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CHAP.   XLVni. 

Of  the  Manners  and  Cu/loms  of  the  Spartans é 

A  HIS  chapter  is  only  a  continuation  of  the  preceding  ;  for 
the  education  of  the  Spartans  continues,  if  I  may  fo  fpeaky 
during  their  whole  life". 

From  the  age  of  twenty  years  they  fuffer  their  hair  and  beard 
to  grow.  The  hair  is  an  ornament,  and  becomes  the  free  man 
and  the  warrior**.  They  are  accuftomed  to  obedience  in  the 
moft  indifferent  things.  When  the  ephori  enter  an  office,  they 
proclaim  by  found  of  trumpet;  a  decree,  conimanding  the  peo- 
ple to  (have  their  upper  lip,  and  to  fubmit  to  the  laws  p.  Here 
every  thing  conduces  to'  inftruftion.  A  Spartan  being  afked 
why  he  wore  fo  long  a  beard,  replied  :  Since  its  grown  white 
it  incci&ntly  reminds  me  not  to  difhonour  my  old  age**. 

The  Spartans,  by  banifliing  every  kind  of  ornament  from 
their  drefs,  have  given  an  example  admired,  but  no  where  imi- 


**  Plut,  in  Lycnrg.  t.  i.  p.  54. 

^  Herodot.  lib.  i  cap.  Sa.  Xenoph 
de  Kep.  Laced,  p.  6^6.  Plut.  in  Ly. 
faod.  t.  i.  p.  434.    Id  Apophth.  Lacon. 


t-  ii.  p.  430. 

P  Plut.  in  Agid.  t.  i.  p.  S08.     Id.  dé 
Sera  Num.  Vind.  t.  ii.  p.  550. 

^  Id.  Apophth.  Lacon.  ii.  p.  lyt. 
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tated  by  other  nations.  Among  them,  kings,  magidrates,  an<( 
the  loweft  of  the  citizens,  are  not  diftinguifliable  by  their  ex- 
ternal appearance  ^  They  all  wear  a  very  fhort»,  and  very 
coarfc,  woollen  tunica  ©ver  which  they  throw  a  mantle,  or  x 
large  cloak".  On  their  feet  they  wear  fandals,  or  fhoes,  com- 
monly of  a  red  colour^.  Two  heroes  of  Lacedaemon,  Caftor  and 
Pollux,  are  reprefcntcd  with  caps,  which,  if  joined  by  the  bot- 
tom, would  refemble  the  fonn  of  ^at  egg  from  which  it  is 
pretended  they  derived  their  origin  7.  The  caps  the  Spartans- 
now  wear,  are  ftill  of  the  fame  ihape.  Some  tie  them  tight 
with  ftrings  that  go  behind  the  ears*  j  others  begin  to  wear, 
inftead  of  them,  thofe  of  the  courtefans  of  Greece.  "  The 
Lacedaemonians  are  no  longer  invincible,"  faid,  in  ^my  time, 
the  poet  Antiphanes  ;  *^  the  nets  in  which  they  bind  their  hair 
arc  dyed  purple*/* 

They  were  the  firft  after  the  Cretans  who  performed  the  ex- 
ercifes  of  the  gymnafium  entirely  naked  ^.  This  cuftom  was 
afterwards  introduced  in  the  Olympic  games^,  and  has  ceafed 
to  be  indecent  fince  it  is-  become  common'. 

They  appear  in  public  with  large  flicks,  hooked  at  the  top  ^  ; 
but  they  are  forbidden  ta  carry  them'  in  the  general  aflembly  % 
becaufe  the  affairs  of  ftate  ought  to  be  determined  by  ftrength 
of  argument  and  not  by  force  of  arms. 

The  houfes  of  Lacedxmon  are  fmall,  and  built  without  art. 
Their  doors  are  -only  to  be  fmoothed  with  the  ûw,  and  their 
floors  with  the  ax.  Trunks  of  trees,  fcarcely  divefted  of  their 
bark,  ferve  as  beams  «.     The  furniture,  though  more  elegant  ■*> 


'  Thucyd.  lib.  f,  ap.  6,  Ariftot. 
de  R''p.  lib.  4.  cap.  9.  t.  ii.  p.  374. 

•  Plat,  in  Procag.  t  i.  p.  34a.  Plat. 
Apophth.  Lacon.  t;  ii.  p.  310. 

'  Ariftoph.  in  Vel'p.  v.  474.  Schol.  ib. 

"  Demofth.  in  Canon,  p.  11x3.  Plut, 
in  Pboc.  t.  i.  p.  746. 

'  Meurf.  Mifceli.  Lacon.  lib.  z.  cap. 
x8. 

y  Id.  ibid.  cap.  xr. 

>  Id.  ibid. 

^  Antiq.  ap.  Athçn.  lib.  15.  cap.  8. 


p.  68 1.     Calaub.  ibid.  t.  ii.  p.  tfio. 

b  Plat,  dc  Rep.  lib.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  45a. 
Thucyd.  Judic.  t.  vi.  p.  S  ^6, 

c  Thucvd.  lib.  i.  cap.  6.     Schol.  ib. 

d  Plat.  ibid. 

*  Ariftoph.  in.  Av.  v.  1283.  SchoL 
ibid.  Id.  in  Ecclef.  v.  74  et  539. 
Theophr.  Charaâ.  cap.  5.    Cafaub.  ib. 

f  Plut,  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  46, 

S  Id.  ibid.  p.  47.  Id.  in  Apopkth. 
Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  aio  et  «27. 

h  Id  in  Lycurg.  p.  45. 
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pa^icipates  of  the  fame  fimplicity.  It  U  never  cotlfufedlyheap*» 
cd  together.  The  Spartans  have  immediately  at  hand  whatever 
they  want,  for  they  make  it  a  duty  to  keep  every  thing  in  its 
place  ^  ;  and  thefe  little  attentions  maintain  among  them  the  love 
of  order  and  difcipline. 

Their  diet  is  coarfe  and  fparing.  À  foreigner,  who  ihould 
fee  them  recumbent  round  their  table,  and  ilretched  on  the 
field  of  battle,  would  prefer  their  death  to  their  life*'.  Yet  haa 
Lycurgus  only  retrenched  all  fuperfluity  from  their  repafts,  and 
if  they  arc  frugal,  it  is  rather  from  virtue  than  necef&ty.  They 
are  not  in  want  of  butcher's  meat  ^  Mount  Taygetùs  fumiihes 
them  with  plenty  of  venifon™  5  their  plains  with  hares,  par- 
tridges, and  other  kinds  of  game,  and  the  fea  and  the  Eurotas 
with  fifli*.  Their  cheefe  of  Gythium  is  in  great  eftimation®*, 
and  they  have  befides  different  kinds  of  pulfe,  fruits,  bread,  and 
cakes  P. 

It  is  true  their  cooks  are  only  to  drefs  plain  *>,  and  never  to 
prepare  artificial  diihes,  except  their  black  broth i*.  This  is  a 
fauce,  the  compofition  of  which  I  have  forgottenf,  and  in  which 
the  Spartans  dip  their  bread.  They  prefer  it  to  the  mod  exqui- 
fite  dainties  «.  Dionyfius,  tyrant  of  Syracufe,  wifhed  to  adorn 
his  table  with  fo  celebrated  a-  diih.  He  procured  a  Lacedaemo- 
nian cook,  and  ordered  him  to  fpare  neither  pains  nor  expence  $ 
but  when  the  broth  was  ferved  up,  the  king,  having  tailed  of  it, 
rejeéled  it  with  difguft  and  indignation.     "  My  lord,"  faid  the 


i  Ariftot.  Œcoiu  lib.  i.  cap.  5.  t.  ii. 

P-  495- 

k  iEJj'an.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  13.  cap.  38. 
Stob.  Serm.  29.  p.  208.  Athcn.  lib.  4. 
p.  133. 

I  Aihen.  lib.  4.  p.  139. 

^  Xenoph.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  6S0, 
Paofan.  lib.  3.  cap.  20.  p.  261. 

^  Athen.  lib.  4.  p.  141-  lib.  14.  p. 
654.  Meurf.  Mifcell.  Lacon.  lib.  i. 
cip.  13. 

^  Lucian.  in  Meretric.  t.  iii.  p.  32 1. 

'  This  cheefe  is  ftill  in  great  requeft 
in  the  country.    See  Lacedémone  An- 


cienne, t.  i.  p.  63,  • 

P  Meurf.  ibid.  cap.  12  et  13. 

*l  ^lian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  14.  cap.  7. 

**  Plut,  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  46.  Id.  in 
Agid.  p.  810.    Poli.  lib.  6.  cap.  9.  §  57. 

f  Meurfius  (MifceU-  Lacon.  lib.  i. 
cap.  8.)'  conjectures  that  the  black 
broth  was  made  of  pork  gravy,  to 
which  were  added  \inegar  and  fait. 
It  apuears,  in  -fadl,  that  the  Spartan 
cooks  were  not  allowed  to  ufe  any  o- 
ther  feafoning  than  fait  and  vinegar. 
(Plut,  de  Sanitat.  Tuend.  t.  ii..p.  128.) 

*  Pint.  Inftitut.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  286. 

A  ij 
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flave,  "an  efiential  feafoniiig  is  wanting.**  "  What  is  that  ?**" 
faid  the  monarch.  **  Violent  exercife  before  tlie  meal/*  re- 
plied the  Lacedaemonian  <• 

Laconia  produces  feveral  kinds  of  wines.  That  from  the 
vintage  of  the  five  hills,  at  the  diilance  of  feven  ftadia  fronft 
Sparta,  exhales  an  odour  as  fragrant  as  the  perfume  of  flowers". 
That  which  is  boiled,  Qiuft  boil  till  a  fifth  part  is  evaporated. 
It  is  kept  four  years  before  it  is  drank  *.  At  their  meals»  the 
cup  does  not  pafs  from  hand  to  hand,  as  among  other  nations, 
but  each  perfon  empties  his  own,  which  is  immediately  filled^ 
again  by  the  flave  who  waits  at  table  y.  They  may  drink  as  of- 
ten as  they  have  occafion  *,  a  permiffion  which  they  never  a- 
bufe*.  The  difgufting  fight  of  a  Have  who  is  fometimes  made 
drunk,  and  brought  before  them,  while  they  are  children,  iiv* 
Jpires  them  with  a  rooted  averfion  to  drunkennefs  *>,  artd  their 
minds  are  too  noble  ever  to  fubmit  voluntarily  to  degrade  thcm- 
felves.  Such  is  tlie  fpirit  of  the  anfwer  which  a  Spartan  re- 
turned to  fome  one  who  aiked  him  why  he  was  fo  moderate  in 
the  ufe  of  wine.  **  That  I  may  never,**  faid  he,  "  ((and  in 
need  of  the  rcafon  of  another^.*'  Befides  wine,  they  frequent- 
ly afliiage  their  thirft  with  whey*  *. 

They  have  different  kinds  of  public  repafts.  The  moft  fre- 
quent are  the  PhiJitia  f .  Kings,  magiftrates,  private  citizens, 
all  aflemble  to  eat  together  in  certain  halls,  in  which  a  number 
of  tables  are  fpread,  moft  frequently  with  fifteen  covers  each*. 
The  guefts  at  one  table  never  interfere  with  thofe  at  another, 


<  Id.  ibid.  Cicer.  Tufcul.  Quœft.  lib. 
5.  cap.  34.  t.  ii.  p.  38p.  Stub.  Serm. 
«p.  p.  208. 

"  Alcm.  ap.  Athen..ltb.  i.  cap.  24. 

^  Democc.  Geopon.  lib.  7.  rap.  4. 
Pallacl.  dp.  Script  Rei  RuOic.  lib.  1 1. 
tit.  14.  t.  ii.  p.  P90. 

y  Grit,  a  p.  Atlien.  lib.  xo.  p.  432. 
Ifb.  II.  cap.  3.  p.4<i3- 

^  Xcnoph.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  680. 
Plut.  Apophth.  Lacon.  t.  li.  p.  20S. 

"  Plat,  dc  Leg.  lib.  1. 1.  iî.  p.  Ô37. 

27  Plut.  inUit.^  LacoQ.  t.  ii.  p.   33p. 


A  then.  lib.  lo.  p.  433. 

^  Plut.  Apophth.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  234. 
d  Hefych   in  K/p^V 

*  This  drink  is  ft  ill  in  ufe  in  the 
conn  try.  See  Lacedémone  Ancienne, 
t.  i.  p.  64. 

f  Ttiefe  entertainments  are  called  by 
fome  authors  Phiàitia^  but  by  many  o* 
XhersPbilitia,  which  appears  to  be  their 
tme  name,  and  iignifies  atfociations  of 
friends.  See  Meurf.  MifcelL  Lacon*. 
lib.  X.  cap.  9. 

*  Plut,  in  Lycurç.  t.  i.  p.  46.  Por- 
phyr.  de  Abftioeu.  lib.  4*  {^4,  p.  395. 
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udA  (btm  a  Ibdety  of  friends,  in  which  no  peribn  can  be  re- 
ceÎYed  but  by  the  confeat  of  all  thofe  who  compofe  it*^.  They 
recline  on  hard  couches  of  oak,  leaning  with  their  elbows  on  a 
ftone  or  a  block  of  wood^.  Black  broth  is  ferved  up  to  them» 
and  afterward  boiled  pork,  which  is  diftributed  to  each  gueft  in 
equal  portions»  fometimes  (b  fmall  that  they  fcarcely  weigh  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mina  each  ^  *  •  They  have  wine,  cakes,  and  barley-bread 
in  plenty.  At  other  times  fifli  and  different  kinds  of  game  are 
added  by  way  of  fupplement  to  tibeir  ordinary  portion^.  Thofc 
'who  offer  facrifices,  or  go  out  to  hunt,  may,  on  their  return» 
eat  at  home»  but  they  muft  fend  to  their  companions  at  the 
fame  table  a  part  of  the  game  or  the  viâim  ^.  Near  each 
cover  a  fmaU  piece  of  crumb  of  bread  Is  laid  to  wipe  theit 
fingers  ^ 

Daring  the  repaft,  the  converfation  frequently  turns  on  mo- 
Tals  or  erunples  of  virtue.  Â  great  aâion  is  related  as  news 
worthy  to  engage  the  attention  of  Spartans.  The  old  men 
commonly  difcourfe  :  they  fpeak  with  precifion»  and  are  heard 
with  rcfpcô. 

Decorum  is  accompanied  by  gaity"  ;  Lycurgus  has  even  en- 
joined it  on  the  gueds  ;  and  it  is  with  this  view  that  he  has  oiw 
dered  a  ftatue  of  the  god  of  laughter  to  be  placed  in  the  hall  ». 
But  the  pleafantries  that  excite  mirth  muft  contain  nothing  of- 
fenfive  ;  and  the  too  fevexe  fally,  if  it  (hould  by  chance  cfcapc 
any  perfon  prefent,  muft  never  be  repeated  in  any  other  place. 
The  okleft  of  the  company,  (howing  the  door  to  thofe  who  en- 
ter, reminds  them  that  nothing  they  may  hear  muft  go  out 
4iiereo. 


^  Plut,  in  tycuTg.  t.  I  p.  45. 

K  Athen.  lib.  12.  p.  51S.  Suid.  in 
Am.  et  in  ^tXir.  Cicer.  Orat.  pro  Mur. 
cap.  35.  t.  V.  p.  232.  Meurf.  Milcell. 
Lacofi.  lib.  I.  cap.  10. 

b  Diccarch.  ap.  Athcp.  lib.  4.  cap. 
S.  p.  141. 

*  About  three  ounces  and  a  half. 

i  J>ic«arcb.  ap.  Athen-  lib.  4.  cop. 


8.  p.  141. 

k  Xcnoph.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  680. 
Plut,  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  46. 

1  Poll.  lib.  6.  cap.  14.  §  93.  Athen, 
lib.  9.  p.  409. 

^  Anftopb.  inLyfift.  v.  laaS. 

"  Plut.  in  Lycurg.  p.  55. 

^  id.  Inttit.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  %S^ 
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6  TRAVELS  IN  GREECE. 

The  difibrent  clafles  of  youth  are  prefcnt  at  thcfe  repafts, 
without  partaking  of  them,  the  youngeft  to  carry  off  adroitly 
from  the  table  fome  portion  which  they  {hare  with  their  com- 
rades, And  the  others  to  receive  leflbns  of  wifdom  and  plea* 
fantry  p.* 

Whether  thefe  public  repafts  have  been  inftitutcd  in  a  city 
in  imitation  of  thofe  which  are  taken  in  a  camp,  or  whether  they 
derive  their  origin  from  another  caufe*',  it  is  certain  that,  in  a 
a  fmall  ftatc,  they  are  of  wonderful  cffeâ  in  maintaining  the 
laws  ^.  During  peace  they  produce  union,  temperance,  and  c- 
quality  }  and  during  war,  hold  forth  a  new  motive  to  the  citi- 
zen to  fly  to  the  fuccour  of  another  with  whom  he  has  partici- 
pated in  facrifices  and  libations^.  Minos  had  appointed  them 
in  his  ftates.  Lycurgus  adopted  the  cuftom  with  fome. remark- 
able differences.  In  Crete,  the  expence  is  defrayed  from  the  re- 
venues of  the  republic  *  ;  but  at  Lacedsemon,  from  thofe  of  in- 
dividuals, who  are  obliged  to  furnift,  every  month,  a  certain 
quantity  of  barley-meal,  wine,  cheefe,  figs,  and  even  money". 
By  this  contribution,  the  pooreft  clafs  are  in  danger  of  being 
excluded  from  the  meal  in  common,  a  defect  which  Ariftotle 
has  cenfured  in  the  laws  of  Lycurgus  5^.  On  the  other  hand, 
Plato  has  blamed  both  Minos  and  Lycurgus,  becaufe  they  have 
not  extended  this  regulation  likewife  to  the  women  y.  For  my 
part,  I  {hall  not  venture  to  decide  between  fuch  great  politicians 
and  legiflators. 

Among  the  Spartans,  fome  are  unable  either  to  read  or  write  *, 

ethers  fçarcely  know  how  to  reckon  *.    They  have  no  idea  of 

'  geometry,  aflronomy,  or  the  other  fciences  ^.    The  bell  inform* 


^  Id  in  Lycurg.  t.  i,  p.  4.5  et  5c. 

^  Plat,  de  Lag.  lib.  i.  t.  ii.  p.  625. 
lib.  6.  p.  780. 

^  Id.  ibid.  Plut,  in  Lycurp.  t.  i.  p. 
45.     Id.  Apophtb.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  226. 

»  Dionyf.  Halic.  Antiq.  Rom.  lib-  a. 
t,  i.  p.  2S3. 

^  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  2.  cap.  9  et 
|0.  t.  ii.  p.  331  ct  332. 

"  Plut,  in  Lycurg.  t,  i.  p.  46.    Por- 


phyr.  de  Abftin.  lib.  4.  $  4*  p*  305.  Diii 
csarch.  ap.  Alben.  lib.  4.  cap.  8.  p« 
141. 

*  Ariftot.  ibid. 

y  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  780 
ct  781.  lib.  8.  p.  839. 

*,Kocr.  Panath.  t.  ii.  p.  290. 

*  Plat,  in  Hipp.  Maj.  t.  iii.  p.  28e. 

b  Id.  ibid.  JËlian.  Yar.  Hift.  lib.  19^ 
cap.  50, 
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câ  among  them,  ^  arc  admirers  of  the  poems  of  Homer  ^,  Ter- 
pander^,  and  Tyrtaeus,  becaufe  they  elevate  the  foul.  Their 
^eatre  is  only  appropriated  to  their  exercifes  ^  :  they  never  re- 
prefent  there  either  tragedies  or  comedies  ;  for  the  introduâion 
of  the  drama  among  them  is  forbidden  by  an  exprefs  law  ^. 
Some  Spartans,  though  their  number  is  very  fmaÙ,  have  culti- 
▼ated  lyric  poetry  with  fuccefs.  Âlcman,  who  lived  about  three 
•centuries  fince,  diltinguiflied  himfelf  in  this  fpecies  of  verfe  '• 
His  ftyle  is  fmooth,  though  he  had  to  combat  the  harihnefs  of 
the  Doric  dialeâ,  which  is  fpoken  at  Lacedxmon'*.  But  he 
was  animated  by  a  fentiment  which  fmooths  and  foftens  all 
^ings  :  he  had  dedicated  his  whole  life  to  love,  and  fang  oif 
love  to  his  lateft  hour» 

The  Lacedaemonians  are  admirers  of  mufic,  which  produces 
ihe  enthufiafm  of  virtue  ».  Without  cultivating  that  art,  they 
-are  capable  of  judging  of  its  influence  on  manners,  and  rejeâ 
^ofe  innovations  Which  deprive  it  of  its  fimplicity^. 

We  may  judge  of  their  averfion  to  rhetoric  by  the  following 
anecdotes  '.  A  young  Spartan,  while  at  a  diftance  from  his. 
country,  had  applied  himfelf  to  the  art  of  oratory.  When  he 
returned,  the  ephori  infliâed  a  puniihment  on  him,  for  having 
l^nceived  a  defign  to  impofe  on  his  <:ountrymen  °. 

During  -the  Pcloponnefian  war,  another  Spartan  was  fent  to 
the  fatrap  Tifiaphemes,  to  engage  him  to  prefer  the  alliance  of 
Lacedsemon  to  that  of  Athens.  He  exprefTed  himfelf  in  a  few 
words  \  and  when  he  heard  the  Athenian  ambaffadors  difplay 
their  oftentatious  eloquence,  drew  two  lines,  the  one  ftraight 
and  the  other  crooked,  but  both  terminating  in  the  fame  point. 


^  Pitt,  de  Leg.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  680, 

d  Herad.  Pont,  in  Antiq.  Grasc.  t.  vi. 
p.  2823. 

^  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  €j.  Xenoph. 
Hift.  Gr»c.  lib.  6.  p..  597.  Plat,  in 
Agef.  t.  i.  p.  611. 

f  Pint.  Inftit.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  239. 

<  Meurf.  Bibl.  Grace,  in  Alcm.  Fa- 
bric. £ib].  Graec.  t.  i.  p/  $6^.  Didlion. 
4e  fayle  au  mot  Pieman. 


p.  «44- 
ii.  p.  238. 
cap.  %$.  p. 


^  Paufan.  lib.  3.  cap.  15. 

i  Pitit  Inftit  Lacon.  t. 
Charnel,  ap.  Athen.  lib.  4. 
184. 

^  Ariftot.  At  Rep.  lib.  8.  cap.  5.  t.  ii. 
p.  454.     Athen.  lib.  14.  cap.  6,  p.  628. 

Ï  (i«uniii.  înftit.  Orator,  lib.  1.  cap. 
16.  p.  124.  Athen.  lib.  13.  p.  611. 

"^  Sext.  £mpir.  adv.  Khetor.  lib.  Z, 
p.  293. 
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8  TRAVELS  IN  (Hl££C£. 

and,  fliowJng  them  to  the  fatrap,  faid  to  him  :  Choofe  ".  Two 
centuries  before,  the  inhabitants  of  an  ifland  in  the  JEgeui 
fea  **,  fufiering  by  famine,  had  recourfe  for  fuccour  to  the  L^ 
'  cedaemonians  their  allies^  who  returned  for  anfwer  to  their  atn- 
baflador.  We  have  not  underllood  the  latter  end  of  your  ha- 
range,  and  we  have  forgotten  the  beginning.  A  fécond  am- 
baiFador  was  tlierefore  fent,  who  was  cautioned  to  be  extreme* 
ly  concifc.  He  came  to  Sparta,  and  began  by  (howing  the  La- 
cedaemonians one  of  the  facks  ufed  to  carry  flour  in  :  the  fack 
was  empty.  The  aflembly  inunediately  refolved  to  fupply  the 
ifland  with  proviiions,  but  recommended  to  the  ambaflador  not 
to  be  fo  prolix  another  time.  He  had  in  faâ  told  them  that 
it  was  neccflary  to  fill  the  fack  p. 

They  defpife  the  art,  but  they  efteem  the  genius  of  oratory. 
This  fome  of  them  have  received  from  nature  ^,  and  have  dif- 
played  in  their  own  aflembly  and  thefe  of  other  ilates  ;  as  alio 
in  the  funeral  orations  which  are  pronounced  every  year  in  ho- 
nour of  Paufanias  and  Lconidas  ^  Brafidas,  the  general  who 
during  the  Feloponnefian  war  fupported  the  hopour  of  his 
country  in  Macedonia,  was  confidered  as  eloquent  eycn  by  the 
iVthenians,  who  fet  fo  high  a  value  an  oratory  *. 

The  eloquence  of  the  Lacedsemonians  always  proceeds  di- 
reâly  to  the  point  at  which  it  aims,  and  arrives  at  it  by  the 
moft  fimple  ways.  Foreign  fophifts  have  fometimes  been  per- 
mitted to  enter  thçir  city,  and  to  fpeak  in  their  prefence.  When 
they  delivered  any  ufeful  truths,  they  were  heard  with  atten- 
tion and  applaufe  i  but  were  no  longer  liftened  to  when  they 
only  endeavoured  to  dazzle  the  underftanding.  One  of  thefe 
fophifts  once  propofed  to  pronounce  before  us  an  eulogium  on 
Hercules  :  **  On  Hercules  !"  cried  Antalcidas  immediately  ; 
*'  who  ever  thought  of  blaming  Hercules  *  ?" 


"Id.  ibid. 

°  Herodot.  lib.  3.  cap.  46. 

P  Sext.  £mpir.  adv.  Rhetor,  lib.  2. 


^  ^.fchin.  in  Timarch.  p.  2S8. 
^  Paufan.  .lib.  3.  cap.  14.  p.  240. 
•  Thucjrd.  lib.  4.  ca];.  84. 
'  Plut.  Apuphth.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  1^2, 
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niiey  do  not  Uufh  to  be  found  ignorant  of  thofe  fclences 
iB^liich  they  confider  as  fuperfluous  ;  and  one  of  them  rq)lied 
to  an  Athenian^  who  reproached  him  with. this  igxK)rance, 
We  are  in  faâ  the  only  people  to  whom  you  have  not  been 
able  to  teach  your  vices  ".  As  they  ody  apply  thcmfelves  to 
thofe  kinds  of  knowledge  which  are  abfoiutely  neceâkry,  their 
ideas  are  only  therefore  the  more  jufl:  and  better  arranged  ;  for 
faife  ideas  are  like  thofe  irregular  materials  which  cannot  be 
employed  in  the  conftru£Hon  of  an  edifice. 

Thus,  though  the  Lacedxmonians  have  lefs  learning  than 
other  nations,  they  are  more  intelligent.  It  is  (aid  that  from 
them  Thaïes,  Pittacus,  and  the  otlier  fagcs  of  Greece,  borrowed 
the  art  of  comprifing  moral  maxims  in  fliort  fentenccs  ^.  In- 
ftances  of  this  kind  which  hare  fallen  under  my  own  obferya<- 
tion  have  frequently  aftoniflied  me.  I  imagined  I  was  con- 
vcrfing  with  uncultivated  and  ignorant  perfons,  when  I  unex- 
pe£lediy  received  from  them  replies,  full  of  the  mofl:  folid  and 
penetrating  fenfe  ^.  Accuftomed  as  they  are,  from  their  ear- 
Heft  years,  to  exprels  themfdves  with  equal  energy  and  pre«- 
ciQon  *,  they  are  filent  when  they  have  nothing  iiitcrefting  to 
fay  ^,  and  apologize  if  they  have  too  much  K  A  certain  ia« 
&xi\Gt  of  greatnefs  teaches  them  that  the  dilFufe  ftyle  is  only 
fuitable  to  the  fuppliant  (lave,  and,  in  faâ,  fuch  a  ftyle,  like 
the  language  of  fupplication,  feems  fearfully  to  approach  and 
wind  itfelf  around  him  whom  it  labours  to  pcrfuade.  The 
côncife  ftyle,  on  the  contrary,  is  lofty  and  majeftic,  and  fuit» 
able  to  the  mafter  who  commands^.  It  is  confonant  to  the 
charaâer  of  the  Spartans,  who  frequently  employ  it  in  their 
converfatîons  and  letters-  Repartees,  rapid  as  lightning,  leave 
behind   them   fometimes   a   lively   fplendour,   and   fometimes 


"  M.  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  52.  Id.  A- 
pophtb.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  217. 

^  Pi  at.  in  Protag.  t.  i.  p.  343. 

y  Id.  ibid.  Protag.  t.  i.  p«  342. 

*  Herodot.  lib.  3.  cap.  46.  Plat,  de 
l^g.  lib.  r.  t.  ii.  p.  64T.;  lib.  4.  p.  721. 


Plut.  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  51  ct  53.  Paut 
fan.  lib.  4.  cap.  7.  p.  2pt). 

*  Plut.  il>iil.  p.  51. 

b  Thucyd.  lib.  4.  cap.  17. 

^  Dcmctr.  Phalcr.  de  EIoc.  cRp.  153. 
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■proofs  of  the  high  opinion  they  entertain  of  themfelves  and 
their  country. 

Some  one  was  once  praifing  the  goodnefs  of  the  young  King 
Charilaus.  **  How  can  he  be  good,"  replied  the  other  king, 
^*  fincc  he  is  fo  even  to  the  wicked**  ?"  In  one  of  the  cities 
of  Greece,  the  herald  who  was  employed  to  fell'fome  flaves» 
cried  aloud  :  "  I  fell  a  Lacedxmonian."  "  Say  rather  a  pri- 
foner,"  replied  the  Spartan,  laying  his  hand  on  his  mouth  ^. 
The  generals  of  the  king  of  Ferfia  demanded  of  the  deputies 
trcfoi  Lacedxmon  in  what  charaâer  they  meant  to  carry  on 
dieîr  negotiation.  ^<  If  it  fails,"  replied  they^  <<  as  individuals  s 
if  it  fucceeds,  as  ambafladors  ^.'' 

The  fame  precifion  may  be  remarked  in  the  letters  written 
by  the  magiftrates,  and  in  thofe  which  they  receive  from  the 
generals.'  The  ephori  fearing  that  the  garrifon  of  Decelia 
fliould  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  furprifed,  or  not  intermit  their 
accuftomed  exercifes,  wrote  to  them  only  thcfe  words  :  *'  Do 
«lot  walk  s."  The  moft  difaftrous  defeat,  or  the  moft  fplendid 
viâory,  were  notified  with  the  fame  fimplicitj'.  Wlien,  in  the 
time  of  the  Peloponncfian  war,  the  Lacedxmonian  fleet  under 
the  command  ef  Mindarus,  had  been  defeated  by  that  of  A- 
thens  under  Alcibiades,  an  oflicer  wrote  to  the  ephori  :  **  The 
battle  is  loft  ;  Mindarus  is  killed  ;  no  provifions  nor  refources  \^ 
A  (hort  time  after,  the  fame  magiftrates  received  from  Lyfan- 
der,  the  general  of  their  army,  a  letter  containing  tlie  following 
words  :  ^*  Athens  is  taken  '."  Such  was  the  relation  of  the 
moft  glorious  and  moft  important  conqueft  Lacedaemon  •  ever 
made. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  from  thefe  inftances,  that  the  Spar- 
tans, condemned  to  a  folemn  aufterity  of  reasoning,  never  dare 
to  unwrinkle  their  brow.    They  poflefs  that  difpofition  to  gaie- 


1 
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d  Pint,  in  Lycurr.  t.  i.  p.  42.  Id 
Apophth.  Lacon.  t.  12.  ji.  2iS. 

•^  là.  ibid.  p.  133. 

f  Id.  ibid.  p.  55.  Id  Apophth.  La- 
con*  p.  a^z. 


S  ^lian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  a.  cap.  5. 

h  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grace,  lib.  i.  p.  430. 

1  Plut,  in  Lyfand.  t.  i.  p.  441*  Id. 
Apophth.  LacoD.  p;aa9.  SchoL  Dion. 
Chryfoft.  Orat.  64.  p.  i«6. 
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ty  which  IS  the  natural  confeqiïence  of  the  freedom  of  the  mind 
and  the  health  of  the  body.  Their  mirth  is  rapiiîly  commu- 
nicatedy  becaufe  it  is  lively  and  natural.  It  is  maintained  by 
pleafantries  which,  having  in  them  nothing  low  or  offcnfive, 
are  eflentially  different  from  buffoonery  and  fatire^.  They 
early  learn  to  take  and  to  return  them  *,  and  defift  from  them 
the  moment  the  perfon  who  is  the  objeft  of  them  folicits  to  be 
fpared  ". 

Wkh  fuch  fallies  they  frequently  reprefs  the  pretenfions  of 
vanity,  or  the  complaints  of  peeviflinefs.  I  was  one  day  with 
the  king  Archidamus,  when  Periander  his  phyfician  prefented 
him  feme  vcrfes  which  he  had  juft  written.  The  king  read 
them,  and  faid  to  him  in  a  friendly  manner,  Why  will  you 
make  yourfelf,  inftead  of  a  good  phyfician,  a  bad  poet  "  ?  Some 
years  after,  an  old  man  complaining  to  king  Agis  of  fome  in- 
fraâions  of  the  laws,  exclaimed  that  all  was  loft.  **  That," 
replied  Agis,  fmiling,  *'  is  fo  true,  that  I  remember,  when  I 
was  a  boy,  I  heard  my  father  fay  that,  when  he  was  a  boy,  he 
heard  my  grandfather  fay  the  fame  thing  *>.** 

The  lucrative  arts,  and  efpecially  thofe  of  luxury,  are  fevcre- 
ly  forbidden  the  Spartans  p.  They  are  prohibited  from  altering 
the  nature  of  oil  by  perfumes,  or  dying  wool  of  any  colour  but 
purple.  There  are  therefore  no  perfumers,  and  fcarcely  any 
dyers  among  them  "*,  They  ought  to  be  entirely  unacquainted 
with  gold  and  filver,  and  qonfequently  can  have  among  them 
no  workmen  in^hofe  metals  '•  In  the  army  they  may  exercife 
fome  ufeful  profeffions,  as  that  of  herald,  trumpeter,  or  cook  ; 
but  on  condition  that  the  fon  (hall  follow  the  profeffion  of  his 
father,  as  is  praftifed  in  Egypt  •. 


*  Plot,  in  Lycurjr.  t,  i.  p.  55.      . 

1  Heracl.  de  Polit,  in  Antlq.  Graec. 
t.  vi.  p.  18^3. 
"*  Plut.  ibid.  t.  i.  p.  46. 
^  Id.  Apopbth.  Lacon.  p.  ii8. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  216. 

F  Id,  to  Lycur|{.  t.  i.  p.  44*    jSMm- 


Var.  Hift.  lib.  6.  cap.  6.  Poly«n.  lib, 
a.  cap.  I. 'No.  7^ 

^  Athcn.  lib.  15.  p.  686.  Scncc. 
Quxft.  Natur.  lib.  4.  cap.  13.  t.  ii.  p. 
762. 

''  Plut.  in  Ljcarg.  t.  i.  p.  44. 

'  Herodot*  lib.  6.  cap*  6o. 
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Tliey  have  fuch  an  idea  of  liberty  that  they  cannot  rcccmcile 
it  with  manual  labour  ^  One  of  them,  on  his  return  from 
Athens,  faid  to  me,  I  come  from  a  city  where  nothing  is  dif- 
honourable  ;  by  which  he  both  meant  to  allude  to  the  dealings 
of  thofe  who  procure  couilefans  for  a  certain  price,  and  thofe 
who  are  engaged  in  retail  traflic  ".  Another,  being  in  the  {amc 
city,  and  learning  that  a  perfon  had  been  condemned  to  pay 
a  fine  as  a  punifhment  for  idlenefs,  declared  he  wiflied  to  fee^ 
a3  an  extraordinary  iight,  the  man  who  had  been  puntOied  in 
a  republic  for  having  emancipated  himfelf  from  every  fpecieg 
of  fervitude*. 

His  furprife  was  founded  on  the  confideradon  that  the  law% 
in  his  own  country,  were  all  efpecially  direâed  to  free  the 
minds  of  the  people  from  fatHtious  interefts  and  domeftic 
cares  ^.  Thqfe  who  have  lands  are  obliged  to  farm  them  out 
to  Helots  '.  Thofe  between  whom  differences  arife,  muft  ter- 
minate them  by  accommodation,  for  they,  are  forbidden  to 
wafte  the  precious  mojnents  of  their  life  in  the  profecution  of 
law-fuits%  no  lefs  dian  in  the  operations  of  commerce^,  or 
any  of  thofe  varîbuç  means  employed  by  others  to  increafe 
their  fortune  or  lighten  the  burden  of  exiftence. 

They  are  neverthelefs  ftrangers  to  difguft  and  wearinefs  of 
life,  becaufe  they  arc  never  alone,  nor  ever  at  reft  *.  Swim- 
ming, vrreftling,  nmning,  tennis  **,  the  other  exercifes  of  the 
gymnaGum,  and  military  evolutions,  employ  them  for  a  part 
of  the  day  *  ;  and  they  afterward  make  it  a  duty  and  amufe- 
ment  to  be  prefcht  at  the  fports  and  combats  of  the  youth  ^ 
From  thence  they  go  to  the  lefches,  or  halls,  in  different  quar^- 


^  Arjflot.  de  Rliet.  lib.  i.  cap.  9.  t. 
ii.  p.  532. 

"  Plut.  Apophth.    Lacou.   t.  ii.  p. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  221. 
y  Id.  Inllit.  L&con.  t.  ii.  p.  23p. 
2  Id.  in  Lycurf .  t.  i.  p.  5^.    id.  A- 
pophth»  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  216. 


»  Id.  ibid.    Id.  ibi  L  p.  233. 
b  XenopI).  de  Rep.  Laced,  g.  682. 
^  Plui.  in  Lycurg.  p.  55. 
à  Xrn(»p( .  dc  Rep.  Laced,  p.  6S^ 
^  AJidti.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  a.  cap.  5. 
In.  iit).  14.  cap.  7. 
f  Plat,  in  Lycurg.  p.  54. 
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tcrs  of  the  city  ^,  m  which  the  men  of  every  age  arc  accuftom- 
ed  to  meet.  They  have  a  great  tafte  for  the  pleafures  of  con- 
verfation,  which,  with  them,  fcarcely  ever  turns  on  the  inrerefts 
or  projcfts  6f  ftates  \  but  they  liften  without  ever  being  weary 
to  the  kiïbns  of  aged  pcrfons  \  They  willingly  hear  concern- 
ing the  origin  of  men,  heroes,,  and  cities  *.  The  gravity  of  thcfc 
difcourfes  is  tempered  by  frequent  pleafantries. 

Thefc  meetings,  as 'well  as  the  public  meals  and  exercifes, 
are  honoured  with  the  prefence  of  the  old'  men.  I  make  ufc 
of  this  expreffion,  becaufe  old  age,  in  other  countries  devoted  to 
contempt,  raifes  a  Spartan  to  the  fummit  of  honour*^.  The 
ether  citi2ens,  and  efpecially  the  youth,  pay  them  all  the  re- 
fpeft  which  they  will  in  their  turn  require  to  be  paid  to  them- 
felves.  The  law  obliges  tliem  to  give  way  to  the  aged  mzn 
wherever  they  meet  him,  to  rife  to  him  whenever  he  enters 
where  they  are,  and  to  keep  filence  when  he  fpeak».  He  is 
heard  with  deference  in  the  aifemblies  of  the  people  and  in  the 
halls  of  "the  gymnafmm.  Thus  tho£e  citizens  who  have  ferved 
Aeir  country,  far  fronr  becoming  ftrangers  to  it  at  the  end  of 
their  days,  are  then  refpeâed  for  the  experience  they  have 
gained,  and  viewed  with  the  fame  veneration  as  thofc  ancient 
monuments  whofe  remains  are  religioufly  prefervéd. 

If  we  now  conlider  that  the  Spaitans  dedicate  one  part  of 
iJieîr  time  to  the  chafe  and  the  bufinefs  of  the  general  aflem- 
blies  i  that  they  celebrate  a  great  number  of  feftivals,  the  fplen* 
dour  of  which  is  heightened  by  the  united  charms  of  dancing 
and  mufic  *  •,  and  that,  in  fine,  the  pleafures  common  to  a 
whole  nation  are  more  lively  than  thofe  of  an  individual  ;,  far 
&om  lamenting  their  fate,  we  fhall  percciv,e  that  they  enjoy  au- 
miintemipted  fucccflion  of  pleafurable  moments  and  intcrefting 
fpeâacles.  Two  of  the  latter  had  excited  the  admiration  of 
Pindar.     There,  faid  he,  we  find  the  ardent  courage  of  youth- 


8  Panfan.  lib.  3.  cap.  14.  p.  340.; 
cap.  15.  p.  245. 

I»  Plut,  in  I-.ycurg.  p.  54. 

^  Plac  in  Hipp..Maj[.  c  ilL  p.  3S5. 


k  Plut.  Inillt.  L'acoo.  t.  ii.  p.  2.32* 
Juftin.  iib.  3.  cap.  3. 
1  Id.  in  I-ycitr^.  p.  54. 
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fui  warriors  continually  tempered  by  the  confummate  wifdoni 
-   of  the  aged,  and  the  brilliant  triumphs  of  the  mufes  perpetually 
followed  by  the  tranfports  of  public  joy  "*. 

Their  tombs,  which,  like  their  houfes,  are  without  ornament, 
mark  np  diïlinâion  between  the  citizens  ".  It  is  permitted  to 
place  them  in  the  cities,  or  even  near  the  temples.  Tears  and 
fighs  are  neither  heard  at  funerals  °,  nor  accompany  the  laft 
moments  of  the  dying  ;  for  the  Spartans  are  no  more  aftonifh- 
ed  at  the  approach  of  death  than  they  were  at  the  continuance 
of  life.  Perfuaded  that  death  muft  fix  the  boundary  of  their 
days,  they  fubmit  to  the  conunands  of  nature  with  the  fame  rc- 
fignation  as  to  the  neceffities  of  the  (late. 

The  women  are  tall,  ftrong,  healthy,  and  almoft  all  very 
handfome.  But  they  are  fevere  and  majeftic  beauties  p.  Tl^ey 
might  have  furniflied  Phidias  with  a  great  number  of  models 
for  his  Minerva,  but  Praxiteles  would  with  difficulty  have 
found  one  among  them  for  his  Venus. 

Their  drefs  confifts  in  a  tunic,  or  kind  of  fliort  fliift,  and  a 
robe  which  defcends  to  the  heels  **.  The  girls,  who  are  obliged 
to  employ  every  moment  of  their  time  in  wreftling,  running, 
leaping,  and  other  laborious  exercifes,  ufually  only  wear  a  light 
garment  without  fleeves  ',  which  is  faftcned  over  the  (lioulders 
witli  clafps  %  and  which  a  girdle  ^  confines,  and  prevents  from 
falling  below  the  knee"w  The  lower  part  is  open  on  each  fide, 
fo  that  half  the  body  is  naked  ^.  "T  am  far  from  juftifying 
this  praftice,  but  I  fhall  relate  the  motives  and  confequences 
jof  it,  as  they  were  ftated  to  me  by  fome  Spartans,  to  whom  I 
teftified  my  furprife  at  fuch  a  cuftonj. 


^  Find.  ap.  Pint,  in  Lycur?.  p.  53. 

"  Herî»t  li  1.  Pontic,  in  Anliq.  Giaec. 
t.  vi.  p.  3823. 

o  Plut.  Initir.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  238. 

P  Homer.  O'yîf.  lib.  13.  v.  412. 
Ariftoph.  in  Lyfi;*r.  v.  Sq.  Muf.  dp  Her. 
V.  74.  Coluth.  dc  Rapt.  Helen.  \.  218. 
Euith.  Praep.  Evanp.  lib.  -.  cap.  29. 
Mnirf.  Mifccl!.  Lacon.  lib.  1.  cap,  3. 

^  Plut,  in  Agid.  t.  i.  p.  823. 
Excerpt.  Manufcr.  ap.  Pott  er.  in 


Not.  ad    Clem.  Alex.   Paeda^.  lib.  a. 
cap.  TO.  p.  Z38.     Euftath.  in  Ilidd.  t. 

ii.  p.  975-. 

*  Poll.  Onoraafl.  lib.  7.  cap.  13.  §  55. 
Euftath.  in  lii^d.  t.  ii.  p.  975.  lin.  38. 

t  Piur.  in  Lvcurg.  t.  i.  p.  48, 
"  Clem.  Alex.  ibid.     Virg.  JEntid. 
lib.  I.  V.  320.  ^24  et  408. 

*  I'airipid.  ii  Andromach.  v.  598, 
Soph.  ap.  Plut.  in  N«im.  p.  77.  Piut» 
ibid.  p.  76.    Heijcb.  in  A«f/s{[. 


Digitized  by 


google 


TRA-VELS  IN  GREECE, 


Ï5 


Lycargus  could  not  fubje£l  the  girls  to  the  fame  exercifes  as 
the  men,  unlefs  he  removed  every  tiling  that  might  prevent  the 
freedom  of  their  motions*  He  had  no  doubt  obferved  that  man 
did  not  cover  himfelf  till  after  he  was  become  corrupted,  and 
that  his  garments  multiplied  in  proportion  with  his  vices  ;  that 
the  beauties  which  feduce  him  frequently  lofe  all  their  charma 
hy  being  ihown,  and  that,  in  fine,  the  eyes  only  defile  thofe 
minds  which  are  already  defiled.  Guided  by  thcfc  rctL-ctioiu , 
he  undertook  to  eftablifh  by  his  laws  fuch  a  harmony  of  vir- 
tues between  tlie  two  fexes,  that  the  temerity  of  the  one  ihcriM 
be  repre&d>  and  the  Mceaknefs  of  the  other  fupported.  Thus, 
iiot  contented  to  decree  that  the  punifliment  of  death  fhould  be 
infliâed  on  him  who  ih6uld  diihonour  a  maiden  y,  he  accuf- 
tomed  the  youth  of  Sparta  to  blufh  only  at  vice  '.  Modeily^ 
deprived  of  a  part  of  its  veil  *>  was  refpeûed  by  both  fcxe?, 
and  the  women  of  Lacedxmon  were  diili;igui(hed  for  the  pu- 
rity of  their  manners.  I  may  add  that  Lycurgus  has  found 
defenders  among  the  philofophers.  Plato  in  his  republic  would 
have  the  women  of  every  age  exercife  continually  in  the  gym- 
naûum,  veiled  with  no  other  garments  than  their  virtues  ^. 

A  Spartan  woman  appears  in  public  with  her  face  uncovered 
until  fhe  is  married  ;  but  after  her  marriage,  as  fhe  is  only  to 
feek  to  pleafe  her  hufband,  ihe  never  goes  abroad  but  with  a 
veil  ^  J  and  as  fhe  ought  to  be  known  to  him  alone,  it  is  not 
eiteemed  proper  that  ctliers  fhould  fpeak  of  her  even  in  her 
praife  **  :  but  tliis  concealment  and  refpeftful  filence  are  only  a 
homage  rendered  to  decency.  No  where  are  women  lefs 
watched  or  under  lefs  reftraint  %  nor  have  they  any  where  lefs 
abufed  their  liberty.  The  idea  of  infidelity  to  their  hufbands 
would  formerly  have  appeared  to  them  as  ftrange  as  that  of 


7  Menif.  Mifcell.  Lacoo.  lib.  2.  cap. 

^  Plat,  dc  Rep.  lib.  $.  t.  ii.  p.  452. 
*  Plut,  in  Lycurç.  t.  i.  p.  4iJ. 
•»  fiat,  de  Rep.  Ub.  5.  p.  457. 


^  Plut.  Apophth.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  23a. 

d  Id.  ibid.  p.  217  ct  230, 

^  Aridor.  dc  Rep.  lib.  2.  cap.  9,  t. 
ii.  p.  318.  Dionyf.  Haîic.  Amiq.  Rjm- 
lib.  2.  can.  24.  t  i.  p.  287. 
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«fiFjJayîng  the  Icaft  regard  to  ftudicd  ornament  in  their  drcft  ^. 
Though  at  prefeiit  they  have  no  longer  the  fame  prudence  nor 
the  fame  modefty,  they  are  ftiU  more  ohfcnrant  of  tlieir  duties 
than  the  other  women  of  Greece. 

They  have  alfo  a  more  vigorous  charafter  of  mind,  by  which 
they  obtain  an  afccndancy  over  their  hufbands,  who  confute 
them  both  conceniing  their  private  affairs  and  thofe  of  the 
ftate.  It  has  been  remarked  that  warlike  nations  arc  inclined 
to  love.  The  union  of  Mars  and  Venus  feems  an  emblem  of 
this  truth,  and  the  example  of  the  Lacedaemonians  fervcs  to 
confirm  it  f-  A  woman  from  another  part  of  Greece  oncfc  faid 
to  the  wife  of  Leonidas  :  **  You  are  the  only  women  who  have 
gained  an  afcendancy  over  the  men."  "  No  doubt,"  replied 
fee,  **  for  we  are  the  only  women  who  bring  forth  men  *».*'  . 

Yet  were  thefe  vigorous  minds  fome  few  years  fince  feizcd 
tïrîth  a  panic  which  furprifcd  all  Greece,  At  the  fight  of  the 
army  of  Epaminondas,  they  filled  the  city  with  confufion  and 
terror  *.  Does  tjieir  charaâcr  then  enfeeble  as  their  virtue» 
decline  ?  Is  there  a  fatality  which  controuls  courage  ;  and  cat!  a 
moment  of  wcaknefs  counterbalance  thofe  examples  of  grcat- 
nefs  and  elevation  of  foul  which  they  have  at  all  times  exhi- 
bited, and  which  they  ftill  continue  daily  tp  difplay  ? 

They  ha^^c  a  high  idea  of  honour  and  liberty,  which  they 
fometimcs  carry  fo  far  that  it  is  difficult  to  fay  by  what  name 
we  ought  to  call  the  fentiment  by  which  they  are  animated. 
One  of  them  wrote  to  her  fon^  who  in  a  battle  had  faved  him- 
fclf  by  flight  :  "  Difgraceful  reports  are  circulated  concerning 
you  ;  refute  them,  or  ceafe  to  live  ^.'*  An  Athenian  mother^ 
in  fimilar  circumftances,  wrote  thus  to  her  fon  :  **  I  owe  you- 
many  thanks  for  having  prcferved  yourfelf  for  me  ^"    Thofe 


f  Plut,  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  pi  49.  Id 
Apophtb.  Lacon.  t.  ii,  p.  «29.  Hcra- 
clid.  Font,  in  Antiq.  Crxc.  t.  vi.  p. 
2823. 

5  Aiiftot.  de  Rpp.  lib.  2.  cap.  9.  t. 
ii,  p.  3^8.     Plut,  in  A^iiU  t.  i.  p.  798. 


Id.  in  Amator.  t.  ii.  p.  76X. 
b  Flut.  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  48. 
1  Arillot.  de  Rep.  lib.  %,  cap.  9.  t.  H. 

^  Plot.  Inftit.  Lacon.  t^  ii.  p.  341. 
*  Stob.  Senn.  196.  p.  576. 
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-«Tcn-who  arc  willing  to  excufc  the  latter  of  thefe  women,  can- 
•not  but  admire  the  former  ;  nor  will  they  be  Icfs  affeûed  by 
"die  anfwcr  of  ArgiJconis,  the  mother  of  the  celebrated  Brafi- 
daS)  who,  when  fome  Thracians  informed  her  of  the  gloriou^ 
death  of  her  foii,  and  added  that  Lacedxmon  had  never  pro- 
educed  fo  great  a  general,  replied  :  ^*  Strangers,  my  fon  was  in- 
deed a  brave  man  -,  but  learn  that  Xacedœmon  poflefies  jnany 
-ftill  braver  men  than  he"*.'* 

Here  we  fee  nature  fubjeôed  but  not  annihilated,  and  in 
this  confifts  true  courage.  The  ephori  accordingly  decreed 
exemplary lionours  to  this  illxrftrious  woman".  But  who  can 
hear  without  (huddering  the  reply  of  a  mother,  who  when  it 
is  faid  to  her,  **  Your  fon  is  killed  without.quitting  his  rank  ;" 
immediately  anfwers,  *•  Let  him  be  buried,  and  let  his  brother 
take  his  place  °  ;*'  or  of  thatother  who,  waiting  in  the  fubiirb 
to  learn  the  news-of  the  battle,  was  told  by  the  courier  that  her 
îve  fons  were  killed.  I  do  not  come,  faid  (he,  to  enquire  con- 
cerning them,  but  whether  my  country  has  any  thing  to  fear. 
Our  country,  replied  the  meffenger,  triumphs.  It  is  well,  re- 
-tumed  flie,  i  (hall  refign  myfelf  with  plcafure  to  my  own  lofs  p. 
Who,  in  fine,  can  look  without  horror  on  thofe  women  who 
■put  to  death  with  their  omoi  hands  their  fons  convifted  of 
cowardice  ^  ;  or  thofe  who,  haftening  to  the  field  of  battle, 
caufe  the  body  of  their  only  fon  to  be  fhown  them,  examine 
«ritb  an  anxious  eye  tlie  -wounds  he  has  received,  carefully 
numbering  Aofe  Which  may  honour  or  difgrace  his  fall  ;  and, 
after  fliis "horrible  calculation,  proudly  return  at  the  head  of  the 
party,  or  confine  themfelves  to  their  houfes  .to  conoeal  their 
tears  and  their  fliame  '  *.   ^  * 


■*  Plut.  Apophth,   Lacon.  t.  ii.  p. 
aifiet  240. 
"  Diud.  Sic.  lib.  12.  p.  laa. 
^  PIttt.  Apophth.  LacoQ.  t.  ii.  p.  142. 
P  Id.  ibid.  p.  14 1* 
^  Id.  ibid.     Anthol.  lib.  z.  cap.  5. 

^  ^lian,  Var.  Hxft.  lib.  xz.  cap.  21. 


•  rhislattcr  fart,  and  others  nearly 
it 'Hilar,  appear  to  be  poller!  or  to  the 
times  when  ihc  laws  of  Lycurgus  were 
riçoroufly  obfcrved.  -It  was  not  till  at 
ter  their  decline  that  the  women  and 
cl.iWren  of  Sp-irta  were  aûuated  bj  « 
faife  heroil'm. 
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Thefc  eztrayagances,  or  rather  thefe  enormitieSi  of  honour, 
fo  far  furpafs  the  ilaadard  of  tliat  greatnefs  to  which  human  ua« 
ture  can  afpire,  that  we  never  find  any  of  the  other  fex  at 
Sparta  proceed  to  the  fame  exceffes.  The  rcafon  of  which  is, 
that  with  them  the  love  of  their  country  is  a  virtue  that  per- 
forms fublime  aâions,  but  with  their  wives  a  paflion  that  at- 
tempts extraordinary  things.  Beauty^  ornament,  birth,  or  even 
the  endowments  of  the  mind,  not  being  in  fufficient  efteem  at 
Sparta  to  eftablifli  diftinâions  among  women,  tliey  are  obliged 
to  found  their  claims  to  fuperiority  on  the  number  and  valour 
cf  tlicir  children.  While  they  live,  they  enjoy  the  hopes  which 
they  give  of  future  fame,  and  after  their  death  inherit  the  cele- 
brity they  have  acquired»  It  is  this  fatal  fuccefiion  wliich  ren- 
ders them  ferocious,  and  caufes  their  devotion  to  their  country 
to  be  fometimes  accompanied  with  all  the  frenfy  of  ambition 
and  vanity. 

To  that  elevation  of  foul  which  they  (liQ  fometimes  manifeft 
^t  intervals,  will  foon  fucceed,  without  entirely  deftroying  it, 
ignoble  fentiments,  and  their  life  will  only  be  a  mixture  of 
meannefs  and  magnanimity,  barbarifm  and  voluptuoufnefs.  Al- 
ready many  among  them  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  fwayed  by  the 
fplendour  of  riches  and  the  attrapions  of  pleafure  *.  The  Athe- 
nians, who  loudly  condemn  the  liberty  permitted  to  women  at 
Sparta,  triumph  when  they  fee  this  liberty  degenerate  into  U- 
centioufnefs  '.  Even  philofophers  cenfure  Lycurgus  for  having 
been  folcly  attentive  to  the  education  of  the  men  ". 

We  will  examine  how  far  this  accufation  is  founded  in  ano-. 
ther  chapter,  and  at  the  fame  time  confidcr  the  cau&s  of  the 
decline  which  has  taken  place  in  the  manners  of  the  Spartans  \ 
for  it  muft  be  confeflcd  they  are  no  longer  what  they  were  a 
century  ago.  Some  pride  themfelves  in  their  riches  with  im- 
pvmity,  and  others  feek  eagerly  for  employments  which  their  fa- 
thers contented  themfelves  with  dcferving  *#    It  is  not  long 


^  Ariftot  de  Rep.  lib.  ft.  cajK  9.  p.  I      "  Id.  ibid.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  781  ;  lib» 
328.  I  8.  p.  8c6.     Arift.  ibid.  p.  32p. 

«  Flat,  dc  Leg.  lib.  1.  p.  (^7-  I      '  Xcnopb,  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  68^, 
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fince  a  courtefan  was  difcovercd  in  the  environs  of  Sparta  f  ; 
and,  which  is  not  lefs  dangerous,  we  have  feen  Cynifca,  the 
lifter  of  king  Agefilaus,  fend  to  Olympia  a  chariot  with  four 
horfes,  to  difputé  the  prize  in  the  race  ;  we  haVe  feen  her 
triumph  celebrated  by  poets,  and  a  monument  ereâed  in  her 
{lonour  by  the  ftate  '. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  their  degradation,  they  dill  preferve  fomé 
remains  of  their  ancient  greatnefs.  They  never  have  recourfe 
to  diffimulation,  meannefs,  and  that  low  cunning  which  debafes 
the  mind.  They  are  eager  to  acquire  without  avarice,  and  am« 
bidous  without  intrigue.  The  mod  powerful  have  the  modefty 
to  conceal  the  ficentioufnefs  of  their  conduû  *.  They  are  fu- 
gitives who  fear  the  laws  they  have  vtelatcd,  and  regret  the  vir- 
tues they  have  loft. 

I  hate  neverthelefs  feen  Spartans  whofe  magnanimity  in- 
^it^d  others  to  imitation.  They  maintained  their  fuperiority 
without  effort  and  without  oftentation,  nor  could  they  be  al- 
hired  to  mean  compliance  by  the  fplendour  of  dignities  or  the  ^ 
hope  of  rewards  j  for  they  neither  feared  poverty  nor  death, 
ïn  my  laft  journey  to  Lacedaemon,  I  happened  to  be  in  com-  ( 
pany  with  Talecrus,  who  was  very  poor,  and  Damindas,  who 
enjoyed  an  eafy  fortune,  when  there  came  in  one  of  thofe  men 
whom  Philip  kept  in  pay  to  procure  him  partifans  by  bribes. 
He  faid  to  the  former  :  What  Wealth  have  you  ?  Every  necef- 
fary,  anfwercd  Talecrus,  turning  his  back  on  him  ^,  He  threat- 
ened the  latter  with  the  anger  of  Philip.  Coward,  replied 
Damindas,  what  hurt  can  your  matter  do  to  men  who  defpife 
deaths? 

When  I  contemplate  at  leifure  this  mixture  of  growing  vices 
and  ancient  virtues,  I  feem  to  myfelf  in  tlie  midfl;  of  a  foreft  that 
has  been  ravaged  by  the  flames  ;  I  behold  fome  trees  reduced 
tX>  afhes,  others  half  confumed^  apd  others  which,  ftill  remain- 
ing undamaged,  proudly  lift  their  lofty  heads  to  the  ikies. 


y  Id.  Hirf.  Otsec.  lib.  3;  p.  4P5.  I      ■  Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  2.  cap.9.  p. 330. 

'  Piut  Apo[Aitfa.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  an.  I      ^  piut.  Apophth.  Làcoii.  t.  if.  p.  2J1. 


P&ofati.  lib.  3,  cap.  8.  p.  %7.%.  Id.  c»p.  |      ^  Id.  ibid.  p.  arp. 
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CHAP.   XLIX. 

Of  the  Religion  and  FeflivaU  of  the  Spartans. 

JL  HE  objeâs  of  public  worfliîp  at  Lacedsemon  only  infpire  a 
profound  reverence  and  an  abfolute  ûlence  ;  neither  difcuifions 
nor  doubts  concerning  them  are  permitted.  To  adore  the  gods^ 
and  honour  the  heroes,  compofes  the  whole  of  the  religious  doc- 
trine of  the  Spartans. 

Among  the  heroes  to  whom  temples,  altars,  and  ftatues  have 
been  ereâed,  the  moft  diftinguiihed  are  Hercules,  Caftor^ 
Pollux,  Achilles,  Ulyfles,  and  Lycurgus.  Thofe  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  different  traditions  of  nations  will  be  fur- 
prifed  to  fee  Helen  partake  with  Manelaus  in  honours  almoft 
divine  ^,  and  the  ftatue  of  Clytemneilra  placed  by  the  fide  of 
that  of  Agamemnon  ^. 

The  Spartans  are  extremely  credulous.  One  of  them  in  the 
night  imagined  that  he  faw  a  fpeâre  wandering  round  a  tomb. 
He  purfued  it  with  his  uplifted  fpear,  crying  out,  It  is  in  vain 
that  thou  attempeft  to  efcape  me,  thou  (hall  die  a  fécond  time  ^ 
It  is  not  the  priefts  who  cherifli  this  fuperftition  among  the 
people,  but  the  ephori.  Thofe  magiftrates  fometimes  pafs  the 
night  in  the  temple  of  Pafiphae,  and  the  next  day  relate  their 
dreams  as  realities  ^. 

Lycurgus,  who  could  not  afiume  a  power  over  religious  opi- 
nions, fupprefled  the  abufes  they  had  occafioned.  In  every  other 
country  the  gods  may  only  be  prefented  with  viâims  without 
blemifh,  which  are  frequently  facrificed  with  ceremonious  mag- 
nificence. At  Sparta  the  oblations  are  but  of  little  value,  and 
QfFered  with  that  modefty  which  becomes  fuppliants  K  Other 
nations  importune  the  gods  with  indifcreet  and  long  prayers  $ 


<1  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  6i.  Ifocr. 
Encom.  Helen,  t.  ii.  p.  144.  Paufan. 
Jib,  3.  cap.  15.  p.  244. 

^  Paufan,  ibid^,  cap,  r^.  p.  258, 


f  Plut.  Apophtfa.  Lacon.  t.  iL  p.  9S#. 
S  Id.  in  Agid.  r.  i.  p.  80 j.    Ciccr. 
de  Divin,  lib.  J.  cap.  43*  t.  lii.  p.  36* 
^  Id.  in  Lycarç.  t.  i.  p.  5a. 
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die  Spartans  only  requeft  from  them  the  favour  that  they  may 
achieve  great  aâions  after  having  performed  good  ones  *  ;  and 
conclude  with  thefe  words,  the  profound  fenfe  of  which  will  be 
felt  by  elevated  minds  :  **  Grant  us  the  fortitude  to  fupport  in- 
juftice  ^."  The  eye  is  not  here  offended  with  the  fight  of  dead 
bodies  as  among  the  neighbouring  dates.  Mourning  lads  but 
eleven  days  '.  If  grief  is  real,  it  ought  not  to  be  limited  to 
time;  and  if  fiâitious,  its  impofture  ought  not  to  be  pro- 
longed. 

Hence  we  may  conclude  that  if  the  worfliip  of  the  Lacedae- 
monians is,  like  that  of  the  other  Greeks,  polluted  with  errors 
and  prejudices  in  theory,  it  at  lead  in  praâice  abounds  in  rea- 
fonand  good  fenfe. 

The  Athenians  have  imagined  they  fliould  detain  Viftory  with 
diemfelves,  by  reprcfenting  that  divinity  without  wings  K  For 
the  fame  reafon  the  Spartans  have  fometimes  reprefented  Mars 
and  Venus  in  chains  ".  That  warlike  nation  has  given  arms  to 
Venus,  and  put  a  fpear  in  the  hands  of  all  the  gods  and  god- 
dcflcs*.  The  Spartans  have  placed  the  datue  of  Death  by  the 
fide  of  that  of  Sleep,  that  they  may  accudom  themfelves  to  be- 
hold both  vïdth  the  fame  eye  p.  They  have  dedicated  a  temple 
to  the  Mufes,  becaufe  they  march  to  battle  to  the  melodious 
founds  of  the  flute  or  the  lyre  ^  ;  another  to  Neptune  who 
fhakes  the  earth,  becaufe  they  inhabit  a  country  fubjeâ  to  fre- 
quent earthquakes  '  ;  and  another  to  Fear,  becaufe  there  are  fa- 
lutary  fears,  fuch  as  the  fear  of  the  laws  ». 

They  celebrate  a  great  number  of  fedivals,  in  the  greater 
part  of  which  I  have  feen  three  chorufes  of  old  men,  men  of 
mature  age,  and  boys,  march  in  order,  the  old  men  finging 
thefe  words  : 


i  Pitt,  in  Alcib.  t.  ii.  p.  148. 
k  Pittt.  Inftit.  LacoD.  t.  ii.  p.  2jp. 
1  Id.  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  55. 
**  Panfan.  lib.  I.  cap.  2  a.  p.  52. 
**  Id.  lib.  3.  cap.  15.  p.  245  et  246. 
^  Plttt.  Apophtb.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p-  232* 
!&•  loftit.  Lacoo.  p,  239. 


P  Paufan.  lib.  3.  cap.  18.  p.  253. 

^  rd.  ibid.  cap.  17.  p.  251. 

^  Xfnoph.  Hift.  Grace,  lib.  6.  p.  do8. 
Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  367.  Paufan.  lib.  ^. 
cap.  20.  p.  260.  Euftath.  in  Iliad. 
lib.  2.  p.  294. 

*  Piut.  in  Agid.  t.  i.  p.  8o3. 
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In  dajt  long  paft  and  gone  were  we 
Young,  vigotottSi  hardj,  brave,  and  free» 

To  which  the  men  of  mature  age  anfwer  : 

We  who  fucceed  you  now  are  fo, 

As  thofe  who  dare  to  doubt  fhall  know. 

While  die  childrisn  who  follow  them  reply  : 

The  fame  (hall  wc  one  day  be  feen. 
And  e'en  furpafi  what  you  have  been  u 

In  the  feftivals  of  Bacchus  I  have  feen  wornen»  to  the  number 
of  eleven^  difpute  the  prize  in  running  "  ;  and  I  have  followed 
the  maidens  of  Sparta  when,  in  the  midft  of  the  joyful  acclama- 
tions of  the  people,  they  have  repaired  in  chariots  *  to  the  little 
town  of  Therapne,  to  prefent  their  offerings  at  the  tomb  of 
Menelaus  and  Helen  '. 

During  the  feftival  pf  Apollo,  fumamed  Cameus,  which  i% 
annually  celebrated  toward  the  end  of  the  fummer  ',  and  which 
lafts  nine  days^,  I  have  been  prefent  at  the  competitions  of  the 
players  oi^  the  cithara  ^.  I  faw  ereâed  round  the  city  nine 
booths,  or  arboi^rs,  in  the  form  of  tents,  in  which  every  day 
new  guefts,  to  the  number  of  eighty-one,  nine  for  each  tent, 
take  their  repafts.  Certain  ofEcers,  appointed  by  lot,  attend  to 
maintain  order  ^  ^  and  the  whole  is  conduced  by  the  repeated 
proclamations  pf  a  herald  '•  This  is  the  image  of  a  camp,  yet 
has  it  not  much  immediate  relation  to  war  ^  for  nothing  may 
interrupt  this  feftival,  and  however  imminent  the  danger  may 


'Plut,  in  Lfcurg.  t.  i.  p.  53* 
"  Paufan.  lib.  3.  cap.  13.  p.  239* 

*  Plat  in  Agcf.  t.  i.  p.  606,  Hcfych. 
in  rUrmê, 

^  Ifocr.  Encom.  Helen,  t.  ii.  p.  144* 
Paufan.  lib.  3.  cap.  19.  p.  259. 

*  Dodwcl.  Annal.  Tfcucyd.  p.  1 7 8. 
Freret.  Mem.  dc  TAcad.  des  Bell.  Let. 


t.  zviii.  Hiit.  p.  Z38.  CurfitL  Faft.  Atn 
t.  ii.  p.  452. 

^  Demetr.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  4.  cap.  9. 
p.  141. 

b  Hellan.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  14.  cap. 
4.  p.  635.  Plot.  infttt.Lacon.  t.il.  p.  238. 

^  Hefych.  in  KmffUr. 

^  Demetr.  ap.  Athen.  p.  141. 
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\}e,  éït  army  muft  wait  till  it  is  concluded  before  it  takes  the 
fields 

The  faiAc  religious  refpeft  detains  the  Lacedœmonians  at 
Lome  during  the  feftiral  of  Hyacinth',  celebrated  in  Ae 
fpring  »,  and  efpccially  by  the  inhabitants  of  Amyclx  **.  Tra- 
dition rebtes  that  Hyacinth,  the  fon  of  a  king  of  Lacedxmon, 
was  paffionately  beloved  by  Apollo  ;  that  Zephyr,  jealous  of  his 
beauty,  direâed  on  him  the  quoit  that  deprived  him  of  life,  and 
that  Apollo  who  had  thrown  it  could  only  confole  himfelf  for 
his  death  by  changing  the  young  prince  into  the  flower  which 
bears  his  name  '.  Annual  games  were  inftituted  S  the  firft  and 
third  days  of  which  only  exhibit  fadnefs  and  mourning.  The 
fécond  is  a  day  of  rejoicing,  and  all  Lacedxmon  abandons  itfelf 
to  the  intoxication  of  joy  ;  it  is  a  day  of  liberty,  and  on  it  the 
flaTes  eat  at  die  fame  table  with  their  mafters  ^ 

On  every  fide  are  feen  chorufes  of  boys,  clad  only  in  a  tunic, 
fome  playing  on  the  lyre,  or  celebrating  Hyacinth  in  ancient 
fongs  a<5companied  by  the  flute,  others  executing  dances,  and 
others  on  horfeback  difplaying  their  dexterity  in  the  place  fet 
apart  for  fuch  exhibitions  ^. 

Soon  after  the  pomp,  or  folemn  proceflion,  advances  towards 
Amyclse,  conduced  by  a  leader  who,  under  the  name  of  legate, 
is  appcHnted  to  offer  in  the  temple  of  Apollo  the  vows  of  the 
ftate  *•  As  foon  as  this  procbffion  has  arrived  at  the  place  of 
its  deftination,  a  folenm  facrifice  commences  by  pouring  forth, 
as  a  libation,  wine  and  milk  within  the  altar  which  ferves  as  a 
bafe  to  the  ftatue.  This  altar  is  the  tomb  of  Hyacinth  ^.  A-* 
round  it  are  ranged  twenty  or  five  and  .twenty  boys,  and  as 
many  young  maidens,  who  fing  in  the  mofl:  charming  concert 


*  Hnodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  lod.  Tbncyd. 
lib.  5.  cap.  76.   Schoi.  Thucyd.  in  cap. 

54. 

f  Id.  ibid.  lib.  9.  cap.  6  et  11. 

S  Corfiji.  Fai^.  Att.  t.  2.  p.  451. 

1^  Xenoph,  Hi  ft.  Gr«c.  lib.  4-  P*  S^S* 
Strab.  lib.  6.  p.  %79.  Meurf.  Grec. 
Feriat.  in  Hyacinth. 

1  Nicand.  in  Tbcriac.  v.  99%.  Ovid. 


Metam.  lib.  la  fab.  5.  Paafan.  lib.  3^ 
cap.  I.  p.  ac4;  cap.  19.  p.  358.  Plm. 
lib.  ix.  cap.  II.  p.  244. 

^  Ovid.  ibid.  v.  219. 

1  Polycr.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  4.  cap.  7* 

P-  ^39' 

^  Id.  Ibid.  Xenoph.  in  Agef.  p.  66%. 
'^  Infcript.  Fourmont.  in  Bibl.  R.eg. 
•  Paufan.  lib.  3.  cap.  19.  p.  »57» 
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in  prefence  of  many  of  the  magiftratc&^f  Lacedaempn  p  *•-  For 
in  this  city,  as  w^U  as  throughout  all  Greece,  religious  cere-^  - 
monies  are  the  care  of  government',  and  kings  and  their  children 
confider  it  as  their  duty  to  tdce  a.  principal  part  in  them.  In- 
cur time  we  have  fcen  Agefilaus,  after  the  moft  brilliant  vifto- 
ries,  take  the  place  af&gned  him^  by  the  mailer  of  the  chorus^ 
and,  undiftinguiihed  from  the  other  citizens,.  iing.witlLthem  the. 
hymn  of  ^Apollo  in  the  feftival  of  Hyacinth  ^. 

The  difcipUne  of  the  Spartans  is  fuch  that  their  pleafures  arc 
ever  accompanied  with  a  certain  decency.  Even  during  the- 
feftivals'of  Bacchus,  whether  in  the  city  or  die  country,  no  per-^ 
Ion  ventures  to  tranfgre&  the  law  which  prohibits,  the  immode»^ 
rate  ufe  of  wine  ^^ 


CHAP.   L. 

Of  Military  Service  among  the  Spartans, 

The  Spartans  are  obliged  to  ferve  in  the  army  from  the  age  of 
twenty  to  that  of  fixry,  but  after  that  age  they  are  not  required 
to  bear  arms,  unlefs  the  enemy  enters  Laconia  ». 

When  levies  of  troops  ate  to  be  made,  the  ephori  command 
By  a  heraid  that  all  the  citizens,  from*  twenty  years  old  to  a 
certain  age  mentioned  in  the  proclamation  ■,  immediately  pre- 
fent  themfelvcs  to  ferve  in  the  heavy-armed  infantry,  or  in  the 
cavalrjTj  and  the  fame  notice  is-  given  «o  the  labourers  who  arc 
to  follow  the  army  "\ 

As  the  citizens  art  divided  into  five  tribes,  the  heavy-armed 
infantry  is  diftributed  into  five  regiments,  which  are  ufually 
commanded  by  as  many  polemarchs  '.    Each  regiment  is  com- 


P  Infcript.  Fourmont.  in  Bibl.  Rcg^. 
♦  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
'  Xenoph,  in  Agef.  p.  56  r. 

'  Plat.de  Leg.  lib.  i.  t.  ii.  p.  537.  _^ ^ 

*^oophv  HHt^^GrsBc^lib^  5»  p.  56S.  I  Diod.>  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  3Jo. 


•  Plut,  in  Agef.  t.  i.  p.  60^  et  5 10. 

t  Xenoph.  Hi  ft.  Grxc.  lib.  6.  p.  5^7» 
"  Id.  de  Rep-  Laced,  p.  685. 
*  Ariflot.  ap.  Harpocrat.   iu  J 
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pofed  of  four  battalions,  eight  pentecoftys,  and  fizteen  enomo» 
tias,  or  companies  ^  *. 

On  certain  occafiohs,  inftead  of  fendbg  a  whole  regiment» 
ibme  battalions  are  detached,  and  then,  by  doubling  or  quad- 
rapling  their  companies,  each  battalion  is  increafed  to  two  hunp* 
dred  and  fifty-fix,  or  even  to  five  hundred  and  twelve  men  '• 
I  am  fpeaking  of  particiilar  cafes,  and  not  general  rules,  for  the 
number  of  men  in  each  encnnotia  is  not  always  the  fame  *,  and 
the  general,  to  conceal  the  knowledge  of  his  ftrength  from  the 
enemy  ^,  frequently  varies  the  compofition  of  his  anny.  Befides 
thefe  five  regiments,  there  is  a  body  of  fix  hundred  chofen  men» 
called  iciritae,  who  have  fometimes  turned  the  fcale  of  viâory  ^. 

The  principal  arms  of  the  foot  foldier  are  the  pike  and  buck* 
1er,  ,  I  do  not  reckon  the  fword,  which  is  only  a  kind  of  poni- 
ard that  he  carries  at  his  belt  ^.  On  the  pike  he  placeahis  chief 
dependence,  and  fcarcely  ever  quits  it  while  he  is  in  the  army  ^» 
A  foreigner  once  &id  to  the  ambitious  Agefilaus,  Where  do  yoa 
place  the  boundaries  of  Laconia  I  At  the  end  of  our  pikes» 
replied  he  ^ 

The  body  of  the  foldier  Is  defçnded  by  a  buckler  of  brafs  «  of 
an  oval  form,  cue  with  a  hollow  on  one  fide,  and  fometimes  on 
both,  terminating  in  a  point  at  the  two  extremities,  and  in« 
(aibed  with  tlic  initial  letters  of  the  word  Lacedsemon  \  By 
this  mark  the  nation  is  known  ;  but  another  is  ftiil  requifite  for 
each  foldier  to  dlfcover  his  own  buckler,  fmce  he  is  obliged  to- 
bring  it  back  with  him  under  pain  of  infamy.  He  therefore 
choofes  fome  fymbol,  which  he  procures  to  be  engraven  on  it» 
A  certain  Lacedaemonian  was  rallied  by  his  friends  for  having 
chofen  for  his  emblem  a  fly  of  the  natural  fize.    I  will,  faid  he. 


r  Thucyd.  lib.  5.  cap.  46.  Xenoph. 
de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  685. 

*  Sec  DOte  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

*  Tbucyd.  lib.  6,  cap.  68.  Schol.  ib. 

*  Xenoph  Hift.  Graec.  lib.  tf.  p.  5p6. 
Said,  in  E,9*ÊfêC^, 

^  Thucyd.  ibid. 

^  Id.  ibid.  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  350. 

^  Meurf.  Mifcell.  Lacoo.lib.  a.  cap.  i. 


*  Xenoph.  dc  Rep.  Laced,  p.  (ÏS7. 
Pint.  Apophth.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  ajd. 

f  Plut.  ibid.  p.  210. 

^  Xenupfa.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  685. 

b  Paufan.  lib.  4.  cap.  a3.  p.  ^48. 
£uft^ath.  in  Iliad,  lib.  a.  ;^.  79,^.  Mem. 
de  r  Acad,  des  fieil.  Lettr.  t.  zvi.  HUt. 
p.  lOx.  • 


Digitized 


by  Google" 


^é  «TRAVELS  IK  GKKRCt. 

in  reply,  approach  fo  near  the  enemy  that  they  (hall  diftinélly 
ièemy  mark^ 

The  foldier  wears  a  kind  of  coat  of  fcarlet  colour  \  which 
colour  has  been  chofen  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  perceiving 
the  blood  that  he  has  caufed  to  flow  '. 

The  king  marches  at  the  head  of  the  army,  preceded  by  a 
body  of  fciritœ,  as  well  as  by  horfemen,  fent  forward  to  recon« 
Boitre.  He  frequently  offers  facrifices,  at  which  are  prefent  the 
officers  of  the  Lacedxmonian  troops  and  thofe  of  the  allies  °>, 
Frequently  he  changes  his  camp,  either  to  proteâ  the  terrii* 
lories  of  the  latter,  or  to  lay  wafte  thofe  of  the  enemy  °. 

The  foldiers  every  day  perform  the  exercifes  of  the  gynmna-« 
fiom  ;  a  place  is  traced  out  for  this  purpofe  in  the  environs  of 
Ûie  camp.  After  the  morning  exercifes,  they  remain  feated  on 
the  ground  till  dinner^  and  after  thofe  of  the  evening  fing  hymns 
in  honour  of  the  gods,  and  lie  all  night  on  their  arms.  The 
intervals  of  the  day  are  paffed  in  different  amufements  ^  ;  for 
tliey  are  then  fubjcâed  to  fewer  labours  than  they  were  before 
they  took  the  field  :  it  may  be  faid  that  war  is  to  them  a  time 
of  leifure  and  reft  p. 

On  the  day  of  battle,  the  king,  in  imitation  of  Hercules,  facri- 
fices  a  fhe-goat,  while  the  flute-players  play  the  air  of  Caflor  *»- 
He  then  fings  the  hymn  of  battle,  which  all  the  foldiers,  with 
their  brows  girt  with  crowns,  repeat  in  concert  ^.  After  this 
moment,  fo  terrible  and  fo-  grand,  they  adjuft  their  hair  and 
their  clothes,  clean  their  arms,  eagerly  prefs  tiieir  officers  to 
lead  them  to  the  field  of  honour,  animate  each  other  by  falHes 
of  pleafantry  *,  and  march  forward  in  order  of  battle,  to  the 


I  Plut.  Apophtb.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  434.  1      P  Plut,  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  53. 

k  Xeooph.  d€  Rep.  Laced,  p.  685.     I      ^  Xenoph.  de  Rep:  Laced,  p.  689, 


I  Pivt.  Inftit.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  S38 
Valer.  Max.  lib.  2.  cap.  6.  Schol.  A- 
riilopb.  in  Pace.  v.  1x73. 

°^  Xenopk.  ibid.  p.  669. 

**  Id.  ibid,  de  Rep.  Laced,  t.  ii«  p.  6S7. 

•  Id-  ibid,  et  p.  688. 


Plut.  ibid.  Id.  de  Muf.  t.  ii.  p.  1I40* 
Poll.  lib.  4.  cap.  10.  §  78.  PolytcD.  Stra- 
tag.  lib.  1.  cap.  10. 

*"  Plut.  ibid.  Poll.  lib.  4.  cap.  7.  $  53. 

'  Xeuopb.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  ()Sp. 
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fonaà  of  flutes,  which  «xcite  and  moderate  their  courages 
The  king  takes  his  ftation  in  the  fir^  rank»  attended  by  a  hun- 
dred young  warriors^  who,  under  pain  (^  infamy,  muft  xUk 
their  lives  to  prefenre  his  ",  and  Ibme  athletx  who  have  gained 
the  firize  in  the  public  games  of  Greece,  and  who  confider  this 
poft  as  die  moft  glorious  of  diftinâions  ^. 

I  fliall  bj  nothing  of  the  fcientific  manoeuvres  which  the 
Sp^trt^ns  e^ecutp  before  tbç  attack  and  during  the  battle  ;  their 
taâics  appear  at  firft  complicated  7,  but  the  leaft  attention  wiU 
be  fvficiept  to  convince  us  that  they  have  forefeen  and  facili^ 
^ted  every  thing,  and  that  the  military  inftitudons  of  Lycurgus 
9rp  preferable  to  thofe  of  other  nations  K 

It  i»  a  difgrace  to  every  man  to  fly  before  his  enemy,  but  to 
the  Spartai^  it  is  s^  ihame  even  to  have  entertained  a  thought  of 
it  *.  Tet  their  courage,  though  ardent  and  impetuous,  is  not  a 
h^d  fury.  There  is  no  one  among  them  who,  fhould  be  hear 
the  fignal  of  rçtreat  in  the  heat  of  the  battle,  and  while  bi« 
fword  is  uplifted  againil  his  enemy  fallen  at  his  feet,  would  not 
immediately  ftop  his  hand,  and  own  that  his  firft  duty  is  to  obey 
hisgeneral^ 

This  race  of  men  was  not  bom  to  fubmit  to  bondage  \  the 
law  taceflantly  exclaims  to  them»  Die  rather  than  be  flaves. 
Bias,  who  commanded  a'body  of  troops,  having  fufibred.himfelf 
to  be  fuiprifed  by  Iphicrates,  fome  of  his  foldiers  faid  to  him, 
«  What  is  to  be  done  ?"  ^  You,"  anfwered  he,  **  muft  retreat» 
I  muft  fight  and  die  ^" 

The  Spartans  prefer  keeping  their  ranks  and  preferving  good 
order,  to  killing  a  finall  number  more  of  the  enemy  ^.  They  are 
not  Qidy  forbidden  to  purfue  a  flying  foe,  but  alfo  to  ftrip  the 
dead  bodies  till  they  have  received  orders  ^  for  it  is  their  duty  to. 


*  Thucyd.  lib.  £.  cap.  70.  Polyb. 
lib-  4.  p.  2tç.  Plut,  de  Ira,  t.  u.  p.  458. 
Atben.  lib.  it,  p*  5 it,  lib.  14.  p.  616, 
Aul.  Gell.  lib.  |.  cap.  ir. 

"  Herod.  lib.  6.  cap.  S^*  Ifocr.  Epi  ft. 
ad  Philip,  t.  i.  p.  445. 


Id  Syaipof.  lib.  a.  cap.  5.  t.  if.  p.  ^jp. 
y  Xenoph.  de  Rep.  Laced.  p.  6S£. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  685  et  68^ 

*  Senec.  Suas  a.  t.  iii.  p.  i6. 

^  Plut.  Àpophth.  LacQD.  t<  >i*  P*  ^l^- 
Id.  ibîd.  p.  a  19. 


'  Plat,  in  Lycar^.  t.  i.  p.  53.  et  54.  '      <1  P4u(an.  lib.  4.  cap-  8.  p.  300. 
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be  more  attentive  to  fecure  the  vîâory  than  the  plunder  «. 
Three  hundred  Spartans  are  appointed  to  fee  that  this  hw  is 
properly  obfcrvcd  ^. 

If  the  general  has  had  a  number  of  foldiers  taken  prifoners 
in  battle,  he  muft  rifk  a  fécond  aâion  to  recover  them  from  the 
enemy  *. 

If  a  foldier  has  quitted  his  rank,  he  is  obliged  to  remain  a  cer- 
tain time  (landing,  and  leaning  on  his  buckler,  in  fight  of  the 
whole  army  \ 

Cowardice,  of  which  examples  were  formerly  extremely  rare, 
fubjeâs  the  Spartan  who  is  found  guilty  of  it  to  all  the  horrors 
of  infamy.  He  can  afpire  to  no  office  ;  if  he  is  married  no 
family  will  contrad  an  alliance  with  his,  and  if  he  is  not,  he 
can  marry  into  none  K  It  feems  as  if  his  pollution  was  fuppofed 
to  defile  all  his  pofterity. 

Thofe  who  ire  flain  in  battle  are  buried,  like  the  other  citi- 
zens, with  a  red  garment  and  an  olive  branch,  the  fymbols, 
among  the  Spartans,  of  warlike  virtues  K  If  they  have  diftin- 
guiflied  themfelves  by  their  valour,  their  names  are  infcribed  on 
their  tombs,  which  are  fometimes  ornamented  with  the  figure 
of  a  lion  K  But  if  a  foldier  has  received  his  mortal  wound  af- 
ter having  turned  his  back  on  his  enemy,  he  is  deprived  of 
J>urial  ". 

The  fuccefs  which  has  been  obtained  by  prudence  is  prefer- 
red to  that  which  is  gained  by  bravery  only  °.  The  fpoils  of  the 
enemy  are  not  hung  up  in  the  temples.  Ofierings  which  have, 
been  taken  from  cowards,  faid  king  Cleomenes,  ought  not  to  be 
expofed  to  the  eyes  of  the  gods,  nor  to  thofe  of  our  youth  ^. 
A  viûory  formerly  occafioned  neither  joy  nor  furprife  j  but  in 


•  Thucyd.  Ub.  5.  cap.  73.  Plot,  in 
Lycur^.  p.  54.  Id.  Apophth.  Lacon.  t. 
il.  p.  2a8.  £lian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  6. 
cap.  ^• 

f  Meurf.  Mifcell.  Lacon.  lib.  2. 
cap.  I. 

f  Xenoph.  Hift,  CrKC^lib.  3.  p.  507. 

h  Id*  ibid.  p.  4S1. 

i  Plut,  ia  Agcf.  t.  i.  p.  61%,    U. 

I 


Apophtb.    Lacon.  t.  iL  p.  214. 

k  Id.  ibid.  Inflit.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  138. 
Hcrodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  124. 

1  Id.  Ibid.  ^lian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  6. 
cap.  6. 

^  Meurf.  MiCceU.  Lacon.  Ub.  2. 
cap.  I. 

^  Plat.  luftit.  LacoD.p.  ai8. 

0  Id.  ibid.  p.  324. 
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our  time  an  hdvontage  gained  by  Archidamus,  fon  of  Agefilaus, 
produced  fuch  lively  tranfports  of  joy  among  the  Spartans,  that 
no  doubt  can  any  longer  remain  of  their  decline  ^ 

Only  men  without  experience,  or  who  are  deficient  in  yi« 
gour  or  martial  ardour,  enter  into  the  cavalry.  The  rich  citi- 
zen fumiflies  the  arms,  and  provides  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the 
horfe^..  If  this  body  has  gained  fome  advantages,  Lacedse- 
mon  b  indebted  for  them  to  the  foreign  horie  foldiers  which 
(he  madntains  in  her  pay'.  In  general,  the  Spartans  rather 
cfaoofe  to  ierve  in  the  infantry.  Perfuaded  that  tn\e  courage 
is  fuiScient  to  itfelf,  they  wiih  to  fight  hand  to  hand.  I  was 
in  company  with  king  Archidamus  when  the  model  of  a  ma* 
chine  for  throwing  darts,  then  lately  invented  in  Sicily,  was 
prefented  to  him.  After  having,  for  fome  time,  examined  it 
with  attention  ;  «  Valour,*'  faid  he,  "  is  now  rendered  ufe- 
Ids».'' 

Laconia  may  maintain- about  thirty  thoufand  heavy  armed 
infantry,  and  fifteen  hundred  cavalry^  ;  but  whether  popular 
tion  has  not  been  fufficiently  encouraged,  or  whether  the  ftate 
be  not  ambitious  of  bringing  great  armies  into  the  field,  the 
Spartans,  who  have  often  marched  in  a  national  body  againft 
the  neighbouring  ftates",  have  never  employed  in  diftant  expe* 
diticHis  but  a  fmall  number  of  native  troops.  They  had,  it  i$ 
true,  forty-five  thoufand  men  at  the  battle  of  Flataea,  but  among 
them  were  only  five  thoufand  Spartans,  and  as  many  T^accdg* 
monians  ;  all  the  reft  were  Helots*.  At  the  battle  of  Leu£ha 
there  were  only  feven  hundred  Spartans  in  the  army  7. 

It  was  not,  therefore,  to  her  own  forces  that  Sparta  was  in* 
debted  for  her  fuperiority  over  the  other  ftates  of  Greece  ;  and 
though,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Peloponnefian  war,  ihe  caufed 
fixty  thoufand  men  to  march  againft  the  Athenians,  this  was 


P  U.  in  Agcf.  t.  i.  p.  614. 

^  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grace,  lib.  6.  p.  59^. 

'  Id.  de  Magiftr.  Equir.  p.  971. 

*  Plut.  Apophtb.  Ltcon.  t.  ii.  p.  aif . 

t  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  a.  cap.  9.  t.  ii. 


p.  3«9- 
"  Xenoph.  Hift.  Gnec.  lit.  7.  p.  643, 
^  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  to  et  11.  Plat. 

in  Apef.  t.  L  p.  325. 
y  Xenoph.  ibid.  lib.  6,  p.  597. 
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beeatife  the  ftates  of  Peloporinefus»  the  greater  part  of  which 
had,  for'Tereral  centuries^  been  in  alliance  with  her,  had  joined 
their  forces  to  hers'.  In  our  times,  her  armies  hâve  been 
compofed  of  a  few  Spartans,  and  a  body  of  neddami,  or  new- 
ly enfranchifed  citizens  J  to  which  were  added,  according  to 
circumftances,  troops  from  Laconia,  and  a  ftill  greater  number 
fumiihed  by  the  cities  in  alliance  with  Lacedaemon  K 

After  the  battle  of  Leuâra,  Epaminondas,  having  reftored 
Sberty  to  Meflënia,  deprived  the  Spartans,  by  whom  it  had 
long  been  held  in  flavery,  of  the  means  of  recruiting  in  that 
country  ;  and  feveral  of  the  ftates  of  Peloponnefus  having  for- 
faken  them,  their  power,  heretofore  fo  formidable,  funk  into  st 
ftate  of  feeblenefs  from  which  it  is  not  probable  that  it  will 
ever  recover. 


CHAP.   LI. 

^  Defence  of  the  Laws  of  Lycurgus  :  Caufes  of  their  Decline, 

I  RAVE  faid  above,  that  Fhilotas  had  fet  out  for  Athens  the 
day  after  our  arrival  at  Lacedaemon.  He  had  not  yet  returned, 
it  which  I  was  very  uneafy  :  I  could  not  conceive  how  he 
could  fupport  for  fo  long  a  time  a  feparation  fo  cruel.  But, 
before  I  left  Lacedsemoii  to  rejoin  him,  I  was  defirous  to  have 
ak  fecond  converfation  with  Damonax.  In  the  former,  he  had 
confidered  the  laws  of  Lycurgus  as  they  were  when  they  flou- 
rifted  in  their  full  vigour,  but  I  every  day  faw  them  yield  with 
fo  little  refiftence  to  dangerous  innovations,  that  I  began  to 
entertain  doubts  of  their  ancient  influence.  I  accordingly  took 
the  firft  opportunity  to  explain  myfclf  to  him  on  this  fubjeft. 
One  evening  the  converfation  infcnfiHy  leading  us  to  meoi^ 
tion  Lycurgus,  I  afiFeâed  lefs  efteem  for  that  great  man  than  I 

'  Thucyd.  lib.  a.  cap.  9.    Plat,  io  |      '  Xeoopb.  in  Agef.  p.  ^52,  6cc. 
Per.  t.  Î.  p.  170.  J        I 
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teally  felt.  It  feems,  faid  I,  that  many  of  your  laws  have  been 
borrowed  from  the  Perfîans  and  the  Egyptians  \  Damonaz 
anfwered  :  The  architeâ  who  conftruâed  the  kbyrinth  of  £- 
gyp^  dcferves  not  lefs  praife  for  having  decorated  its  entrance 
with  that  beautiful  Parian  marble  which  he  procured  from 
fuch  a  diftance^.  To  judge  of  the  genius  of  Lycurgus,  wc 
inuft  confidcr  the  whole  of  his  legiflation.  And  this  whole  k 
is,  replied  I,  of  the  honour  of  which  fome  attempt  to  de- 
prive you.  The  Athenians**,  and  the  Cretans*,  maintain  that 
their  conftitutions,  though  different  from  each  other,  have  yet 
ferved  as  models  for  yours. 

The  teftimony  of  the  former,  replied  Damonax,  is  always 
weakened  by  a  puerile  partiality.  They  allow  us  no  praife  but 
to  appropriate  it  to  themfelves.  The  (^pinion  of  the  Cretans  is 
better  founded*  Lycurgus  adopted  many  of  the  laws  of  Mi«* 
nos,  and  rejeâed  others^.  Thofe  which  he  chofe  he  modified 
in  fuch  a  manner,  and  accommodated  them  fe  well  to  his  plan, 
that  it  may  be  faid  he  difcovered  what  Minos,  and  perhaps 
others  before  him,  had  already  difcovered.  If  we  compare  the 
two  governments,  we  fliall  fee  fometimes  the  ideas  of  a  great 
man  brought  to  perfeâion  by  a  ftill  greater  man,  and  fome- 
times  diâerences  fo  fenfible  that  we  fhail  wonder  how  it  has 
been  poflible  ever  to  confound  them^.  One  great  example  of 
this  oppofition  of  views  is,  that  the  laws  of  Minos  admit  of 
the  inequality  of  fortunes'^,  which  ours  have  forbidden;  and 
hence  cannot  but  refult  an  eflential  diveriity  in  the  conftitutions 
and  manners  of  the  two  people.  Yet,  replied  I,  gold  and  fil- 
yer,  have  now  forced  the  barriers  raifed  againft  them  by  your 
inefièâual  laws,  and  you  are  no  longer,  as  formerly,  happy  from 


t>  Herodot.  Ub.  5.  cap.  59  et  ^Oé  I- 
focr.  in  Bufir.  t.  ii.  p.  162.  Plut,  in 
hjcxufr.  t.  i.  p.  41  et  42.  Diod.  Sic.  lib. 
I.  p.  88w 

^  P.in.  lib.  36.  cap.  13.  p.  379. 

<•  Ifocr.  Panath.  t.  ii.  p.  260. 

*  Herodot.  Ub.  i.  cap.  65.  Pitt,  in 
VtiD,  t.  ii.  p.  318.    Id.  de  Leg.  lib.  3. 


p.  663.  Xenopfa.  Ephor.  CaUiftb.  spu 
Polyb.  Jib.  6,  p*  488.  Aiiftot.  de  Rep, 
lib.  2.  cap.  10.  p.  332.    Strab.  lib.  la. 

P-477-     • 

f  Plut,  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  41. 
»  Polyb.  lib.  6,  p.  489. 
h  Id.iUd. 
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your  privations»  and  rkh,  if  I  may  fo  fpcak,  from  yonr  îndi« 
gencc. 

Damonax  was  about  to  anfwcr»  when  he  heard  fome  perfon 
in  the  ftreet  crying  :  Open,  open  ;  for  at  Lacedxmon  it  is  not 
permitted  to  knock  at  the  door*.  It  was  my  friend;  it  wat 
Philotas.  I  ran  to  embrace  himj  and  in  an  inftant  he  was  in 
my  arms.  I  prefented  htm  again  to  Damonax,  who,  a  moment 
after,  retired,  and  left  us  together.  Philotas  aiked  me  what 
I  thought  of  him.  He  is,  replied  I,  good  and  afiable,  and 
«pofiefles  the  die  politenefs  of  the  heart,  which  is  much  fupc- 
rior  to  that  of  form  and  ceremony  ;  his  manners  are  fimple, 
and  his  fentiments  virtuous.  Philotas  concluded,  that  Damo- 
nax was  as  ignorant  as  the  generality  of  Spartans.  I  added, 
he  is  an  enthufiaftic  admirer  of  the  laws  of  Lycurgus.  Philotas 
remariced,  that  he  thought  his  falutation  more  awkward  this 
time  than  at  our  firft  interview. 

My  friend  was  fo  prejudiced  in  favour  of  his  ovm  nation, 
that  he  defpifed  every  other  people,  and  fovereignly  hated  the 
Lacedaemonians.  He  had  coUeâed  againft  the  latter,  all  the 
ridiculous  pleafantries  levelled  at  them  from  the  ftage  of  Athens, 
all  the  reproaches  with  which  they  are  loaded  by  Athenian  ora^ 
tors,  all  the  aâs  of  injuftice  of  which  they  av^  accufed  by  A- 
thenian  hiftorians,  and  all  the  defeâs  and  errors  which  the 
philofophers  o{  Athens  cenfure  in  the  laws  of  Lycurgus.  Pro- 
vided with  theie  weapons,  he  inceiTantly  attacked  the  partifans 
of  Sparta.  I  have  frequently  endeavoured  to  cure  him  of  this 
prejudice,  for  I  could  not  bear  that  my  friend  (hould  have  a 
fault. 

He  had  returned  to  Laconia  through  ArgoIIs,  from  whence 
to  Lacedaemon,  the  road  isfo  bad  and  rugged,  that  exhaufted 
with  fatigue,  he  faid  to  me,  before  he  went  to  bed.  No  doubt, 
according  to  your  laudable  cuftom,  you  will  make  me  climb  up 
fome  rock,  that  I  may  admire,  at  my  leifure,  the  environs  of 
this  fuperb  city  ;  for  there  is  here  no  want  of  mountains  to 
procure  that  pleafure  to  travellers.    To-morrow,  replied  I,  we 

i  Plat  loftit.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  239* 
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vnU  go  to  the  Menelaion,  an  emineitce  fituated  beyond  the  Eu- 
iotas»  and  Damonax  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  accompany  us. 

The  next  day  ve  pafled  the  Babyx,  which  is  the  name  given 
to  the  bridge  over  the  Eutotas^.  We  foon  came  in  fight  of 
the  ruins  of  fome  houfes  which  formerly  ftood  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  river,  but  which  had  been  destroyed  in  the  late  war  by 
the  army  of  Epaminondas.^  My  friend  took  this  opportunity 
to  pronoonce  the  panegyric  of  the  greateft  enemy  the  Lacedae- 
monians had  ever  had,  and  was  forry  to  find  that  Damonax  did 
not  anfvrer  a  word. 

As  we  continued  our  way,  we  faw  three  or  four  Lacedxmo- 
nians  vrith  cloaks  ftriped  vridi  difièrent  colours,  and  with  their 
faces  fhaved'  only  on  one  fide  ".  What  farce  are  thefe  good 
folks  aâing  ?  faid  Philotas.  They,  faid  Damonax,  are'Tfrni- 
Uerj  ",  fo  called  becaufe  they  ran  avtray  in  the  battle  in  whick 
we  repulfed  the  troops  of  Epaminondas.  They  are  eaCIy  knovm 
by  their  drefs  and  appearance,  of  which  they  are  fo  much  a^ 
flnmed  that  they'only  frequent  folitary  places }  andj  as  youfee» 
Ihnn  our  approach  ^. 

After  having,  firom  the  top  of  the  hill,  furveyed  that  beautiful 
country  which  extends  toward  the  fouth,  and  thofe  lofty  moun- 
tains which  bound  Laconia  to  the  weft,  we  fat  ourfelves  down 
fronting  the  city  of  Sparta.  I  had  on  my  right  hand  Damonax^' 
and  on  my  left  Philotas,  who  fcarcely  deigned  to  look  on  the 
irteguhr  heap  of  cottages  before  him.  Yet,  faid  I  to  him,  is 
this  the  humble  abode  of  that  people  among  whom  is  fo  early 
taught  the  art  of  commanding  and  the  ilill  more  difficult  art 
of  obedience  ^  ?  Philotas  grafped  my  hand,  and  made  a  fign  to 
me  to  be  filent.  I  added— of  'a  nation  which  was  never  elated 
by  fuccefs,  nor  deprefied  by  misfortune  ^  ?  Philotas  replied,  in 
a  wUfper  :  In  the  name  of  all  the  gods  do  not  force  me  to 


k  Atift.  ftp.  Pint,  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p. 
43.   ^fycli.  io  BcCm». 
1  Xenoph.  Hift.  Graec.  lib.  6,  p.  60S. 
^  Plut  ia  Agef.  t.  i.  p.  (12. 
"  Meurf.  Mitecll.  Lacon.  lib.  3.  c.  7. 

Fd,  HI. 


^  Xenopb.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  6S4. 
^  Plut.  Apophth.  Lacon.  t.  U.  p.  a  1 2. 
^  Archidi  ap.  Thucyd.  lib.  <:  cap. 
«4- 
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fpeak  ;  you  have  already  feen  that  this  loan  is  incapabk-  of  as- 
fwering  me.    I  continued— which  has  conftantly  maintained 
a  fuperiority.over  the  other  ftatca  of  Greece,  whkh  has  defied 
the  Perfians,  frequently  defeated  the  generals  of  the  Atheni^^^ 
ans,,  and  at  lafl  made  itfelf  matter  of  their  capital  |  wluch 
throughout  aU  Greece—  ?  Is  foverdguly  detefted  for  its  ty- 
ranny, and  defpifed  for  its  vices,  cried  Phîlotas  $  and  immedi- 
ately blufhing  at  virhat  he  had  faid,  ExcuTe^  faid  he,  to  Damo* 
nax,  this  emotion  of  anger  in  a  young  man  who  adores  hi» 
country,  and  will  not  filently  fuffer  it  to  be  infulted  in  las  pre- 
fence.    I  reverence  that  fentiment,  replied  the  Spartan;  Ly- 
curgus  has  made  it  the  grand  motive  ol  all  our  aâions.    O  my  ' 
foal  he  who  loves  his  country  obeys  the  laws.    Yours 'de- 
ferves  your  attachment,  and  I  (hould  blame  Anacharfis  for 
having  carried  this  pleafantry  fo  far,  had  he  not  by  it  afforded 
us  an  opportunity  mutually  to  cure  each  other  of  our  preju- 
dices.    We  will  enter  the  lifts,  you  with  all  the  advantages 
you  have  derived  from  your  education,  and  I  with  no  other 
weapon  but  the  love  of  truth.  ^ 

Phikxtas  now  faid  to  me,  in  a  whifperi  This  Spartan  really 
poffefies  good  fenTe }  fave  me  from  the  pain  of  wounding  his 
feelings,  and  turn,  if  poffible,  the  converfation  on  fomie  other 
fubjeâ.  .Damonax,  faid  I,  Philotas  has  drawn  a  charaâer  of 
the  Spartans,  after  the  reprefcntations  of  Athenian  writers; 
defire  him  to  Ihow  it  you.  The  anger  of  my  friend  was  now 
ready  to  burft  upon  me,  but  Damonax  prevented  it  by  addref^ 
iing  him  as  follows  :  You  have  reproached  my  country,  and  it 
is  my  duty  to  defend  it.  You  are  to  blame  if  you  have  only 
fpoken  from  your  own  ideas  on  the  fubjeâ  ;  but  I  excufe  you 
if  you  have  taken  up  your  opinion  from  what  has  been  faid  of 
us  by  fome  Athenians  |  for  I  cannot  believe  that  all  of  them 
think  fo  ill  of  us.  You  are  right,  replied  Philotas,  brifkly  ; 
there  are  thofe  among  them  who  look  upon  you  as  a  kind  of 
demi-gods  ',  and  who  endeavour  to  copy  you  in  every  thing  ; 

J  Kbcr.  Pftnath.  t.  ii.  p.  aoi. 
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but  I  muft  confcfs  our  men  of  fenfe  and  learning  exprefs  them- 
fdves  very  freely  on  the  fubjeâ .  of  your  laws  and  manners. 
The  philofophers  I  mean  are  the  men  of  the  greateft  genius 
which  Greece  has  produced,  fuch  as  Plato,  Ifocrat^s,  and  Arif- 
totle,  aiid  furely  they  mud:  have  been  well  informed.  Damo- 
nax  diflembled  his  furprife,  and  Philotas,  after  many  apologies, 
proceeded  as  follows  : 

Lycurgus  was  ignorant  of  the  order  in  which  the  virtues 
(hould  be  arranged  ;  he  gave  the  firft  place  to  courage  S  and 
hence  that  train  of  ills  which  the  Lacedxmonians  have  them-    ' 
felves  fuilered,  and  which  tliey  have  brought  upon  otiiers. 

Scarcely  was  that  legiflator  dead,  when  their  ambition  in- 
vaded the  neighbouring  ftates  '•  This  faâ  is  attefted  by  an 
hiftorian  with  whom  you  are  unacquainted,  and  who  is  naihedk, 
Herodotus.  Devoured  by  the  defire  of  dominion,  their  weak- 
nefs  has  often  forced  them  to  fubmit  tQ  humiliating  meannefsy 
and  to  be  guilty  of  atrocious  injuftice.  They  were  the  firft  to 
corrupt  the  generals  of  their  enemies  ",  and  the  firft  to  folicit 
the  proteâion  of  the  Perfians,  of  thofe  barbarians  to  whom,  by 
the  peace  of  Antalcidas,  they  have  not  long  fince  fold  the  li« 
berties  of  the  Afiatic  Greek»  ^. 

They  are  full  of  dif&mulation  in  all  their  dealings,  perfidious 
in  their  treaties  ^,  and  fupply  the  place  of  courage  in  battle  by 
ftrat2^m  '.  The  fuccefs  of  any  ftate  caufes  in  them  the  moft 
envious  uneafinefs.  They  raife  up  enemies  againft  it,  and  en- 
deavour to  diftraâ  it  by  inteftine  divifions  which  they  excite 
or  foment.  In  the  laft  century,  they  propofcd  to  deftroy  A- 
thens,  which  had  faved  Greece  *,  and  kindled  the  Peloponne- 
fian  war,  which  ended  in  the  ruin  of  Athene  ^. 


*  Plmt.  de  Leg.  lib.  i.  t.  i.  p.  630  ; 
lib.  4.  p.  705- 

^  Herodot.  lib.  i.  cap.  65. 

"  Pftufan;  lib.  4.  cap.  17.  p.  321. 

»  Kocr.  in  Pincgyr.  t.  i.  p.  184-  Id 
in  Panath.  t.  ii.  p.  234.  Pglyb.  lib.  tf. 
p.49a- 


7  Euripid.  in  Androro.  v.  446.  Arif. 
topb.  in  Pace,  y.  2x6  et  1067;  in  Ly- 
fift.  V.  630. 

*  Pcricl.  ap.Thucyd«  lib.  2.  cap.  39. 

*  iEIian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  4.  cap.  tf. 
Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  375. 

t>  Dionyf.  Halic.  t.  vi,  p.  770f 
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Lycurgus  in  vain  endeavoured  to  prcfervc  them  from  the 
poifon  of  riches.  Lacedxmon  conceals  within  itfelf  an  im- 
menfe  quantity  of  wealth  ^,  but  it  is  only  in  the  hands  of  fom& 
individuals  whofe  avarice  can  never  be  fatiated^.  They  only 
are  preferred  to  employments,  refufed  to  merit,  which  groans 
in  indigence  \  Their  wives,  whofe  education  Lycurgus  nc* 
gleâed,  as  he  has  done  that  of  all  the  Lacedxmonian  women, 
govern  and  betray  them.  They  partake  of  their  covetoufnefs» 
and  by, their  diflblute  lives  increafe  the  general  corruption  ^ 

The  virtue  of  the  Lacedaemonians  is  gloomy,  auftlere,  and 
founded  folely  on  fear  8  :  their  education  renders  them  fo  cruel 
that  they  can  behold  the  blood  of  their  children  flow  without 
regret,  and  that  of  their  flaves  without  remorfe. 

Thefe  accufations  are  very  heavy,  faid  Philotas,  ashe  conclud* 
cd,  and  I  know  not  how  you  will  anfwcr  them.  By  the  re- 
mark of  the  lion,  replied  the  Spartan,  who,  when  he  was 
fhown  the  figure  of  an  animal  of  his  own  fpeceies  beneath  the 
feet  of  a  man,  contented  himfelf  with  obferving  that  lions  were 
not  fculptors.  Philotas,  furprifed,  faid  to  rile  in  a  whifper^ 
Has  he  then  read  the  fables  of  j£fop?  I  cannot  tell,  faid  T^ 
he  has  perhaps  heard  this  ftory  from  fpme  A^enian.  Daiho- 
nax,  however,  proceeded  as  follows  :  Believe  me,  we  concern 
oi^rfelves  no  more  with  what  is  faid  in  the  forum  of  Athens 
than  with  what  happens  beyond  the  pillars  of  Hercules'*» 
How  !  cried  Philotas,  will  you  fufler  your  name  to  be  circu- 
lated  from  city.to  city,  and  tranfmitted  from  generation  to  ge« 
neration,  with  ignominy  i  Men  who  are  ftrangers  to  the  coun- 
try and  age  in  which  we  live,  replied  Damonax,  will  never 
venture  to  condemn  us  on  the  credit  of  a  nation  which  has  al- 
ways been  our  rival,  and  frequently  our  enemy.  Who  can 
even  fay  but  we  may  find  defenders  ? — Gracious  Heaven  !  and 


^  Plat,  in  Alcib.  i.  t.  ii.  p.  122. 
d  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  tib.  2.  cap.  <^.  t.  ii. 
p.  531;  lib.  5.  cap.  7.  p.  3p5. 
^  Pericl.  ibid.  cap.  37. 
f  Plato  de  Leg.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  8c6. 


Ariftot.  de  |tep.  lib.  a.  cap.  p.  t.  ii.  p. 
328. 

8  Pericl.  ap.  Thucyd.  lib.  a.  cap.  37*. 

^  Ifocr.  Paaatb.  t.  ii.  p.  31a. 
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wbzt  can  they  produce  in  oppofition  to  that  portrait  with 
which  I  have  prefented  you  ? — A  portrait  more  faithful^  and 
drawn  by  no  lefs  able  mailers.    I  will  give  it  you. 

A  government  which  truly  deferves  the  name  cxifts  alone  at 
Lacedxmon  and  in  Crete  ;  elfewhere  we  only  find  focieties  of 
citizens,  fome  of  whom  are  mailers  and  the  reil  ilaves  K  At 
Lacedaemon  there  is  no  other  diilinâion  between  the  king  and 
the  private  individual,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  than  that  which 
a  le^flator  infpired  by  the  gods  themfelves  has  fixed  K  Lycur- 
gus  was  under  the  immediate  guidance  of  a  divinity,  when  he 
reftrained  by  a  fenate  the  too  great  authority  of  the  kings  '. 

This  government,  of  which  the  conftituent  powers  are  fo 
well  counterbalanced  "*,  and  the  wifdom  of  which  is  fo  gene- 
raUy  acknowledged  **,  has  fubfifted  during  four  centuries  with- 
out experiencing  any  eilential  change,  or  exciting  the  leail 
difiention  among  the  citizens  ^.  Never  in  thofe  l|iippy  times 
did  the  republic  do  any  thing  at  which  ihe  had  caufe  to  bluih  p  ; 
ntrcr  was  feen  in  any  ilate  fo  perfe£t  a  fubmiffion  to  the  laws, 
fo  much  diCnterellednefs,'  frugality,  mildnefs,  magnanimity, 
valour,  and  modeity  '^.  Then  was  it  that,  notwithftanding  t!ie 
inftances  of  our  allies,  we  refufed  to  deftroy  that  Athens'" 

which  fince At  thefe  words  Philotas  exclaimed.  You  have 

certainly  only  confulted  Lacedsemonian  writers.  We  have 
none,  replied  Damonax.— Thofe  from  whom  you  have  your 
accounts  were  then  fold  to  Lacedaemon  ?— We  have  never 
bought  any.    Would  you  wiih  to  know  my  authorities  ?  They 


i  Plat,  de  Log.  Ub.  4.  t.  il.  p.  712.  - 
k  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  p,  696. 
I  Id.  ibid.  p.  692. 

""  Ariftot.  de  Kep.  Rb.  3.  cap.  6.  t. 
ii.  p.  3**  ;  cap.  II.  p.  355  ;  lib.  4.  cap. 

>  P-  374^ 

°  Xenopb.  Htft.  Grsec.  lib.  a.  p. 
466.  Ifocr.  ad  Nicocl.  t.  i.  p.  96.  Id. 
in  Areop.  p.  34a.  Id.  in  Archid.  t.  ii. 
p.  34.  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  lo.  t.  ii.  p. 
599.  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  a.  p.  335. 
Demofth.  adv.  Leptin.  p.  556. 

*  Thucyd.  lib.  i.  cap.  j8.    Lyf.  in 


Olymp.  p.  511.  Xenopb.  in  Agef.  p 
651.  Ifocr.  in  Panath.  t.  ii.  p.  316. 
'  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grec.  lib.  6,  p.  6it, 
^  Flat,  in  Alcib.  i,  t.  ii.  p.  laa.  Xe- 
noph.  Hifl.  GrsBC.  lib.  5.  p.  552.  Id. 
de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  685.  Ifocr.  in.  Pa- 
nath. t.  ii.  p.  a  87  et  3  l6. 

'  '  Andocid.  de  My  Iter,  pars  fecunda, 
p.  18.  Xenoph.  ibid.  lib.  a.  p.  460; 
lib.  6.  p.  609  et  611.  ICoct  de  Pace» 
t.  i.  p.  299  éc  414.  Polysen.  Strateg. 
Ub.  I.  c?p.  45.  {  5.  Juftio,  Ub.  6.  cap^ 
8. 
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9re  the  firft  men  of  genius  Greece  has  produced  ;  Plato,  Tho- 
cydides;  IfocrateSi  Xenophon,  and  others.  I  had  fonhed  in- 
timate connexions  with  feveral  of  thefe  in  the  frequent  jour-  ' 
neys  I  made  to  Athens,  by  order  of  our  magiftrates,  and  to 
their  converfation  tind  works  I  am  indebted  for  that  little 
knowledge  which  aftonifhes  you  in  a  Spartan. 

Damonax  only  faw  furprife  in  the  countenance  of  Philotas  ; 
but  I  could  likewife  perceive  a  fear  that  he  might  be  accufed 
of  ignorance  or  infmccrity.  He  was  however  only  to  be 
charged  with  prejudice  and  levity.  I  aflced  Damonax  why  the^ 
Athenian  writers  had  differed  fo  much  among  themfelvesj  and 
indulged  in  fo  many  licences  in  fpeaking  of  hb  nation*  I 
might  anfwer  you,  replied  he,  that  they  yielded  by  turns  to  the 
force  of  truth  and  to  that  of  national  hatred.  But  fear  no- 
thing, Philotas,  I  will  refpeâ  your  delicacy. 

During  the  war,  your  orators  and  poets,  in  order  to  animate 
the  populace  againft  us,  aâed  like  thofe  painters  who,  to  re- 
venge thcmfelves  of  their  enemies,  reprefent  tl\cm  under  iiide- 
ous  caricaturas.  Your  philofophers  and  hiftorians  more  wifely 
dealt  out  to  us  at  once  cenfure  and  praifc,  both  of  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  difference  of  times,  we  had  deferved.  They 
have  aâed  likethofe  able  artifts  who  fucceflively  reprefent 
their  heroes  in  a  tranquil  Hate  of  mind,  and  in  a  fit  of  rage, 
with  the  charms  of  youth,  and  the  wrinkles  and  deformities  of 
old  age.  You  and  I  have  juft  been  contemplating  thefe  dif- 
ferent reprefentations.  You  have  borrowed  all  the  features 
which  might  disfigure  your  portrait,  and  I  ihould  have  feleâed 
all  thofe  which  might  embellifh  mine,  and  thus  we  ihould  have 
prefented  each  other  only  with  unfaithful  copies.  We  muft 
therefore  return  to  the  point  from  which  we  fet  out^  and 
found  our  ideas  on  inconteftible  faâs. 

I  have  to  defend  myfelf  againft  two  attacks,  fince  your  ob- 
jeâions  are  equally  direâed  againft  our  manners  and  our  go- 
vernment. Our  manners  maintained  their  purity  during  four 
centuries,  as  your  writers  have  themfelves  acknowledged. 
They  began  to  be  corrupted  during  the  Peloponncfian  war,  as 
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ve  CNirlehes  aUow.    Cenfure  then  our  prefent  yicesi  but  reve- 
rence our  ancient  virtues. 

Of  the  two  points  which  I  had  to  defend,  I  have  compound- 
ed for  the  firft,  but  I  fhall  yield  nothing  with  refpeâ  to  the 
fécond*  I  (hall  ever  maintain  that  among  all  known  govern- 
aents  lihcre  is  not  one  more  admirable  than  that  of  Lacedx- 
mqn.  Plato,  it  is  true,  though  convinced  of  its  excellence,  has 
di^ught  he  could  difcover  fome  defeâs  in  1t^}  and  I  am  in- 
fonned  that  Ariftotle  intends  to  produce  a  ftill  greater  num- 
ber. 

If  there4efeds  do  not  eflendally  injure  the  conftitutlon,  { 
Ihould  fay  to  Plato,  You  have  taught  me  that  the  Supreme 
Being,  when  be  formed  the  univerfe,  aâed  on  a  pre-exiftent 
matter,  which  fometimes  oppofed  his  power  with  an  invincible 
refiftance,  and  that  he  only  «fieâed  that  good  of  which  the 
eternal  nature  of  things  was  fufceptible  ^  I  will  dare  to  fay, 
in  my  turn,  Lycurgus  iabo^i;ed  on  refraâory  materials,  which  ^ 
participated  of  the  imperfeéHon  that  refides  in  the  effence  of. 
all  things  ;  I  mean  on  man,  of  whom  be  has  made  aU  that  it 
was  poflible  to  make  him. 

If  it  be  alleged  that  the  defeâs  of  Im  laws  rouft  neceflarily 
occafion  their  deftruâion,  I  will  remind  Plato  of  what  is  con- 
fcScd  by  all  the  Athenian  writers  ^,  and  what  he  himfelf  not 
kmg  ago  wrote^to  Dionyfius  king  of  Syracufe.  The  law  alone 
reigns  at  Lacedscmon,  and  the  fame  government  has  maintain- 
ed itfelf  there,  in  all  ks  fplendour,  for  many  ages  \'  But  how 
Is  it  poi&ble  to  conceive  that  a  conAitution  labouring  under  de- 
firuâive  vices»  which  are  inherent  in  its  nature,  Ihould  eontw 
nually  remain  unihaken,  and  be  never  difburbed  by  thcfe  fac- 
tions which  have  fo  often  laid  wafte  the  cities  of  Greece  ^  ? 

This  union  is  the  more  ftrange,  fubjoined  I,  as,  among  you, 
the  one  half  of  the  citizens  are  fubjeâbed  to  the  laws,  and  the 


'  PUt.  de  Ug.  lib.  1. 1.  ii.  p.  €%S  et 
él4\  lib.  7.  p.  Sbd. 
t  PUt.  in  Tim.  t.  iii. 
TJbucjcL  lib.  I.  cap.  iS.    Xenopb. 


in  Agef.  p.  651.  et  alii  ut  fupra. 
*  Plut.  EpiiY.  8.  t.  iii.  p.  354. 
^  Lyf.  in  Olymp.  p.  521. 
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Other  not.  This»  at  leaft,  is  what  thç  philpfo[Jiers  of  Atfaeiu| 
advance.  They  fay  that  your  legiflation  does  not  extend  to 
the  women»  who,  haying  gained  an  abfolute  dominion  over 
their  hufbands»  accelerate  from  day  to  day  the  progrefs  of  cor- 
ruption *. 

Damonax  aqfwered.  Inform  thofe  phijofophers  that  our 
daughters  are  educated  in  the  fame  difcipline,  and  with  th^ 
fame  rigour,  as  our  fons;  that  they  are  accuftomed  to*  the 
lame  exercifes  ;  that  th^y  bring  to  dieir  huibands  no  other  por* 
tion  than  their  virtues  *  j  tl^at  when  they  become  mothers  diey 
have  the  fuperintendance  of  the  long  education  of  their  chiU 
dren»  at  firft  in  conjunâion  with  their  huibands,  and  after« 
wards  with  ^e  magiftrates  ;  that  public  cenfors  continually 
watch  over  their  conduâ  ^  \  that  the  care  of  the  flaves  and  thç 
houfehold  affairs  is  entirely  committed  to  them  ^  ;  that  Lycur- 
gus  was  careful  to  forbid  them  every  kind  of  ornament  ^';  that 
it  is  not  fifty  years  fince  the  womien  of  Lacedanmon  were  per-* 
fuaded  a  rich  drefs  would  diminifli  their  beauty^;  and  that 
before  that  period  the  purity  of  their  manners  was  generally 
aduiowledged  ^*  Laftly,  aflc  them,  whether  in  a  ftate  where  . 
the  men  are  virtuous,  it  is  poi&ble,  that  the  women  ftouU  not 
be  fo  likewife. 

Tour  daughters,  replied  I,  are  habituated  from  their  infancy 
to  laborious  exercifes,  and  this  Plato  approves  ;  but  they  no 
longer  ufe  thefe  exercifes  after  their  marriage,  and  this  he  con-. 
demns.  In  faft,  in  a  government  like  yours,  it  is^necefiary 
that  the  women,  after  the  example  of  thofe  of  the  Sarmatians^ 
ihould  be  always  able  to  attack  or  repel  the  çnemy'.  We 
bring  up  our  girls  fo  hardily,  anfwered  he,  that  they  may  have 
a  robuft  conftitution  ;  but  we  require  in  our  women  only  the 


*  PUt.  de  Leg.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  S06. 
Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  2.  cap.  9.  t.  ii.  p. 
318  ef  529.  Id.  de  Rhetor,  lib.  z.  cap. 
5.  t.  li.  p.  523. 

Plut.  Apophth.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  217. 
Juftin.lib.3.  cap.  3. 

^  Kefych.  in  A^gtUm^ 


«  Plat,  de  Lej.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  Sotf. 

d  Heracl.  Pont,  in  4ntiq.  Graec.  U 
vi.  p.  2823. 

^  Plut,  in  Ljrfiindr.  t.  L  p.  4344 

f  Id.  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  49.  Id.  A- 
pophtb.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  128. 

^  Plat,  de  Leg.  Kb.  7.  t,  it.  p.  8od. 
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peaceful  virtues  of  their  fex.  Why  (hould  we  put  armd  in 
their  hands»  fihoe  we  are  oui&hres  able  to  defend  them  ?  , 

Here  Fhilotas  lm)ke  filence,  and,  in  a  more  modeft  tone» 
ùàA  to  Damonax»  Since  your  laws  have  only  war  for  their  otvr 
jeâ,  would  it  not  be  eflential  to  multiply  apong  you  the  num- 
ber of  tkofe  who  may  bear  arms  ?  War  the  objeâ  of  our  laws  ! 
exclaimed  the  Spartan  i  I  recognize  the  language  of  your 
writers  \  who  afcribe  to  the  wifeft  and  moft  humane  of  legi<* 
flators  the  projeâ  of  all  others  the  moft  cruel  and  abfurd  ;  the 
moft  cruel  if  he  wifhed  to  perpetuate  in  Greece  a  foldiery 
thirftingibr  the  blood  of  nations  and  for  conquefts  ;  thé  moft 
abfurdi  fince  to  efie£l  it  he  has  only  propofed  means  abfolutely 
contrary  to  his  views  K  Examine  our  military  code  ;  its^regu« 
iations,  taken  in  their  literal  fenfe,  only  tend  to  infpire  us  with 
generous  fentiments,  and  reprefs  our  ambition.  We  are»  it  is 
true»  fo  unfortunate  as  todifregard  them»  but  they  do  not  for 
that  the  lels  infom^  us  of  the  real  intentions  of  Lycurgus. 

By  what  means»  in  faâ»  can  a  nation  enlarge  its  dominions» 
whofe  valour  is  enchained  at  every  ftep  ^  which»  deprived  by 
kshws  of  mariners  and  ihips'^»'  is  incapable  of  extending  its 
territorrics  on  the  fide  of  the  fea  \  and  which»  forbidden  by 
the  fame  laws  to  befiege  the  ftrong  places  that  defend  the  fron- 
tiers of  its  neighbours'»  is  equally  unable  to  enlarge  them  on 
that  of  Ûit  land  ;  which  is  forbidden  to  purfue  a  ilymg  enemy» 
or  to  enrich  itfelf  with  his  fpoils°>;  whidh»  prohibited  from 
frequently  making  war  on  the  fame  people"»  is  obliged  to  pre- 
fer the  methods  of  negotiation  to  force  of  arms  ;  which  not 
being  permitted  to  march  before  the  full  moon»  nor  to  fight  on 
certain  feftivals  **»  is  fometimes  in  danger  of  feeing  all  its  pro- 
jeûs  prove  abortive  ;  and  which»  by  its  extreme  poverty»  is»  at 


^  14-  ibid.  lib.  i.  t.  ii.  p.  6^0  ;  lib. 
4-  P-  705.  Aiiftot.  dc  R.ep.  lib.  2.  cap, 
0- 1  ii.  p.  3^1. 

i  Poly b.  lab.  6,  p>  49T.. 

k  Plwt.  Inftit.  JUcon.  t,  ii.  p.  239. 

1  Herodot.  Hb.  5.  cap.  ^9.  Plut.  A- 
popbth.  Lacon.  i.  ii.  p.  228  et  233. 

f  Tliucjd.  lib.  5.  cap.  73.    Paufan. 


lib.  4.  cap.  8.  p.  30*.  Plut,  in  Lycurg, 
p.  54.  Id.  Apophth.  Lacon.  t.  ii  p. 
228.     JElian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  6.  cap.  tf. 

**  Plut,  in  Lycurf.  t.  i.  p.  47.  Po-i 
Ijmn.  Sirateg.  Kb.  i.  cap.  id. 

^  Herodot.  lib.  6,  cap.  to6  ;  lib.  7. 
cap*  2««  ;  By.  p.  c«p.  iz.  Tbucjd.  lib. 
5.  cap.  ^6, 
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all  times,  incapable  of  undertaking  any  great  enterprife^  ?  Ly* 
curgus  hat  not  intended  to  form  of-  us  a  nation  of  conquerors, 
but  of  tranqiiil  warriors,  who  breathe  only  peace  if  they  are  left 
unmolefted,  but  who  refpire  nothing  but  war  if  any  foreign 
power  (houid  dare  to  difturb  their  repofe»   . 

It  feems,  neverthelefs,  replied  Philotas,  that,  by  the  nature 
of  things,  a  natbn  of  warriors  muft  fooner  or  later  degenerate 
into  a  nation  of  conquerors  ;  and  we  fee,  by  the  cpurfe  of  e« 
vents,  that  you  haye  experienced  this  change  without  perceiving 
it.  You  are,  in  faâ,  accufed  of  ^  having  early  conceived,  and 
never  having  totally  loft  fight  of,  the  defign  of  enflaving  the 
Arcadians  ^  and  Argives'.  I  ihall  not  fpeak  of  your  wars  with 
the  MeiTenians,  for  you  believe  that  you  arc  able  to  juftify  them» 

I  have  already  faid,  anfwered  Damonax,  that  we  have  no 
annals.  Some  confufed  traditions  inform  us,  that  anciently  we 
had  more  than  once  difputes  with  the  neighbouring  ftatcs* 
Were  we  the  aggreflbrs  ?  This  is  a  queftion  .which  neither  you 
nor  I  are  able  to  anfwer  with  certainty.  But  I  know,  that  in 
tfaofe  diftant  ages,  one  of  our  kings  having  defeated  the  Ar- 
gives,  our  allies  advifed  him  to  feize  on  their  city.  The  oppor-- 
tunity  was  favourable,  and  the  conqueft  eafy }  but  he  replied, 
Thb  would  be  an  injuftite  i  we  made  war  to  fecure  our  own 
frontiers,  and  not'  to  ufurp  territories  to  which  we  have  no  kind 
of  right*.  Wotild  you  wifh  to  be  acquainted  with  the  true 
ipirit  of  our  inftitutions,  confider  more  recent  faâs,  and  com- 
pare our  conduâ  with  that  of  the  Athenians. 

The  Greeks  had  triumphed  over  the  Ferfians,  but  the  war 
was  not  yet  concluded.  It  was  fucccfsfuUy  continued  under 
the  conduâ  of  Paufanias,  who  abufed  his  power.  We  recalled 
him,  and,  having  obtained  undoubted  proofs  of  his  mahrer- 
rations,  condemced  to  death  the  conqueror  at  Plataea.  The  al- 
Ues,  however,  offended  at  his  haughtinefs,  had  transferred  to 


^  Polyb.  lib.  6.  p.  495, 
^  Herodot.  lib.  i.  cap.  66.    Paufan. 
Cb.  3.  cap.  4.  p.  210. 

'  Id.  ibid.  cap.  la.    Kbcr.  Panath. 


t.  ii.  p.  127  et  331.    Paufan.  lib.  3.  cap. 
4.  p.  211.  cap.  7.  p.  axp. 
*  Plut.  Apopbth.  Lacon.  t.  ii  p.  «31. 
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die  Athenians  the  fupreme  commatid  of  the  anny.  This  was 
to  deprive  us  of  a  right  which  we  had  till  then  enjoyed,  and 
which  placed  us  at  the  head  of  the  ftates  of  'Greece.  Oor 
waiTÎorSy  inflamed  with  rage,  were  eager  to  defend  our  claim 
with  the  fword  ;  but  an  aged  man  having  reprefented  to  them, 
that  foreign  wars  were  only  proper  to  corrupt  the  manners  of 
the  nation  ^,  they  immediately  refolved  rather  to  renounce  their 
right,  than  endanger  their  virtues.  Is  this  thd  chara£ter  of 
conquerors  ? 

Athens,  become,  with  our  confent,  the  firit  ftate  in  Greece» 
daily  extended  her  conquefts.  Nothing  refifted  her  power  or 
(atisfied  her  ambition.  Her  fleets  and  armies  alike  attacked 
with  impunity  friends  and  enemies.  The  complaints  of  op- 
prefled  Greece  reached  our  ears  ",  but  certain  critical  drcum- 
ftances  prevented  us  from  liftening  to  them,  and  when  times 
were  more  tranquil,  we  difregarded  them  through  indolence. 
The  torrent  at  length  began  to  burft  on  our  ancient  allies  of 
the  Peloponnefus  who  were  difpofed  to  abandon  us  ',  and  per* 
haps  even  to  turn  the  ftream  againft  us,  if  we  had  r^iifcd  any 
longer  to  refift  its  progrefs. 

In  what  I  have  now  faid,  I  cannot  be  fufpeâed  of  difguifing 
the  truth,  fince  I  only  fpeak  after  the  mod  accurate  hiftorian 
of  Greece,  an  enlighened  Athenian,  and  an  impartial  witnefs 
to  the  {a£ts  he  relates  y.  Read,  in  the  work  of  Thucydides» 
the  difcourfe  of  the  ambaflador  of  Corinth  >,  and  that  of  the 
king  of  Lacedxmon*.  Obferve  how  much  we  then  laboured 
to  preferve  peace^,  and  judge  for  yourfe]f  whether  the  Feb- 
ponnefian  war  was  to  be  attributed  to  our  ambition,  as  it  .will, 
perhaps,  one  day  be  aflerted  on  the  report  of  fome  prejudiced 
writers*. 


<  Thucyd.  lib.  z,  cap.  95.  Diod.  Sic. 
lib.  II.  p.  38.     Plut,  in  Ariftid.  t.  i.  p. 

333- 

u  Tbuqrd.  lib.  I.  cap.  loi.  lib.  3. 
cap.  10. 

*  Id.  lib.  I.  cap.  71. 


r  Id.  ibid.  cap.  118.  lib.  5.  cm^  aé. 
2  Id.  ibid.  cap.  68.  -^ 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  SO. 

b  Id.  ibid.  cap.  139.  lib.  a.  capw  it. 

*  Dionyf.  Halic.  £ptft.  ad  Pomp.  t. 
vip.770b 
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A  nadon  cannot  be  ambitious  wUchi  by  charaâer  and  prin^r 
ciple,  is'extremely  flow  in  fonning  and  executing  projeâs^  ; 
which  ventures  to  hazard  nothing  $  and  which  muft  be  forced 
to  take  a^ns^  No;  we  were  not  jealous,  it  had  been  too 
gieat  a  (hame  to  us  had  we  been  fo  ;  but  we  felt  an  indigna^ 
lion  at  feeing  thofe  flourifliing  countries  which  we  had  faved 
-  from  the  yoke  of  the  Ferfians,  ready  to  fubmit  to  that  of  a 
fingle  city  of  Greece. 

In  this  long  and  calamitous  war,  both  parties  committed  grofs 
faults,  and  were  guilty  of  horrible  cruelties.  More  than  once 
tiie  Athenians  muft  have  perceived  that,  from  our  flownefe  to 
profit  by  our  advantages,  we  were  not  the  moft  dangerous  of 
their  enemies '^  ;  more  than  once  they  muft  have  been  aftomfli- 
^d  at  our  eagemefs  to  terminate  thofe  mifchiefs  which  had  been 
protraâed  much  longer  dian  we  had  expeaed^.  In  every  cam- 
paign and  expedition,  we  teftified  in  the  moft  lively  manner 
our  regret  at  the  interruption  of  our  tranquillity.  Almoft  al- 
ways the.  laft  to  take  arms,  and  the  firft  to  quit  them,  when  con- 
querors, we  oiSsred  peace^,.  and  folicited  it  when  vanquifhed .^ 

Such  were,  in  general,  our  difpofitions  ;  and  happy  had  w^ 
been  had  the  divifions  which  began  to  arife  in  Sparta*^,  and  th& 
refpe£t  we  owed  to  our  allies,  permitted  us  always  to  conform 
to  them.  But  they  were  manifefted  in  the  moft  unequivocal 
manner  at  the  taking  of  Athens.  The  Corinthians,  Thebans, 
and  fomc  other  ftates,  propofed  to  deftroy  the  city  to  the  foun- 
dations ;  but  we  rejeâed  the  propofal  '.  In  faâ,  it  was  not 
the  hottfes  and  temples  of  Athens  which  fhould  have  been  bu- 
ried in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  but  thofe  treafures  fhe  con- 
tained, thofe  valuable  fpoils  and  immenfe  fums  which  Lyfander, 
the  general  of  our  fleet,  had  colleâed  in  the  courfe  of  his  ex^ 


à  Thttcy4.  lib.  i.  ctp.  70.  ilS  el  i  to. 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  118;  lib.  S.  cap-  96. 
f  Id.  lib.  8.  cap.  p6. 

*  Id.  lib.  5.  cap.  I4« 

h  Thucyd.  lib.  5.  cap.  13. 

I  Id.  Hb.  4.  cap.  ts  et  17.   Piod.  Sic. 


lib.  13.  p.  177.  Schol.  Ariftoph.  in 
Pac.  V.  664. 

k  Thucyd.  lib*.  5.  cap.  36. 

1  Andocyd.  de  My  ft.  pars  ftcuoda.  p. 
.18.  Xenoph.  Hid.  GrsBc.  lib.  a.  p.  46c. 
Ifocr.  Juilio.  et  alii  ut  fupra. 
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^editions»  and  which  he,  by  degrees,  introduced  into  Sparta**. 
I  icmember,  though  I  was  then  very  young,  that  the  wifeft 
men  among  us  fhuddered  at  the  fight  of  their  mortal  enemy» 
Roused  by  their  remonftrances,  the  ephori  propofed  to  baniih 
for  ever  thofe  riches^  the  fruitful  fource  of  the  divifions  and 
diforders  with  which  we  were  threatened*  ;  but  the  party  of 
Lyfander  prevailed,  and  it  was  determined,  that  the  gold  and 
filver  ihould  be  converted  into  money,  and  applied  to  the  fer- 
vke  of  the  republic^  not  that  of  individuals^  :  a  mad  and  fatal 
refolution;  for  when  the  government  had  affixed  a  value  to 
thofe  metals,  it  could  not  but  be  expeâed  that  individuals  would 
foon  confider  them  as  obje£U  of  the  greateft  importance; 
'  They  feduce  you  without  difficulty,  faid  I,  becaufe,  accord<- 
ing  to  die  remark  of  Plato,  ypur  laws  have  only  armed  you  a- 
gsdnft  pain,  and  not  againft  pleafurei*.    When  the  poifon  has 
infinuated  itfelf  into  the  (late,  replied  Damonax,  philofophy 
alone  can  guard  us  againft  its  baneful  effilas  ;  but  before  its 
entrance^  the  legiflator  muft  confine  himfelf  ^to  preventing  its 
approach  ;  for' the  beft  mode  of  avoiding  certain  dangers,  is  to 
be  ignorant  of  them.    But,  replied  I,  fince  the  afiembly  accept- 
ed the  fatal  prefent  which  Lyfander  offisred,  he  was  not  the  ûxtt- 
author  of  the  changes  which  your  manners  have  undergone. 

Thëfe,  anfwered  he,  had  a  morQ  diftant  origin  ^.  The  Per- 
fian  war  had  thrown  us  into  the  midft  of  that  world  from  which 
Lycurgus  had  wilhed  to  preferve  us  diftinâ.  During  half  a 
century,  in  contempt  of  our  ancient  maxims,  we  had  led  our  ^ 
armies  into  diftant  countries,  and  there  formed  intimate  con- 
necbons  i^th  the  inhabitants.  Our  manners,  inceflantly  inter- 
mingled with  thofe  of  foreign  na^ons,  were  corrupted  like 
pure  waters  which  pafs  over  an  infeâed  or  contagious  morafs. 
Our  generals,  vanquiihed  by  the  prefents  of  thofe  over  whom 


^  Xenoph.  ibid.  p.  463.  Diod.  Sic. 
lib.  13.  p.  225. 

*  See  note  at  the  «nd  of  the  volame. 

"  Athen.  lib.  5.  p.  233.  PJut.  in  A- 
^  t.  i.  p,  797.  id.  Inltit.  Lacoo.  t. 
M-p.  23^ 


^  Plut.  in  Lyfand.  t.  i.  p.  44».  JEM» 
an.  Var.  Hifl.  lib.  14.  cap.  1^. 

P  Plat,  de  Leg.- lib.  x.  t.  ii.  p.  634. 

Q  DifTert.  de  M.  Mathon  de  la  Cour, 
et  de  M.  l' Abbé  de  Goorcy  fur  la  De- 
cadence  des  Lgis  de  Lycurge. 
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they  ougKt  to  have  triumphed  with  their  arms,  dimimihed 
fix>m  day  to  day  the  luftre  of  oof  glory  and  their  own.  We 
punifhed  them  at  their  return  ;  but,  from  the  rank  and  merit  of 
the  offenders»  their  crime  was  furreyed  with  lefs  horror,  and 
the  law  infpired  only  fear.  More  ^  than  once  Pericles  had  pur- 
chafed  the  filence  of  fome  of  our  magiftrates  who  liad  fufficient 
influence  to  make^us  fhut  our  eyes  on  the  enterprifes  of  the  , 
Athenians  ^ 

After  this  war,  which  crowned  us  with  glory,  bur  at  the 
fame  time  communicated  to  us  the  germ  of  deftruâive  vices^ 
we  faw,  without  alarm,  or,  as  I  ihould  rather  fay,  we  partici* 
pated  in,  the  violent  paiBons  of  two  men  of  powerful  genius^ 
whom  our  unhappy  defliny  raifed  up  in  the  midft  of  us.  Ly« 
(ander  and  Agefilaus  undertook  to  exalt  Sparta  to  the  fumpiit 
of  power,  the  one  to  reign  over  her,  and  the  other  to  rcigu 
with  her. 

The  Athenians  more  than  once  defeated  by  fea,  a  war  of 
feven  and  twenty  years  terminated  in  an  hour  *,  Athens  taken, 
many  cities  delivered  from  an  odious  yoke,  others  re<^eiving 
from  us  magiftrates  who  ended  by  oppreffing  them,  Greece  re- 
duced to  filence,  and  forced  to  acknowledge  the  fovereignty  of 
Sparta  ;  fuch  are  the  principal  features  which  charaâerize  the 
brilliant  adminiftration  of  Lyfander. 

His  politics  were  only  acquainted  with  two  principles,  force 
and  perfidy.  In  confequence  of  fome  differences  which  had 
arifen  between  us  and  the  Argives,  with  refpeâ  to  their  boun- 
daries, the  latter  produced  their  titles  to  the  lands  in  queftion. 
This  is  my  anfwer,  faid  Ly  fander,  laying  his  hand  on  his  fword  ** 
His  favourite  maxim  was,  that  '<  children  ihould  be  deceived 
with  toys,  and  men  with  oaths  ".'* 

Hence  his  oppreffion  and  injuftice,  when  he  had  nothing  to 
fear,  ai^d  his  craft  and  diffimulation  when  he  dared  not  to  have 

**  Ariftopb.  in  Pace,  v.  tfsi.  Theophr.  I    '  ^  Id.  ibid.  p.  445. 
ftp.  plat,  in  Pericl.  t.  i.  p.  164»  I      "  Id.  ibid.  p.  437.   Id  Apophtfa.  Lt«^ 

*  Plat.  in.  Ljfand.  t.  L  p.  439*  |  con.  t.  il  p.  32^. 
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itiGOurfe  to  open  yiolence.  At  the  courts  of  the  fatraps  of  Afia, 
he  fubxnilted  without  a  murmur  to  the  infults  of  their  oftentSi* 
tioos  grandeur  ^,  and  the  next  moment  behaved  to  the  Greeks 
with  the  fame  haughtineis  and  contempt  with  which  he  had 
himfelf  been  treated  by  the  Perfians. 

When  he  had  obtsdned  the  empire  of  the  fea^  he  every  where 
aboliihed  the  democratical  government  \  for  fuch  was  the  cuftom 
of  Sparta  *,  and  he  followed  it  with  pertinacity,  that  he  might 
improve  the  opportunity  to  place  at  the  head  of  each  city  men 
who  had  no  other  merit  than  an  entire  fubmiifion  to  his  will  7. 
Thefe  revolutions  were  not  efièâed  without  torrents  of  tears 
and  blood.  He  «fitted  nothing  to  enrich  his  creatures,  or  to 
crufli  his  enemies,  for  by  that  name  he  called  all  thofe  who  de- 
fended the  true  interefts  of  the  people.  His  hatred  was  im^* 
placable,  his  vengeante  terrible  ;  and  when  his  naturally  gloomy  ^ 
difpofition  was  fharpened  by  the  peeviihnefs  of  age  ',  the  leafl: 
refiftance  renderl^cl  him  ferocious  ^.  On  one  occafion  he  caufed 
eight  hundred  of  the  inhabitants  of  Miletus  to  be  mafiacred, 
who,  confiding  in  his  oath,  had  been  fo  imprudent  as  to  leave 
the  place  of  their  retreat  \ 

Sparta  filently  acquiefced  in  thefe  aâs  of  atrocity  ^.  He  had 
pivdiired  a  great  number  of  partifans  among  us  by  the  feverity 
of  his  manners  ^,  his  obedience  to  the  magiftrates,  and  the 
fplendour  of  his  viâories.  When  by  his  unbounded  liberality,  ' 
and  the  terror  of  his  name,  he  had  acquired  a  (till  greater  niun- 
^  ber  among  foreign  nations,  he  was  confidered  as  the  fovereign 
arbiter  of  Greece  '. 

Tet  though  he  was  of  the  houfe  of  Ae  Heraclidse  %  he  was 
too  far  removed  &om  the  throne  to  entertain  any  hopes  of  ar- 


?  Id  in  Lyfahd.  t.  i.  p.  434. 

*  Nothing  does  more  honour  to 
Sparta-tfaftn  this  praâice.  Bjr  the  ez. 
ceffiipve  abafe  which  the 'people  every 
whore  made  of  their  authority,  each 
citj  was  diitradted  with  faâions,  and 
lire^ot  wan  were  occafioned  among 
ail  the  dates  of  Greece. 

'  FliU.  ia  JLyfiud.  t.  i.  p.  435. 


*  Aiillot.  ProbI*  {  30.  t.  ii  p-  815. 
Plut.  ibid.  t.  i.  p.  434  «^  439* 

*  Plut.  ibid.  p.  445. 
b  Id.  ibid.  p.  443* 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  444. 

d  Plut,  in  Lyfand.  t.  i.  p*  434* 
^  Id.  ibid.  p.  44Ç, 
f  Id.  ibid.  p.  434- 
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riving  at  the  royal  dignity*  He  therefore  fupported  and  mScâ 
to  the  crown  Agefilaus^  whom  he  tenderly  loved,  and  whofe 
right  might  be  contefted.  •  As  he  flattered  htmfelf  he  fliould  be 
aUe  to  reign  under  the  name  of  this  young  prince,  he  infpired 
him  with  a  third  for  glory,  and  intoxicated  him  with  the  hope  * 
of  fttbverting  the  vaft  empire  of  the  Perfians.  Deputies  firom  fe- 
veral  cities  foon  after  arrived,  by  the  fecret  procurement  of  Ly- 
fander,  who  requefted  Agefilaus  to  command  the  army  which 
they  had  raifed  againft  the  Perfians  ;  and  that  prince  immedi^ 
ately  departed,  attended  by  a  council  of  thirty  Spartans,  of 
which  Lyfander  was  prefident  '• 

When  they  arrived  in  Afia,  all  the  petty  defpots  which  Ly-> 
fander  had  placed  in  the  neighbouring  cities,  tyrants  a  thoufand 
times  more  cruel  than  thofe  who  reign  over  great  empires,  fincc 
cruelty  increafes  in  proportion  to  its  weaknefs,  acknowledged 
only  dicir  protcftor,  fervilely  crouched  at  his  feet,  and  only 
rendered  to  the  fovereign  that  refpeâ  to  which  they  were  com- 
pelled by  decency.  Agefilaus,  jealous  of  his  authority,  foon 
perceived  that  though  he  nominally  held  the  firft  rank,  he  in 
reality  only  aâed  a  fécond  part  :  he  therefore  purpofely  gave 
repeated  occafions  of  offence  to  his  friend^  who  returned  to 
Sparta  breathing  vengeance  ^  He  then  rcfolved  to  carry  into 
execution  a  projedb  which  he  had  formerly  conceived,  and  the 
plan  of  which  he  had  traced  out  in  a  memoir  ^,  found  after  hia 
4eatli  among  his  papers. 

The  houfe  of  Hercules  is  divided  into  feveral  branches,  two 
only  of  which  poiTefs  the  right  to  tlie  crown.  '  Lyfander  wiflied 
to  extend  this  right  to  the  other  branches,  and  even  to  all  the 
Spartans.  The  honour  of  reigning  over  free  men  would  have 
become  the  reward  of  virtue,  and  Lyfander,  by  his  influence» 
might  one  day  have  invefted  himfelf  with  the  fupreme  autho- 
rity. As  fuch  a  revolution  could  not  beefFeâed  by  open  forces, 
.  he  had  recourfe  to  impofture. 


*  Id.  ibid.  p.  446.  I      1  Id.  Ibid.  p-.4S0. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  447.  I 
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A  report  was  current  that,  in  the  kingdom  of  Pontus,  a  wo- 
man had  brought  forth  a  fon,  of  whom  ApoHo  was  the  father, 
and  whom  the  chiefs  of  the  nation  had  caufed  to  be  brought  up 
under  the  name  of  Silenus.  This  vague  rumour  fuggefted  to 
LyfandcT  the  idea  of  an  intrigue  which  he  conduced  for  many 
years,  without  appearing  in  it  himfelf,  by  the  means  of  fubaltem 
agents  ;  fome  of  whom  reminded  the  people  at  intervals  of  the 
miraculous  birth  of  the  chifd,  while  others  declared  that  the 
priefts  of  Delphi  had  in  their  poflcffion  certain  old  oracles, 
tvhich  they  were  not  permitted  to  look  into,  and  which  they 
were  one  day  to  remit  to  the  fon  of  the  god  of  whofe  altars 
they  were  tlie  minifters. 

The  unravelling  of  the  plot  of  this  ftrange  farce  now  ap- 
proached. Silcnns  had  appeared  in  Greece.  It  was  concerted 
that  he  fliould  repair  to  Delphi,  that  the  priefts,  who  Ir.d 
been  fecured  in  tlie  intereft  of  the  fcheme,  fnould  examine,  in 
the  prcfence  of  a  great  number  of  witncfles,  the  proofs  of  his 
divine  birth,  and  that,  compelled  to  acknowledge  him  the  fon 
of  Apollo,  they  (hould  deliver  into  his  hands  the  ancient  prophc- 
fies,  which  he  {hould  read  in  prcfence  of  the  numerous  aflcmbly 
collefted  on  the  occaCon  5  and  that,  by  one  of  thefe  oracles,  it 
ihould  be  declared  that  the  Spartans  fliould  from  that  time  eledt 
their  kings  from  among  the  moft  virtuous  of  the  citizens. 

At  the  moment  when  this  projeÔ  was  to  have  been  carried 
into  execution,  one  of  the  principal  aftors  in  it,  terrified  at  the 
poffibie  confequences  of  the  impofturc,  dared  not  complete 
what  he  had  undertaken  *  ;  and  Lyfandcr,  in  defpair,  procured 
for  himfelf  the  command  of  fome  troops  whidi  were  to  be 
fcnt  into  Bceotia,  where  he  fell  in  battle  '.  We  decreed  ho- 
nours to  his  memory  ™,  though  we  ought  to  have  ftigmatized  \% 
with  infamy.  He  contributed  more  than  any  other  man  to 
deprive  us  of  our  moderation  and  our  poverty. 


k'Plut  in  Lyfaad.  t.  i.  p.  448.  |      ^  W.  ibid.  p.  451. 

i  Id.  ibid.  p.  445^.  | 
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His  fyftem  of  aggrandizement  was  followed  more  methodi- 
cally fay  AgefJaus.  I  fliall  not  fpeak  to  you  of  his  great  achleve»- 
ments  in  Greece,  Ada,  and  Egypt.  He  was  more  dangerous 
than  Lyfander,  becaufe,  with  the  fame  talents,  he  pofTefTed  more 
virtues  ;  and,  with  the  fame  ambition,  was  always  exempt  from 
prefumption  and  vanity.  He  never  fuffered  any  ftatue  to  be 
creâed  to  him  **.  Lyfander  himfelf  confccràted  his  own  in  the 
temple  of  Delphi,  and  permitted  altars  to  be  raifed  and  faerie 
fices  to  be  offered  to  him  j  he  lavifhed  rewards  on  poets,  who, 
in  return,  lavifhed  their  praifes  ;  and  he  always  carried  one  of 
them  with  him  to  obferve  and  celebrate  the  fmalleft  advantages 
he  obtained  ®. 

Both  enriched  their  creatures  while  they  thcmfelves  lived  in 
extreme  poverty,  and  both  were  alike  conilantly  inacceiliblc  to 
plcafures  p. 

Both  to  obtain  the  command  of  armies  fhamefully  flattered 
the  ephori,  and  concluded  by  transferring  to  them  all  real 
power.  Lyfander,  after  the  taking  of  Athens,,  wrote  to  them 
thus  :  "  I  have  told  the  Athenians  that  it  is  for  you  to  decide 
on  war  and  peace  ''.'*  Agefilaus  rofe  up  from  his  throne  when- 
ever the  ephori  appeared  '. 

Both  afliired  of  tlie  profeeftion  of  thofe  magifhrates,  infpired 
the  Spartans  with  a  kind  of  frenzy  ;  and,  by  a  feries  of  afts  of 
injuftice  and  violence  %  raifed  up  againfl  us  that  Epaminondas, 
wlio,  after  the  battle  of  Leuâra,  and  the  re-eflablifhment  of  the 
Meflenians,  reduced  us  to  the  deplorable  flate  in  which  we  at 
prefent  are.  We  have  fecn  our  power  decline  with  our  vir- 
tues ^  The  time  is  pad  when  the  nations  who  wifhed  to  re- 
cover their  liberty  demanded  of  Lacedaemon  one  only  of  her 
warriors  to  break  their  chains  ". 


"  Xenoph.  in  Agef.  p.  673. 

<>  Plut,  in  LyfanH.  t.  i.  p.  443. 
.  P  Id.  ibid.  p.  434.   W.  in  Syll.  t.  i. 
p.  47^- 

^  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grace,  lib.  3.  p.  460. 

^  Plttt  in  Agef,  t.  i.  p.  597. 


*  Ifocr.  de  Pace,  t.  i.  p.  41 1.  Diod. 
Sic,  lib.  14.  p.  234. 

^  Polyb.  lib.  4.  p.  344.  Plat.  ioKnm. 
t.  i.  p.  78. 

"  Xenoph.  de  Rep.  Laced.  p<  690.  iTocr, 
in  Archid.  p.  3^.  Pint,  in  Ljcntg^  P'  5^ 
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Yet,  as  9  laft  homage  to  our  expiring  laws,  let  us  remark 
that,  in  other  countries,  comiption  would  have  begun  by  ener-^ 
Iratxng  the  mind  ;  with  us  it  has  only  manifefted  itfelf  in  great 
and  violent  pai&ons  ;  in  ambition,  vengeance,  jealoufy  of  power, 
and  a  rage  for  celebrity.  It  feems  as  if  the  vices  dared  not  tb 
approach  us  but  with  a  kind  of  circumfpeâion.  The  thirft  of 
gold  is  not  yet  univerfal  among  all  ranks,  and  the  love  of  plea* 
fure  has  as .  yet  infeâed  only  a  fmall  nnmber  of  indivîdualSé 
More  than  onee  we  have  feen  oar  magiftrates  and  generals  ' 
maintain  our  ancient  difcipline  with  vigour,  and  private  citi* 
zens  difplay  virtues  worthy  of  the  moft  incorrupt  ag    •' 

Like  to  thofe  people  who,  dwelling  on  the  borders  of  two 
nations,  have  adopted  and  intermingled  the  languages  and 
cuftoms  of  both,  the  Spartans  are  at  prefent  (ituated  on  the 
frontiers  of  virtue  and  of  vice.  But  we  (hall  not  lorig  maintain 
this  dangerous  poll.  Every  inftant  we  perceive  that  an  irrefiil- 
ihle  power  drags  us  toward  the  bottom  of  the  abyfs.  I  myfelf 
am  terrified  when  I  refleâ  on  the  example  I  have  this  day 
given'.  What  would  Lycurgus  have  faid  had  he  feen  one  of 
his  pupils  difbourfe,  difpute,  and  employ  the  figures  of  oratory  ? 
Alas  !  I  have  lived  too  much  with  the  Athenians  ;  I  am  now 
only  a  degenerate  Spartan^ 


CHAP.   LIL 

Journey  through  Arcadia  "^i 

Some  days  afteç  this  converfation,  we  left  Damonax,  witli  a 
regret  which  he  deigned  to  participate,  and  took  the  road  to' 
Arcadia. 

We  firft  paflTed  the  temple  of  Achilles,  which  is  never  open- 
ed, and  near  which  Ùit  youth  who  engage  in  the  plataniftas, 
in  the  combats  I  have  before  mentioned,  offer  facrifices.     Far- 


Xeaoph.  Hift.  Orsec.  lib.  i.  p.  443/  \     *  See  the  map  of  Arcadia. 
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cher  on  we  faw  fcTen  columns,  wliidi,  U  is  faid,  were  formerly 
ereâed  in  honour  of  the  fevten  planets.  Continuing  our  jour- 
ney, we  arrived  at  the  city  of  Pellana,  and  afterward  at  that  of 
Belmina,  (itaated  en  the  confines  of  Laconia  and  Arcadia  r. 
Belmina  is  a  place  of  ftrength,  the  poHeffion  of  which  has  fre- 
quently been  the  occafson  of  difputes  between  the  two  nations. 
Its  territory  is  watered  by  the  Eurotas,  and  a  number  of  ftreams 
which  defcend  from  the  neighbouring  mountains  *.  It  ftands 
at  the  entrance  of  a  defile,  which  muft  be  pafied  to  arrive  at 
Megalopolis»  diftant  from  Belmina  ninety  ftadia  *  *,  and  about 
three  hundred  and  forty  f  from  Lacedaemon.  During  this 
whole  journey  our  pleafure  was  varied  and  heightened  by  our 
road  paffing  fometimes  by  the  fide  of  impetuous  and  roaring 
torrents,  and  fometimes  along  the  verdant  banks  of  the  peaceful 
waters  of  the  Eurotas,  the  Thiuns,  and  the  Alpheus. 

Arcadia  occupies  the  centre  of  Peloponnefus  raifed  above  the 
countries  which  furround  it  **  ;  it  is  full  of  mountains  ^,  fame 
of  which  are  of  a  prodigious  height  \  and  are  almoft  all  cover- 
ed with  forefts,  which  contain  a  great  number  of  fallow  deer  *. 
The  plains  are  frequently  interfeâed  by  rivers  and  ftreams»  In 
certain  places  their  too  abundant  waters,  finding  no  outlet 
in  the  plain,  fuddenly  precipitate  themfelves  into  profound 
gulfs,  purfue  their  courfe  for  fome  time  through  fubterrane- 
OU8  caverns,  and  at  length  burft  forth,  and  again  appear  above 
the  earth  ^ 

Great  labour  has  been  employed  to  turn  thefe  ftreams  through 
propei:  channels,  but  much  yet  remains  to  be  done.  By  the 
fide  of  fertile  fields  we  faw  others  which  frequent  innundations 
condenm  to  perpetual  fterility  ^.     The  former  produce  wheat 


r  Plut.  in.  Agid.  t.  i.  p.  8c5. 
^  Liv.  lib.  38.  cap.  34.     Paufan.  lib. 
3.  cap.  ai.i..  263. 

A  Paufan,  lib.  8.  cap.  35.  p.  670. 

♦  Three  leai;iiesaod  a  hall". 

f  Near  thirteen  leagues. 

h  Ariftot.  Pr<  bî.  §  a  .  t.  îi.  p.  So5. 


^  Paufan.  lib.  8.  cap.  38.  p.  6jp, 
Strab.  ibid. 

^  PaiWan.  ibid.  cap.  55.  p.  ^71. 

f  Ariftot.  Prob].  {  26.  t.  ii.  p.  Sc^T. 
Strab.  lib.  8.  p  38^.  Pteoian.  }ib.  8. 
cap.  7.  22.  13.  44  et  54.  Diod.  Sic.  lib. 


c  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  38S.  \    S  Paulan.^Iib.  8.  cap.  7.  p.  tfxx 
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and  Other  grain  m  abundance  ^^  on  them  are  fed  numerous 
flocks,  for  the  padurage  is  esccellent,  efpecially  for  aifes  and 
horfes,  of  which  animals  the  breeds  of  this  country  are  in  great 
eftimation  '• 

BeGdes  a  great  number  of  plants  ufcful  in  medicine  ^y  Ar- 
cadia produces  almoft  all  the  known  fpecies  of  trees.  The  in- 
habitants who  have  made  a  particular  ftudy  of  their  nature  and 
properties  ^  aCign  to  the  greater  part  of  them  appropriate 
names  *  ;  but  it  is  eafy  to  diftinguiih  the  pine,  the  fir  ",  the 
cyprefs  ^,  the  thya,  the  andrachne  p,  the  poplar  **,  and^  kind  of 
cedar  the  fruit  of  which  does  not  ripen  till  the  third  year'.  I 
omit  many  others  which  are  equally  common,  as  alfo  the  trees 
which  are  the  ornament  of  gardens.  We  faw  in  a  valley,  firs 
of  a  prodigious  fize  and  height,  and  were  told  that  they  owed 
their  luxuriant  growth  to  their  happy  fituation,  as  they  were 
not  expofed  cither  to  the  rage  of  the  winds  or  the  burning  rays 
of  the  fun  •.  In  a  wood  near  Mantinea  we  were  fhown  three 
kinds  of  oak  *,  one  with  large  leaves,  the  phagus,  and  a  third, 
the  bark  of  which  is  fo  light  that  it  fwims  on  the  furface  of 
the  water,  and  is  ufed  by  fiihermen  to  bear  up  their  nets,  and 
by  pilots  for  buoys  to  their  anchors  ^. 

The  Arcadians  confider  themfelves  as  the  cliildren  of  the 
earth,  becaufe  they  have  always  dwelt  in  the  fame  country,  and 
never  been  fubjeâed  to  any  foreign  yoke  *.  They  relate  that 
having  firft  taken  up  their  abode  on  the  mountains  v,  they 
learned  by  degrees  to  build  huts,  to  clothe  themfelves  with  the 
Ikins  of  wild  boars,  and  to  prefer  to  wild,  and  frequently 


k  Xenopfi.  Hilt  Grace.  lib.  5.  p.  «;5t. 

>  Strab.  liD.  2.  p.  38S.  Varro  de  Re 
Kaftk.  Kb.  a.  cap.  i.  }  14. 

k  Theophr.  Hifl.  Plant,  lib.  4.  cap. 
6.  p.  36-. 

1  Id.  lib.  3.  cap.  6.  p.  1 30  ;  cap.  7. 
p.  138  ;  cap.  10.  p.  159. 

■*  Plin.  lib.  x6.  cap.  lo.  t.  îi.  p.  9. 

°  Theophr.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  10.  p. 

^  Paufan.  lib.  8.  cap.  41.  p*  6^^ 
^  Theophr.  Hift.  PWnt.  lib.  3.  cap« 


6.  p.  Z30. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  5.  p.  124. 

'  Id.  ibid.  Cap.  la.  p.  190.  Plin. lib, 
I  J.  cap.  5.  t.  i.  p.  686. 

'  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  cap.  i .  p.  283. 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  9.  p.  14^. 

^  Paufan.  lib.  8.  cap.  12.  p.  613. 

*  Thucyd.  lib.  i.  cap.  a.  Xenopb. 
Hilb.  Gntc.  lib.  7.  p.  618.  FIuUQusA. 
Roman,  t.  ii.  p.  a86. 

y  Stftb.  lib.  8.  p.  333. 
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Jioxious  herbs,  the  acorns  of  the  phagus,  on  which  they  ftili 
fed  within  two  or  three  centuries  paft  *.  What  appears  cer- 
tain is,  that,  after  having  felt  the  neceffity  of  uniting,  they 
were  ftill  unacquainted  'with  the  charms  of  fociety.  Their 
cold  and  inclement  climate  ^  gives  vigour  to  their  bodies,  and 
harflincfs  and  afperity  to  their  minds.  To  foften  and  humaT 
nize  their  ftern  and  rugged  difpofitions,  fome  fages  pf  fupcrior 
genius  refolved  to  awaken  in  them  new  fenfations,  and  infpire 
them  with  a  tatte  for  fong  and  dance,  for  poetry  and  fcftivals. 
Never  did  the  light  of  reafon  operate  fo  fpcedy  and  general  a 
revolution  in  manners  ;  the  cScfks  it  produced  have  remained 
till  our  time,  becaufc  the  Arcadians  have  never  ccafed  to  culti^ 
vate  thofe  aits  which  were  fo  beneficial  to  their  anceftors. 

Habituated  daily  to  fing  during  their  repafts,  it  would  be  a 
fhame  to  them  to  be  ignorant  of,  or  to  negleâ  mufic,  which 
they  are  obliged  to  learn  from  their  infancy,  and  during  their 
youth.  In  the  celebration  of  their  feftivals,  and  in  their  ar- 
mies, their  fteps  and  evolutions  are  regulated  by  the  found  of 
flutes  ^.  The  magiftrates,  perfuaded  that  thefe  enchantbg  arts 
can  alone  prcferve  the  nation  from  the  influence  of  the  climate, 
annually  affemble  their  young  pupils,  and  make  them  execute 
dances  before  them,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the 
proficiency  they  have  made.  The  example  of  the  Cynaetheans 
juftifies  them  in  thefe  precautions.  The  people  of  this  (mall 
tribe,  confined  to  a  narrow  fpace  in  the  north  of  Arcadia,  in 
the  midft  of  mountains,  and  beneath  a  brazen  flcy,  have'  al- 
ways refufed  to  ^dmit  among  them  diefe  feduâive  arts,  and 
are  become  fo  ferocious  and  cruel,  that  their  very  name  is  not 
pronounced  without  fear  *^- 

The  Arcadians  are  humane,  beneficent,  obfervant  of  the  laws 
of  hofpitality,  patient  of  labour,  and  pertinacious  in  their  en- 
terprifes,  in  defiance  of  obftacles  and  dangers  **.  They  have 
often  fought  with  fuccefs,  and  always  with  glory.     In  time  of 


*  Panfan.  lib.  8.  cap.  I.  p.  599.  |  14.  p.  626. 

*  Ariftot.  Probl.  {  26.  t.  iL  p.  S06,     I      9  Polyb.  lib.  4-  p.  «pi. 

h  Polyb.  lib.  4.  p.  290,    Athen.  lib- 1     ^  Xenoph.  Hilt.  Crrerc.  lib.  7.  p.  6tl. 
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peace  they  enter  for  pay  into  the  fervicc  of  foreign  powers, 
without  preference  or  choicCi  fo  that  they  have  been  fometimes 
feen  to  efpoufe  oppofite  parties,  and  bear  arms  againft  each 
other  *.  Notwithftanding  this  mercenary  fpirit,  they  are  ex- 
tremely jealous  of  their  liberty.  After  the  battle  of  Chseronea, 
gained  by  Philip  king  of  Macedon,  they  refofed  to  the  oon- 
^eror  the  title  of  genera)  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  Greece  ^ 

Arcadia  was  anciently  governed  by  kings,  but  afterwards  di- 
vided into  feveral  republics,  all  of  which  have  a  right  to  fend 
deputies  to  the  general  council  '.  Mantinea  and  Tegea  are  at 
the  head  of  this  confederation,  which  would  be  too  formidable 
were  all  its  forces  united  j  for  the  country  is  extremely  popu- 
lous, and  is  reckoned  to  contain  not  lefs  than  three  hundred 
thoufand  flaves  ^  But  the  jealoufy  of  power  continually  occa- 
ikms  divifions  between  the  great  and  lefler  ftates.  In  our  time, 
hSdans  had  become  fo  numerous,  that  a  plan  was  laid  before 
the  aflembly  of  the  nation,  in  which,  among  other  regulations^ 
it  was  propoied  that  the  power  of  determining  on  peace  and 
war  ibould  be  confided  to  a  body  of  ten  thoufand  men  K  This 
projet,  which  the  new  troubles  that  it  occafioned  caufed  to  be 
laid  afide,  was  again  revived  with  more  vigour,  after  the  battle 
of  Leuâra.  Epaminondas,  who,  to  reftrain  the  Spartans,  had 
jnft  recalled  the  exiled  inhabitants  of  Meflènia,  propofed  to  the 
Arcadians  to  deftroy  the  fmall  towns  which  were  without  de- 
fenoe,  and  transfer  the  inhabitants  to  a  place  of  ftrength,  to  be 
buih  on  the  frontiers  of  Laconia.  He  fumilhed  them  with  a 
thoufand  men  to  carry  his  plan  into  execution,  and  the  foun- 
dations of  Megalopolis  were  immediately  laid  K  This  happen- 
ed about  fifteen  years  before  our  arrival. 

We  were  greatly  aftoniflied  at  the  extenfive  ch'cuit  of  the 
new  city  *,  and  the  height  of  its  walls  flanked  with  towers  ™. 


'  Thucyd.  lib.  7.  cap.  57.  Her- 
mbp.  ap.  .^then.  lib.  i.  p.  17. 

f  Diod.  Sic  ]ib.  17.  p.  4SS. 

*  Xenoph.  Hi:l.  Giîbc.  lib.  6.  p.  602. 

•»  Theop.  ap,*  Athen.  lib.  6,  cap.  20. 
p.  «I. 

I  Demofili.  de  Falf.  Legat.  p.  2^5. 


Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  37a. 

t  PHufan.  lib.  4.  cap.  27.  p.  ^54  ;  lib. 
p.  cap.  14.  p.  739. 

1   Poljrb.   lib.   2.   p.  140;  lib.  5.  p. 
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It  already  gave  umbrage  to  Lacedscmon»  sis  I  had  perceived  m 
a  coiiTeriation  which  I  had  with  king  Archidamus  \  who  fome 
years  after  attacked  this  riCng  colony,  and  ended  by  concluding 
a-  treaty  with  it  ". 

The  great  work  of  legiflation  next  employed  the  attention  of  ' 
the  citizens,  who  requefted  Plato  to  give  them  a  code  of  laws. 
The  philofopher  was  much  pleafed  with  fo  flattering  a  diilinc- 
tion }  but  having  learned,  both  from  the  deputies  of  the  city 
and  one  of  his  dilciplcs  whom  he  fent  to  Megalopolis»  that  the 
inhabitants  would  never  confent  to  admit  an  equality  of  pro- 
perty, he  determined  not  to  comply  with  their  folicitation  °. 

,A  fmall  river,  called  the  HelifTon,  divides  the.  city  into  two 
parts,  in  both  of  which  houfes  and  public  edifices  have  been 
built,  and  are  ftill  building.  That  to  the  north  contains  a  fo- 
rum, enclofed  by  a  (lone  baluftrade,  and  furrounded  by  (acred 
edifices  and  porticos.  A  fupêrb  brazen  ftatue  of  Apollo^ 
t^welve  feet  high,  has  been  eredled  facing  the  temple  of  Jupi-» 
ter.  This  ftatue  is  a  prefent  from  the  Phigaleans,  who  contri- 
butQcl  with  pleafure  to  the  embellifliment  of  the  new  city  p. 
Some  private  individuals  have  likewife  done  the  fame.  One 
of  the  porticos,  bears  the  name  of  Ariftander,  who  caufed  it  to 
l^e  built  at  hîs  own  expfence  ^. 

l:\  the  part  to  the  fouth,  wc  faw  a  fpacious  edifice,  in  which 
is  held  the  affcmbly  of  the  ten  thoufand  deputies  appointed  to 
conduâ:  the  important  aflairs  of  the  ftatc  ^  We  were  likewife 
fhown,  in  a  temple  of  jEfculî^ius,  bones  of  an  extracardinary 
fize,  which  were  faid  to  have  been  thofe  of  a  giant  *. 

The  city  contains  a  great  number  of  ftatues  ;  among  others 
we  faw  tlic  work  of  two  Athenian  artifts,  Cephifodotus  and    . 
Xenophon,  confiiling  of  a  group,  in  which  Jupiter  is  repre- 
fcnted  feated  on  a  throne,  v/lth  the  city  of  Megalopolis  on  his 


"  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  437. 

•  Pamphil.  ap.  Dio,»cn.  Laert.  lib.  .^. 
Ç  a.^.  Plut,  in  Colot.  t.  ii.  p.  1126. 
aiVxnn.  Var.  Hi(t.  lib.  2.  cap.  41. 

1^  Piuiar.  l:b.  8.  cap.  3c.  p.  66i, 
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T%ht  hand,  and  Diana  Gonfcrratrix  on  his  left.  The  marble 
of  which  it  is  made  is  the  produâion  of  the  quarries  of  Mount 
Pentelicus,  near  Athens  K 

I  might  enimierate  many  other  thing|k  of  the  fame  kind  ;  byt> 
in  the  relation  of  my  travels,  I  have  always  avoided  fpeaking  of 
that  prodigious  number  of  temples,  altars,  ftatues  and  tombs, 
which  we  met  with  at  every  ilep  in  the  cities,  towns,  roads, 
and  even  the  moft  folltary  places  through  which  we  pafied.  I 
have  alfo  thought  it  moft  proper  to  omit  the  greater  part  of  the 
prodigies  and  abfurd  fables  of  which  we  were  fatigued  with 
long  recitals.  The  traveller  who  is  condemned  to  hear  them 
ought  to  fpare  that  pain  to  his  readers.  It  would  be  in  vain 
for  him  to  attempt  to  reconcile  the  different  traditions  concern- 
ing the  hiftory  of  the  gods  and  the  moil  ancient  heroes  ;  his 
labours  would  only  fcrve  to  increafe  the  copfufion  of  a  chaos 
impenetrable  to  the  light.  It  will  be  fufllcient  for  him  to  ob- 
ferve  in  general,  that,  among  different  nations,  the  objeâs  of 
public  worfliip  are  known  under  different  names,  the  facrifices 
offered  to  them  accompanied  by  other  rites,  and  their  ftatues 
charaârerized  by  other  attributes. 

But  he  ought  principally  to  diredl  his  attention  to  thofe  mo- 
numents which  afcertain  the  tafte,  knowledge,  or  ignorance  of 
an  age  ;  to  defcribe  feflivals,  becaufe  images  of  peace  and  joy, 
cannot  be  too  often  prefcnted  to  ^wretched  mortals  ;  and  to  re- 
late thofe  opinions  or  cuftoms  which  may  ferve  for  example  or 
inftruâion,  ei'en  though  he  (hould  leave  the  application  of 
them  to  his  reader.  Thus,  when  I  ihall  content  myfelf  with 
mentioning  that,  in  a  certain  diftriâ  of  Arcadia,  the  Supreme 
Being  is  worfhipped^  under  the  name  of  Good  ",  thofe  who 
read  my  work  will  feel  themfelves  invited  to  love  the  Author 
of  all  things  ;  and  when  I  fhall  add  that,  in  the  fame  province, 
fanaticifm  has  immolated  human  vi£lims  *  *,  they  will  fhudder 
to  perceive  that  fuperftition  can  occafion  fuch  horrors,  even 


*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  30.  p.  664,  I  Abflin.  lib.  i.  {  27.  p.  150. 

"  Id.  lib.  8.  cap.  36.  p.  ^73.  I      ♦  Sec  note  at  the  end  of  the  voliiaMw 
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among  a  people  who  adore  God  as  fovereignly  good.    I  return 
to  my  narrative. 

We  had  determined  to  make  the  tour  of  Arcadia.  This  coun- 
try is  only  a  fucceffion  of  thofe  fcenes  in  which  Nature  has  dît- 
played  the  grandeur  and  fecundity  of  her  ideas,  and  which  flie 
has  negligently  thrown  together  without  regard  to  the  diflFcr- 
encc  of  their  kinds.  The  powerful  hand  which  has  placed  fa 
many  enormous  and  fterile  rocks  on  their  eternal  bafes,  has 
fportively  interfperfed  at  their  feet,  and  in  the  intervals  be- 
tween them,  charming  meadows,  the  afylums  of  coolnefs  and 
repofe.  Every  where  we  bdiold  pidlurcfque  fituations,  unex- 
peftcd  contrails,  and  admirable  effeds. 

How  often,  when  arrived  at  the  fummit  of  a  lofty  mountain, 
have  we  feen  the  lightning  flafli  beneath  our  feet  ?  How  often 
in  the  region  of  the  clouds  have  we  beheld  the  refplendence  of 
day  change  to  a  dim  light,  and  the  air  become  thick  and  agi- 
tated with  violence,  prefenting  a  fpedtacle  at  once  beautiful 
and  terrifying  !  Thofe  ftreams  of  vapour  which  paflcd  rapidly 
beneath  our  eyes,  and  plunged  down  into  the  deep  valleys  be- 
low i  thofe  torrents  of  water  which,  Toaring,  precipitated  them- 
felves  to  the  bottom  of  the  abyfs  ;  thofe  hugp  mafles  of  moun* 
tains  which,  through  the  thick  fluid  by  which  we  were  fur- 
rounded,  appeared  covered  with  a  black  veil  j  the  melancholy 
cries  of  birds^  and  the  plaintive  murmur  of  the  winds  and  the 
trees,  feemed  to  prefent  to  us  the  image  of  the  hell  of  Empe- 
doclcs  :  fuch  muft  be  that  ocean  of  obfcure  and  whitifli  air 
which  impels  and  repels  the  fouls  of  the  guilty,  either  through 
the  plains  of  ether,  or  amid  the  globes  interfperfed  in  the  wide 
cxpanfe  of  fpace  y. 

We  left  Megalopolis,  and,  after  having  croffed  the  Alpheus, 
proceeded  to  Lycofura,  fituatcd  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Lycacus, 
formerly  called  Olympus  *.  This  country  abounds  in  woods 
and  fallow  deer.     In  the  evening  our  hods  wiftied  to  entertain 


y  Plut,  de  Vitand.  ^rc  Alien,  t.  H.  |      *  Pauian.  lib.  8.  cap.  38.  p.  678. 
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QS  with  an  account  of  their  city,  which  is  the  moft  ancient  in 
the  world  ;  of  their  mountain,  on  which  Jupiter  was  brought 
up  ;  of  the  temple  and  feftivals  of  that  god  ;  and  efpecially  of 
his  prieft,  who,  in  cime  of  drought,  has  power  to  bring  down 
rain  from  heaven  *•  They  afterwards  told  us  of  a  hind  which 
was  ftill  alive  two  centuries  ago,  and  which  thej  faid  had  lived 
more  than  feven  hundred  years.  It  was  taken  fome  years  be- 
fore the  war  of  Troy,  and  the  date  of  the  time  when  it  was 
laken  was  infcribed  on  a  collar  which  it  wore.  It  was  kept  as 
a  facred  animal  in  the  enclofure  appertaining  to  the  temple  K 
Ariftotle,  to  whom  I  one  day  mentioned  this  ftory,  citing  at 
the  fame  time  the  authority  of  Hefiod,  who  attributes  to  the 
life  of  the  ftag  a  ftill  longer  duration  ^,  did  not  feem  to  pay 
any  regard  to  it,  and  obferved  to  me  that  the  time  of  geftation 
of  this  animal,  and  that  of  the  growth  of  the  young  ftag,  by 
no  means  indicated  fo  long  a  life  **. 

The  next  day,  having  reached  the  top  of  Mount  Lycaeus, 
from  whence  almoft  the  whole  of  Peloponnefus  may  be  feen% 
we  were  prefent  at  fome  games  celebrated  in  honour  of  the  god 
Pan,  near  a  temple  and  fmall  grove  confecrated  to  him  '.  After 
the  prize  had  been  beftowed,  we  faw  fome  young  perfons  who 
followed  with  loud  burfts  of  laughter  all  thofe  whom  they  met 
m  their  way  5*.  We  faw  others  who  (truck  the  ftatue  of  the 
god  with  whips  :  they  infliâed  this  puniOiment  on  him  becaufe 
a  hunting,  undertaken  under  his  aufpices,  had  not  been  fuffi- 
ciently  fuccefsful  to  fumifh  them  with  a  meal*'. 

The  Arcadians  however  are  not  the  lefs  attached  to  the  wor^ 
(hip  of  Pan.  They  have  dedicated  to  him  a  great  number  of 
temples,  ftatues,  altars,  and  facred  groves',  and  he  is  reprefent- 


a  Id.  ibid. 

b  Id.  ibid.  cap.  lo.  p.  620, 

^  Hefiod.  ap.  Pbn.  lib.  7.  cap.  48.  p. 

4C2. 

d  Ariftof.  Hift.  Animal,  lib,  6.  cap. 
29,  t.  i.  p.  833.  Buffon.  Hift.  Nat.  t 
yi.  p.  9^. 

^  Faufan.  lib.  Ï.  cap.  38.  p.  6^^. 


f  Id.ibi.-?.  p.  678. 

S  Liv.  lib.  I.  cap.  5.  Plutarch  in 
RoiDul.  t.  i.  p.  31. 

*  The  Lupcrcalia  at  Rome  deriyed 
their  origin  from  this  feftival. 

h  Thcocr.  Idyll.  7.  v.  106.  Schol 
ibid. 

1  Faufan.  pafljiD* 
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cd  on  their  coin*.  This  god  purfues  the  animals  which  are 
hurtful  to  the  harvefts  ;  he  wanders  with  pkafure  on  the  moun- 
tainsS  from  whence  he  watches  over  the  numerous  flock*  which 
feed  in  the  plain  ^  ;  and  from  the  inftrument  with  feven  {npes» 
of  which  he  is  the  inventor  "^^  produces  harmonious  founds^ 
which  re-echo  through  the  neighbouring  valleys*. 

Pan  formerly  enjoyed  ftill  greater  honours.  He  prediâed 
future  events  in  one  of  his  temples»  in  which  a  lamp  was  kept 
burning  day  and  night^*.  The  Arcadians  ftill  maintain  that  he 
diftributes  to  mortals^  during  their  life,  the  rewards  and  puniih- 
ments  which  they  merits  ;  they  place  him,  like  the  Egyptians» 
in  the  rank  of  their  principal  divinities  ^^  and  the  name  which 
they  give  him  feems  to  fignify,  that  he  extends  his  power  over 
all  material  fubftance^.  Notwithftanding  thefe  fplendid  titles, 
they  at  prefent  limit  his  funûions  to  the  proteâion  of  hunters 
and  fhcpherds. 

Not  far  from  his  temple,  is  that  of  Jupiter,  in  the  middle  of 
an  endcfure  which  we  were  not  allowed  to  enter  *.  We  after* 
wards  met  with  other  facred  places,  the  entrance  of  which  is 
forbidden  to  men,  but  permitted  to  women*. 

We  next  proceeded  to  Phigalca,  which  is  feated  on  a  very 
ftecp  rock,  and  may  be  feen  at  a  confiderable  diftance".  In 
the  forum  is  a  ftatue  which  may  ferve  for  the  hiftory  of  the 
arts.  The  feet  are  almoft  joined,  and  the  pendent  liands  arc 
fattened  clofe  to  the  fides  and  thighs*  ;  for  in  this  manner  were 
ftatucs  formerly  fculptured  in  Greece  y,  and  thus  they  are  ftill 
in  Egypt.  That  we  had  now  before  our  eyes,  was  erefted  for 
the  athleta,  Ârrhachion,  who  gained  one  of  the  prizes  in  the  5  ad. 


*  See  tKc  plate  of  coini. 

k  Theocr.  Idyll,  i.  v.  laj.  Calliro. 
io  Dhn.  T.  88. 

1  Find.  Olympid.  6,  v.  t  6ç.  Horat. 
lib.  4.  oil.  12.  Vii;gil.  Eclog.  a.  v.  ^;i. 
Georjr.  I.  T.  17. 

^  Virg.  Eclog.  2.  V.  32.  Eclog.  8. 
T.  lA- 

"  Paufan.  lib.  8.  cap.  3^.  p.  674. 

®  Id.  cap*  37.  p.  677. 

P  Id.  ibid. 


^  Paufan.  lib.  8.  cap.  31.  p.  664. 
''  Macrob.  Saturn,  lib.  i.  cap.  22. 

*  Plut.  Qucfl.  Grace,  t.  ii.  p.  30c, 
Paufan.  lib.  8.  cap.  38.  p.  679.  Hy^io. 
Poet.  Aftrunom.  p.  4I&. 

<  Paufan.  lib.  S.  cap.  5.  p.  608  ;  cap. 
10.  p.  618;  cap.  31.  p.  665  J  cap.  35. 

P-  ^13- 

"  Id.  cap.  3p.  p.  68 1 . 

*  Id.  cap.  40.  p.  682. 

y  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  4.  p.  276. 
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53d,  and  54th  Olympiads*.  We  may  hence  conclude,  that 
two  centuries  before  our  time,  many  ftatuaries  (till  fervilely  fbl« 
lowed  the  Egyptian  tafte. 

To  the  right,  and  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  ftadia  f  from  the 
dty,  is  Mount  Elaius  ;  to  the  left,  and  forty  ftadia  %  diftant. 
Mount  Cotylius.  On  the  firft  is  feen  the  cave  of  Ceres,  fur- 
named  the  Black,  becaufe  that  goddefs,  in  defpair  for  the  loTs 
of  Proferpine,  continued  (hut  up  in  it  a  long  time,  wearing  a 
mourning  habit  '•  On  the  altar,  at  the  entrance  of  the  cave» 
«re  offered  not  riâims,  but  fruits,  honey,  and  raw  wool*.  In 
a  town,  (ituated  on  the  other  mountain,  we  funreyed  with  a- 
ftoni(hment  a  temple  of  Apollo  ;  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  in 
Peloponnefus,  as  well  from  the  choice  of  the  ftones  of  which 
the  ro6f  and  walls  are  conftruâed,  as  from  the  happy  harmony 
of  all  its  parts*  The  name  of  the  architeâ  alone  would  fuf- 
fice  to  enfure  the  fame  of  this  edefice.  It  was  built  by  the 
fame  lâinus  who,  in  the  time  of  Pericles,  ereâed  the  cele- 
brated temple  of  Minerva  **. 

On  our  return  from  Phigalea,  we  were  prefent  at  a  feftival 
which  was  concluded  by  a  grand  entertainment,  in  which  the 
flaves  ate  with  their  mafters,  and  the  higheft  praifes  were  given 
to  thofe  who  devoured  the  greateft  quantity  of  eatables^. 

The  next  day,  returning  by  Lycofura,  we  pafled  the  Al- 
pheos,  not  far  from  Trapezus,  and  went  to  deep  at  Gortys,  the 
plains  around  which  are  fertilized  by  a  river  of  the  fame  name* 
^During  this  whole  day  we  met  with  merchants  and  travellers 
who  were  going  to  the  little  town  of  Aliphera,  at  which  a  fair 
was  to  be  kept*.  We  did  not  follow  them,  becaufe  we  had  of- 
ten been  prefent  at  (imilar  fcenes,  and  becaufe  we  muft  have 
journeyed  for  a  long  time  on  the  (lope  of  a  mountain  furround- 
ed  by  precipices^.     Our  guides  forgot  to  conduâ  us  into  a  val- 


•  In  the  yeiirs  before  Chrift,  57a,  ^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  4t.  p.  684. 
56S,  5^4.  ^  Athen.  lib.  a.  cap.  1  j.  p.  149. 

I  Somewhat  above  a  leapie.  d  Paufan.  lib.  8.  cap.  26.  p.  653. 

I  About  a  league  and  a  naif.  ^  Polyb.  lib.  4.  p.  340.    PaufiuL  ib« 

*>  Paufan.  lib.  S.  cap.  4a.  p.  6Î$,  p.  65a. 

•  Id.  ibid.  p.  tfSS: 


Digitized 


by  Google 


62  TRAVELS  IN  GREECE. 

ley  which  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Trapezus.  The  earth 
there»  they  told  us,  cafts  forth  flames,  near  the  fountdn  of  0-» 
lympius,  which  remains  dry  one  year  out  of  twa  They  add* 
ed|  that  this  pbce  was  the  fcene  of  the  battle  between  the  gods 
and  the  giants,  and  that^  to  preferve  the  memory  of  that  dread- 
ful conteft,  the  inhabitants,  on  certain  occafions,  facrifice  to  the 
the  tempeils,  the  lightning,  and  the  tliunder^. 

The  poets  have  celebrated  the  pleafant  coolnefs  of  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Cydnus  in  Cilicia,  and  of  the  Melas  in  Pamphylia  ; 
but  thofe  of  the  Gortynius  deferve  better  their  praifes.  The 
mod  fevere  cold  never  freezes  them,  and  the  greateft  heats  ne» 
ver  alter  their  temperature^.  They  are  moft  delightful  either 
to  bathe  in,  or  to  drink. 

Befides  poflTeffing  that  coolnefs  which  diftinguifties  the  wa« 
ters  of  Arcadia,  thofe  of  the  Ladon,  which  we  pafTed  the  next 
day,  are  To  pure  and  tranfparent  that  they  are  no  where  to  be 
equalled^.  Near  the  banks  of  this  river,  (haded  by  lofty  pop** 
lars,  we  found  a  number  of  girls,  of  the  neighbouring  country, 
dancing  round  a  laurel  on  which  they  had  hung  garlands  of 
flowers.  The  youthful  Clytia,  accompanying  her  voice  vnth 
her  lyre,  fang  the  loves  of  Daphne,  die  daughter  of  the  La* 
don,  and  Leucippus,  the  fon  of  the  king  of  Pifa^.  No  maid 
in  Arcadia  was  fo  lovely  as  Daphne»  no  youth  in  £lis  fo  beau- 
tiful as  Leucippus.  But  how  might  it  be  poflible  t»  triumph 
over  a  heart  which  Diana  had  fubjeâed  to  her  laws,  and  which 
Apollo  had  not  been  able  to  vanquifli  ?  Leucippus  bound  his 
hair  upon  his  head,  clothed  himfelf  in  a  light  tunic,  threw  a 
quiver  over  his  fhoulders,  and,  in  this  difguife,  purfued  with 
Daphne  the  deer  and  the  roe-bucks  of  the  plain.  Their  fur-» 
tive  loves  could  not  efcape  the  jealous  eyes  of  Apollo,  who  in* 
fbrmed  the  companions  of  Diana,  and  the  unhappy  Leucippus 
fell  beneath  their  arrows.     Clytia  added  that  the  nymph,  un- 


^  Paufan.  ibid,  cap,  aç.  p.  660.  I  Vit.  Apoll.  lib.  r.  cap.  16.  p.  19.  Scho). 

E  Id.  lib.  8.  cap.  2S.  r.  659.  |  Homer,  in  lUad.  i.  v.  14.    Geopon.  lib. 

*»  Id.  ibid.  cap.  25.  p.  651.  j  11.  cap.  a.    Sccv.  i^  Virg.  Eclog,  3.  v. 

?  Xd,  ibid.  cap.  20.  p.  6jS.    Pbiloftr.  |  63. 
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able  to  endure  either  the  prefence  of  the  god,  who  obftinately 
continued  his  amorous  purfuit,  or  the  light  which  he  difpenfed 
to  mortals,  fupplicated  the  earth  to  receive  her  into  her  bofom> 
and  .hat  (he  was  metamorphofed  into  a  laurel*» 

We  re-afcended  the  Ladon,  and,  turning  to  the  left,  took 
the  road  tp  Pfophis*^,  through  feveral  villages,  and  through  die 
wood  of  Soron,  in  which  are  found,  as  well  as  in  the  other 
forefts  of  Arcadia,  bears,  wild  boars,  and  very  large  tortoifes^ 
the  {hells  of  which  may  be  ufeful  to  make  lyres  ^ 

Ffophis  is  one  of  the  moft  ancient  cities  of  Pelopoanefus  ; 
it  is  fituated  on  the  confines  of  Arcadia  and  Elis.  A  very  high 
hill  defends  it  from  the  north  wind.  To  the  eaft  flows  the  ri« 
ver  Erymanthus,  which  rifes  in  a  mountain  of  the  fame  name^ 
to  which  the  inhabitants  frequently  refort  to  hunt  wild  boars 
and  flags".  To  the  weft  is  a  deep  bottom,  into  wUch  a  tor- 
rent falls,  that  afterwards  continues  its  courfe  toward  the  fouth^ 
and  lofes  itfelf  in  the  £rymanthus'^« 

Our  attention  was  principally  engaged  by  two  objeâs^  W^ 
here  faw  the  tomb  of  that  Alcmseon,  who,  in  obedience  to  the 
command  of  his  father  Amphiaraus,  killed  his  mother  Eriphyle» 
for  which  he  was  long  purfued  by  the  avenging  furies^  and  at 
length  wretchedly  ended  a  life  of  dreadful  agitation. 

Near  his  tomb,  which  has  no  other  ornament  than  fome  cy- 
preis  trees  of  an  extraordinary  height^,  we  were  fhown  a  fmall 
field,  and  a  little  cottage,  where,  fome  centuries  fince,  lived  a  ^ 
poor  and  virtuous  man,  named  Agbus.  Alike  a  ftranger  to  wiihes 
or  to  fears,  unknown  to  men,  and  ignorant  of  what  paflied  among 
them,  he  peaceably  cultivated  his  little  farm,  the  narrow  boun- 
daries of  which  he  had  never  paiTed.  He  had  arrived  at  an  ex- 
treme old  age,  when  ambafladors  from  the  powerful  king  of 
Lydia,  Gyges,  or  Croefus,  were  commiifioned  to  inquire  of  the 

•  The  Theflalians  affirm,  that  Dapb-  f    I  Id.  ibid.  ^ 

ne  was  the  daughter  of  the  Peneus,  aud         "*  Humer.  Odyfl*.  lib.  6.  v.  103. 
that  (he  was  changed  into  a  laurel  on        ^  Polyb.  lib.  4.  p.  333. 
the  banks  of  that  river.  ^  Pauiao*  lib»  8.  cap.  2",.  p.  646. 

^  Paufftn.  lib.  8.  cap.  23.  p.  644.. 
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oracle  of  Delphi  whether  their  exifted  on  the  face  of  the  whole 
earth  a  mortal  more  happy  than  that  prince.  The  pythia  re- 
plied, «  AglausofPfophisP". 

On  our  way  from  Pfophis  to  Pheneos  we  heard  mention 
made  of  fcvcral  waters  which  poflcflcd  fingular  properties. 
The  inhabitants  of  Clitor  aflSrmed,  that  that  of  one  of  their 
fprings  infpires  fo  great  an  averfion  for  wine,  that  thofe  who 
drink  of  it  are  afterwards  unable  to  endure  even  the  fmclî  of 
that  liquor  *».  Farther  on,  toward  the  north,  among  the  moun- 
tains, near  the  city  of  Nonacris,  is  a  very  lofty  rock,  from  which 
inceflantly  flows  a  deadly  water,  which  forms  tne  river  of  the 
Styx.  This  is  that  Styx  fo  formidable  to  gods  and  men.  It 
winds  through  a  rMcy  to  which  the  Arcadians  rcfort  to  con- 
firm their  promife  by  the  moil  inviolable  of  oaths'";  but  they 
never  drink  of  it,  however  thirfty,  nor  does  the  fliepherd  ever 
lead  his  flocks  to  its  banks.  Its  water,  though  limpid  and  with- 
out odour,  is  mortal  to  ail  living  creatures  ;  they  drop  dead  as 
foon  as  tliey  have  tafted  it.  It  diflblves  every  kitid  of  metal, 
and  breaks  every  veflel  which  receives  it,  except  thofe  made  of 
the  hoof  of  certain  animals  ^ 

As  the  CynsEtheans  were  then  ravaging  that  country,  we 
could  not  go  thither  to  afccrtaiil  tlic  truth  of  thcfe  reports. 
But  having  met  on  our  road  two  deputies  from  a  city  of  Achaia, 
who  were  journeying  towards  Pheneos,  and  who  had  more  than 
once  paflcd  along  that  river,  we  inquired  of  them  ;  and  con- 
cluded from  their  anfwers,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  pro- 
digies attributed  to  this  famous  ftream,  would  difappear  on  the 
flightcft  examination. 

Thefe  were  intelligent  and  well-informed  perfons,  and  wc 
put  to  them  feveral  other  queftlons.     They  fliowed  us,  toward 


P  Id  tbid.  p.  647.  PUn.  lib.  7.  cap. 
46.  t.  i.  p.  402.  Val.  Max.  lib.  7.  cap. 
I. 

^  Eudox.  ap.  Steph.  in  A^cv.  Id.  ap. 
Plin.  lib.  31.  cap.  a.  t.  ii.  p,  549.  Vi- 
truT.  lib.  8.  cap.  3.  p.  164. 

'  Hcrodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  74. 


*  Vilruv.  lib.  8.  cap.  3.  p.  163.  Var. 
ap.  Solu..  cap.  7.  Scncc.  Quaeft.  Nat. 
lib.  3.  cap.  25.  PJin.  lib,  a.  cap.  103. 
t.  i.  p.  i3l;  lib.  30.  cap.  i^.  t.  ii.  p. 
543;  lib.  31.  p.  s'50.  Paufan.  lib.  8. 
cap.  18.  p.  635.  £uftath.  in  Iliad,  t.  i. 
p.  301  ;  t.  ii.  p.  718  ;  t.  iii.p.  1667, 
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the  north-eaft.  Mount  Cylicnc,  which  lifts  its  mageftic  head 
above  all  the  mountains  of  Arcadia  S  and  whofe  perpendicular 
height  may  be  eftimated  at  fifteen  or  twenty  ftadia  ".  This  is 
the  only  part  of  Greece  in  which  is  found  a  fpecies  of  white 
blackbirds'^.  Mount  Cyllene  joins  to  mount  Stymph^lus,  at 
the  foot  of  which  we  find  a  city,  a  lake,  and  a  river  of  the  fame 
name.  The  city  was  formerly  one  of  the  moft  flourifliing  in 
Arcadia^.  The  river  rifes  out  of  the  lake,  and,  after  having 
begun  its  courfe  in  this  province,  difappcars,  and  terminates  it 
under  another  name  in  Argolis*.  In  our  time  Ipliicratcs,  at 
the  head  of  the  Athenian  troops,  formed  a  defign  to  dam  up 
every  outlet  of  the  river,  that,  its  waters  returning  upon  the 
lake,  and  thence  inundating  the  city  which  he  inefFeâually  be- 
fieged,  the  inhabitants  might  be  compelled  to  furrcndcr  at  dif- 
cretion  j  but,  after  great  labour,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his 
projea». 

According  to  an  ancient  tradition,  this  lake  was  formerly 
covered  with  voracious  birds,  which  infefted  the  country. 
Hercules  killed  them'  with  his  arrows,  or  dfove  them  away  by 
the  found  of  certain  inftruments  **.  This  exploit  did  honour 
to  the  hero,  and  beftowed  celebrity  on  the  lake.  The  birds 
returned  no  more,  but  they  are  ftili  rcprefented  on  the  .money 
of  Stymphalus  *^.  Such  were  the  accounts  given  us  by  our 
travelling  companions. 

The  city  of  Pheneos,  though  one  of  the  principal  in  Arca- 
dia, contains  nothing  remarkable  ;  but  the  neighbouring  plain 
prefented  to  our  curiofity  one  of  the  fineft  works  of  antiquity* 
Its  date  cannot  be  precifely  afcertaincd  ;  we  only  know  that, 
in  very  remote  ages,  the  torrents  that  rufh  from  the  mountains 
by  which  the  city  is  fiirroundcd,  entirely  over  whelmedand  de- 


*  Pattfan.  lib.  8.  cap.  17.  p.  653. 
"  Strab.Jib.  8.  p.  388. 

*  Ariftot.  Kilt.  Animal.  lib.  p.  rap, 
ip.  t.i.  p.  934. 

y  Find.  <  )lympi<1.  6.  v.  169. 

*  Hfrodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  76.      Diod. 
Sic-  iibb  15.  p,  36J.    Pacfan.  lib.  2.  cap.  ^ 

FoL  IIL 


24.  p.  166  ;  Jib.  S.  cap.  22.  p.  640. 

*  btrab.  lib.  8^  p.  389. 

b  Apollon.  Ar;;or.  lib.  a.  v.  1057. 
Schol.  ibid.  Paufnn.  lib.  8.  cap.  22. -p. 
64c.     SrraK  lib.  8.  p.  37 T. 

^  C.'ins  in  the  cabinet  of  the  king  of 
France. 
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ftroyed  the  ancient  Phcneos  **  j  and  that,  to  prevent  a  fimllar 
calamity  from  again  happening,  a  canal  was  dog  in  the  plain 
fifty  (ladia  *  in  length,  thirty  feet  f  deep,  and  of  proportionable 
breadth.  It  was  intended  to  receire  the  waters  of  the  river 
Olbius,  and  thofe  of  any  extraordinary  fall  of  rain.  They 
were  conduced  to  two  caverns,  which  ftill  fubfift  at  the  foot  of 
the  two  mountains,  under  which  Nature  has  opened  for  them 
fecret  paffages. 

Thefe  labours,  which  are  attributed  to  Hercuks,  would  ap- 
pear to  more  advantage  in  the  hiftory  of  that  hero  than  his  com- 
bat witli  the  fabulous  birds  of  Stymphalus.  However  this 
may  be,  the  canal  was  graAially  negleâed  ^,  and  an  earthquake 
having  filled  up  the  fubterraneous  paifages  by  which  the  waters 
were  carried  ofF^,  the  inhabitants  took  refuge  on  the  emi- 
nences, where  they  conftruâed  wooden  bridges  to  maintain  a 
communication  with  each  other;  and  as  the  inundation  in- 
creafed  from  day  to  day,  they  were  obliged  fucccHively  to  eredk 
other  bridges  higher  than  the  former  «. 

Some  time  aj^f^frward  ^  the  waters  opened  themfelves  a  paf- 
fage  under  ground  through  the  obftacles  by  which  their  courfe 
was  flopped,  and  carried  conilernation  tlirough  feveral  pro- 
vinces. The  Ladon,  that  beautiful  and  peaceful  river  of  which 
I  have  fpokcn,  and  which  had  ceafed  to  flow  fincc  the  obftruo- 
tion  of  the  fubterranean  channels  ^,  had  precipitated  itfelf  in 
impetuous  torrents  into  the  Alp*ieus,  and  inundated  the  terri- 
tory of  Olympia  ''.  At  Pheneos  it  was  obferved  as  a  fingula- 
rity,  that  the  deal  of  which  the  bridges  had  been  made,  after  it 
had  been  dripped  of  its  bark,  had  not  rotted  K 

From  Pheneos  we  proceeded  to  Caphyx,  where  we  were 
fliown,  near  a  fountain,  an  old  plane  tree  which  bears  the 
name  of  Menelaus,  and  which  that  prince  is   faid  to  have 


d  Paufan.  lib.  8.  cap.  14.  p.  627* 
*  Near  three  leagues, 
f  A  little  more  than  twenty-eight 
French  (or  near  thirty  Engliih)  feet. 
^  Paufan.  Ho.  8.  cap.  14,  p.  CiS* 
'  Suab.  lib.  8.  p.  33> 


S  Theophraft.    Hift.   Plant,   lib.  5. 
cap.  5.  p.  52*- 

h  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  i.  p.  117. 
i  S  crab.  lib.  i.  p.  f>o. 
k  Eratofth.  a-    "      K  '"    "    n.  3S9 
1  Theophraft.  Eb«  5.  cap.  $•  ?•  5*** 
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fdantcd  himfelf  before  he  went  to  the  fiege  of  Troy  ".  In  â 
neighbouring  village  we  faw  a  facred  grove,  and  a  temple  de- 
dicated to  jy)2ii2L  the  Strangled^,  A  refpeâable  old  man  in- 
formed us  of  the  origin  of  this  ftrange  epithet.  Some  children, 
fûd  he,  playing  near  the  temple,  found  a  cord,  and  having  put 
it  about  the  ftatue,  dragged  it  along,  crying  out,  laughing,  Wc 
ftrangle  the  goddefs.  Some  men,  paffing  by  at  the  time,  felt 
fuch  indignation  at  this  fight,  that  they  killed  tlie  children  with 
ftones.  They  imagined  that  tHey  avenged  the  gods  ;  but  the 
gods  avenged  innocence.  We  experienced  their  anger;  and 
the  oracle  being  confulted,  commanded  us  to  eredl  a  tomb  to 
diefe  unhappy  viâims,  and  annually  to  render  them  funeral 
honours  ^. 

Farther  on  wc  pafled  by  the  fide  of  a  large  caufeway,  which 
the  inhabitants  of  Caphyx  have  conftrufted  to  defend  them- 
felves  from  a  torrent  and  a  lake  which  are  in  the  territory  of 
Orchomenus  p.  The  latter  city  is  fituated  on  a  mountain  :  wc 
took  a  tranfient  view  of  it  ;  and  were  fliown  mirrors  made  of  a 
blackiih  ftone  found  in  the  environs  *».  We  afterwards  took 
one  of  the  roads  that  led  to  Mantinea  ^ 

Our  guides  flopped  before  a  fmall  hill,  which  is  fliown  to 
ftrangers  ;  and  fome  Mantineans,  who  were  walking  in  the  en- 
virons, faid  to  us,  You  have  heard  of  Penelope,  her  griefs,  her 
tears,  and  efpecially  her  fidelity  ;  learn  that  flic  confoled  herfelf 
for  the  abfence  of  her  hufband  with  thofc  lovers  whom  flie 
had  attraâed  to  her,  that  Ulyflcs  on  his  return  drove  her  from 
his  houfe,  and  that  flie  here  ended  her  days.  This  is  her 
tomb  «.  Seeing  us  appear  aftoniihed,  they  added.  You  would 
have  met  with  what  is  no  lefs  extraordinary  on  the  other  road* 
You  would  have  feen,  on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  a  temple  of  Diana, 
in  which  is  annually  celebrated  the  feftival  of  the  goddefs.  It 
is  common  to  the  inhabitants  of  Orchomenus  and  Mantinea  ; 


^  Paufan.  lib.  8.  cap.  13.  p.  643. 
°  Clem.  Alex.  Cohori.  ad  Gcntes,  p. 

**  Paufan.  lib.  8.  cap.  23.  p.  543. 


P  Id.  ibid.  644. 

**  Plin.  lib.  37.  cap.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  779. 
^  Paufafi.  lib.  8.  cap.  1%.  p.  624. 
«  LI.  ibid. 
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the  one  maintain  a  prieft  and  the  other  a  prieftefs,  whofc  mim- 
ftry  is  for  life.  Both  are  obliged  to  obfervc  the  moft  axiftcre 
regimen.  They  may  make  no  vifit.  The  ufe  of  the  bath,  and 
the  moft  innocent  comforts  of  life,  are  forbidden  them.  They 
are  alone,  and  have  no  avocations^  yet  are  not  the  Icfs  réftriél- 
cd  to  the  moft  rigid  continence  ^ 

Mantinea,  formerly  founded  by  the  inhabitants  of  four  or 
five  of  the  neighbouring  hamlets  **,  is  diftinguiflied  by  its  po- 
puloufnefs,  its  riches,  and  tlie  monuments  by  which  it  is  de- 
corated *.  It  pofleflcs  fertile  fields  ^j  and  from  it  depart  a  con- 
fidcrable  number  of  roads  which  lead  to  the  principal  towns  of 
Arcadia  '.  Among  thofe  into  Argolis,  there  is  one  called  the 
Road  of  the  Ladder,  becaufe  fteps  have  been  cut  over  a  high 
ftiQuntain  for  the  convenience  of  foot  paflengers  *. 

The  inhabitants  of  Mantinea,  it  is  faid,  were  the  firft  who 
in  their  exercifes  combated  body  to  body  **.  They  were  alfo 
the  firft  who  wore  a  military  drefs,  and  made  ufe  of  a  kind  of 
armour  which  has  taken  its  name  from  their  city«.  They 
have  always  been  confidercd  as  the  bravcft  of  all  the  Arcadi- 
ans ^.  When,  in  the  time  of  the  Perfian  war,  they  did  not 
arrive  at  Platx:f  till  after  the  battle,  they  teftified  the  greateft 
regret,  and,  to  punifti  themfelvcs,  would  purfue  into  Theflaly 
a  body  of  the  Perfians  which  had  fled,  and,  on  their  return 
home,  banifhed  their  generals,  by  whofc  delays  they  had  been 
deprived  of  the  honour  of  fighting  =.  In  the  wars  which  have 
fince  happened,  the  Lacedaemonians  dreaded  them  when  ene- 
mies, and  efteemcd  thcmfelves  fortunate  when  they  could  ob- 
tain their  alliance  ^.  United  by  turns  with  Athens,  with  Spar- 
fa,  and  other  foreign  powers,  they  have  been  feen  to  extend 


f  Id.  ibia.  cap.  13.  p.  615. 
"  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grnsc.  iiV  5.  p.  553. 
Diod.  Sic.  lib,  15.  p.  331.     Sirab.  Jib. 

8.  P'  337- 

*  Paulan<  ibid.  cap.  9.  p.  616. 
y  Xenopb.  ibid,  r-  S5^' 
2  Paufan.  ibid.  cap.  10.  f,()z8. 
'  Id.  ibid.  cap.  6.  p.  610. 


b  Hermipp.  ap.  Achen.  lib.  4.  cap. 

i>p.  154- 

^  Ephor.  ap.  Atheo.  lib.  4.  cap.  13. 
P-  >54. 

Û  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  336. 

*  Herodot.  lib.  <?.  cap.  76. 

f  Diod.  Sic.  ibid. 
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tfacîr  dommlon  over  almoft  the  whole  province  *,  and  after- 
wards to  be  unable  to  defend  their  own  frontiers. 

A  ûiort  time  before  the  battle  of  licuâra,  the  Laccdaemo- 
nians  befieged  Mantinea  ^  and,  as  the  Ceg€  continued  a  long 
time,  they  turned  againft  the  brick  walls  by  which  the  city  was 
defended,  the  river  which  flows  in  the  environs.  The  walls 
were  thrown  dovm,  the  city  almoft  entirely  deftroyed,  and  the 
inhabitants  difperfed  in  the  villages  which  they  had  formerly 
-occupied*.  Mantinea  fooji  after  arofc  from  her  ruins  with 
new  jplendour,  and  did  not  blufh  to  unite  with  Lacedaemon, 
and  to  declare  againft  Epaminondas,  to  whom  in  part  ihe  had 
owed  her  liberty'.  Since  th»t  time  this. city  has  never  ceafed 
to  be  agitated  by  foreign  wars,  or  diftraûed  by  inteftine  fac- 
tions. Such  indeed,  in  tliefe  latter  limes,  has  been  the  fate  of 
almoft  all  the  cities  of  Greece,  efpccially  thofe  in  which  the 
^ople  exercile  the  fupreme  power. 

This  form  of  government  has  always  fubfifted  at  Mantinea  ; 
the  firft  legiflators  modified  it  to  prevent  the  dangers  to  which 
it  is  expofed.  All  the  citizens  have  the  right  to  give  their  opi- 
nion and  vote  in  the  general  aâèmbly,  but  only  a  fmall  number 
may  be  appointed  to  the  offices  of  magiftracy*^.  The  other 
.|Kirts  of  the  conftitution  were  regulated  with  fo  much  wifdom, 
that  it  is  ftill  cited  as  a  model  ^  At  prcfent  tlie  demiurgi,  or 
iribunes  of  the  people,  exercife  the  principal  funâions,  and 
^gn  their  names  to  the  public  aâs  before  the  fenators  and  the 
Dther  magiftrates  "*• 

At  Mantinea,  we  became  acquainted  with  an  Arcadian  nam- 
^  Antiochus,  who  fome  years  before  had  been  one  of  the  de- 
puties which  feveral  cities  of  Greece  had  fent  to  the  king  of 
•PerCa,  to  difcufs  in  his  prefencc  their  mutual  interefts.  An- 
tiochus fpoke  in  the  name  of  his  nation,  and  was  not  well  re- 


S  Thucyd.  lib.  5,  cap.  ig, 

h  Xeno|.h.  Hift.  Craec.  Jib.  5.  p.  551. 
Died.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  331  61336.  Fati- 
iaxi.  lib.  8.  cap.  8.  , .  615. 

i  Xenopb.  Hi  i.  Giaec.  lib.  C.  p.  692, 
l^afan.  lib.  8.  cap.  8.  p.  (15. 


^  Aritlot.  de  Rep.  lib.  6.  cap.  4.  t. 
ii.  p.  416. 

I  Polyb.  lib.  6,  p.  487.  .^ian.  Var. 
Hif^.  lib.  a.  cap.  t2. 

^  Thucyd.  Kb.  5.  cap.  47. 
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ceived  ;  when  ihe  returned  he  thus  addreflèd  the  aflembly  of 
the  ten  thoufand  :  I  have  feen  in  the  palace  of  Artaxerxes  a 
great  number  of  bakers,  cooks»  cup-bearers,  and  porters  i  I 
have  fought  in  his  empire  for  foldiers  which  might  oppofe 
ours,  but  have  found  none.  All  that  is  faid  of  his  riches  is 
mere  boafting,  as  you  may  judge  from  the  golden  plane-tree 
of  which  fo  much  has  been  faid  \  it  is  fo  {hiall  that  its  Ihadow 
would  not  be  fufficient  to  cover  a  grafshopper  ■• 

As  we  went  from  Mantinea  to  Tegea  we  had  on  our  right 
Mount  Mxnalus,  and,  on  our  left,  an  extenfive  foreft  ^,  in  the 
plain  between  which  was  fought,  fome  years  fince,  that  battle 
in  which  Epaminondas  gained  the  viâory  and  loft  his  life. 
Two  monuments  have  been  raifed  to  him,  a  trophy  p  and  a 
tomb  ^.  They  are  near  to  each  other,  as  if  their  places  had 
been  affigned  them  by  philofophy. 

The  tomb  of  Epaminondas  confifts  of  a  fimple  column,  on 
which  is  fufpendcd  a  buckler  ;  that  buckler  which  I  had  fo  of- 
ten feen  in  his  chamber,  over  his  bed,  upon  the  wall,  or  above 
the  feat  in  which  the  hero  ufually  fat.  Thefe  local  circum- 
ftances,  fuddenly  recurring  to  my  mind,  with  the  remembrance 
of  his  virtues,  his  benevolence,  of  an  expreffion  which  he  had 
ufed  on  fuch  an.  occafion^  a  fmile  which  had  efcaped  him  on 
fuch  another,  and  a  thfcufand  minutf  particulars  with  which 
grief  loves  to  nouriih  its  melancholy,  and  all  combining  with 
the  infupportable  idea,  that  of  this  great  man  now  only  remain- 
ed a  heap  of  dry  bones  which  the  earth  incefTantly  conoded,  I 
was  feized  with  an  emotion  fo  violent  and  painful  that  I  was 
forced  to  tear  myfelf  from  an  objeâ  which  I  could  neither 
look  on  nor  leave.  I  was  then  alive  to  fenfibility,  but  now  am 
fo  no  longer,  as  the  feeblenefs  of  my  language  too  plainly 
pvinces. 

I  Ihall  at  leaft  have  the  confolation  here  to  add  a  new  ray  to 
the  glory  of  tliis  great  man.     Three  cities  difpute  the  trifling 


"  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grace,  lib.  7.  p.  621.  I      P  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  3p5,, 
9  faufan.  lib.  8.c»p.  11.  p>  Cio»         \      ^  Faufftn.  ibid.  p.  622, 
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lionoixr  of  lia\'ing  given  birth  to  the  fddier  from  whom  he  re-> 
ccived  his  mortal  wound.  The  Athenians  affert  that  he  fell 
by  the  hand  of  Grylhw,  the  fon  of  Xenophon,  and  have  re- 
<)uired  that  the  painter  Euphranor,  in  ^ne  of  his  piuures, 
ihould  adopt  their  opinion^.  According  to  the  Mantincans, 
lie  was  killed  by  Macfaxrion,  a  countryman  of  theirs  *  ;  and, 
^according  to  the  Lacedaenionlans,  by  the  Spartan  Anticrates^ 
<o  whofe  pofterity  they  even  granted  honours  and  cxcmptian*  *  : 
extravagant  diftinftions,  which  fufficicntly  prove  how  much 
-diey  were  in  fear  of  Epaminondas. 

Tegea  is  only  about  a  hundred  ftadia  from  Mantinca*. 
Tliefe  two  cities,  rivals  and  enemies  from  their  proximity  ", 
iave  more  than  once  engaged  in  bloody  diiputes  *  ;  and  in  the 
wars  which  have  divided  nations,  have  almoft  always  taken 
AffcBcnt  fides  *',  At  the  battle  of  Platsea,  which  terminated 
the  great  quarrel  between  Greece  and  Perfia,  the  Tegeatx^ 
who  amounted  to  the  number  of  fifteen  hundred  ^j  difputed 
with  the  Athenians^  the  lionour  of  commanding  one  of  the 
wings  of  the  Grecian  army  *.  They  did  not  obtain  their  claim 
to  be  allowed,  but  they  proved  that  they  defended  it  by  the  moft 
gallant  behaviour  **. 

Each  city  in  Greece  is  nndcr  the  fpecial  proteâion  of  a  di- 
vinity. Tegea  has  chofen  for  its  tutelary  deity  Minerva,  fur- 
aamed  Alea.  The  ancient  temple  having  been  burnt  a  few 
years  after  the  Peloponnefian  war,  a  new  one  was  built,  after 
the  defigns  and  under  the  direâion  of  Scopâs  of  Faros,  the 
lame  artift  who  has  producetl  fo  many  noble  ftatues-  He  em- 
ployed the  Ionic  order  in  the  periftyles  which  furround  the 
temple.  On  the  pediment  in  front,  he  has  reprefented  the 
hunting  of  the  wild  boar  of  Calydon  ;  it  contains  a  number  of 
figures,  among  others  thofe  of  Hercules,  Thefeus,  Perithou$, 


rhiicyd.  Hb.  r.  cap.  6i  et  6$. 

là.  lib.  4.  p.  1 74. 

Diod.  Sic.  lih.  15.  p.  39T. 

Hc^o<^ot.  lib.  9.  cap,  18  ct  29. 

Id.  ibid.  cap.  26. 

Id.  ibid.  cap.  70. 
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and  Caftor.  The  fubjcd  on  the  other  pediment  is  the  combat 
of  Achilles  and  Telephus.  The  temple  is  divided  into  three 
aifles  by  two  ranges  of  columns,  of  the  Doric  order,  above 
which  is  another  of  the  Corinthian,  which  rife  to  and  fupport 
the  roof  <^. 

To  the  walls  are  fafpended  chains  which,  in  fome  of  their 
ancient  expeditions,  the  Lacediemonians  had  prepared  for  the 
Tegeatse,  but  with  which  they  were  themfelves  loaded  *•  It  is 
faid  that  in  the  battle  the  women  of  Tegea,  .having  placed 
themfelves  in  ambufcade,  fell  upon  the  enemy,  and  decided 
the  viSory.  A  widow  named  Marpefla  diftinguifhed  herfelf 
in  fuch  a  manner  on  this  occafion  that  her  armour  is  ftill  pre- 
ferved  in  die  temple  \  Clofe  to  it  are  feen  the  tuiks  and  tkin 
of  the  Caledonian  boar,  which  were  allotted  to  the  beantiful 
Atlanta  of  Tegea,  who  gave  the  ferocious  animal  the  firft 
wound  ^,  Laftly,  we  were  (hown  a  brazen  manger,  which  the 
Tegeats,  after  the  battle  of  Plat»a,  carried  off  from  the  ftables 
of  the  general  of  the  Perfians  <.  Such  fpoils  gratify  the  vanity 
of  a  people,  and  fometimes  aâ  as  motives  to  emulation. 

In  this  temple,  which,  is  the  moft  beautiful  of  any  in  Pelopon- 
ncfus  ^,  a  young  girl  officiates  as  prieftcfs,  who  refigns  her  fa- 
cred  funâions  as  foon  as  {he  arrives  at  the  age  of  puberty  '• 

We  faw  another  temple  into  which  the  prieft  only  enters 
once  in  the  year  ^  ;  and  in  the  forum  remarked  two  great  co- 
lumns, the  one  of  which  fupports  thte  ftatues  of  the  legiflators 
of  Tegea,  and  the  other  the  equeftrian  ftatue  of  a  private  indi-' 
vidu^l  who  gained  the  prize  of  the  horfe  races  at  the  Olympic 
games  '.  The  inhabit«int3  have  decreed  dacm  all  the  fame  ho- 
nours, but  we  furely  ought  not  to  believe  that  they  hold  them  ii^ 
the  fame  efteem. 


*  Paufan.  lib.  S.  cap.  45,  p,  5p8. 
d  Herod oe.  lib.  i.  cap.  66. 
^  Paufan.  lib.  S.  cap.  47.  p.  6py, 
cap.  48.  p.  597. 

(  Id.  ibid.  cap.  45.  4^  et  47. 


Ï  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  70. 
b  Paufan.  lib.  8.  cap.  45,  p.  ^93. 
1  Id.  ibid.  cap.  47.  p.  (5p5. 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  4S.  p«  696. 
I  Id.  ibid. 
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CHAP.   LIIL 

Journey  through  Argolis  *. 

Jb  ROM  Tegca  we  entered  Argolis  by  a  defile  which  pafles  be* 
tween  fomc  high  mountains  "*.  As  we  approached  the  fea,'  we 
faw  the  mardi  of  !^erna,  formerly  the  hauntof  that  monftrou$ 
hydra  which  Hercules  flew.  From  thence  we  took  the  Toad  to 
Argos,  through  a  beautiful  meadow  "• 

Argolis,  as  well  as  Arcadia,  is  interfered  with  hills  and 
mountains,  which  have  valleys  and  fertile  plains  in  the  intervals 
between  them.  Thefe  admirable  irregularities  no  longer  ex- 
cited our  furprife,  but  our  attention  was  greatly  interefted  from 
another  motive.  This  province  was  tlie  cradle  of  the  Greeks, 
'fince  it  firft  received  the  foreign  colonies  by  whom  they  were 
civilized  **.  It  became  the  theatre  of  the  greater  part  of  events 
recorded  in  the  ancient  annals  of  Greece.  There  was  it  that 
Inachus  appeared,  who  gave  his  name  to  the  river  which  wa- 
ters the  territory  of  Argos  ;  there  alfo  lived  Danaus,  Hyperm- 
ncftra,  Lynceus,  Alcmxon,  Perfcus,  Amphitryon,  Pclops,  A- 
treus,  Thycftes,  Agamemnon,  and  fo  many  other .  celebrated 
heroes  and  heroines. 

Their  names,  which  have  been  fo  often  read  with  delight 

in  the  writings  of  the  poets,  and  heard  with  ecftafy  from  the 

ftage,  make  the  ftronger  impreffion  on  the  mind,  as  the  heroes 

thcmfelves  fcem  again  to  live  in  the  feftivals  and  monuments 

confecrated  to  their  memory.    The  view  of  the  places  which 

were  the  fcenes  of  their  illuftrious  deeds  carries  us  back  to  the 

times  in  which  they  lived,  realizes  fidbion,  and  gives  animation 

to  the  raoft  infenfible  objc£ls.     At  Argos,  amid  the  ruins  of  a 

fubterranean  palace,  in  which,  it  is  faid,  king  Acrifius  confined 

.     ,  \ — - 

•  See  the  amp  of  Argolis.  I      ■  Fo«nn.  Yoyag.  Manufcr.  dc  TAr- 

»  f  aiiTan,  lib.  8.  can.  6.  p.  5lo.         I  golidc. 

I      °  Diod.  Sic.Jib.  Z.  p.  04. 
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bis  daughter  Danae  ^^  I  feemed  to  myfelf  to  hear  the  complaints 
of  that  unhappy  princefs.  On  the  road  from  Hermione  to  Troc-r 
;zene,  I  imagined  that  I  beheld  Thefeus  raifrng  the  enormous 
rock  beneath  which  were  depoHted  the  fword  and  other  tokens 
by  which  he  was  to  be  recognized  by  his  father  *>.  Thefe  illu- 
fions  are  a  homage  which  we  render  to  celebrity,  and  give  new 
force  to  the  imagination,  which  has  more  frequently  need  of 
fuch  fupports  than  reafon« 

*^  Argos  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  on  which  (lands 
the  citadel  \  It  is  one  of  the  mod  ancient  cities  of  Greece  *, 
and  from  the  earliefl  ages  pofTeiTed  fuch  power  and  fplendour 
that  its  name  was  fometimes  given  to  the  province,  to  the  whole 
of  Peloponnefusj  and  even  to  all  Greece  ^  The  houfe  of  the 
Felopidx  having  eftablifted  itfelf  at  Mycenae,  that  city  eclipfed 
the  glory  of  her  rival  **.  Agamemnon  reigned  in  the  former  city, 
and  Diomedes  and  Sthenelus  in  the  latter  *•  Some  time  after 
Argos  regained  its  rank  ',  which  it  never  afterwards  loft. 

The  fovereign  power  was  at  firft  confided  to  kings,  who  op- 
prefTed  their  fubjeâs,  and  who  were  foon  only  left  in  pofleffion 
of  that  title  which  they  had  abufed  *. 

The  title  itfelf  was  afterwards  aboliflied,  and  a  democracy 
has  fubfifted  ever  fincc  •.  The  afiairs  of  the  ftate  arc  difcuf- 
icd  in  a  fenate,  before  they  are  fubmitted  to  the  decifion 
of  the  people  ^  5  but  as  the  fenate  cannot  take  on  itfelf  the 
executive  power,  eighty  of  its  members  continually  watch  over 
the  fafety  of  the  llate,  with  nearly  the  fame  funftions  as 
the  prytanes  of  Athens*^.  More  than  once,  and  even  in  our 
time,  the  principal  citizens,  fupported  by  their  orators,  or  by  the 


P  Paofan.  fib.  t.    cip.  23.   p.  164. 
Apoilod.  lib.  z.  p.  89. 

^  Plut,  in  Thef.  t.  i.  p.  3.  Paufan.  lib. 
I.  cap.  2f.  p.  66;  lib.  2.  p.  188  et  xpa. 

'  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  37«.  liv.  lib.  32. 
cap.  15. 

*  Herodot.  lib.  i.  cap.  I.  Dtod.  Sic. 
Hb.  I.  p.  24. 

c  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  369,  Scbol.  Find. 
in  Ifthm.  od.  a.  v.  17.  Plut.  Qiueft.  Ro 
.  t,  iL  p.  272.  Apoilod.  lib.  a.  p.  75. 


"  Strab.  ibid.  p.  37». 

*  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  2.  v.  564. 
■^    y  Sirab.  ibid. 

*  Plut,  in  Lycwg.  t.  i.  p.  43.  Pau- 
fan. lib.  2.  cap.  19.  p.  X52. 

*  Thucyd.  lib.  5.  cap.  28.  31  et  41. 
k  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  148.  Thucyd. 

ibid.  cap.  37. 

'  Thucyd.  lib.  5.  cap.  47.  Dxod.  Sic 
lib.  ip.  p.  704. 
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Lacedaemonians,  have  endeavoured  to  free  themfelves  from  the 
tyranny  of  the  multitude,  by  eftablifliing  an  oligarchy  ;  but  thefc 
attempts  have  anfwered  no  other  purpofe  than  to  occafion  an 
effufion  of  blood  ^. 

The  Argives  are  renowned  for  their  bravery  ;  they  have  had 
frequent  difputes  with  the  neighbouring  nations,  and  have  never 
feared  to  enter  the  lifts  with  the  Lacedxmonians  *,  who  have 
often  fought  their  alliance  ^. 

We  have  already  faid  that  the  firft  period  of  their  hiftory  is 
refplendent  with  illuftrious  names  and  ihining  achievements.  In 
the  latter,  after  they  had  conceived  the  hope  of  obtaining  the 
fovereignty  of  all  Peloponnefus  «,  they  became  enfeebled  by  un- 
fortunate expeditions  and  inteftine  diflentions. 

Like  the  Arcadians,  they  have  negleâred  the  fciences  and 
cultivated  the  arts.  Before  the  expedition  of  Xerxes  they  were 
more  verfed  in  mufic  than  the  other  people  of  Greece  K  They 
were  lor  fome  time  fo  much  attached  to  its  ancient  fimplicity, 
that  they  impofed  a  fine  on  a  mufician  who  had  dared  to  prefent 
himfelf  to  the  competition  with  a  lyre  having  more  than  {even 
firings,  and  to  perform  in  modes  which  they  had  not  adopted  '. 
Among  the  muficians  bom  in  this  province,  the  moft  diftin- 
guiflied  were  Lafus  ^,  Sacadas  *,  and  Ariftonicus  "*  5  among  the 
fculptors  Ageladas  °  and  Polycletus  ®  5  among  tlie  poets  Tele- 
filla. 

The  three  former  contributed  greatly  to  the  progrefs  and  im- 
provement of  mufic,  as  did  Ageladas  and  Polycletus  to  that  of 
fculpture.  The  latter,  who  lived  about  the  time  of  Pericles, 
has  filled  Peloponnefus  and  all  Greece  with  his  immortal  works. 
In  adding  new  beauties  to  human  nature,  he  furpaifed  Phidias  ; 


d  Thucyd.  ibid.    cap.   76.   8r.   8a. 
Diod.  Sic.  lib.  12.  p.  127  ;  lib.  15.  p. 

37*- 

•^  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  77. 

f  Thucyd.  ibid.  cap.  36. 
•  8  Id.  ibid.  cap.  28.  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  n. 
p.  123. 

*  Hcrodot.  lib.  3.  cap.  x^i. 


i  Plut»  de  Mai*,  t.  ii.  p.  1 144. 

1^  IJ.  ibid.  p.  114T. 

1  Id.  ibid.  p.  1134. 

""  Athcn.  Jib.  14.  p.  637. 

°  Paufan.  lib.  6.  cap.  8.  p.  47z;  cap. 
14.  p.  457. 

®  Plat,  in  Portag.  t.  i-  p.  3x1,  Av 
UïOÎ.  Or«rc.  lib.  4.  p.  333. 
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but  In  prefentlng  to  us  the  image  of  diirinity,  he  never  rd£e  to 
the  fublimity  of  the  ideas  of  his  rivai  p.  Ht  choie  his  models 
from  youth  and  infancy,  but  old  age  feemed  to  embarrafs  thofe 
hands  which  were  accuftomed  to  reprcfent  the  graces.  This 
fpecies  of  compofition  accommodates  itfelf  fo  eaCly  to  a  certain 
negligence,  that  Polycletus  merits  peculiar  praife  for  having 
jrigoroufly  confined  himfelf  to  correânefs  of  defign.  In  faâ, 
there  is  a  figure  by  him,  in  which  tlie  proportions  of  the  human 
body  are  fb  accurately  obferved,  that  it  has  been  called  the  ca« 
non  or  rule  ^  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  artifts,  who  (ludy  it 
whenever  they  have  to  reprcfent  the  fame  nature  in  the  fame 
circumftances,  for  it  is  impoi&ble  to  form  a  fingle  model  which 
Ihall  fuit  all  ages,  fexes,  and  charaûers  ',  If  Polycletus  be 
charged  with  fpme  errors,  it  may  be  iaid  in  reply,  that  if  he  did 
not  attain,  he  at  leaft  approached  near  to,  perfeâion  *•  He  him- 
felf feems  to  have  doubted  his  own  fuccefs.  At  a  time  when 
other  artifts  infcribed  on  their  works,  Surb  a  one  has  made  it^ 
he  contented  himfelf  with  writing  on  his  Polycletus  made  if^,  za 
if  to  finifli  what  he  had  begun,  he  waited  the  judgment  of  the 
public  S 

He  liftened  to  advice,  and  knew  how  to  appreciate  its  value. 
He  made  two  ftatues  of  the  fame  fubjeâ:,  on  one  of  which  he 
worked  in  private,  confulting  only  his  own  genius,  and  the  rules 
of  his  art,  which  he  had  carefully  confidered;  the  other  he 
fculptured  in  his  (hop,  into  which  every  one  who  chofe  might 
enter,  coneâing  and  amending  it  according  to  the  opinion  of 
as  many  as  were  pleafed  to  beftow  their  advice.  As  foon  as 
both  were  finifhed,  he  exhibited  them  to  the  publia    The  firft 


P  Quintil.  Inftit,  Olat.  lib.  i».  cap. 
lo.  p.  744- . 

4  PIui.  lib.  34.  cap.  -8.  t.  ii.  p.  ^50. 
Jun.  ie  Fid.  p.  168. 

'  Mem.  de  l*Acad.  des  Bell.  Lcttr. 
t.  ixv.  p.  303.  <Euvr.  de  Falcono.  t.  ui.3 
|>.  87. 

*  Cicer.  de.  Clar.  Orat.  cap.  18.  U  i. 
^35r. 

^  The  turn  ol  expreiSoD  in  the  two 


Greek  words  here  intended  (ïltwêivtt 
and  Ewêitt  or  JfL^rtinn)  caono^  i^c  utis- 
faAorily  prtfcrvcd  in  EngHÛi,  nor 
pf  rhapt  in  any  of  the  modern  European 
ianguaj^es.  The  former,  io  the  perfrâ 
tenfe,  fignifies,  in  grammatical  âriâ- 
nefs,  that  the  work  was  finiflied  and 
perfeâed  -,  the  latter,  in  the  imperfeé^, 
that  it  was  br^un  but  not  c«iDpl6ted.T« 
t  ii'lin.  lib.  t.  t,  i.  p.  5. 
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was  received  with  unirerfal  admiration  :  but  at  the  fécond 
every  body  laughed  aloud  ;  upon  which  he  faid,  That  you  laugh 
at  is  your  work,  the  other  is  mise  "•  Another  anecdote  will 
prove  to  what  celebrity  he  had  attained  in  his  life  time.  Hip- 
ponicus,  one  of  the  principal  citizens  of  Athens,  intending  to 
cottfecrate  a  ftatue  to  his  country,  was  advifed  to  employ  the 
dufel  of  Polycletus.  No,  replied  he,  the  honour  of  my  offering 
would  then  be  wholly  engroflcd  by  the  artift  «.  We  fhall  fee 
below  that  his  fertile  genius  employed  itfelf  with  no  lefs  fuccefs 
in  architcfture. 

Tclefilla,  who  flouriflied  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago, 
rendered  her  country  illuftrious  by  her  writings,  and  faved  it  by 
her  courage.  The  city  of  Argos  was  on  the  point  of  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  Lacedaemonians.  It  had  loft  fix  thou- 
land  men,  among  which  was  the  flower  of  its  youth  ^.  Telefiila 
collefted  the  women  moft  proper  to  fécond  her  dcfigns,  fur- 
nllhed  them  with  arms,  which  fhe  procured  from  the  temples  or 
from  the  houfcs  of  individuals,  placed  herfelf  with  them  on  the 
walls,  and  repulfcd  the  enemy,  who,  through  fear  of  being  re- 
proached either  with  defeat  or  viôory,  retired  from  before  the 
city  *.  The  moft  fignal  honours  were  rendered  to  thefe  female 
warriors.  Thofe  who  fell  in  the  battle  were  buried  by  the  fide 
of  the  road  to  Argos  j  others  were  permitted  to  ereft  a  ftatue 
to  the  god  Mars  ».  The  figure  of  Telefiila  was  placed  on  a 
column  in  front  of  the  temple  of  Venus.  Far  from  deigning 
to  caft  her  eyes  on  the  volumes  reprefented  at  her  feet,  fhe 
appears  to  fix  them  with  complaifance  on  a  helmet  which  ftic 
holds  in  her  hand,  and  is  about  to  put  upon  her  head  *>.  Laftly, 
to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  fo  extraordinary  an  event,  an 


^  JBiias.  Var.  Hift.  Kb.  X4.  cap.  h. 

^  Li,  ibid.  cap.  16. 

y  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  7^;  lib.  7. 
cap.  148. 

*  Paufan.  Ub.  a.  np.  ao.  p.  157. 
Poljsca.  Stratcg.  Ub.  7.  cap.  33.    Lu- 


cian.  in  Amor.  t.  ii.  p.  431.  Clemcfu 
Alex.  Strom,  lib.  4.  p.  61%,  Suid.  ia 
TtXiriX. 

*  riut  de  yirt.  Mul.  t.  ii.  p.  245. 

^  Paufan.  lib.  a.  cap.  ao.  p.  157. 
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annual  feftlval  was  inftituted,  in  which  the  women  wear  the 
habit  of  men,  and  the  men  die  drefs  of  women  ^. 

In  this  city,  as  in  all  the  others  of  Greece»  the  prodaâions 
of  the  arts  are  very  common»  but  their  mafterpieces  extremely 
rare.  Among  the  latter  it  may  fuffice  to  name  feveral  ftatues 
by  Polydetus  and  Praxiteles  ^.  The  following  objeâs  engaged 
our  attention  from  other  reafons. 

We  faw  the  tomb  of  a  daughter  of  Perfcus,  who,  after  the 
death  of  her  firft  hufband,  married  Œbalus»  king  of  Sparta. 
The  Argive  women,  before  that  time,  had  never  dared  to  con- 
trat a  fécond  marriage*.  This  event  is  of  the  higheft  anti- 
quity. 

We  faw  a  groupe,  rcprcfenting  Perilaus  of  Argos  about  to 
put  to  death  the  Spartan  Othryadas^.  The  Lacedxmonians 
and  Argives  difputed  the  pofleflion  of  the  city  of  Thyrea.  It 
was  agreed  that  each  (late  ihould  name  three  hundred  warriors, 
by  a  combat  between  whom  their  differences  fliould  be  finally 
decided.  They  all  fell,  except  two  Argives,  who,  thinking 
themfelves  inconteftably  viftors,  haftened  to  carry  the  news  to 
the  magiftrates  of  Argos.  Othryadas  however  ftill  breatlied, 
and,  notwithftanding  his  mortal  wounds,  had  ftrength  enough 
left  to  ereft  a  trophy  on  the  field  of  battle,  on  which  he  traced 
with  his  blood  thefe  words  :  "  The  Lacedaemonians  conquerors 
of  the  Argives  ;"  and  then  haflened  his  own  deatli,  that  he 
might  not  longer  furvive  his  companions  ». 

The  Argives  are  perfuaded  that  Apollo  manifefts  future  e- 
vents  in  one  of  his  temples.  Once  a  month  the  prieftefs,  who 
muft  obferve  the  ftriâeil  continence,  facrifices  a  fheep  during 
the  night,  and  as  foon  as  (he  has  tailed  of  the  blood  of  the 
vi£kim,  is  infpired  with  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  *». 


*  Pint.  ibid.  Polyaeti.  Stratcg.  lib.  8. 
«ap.  33- 

«  Paufan.  lib,  a.  cap.  ao.  p.  15^. 
cai^ax.  p.  160. 

'  Id.  ibid.  cap.  21.  p.  159. 

'  Id.  ibid.  cap.  20.  p.  15^. 


S  Paufan.  lib.  2,  cap.  20.  p.  1^6, 
Chryferm.  ap.  Plut  in  Parall.  t.  ii.  p. 
306.  Suid.  in  oifi»éi.  Stat.  Theb.  lib.. 
4.  V.  48.  Lacl.  ibid.  Stob.  Serm.  7. 
p.  02. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  24.  p.  165. 
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Wc  fxw  the  women  of  Argos  aflemble,  during  fcveral  fuc- 
ceflive  days»  in  a  kind  of  chapel,  adjoining  to  the  temple  of  Ju^ 
piter  Saviour  ^9  to  weep  for  Adonis.  I  could  have  wiihed  to 
have  faid  to  them  what  philofophers  have  remarked  on  fimilar 
occailons  :  **  Why  ibould  you  weep  for  him  if  he  is  a  god>  or 
offer  facrifices  to  him  if  he  is  not"^  ?" 

At  the  diibmce  of  forty  ftadia  ♦  from  Argos  ^  is  the  temple 
of  Juno,  one  of  the  moft  celebrated  in  Greece",  formerly  com« 
mon  to  that  city  and  Mycenae".  The  old  one  was  burnt  not  a 
century  fince  by  the  negligence  of  the  pricfteû  Chryfis>  who 
had  forgotten  to  cxtinguifli  a  lamp  placed  in  the  midil  of  the 
facred  fillets  ».  The  new  one  built  at  the  foot  of  Moimt  £u- 
boea,  attefts  the  progrefs  of  the  arts,  and  will  eternize  the  name 
of  the  architeâ  Eupolemus  of  Argos  p» 

That  of  Polyclctus  will  be  ftill  more  celebrated  from  tlie 
works  with  which  he  has  decorated  this  temple  ^>  and  cfpecial- 
ly  the  ftatue  of  Juno,  of  almoft  coloiTal  fize.  The  godded 
appears  feared  on  a  throne^  with  a  crown  on  her  head,  on  which 
are  engraven  the  Hours  and  the  Graces.  She  holds  in  her 
right  hand  a  pomegranate  ;  a  myfterious  fymbol  which  is  not 
explained  to  the  profane  :  in  her  left  is  a  fceptre,  oa  the  top  of 
which  is  the  figure  of  a  cuckoo,  a  Angular  attribute  that  has 
given  birth  to  many  puerile  ftories.  While  we  were  admiring 
the  workmanfhip,  worthy  of  the  rival  of  Phidias,  and  the  rich- 
nefs  of  the  materials,  which  are  of  gold  and  ivory,  Phiiotas 
(howed  me,  laughing,  a  misfhapen  figure,  in  a  fitting  pofture» 
made  of  the  trunk  of  a  wild  pear-tree,  and  covered  with  duft. 
That,  faid  he,  is  the  moft  ancient  ftatue  of  Juno'  \  after  hav- 
ing long  received  the  worfhip  of  mortals,  it  experiences  the  lot 
of  old  age  and  poverty  :  it  is  thrown  into  a  comer  of  the  tem- 
ple, where  no  one  addreflcs  to  it  either  prayers  or  vows. 


i  U.  ibid.  cap.  20.  p.  x  56. 
k  Plur.  Apophth.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  228. 
I(f.  in  lûd.  p.  379. 

*  About  a  league  and  a  half. 

»  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  368. 

"*  Paufan.  lib.  a.  cap.  17.  p.  147. 


"  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  372. 
°  Thucyd.  iib.  4-  cap.  133.     Pattfan. 
lib.  a.  cap.  17.  p.  X48. 
P  Paufan.  ibid.  p.  147. 
1  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  37a. 
^  Paufan.  lib.  a.  cap.  17.  p.  14S. 


Digitized  by 


^oogle 


80  TRAVELS  IN  GREECE. 

The  itiagîftratcs  of  Argos  repair  to  the  altar  of  this  temple 
to  bind  themfehres  by  oath  to  obferve  their  treaties  of  peace  \ 
but  ftrangers  are  not  permitted  to  oflfer  facrificcs  on  it  *. 

The  temple,  fronvits  foundation,  has  been  ferved  by  a  pricft- 
cfs,  who  is  obliged,  among  other  things,  to  abftain  jfrom  cer- 
tain fifli*.  A  ftatue  is  erefted  to  her  during  her  life-time"  ; 
and  after  her  death,  her  name,  and  the  time  during  which  (he 
cxercifed  the  priefthood,  is  infcribed  on  it.  This  range  of  fta- 
tues,  placed  in  the  front  of  the  temple,  with  thofe  of  different 
heroes  *,  furnifhcs  a  fucceflion  of  dates  which  hiftorians  fome- 
nmes  employ  to  afcertain  and  fix  the  order  of  time^. 

In  the  lift  of  the  prieftefles,  we  found  feveral  illuftrious  names, 
as  thofe  of  Hypcrmncftra,  daughter  of  Danaus  ;  Admeta,  daugh- 
ter of  king  Euryftheus  *  ;  and  Cydippe,  who  owed  her  glory 
lefs  to  her  anccftors  than  to  her  children.  They  related  to  us 
her  hiftory  during  the  celebration  of  the  feftival  of  Juno.  The 
day  of  that  feftival,  which  aflembles  together  an  innumerable 
concourfe  of  fpeclators,  is  cfpecially  diftinguiflied  by  a  folemn 
pToceflion,  that  proceeds  from  Argos  to  the  temple  of  the  god- 
defs.  It  opens  with  a  hundred  oxen,  adorned  with  garlands, 
which  arc  to  be  facrificed,  and  ciftributed  to  the  people  ■.  A 
body  of  youthful  Argives  march  as  guards,  in  fhining  armour, 
which  they  put  off  from  rcfpeft  before  they  approach  the  altar**  j 
and  the  proceffion  is  clofed  by  the  prieftefs,  who  appears  in  a 
chariot  drawn  by  two  beautiful  white  oxcn^.  It  happened, 
when  Cydippe  was  prieftefs,  that  when  the  proceffion  had  filed 
off,  the  oxen  had  not  yet  arrived  ;  upon  which  Biton  and  Cleo- 
bis  yoked  thcmfelves  to  the  chariot  of  their  mother,  and  drew 
her  in  triumph,  the  diftance  of  forty-five  ftadia  *,  through  the 
plain,  and  to  near  the  middle  of  the  mountain,  to  the  place 


*  Kcrodor.  lib.  6.  cap.  8r. 

t  Piut.  de  Solert.  Animal,  t.  xi.  p. 

"  Paufan.  lib.  a.  cap.  17.  p.  149» 

*  W.  ibi.-L  p.  14S. 

y  Thucyd.  lib.  2.  cap.  7,  Schol.  ibid. 
Hellan.  ap.  Dionyf.  Halic,  Ant.  Rom. 
lib.  X.  t.  I  p.  281.    Excerpt.  I^ol}b.  p. 
X 


50.    Meurf.  de  Archont.  Athen.  lib.  3. 
cap.  6. 

^  MarO.  Chi  >n.  Can.  p.  127.  Frcrct. 
Dffcnf.  de  la  Chronol.  p.  75. 

*  Schol.  rind,  in  Olymp.  7.  v.  152. 
b  ^neas  Poliorc.  cap.  17.  p.  13. 

^  Palxphat.  de  Incredib.  cap.  51. 

*  About  a  league  and  three  ^usrtcrs. 
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tlhere  the  temple  then  ftood**.  Cydippc  arrived  there  amid 
the  Ihouts  and  plaudits  of  the  people  )  and  in  the  tranfports  of 
"her  joy,  fupplicated  the  godriefs  to  grant  to  her  fons  the  great- 
eft  good  which  could  be  beftowed  on  mortals.  Her  prayers,  it 
is  faid,  were  heard  :  a  gentle  deep  fell  on  the  two  youths,  in 
the  temple  itfclf  5  and  they  tranquilly  paffed  from  life  to  death*  : 
as  if  the  greateft  bleffing  ^hich  thé  gods  can  grant  to  man 
were  to  (horten  his  days. 

Examples  of  filial  piety  ate  certainly  not  rare  m  great  nationst 
butothe  memory  of  them  is  preferred  with  dii£culty  in  the  fa^ 
miiy  in  which  they  have  been  produced  ;  whereas,  in  Greece, 
a  whole  city  appropriates  them  to  itfelf,  and  eternizes  them  as 
no  lefs  honourable  to  it  than  viâbries  ovei'  an  enemy.  The 
Argives  fent  to  Delphi  the  ftatues  of  thefe  generous  brothers'  ; 
and,  in  one  of  their  temples,  I  have  fcen  them  reprefented 
hamefièd  to  the  chariot  of  their  mother  K 

We  had  feen  the  illuftrious  reward  which  the  Greeks  have 
beftowed  on  the  virtues  of  individuals,  and  we  afterwards  faw, 
at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  ftadia  from  the  temple^,  to  what  ex^ 
cefies  they  have  been  hurried  by  the  jealoufy  of  power.  Some 
ruins,  among  which  the  tombs  of  Atréus,  Agamemnon,  Oreftes. 
and  Eleâra  are  with  difiEculty  diftin^oiflied,  are  all  that  remains 
of  the  ancient  and  famous  city  of  Mycenae,  which  was  deftroy* 
ed  by  the  Argives  about  a  century  and  a  half  ago  K  Its  crime 
was,  that  it  had  ref ufed  to  bend  beneath  the  ydke  they  had  im'« 
pofed  on  almoft  all  Argolis,  and ,  that,  in  contempt  of  their 
commands,  it  had  joined-its  forces  to  thofe  which  Greece  had 
aflembled  againft  thePerfians^.  The  unfortunate  inhabitants^ 
wandered  in  diflerent  countries,  aïid  the  greater  part  only  found 
aft  afylum  in  Macedonia  K 


*  Pauran.  lib.  2.  cap.  17.  p.  F48. 

^  Herodot.  lib.  i.  cap.  31.  Àfiocb. 
a>  Plat.  t.  iii.  p.  367.  Qcer.  Tufcul. 
Kb.  I.  cap*  47*  t.  ii  p.  275.  Valer. 
MaziiD.  lib.  5-  cap.  4.  extern.  4.  Stdb. 
Senn.  tHç.  p.  603.  Scrv.  ct  Philarg. 
«  Virg.  Georg.  lib.  3.  v.  53». 


f  Herodot.  lib.  i.  cap.  31. 
S  paufan.  lib*  2.  cap.  20.  p.  155. 
^  id.  ibid.  cap.  17.  p.  147. 
1  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  zt.  p.  49,  Sttab.Ub: 
8.  p.  37a-        . 
k  Paufan.  lib.  2.  cap.  x6.  p.  14^. 
1  Id.  lib.  7,  cap.  ^5.  p.  58^. 
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The  Uftory  of  Greece  prcfents  us  wkh  more  than  one  ez« 
âmpie  of  tfaefe  dreadful  emigradons,  whkh  ought  not  lo  excite 
0ur  fuTprife.  The  greater  part  of  the  diftriâs  of  &eece  at 
firft  contained  a  number  of  independent  republicsi  fome  fubjefb 
to  ariftocracy,  others  gotemed  by  a  democracy»  and  all  of  which 
èafily  obtained  the  protection  and  affiftance  of  thé  neighbour- 
ing powers»  whofe  intereft  it  was  to  divide  them  ">•  In  tain 
they  endeavoured  to  unite  together»  by  a  general  confedeta* 
tion  ;  the  moft  powerful»  after  having  fubjeâed  the  weaker»  dif- 
puted  the  fovereignty  widi  each  other»  and  not  unfre4|iiently 
one  among  them,  raifing  itfelf  above  the  reft»  exet<îtfed  a  real 
defpotifm  under  the  fpecious  formé  of  liberty.  Hence  thofe 
ancient  hatreds  and  national  wars  which»  for  fo  long  a  time» 
have  laid  wafte  ThefTaly»  Bœotia»  Arcadia»  and  Argolis.  Thefe 
have  iKver  defolated  Attica  and  Laconia }  not  the  f<Mrnier»  be- 
caufe  its  inhabitants  live  under  the  fame  laws»  Uke  citi^eens  of 
the  fame  city  \  nor  the  latter»  becattfe  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try have  been  ever  held  in  fubjeâion  by  the  aâive  vigilance  of 
the  magiftrates  of  Sparta»  and  the  known  valour  of  the  Spar- 
tans. 

I  am  not  ignorant  that  the  tnftaâions  of  treaties»  and  of- 
fences committed  againft  the  laws  of  nations»  have  been  fome- 
times  brought  before  the  aflembly  of  the  Amphiâycms»  uifti- 
tuted  from  die  earlieft  ages  among  the  northern  ftates  of  Greece. 
I  know  alfo  that  many  cities  of  ArgoUs  eftaUiflied  among  thçm- 
felves  a  fimilar  tribunal'^  $  but  thefe  councils»  which  only  took . 
cognizance  of  certain  caufes»  either  did  not  extend  their  junf- 
diâion  over  all  Greece»  or  never  poflèflèd  fufficient  power  to 
enforce  dte  execution  of  their  decrees. 

On  our  return  to  Argos  we  went  up  to  the  citadel»  where 
we  iaw»  in  a  temple  of  Minerva»  a  ftatue  of  Jupiter»  which» 
as  we  were  told»  was  formerly  preferred  in  the  palace  of  Priam. 
It  has  three  eyes,  one  of  which  is  in  the  middle  of  the  fore- 
head I  either  to  fignify»  that  this  god  reigns  equally  in  the  hea- 
,  -        I    ,         •  -  -  '     — ■ — - 

■  Thucyd.  fib.  ;.  cap.  35  et  40.  I     ^  Strab-  lib.  t.  p.  574. 
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vens»  over  the  ièa,  and  in  Ae  in£enial  ihades^  ;  or  to  denc»t€  ' 
dot  he  bdiolds  the  paft,  the  pBt'efciit»  and  the  future. 

We  departed  for  Tiryns^  diStxat  from  Aigos  about  fifty  fta^ 
dia^.  Of  this  very  andent  chy^  nodnog  now  remains  but 
the  waUs,  which  are  about  twenty  feet  thick%  and  of  a  pro- 
pordonable  height.  They  are  conftniâed  of  huge  ftones,  laid 
one  upon  another  :  the  leaft  of  which  is  of  fuch  a  prodigious 
fize,  diat  two  mules  could  fearcely  draw  it.  As  they  are  not 
cut,  lefler  ftones  have  been  employed  to  fill  the  interftices  left 
by  the  irregularity  of  their  (hape  ^  Thefe  walls  have  fubfifted 
durli^  a  long  feries  of  ages^  and  will,  perhaps,  excite  the  ad* 
miratioo  and  aftoniflimem  of  pofterity  for  tlioufands  of  years 
to  come*.  . 

The  fame  kind  of  labour  may  be  remarked  in  the  ancient 
monuments  of  Ârgolis,  and  particularly  in  the  half  deftroyed 
walls  of  Mycense  S  and  the  vaft  excavations  which  are  feen 
near  the  port  of  Nauplia  %  fituated  at  a  little  diftance  fxoni 
arnyns. 

ML  thefe  works  are  attributed  to  the  Cyclops  *,  whofe  nan»e 
naturally  awakens  ideas  of  greatnefs  ;  fince  it  was  given  by  the 
moft  anôent  poets,  fometimes  to  giauts  %  and  Ibmetimes  to 
thefe  children  of  heaven  and  earth  who  were  employed  to  forge 
the  thunderbolts  of  Jupiter  '.  It  was  ima^ned  that  thefe  jp^ 
gantic  conftrufHons  could  not  be*  the  work  of  of dxnary  mor-» 
tak.  It  doubtlefs  had  not  been  remarked  that  men,  in  the 
earlieft  ages,  when  they  formed  themfelves  dwellix^s,  laboured 
moce  for  folidity  dian  elegance  ;  and  that  they  employed  the 


'   ^  Paufan.  lib.  2.  cap.  24..  p.  I^^* 
'  •  About  two  leagues  and  a  half. 
Paufan.  ibid.  cap.  15.  p.  145. 

^  Voyag.  d«  des  Monceaux,  p.  473. 

■■  Paufan.  lib.  «.  cap.  25.  p.  I6p. 

»  lA  Kb.  9.  cap.  3f6.  p.  983.    Dei 
Mouceaux,  ibid. 

«  Eurip.  inHercul.  Fur.  v.  944.  Pau- 
fan. lib.  7.  ca|k  35.  p.  589.    Heiycb.  in 


"  ôtrab.  lib.  5.  p.  373. 

*  £arîp.  In  Oreft.  v.  ^3,  ;  in  îphi;. 
m  Aul.  V*  152  et  1501  ;  in  Ele«it.  t. 
11^8  ;  in  Hercul.  Fur.  v^  15.  Strab. 
ibid.  Paufan.  ibid.  Euftath.  in  Iliad, 
p.  flSé.     Stat.  Th«b.  Ub.  X.  v<  «51. 

7  Homer.  OdyfT.  lib.  9.  Boohart. 
Geograph.  Sacr.  Hb.  i.  cap.  30. 

^  Afem.  de  TAcad.  des£<U.  Le^tr.  t. 
xxiii.  Hi  (t.  p.  28. 
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pnoft  powerful  means  with  which  they  were  acquainted,  to  en«« 
fure  a  long  duration  to  indifpenfable  labours.  They  hollowed 
in  the  rock  profound  caverns,  for  a  place  of  refuge  during 
their  lives,  or  to  receive  their  bodies  after  death.  They  de- 
tached huge  fragments  froih  the  mountains,  and  with  them 
furrounded  their  habitations.  They  thus  difplayed  their  ftrength, 
and  triumphed  over  obftaclcs.  They  then  laboured  after  the 
plan  of  nature,  all  whofe  works  are  fimple,  neceifary,  and  du- 
rable. The  exaâ  proportions  and  beautiful  forms  fmce  intro- 
duced into  the  produâions  of  art,  make  more  agreeable,  but  T 
doubt  whether  they  leare  fuch  profound  impreffions  on  the 
mind.  Even  in  thofe  which  have  moft  claim  to  public  admi- 
ration, and  raifc  their  heads  majeftically  above  the  earth,  the 
hand  of  art  conceals  that  of  nature,  and  magnificence  only  is 
fubftituted  for  grandeur. 

We  were  told  at  Tiryns  that  the  Argivcs,  exhaufted  by 
long  wars,  had  deftroyed  Tiryns,  Midea,  Hyfia,  and  fome 
other  cities,  to  remove  their  inhabitants  to  Argos  *.  Philotas 
regretted  that  he  could  not  find  here  any  of  the  ancient  Hryn- 
fians  ;  and  when  I  inquired  his  reafon.  It  is  not,  replied  he, 
becaufe  they  are  as  fond  of  wine  as  the  other  inhabitants  of 
this  country  ^^  but  becaufe  their  humour  would  have  amufed 
me.     I  will  relate  to  you  what  I  have  heard  from  an  Argivc. 

They  had  contraâed  fuch  a  habit  of  jefting  on  every  occa- 
fion,  that  they  were  no  longer  able  to  difcufs  ferioufly  die  moft 
important  afiairs.  Wearied  at  length  with  their  own  levity, 
they  had  recourfe  to  the  oracle  of  Delphi,  which  afllired  them 
they  would  be  cured,  if,  after  having  facrificed  a  bull  to  Nep* 
tune,  they  (hould  be  able,  without  laughing,  to  throw  it  into 
the  fea..  It  was  manifeft  that  the  conftraint  impofed  on  them 
would  prevent  them  from  being  able  to  comply  with  the  con* 
idition  required.  They  however  afiembled  on  the  fea  fliore» 
and  carefully  removed  all  the  children  ;  but  as  they  were  cn- 
cieavouring  to  drive  away  one  who  had  privately  come  in 

*  P«uCin.:lib.  S.  cap.  27.  p.  ^53.        |     ^  Athen.  lib.  10.  cap.  14.  p»43S.. 
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«nong  them,  he  called  out  to  them,  <*  Wbat,^  are  you  afraid  I 
fliould  fwallow  your  bull  ?"  On  which  they  all  burft  into  a 
ioud  laugh,  add  being  perfuaded  that  their  malady  was  incu* 
Table,  qtiietly  fubmitted  to  their  lot  ^. 

We  left  Tiryns,  and,  proceeding  towards  the  extremity  of 
Argolis,  vifited  Hermione  and  Troezen.  In  the  former  we 
faw,  among  other  things,  a  fm^ill  grove  confecrated  to  the 
Graces  ;  a  temple  of  Venus,  in  which  all  the  maidens  of  the 
place,  before  they  arc  married,  muft  offer  a  facrifice  *  ;  and  a 
temple  of  Ceres,  before  which  are  the  ftatues  of  fome  of  the 
priefteffes.  A  feftival  is  there  celebrated,  in  the  fummer,  the 
principal  ceremony  of  which  I  (hall  briefly  defcribe* 

At  the  head  of  the  proceffion  appear  the  priefts  of  diâèrent 
divinities,  and  the  magiftrates  in  office  :  they  are  followed  by 
women,  men,  and  children,  all  clothed  in  white,  crowned  with 
flowers,  and  finging  hymns.  Next  come  four  heifers,  which 
are  driven  one  after  the  other  into  the  temple,  and  fucceffively 
ûcrifiçed  by  four  matrons.  Thefe  viâims,  which  at  firft  can 
with  difficulty  be  held»  W:ome  tame  as  foon  as  they  hear  the* 
voice  of  thefe  women,  and  prefent  themfelves,  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, at  the  jdtar.  We  were  not  witnefles  of  the  truth  of  the 
latter  circumftance,  for  the  doors  are  fhut  during  the  facri- 
fice*. 

Behind  this  edifice  there  are  three  places  furrounded  with 
ftone  bahiftrades.  Ift-one  of  thefe  the  earth  opens  and  difcovers 
a  profound  abyfs.  Thi$  is  one  of  the  mouths  of  the  infernal 
regions,  of  which  I  have  fpoken  in  my  journey  through  Laco- 
nia.  The  inhabitants  of  the  country  fay  that  Pluto,  when  he 
carried  off  Proferpine,  cbofe  tojdefcend  by  this  gulf,  becaufe  it 
is  the  fhorteft  paflage  to  his  gloomy  abode.  They  add  that,  on 
account  of  their  fituation,  they  are  not  required  to  pay  any  tri» 
bute  to  Charon,  and  that  therefore  they  do  not  put  a  piece  of 

*  Theophr.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  6.  cap.  I      «*  Paiifan.  lib.  a.  cap.  34.  p.  193. 
Ï7-  p.  261,    Euftatb.  in  Odyff.  lib.  18.  j      ^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  35.  p.  195.     JEMuit 
f  IS39,  iio.  47.  I  Hitl.  Anioial.  lib.  i^  cap.  4. 
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money  huo  the  moudu  bf  tliof  dead,  as  is  pnfHfed  in  eierf 
other  part  of  Gtcece  '. 

At  Troezen  we  faw  witli  pleafwre  the  monuments  tliat  citjr 
contains,  and  heard  with  patience  the  loi^  rdations  whkk  a 
people,  proud  of  their  origin  9,  gave,  us  of  their  ancient  kings 
and  of  die  heroes  to  which  their  oonntry  had  given  fanth.  We 
were  fliown  die  feat  on  which  Pittfaeos,  the  fisn  of  Nops,  ad- 
nùniftered  juftice  ^  ;  the  hoixfe  in  whkh  Thefenr,  his  grandfoa 
and  pupil,  was  bom  *  ;  diat  in  whtdi  iiippdytiis  dwelt^  ^  aal 
bo  tem^,  in  which  the  maidens  of  Traszen  depofit  dieir  hair 
before  tkeir  marriage  '•  The  Troszenians,  who  pay  dhrioe  bos 
nours  to  the  btter  hero,  hare  confecrated  to  Vena»  the  p}ace 
in  which  Pfawjdva  coneeafed  herfelf,  to  fee  him  drive  his  chariot 
in  the  eouric.  Seme  of  tfaem  affirm  that  he  was  not  killed  bf 
bis  hovfes,  but  phced  amottg  the  cooftdiations  ;  others  ftiowed 
us  die  place  where  hé  was  buried,  ^diich  n  near  the  tomb  of 
Phsedra  ■, 

We  were  atfo  fhçwn  an  edifice,  in  the  Aape  of  a  tent,  in 
wiiidi  Oreftes  continued  while  he  was  porified  ^  and  a  very 
ancient  altar  on  which  facrifices  weve  oSacd  at  once  to  the 
manes  and  to  fleep,  on  account  of  the  union  between  thefe  ^ 
vmities  \  One  part  of  Trœzen  is  fituated  on  the  declWity  of 
a  mountain,  and  the  other  in  a  plain,  that  extends  to  the  port, 
t&rough  which  winds  the  rirer  Chryforrhoas,  and  which  is  fur-i 
founded  on  all  fides  by  hiUs  and  mountains,  corered  to  a  cer^ 
Sam  height  by  vines,  olives,  pomegranates,  and  myrdes,  above 
vjrhich  appear  woods  of  pines  and  firs  that  fecn  to  raife  their 
lofty  heads  to  the  clouds  ^, 

The  beauty  of  this  icene  did  not  detain  us  long  m  tbat  dty. 
At  certain  feafons  the  tiir  of  it  is  un^holefome  ^\  its  wines  arc 


r  Stnli.  lib.  S.  {K  373.    Callim.  ip. 
I^tymol.  Magn.  in  Aatà». 
$  Paufan.  lib.  2.  cap.  30.  p.  I8x. 
b  Id.  ibid.  oap.  31.  p.  184. 
\  U.  ibid.  cap.  3».  p.  i88« 
\  Jd.  ibid.  p.  18^. 


I  Id.  ibid,  p,  xSd. 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  3I.  p.  1Î6  et  187. 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  31.  p.  184. 
**  Fourmont,  Voyag.  MaouTcr.    de 
TArgolide. 
P  Çhandl.  Trav.  in  Greece,  p»  sKî. 
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tx>  longer  in  repute  \  wd  the  water  of  the  only  fountain  it 
poflèilès  is  of  a  bad  quality  '• 

Wc  pfoceeded  cm  our  journey,  along  the  fea^coaft,  and  ar* 
rived  at  £pidauru8|  fituated  at  the  bottom  of  a  bay  *»  in  front 
of  ihe  ifland  of  ^gina,  which  anciently  belonged  to  it^  It' 
was  formerly  defended  by  flxong  walls^  againft  the  attacks  of 
the  ndighboiiring  powers"*  Its  territory,  which  abounds  'm 
vineyards  %  is  furrounded  by  mountains  «covered  with  oaks  K 
"Without  the  walk,  at  the  ^ftance  of  forty  ftadia  ^  *,  are  the 
tempk  and  £w:red  grove  of  ^Sfculapius  *,  to  which  fick  perfons 
rcfert  finom  all  parts,  to  feek  a  cure  for  their  various  difordcrs» 
Tliis  fmail  country  is  governed  by  a  council  confiftizy;  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty  perfons  ^. 

Nothing  is  known  with  certainty  concerning  the  hiftory  of 
.£lcalapius,  which  is  the  reafon  fo  xpany  different  ftorlçs  are 
told  concennng  him.  If  we  may  pay  any  regard  to  the  reports 
of  the  people  of  Epidaurus,  a  (hepherd,  having  loft  his  dog 
and  one  of  his  {he*goats,  found  them  on  a  neighbouring  moun* 
tain,  near  a  child  who  ihone  with  an  extraordinary  refplen» 
dence,  and  whom  the  goat  fuckled  and  the  dog  guarded.  This 
child  was  iElfculapius,  the  Ion  of  Apollo  and  Coronis  ^  He 
dedicated  his  days  to  th^  relief  of  the  unhappy.  The  moft 
dangerous  wounds  and  maladies  yielded  to  his  operations,  his 
remedies,  his  harmonious  fongs,  and  the  magical  words  that  he 
employed  ^.  The  gods  pardcmed  him  his  fucceis,  but  he  dared 
to  rccal  the  dead  to  lUe,  and,  on  tlie  reprefentation  oOPluto, 
was  ftruck  dead  with  a  thunderbolt  \ 


^  Tbeophr.  Hift.  PlMt.  Hb.  9.  t»p. 

20.     Plin.  lib.  14.  cap.  x8.  t.  L  p.  724. 

'  Vitruv.  lib.  8.  cap.  3.  p.  159.  Plin. 
lib.  3I.  p.  j4S> 

*  Strab.  lib.  S.  p.  374. 

<  Herodot.  lib.  5.  cap.  83. 

^  Tbncjd.  lib.  a.  cap.  56;  lib.  5. 
€tp.  55  et  56. 

^  Homer.  Hiacl.  lib.  a.  ▼.  5^1. 

r  Strab  ibkl.  ïlia*  lib.  4.  cap.  f,  t. 
i  p.  Ï94- 


*  liv.  lib.  4$.  cap.  18.    YaL  Kax, 

lib.  X.  cap.  S.  {  a. 

*  Abent  a  league  and  a  half. 

*  Paufan.  lib.  2.  cap.  %6  et  17. 

b  Plut.  Quaeft.  Grsec.  t.  ii.  p.  apl. 
^  PaufanTUb.  a.  cap.  aitf.  p.  170» 
à  Pind.  Pyth.  3.  v.  9». 

*  Pind.  ibid.  v.  xo.  Eaiipîd.  in  AI<- 
ceft.  y.  X25.  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  t.  ii. 
p.  408.  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  4.  p.  S73.  Plin.' 
lib.  a9.  t.  ii.  p.  493. 
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Other  traditions  fufier  us  to  perceive  fome  glimmerings  of 
the  truth,  and  prefent  us  with  a  thread  which  we  will  follow 
for  a  moment  without  entangling  ourfelves  in  its' windings* 

The  tutor  of  Achilles,  the*  fage  Chiron,  had  acquired  fome 
flight  acquaintance  with  the  virtues  of  fimples,  and  a  ftiU  great- 
er knowledge  of  the  method  of  reducing  fraâures  and  luxa- 
tions. He  tranfmitted  what  he  knew  to  hia  defcendants,  who 
ftill  exift  in  I'hefTaly,  and  who  have  at  all  times  generoufly  de- 
voted themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  the  fick  '. 

It  appears  that  iEfculapius  was  Eis  difciple  >,  and  that  hav- 
ing been  intruded  with  his  fecrets,  he  taught  them  to  his  fons. 
Machaon  and  Fodalirius  S  who  reigned  after  his  death  over  à 
fmall  city  in  Thcflaly  K  During  the  fiege  of  Troy,  they  figna- 
lized  their  courage  in  the  field  of  battle  ^,  and  their  (kill  in  the 
treatment  of  wounds  ^  ;  for  they  had  oarefuUy  cultivated  fur- 
gery,  an  eflential  part  of  medicine,  and  the  only  one,  apparent- 
ly, which  was  known  in  thofe  remote  ages  ™.  Machaon  hav- 
ing been  killed  under  the  walls  of  Troy,  his  afhes  were  brought 
by  Neftor  to  Peloponneûis  ".  His  children,  who  followed  the 
profeifion  of  their  father,  fettled  in  this  country.  They  raifed 
altars  to  their  grandfather,  and  merited  the  fame  honours 
themfelves  by  the  fervices 'which  they  rendered  to  the  human, 
race  **.  \ 

Thé  founder  of  fo  refpeélable  a  family  foon  became  the  ob- 
jeft  of  public  veneration,  though  his  advancement  to  the  rank 
of  thPgods  muft  have  been  pofterior  to  the  time  of  Homert 
who  only  fpeaks  of  him  as  a  fimple  individuaL  But  at  pre&nt 
divine  honours  are  every  where  paid  to  him.  His  worihip  has 
paffed  from  Epidaurus  to  the  other  cities  of  Greece,  and  even 
to  diftant  countries  ^  -,  and  cannot  but  become  (till  more  «x* 


f  Diciearcli.  ap.  Gcogr.  Min.  t.  11. 
p.  30. 

*  Find.  Pyth.  3.  v.  80.     Id.  Ncin.  3. 
V.  94.         . 
•  h  Homer.  Iliad.  lib.  4.  v.  sip. 

I  Id.  ibid.  lib.  2.  ▼.  730.    Strab.  lib. 
P.p.  339;  iib.  10.  P.44S. 
'K  |d.  ibid.  lib.  zi.v.  tja. 


I  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  v.  119. 
™  .Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  405. 
40^,  &c.    Celf.  de  Re  Med.  in  Fnth.%, 
*  Paufan.  lib.  3.  cap.  ad.  p.  278.^ 
^.  Id.  lib.  2.  cap.  II.  p.  1^6;  cap, 

23- P-  i<53- 
'^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  stf.  p.  171  et  17a. 
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lenfiveS  becaufe  the  fickwill  ever  implore  with  confidencç 
the  compaflion  of  a  divinity  who  was  fubjeâ  to  like  infirmities 
with  themTelves. 

The  Epidaurians  have  inftituted  in  honour  of  j£fculapiu3 
feftivals  which  are  annually  celebrated,  and  to  which,  from 
time  to  time,  are  added  new  Tpcôaclcs  '.  Though  thefe  arc 
moft  magnificent,  the  temple  of  the  god,  the  edifices  which 
furround  it,  and  the  fcenes  which  pafs  in  it,  are  more  proper 
to  gratify  the  curiofity  of  the  inquiring  traveller. 

I  mean  not  to  fpeak  of  thofe  rich  prefents  which  have  been 
depofited  there  by  the  hope  and  gratitude  of  the  fick  J  }  but 
the  expreffive  words  written  over  the  gate  of  the  temple  imme- 
diately and  forcibly  arreft  the  attention  :  <<  Entrance  here  is 
only  permitted  to  pure  fouls  ^"  The  ftatue  of  the  god,  the 
work  of  Thrafymedes  of  Paros,  as  is  feen  by  his  name  infcribed 
on  the  bafe,  is  of  gold  and  ivory.  j£fculapius  appears  feated 
on  his  throne,  with  a  dog  at  his  feet,  a  ftafF  in  one  hand^  and 
ftretching  out  the  other  over  a  ferpent  which  feems  to  raife 
itfelf  up  to  re^ch  it.  The  artift  has  engraven  on  the  throne 
the  exploits  of  fome  heroes  of  Argolis  ;  we  there  fee  the  tri- 
umph of  Bellerophon,  and  Perfeus  cutting  oS  the  head  of  Me- 
dufa  ». 

Polyclctus,  whom  no  one  ever  furpafled  in  the  art  of  fculp- 
ture,  and  who  has  been  equaUed  by  few  in  architeâure,  erect- 
ed, in  the  facred  grove,  an  elegant  and  fuperb  theatre  to  receive 
the  fpeâators  on  certain  feftivals  ^^  It  is  built  near  a  marbk 
rotunda,  which  attraâs  the  eye,  and  the  infide  of  which  has 
lately  been  decorated  by  the  painter  Paufias.  In  one  of  his  pic- 
tures. Love  is  no  longer  feen  with  the  menacing  apparatus  of  a 
warrior  ;  he  has  dropped  his  bow  and  his  fliafts,  and  to  triumph 
only  needs  the  lyre  which  he  holds  iq  his  hand.     In  another. 


^  Liv.  Eptt.  Ub.  II.    Val.  Mai.  lib. 
I.  cap.  S.'  j  a.    Aurcl.  Viél.  de  Vir. 
Jlluft.  cap.  22.    Ovid.  Metano.  Sec. 
*  '  Plat,  in  Ion.  t.  i.  p.  53c. 

•  Lit.  lib.  45.  cap.  a 8. 


'  Clem.  Alex.  Strom.  lib.  5.  p.  6$t, 
Porphyr.  de  Abdin.  lib.  %.  {  19.  p.  13d'. 
^  Paufan.  lib.  a.  cap.  217.  p>  17  a. 
*  Id.  ibid.  p.  174. 
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Paufias  has  itprefented  intoxication  under  the  figure  of  a  wo* 
nan  whofe  feature»  are  diftinguiflied  through  a  gla&  bottle 
which  fhc  is  on  the  point  of  emptying  y. 

In  the  environs  we  faw  a  number  of  colu^ms,  on  which  were 
iaicribcd  not  only  the  names  of  thofe  which  had  been  cured, 
but  alfo  a  detail  of  the  means  by  which  they  recovered  their 
health  >.  Similar  monuments,  the  regtfters  of  the  experience 
of  ages,  would  be  at  all  times  valuable,  but  were  indifpeniably 
neccffary  before  there  were  any  writings  on  njedicine.  W« 
iLnow  that  in  Egypt  the  priefts  preferve  in  the  temples  a  circum*- 
ftantial  account  of  the  cures  that  have  been  wrought  *.  In 
Greece,  the  priefts  of  JSfculapius  have  introduced  this  cuftom 
with  their  other  rites,  in  almoft  every  place  in  which  they  have 
1>een  eftabltflied  ^.  Hippocrates  knew  the  value, of  this  prac- 
tice, and  derived  a  great  part  of  his  doârine  concerning  regi* 
men  from  a  feries  of  ancient  infcriptions  near  the  temple  which 
the  inhabitants  of  Cos  ereâed  to  .£fcul^ius  ^. 

Yet  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  pi^^fts  of  this  god, 
more  defirous  to  be  thought  to  work  miracles  than  to  effeâ 
cures,  have  but  too  often  recourfe  to  impofture  to  obtain  an  in- 
fluence over  the  minds  of  the  people.  They  however  deferve 
praife  for  having  placed  their  temple  witliout  the  viralls  of  cities, 
and  upon  eminences*^.  That  of  Epidaurus  is  furrounded  by  a 
wood,  in  which  no  perfon  is  permitted  to  die,  nor  any  child  to 
be  brought  into  the  world.  •  For  to  baniih  from  thefe  places 
the  terrifying  image  of  death,  fick  perfons  on  the  point  of  ^X" 
piring,  and  women  about  to  be  delivered,  are  removed  from 
them  ^.  A  whi^efome  air,  moderate  exercife,  proper  regimen, 
and  fuitable  remedies,  are  the  means  which  have  been  wifely 
judged  moft  proper  to  re-eftablifli  health  *,  but  thefe  alone  are 
not  fufficient  for  the  views  of  the  priefts,  who,  that  they  may 


y  Id.  ibid.  p.  173. 
2  Id.  ibid.  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  374. . 
^  Galea,  de  Compof.  Med.  lib.  5. 
cap.  2.  p.  246, 
°  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  374.    Gruter.  In. 

4 


fcripit.  t.  i.  p.  71. 

^  Id.  lib.  14.  p.  657.    Plifl.  lib.  29. 
cap.  I.  t.  ii.  p.  493. 

d  Plut.  (^Kft.  Roman,  t.  ii.  p.  a85. 

^  Fattfan.  lib.  a.  cap.  %^,  p.  172* 
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ht  Me  to  attilliitc  natazal  efic£b  to  preternatural  camfiss^  adi 
to  them  »  number  of  fiiperftitioiM  pnâices. 

Near  the  tenpie  is  a  fpacious  hail,  in  whkh  thofe  vho  come 
to  eesfalt  j£fctihçi«a^  after  having  depofited^on  the  holy  table 
tome  cakes»  finiita,  and  other  ofierii^,  pafs  the  night  on  Httle 
beda^  One  of  the  pnefts  bids  them  keep  a  profound  fileaec^ 
whatever  noHc  they  may  hear,  refign  dKoifelvea  to  fleep,  and 
be  attentive  to  the  dreams  which  the  gods  fliall  fend  them  i. 
He  afterwards  extinguiflies  the  light,  and  takes  care  to  coUeâ 
the  oflnenngs  vnài  which  the  table  is  coveied  ^.  Some  time 
after  the  patients  imagiae  they  bear  the  voice  of  .Mcalapins» 
whetker  any  {bund  be  conveyed  by  Come  sngenians  artifice,  or 
die  prieft  retnrmng  into  the  hall  mutters  fome  words  near  their 
bed  ;  or  whether,  in  fine,  in  the  folemn  ftiUncfs  which  {iir* 
roands  them,  thek  iteiaginatioa  realizes  the  reeitals  and  Ac  ob» 
jeô&  by  which  it  has  never  ceaied  to  be  aâed  on  fince  their  ar* 
rival  at  the  temple. 

The  cfivine  voice  prcfcribes  to  them  remedies  ptfoper  to  eSkGb 
Ûkàs  cure,  and  which  are  much  the  fame  with  tho&  of  other 
phyficians  K  It  enjoins  them  at  the  fame  time  to  perform  cer- 
tain religious  ceremonies,  as  necefiary  to  cnCure  their  fuccefs. 
If  the  patient's  complaint  be  only  of  the  number  of  imaginary 
difoiders,  and  he  is  judged  a  proper  inftnunent  £or  pious  fraud» 
he  is  commanded  to  prefent  himfelf,  the  next  day,  in  the  tenu 
I^  ;  to  pafs  from  one  fide  of  the  alur  to  the  other  ^  and  to  lay 
his  hand  firft  on  the  altar  and  afterward  on  the  fuffering  pan^ 
and  publicly  declare  his  cure,  in  the  prefence  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  fpeâators,  whom  this  prodigy  cannot  £ail  to  infpire  with 
new  enthufiafm  ^.  Sometimes,  to  iave  the  honour  of  JEfcuIa^ 
pitts,  the  fick  perfons  art  direâed  to  go  and  perform  fimilar  in- 
junâions  at  fome  diftant  place  K    At  other  times  they  receive 


f  Ariftopfl.  .in  Pint.  ▼.  66a.  Paufan. 
lib.  «•  cap.  37.  p.  173.  Ariftid.  Orat- 
t.  I  p.  515.  Phileftr.  Vit.  Sophift. 
Kls  1.  p.  535.  Plant,  ia  Curcu).  aâ. 
}.  fcen.  X.  p.  363.  Solin.  cap.  7. 

f  Cicer,  de  DiYin.^lib.  2.  cap.  59. 


t.  iii.  p.  S9. 

*  Ari(loph.  ibid.'TC  676. 

1  Le  acre.  Hlft.  de  la  Med.  liv.  i. 
chap.  ao.  p.  60. 

k  Gruter.  Infcript.  t-  i.  p.  71. 

1    Ariftid»  Ont.  t*  i.  p.  516  çt  54^ 
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the  vifit  of  the  god  difgulfed  under  the  form  of  a  great  ferpest^ 
the  carefles  of  which  reanimate  them  with  new  hope  ". 

Serpents  in  general  are  confecrated  to  this  god,  either  be- 
caufe  the  greater  part  of  them  liave  properties  ufeful  in  medi- 
cine *,  or  for  other  reafons  which  it  would  be  ufelefs  tcr  enume- 
rate ;  but  ^fculapius  appears  to  have  had  a  particular  predi- 
leâion.  for  thofe  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Epidaurus» 
which  are  of  a  colour* approaching  to  a  yellow®,  have  no  poi- 
fon,  are  tame  and  gentle,  and  love  to  live  in  familiarity  with 
man.  That  which  the  priefts  keep  in  the  temple,  will  fome- 
times  wind  round  their  bodies,  or  raife  himfelf  on  his  tail,  to 
take  the  food  which  they  prefent  him  on  a  plate  ^.  He  is 
rarely  fufferec^to  go  out  ;  but  when  this  liberty  is  permitted 
him,  he  walks  majeftically  through  the  ftreets,  and  as  his  ap- 
pearance is  deemed  a  happy  omen,  it  excites  univerCU  joy  ^. 
Some  revere  him,  becaufe  he  is  under  the  proteâion  of  the 
tutelary  divinity  of  the  place  ;  and  others  proilrate  themfelves 
before  him,  becaufe  they  confound  him  with  the  god  himfelf. 

Thefe  familiar  fcrpents  are  found  in  the  other  temples  of 
iEfculapius  ',  as  alfo  in  thofe  of  Bacchus  S  and  fome  other  divi- 
nities. They  are  very  common  at  Pella,  the  capital  of  Mace- 
donia. The  women  there  keep  them  for  tjheir  amufement.  In 
the  great  heats  of  fummer,  they  wind  them  round  their  necks, 
like  necklaces  ;  and  in  their  orgies  wear  them  as  ornaments,  or 
{hake  them  on  their  heads.  During  my  ftay  in  Greece,  it  was 
faid  that  Olympias,  queen  of  Philip  king  of  Macedon,  had  one 
of  them  which  (he  frequently  took  to  bed  with  her,  and  it  was 
even  added  that  Jupiter  had  take  the  form  of  that  animal,  and 
that  Alexander  was  his  fon  ^ 

The  Epidaurians  are  very  credulous,  and  the  generality  of 
fick  perfons  much  more  fo.     They  repair  in  crowds  to  Epir 


"  Ariftoph.  in  Plut.  v.  688. 
"  Plin.  lib.  29.  cap.  4.  t.  it  p.  505. 
*  Paufan   lib.  ».  cap.  a8.  p.  175. 
P  See  coins  in  the  cabinet  of  the 
ang  of  France. 


*ï  Val.  Max.  lib.  i.  cap.  8.  }  a. 
*■  Panfan.  lib.  1,  cap.  11.  p.  137- 
'  Shol.  Ariiioph.  in  Plut.  v.  690. 
<  Piut.  in  Alex.  t.  i.  p.  665.  Luciaq. 
in  Alex,  cap.  7.  t-  ii.  p,  a'5' 
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daurus,  and  fubmit  with  implicit  refignation  to  remedies  from 
iRrhich  they  have  never  before  received  any  benefit,  and  which 
their  firm    confidence    fometimes    renders    more  çfficacious* 
The  greater  part  related  to  me  with  a  lively  faith  the  dreams 
'veith  which  they  had  been  honoured  by  the  god.    Some  were 
to  fimple  that  they  were  highly  offended  r/.  every  attempt  to 
reafon  with  them,   and  others  fo  timid,   that  no  arguments 
could  for  a  moment   divert  their  attention  from  their  com- 
plaints.    All  of  them  related  inftances  of  cures,  into  the  truth 
of  which  they  had  never  examined,  but  which  received  addi- 
tional confirmation  by  paffing  from  mouth  to^  mouth. 

We  returned  to  Argos,  and  took  the  road  to  Nemea,  a  city 
famous  for  the  folemn  games  celebrated  there,  every  third  year» 
in  honour  >of  Jupiter.  As  they  are  nearly  the  fame  with  thofe 
at  Olympia,  I  (hall  fay  no  more  of  them.  It  will  be  fufficient 
to  obfervc  that  the  Argives  prefide  at  them  ",  and  that  the  vic- 
tor is  rewarded  with  a  crown  of  parfley  *.  We  afterwards  en- 
tered the  mountains,  and,  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  ftadia  from 
the  city,  our  guides  ihowed  us,  with  a  kind  of  fhuddering,  the 
cavern,  which  was  the  den  of  the  lion  that  fell  beneath  the 
club  of  Hercules  y. 

From  thence,  returning  to  Corinth,  we  once  more  took  tlie 
road  to  Athens,  where,  when  I  arrived,  I  continued  my  te- 
fearches  into  the  different  parts  of  the  adminiftration,  the  opi- 
nions of  the  philofophers,  and  the  various  branches  of  litera- 
ture. 

"  Pftufan.  lib.  ft.  cap.  15.  p.  144.  Ju-  1  Piin.  lib.  i^.  cap.  S.  p.  179.  Lucian . 
liao.  Epift.  pro  Argiv.  p. 408.  I  Gynanaf.  cap.  9.  t.  ii.  p.  888. 

*  Paufan.  lib.  I.  cap.  48.  p.  fyj,  \     f  Id.  lib.  a.  cap.  15.  p.  144. 
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CHAP.    LIV. 

The  Republic  of  Plato. 

JL WO  great  queftions  employ  the  attention  of  the  pUIoTophert 
of  Greece,  the  one  concerning  the  manner  in  which  the  uni- 
verfe  is  governed,  and  the  other  on  the  mode  in  which  men 
Qiuglkt  to  be  governed.  Thefe  problems,  perhaps  equally  dif- 
ficult to  relblve,  are  the  perpetual  ûibjeâ  of  their  converfations 
and  their  writings.  We  ihall  hereafter  fee  what  Plato,  fol- 
lowing Timaeus,  thought  concerning  the  formation  of  the  world. 
I  {hall  now  explain  the  means  he  imagined  to  conftitute  the 
moil  happy  of  political  focietles. 

He  had  more  than  once  couverfed  with  us  on  this  lufajeâ, 
but  he  expbined  himfelf  with  greater  care  one  day  in  the  aca- 
demy, where  for  fome  time  he  had  ceafed  to  give  leflbns.  He 
undertook  to  prove  that  he  who  is  juft  muft  be  happy,  even 
though  he  fhoold  have  no  good  to  hope  from  the  gods,  and 
every  evil  to  fear  from  men.  The  better  to  (how  what  juftice 
is  in  an  individual,  he  examined  what  would  be  its  efieâs  m  a 
government,  in  which  it  roanifefts  itfelf  with  a  more  marked  in- 
fluence, and  in  more  ienfible  charaâers.  The  following  is 
nearly  the  idea  which  he  gave  us  of  his  fyftem.  I  (hall  intro- 
duce him  (jpeaking,  but  muft  entreat  the  indulgence  of  my 
reader }  for  were  it  required  to  preferve  to  his  thoughts  the 
beauties  with  which  he  knew  to  embelliih  them,  the  Graces 
themfelves  muft  hold  the  pencil. 

I  mean  not  to  give  the  plan  cither  of  a  monarchy  or  a  democra- 
cy. Whether  the  fovcreign  authority  be  confided  to  a  fingle  man,  • 
Or  excrcifed  by  a  number  of  perfons,  is  of  fmall  importance.     I 
propofe  to  form  a  government  in  which  the  people  (hall  be 
happy  under  the  empire  of  virtue.  j 

I  iliall  divide  the  citizens  of  fuch  a  ftate  into  three  claflês  \ 
that  of  the  mercenaries,  or  the  multitude  ;  tliat  of  the  warriors, 
or  the  guardians  of  the  ftate  \  and  that  of  the  magiftrates,  or 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  m  GRfiEGS.  95 

fages.  To  the  firft  of  thefe  I  ihall  prefcribe  nothing  ;  they 
were  born  blindly  to  follow  the  impreffions  of  the  two  others*. 

I  would  form  a  body  of  warriors  ',  who  (hould  always  have 
their  arms  in  their  hands^  and  whofe  objeâ  it  fhould  be  to  pre* 
ferve  the  ftate  in  profound  tranquillity.  They  (hall  not  be  in- 
termingled with  the  other  citizens,  but  fhall  remain  in. a  camp^ 
and  be  conftantly  in  readinefs  to  quell  internal  faâions,  and  re* 
piilfe  foreign  invafions  •. 

But  as  men  fo  formidable  may  be  infinitely  dangerous  *,  and 
^  fince  they  are  in  pofleffion  <^  the  whole  force  of  the  ftate^ 
it  will  be  but  too  eafy  for  them  to  ufurp  a  power  over  it,  we 
will  hold  them  in  reftraint,  not  by  the  laws,  but  by  the  vigout 
of  an  inftitution  which*  fhall  regulate  their  paflions  and  even 
their  virtues.  We  will  cultivare  their  minds  and  their  hearts 
by  inftruâions  which  arc  relative  to  mufic,  and  we  will  in* 
creafe  their  courage  and  their  health  by  ilie  exercifes  of  the 
gymnafium  «. 

Their  education  (hall  commence  from  their  earlieft  years  *» 
and  tlie  impreffions  which  they  (hall  then  receive  (hall  not  be 
contrary  to  tho(e  which  they  muft  afterwards  experience.  Care 
fiiall  efpecially  be  taken  not  to  amufe  diem  with  the  idle  fie* 
tions  contained  in  the  writings  of  Homer,  Hefiod,  and  othet 
poets.  The  diflentions  and  aâs  of  vengeance  falfely  attributed 
to  the  gods,  can  only  prefent  to  them  great  crimes  juftifiedby 
great  authorities  ;  and  it  is  indeed  a  ferious  misfortune  to  hâve 
been  early  accuftomed  to  find  nothing  extraordinary  in  the  moft 
attrocious  aâlons. 

het  as  never  degrade  the  Divinity  by  fuch  images.  Let 
poetry  prefent  herfelf  to  the  children  of  warriors  with  equal 
dignity  and  beauty.  Let  them  be  inceflantly  taught  that  God 
can  only  be  the  author  of  good  \  that  no  real  evil  originate* 
from  him,  that  his  chaftifements  are  benefits,  and  that  the 


*  Plat,  de  Rep.  Ub.  a.  p.  3^3.  I      ^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  a.  p.  376. 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  p.  415.  I      <1  Id.  ibid.  p.  377. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  416.  I      «  Id.  ibid,  p  379. 
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wicked  are  to  be  lai'iented  not  when  they  fuffer^  but  when  the/ 
find  the  means  to  avoid  .them  ^. 

Care  (hall  be  taken  to  educate  tliem  in  the  moft  perfefk  con- 
tempt of  death,  and  the  terrific  apparatus  of  the  infernal  (hades  '. 
The  menacing  and  exaggerated  defcriptions  of  Cocytus  and 
Styx  may  be  ufeful  on  certain  occafions,  but  were  not  made  for 
men,  who  ought  only  to  be  acquainted  with  fear  by  the  effeâs 
of  that  with  which  they  infpire  their  enemies. 

Intimately  convinced  of  thefe  truths,  that  death  is  n^  an 
evil  S  and  that  the  fage  is  fufficient  to  himfelf,  they  fliall  fee 
their  friends  and  relatives  expire  around  them  without  ihedding 
^  tear  or  heaving  a  figh.  Their  fouls  fliall  be  alike  fupcrior  to 
the  excefs  of  grief,  of  joy,  or  of  anger  ;  they  fliall  neither  know 
vile  intereft,  nor  falfehood,  if  poflible  flill  more  vile.  They  fliall 
l)lufli  at  the  weakness  and  cruelty  which  the  poets-  have  attri- 
buted to  the  ancient  warriors  ',  and  they  fliall  know  that  true 
heroifm  confifts  Only  in  the  government  of  the  paflions,  and  in. 
obedience  to  the  laws. 

On  their  minds  fliall  be  engraven,  as  on  brafs,  in  indelible 
charaâers,  the  eternal  ideas  of  juftice  and  of  truth  ;  that  the 
wicked  are  miferable  in  profperity  ^,  and  that  virtue  is  happy  in 
peifecution,  and  even  in  oblivion. 

But  thefe  truths  ought  not  to  be  prefented  in  colours  which 
may  diminifli  their  majefty  *.  Baniftied  be  thofc  aftors  who 
degrade  them  on  the  ftage,  by  combining  with  them  a  too 
faithful  piôure  of  the  infirmities  and  vices  of  humanity,  their 
talents  vTOuld  infpire  our  pupils  with  that  tafte  for  imitation, 
the  habit  of  which,  when  early  contraâed,  enters  into  the  man- 
ners, and  influences  them  every  moment  of  their  lives.  It  is 
not  for  them  to  copy  geftures  and  language  which  are  unfuit* 
able  to  their  charaâer  j  their  behaviour  and  expreflions  fliould 


f  Id.  ibid.  p.  380.    Id.  in  Georg.  t. 
i.  p.47lct  50^. 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  p.  386. 
^  Id.  ibid.  p.  3S7. 

4 


Md.  ibid.  p.  391. 
k  Id.  ibid.  p.  392. 
*  Id.  ibid.  p.  394,  Slc. 
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breathe  the  fanûity  of  Tirtue,  and  hs^ve  no  other  oi^nament  than 
their  extreme  fimplicity.  Should  any  of  thofe  poets  who  are  fo 
▼erfed  in  all  the  various  forms  of  difcourfe,  and  able  indifcri-» 
minately  to  reprefent  every  charaâer,  enter  our  citjr^  we  will 
filed  perfumes  on  his  head,  and  give  him  his  difmii&on  '^. 

We  will  exclude  from  our  mufic  both  the  plaintive  accents  of 
the  Lydian  harmony^  and  the  effeminacy  of  the  Ionian  fong  }' 
but  we  will  retam  the  Dorian  mode,  the  mafculine  and  nervous 
expreffioD  of  which  ihali  animate  the  courage  of  our  warriors, 
and  the  Phrygian,  whofe  peaceful  and  religious  airs  may  fuit 
the  txanquillity  which  we  would  preferve  in  the  foul.  Tet  (hall 
even  diefe  two  modes  be  reftrained  in  their  movements,  and 
compelled  to  afliime  a  nobility  of  exprefBon  confonant  to  cir>^ 
cumftances,  conformable  to  the  airs  which  they  are  to  regulate, 
and  to  the  words  to  which  tfady  (bould  ever  be  fubfervient  ^. 

Fron»  this  happy  relation  cftabliflied  between  the  words,  thd 
harmony,  and  the  nimibers,  Ihatl  refult  that  propriety,  and  by 
confequeâce  that  beauty,  the  idea  of  which  ought  to  be  ever 
prefent  to  our  pupils.  This  idea,  painting,  architeâure,  and  all 
the  arts,  (hall  incefTantly  oflèr  to  their  eyes,  that  furrounded  and 
aflailed  on  every  fide  by  images  of  beauty,  and  living  in  thé 
midft  of  thofe  images,  as  in  a  pure  and  ferene  air,  they  may  be 
penetrated  by  them  to  the  bottom  of  their  fouls,  and  accuftom- 
cd  to  refleâ  them  in  their  aâions  and  manners  ^.  Foftered  by 
thefe  divine  influences,  th^y  ihall  ihudder  at  the  firft  afpeft  of 
vice,  becaufe  they  perceive  not  on  it  the  facred  impress  which 
they  bear  in  their  hearts,  and  fiiall  exult  with  joy  at  the  voice 
of  reafon  and  of  virtue,  becaufe  they  (hall  appear  to  them  under 
known  and  familiar  forms.  They  (hall  love  beauty  with  all  the 
tranfports,  but  without  the  extravagances  of  love. 

The  fame  principles  (hall  direâ  that  part  of  their  education 
ivfaich  relates  to  the  necelTities  and  the  exercifes  of  the  body  p. 
But  they  cannot  be  fubjeâed  to  any  uniform  and  conftant  rule 


"  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  p.  508  et  500.  |      ®  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  p.  401* 
»  Id.  ibid.  1      P  Id.  ibid.  p.  403. 
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of  regimen,  becaufe  men  who  are  to  lead  their  lives  in  a  campy 
and  to  follow  the  operations  of  a  campaign,  ought  to  be  inured 
to  fupport  hunger  and  third,  cold  and  heat,  wants,  fatigues,  and 
all  the  feverities  of  the  feafons.  They  will  find  in  a  frugal  diet 
the  treafures  of  health,  and  in  conftant  exercife  the  means  of 
increafing  their  courage  rather  than  their  ftrength^.  Thofe 
who  ihall  have  received  from  nature  a  delicate  co^ftitution, 
fliall  not  feek  to  fortify  it  by  the  refources  of  art.  As  the  arti- 
fan  has  not  leifure  to  repair  the  ruins  of  a  body  which  labour 
confumes  %  they  would  blufli  to  prolong  by  their  cares  a  dying 
life  which  13  ufelefs  to  the  ftate.  Prompt  and  fimple  remedies 
{hall  be  applied  in  cafes  of  accidental  maladies,  but  the  diforders 
which  arife  from  intemperance  and  other  excefles  fhall  be  un* 
known,  and  thofe,  the  feeds  of  which  they  brought  with  thenx 
into  the  world,  left  to  chance*;  we  fhall  thus  pxofcribe  that 
part  of  medicine  which  is  of  no  other  ufe  than  to  multiply  our 
fufferings,  and  prolong  our  dying  moments. 

I  (hall  fay  nothing  here  of  the  chace,  dancing,  or  of  the 
combats  of  the  gymnafium  *  i  nor  fhall  I  fpeak  of  that  invio- 
lable reverence  to  be  paid  to  our  parents,  and  to  aged  perfons  ^, 
or  of  a  number  of  other  obfervances,  to  particularize  which 
would  lead  me  too  far.  I  fhall  only  eftablUh  general  principles» 
from  which  the  particular  rules  will  refult  of  themfelves,  and 
may  be  eafily  applied  to  exiiling  circumflances.  The  moil  ef« 
fential  of  thefe,  is,  that  mufic  and  the  gymnailic  exercifes  have 
an  equal  influence  on  education,  and  that  a  jufl  proportion 
fhould  be  carefully  maintained  between  the  exercifes  of  the  bo- 
dy and  thofe  of  the  mind  ;  for  mufic  alone  foftens  and  renders 
effeminate  the  charaâer  which  it  tempers  ^,  and  the  exercifes 
of  the  gymnafium,  while  they  beftow  on  it  vigour,  render  it 
harlh  and  ferocious.  It  is  only  by  combining  thefe  two  arts» 
and  correâing  the  one  by  the  other,  that  we  can  be  able  t» 


^  Id.  ibid.  p.  410.;  I      '  Id.  ibid.  p.  419. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  406.  I   *  "  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  p.  425. 

*  Id.  Ibid.  p.  41  Oil  I     '^  U.  ibid.  lib.  3.  p.  410. 
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bard  dr  rdax  in  a  juft  proportion  the  fprings  of  a  too  feeble 
or  too  impetuous  mind  ;  by  tbefe  means  only  our  warriors,  ù« 
niting  ftrength  and  courage  to  mildnefs  and  amenity,  will  ap- 
pear in  the  eyes  of  their  enemies  ihç  mod  formidable,  and  in 
thofe  of  their  fellow  citizensj  the  moft  amiable  of  men  ^.  But 
to  produce  this  happy  effeâ,  care  muft  be  taken  to  make  no 
innovation  in  the  fyftem  of  the  inilitution  once  eftabliihed.  It 
has  been  faid,  that  to  introduce  an  alteration  in  the  rules  of 
muGc,  would  be  to  fhake  the  fundamental  laws  of  govern- 
ment «  :  I  add,  that  we  fhould  be  expofcd  to  the  fame  danger 
by  making  any  alteration  in  the  games,  fpeâacles,  or  moft  trif- 
ling cuftoms  ^.  Becaufe,  among  a  people  which  are  governed 
rather  by  manners  than  by  the  laws,  the  leaft  innovations  arc 
dangerous;  and  becaufe  the  moment  received"  ufages  are  de- 
parted from  in  a  fiogle  point,  the  opinion  of  their  wifdoni  is 
deftroyed,  an  abufe  is  introduced,  and  poifon  circulates  in  the 
Teins  of  the  ftate. 

In  our  republic,  every  thing  will  depend  on  the  education 
of  the  warri<nrs^,  and  this  education  muft  depend  wholly  on 
the  fcverity  of  difcipline.  They  muft  be  taught  to  confider  the 
minuteft  obfervance,  as  an  indifpenfable  duty,  and  the  moft 
titfling  négligence  as  a  crime.  Nor  let  any  one  be  aftonifhed 
at  the  importance  which  we  annex  to  praâices  apparently  fri- 
volous ;  even  though  they  (hould  not  immediately  tend  to  ptO'-^ 
mote  the  general  good,  exaânefs  in  their  obfervance  will  ye|» 
be  of  the  moft  ineftimable  value,  becaufe  it  will  teach  to  curb 
and  guide  the  inclinations.  We  wiih  to  exalt  the  mind  to  the 
higheft  degree  of  perfeflion  for  itfelf ,  and  of  utility  to  its  coun- 
try ;  to  adapt  it  equally  to  the  fmalleft  and  the  greateft  things  ; 
to  teadi  it  inceflantly  to  oppofe  and  fttbjeâ  the  will,  til!  every 
thought  and  aâion  has  no  other  objeâ  than  the  public  good^ 
Thofe  who  are  incapable  of  this  (elf-renunciation  cannot  be  ad'» 
mitted  into  the  clafs  of  warriors,  but  (hall  be  banifhed  into  that 

'  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  p.  57^.  I      *  Id.  de  Leg.  lib.  7.  p.  797. 

*  I4<  ibid.  lib.  4<  p*  434*  I      ^  Id.  d«  Rep.  lib.  3.  p.  423,  tec 
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of  the  sirtifts  and  labourers  <^  ^  for  the  diflference  of  rank  iOiall 
not  with  us  be  determined  by  birth,  but  fcdely  by  the  quaSties 
of  the  mind. 

Before  we  proceed  any  f^ûtcr^  let  us  call  on  our  pupils  to 
call  a  glance  on  Ac  life  which  they  are  one  day  to  lead  5  they 
will  then  be  lefs  aftoniflied  at  the  rigour  of  our  difcipline»  and 
better  prepared  for  the  high  deftiny  which  awaits  them. 

If  our  warriors  poflefled  lands  and  hdufes,  if  gold  and  fihrer 
fhould  once  pollute  their  hands  ',  ambition,  hatred,  and  all  the 
paffions  which  follow  in  the  train  of  riches,  would  inânuate 
themfelves  into  their  hearts,  and  Aey  would  foon  become  ho 
more  than-ordinary  men.    We  will  therefore  deliver  them  from 
the  influence  of  thofc  low  cares  which  would  bow  them  to  the 
earth.     They  Ihall  be  maintained  in  common  at  the  expcncc  of 
the  public,  and  their  country,  to  which  they  (hall  dedicate  all 
their  thoughts  and  all  their  defires,  fliall  undertake  to   provide 
for  their  wants,  which  (hall  be  reduced  to  what  ^bfoliite  neccf* 
fity  demands.     And  Ihould  it  be  objefted  to  us,  that  by  thefe 
privations  they  mud  enjoy  lefs  happinefs  than  the  other  citizens, 
we  will  reply,  that  a  Icgiflator  ought  to  propofe  to  himfelf  the 
happinefs  of  a  whole  fociety,  ;ind  not  that  of  any  fingle  claft 
of  citizens  of  which  it  is  compofed  *.    Whatever  means  he 
may  employ  to  this  end,  if  he  fuccecds,  he  will  always  have  ef- 
feâcd  individual,  which  dqjcnds  on  general  good.     I  befide^ 
mean  not  to  found  a  city  which  (hall  revel  in  pleafures,  but  to 
regulate  labour  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  baniflt  poverty  without 
introducing  riches  '  5  and  if  our  warriors  diflfer  from  the  other 
citizens,  it  will  only  be  becaufe  tliey  poflefs  more  virtues,  and 
have  fewer  wants. 

We  have  endeavoured  to  prefcrvc  them  from  the  infe£kion  of 
that  fordid  intereft  which  is  the  fource  of  fo  many  crimes  ;  it 
will  be  alfo  neceflary  to  extend,  or  rather  to  perfeéi  in  their 
hearts,   thofe  afFeâions  which  nature  infpires,  and  to  unite 

«  W»  ibid.  lib.  3.  p.  415.  I      «  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  p.  420. 

à  Id.  ibid.  p.  416.  j      f  Id.  ibid',  p.  4^1. 
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ûnsm  among  tbcmfelves  by  .the  very  means  which  contribute  to 
dmde  them.  I  enter  into  a  new  track,  in  which  I  proceed  with 
trenrabling  ;  th(&  ideas,  which  I  mean,  to  pn^fe  will  appear  e- 
qually  ofienfiye  and  chimerical.  In  faâ,  I  diftruf];  .myfelfi  and 
thi^  difpofition  of  mind^  if  I  err>  ought  to  enfure  me  a  previa 
iHis  pardon  for  my  involuntary  error. 

May  not  that  fex  which  we  confiné  to  obfcuie  and  domeftic 
employinents  be  intended  for  more  noble  and  more  exalted 
fuaaions  >  î  Have  not  women  a.  thoufand  times  given  exam- 
ples of  cQur^ge^  wifdom,  excellence  in  every  virtue,  and  fuc« 
ceis  in  all  the  arts  ^  ?  The  qualities  of  their  minds  may  perhaps 
be  diiâured  with  their  natural  feeblenels,  and  nuy  be  inferior 
to  ours  ;  but  does  it  thence  follow,  that  they  ought  to  be  lefj^ 
uiêlefs  to  their  country  ?  No  |  Nature  bellows  no  talent  to  ro- 
main unemployed,  and  the  great  art  of  a  legiflator,  is  to  avail 
himfelf  of  all  the  fprings  (he  furniihes,  and  to  leave  none  of 
them  maâive.  Our  warriors  fhall  ihare  with  their  wives  the 
care  of  preferring  the  tranquiUity  of  tljie  date,  as  the  faithful 
dog  (bares  with  his  companion,  the  guardianlhip  of  the  flock 
hitiufted  to  their  mutual  cares  ^  Botli  (hall  be  educated  in  the 
£une  principles,  in,  the  fame  places,  and  under  the  £ame  maf- 
tcn*  They  be  (hall  inftru^ed  tqgether  in  the  elements  of  the 
fciences  and  the  lefTons  of  wifdom  *,  and  in  the  gymnafium, 
cm  youthful  .j^aaj^ens,  laying  aiide  their  garments,  and  adorned 
with  their  virtues,  as  the  moft  honourable  of  vçflments,  (hall 
difpute  the  priize  of  the  exerç^fes  with  the  youths  their  rivals  ^. 
.  We  have  too  great  a  fende  of  what  we  fuppofe  to  be  decen- 
cy» and  are  tob  much  conupted,  not  to  revolt  at  a  regulation 
which  long  habit,  and  purer  manners,  would  render  lefs  dan- 
gerous. The  magiftrat^s  (hall  neverthelefs  be  attentive  to  pre- 
vent abufes  '.  At  certain  feftivals,  inftituted  to  form  legitimate 
aud  (acred  unions,  they  (hail  call  into  an  urn,  the  names  of 


s  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5.  p^  452.         1  ^   Id.  ibid.  p.  45a  et  457. 
^  Id.  ibid.  p.  455.  I   ^  lil.  Ibid,  p.  45$. 
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thofc  who  (hall  be  feleâe^  to  give  defenders  to  die  republic. 
Thefe  fhall  he  warriors  from  the  age  of  thirty  years  to  that  of 
fifty-five,  and  females  of  the  fame  dais  from  that  of  twenty  to 
that  of  forty».  The  number  of  thefe  (hall  be  regulated  by  the 
loiTes  which  the  ftate  may  have  fuftained,  fince  the  excels  and  the 
defeâ  of  population  ought  to  be  avoided  with  equal  care.  Chance, 
apparently,  fhall  join  their  hands,  but  the  magiftrates,  by  adroit 
contrivance,  fhall  fo  properly  correâ  the  caprices  of  fortune, 
that  the  perfons  of  cither  fcx  moft  proper  to  preferve  the  rac« 
of  our  warriors  in  its  purity,  fhall  always  be  united.  At  the 
fame  time,  the  priefts  and  priefteflfes  fhall  pour  forth  the  blood 
of  viâims  on  the  altar,  the  air  KhaQ  refound  with  hymns  and 
epithalamiums  ",  and  the  people,  at  once  the  witnefTes  and 
guardians  of  the  unions  formed  by  lot,  fhall  fupplicate  heaven 
to  grant  to  the  republic  fons  flill  more  virtuous  than  their  fa- 
thers. 

The  children  which  fhall  be  bom  of  thefe  marriages  fhall  be 
immediately  taken  from  their  parents,  and  lodged  in  a  place  to 
which  their  mothers  fhall  repair,  without  knowing  them,  to 
diftribute,  fometimes  to  one  and  fometimes  to  another,  that 
fuflenance  which  Nature  has  provided  for  infants,  and  which 
they  fhall  not  be  permitted  to  refervc  exclufively  for  the  fruits 
of  their  own  afFeâions  ^» 

Into  this  nurfery  of  warriors  fhall  not  be  admitted  children 
born  with  any  deformity  ;  they  fhall  be  removed  and  concealed 
in  fome  obfcure  retreat  :  nor  fhall  thofe  be  received  into  it 
whofe  birth  fhall  not  have  been  preceded  by  the  augufl  cere- 
monies before  defcribed,  nor  thofe  which  ihall  be  the  fruit  of 
a  premature  or  too  late  union  K 

When  the  hufband  and  wife  fhall  have  fulfilled  the  wiihes 
of  the  ftate,  they  fhall  feparate  and  remain  at  liberty  till  the 
magi{lratc3  call  on  them  again  to  unite,  and  chance  fhall  alTign 
to  them  other  connexions.     From  this  fucceflion  of  marriages 

^   Id.  ibid.  p.  460.  I   ®  Jd.  ibid.  p.  4^0. 
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»d  divorces  it  will  refult  that  the  fame  women  may  from  time 
to  time  appertain  to  many  warriors  ^. 

But  vdien  either  men  or  women  ihall  have  pafled  the  age 
prefcribed  by  the  laws  to  the  engagemetits  they  ordain  %  they 
ihall  be  permitted  to  contraâ  others;  always  provided  that  on 
the  one  fide  no  fruit  of  their  union  be  fuflercd  to  appear,  and 
on  the  other  that  they  form  no  conneâions  with  thofe  from 
whom  they  derive  their  birth,  or  to  whom  they  have  given 
exiileac^ 

But  as  this  may  be  difficult  to  afcertain»  it  (hall  fuffice  for 
them  to  confider  as  their  fons  and  daughters  ail  the  children 
bom  at  the  fame  time  with  thofe  of  whom  they  were  aâuaUy 
the  parents";  and  this  maxim  (hall  be  a  principle  of  union  un- 
known in  other  ftates  ^.  In  hù^  each  warrior  ihall  imagine 
himfelf  united  by  the  ties  of  blood  with  every  other,  and  the 
tender  and  beloved  names  of  father  and  mother,  fon  and 
daughter,  brother  and  fitter,  ihall  be  common  to  alL  The  fen- 
timents  of  nature,  inftead  of  concentrating  to  particular  objeâs^ 
Ihall  be  abundantly  difFufed  through  this  extenfive  family,  and 
animate  the  whole  widi  the  fame  fpirit.  All  hearts  (hall  with 
cafe  fulfil  duties  which  they  (hall  impofe  on  themfelves^  and» 
renouncing  all  perfonal  advantage,  (hall  mutually  divide  their 
griefs^  which  they  (hall  enfeeble,  and  their  pleafures,  which 
they  (hall  augment,  by  participating.  The  feeds  of  difleniion 
(hall  be  deftroyed  by  the  authority  of  the  chiefs,  ai^l  all  vio- 
lence enchained  by  the  fear  of  oflending  againft  nature  ^ 

This  precious  aflèâion,  which  (hall  unite  them  during 
peace,  (hall  aâ^with  ftill  greater  force  in  war.  Let  us  ima- 
gine, in  the  field  of  battle,  a  troop  of  youthful  warriors,  of  ar- 
dent courage  ^,  exercifed  in  combats  from  their  infancy,  ready 
to  difplay  the  virtues  they  have  acquired,  and  perfuaded  that 
by  an  z€t  of  cowardice  they  (ball  become  bafe  and  contempti- 
ble, by  noble  deeds  exalted  to  honour,  ahd  that  by  death  they 


«  Id.  ibid.  p.  457.  I   t  Id.  ibid.  p.  46c. 
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(hall  m^rit  «dter»;  let  u$  fiQ^pi^fe  that  at  tiû^  mom^ht  tbe 
.  '^werful  voice  of  their  çouptry  meets  their  ears»  and  that  to 
'  this  voice  are  joined  the  plaintive  ei^clamations  of  friendihip, 
which  (hows  them,  from  rank  to  rank»  all  their  friends  in  dan- 
ger :  laftiy,  to  awaken  in  their  fouls  the  ftrongeil  emotiona,  let 
.  us  place  in  the  midft  of  them  their  wives  and  cliildren  ;  their 
wives  who  come  to  fight  befide  them»  and  reanimate  them 
with  their  voices  f»)<l  their  çyes  ;  their  children,  to  whom  it  is 
their  duty  to  give  lefibns  of  valour,  and  who,  it  may  be,  are 
en  the  point  of  pepfliiag  by  the  barbarous  fword  of  the  enemy: 
.  can  we  believe  that  this  body  of  meii,  aûuated  by  thefe  moft 
powerful  interefts  ^  by  an  ardent  flame,  mil  for  a  moment 
hefitate  to  cc^leâ  all  their  forces  arid  all  dieir  ri^e  i  to  fall  like 
a  thunderbolt  on  their  enemies,  and  citiih  them  with  an  irre» 
fiftiblefury? 

S«»ch  ihaQ  be  the  fublime  eflPeâs  of  the  union  eftabliflied 
between  our  warriors.  But  they  ihall  likewife  poilbfs  exalted 
fentiments,  which  they  (haO  owe  only  to  their  virtiieB  *•  They 
ihall  be  able  to  check  their  pai&ons  in  their  impetuous  career, 
and  become  mild,  compafiionate,  and  humane  after  their  vie* 
,  tory.  They  (hall  not  once  entertain  the  thought  of  loadiiig 
with  chains  a  vanquished  enemy,  nor  (hall  they  infult  the  dead 
on  the  field  of  battle,  nor  fufpend  trophies  in  the  temples  of 
the  gods,  who  have  no  pleafure  in  fuch  oiièrings,  nor  carry 
fire  and /word  throiigh  a  defencelefs  country.  Thefe  cruelties, 
which  they  ihall  fcarcely  permit  themfelves  to  exercife  on  the 
barbarians,  ought  never  to  be  known  in  Greece,  in  that  repu* 
blic  of  friendly  nations,  the  divifions  of  which  fhould  never 
prefent  the  image  of  war,  but  rather  that  of  the  tranfitory  dif- 
fenfions  which  fometimes  happen  between  die  citizens  of  the 
fame  city  r. 

We  may  now  be  fatisfied  that  we  have  fufficiently  provided 
for  the  happinefs  of  our  warriors  *.  We  have  enriched  them 
^ ■        ■    '  -w  '■  ■■      ■  I 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  4^9,  &c.  I      *  Id.  ibid,      * 
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1^  depriving  them  of  all  property  ;  without  pofleffitig  any  thing 
they  fliaU  enjoy  all  things.  There  is  not  one  among  them  but 
may  fay.  Every  thing  belongs  to  me.  And  who  ought  not  to 
add,  faid  Ariftotle,  who  had  hitherto  remained  filent,  Nothing 
appertains  to  me  in  reality.  Oh,  Plato  i  it  is  not  thofe  pofTef* 
(ions  which  we  ihare  with  others  that  we  value  moft,  but  thofe 
which  are  perfonal  and  peculiar  to  us.  The  moment  your 
warriors  fliall  have  no  kind  of  property,  expeâ  from  tliem  only 
an  intereft  without  animation,  as  it  is  without  obje£t.  Their 
affeûion,  unable  to  fix  on  that  multitude  of  children  which 
furround  them,  (hall  become  languid,  and  each  fiiall  rely  on 
the  other  to  furniih  examples  and  bellow  inftruâion,  as  we  fee 
the  domeftics  in  a  family  addi£ted  to  negleû  thofe  duties 
which  are  common  to  them  aU  '. 

Plato  replied,  We  have  placed  in  the  hearts  of  our  warriors 
two  principles,  fentiment  and  virtue,  which  in  concert  mufl: 
inceflantiy  infpire  them  with  2ealt  The  former  (hall  not  only 
uEt  on  dbem  in  a  general  manner,  by  their  confidering  them- 
felves  as  all  citizens  of  the  fame  country,  but  its  influence  fliaU 
become  dill  more  forcible  and  extenfive,  fince  they  (hall  view 
each  other  as  all  children  of  the  fame  family  :  and  fuch  they 
ihall  be  in  faâ  \  for  the  obfcurity  of  their  birth  fhall  not  render 
dubious  their  claims  to  affinity.  If  the  illufion  be  not  equally 
powerful  with  the  reality,  it  ihall  at  leaft  be  more  extenfive  ; 
for  little  does  it  fignify  whether  the  affedtions  be  carried  to  an 
exce(s  between  certain  individuals,  provided  they  enter  all 
hearts,  and  fuffice  to  conneâ  them  by  one  common  chain. 
But  if  by  chance  they  fhould  be  too  feeble  to  render  our  war- 
riors attentive  and  vigilant,  have  we  not  another  motive  in  that 
fublime  virtue  which  fliall  incefiantly  tranfport  them  even  be- 
yond their  duty  ? 

Ariftotle  was  about  to  reply,  but  we  prevented  him,  and  he 
contented  himfelf  with  aflcing  Plato  whether  he  believed  it  pof- 
fible  that  his  republic  (hould  exill. 
»■   ■  ■  '       '        ...III..  ■         , I  ■  I.  ■■    ■■III  _  . 

^  Arlftot.  de  PoUl  lib.  a.  cap.  3  et  4.  t.  ii.  p.  314,  ft^c. 
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Plato  mUdly  replied,  RecoUeâ  die  objeft  of  my  inquiry  \ 
I  wiih  to  prove  that  happinefs  is  infeparabie  from  juftice,  an4 
with  this  view  I  examine  what  form  of  government  would  be 
the  beft,  that  I  may  hereafter  (how  which  wouM  be  the  moft 
happy.  If  a  painter  (hould  prefent  to  us  a  figure,  the  beauty 
of  which  {hould  furpafs  all  our  ideas,  iliould  we  objed  to  him 
that  nothing  equal  to  it  is  produced  by  nature  ?  I  in  like  max»* 
ner  prefent  to  you  the  image  of  the  moft  perfeâ  republic.  I 
propofe  it  as  the  model  to  which  all  other  governments  ought 
more  or  lefs  to  approach,  to  be  more  or  lefs  happy.  I  will  go 
farther,  and  add,  that  my  projeâ,  chimerical  as  it  may  appear^ 
may  in  fome  manner  be  realized,  not  only  among  us,  but  in 
every  other  government,  were  a  change  made  in  the  admini- 
ftration  of  afiairs*  And  what  ihould  be  that  change  ?  That 
philofophers  ihould  afcend  the  throne,  or  that  fovereigns  ihoulct 
become  philofophers  ^. 

This  idea  will  no  doubt  offend  all  thofe  who  are  not  ac« 
quainted  with  true  philofophy  ;  but  thofe  who  are  will  be  fen- 
Cblc  that  no  other  remedy  can  be  found  for  the  evils  which  af« 
fliâ  humanity. 

I  am  now  come  to  the  third  and  moft  important  clafs  of  ci- 
tizens,^ I  mean  the  magiftrates;  that  fmall  number  of  men, 
chofen  from  among  the  virtuous  ;  thofe  chiefs  who,  taken  from 
the  clafs  of  warriors,  as  much  excel  them  in  merit,  as  they  excel 
the  artifts  and  the  labourers. 

What  precautions  will  not  be  neccflary  in  the  choice  of  men 
fo  rare,  what  ftudy  and  obfervation  to  difcern,  and  what  labour 
to  farm  them  !  Let  us  enter  into  that  fanûuary  in  which  arc 
educated  the  fons  of  the  warriors,  and  into  which  the  children 
of  the  other  citizens  may  merit  to  be  admitted.  Let  us  felefit 
thofe  who,  joining  the  advantages  of  perfon  to  other  natural 
graces,  diftinguifti  themfelves  from  their  companions  in  all  the 
cxercifes  of  body  and  mind  *.     Let  us  examine  if  the  defire  of 


«>  Plat,  dc  Rep.  lib.  5.  p.  47a.  I      d  Id.  ,bid.  Ub.  6.  p.  485  ct  486}  Ub. 
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knowledge  md  the  love  of  nrne  earlf  fparUe  in  their  eyes^ 
and  manifeft  themfekes  in  their  difcourie  ;  iet  U8  obferre  whe« 
ther^  in  proportion  as  the  powers  of  the  mind  expand,  they  are 
inipired  with  a  more  ardent  love  for  their  duty,  and  whether 
the  fignsof  the  charaâer  «re  feek  more  frequently  efcape  them 
a»  their  years  increafe.  Let  us  lay  fnares  for  their  infant  rea« 
fon  ;  and  if  the  principles  it  has  imbibed  can  neither  be  altered 
by  time  nor  by  contrary  principles^  let  lis  attack  them  by  the 
fear  of  pain,  by  the  allurements  of  pleafure,  and  by  every  kind 
êf  violence  and  feduâionS  Let  us -afterwards  place  our 
young  pupils  in  die  prcfence  of  the  enemy,  not  to  engage  in 
the  confliâ,  but  to  be  f^eâators  of  it  ;  and  let  us  carefully  re- 
mafk  the  impreilion  made  on  them  by  the  view  of  labours  and 
dangers.  After  having  feen  them  come  forth  from  thefe  trials 
as  pure  as  gold  from  the  crucible  ^  ;  after  having  convinced 
ourfelves  that  they  naturally  entertain  an  averfion  to  the  plea« 
fures  of  fenfe,  and  feel  a  horror  at  falfehood  ^  ;  that  they  join 
a  propriety  of  thinking  to  exalted  ientiments,  and  vivacity  of 
imagination  to  folidity  of  charaâer  ^  ;  let  us  watch  over  their 
conduâ  with  ftill  increafed  attention,  and  redouble  our  cares 
to  continue  and  complete  their  education* 

We  have  fpoken  above  of  the  principles  which  (hould  regu* 
late  their  manners  ^  we  are  at  prefent  to  confider  the  fciences 
moft  proper  to  expand  and  improve  their  mental  faculties. 
^Hie  fitft  of  thefe  (hould  be  arithmetic  and  geometry  ^  ;  both 
pr(q>er  to  increafe  the  ftrength  aipd  difcernment  of  the  mind, 
both  ufeful  to  the  warrior  to  guide  him  in  his  military  opers»- 
tions,  and  abfolutely  neceflary  to  the  philofopher  to  accuftom 
him  to  fix  his  ideas^  and  raife  him  to  the  perception  of  truth. 
Aftronomy,  muCc,  and  all  the  fciences  which  produce  the  fame 
eficd,  (hall  alfo  enter  into  the  plan  of  our  infticution  K  But 
our  pupils  muft  apply  themCelves  to  ûncte  ftudies  without  ef- 


^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  p.  413.  I      ^  Id.  ibid.  p.  503. 
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fort,  without  conftraint^  and  «a  il  were  for  amv&ment  ^  Af 
the  age  of  eighteen  they  ihaU.&iÎpeiid  them»  to  rofign  themfelvci 
whoUy,  during  two  or  three  years,  to  the  e^ercifc^  of  the  gym- 
aafium;  after  which  they  ihall  fcfume  tb^m,  wi  obferve  the 
rebtbn  which  they  have  to  each  other  °^.  Thofe  among  them 
who  ihall  continus  ta  juftify  the  expeâations  we  had  coqceired 
of  them  in  their  iiifancy,  (ball  obtain  honourabfe  difti4iâi<His, 
and  as  foon  as  they  (hall  be  aniyed  at  the  agç  of  thirty,  years, 
they  ihall  be  initiated  into  the  fctence  of  œeditatipn,  into  thofe 
fublime  dialeâics  which  ought  to  be  the  conclufion  of  their 
firft  ftudiesy  and  the  obje£b  of  which  is  kfs  the  knowledge  of 
the  exiftence  than  that  of  the  eflence  of  things  *• 

We  have  to  blame  ourfelves  alone  if  this  objeâ  has.  not  hi- 
therto been  fulfilled.  Our  youths,  attaching  themfelves  too 
early  to  dialeâics,  and  not  being  able  to  afcend  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  truths  which  they  teach,  convert  their  ftudies  into 
anamu&ment%  and  engage  in  contentions  in  which,  fome- 
times  viâors  and  fometimea  vanqmihed,  they  only  acquire 
doubts  and  errors.  Hence  tbofe  defeâs  which  they  retain 
through  their  whole  lives,  that  love  of  contradiâîon,  that  indif- 
ference for  thofe  truths  which  they  have  been  unable  to  defend, 
and  that  predileâion  for  the  fc^hiûns  that  have  obtained  them 
the  vîâory. 

Succefs  fo  frivolous  and  dangerous  ihall  have  no.  temptations 
for  our  pupils  ;  more  folid  inftruâion  ihall  be  the  fruit  of  their 
converfations  and  their  itudies*  Difengaged  from  tbe  fetters 
of  the  fenfes,  and  abforbed  in  meditation,  they  ihall  gra4uaUy 
be  filled  with  the  idea  of  good  ;  that  good  after  which  we  ar- 
dently (}gh,  and  of  which  we  form  fuch  confufed  images  i  tliat 
fupreme  good,  the  fource  of  all  truth  and  all  ju(kice,  which 
ought  to  animate  the  fovereign  magifbrate,  and  render  lum  in- 
flexible in  the  difcl&rge  of  his  .duries  ^.    But  where  does  this 

I  Id.  ibid.  p.  536.  I  gic,  natural  theology,   and  metaphj- 

"  Id.  ibid.  p.  537.  I  ljc«. 

•  In  the  time  of  Plato,  by  the  term  I      "  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  7.  p.  539* 
diilcdics  were  undcrftood  at  ooce  lo-  |      °  Id.  ibid.  lib.  6.  p.  505  ct  50S. 
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good  refide,  and  where  is  k  to  be  fought?  In  pleafiiTes  hf 
w^hich  we  are  intoxicated  ?  In  biowiedge  diat  inflates  us  widi 
pride  i  In  tbe  fykndid  decoration  by  whidi  we  aredazzled  i 
No  ;  for  whatever  is  moveable  and  changeable  cannot  be  the 
true  good.  Let  us  then  leave  the  eardi  and  the  ihades.  in  which 
it  is  buried,  and  raifing  our  minds  towards  the  abode  of  lights 
dcchre  to  mortak  the  truths  of  which  they  are  ignorant. 

Two  worlds  exift,  die  one  vifible  and  the  other  ideal  K  Hie 
firft,  formed  on  the  model  of  the  odier,  is  that  'which  we  ia^ 
liabit.  In  it  every  thing,  being  fofajeâ  to  generation  and  cor* 
raption,  dianges  and  pafles  away  inceflandy»  while  we  fmVf 
behold  die  iipages  and  fugitive  portions  of  being.  The  iiecond 
<x>ntain6  the  eiSmces  and  prototypes  of  all  vifible  objeâs,  and 
diefe  eflènces  are  real  beings^  fince  diey  are  immutable.  Two 
longs,  one  of  whom  is  the  fervant  and  flave  of  die  other,  dif« 
fnfe  their  fjdendours  in  thefe  two  worlds.  In  dse  expanfe  of 
keaven  die  fun  £fclofes  and  perpetuates  the  objefb  which  he 
venders  vifible  to  our  eyes.  From  the  moft  exalted  part  of 
the  intdleâual  world,  die  fupreme  good  produces  and  prefervea 
the  eftnces  which  he  renders  intelligible  to  our  fouls  \  The 
fun  enlightens  us  with  his  light,  the  fupreme  good  by  his 
trudi  ;  and  as  our  eyes  have  a  diftind  perception  when  they 
are  fixed  on  bodies  which  receive  the  light  of  day,  in  the  fame 
manner  our  fool  acquires  real  knowledge  when  it  confiders 
beings  which  refleâ:  the  truth. 

But  would  you  know  how  much  the  light  which  illumes 
diefe  two  worlds  differs  in  fplendour  and  beauty  ?  Imagine  a 
profound  cavern,  in  which  are  men,  who  from  their  infancy 
have  been  fo  loaded  with  heavy  chains  that  they  are  unable  to 
move  from  the  place  in  which  they  are,  or  to  behold  any  ob^ 
jeâs  but  thofe  before  their  faces  '«  Behind  them,  at  a  certain 
diftance,  is  placed,  on  a  height,  a  fire,  which  difiufes  a  feeble 
light  through  the  cavern.    Between  this  fire  and  the  captives 


^  Id.  ibid  p.  509.  .  I      ''Id.  ibid,  lib*  7.  p.  514. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  50S. 
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is  a  wall,  along  which  perfons  go  and  come^  fome  in  filettce» 
others  converfing  together,  and  holding  in  their  hands^  and 
raifing  abore  the  wall,  the  figures  of  men  or  animals,  and 
moveables  of  every  kind,  the  fliades  of  which  are  projeAed  on 
the  fide  of  the  cavern  expofed  to  the  eyes  of  the  captives,  who, 
ftruck  by  thefe  tranfient  images,  will  take  them  for  real  beings, 
and  attribute  to  them  motion,  life,  and  fpeech*'  Let  us  now 
fuppofe  that  we  take  one  of  thefe  captives  ',  and,  to  di{fipate 
his  illufion,  break  his  chains,  and  oblige  him  to  rife  and  turn 
his  head.  Aftoniflied  at  the  new  objeâs  which  pre(ent  them- 
felvcs,  he  will  doubt  their  reality,  and,  dazzled  and  hurt  by  the 
brightnefs  of  the  fire,  he  will  turn  away  his  eyes,  again  to  fix 
them  on  the  vain  phantoms  which  before  engaged  his  atten* 
lKon«  Let  us  make  him  undergo  a  new  trial  ;  let  us  force  him 
from  his  cavern,  in  defpite  of  his  cries,  his  refiftance,  and  all 
the  difficulties  which  he  has  to  encounter*  When  brought 
above  the  furface  of  the  earth,  he  will  find  himfelf  fuddenly 
overwhelmed  by  the  fplendour  of  day,  and  it  will  not  be  till 
after  frequent  trials  that  he  will  be  aUe  to  diftinguiih  ihadowa 
and  bodies,  to  view  the  ftars,  and  to  obferve  the  fun,  and  con- 
fider  him  as  the  author  of  the  feafons  and  the  fruitful  principle 
of  every  objeél  of  our  fenfes  \ 

But  what  idea  muft  he  then  entertain  of  the  praifes  he  has 
heard  given  in  his  cavern  to  thofe  who  firft  noticed  and  diftin- 
guiihed  the  ihadows  in  their  pafiage  ?  What  muft  he  think  of 
the  pride,  hatreds,  and  jealoufies  which  thofe  diCboveries  have 
excited  among  his  wretched  companions  i  A  fentiment  of  pity 
will  no  doubt  compel  him  to  fly  to  their  fuccour,  to  teach  them 
the  deception  of  their  falfe  wifdom  and  puerile  knowledge,  but 
fince,  paffing  fo  fuddenly  from  fo  great  a  light  to  fuch  profound 
obfcurity,  he  will  at  firft  be  able  to  difcem  nothing,  they  will 
raife  a  cry  againft  him,  and  never  ceafing  to  reproach  him  with 
his  blindnefS)  will  exhibit  him  as  a  terrible  example  of  the  dan« 

*  U.  ibid.  p.  515.  i      *  Id.  ibid.  p.  5i5. 
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gers  to  which  thofe  are  expofed  who  venture  into  the  fttperior 
region  ". 

Such  is  precifely  the  piâure  of  our  wretched  condition.  The 
human  race  is  buried  in  an  immenfe  cavern,  loaded  with  chains, 
and  only  able  to  difcem  and  employ  their  attention  on  unreal 
and  artificial  fhadows  \  Pieafures  here  have  only  a  painful 
conclufion  ;  the  good  mod  eagerly  purfued,  a  deceitful  fplen- 
dour  ;  virtue,  a  frail  foundation  ;  and  bodies  themfelves,  an  iU 
lufory  exiftence.  We  muft  leave  this  place  of  darknefs,  break 
our  chains,  raife  ourfelves,  by  redoubled  efforts,  to  the  Intel- 
leéfaial  world  ^,  approach  by  degrees  the  fupreme  intelligence, 
and  contemplate  his  divine  nature,  in  the  filence  of  the  fenfes 
and  the  paffions.  Then  fliall  we  fee,  that  from  his  throne  flow, 
in  the  order  of  moral  eflences,  juftice,  knowledge,  and  truth  ; 
and  in  that  of  natural,  the  light  of  the  fun,  the  productions  of 
the  earth,  and  the  exiftence  of  all  things.  No  ;  a  foul  which 
has  arrived  at  this  fublime  elevation,  which  has  once  experi- 
enced the  emotions  and  the  tmnfports  excited  by  a  view  of  the 
fupreme  good  %  will  never  again  deign  to  return  and  partake  in 
our  labours  and  our  honours  ;  or,  if  it  fhould  defcend  among 
us,  and  before  it  is  familiarized  to  our  darknefs,  be  forced  to 
explain  itfelf  on  the  real  eflence  of  juftice,  to  men  who  are  on- 
ly acquainted  with  its  phantom  \  the  novel  principles  it  muft 
teach,  will  appear  fo  abfurd,  or  fo  dangerous,  that  it  muft  either 
be  ridiculed  for  its  madnefs,  or  puniihed  for  its  temerity. 

Such,  neverthelefs,  are  the  fagea  who  (hall  be  at  the  head  of 
OUT  republic,  and  who  ihall  be  formed  by  dîaleâics.  During 
the  fpace  of  five  whole  years  dedicated  to  this  ftudy  **,  they 
(hall  meditate  on  the  nature  of  what  is  fitting,  juft,  and  true. 
Not  fatisfied  with  the  vague  and  uncertain  notions  now  taught, 
they  ihall  inveftigate  their  true  origin.  They  jhall  read  their 
duties,  not  in  the  precepts  of  men,  but  in  the  inftruâlons 


^  Id.  ibid.  p.  517. 

dc  Rep.  ^^b.  5.  p.  485. 

«  Id.  ibid. 

*  Id.  de  Rep.  ibid.  p.  5^. 

y  Id.  ibid. 

k  Id.  ibid.  lib.  7.  p.  53^^ 

*  14.  io.  Phaedr.  t. 

ili.  p.  a<o.  Id. 
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which  they  ihall  immediately  receive  from  the  moil  exaked  of 
beings.  From  the  familiar  converiations  which,  if  I  may  fo 
^ak,  they  fliall  hare  with  him,  they  fhali  derire  infallible  light 
to  difcem  the  truth,  unfliaken  firmnefs  in  the  exercife  of  juftice, 
and  that  obftinate  perfeverance  in  good,  which  nothing  can 
Tanqmih,  but  which,  in  the  end,  triumphs  over  all  things. 

But  while  thus  dofely  conneâed  with  the  Supreme  Being, 
and  living  a  true  and  real  life  ^,  they  (hall  forget  all  nature,  the 
republic,  which  poflefies  claims  on  their  virtues,  fliall  recal 
them  to  itfelf,  to  confide  to  them  miliury  employments  and 
other  funâions  fuitable  to  their  age^.  They  ihall  then  paf» 
new  trials,  till  they  have  arrived  at  their  fiftieth  year,  when  they 
(hall  be  invefted,  in  defpite  of  themfelves,  with  the  fovereign 
authority,  and  ihall  approach,  with  increaiing  fervour,  die  Su- 
preme Being,  that  he  may  guide  them  in  their  conduâ.  Thus, 
appertaining  to  heaven  by  philofophy,  and  to  earth  by  their  da* 
ties,  they  ihall  inilruâ:  and  render  happy  their  fellow  citizens. 
After  their  death  they  ihall  revive  in  their  fucceffors,  who  have 
been  trained  by  their  kilbns  and  example  (  their  grateful  coun- 
try ihall  ereâ  monuments  to  them,  and  invoke  them  as  tutelary 
genii  *. 

The  philofophers,  whom  we  ihall  place  at  the  head  of  our 
republic,  ihall  npt  then  be  idle  declaimers,  and  fophiils  defpifed 
by  the  multitude  whom  they  are  incapable  to  conduâ  ^  ;  they 
Aiall  poiTefs  great  and  vigorous  minds,  they  ihall  be  wholly  oc«- 
cupied  in  promoting  the  good  of  the  ilate,  Well  informed  in 
every  branch  of  the  adminiitration,  by  long  experience  and  the 
moit  fublime  of  theories,  and  become,  by  their  virtue  and  know- 
ledge, the  images  and  interpreters  of  the  gods  on  earth»  As 
our  republic  ihall  be  but  of  fmall  extent  *,  they  will  eafily,  at  a 
fingle  glance,  embrace  all  its  parts.  Their  authority,  fo  refped- 
able  in  itfelf,  ihall  be  fupported,  in  cafe  of  need,  by  that  body 
of  invincible  and  pacific  warriors,  who  ihall  know  no  other  am-* 


^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  6.  p.  490.  I      ^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  6.  p.  493. 

«•  Id.  ibid.  lib.  7.  p.  519  et  54c.  I      K  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  p.  413. 

^  Id.  ibil.  Î.  3- p.  41-4;  I.  7.  p.  540- I  7 
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bitk>n>  Aan  to  defend  die  laws  and  their  cojuntty^  The  peo- 
ple ilnU  find  their  happinefa  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  moderate 
bnt  certain  fortune,  the  warriors  in  their  exennptioo  from  do* 
xneftic  cares,  and  the  praifes  beftowed.  on  their  fuccefs  ^  ;  and 
the  magiftrates  in  the  pleafure  of  doing  good»  ar^l  having  the 
Supreme  Being  fer  a  witneâ  to  their  aâions. 

To  thcfc  modires,  Plato  added  another  Hill  more  powerful, 
bj  pre&nting  the  profpeâ  of  the  happinefs  and  mifery  reierved 
in  another  life  to  rice  and  virtue*  He  dwelt,  at  length,  on  the 
immortality  and  various  tranûnigrations  of  the  foul  K  He 
next  enumerated  the  efiential  defeâs  of  the  governments  al«. 
ready  eftahfiihed,  and  concluded  by  obferving,  that,  he  had  pre- 
fciifaed  nothing  concerning  the  worfhip  of  the  gods,  fince  the 
regulation  of  that  appertained  to  the  oracle  of  Delphi. 

When  he  had  ended  fpeaking»  his  difciples,  captivated  by  hi^ 
doquence,  remained  ahforbed  in  admiration  ^  but  others  of  his 
hearers  affirmed  that  he  had  raifed  an  edifice  more  fpecious 
that!  fdid  ^  and  that  his  fyflem  ought  only  to  be  confidered  as 
the  ddiriaus  ofispring  of  a  heated  imagination  and  a  virtuous 
heart.  Others  pronounced  fentence  with  ftill  more  feverity  : 
PhtD,  &id  they,  is  not  himfelf  the  author  of  his  project  ;  he 
has  borrowed  it  from  the  laws  of  Lycurgus»  and  the  writings 
of  Pythagoras,  in  which  he  has  found  almoft  the  whole  of  it"^. 
WMle  he  was  in  Sicily,  he  wiflied  to  realize  it  in  a  corner  o£ 
that  iiland  ;  but  the  younger  Dionyfms,  king  of  Syracufe,  who 
had  at  firft  granted  him  his  permii&on,  afterwards  refufcd  it 
him  \  He  appears  now  only  to  propofe  his  plan  with  reftric^ 
tions^  and  as  a  (impie  hypothefis,  but  by  declaring  more  than 
once  in  his  difcourfe,  that  it  is  poflible  to  carry  it  into  execu* 
tion  «,  he  has  fufficiently  difcovered  lus  fecret  fentiments. 


h  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  p.  395» 

i  Id.  ibirl.  lib.  5.  p.  46S. 

k  Id.  ibid.  Hb.  10.  p.  6«8. 

I  Arii^ot.  de  Rep.  Ub.  4,  ctp.  4.  t.  it. 


^  Atiftox.  tp.  Biog.   Laert.  Hb.^. 

J  37- 
"  Diogcti.  Laert.  lib»  3;  }  21I 
®  Plat,  dc  Rep.  lib.  5.  p.  471  6:472$ 

lib.  6.  p.  4p^  ;  Hb.  7.  p.  54e. 
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Formerly,  added  they,  thofe  who  fought  to  corrcô  die  fonrt 
of  government,  were  fagcs  who,  enlightened  by  their  ovm  ex* 
pcrience,  or  by  that  of  others,  knew  that  the  diforders  of  a  ftate 
are  exafperated  inftead  of  being  cured  by  too  violent  remedies  j' 
at  prefent  they  are  philofophers  who  poflefs  more  ingenuity 
than  knowledge,  and  wifh  to  inftitutc  a  government  without  de- 
fca,  and  produce  men  without  fraikies.  Hippodamus  of  Mi- 
fétus  was  the  firft  who,  without  having  had  any  part  in  the  ad- 
jniniftration  of  affairs,  projected  a  new  plan  of  a  republic  p.. 
Protagoras  *  and  other  authors  have  followed  his  example,  wha 
will  alfo  hereafter  be  imitated  by  others,  Cnce  nothing  is  fo  eafy 
as  to  invent  fyftems  to  enfure  the  happinefs  of  the  people, 
and  nothing  fo  dîfBcult  as  to  carry  them  into  execution.  Per- 
haps indeed  no  perfon  is  more  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this 
obfervation  than  Plato,  tr4io  has  never  communicated  his  pro- 
jets of  reform  to  thofe  people  who  have  requefted  them  from 
him,  though  he  has  beftowed  them  on  others  who  were  unable 
to  make  ufe  of  them  '.  He  refirfed  them  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Megalopolis  becaufe  they  would  not  confent  fo  admit  a  perfeâ 
equality  of  poffeffions  and  honours  *  ;  and  to  thofe  of  Cyrene^ 
becaufe  they  were  too  rich  to  obey  his  laws  '.  But  if  thefe 
people  had  been  fo  virtuous  and  fo  regardlefs  of  wealth  and 
diftinâlons  as  he  required,  they  would  not  have  needed  the 
afliftance  of  his  philofophy.  Yet  thefe  pretexts  did  not  prevent 
him  from  giving  his  advice  to  the  people  of  Syracufe,  when,  af- 
ter the  death  of  Dion,  they  confulted  him  on  the  form  of  go- 
vernment which  they  ihould  eftablifh  in  their  city  ".  It  is  true 
that  his  plan  was  not  followed,  though  it  was  much  more  eafy 
to  reduce  to  praâice  than  that  of  his  republic. 

It  was  thus  that  many  of  thofe  who  heard  Plato  exprefled 
themfelves,  either  from  cdnviâion  or  from  jealoufy,  concembg 
the  political  projefts  of  that  philofopher. 


P  Arlftot/de  Rep.  lib.  2.  cap.  8.  t. 
n.  p.  315. 
**  Diogen.  Laert.  .lib.  9.  }  55« 
'  Plut,  de  Fort.  Alex.  t.  li.  p.  328. 
*  Pamphil.  ap.  Diogeo.  Liert.  Ub.  3. 


5  23.  ^liao*  Var.  Hift.  lib.  2.  cap.  4». 

^  Plut,  in  Lucull.  t.  i.  p.  492.  Id  ad 
Princio.  Inert,  t.  il.  p.  779.  .£Utn» 
Var.  Hi(ï.  lib.  1 2.  cap.  30.. 

"  Plat.  Epift.  8.  t.  iii.  p.  352. 
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CHAP.   LV. 
On  tie  Commerce  tf  tbe  Atheniam^ 

The  harbour  of  the  Pir«us  is  much  frequented,  not  only  by 
Grecian  yeflbls,  but  alfo  by  thofe  of  the  nations  which  thd 
(creeks  denominate  barbarians  '  ;  and  a  ftill  greater  number, 
-would  refort  thither  if  the  republic  knew  better  to  profit  by  the 
happy  fituadon  of  the  country,  the  goodnefs  of  its  harbours,  the 
itxperiority  of  its  (hipping,  its  filver  mines,  and  the  other  ad<« 
vantages  it  poflefTes  ;  and  if  honours  were  beftowed  as  a  re- 
ward on  the  merchants  whofe  induftry  and  aâiivity  have  in- 
creafed  the  national  wealth  ^.  But  when  the  Athenians  felt  the 
neceffity  of  a  navy,  too  much  aâuated  by  the  fpirit  of  conqueft^ 
they  only  afpired  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  fea,  to  obtain  that  of 
the  land  ;  and  their  commerce  has  been  confined  to  procu];ing 
from  other  countries  the  commodities  and  produâions  neceâaiy 
to  their  fubfiftence.  ^ 

Throughout  all  Greece  the  laws  have  impofed  (hackles  on 
commerce,  and  thofe  of  Carthage  hare  fometimes  lai4  reftric- 
tions  on  the  property  of  their  colonifts.  After  the  latter  city 
had  taken  pofleiBon  of  a  part  of  Sardinia,  and  peopled  it  with 
new  inhabitants  *,  (he  forbade  them  to  fow  their  lands,  and 
commanded  them  to  exchange  the  fruits  of  their  induftry  for 
the  too  abundant  commodities  of  the  metropolis  ^.  The  Gre- 
cian colonies  are  not  held  in  the  fame  dependencei  and  are  in 
general  more  in  a  condition  to  fumifh  provifions  to  their  parent 
cities,  than  to  receire  their  fupplies  of  neceffaries  from  them. 

Plato  compares  gold  and  virtue  to  two  weights  in  a  balance, 
one  of  which  cannot  rife  unlefs  the  other  finks  ^  According  to 
this  idea,  a  city  ought  to  be  fituated  at  a  diftance  from  thé  féa. 


'  DemoÛfa.  in  Lacrit.  p.  948.  I      *  Ariftot  de  Mirab^  Aufcult.  t.  i.  p. 

^  Xenoph.  Kat«  Redit,  p.  921.  I  X'SP- 

'  Bocburt«  Geogr.  Sacr.  lib.  u  cap.  |     ^  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  8.  p.  j^fo. 
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and  neither  to  receive  too  many  nor  too  fewcommodiricsr  Brfide» 
tJiat  it  would  preferve  its  manners  uncorrupted,  it  would  require 
but  half  the  number  of  taws  which  are  ncceflary  to  other  ftates; 
for  the  more  commerce  flouriflies,  the  more  muft  thcfc  be  mul- 
tiplied*^. The  Athenians  have  a  great  number^  relative  to 
captains  of  fliipd^  merchants,  dutiea,  intereft  of  money,  and  the 
different  kinds  of  contra£);8  and  agreements  which  thej  are  con- 
tinually making  in  the  Pineus  and  widi  the  bankers. 

The  ohjcSt  of  many  of  thefe  hws  h  to  remove  and  prevent, 
as  much  as  poffible,  the  litigations  and  obftacies  whix:h  impede 
tlie  operations  of  commerce.  They  înSiâ  a  fine  of  a  dioufand 
drachmas  *,  and  fometsmes  the  punifiiment  o£  kttprifonmcnt, 
on  him  who  (hall  accufe  a  merchant  of  any  crime  whidi  be  is 
unabk  to  prove  ^.  As  merchants  (hips  keep  the  fea  only  from 
the  month  of  Munycliion  to  the  month  Boedromion  f,  aU 
caufes  relative  to  commerce  arc  only  to  be  heard  during  the 
fix  months»  which  intervene  between  the  return  of  the  veflels» 
and  their  again  leaving  port*.  To  thefe  wife  regulatiolft 
Xenophon  ha3  propofed  to  add  rewards  for  thofe  judges  wha 
fiiall  fooneft  determine  the  faits  brought  before  their  tribunal  ^* 

Tliis  jurifdiâion,  which  only  takes  cognizance  of  caufes  of  a 
commercial  kind,  is  particularly  attentive  to  the  condtiâ  of 
merchants.  Commerce  certainly  derives  more  advantage  from 
thofe  who  lend)  than  from  thofe  who  borrow  ;  and  I  have  ficen 
a  citizen,  the  fon  of  an  Athenian,  who  had  commanded  armies, 
punifhed  with  death,  becaufe,  having  bonowed  great  fums,  he 
had  not  furniflied  fufficient  fecurities  K 

As  Attica  produces  but  little  com,  the  exportation  of  it  is 
prohibited  \  and  thofe  who  fetch  it  from  diftant  countries  arc 


^  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  &.  t.  ti.  p.  843. 

•  ^olmesfj;!.  los.) 

d  Orat.  in  Theocr.  ap.  Demofth.  p.r 

f  In  the  Metonic  cycle  the  month 
Munychion  began  nt  the  fooneft  on  the 
28th  of  March  of  the  Jalian  year,  and 
the  naonth  Boedromion  on  the  23d  of 
Auguft  ;  fo  that  the  flups  kept  the  lea 


from  the  beginning  af  April  to  the  end 
of  September. 

*  Demofth.  in  Apat.  p,  ç^f,    Pctr 
Leg.  AtT.  p.  4»3. 

*  Xenoph.  Rat.  Redit,  p.  pal. 
K  Demofth.  in  Phorm.  p.  ^7. 

^  Ulp.  in  Orat.  Demoftl»^  adv-  Ti- 
mber, p.  ^22, 
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foibidden,  under  rigorous  penalties,  to  carry  it  to  any  other 
market  but  tliat  of  Athens  K  A  great  <}uantlty  is  brought  from 
Egypt  and  Sicily  S  and  a  ftill  greater  from  Panticapxum  and 
^Tbeodofia»  cities  of  the  Cherfonefus  Taurica,  becaufe  the  fovc- 
reign  of  that  country,  the  mailer  of  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorusi 
has  exempted  the  Athenian  vefTels  from  paying  the  duty  of  the 
thirtieth,  which  he  levies  on  tl^e  exportation  of  that  commodity* 
In  confequence  of  this  privilege,  they  trade  in  preference  to  the 
Cimmerian  Bofphorus,  from  which  Athens  receives  annually 
four  hundred  thoufand  medimni  of  com  ^ 

They  import  from  Panticapseum,  and  the  different  coalls  of 
the  Euxine  fea,  timber  for  building,  flaves,  fait,  honey,  wax, 
wool,  leather,  and  goat-fkins  ^  *  ;  from  Byzantium,  and  fome 
otiher  parts  of  Thrace  and  Macedonia,  falt-fifh  and  wood  "  ; 
from  Phyrgia  and  Miletus,  carpets,  coverlets  for  beds,  and  the 
fine  wool  of  which  they  make  their  cloths  o  ;  from  the  iflands 
of  the  ^gean  fea,  wine,  and  the  various  kinds  of  fruits  which 
they  produce  ;  and  from  Thrace,  Theffaly,  Phrygia,  and  many 
other  countries,  a  great  number  of  flaves. 

Oil  is  the  only  commodity  which  Solon  has  permitted  them 
to  exchange  for  foreign  merchandife  ^  :  the  exportation  of  all 
4ie  other  produâions  of  Attica  is  prohibited  i  nor  is  it  permit- 
ted to  carry  out  of  the  country,  without  paying  heavy  duties  ', 
the  timber  of  the  fir,  die  cyprefs,  the  plane,  and  other  trees 
which  grow  in  the  environs  of  Athens. 

,The  Athenians  find  a  great  refource  for  their  commerce  in 
their  filver  mines.     As  feveral  ftates  praâice  the  debafing  of 


t  Demofth.  in  Laciit.  p.  951$.  Id.  in 
Fhorm.  p.  945.  Liban,  in  Demolth.  adv. 
llieocr.  p.  848. 

k  Demofth.  adv.  DionyC  p.  xiaa. 

'  Id.  in  Leptin.  p.  545. 

"^  Id.  in  Lacrit-  p.  953  et  954.  Id. 
in  Phorm.  p.  941.  Polyb.  lib.  4.  p. 
306, 

*  The  fame  trade  ftiU  Tabfifts.  A 
great  aaantity  of  falt-fifh,  corn,  leather, 
wool,  etc.  are  annually  exported  from 
Caffa  (the  a&cieot  Thcodofia}  and  the 


environs  (Voyag,  de  Chardin,  t.  i.  p. 
108  et  117). 

^  Thucyd.  lib.  4.  cap.  T08.  Thco- 
phr.  Hift.  Plant,  lib.  5.  cap.  3.  p.  ic6. 
A  then.  lib.  3.  p.  1x7  et  120. 

°  Ariftoph.  in  Av.  v.  493.  Id.  in 
Lyfîftr.  v.  730,  Id.  in  Ran.  v.  549. 
Spanh.  ibid. 

P  Piut.  in  Solon,  t.  i.  p.  91. 

^  Theophr.  CharaA.  cap.  23.  Ca- 
faub.  ibid.  p.  x6o. 
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their  coin,  the  money  of  Athens,  in  greater  eftipiation  than  that 
of  other  countries,  procures  them  an  advantageous  exchange  f. 
In  general  they  purchafe  wine  in  the  iflands  of  the  .£gean  fea, 
or  on  the  coafts  of  Thrace  j  for  it  is  principally  by  means  of 
this  commodity  that  they  traffic  with  the  people  who  inhabit 
the  borders  of  the  Euxine  fea'.  The  tafte  confpicuous  in  the 
works  of  their  artifts  renders  the  produftions  of  their  indurfty 
every  where  in  great  requeft.  They  export  to  diftant  countries 
fwords,  and  arms  of  different  kinds,  clotlis,  beds,  and  various 
utenlils.    Books  themfelves  are  with  them  an  article  of  trade  ^. 

They  maintain  correfpondents  in  almoft  all  the  places  to 
which  they  are  attraôed  by  the  hope  of  gain  5  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  many  of  the  ftates  of  Greece  appoint  agents  at  Athens 
to  fuperintend  the  interefts  oC  their  trade  ". 

Thofc  foreigners  who  have  fettled  at  Athens  may,  after  hav- 
pg  p^d  the  tax  impofed  on  them,  buy  and  fell  in  the  public 
market  *  ;  but  all  other  ftrangcrs  muft  expofe  their  merchan- 
dife  to  fale  in  the  Piraeus.  And  that  corn  may  not  rife  above 
its  ordinary  price,  which  is^  five  drachmas  the  medimnus  '  *, 
every  citizen  is  prohibited,  uijder  pain  of  death,  from  buying 
above  a  certain  quantity 'f.  The  fame  punifhment  is  de- 
nounced againft  the  infpeftors  of  corn  if  they  neglcil  to  pre- 
vent a  menopoly  •  ;  a  praâice  at  all  times  v  forbidden  to  indivi- 
duals, but  in  fome  places  employed  by  the  government  to  aug- 
ment its  revenues  **, 

The  greater  part  of  the  Athenians  employ  their  money  in 
trade  \  but  they  are  not  permitted  to  lend* it  for  any  place  but 


'  Dcmofth.  in  Tiroocr.  p.  805.  Polyb. 
Excerpt.  Leg.  p.  833  et  842.  Xenpph. 
Rat.  Redit,  p.  pai.' 

*  Dcmofth.  in  Lacrit.  p,  249  ct  954. 
Polyb.  lib.  4.  p.  306. 

*  Xenoph.  Expcd.  Cyr.  lib.  7.  p.  412. 
"  Demofth.  in  Callip,  p.  lopp. 

^  Id.  in  Eubul.  p.  887. 
7  Id.  in  Fhorro.  p.  946. 

*  Five  drachmas,  4.  liv.  lo.  f.  (3s. 
^d.)  The  medimnus  was  above  four  of 


our  buihels  (Goguet,  de  TOrigine  des 
Lots,  &c.  t.  iii.  p.  266), 

'*  Lyf.  iu  Dardan.  p.'38S.  Pet.  Leg. 
Att.  p.  420. 

f  The  text  of  Lyfias  has  witréiip^m 
poçfùh^  which  may  be  rendered  fitty 
baikets  ;  it  i»  a  meafure  the  exaâ  ▼&• 
lue  of  which  is  not  known.  4 

^  Lyf.  in  Dardan,  p.  39a. 

h  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  Ub.  x.  cap.  zr.  It 
ii.  p.309. 
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Athens  ^.  They  receive  an  intereft  for  tfie  ufe  of  it,  which  is 
not  fixed  by  the  laws,  but  ftipulated  in  a  contraâ,  depofited 
either  in  the  hands  of  a  banker  ^  ^  or  fome  friend  to  both  parties. 
If,  for  inftance,  a  voyage  is  to.be  made  to  the  Cimmerian  Bof- 
^horus,  the  inftrument  fpecifies  the  time  of  the  departure  of 
the  veflbl,  the  kind  of  commodities  with  which  ihe  is  to  be 
freighted,  the  fale  which  is  to  be  made  of  tliem  in  the  Bofphorus, 
and  the  merchandife  which  fhe  is  to  bring  back  to  Athens  ^: 
and  as  the  duration  of  the  voyage  is  uncertain,  fome  agree  that 
their  money  ihall  not  be  payable  till  the  return  of  the  veflel  ; 
whîie  others,  more  timid,  and  contented  with  a  lefs  profit,  re- 
ijuire  that  it  (hall  be  repaid  at  the  Bofphorus,  immediately  after 
the  fale  of  the  goods  carried  out  ^  ;  in  which  cafe  they  cither 
themfelves  repair  to  the  place  where  they  are  to  receive  it,  or 
iend  thither  fome  perfon  in  whom  theyx:an  confide,  and  whom 
they  empower  to  aél  for  them  ». 

The  lender  has  his  fecurity  either  on  the  merchandife  or  the 
^oods  of  the  borrower  *»  ;  but  as  the  dang«;rs  of  the  fea  are  in 
part  rifeed  by  the  former  >,  and  the  profit  of  the  latter  may 
J>e  very  confiderable,  the  intereft  of  money  thus  lent  may  rife 
as  high  as  thirty  per  cent,  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  length 
and  hazards  of  the  voyage  K 

The  ufury  of  which  I  have  fpoken  is  known  by  the  name  of 
maritime  j  that  called  landed  is  more  opprefiive  and  no  lefs  va<- 
nablc* 

Thofe  who,  without  riflcing  the  dangers  of  the  fea,  wifii  to 
derive  profit  from  their  money,  lend  it  to  bankers  or  other  per- 
fons,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum  ^  ;  or  rather  one 
per  cent,  for  every  new  moon  ".  But  as  the  laws  of  Solon  do 
not  prohibit  thofe  who  have  money  from  demanding  the  mofl: 


^  Bemofth.  in  Lacrit.  p.  ^57. 

A  Id.  in  Phorm.  p.  941. 

^  Id.  in  Lacrit.  p.  949. 

f  Id.  io  Phorm.  p.  943* 

f  Id.  ibid.  p.  944. 

J?  Id.  in  Lacrit.  p.  950. 951,  Sec. 

4  jd.  inPhorn).  p.  94*  et  944. 


^  Id.  ibid.  p.  943.  Id.  in  Lacrit.  p. 
949.  Id.  in  Fantsen.  p.  98S. 

1  Id.  in  Apbob.  p.  900.  Id.  in  Pan- 
ten,  p.  988.  u£fchiti.  in  Ctefiph.  p.  444. 

^  Arittoph.  in  Nub.  ▼.  17.  Schoi. 
ibid.  Duport.  in  Theophr.  C3ianiâ« 
cap.  ro.  p.  349. 
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extravagant  intereft  for  it  °,  fome  peribns  ^  receive  move  than 
fucteen  per  cent,  monthly  p,  and  others,  dpecially  among  the 
lower  clafles  of  people,  exa£k  crby  day  the  quarter  of  the  prin- 
cipal *>•  Thefe  extortions  are  not  conceaied,  and  cannot  be  pu- 
nifliedy  except  by  the  public  opinion,  which  condemns  S  but 
does  not  fufiicientiy  defpife,  thofe  who  are  guilty  of  them. 

Commerce  xncreafes  the  circulation  of  wealdi,  and  this  cir- 
culation has 'given  birth  to  the  occupation  of  bankers,  which 
facilitates  it  ftill  more.  A  perfon  who  is  about  to  nutke  a 
voyage,  or  who  fears  to  keep  by  him  too  great  a  fam  of  money, 
lodges  it  in  the  hands  of  thefe  bankers,  fometimes  only  as  a 
truft,  and  without  requiring  any  intereft  ;  and  fometimes  on 
condition  of  iharing  widi  them  the  profit  it  ihall  firoduce  *. 
They  advance  money  to  generals  who  go  to  take  on  them  the 
command  of  armies  S  or  other  individuals  who  ftand  in  need  of 
their  af&ftance. 

In  the  greater  part  of  bai^ains  made  with  diem  no  witnefs  is 
required  ^.  They  content  themfelves  with  entering  in  a  regit 
ter  that  fuch  a  perfon  has  depofited  in  their  hands  fuch  a  fum, 
which  they  muft  repay  to  fuch  another,  if  the  former  fliould 
happen  to  die  *,  It  would  fometimes  be  very  difficult  to  prove 
that  they  have  received  a  fum  of  money  were  they  to  deny  it  ; 
but  if  they  (hould  expofc  themfelves  to  fuch  a  charge  more  than 
once,  they  would  lofc  the  confidence  of  the  public,  on  which 
depends  their  fuccefs  in  the  bufinefs  in  which  they  have  en- 
gaged y. 

By  employing  the  money  depofited  in  dieir  hands,  and  lend- 
ing it  at  a  greater  intereft  than  they  are  to  pay  for  it  *,  they  amafe 
pcheSft,  which  gain  them  friends,  whofe  proteâion  they  pur- 


**  Ljf.  in  Thcomn.  p.  179. 

^  Plat,  de  R'p.  lib.  8.  r.  ii.  p.  255. 

P  Pet.  Lcjj,  Alt.  p.  403, 

<>  Theophr.  Chartd.  cap.  6,  Ca- 
faub.  ibid. 

''  Deinofth.  in  Panian.  p.  994,  A- 
riftot.  de  Rçp.  iib.  1.  cap.  10. 

•  Herald.  Acimadvcr.  in  Salmaf.  p^ 
178  ct  i8s, 


^  Dcmofth.  in  Timoth.  p.  1074. 

^  Iiocr.  in  I'rapt-z.  f.  ii.  p.  449. 

^  Demofth.  in  Gatiip.  p.  1098. 

y  Ifocr.  »".  C'ran'Z  p.  458.  0e- 
mofth.  in  PUorm.  p.  965, 

2  Herald.  Aniinadv.  in  Salmaf.  p« 
t8z. 

^  DemoAh.  in  Pfaorm.  p,  959  tt  s^^* 
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diafe  by  affiduous  ferviccs*'.  But  all  is  loft  when,  unable  to 
call  in  their  money,  they  are  incapable  of  fuifiUing  their  «n* 
gagenents  ^  They  are  then  obliged  to  conceal  tfaemfelves  ^^ 
and  can  only  efcape.  the  feverity  of  iuftice  by  furrendering  all 
their  remaining  property  to  their  creditors  ^ 

Thofe  who  wiih  to  exchange  foreign  money,  as  darica,  cyxi- 
ceni,  &c.  for  theie  are  current  in  commerce  ^,  apply  to  the 
bankers  ^^  who,  by  diffisrent  means,  as  the  touchftonc  and  the 
balance,  examine  whether  they  are  not  adulterated  or  de&cieat 
in  weight  \ 

The  money  of  the  Athenians  is  of  three  kinds.  It  appears 
chat  they  firft  corned  filver,  and  afterwards  gold.  It  is  only 
within  this  century,  that  they  have  made  ufe  of  copper  for  that 
purpofe'. 

The  filrer  coins  are  the  moft  common.  ^  It  has  been  found 
necefiary  to  have  them  of  different  values,  for  the  pay  of  the 
troops,  which  frequently  varies  ;  for  the  bounties  from  time  to 
time  granted  to  the  people,  and  for  the  convenience  of  trade* 
Above  the  drachma  ^,  confiiling  of  fix  obeli,  is  the  didnujima, 
or  double  drachma,  and  the  tetradrachma,  or  quadruple  drach- 
ma ;  below,  are  the  pieces  of  four,  three,  and  two  oboii,  after 
whidi  come  the  obelus,  and  the  femi-obolus^f.  The  latter, 
though  of  fmall  vaIue,'not  being  fufficiently  convenient  for  the 
dealings  of  the  common  people,  copper  money  was  coined  a- 
bout  the  beginning  of  the  Peloponnefian  war  *,  and  pieces  of 
diat  metal  were  ilruck,  which  were  not  worth  more  than  the 
eight  part  of  an  obolus°^  |. 


i>  Ifocr.  in  Trapes,  p.  449. 

^  Demofth.  in  Timotb.  p.  10S3. 

à  Id^  in  Apat.  p.  934. 

*  Id.  in  Phorm.  p.  ^66. 

f  Lyf.  in  Eratoftb.  p.  194. 

t  Meoand.  ap.  Pbrynich.  Eclog.  p. 
79a.  Lyûas,  ap.  Poll.  lib.  7.  cap.  33. 
i  170,  Thcocr.  Idyll,  i^.  v.  37.  Poll. 
Lib.  3.  cap.  9.  J  84.  Herald.  Animadv. 
iaSaimaf.  p.  176  et  177. 

'  rheocr.  ibid.  Lyfios  in  Theonin.  p. 
279.  Lacian  in  Hermot.  t.  i.  p.  810. 
Poil.  ibid.     Hefych.  ia  A^yu^iy*  et  in 


i  Gorfin.  fa(K  Attk.  t.  ii.  p<  214. 

•  IS  fols  (9d.) 

^  Poll.  lib.  9.  cap.  6,  $  61. 

t  12  fols  (6d.\  9  fol5  (4id.),  6  fois 
(3d.),  3  fols  (tid.),-lS  deniers  (Jd.) 

i  Ariftoph.  in  £cclef.  v.  810.  Id.  ia 
Ran.  V.  737.  Schol.  ct  Spanh.  ibid, 
Callitn.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  15.  cap-  3.  p. 
66g,  Spanh.  in  Nub.  Ariûoph.v.  S6i. 
Coffin.  Faft.  Attic,  t.  ▼.  p.  119  et  alii.  < 

»  Phiiem.  ap.  Poll.  1.  p.  cap.  6,  {  6$, 

t  4^  deniers  (three-fourths  of  a  far* 
thing.) 
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The  largeft  piece  of  gold  weighs  two  drachmas^  and  is  worth 
twenty  filTer  «drachmas  °  *. 

Gold  was  very  fcaree  in  Greece  when  I  firft  arrived  in  that 
country.  It  was  brought  from  Lydia,  and  fome  other  parts  of 
Ada  Minor  j  from  Macedoma»  where  the  peafants  daily  colleâed 
the  fmall  pieces  which  the  rains  wafhed  down  from  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains  ^  )  and  from  the  ifland  of  Thafos,  the  mines 
of  which,  formerly  difcovered  by  the  Phoenicians,  dill  exhibit 
proofs  of  the  immenfe  labours  formerly  undertaken  by  that  in- 
duftrious  people  p, 

'  In  certain  cities,  a  part  of  this  precious  metal  is  employed 
for  the  fabrication  of  money,  and  almoft  every  where  it  is  ufed 
to  make  omanyents  for  the  women,  and  offerings  to  the  gods. 

Two  events  which  happened  while  I  was  in  Greece,  render- 
ed gold  more  common.  Philip  king  of  Macedon,  having  been 
informed  that  there  were  in  his  dominions  gold-mines  that  had 
anciently  been  worked,  but  fince  abandoned,  caufed  thofe  near 
Mount  Pangaeus  to  be  opened  ^«  The  fuccefs  of  this  imder- 
takirig  exceeded  his  moft  fanguine  expeâations  ;  and  that  prince, 
who  before  pofleflëd  no  gold  but  a  fmall  phial,  which  he  placed 
every  night  under  his  pillow',  drew  annually  from  thefe  mines 
more  than  a  thoufai^d  talents  *  f .  At  the  fame  time  the  Pho- 
cians  carried  off  from  the  treafure  at  Delphi  the  golden  offerings 
which  the  kings  of  Lydia  had  fent  to  the  tempIe^^tApollo  S  and 
the  quantity  of  that  métal  in  Greece  was  foon  lo  much  increaf- 
<5d,  that  its  proportion  to  fdver  was  no  longer  one  to  thirteen, 
as  it  had  been  a  century  before  ",  nor  one  to  twelve,  as  it  was 
fome  time  after  ^,  but  only  one  to  ten  7. 


n  Hefych.  in  X^ur. 

•  IS  livres  (  15  ihillings). 

®  Thucyd.  UV.  4.  cap.  105^  Ariftot. 
t.  i.  p.  1153.    Strab-  lib.  7.  p.  331. 

P  Herodot.  lib.  6,  cap.  4^  et  47. 
Thucyd.  lib.  i.  ca^.  ico.  Plut,  in  Cim. 
t.i.p.487. 

*ï  Senec.  Qugeft.  Nat.  lib.  5.  p.  773. 
Strab.  lib.  7.  p.  331. 

'  ^hex^  lib.  6L  cap.  4,  p.  231. 


•  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  413, 

f  Above  i,40o,cco  livres  (above 
58,000  1.) 

f  Athen.  ib^d.  p.  232.  Diod.  Sic. 
lib.  14.  p.  455. 

"  Herodot.  lib.  3,  cap.  95. 

*  Plat,  in  Hipparcb.  t.  ii.  p.  23I. 

^  Mecfiiid.  ap.  PolL  lib.  9.  cap.  ^. 
{75. 
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CHAP.    LVI. 

Of  the  Taxes  and  Finances  of  the  Athenians» 

X  HE  revenues  of  the  republic  of  Athens  have  fometîmes  a* 
mounted  to  the  fum  of  two  thoufand  talents  *  *  :  and  thefe  re- 
venues arc  of  two  kinds  ;  thofe  which  are  raifed  in  the  country 
itfelf,  and  thofe  that  are  drawn  from  tl\C,  tributary  cities  and 
ftates. 

In  the  firft  clafs  are  to  be  enumerated,  ift,  The  produQ:  of 
the  houfes,  lands,  and  woods  appertaining  to  the  republic,  and 
which  it  farms  out  for  a  certain  fum  ■• 

2d,  The  twenty-fourth  which  it  referves  to  itfelf  from  the 
filver  mines  when  permiflion  to  work  them  is  granted  to  indivi- 
duals^. 

3d,  The  annual  tribute  received  from  frcedmen  and  the  ten 
thoufand  foreigners  fettled  in  Attica  *^. 

4th,  The  fines  and  confifcations,  the  greater  of  which  go  to 
the  treafury  of  the  ftate  **. 

5th,  The  fifth  levied  on  the  com  and  other  merchandife  im- 
ported*, as  alfo  on  feveral  commodities  which  are  exported 
from  the  Piraeus  ^  *. 

6th,  A  number  of  other  taxes  of  lefs  importance  *,  fuch  as 
thofe  paid  by  certain  commodities  expofcd  to  fale  in  the  mar- 
ket ^  and  that  levied  on  fuch  as  keep  courtefans  in  their 
houfes  ^ 


*  Aridopb.  in  Vefp.  v.  685. 

•  10,800,000  livres  (45#,ooo  1.) 

^  Andocid.  de  Myfter.  p.  12.  Xenoph. 
Rat  Redit,  p.  g%6,  Demofth.  in  £u. 
^alid.  p.  891. 

b  Suid.  in  A/^.  ^tr«X. 

^  Harpocrat.  in  A!ir«/«. 

d  Demoftb.  in  Timocr.  p.  791.  Id. 
in  Macart.  p.  1039.    Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p. 

•39  Î- 

^  Demoftb.  in  Neser.  p.  8^5.    Id.  in 

Lzcrlt.   p.  952.      Etymol.  Magn,  in 


TtxfrfiKtÊt, 

t  Theopbr.  Çharaél.  cap.  23.  Ga. 
faub.  ibid.  p.  160.  Donat.  in  Terent. 
Pborm.  V.  ico. 

t  See  note  at  tbe  end  of  the  volume. 

*  Ariftoph.  in  Ecclef.  v.  809.     Poll.  • 
lib.  S.  cap.  10.  $  132. 

^  Demoftb.  in  Eubulid.  p.  887. 

i  ^fcbin.  in  Timarch.  p.  278.  Poll, 
lib.  7.  cap.  33.  j  aoi  ;  lib.  9.  cfp.  5. 
§29. 
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The  greater  part  of  thcfe  duties  are  fanned.  They  are  put 
up  by  auâion,  in  a  public  place,  in  the  prefence  of  ten  ms^- 
ftrates,  who  receive  the  different  ofFers,  and  affign  thenti  to  the 
beft  bidder  L  I  once  had  the  curiofity  to  be  prefent  at  a  meet- 
ing of  this  kind,  and  obferved  the  conduâ  of  the  feveral  conv 
petitors.  Some  endeavoured  to  deter  their  rivals  by  threats, 
others  to  footh  them  with  promifes,  while  others  diflembled 
their  union  under  the  apj^earances  of  hatreds  After  fome  of- 
fers and  flow  advances,  the  farm  was  about  to  be  continued  to 
thofe  who  had  before  held  it,  when  a  ftranger  bid  another  ta- 
lent. The  alarm  was  immediately  fpread  among  them.  They 
demanded  that  he  fhould  give  fecurities,  for  this  is  a  ncceflary 
condition.  He  gave  then),  and  as  they  could  no  longer  invent 
any  objeôion,  they  entered  into  a  fecret  négociation  with  him, 
and  ended  by  afTociatiug  him  with  themfelves  *^. 

The  farmers  of  the  duties  muft,  before  the  ninth  month  of 
the  year,  remit  the  fum  ftipulated  to  the  receivers  of  the  reve- 
nue. When  they  fail  in  their  engagements,  they  arc  thrown  in- 
to prifon,  condemned  to  pay  double,  and  deprived  of  a  part  of 
the  privileges  of  citizens,  till  they  have  difcharged  the  debts 
due  to  the  ftate.  Their  fecurities  are  expofed  to  the  (ame  pe- 
nalties *. 

The  fécond  and  principal  branch  of  the  revenues  of  the  ftate 
confifts  in  the  tributes  which  are  paid  by  a  number  of  cities  and 
iflands  dependent  oi>  it  °^.  Its  claims  of  this  kind  are  founded 
on  the  abufe  of  power.  After  the  battle  of  Plat«a  %  the  con- 
querors having  refolvcd  to  revenge  on  Pcrfia  the  infults  offered 
to  Greece,  the  inhabitants  of  the  iflands  who  had  entered  into 
the  league,  agreed  to  fet  apart  every  year  a  confiderable  fum  to 
defray  the  expences  of  the  war.  The  Athenians,  who  were  to 
receive  the  money,  coUeûed,  in  different  places,  four  hundred 


Ï  Harpocr.  ct  Said,  in  Xl^Xur.  Poll. 
Kb.  8.  cap.  9.  §  99. 

k  Andocid.  de  Myfter.  p.  17.  Plut. 
in  Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  193. 

1  UipiaxT*  is  Orat*  Demollb*  ndy. 


Timocr.  p.  8xa. 

"*  Ariftopb.  in  Vcfp.  v.  7©^ 

»  Thucyd.  lib.  i.  cap.  19  ct  96,  Plat. 

in  Ariftid.  t.  i.  p.  333.  Nep.  in  Ariflid. 

cap.  3.    Paùfan.  tib.  8.  p.  705. 
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and  fizty  talents  *,  which  they  kept  untouched  fo  long  as  thef 
had  not  a  decided  fuperiority  j  but  when  their  power  increafedy 
they  changed  the  gratuitous  contributions  of  the  allied  cities 
into  an  humiliating  exaâion,  impofing  on  fome  the  obligation 
to  fumiih  fliips  whenever  they  ihould  be  called  on  ^,  and  do» 
manding  of  others  the  annual  tribute  to  which  they  had  for- 
merly fubjeâed  themfeWes.  They  taxed  their  new  conquefts 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  the  fum  total  of  the  foreign  contribi»» 
ttona  amounted,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Peloponnedan  war,  to 
fix  hundred  talents  ^  f  ,  and  towards  the  middle  of  the  £inie  - 
war,  to  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  ^.  During  my  (lay  in 
Greece  the  conquefts  of  Philip  had  reduced  this  fumr  to  four 
hundred  talents,  but  the  Athenians  flattered  themfelves  they 
(hould  again  be  able  one  day  to  advance  it  to  twelve  hun«» 
dred  '  p 

Thefe  revenues,  confiderable  as  diey  are,  are  not  fuiBcient  to 
defray  the  expences  of  the  ftate  '  3  recourfe  is  frequently  oblig- 
ed to  be  had  to  free  gifts  and  forced  contributions. 

*  Sometimes  the  fenate  declares  to  the  general  afllembly  the 
prefling  neceffities  of  the  ftate  $  on  hearing  which,  fome  endea^ 
Tour  to  make  their  efcape,  and  others  keep  a  profound  filence^ 
while  the  reproaches  of  the  people  force  them  to  blufli  either 
for  their  avarice  or  their  poverty.  At  length  others  declare 
aloud  the  fum  they  are  willing  to  contribute  to  the  fervice  of 
the  republic,  and  receive  fuch  applaufes  that  the  merit  of  their 
generofity  may  be  doubted  ^ 

Sometimes  each  of  the  ten  tribes,  and  all  the  citizens  that 
compofc  it,  are  taxed  in  proportion  to  their  property,  fo  that 
an  individual  who  has  pofleiBons  within  the  diftriâ:s  of  differ- 
ent tribes  muft  pay  in  feveral  places  »*.     The  colleâion  of  this 


•  «,484,000  lme$  (103,500 1.) 

•  Thucyd.  lib*  6.  cap.  85  ;  lib«  7,  cap. 

'  Id.  lib.  4.  cap.  13.  Plat,  in  Ariftid. 

t.i-^333•.       .        , 
f  3,240,000  livres  (135,000 1.) 
^  Andocid.  de  Face,  p<  94.    Plut. 

ibid. 


'  Plut.  t.  îi.  p.  84a. 

I  6,480,000  livres  (27«,oool.  See 
note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

*  Demofth.  m  Timocr.  p.  788. 

'  Theophr,  Charaâ.  cap.  2a.  Cafaubw 
ibid.  p.  X55.  Plttt.  ia  Alclb.  t.  i.  p. 
X95. 

V  Demofth^  in  Poircl.  p,  it85. 
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tix  is  often  attended  with  great  difficulties.    At  firft  the  per* 
fon  who  failed  in  his  payment  might  be  imprifoned  ;  but  this 
praâiçe  was  aboliihed,  as  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the  govern- 
ment.    In  general  time  is  allowed,  and  when  that  is  expired, 
the  goods  are  feized  and  fold  by  auâion  '. 
.   Of  all  the  branches  of  public  expenditure,  the  maintenance 
of  the  navy  b  certainly  the  moft  heavy.     It  is  ncit  long  fince 
two  or  three  rich  individuals  fitted  out  a  galley  at  their  joint 
expence  ^.     A  law  was  afterwards  ena£bed,  that  (till  fubfifted 
at  the  time  of  my  arrival  in  Greece,  which,  according  to  the 
number  of  the  tribes,  divided  into  ten  clafles,  of  a  hundred  and 
twenty  perfons  each,  all  the  citizens  who  poflefied  lands,  ma- 
nufaâories,  or  money  employed  in  trade,  or  placed  in  the 
hands  of  bankers.     As  thefe  divided  among  them  almoft  all  the 
riches  of  Attica,  they  were  obliged  to  pay  all  the  taxes,  and  e- 
fpecially  to  maintain  and  increafe,  in  cafe  of  need,  the  naval 
force  of  the  republic.     Each  of  them  being  only  obliged  to 
fumifh  his  contingent  every  other  year  *,  the  twelve  hundred 
perfons  liable  to  contribute   were  fubdivided  into  two  great 
cbfles  of  fix  hundred  each,  of  which  three  hundred  were  richer 
than  the  othier  three  hundred.     The  former  were  anfwerablc 
for  the  latter,  and  made  advances  in  cafes  of  emergence  *. 

When  an  armament  was  to  be  fitted  out,  each  of  the  ten 
tribes  levied  in  its  diftridl  the  fame  number  of  talents  as  there 
were  galleys  to  be  equipped,  and  demanded  tliem  from  the 
fame  number  of  companies,  compofed  fometimes  of  fixteen 
perfons  liable  to  contribute**.  Thefe  fums,  when  coUeâed, 
were  diftributed  to  the  trierarchs,  or  captains  of  the  fliips  S 
two  of  which  were  appointed  to  each  galley,  and  ferved  fix 
months  each  <*.  They  were  to  provide  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the 


'  Thucyd.  lib.  3.  cap.  18.  Demofth. 
in  Androt.  p.  705  et  707.  Id.  in  Ti- 
mocr.  p.  798. 

y  Lyf.  in  Polyeuch.  p.  327.  Demofth. 
in  Mid.  p.  6a8. 

*  Ifttuf  de  Sacceff.  ApoIIod.  p,  67, 
Beroolth.  in  Leptin.  p.  543.  Id.  ia  Po- 
lycl.  paipm.  Pet.  I^g.  Att.  p.  %j^ 

4 


*  Demofth.  de  ClaflT.  p.  135.    Id.  i» 
Phœnip.  p.  1023.     Ulpiao.  iu  Olyatb. 

«•  P-  33. 

b  Id  de  Cor.  p.  490. 

*^  Id.  in  Mid.  p.  6z8.    Ulpian.  ibid, 
p.  tfXa. 

^  Id-  in  PolycL  p.  1089  ct  1093, 6tc. 
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';  for.  In  general^  the  republic  only  furniflied  the  rigging 
and  ËiîJors  ^. 

The  arrangement  which  I  have  defcribed  was  defeâire, 
fince  it  too  much  retarded  the  operations,  and  becaufe,  with<* 
out  baying  regard  to  the  inequality  of  fortunes,  thofe  who 
were  richeft  fometimes  did  not  contribute  more  than  one 
fiztcenth  part  to  the  fitting  out  of  a  galley;  Towards  the  latter 
years  of  my  ftay  in  Greece^  Demofthenes  procured  another  de- 
cree to  be  pafled,  which  renders  the  colleâion  of  this  tax  more 
eafy  and  equitable  ;  the  fubftance  of  it  was  as  follows  : 

Every  citizen  whofe  fortune  amounts  to  ten  talents,  muflr, 
in  cafe  of  need,  fumifli  the  ftate  with  a  galley  ;  if  he  pofiefle» 
twenty  talents,  he  fliall  fumifti  two  ;  but  however  rich  he  may 
be,  no  more  ihall  be  required  of  him  than  three  galleys  and  ar 
fhallop.  Thofe  whofe  fubftance  is  lefs  than  ten  talents  (hall 
join  to  contribute  a  galley  *- 

This  tax,  from  which  the  archons  alone  are  exempted  ',  is 
proportioned,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  the  abilities  of  the  citi- 
zens; the  weight  of  it  always  falls  on  thofe  who  are  the 
wealthieft,  and  it  is  founded  on  the  principle  that  taxes  ought 
not  to  be  laid  on  the  perfon  but  the  property  *. 

As  the  fortunes  of  fome  perfons  may  increafe  while  thofe  of 
others  diminifti,  Demofthenes  fuflered  t)ie  law  of  exchanges  to 
fubfift.  Every  year,  the  magiftrates  who  have  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  marine  department  permit  every  contributor  to  give 
information  againft  any  perfon  who  is  lefs  taxed  than  himfelf> 
though  he  has  become,  or  may  always  have  been,  more  wealthy» 
If  the  perfon  indicated  admits  the  augmentation  or  fupe- 
riority  of  his  fortune,  he  is  fubftituted  for  the  informant  in  the  ' 
lift  of  contributors  ;  if  he  does  not  admit  it,  a  trial  is  had,  and 
he  is  frequently  obliged  to  exchange  his  property  for  that  of  his 
accufer  ^, 


^  Plut,  de  Glor.  \then.  t.  ii.  p.  349. 
f  Oemoilli.  in  Mid.  p.  628. 
^  Id.  de  Cof.  p.  490. 
^  Id.  IB  Lcptia.  p*  54a 


i  IJ.  in  Androt.  p.  707. 
^  Id.  in  Phihpp.   i.  p.  52. 
Phanaip,  p.  1013  et  1017. 


Id.  ta 
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The  appointments  granted  to  the  commanders  of  the  gAlejSp 
either  by  the  government  or  their  rcfpe£kive  tribes^  would  be 
inCufficient,  did  not  their  zeal  and  emulation  fupply  the  defe£b. 
As  it  is  to  tfieir  intereft  to  diftinguilh  them&Ives  from  their  ri«« 
valsy  many  of  them  fpare  no  expence  to  procure  tlie  belt  fhips 
and  Tailors  ^  and  others  increafe,  at  their  own  expence,  the  pay 
of  their  men,  which  i$  commonly  fixed  at  three  oboli  a  day  *• 

This  emulation,  excjited  by  the  hope  of  honours  and  re- 
wards ?,  is  extremely  beneficial  in  a  (late  in  which  every  war 
neceflarily  exhaufts  the  public  treafury,  and  intercepts  the  reve- 
nues. So  long  aa  the  war  continues,  the  tributs^  cities  and 
iflands,  inceffantly  menaced  or  fubjugated  by  the  enemy,  are 
unable  to  fend  any  fuccours  to  the  republic^  aad  even  nccelfi- 
tated  to  haverecourle  to  it  for  affiftance*  In  thefe  critical  çir« 
cumftances,  its  fleets  carry  defolation  to  diftant  coafts^  and 
fometimes  return  loaded  with  plunder*  When  they  are  able, 
to  make  themfelves  mafters  of  the  (trait  of  the  Hellefpont  ^, 
they  exaâ  from  all  tlie  vefTels  which  trade  to  the  Euxine  Sea 
the  tenth  of  the  merchandise  they  carry,  and  this  refource  ha& 
more  than  once  faved  the  (late. 

The  obligation  to  furnifii  fliips  and  contributions  in  money 
ceafes  with  the  war,  but  it  is  cudomary  for  the  rich  citizens 
•  to  give  entertainments  on  certain  days  to  their  fcUow  citizens 
of  the  fame  tribe,  to  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  the  gymnafia, 
and  to  procure,  for  the  public  games,  chorufes  to  difpute  the 
prize  in  dancing  and  mufic  °.  Some  voluntarily  undertake  to 
defray  tliefe  expences  ^  others  are  appointed  by  the  choice  of 
their  tribe,  and  cannot  refufe  unkfs  they  have  obtained  an  ex- 
emption by  ferVices  which  tliey  have  rendered  the  (late  p.  Both 
have  claims  to  the  favour  of  the  people,  who  indemnify^  by 
employments  and  honours,  tliofe  who  have  ruined  tliemfelves 
to  give  fplendour  to  their  fedivals. 


I  Id.  in  PoIycL  p.  X084. 
*  9  fol»  (4id.) 

"  Lyf.  in  Man.  Accept.  Def.  p.  378. 
"  Xcnoph.  Hift.Giaec.lib.  i.  p.  430. 
Pemoft.  in  I^eptin.  p.  SA9* , 


®  Lyf.  in  Mun.  De fenf.  p,  374.  I)e- 
mofth.  in  Miàf  p.  605  et  628.  Ar- 
irum.  ejufd.  Orat  p.  601.    Harpocr.  in 

^  Demofih.  iû  Leptin.  p.  545,  $cc« 
I 
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Serera!  companies  of  officers,  dcâed  by  the  people,  arc  apr 
pointed  to  kifpeâ  the  adminHtration  of  the  finances,  and  each 
of  the  ten  tribes  names  an  officer  to  the  greater  part  of  thefe 
compsmics*  Some  of  them  ^  grant  the  farms  of  the  duties  on 
importation^  deliver  out,  at  a  certain  rate,  the  permiffions  fot 
the  forking  of  mines,  prefide  at  the  falc  of  confifcated  goods» 
ftc.  Others  enter  in  a  regifter  the  fum  that  each  citizen  mult 
contribute  in  cafes  of  urgent  neceffity  ''. 

The  diffin^cnt  fpecies  of  Revenues  are  depofited  in  fo  many 
£fitrent  tiealuries,  which  are  each  in  particular  under  the  ma-» 
nagement  of  ten  receivers  or  treafurers,  with  whom  the  fenate 
rcg«lat»  Ac  deftination  of  the  fums  received  »,  conformably 
to  the  decrees  of  the  people,  and  in  prefence  of  two  comptrol- 
lers, who  keep  a  regifter,  thç  one  in  the  name  of  the  fenate, 
and  the  other  in  behalf  of  the  adminiftrators  K 

The  receivers  of  the  public  money  keep  lifts  of  the  fums  in 
which  the  citizens  are  refpeûively  taxed  ".  They  efface,  irt 
the  prefence  of  the  fenate,  the  names  of  thofe  who  have  paid, 
and  lodge  an  information  before  one  of  the  tribunals  agalnfh 
thofe  wha  have.  not.  The  tribunal  names  inquifltors  ',  who 
are  appointed  to  profecute  the  latter  in  due  courfe  of  law,  and 
who  proceed,  in  cafe  payment  is  refiiied,  even  to  the  confifca« 
eon  of  ttMir  goods»  Recourfe  however  is  only  had  to  the  tri«- 
banals  in  cafes  of  importance  ;  on  other  occaGons  it  is  left  to 
ihe  receivers  to  terminate  tlie  difputes  which  arife  in  their  de* 
psBtmeiit'* 

The  veceiven,  into  whofe  hands  fines  are  paid,  poiTefs  the 
fingdar  right  of  revifing  the  fentences  of  the  judges,  in  the  fitft 
inftanee,  add  moderating  or  remitting  the  fine  if  they  think  it 
too  heavy  *. 


^  Harpocr.  in  n«X«r.    Poll.  lib.  8. 

'  Id.  et  £tymoI.  Magn.  m  '£r>/{ 
Pall.  lib.  9.  cap.  9.  J  103. 

*  I(].t>  Ar^Ut,  et  m  EAA9MT.  Sukl. 
»  Kir^kMT,    Poll  lib.  S.  caj».  9.   §  97» 

To/.  ///. 


■•   "'  »■'■■* 

^  III.  in  Af^yç. 

"  Id.  ct  b'uid.  in  Arêiixr.  A/iftot» 
de  Rep.  lib.  6.  cap.  8. 

*  Demoftb.  in  Timocr.  p.  775- 

y  Poll.  lib.  8.^ cap»  9.  $  97.' 

^  Lyf.  pro  MÎUt.  p*  163  ct  165.  Poll, 
ibii» 
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The  expcnces  relative  to  the  war,  and  all  the  parts*  of  the  ad- 
ininiftration^  are  afligned  on  the  different  treafuries  of  which  I 
have  juft  fpoken.  In  time  of  war,  the  laws  dîreéi  that  the  fur- 
plus  of  the  other  treafuries  (hall  be  paid  into  the  military  ^  ;  but 
a  decree  of  the  people  is  necefiary  to  change  the  ordeic  of  the 
aflignations. 

Every  year  confiderable  fums  are  depofited  in  a  treafury  fu- 
perintended  by  particular  ofiBcers,  which  are  to  be  publicly  dif- 
tributed  to  enable  the  poorer  citizens  to  pay  for  their  places  at 
the  public  fbows**.  The  people  will  not  fuflfer  this  money  to 
be  touched  *,  and  we  have  feen  tliem,  in  our  time,  decree  that 
the  punlfhment  of  death  Aioiid  be  infliâred  on  the  orator  who 
fhould  propofe  to  employ  it  in  the  fervice  of  the  ftate  when  cx- 
haufled  by  a  long  war  ^.  The  annals  of  nations  do  not  afib'rd 
a  fécond  example  of  fuch  madnefs. 


CHAP.   LVII. 

Continuation  of  the  Library. — Logic. 

Sefore  my  journey  through  the  provinces  of  Greece,  I  had 
paiTed  fcveral  days  in  the  library  of  Euclid  ;  and,  on  my  return 
to  Athens,  I  renewed  my  vifits. 

He  ihowed  me,  on  fomc  ranges  of  the  (helves,  the  works 
which  treat  on  logic  and  rhetoric,  placed  befide  each  other,  bc- 
caufe  thefe  two  fciences  are  intimately  connected  **.  .  There  are 
but  few  of  them,  faid  he,  for  it  is  only  within  about  a  century 
that  attempts  have  been  made  to  inveftigate  the  arts  of  think-, 
ing  and  fpcaking.  We  are  indebted  for  them  to  the  Greeks  of 
Italy  and  Sicily,  and  they  were  the  fruit  of  that  impulfe  which 
the  philofophy  of  Pythagoras  gave  to  the  human  mind. 


"  Deipofth.  in  Ke«r.  p.  8<5i.  i      ^  Ariflot,  de  Rhetor,  lib.  I.  cip.  f. 

<>  Harpocr.  ir.  Btmi*,  1 1.  ii.  p.  512.    Sext.  Empir.  adv.  X«ogic. 

*^  Ulpiar.  in  C.',nth.  i.  p.  I3.  Li-     lib.  7.  p.  370. 

bin.  Argum.  ejufd.  Orat.  | 
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In  juftice  to  Zeno  of  Elea,  we  ought  not  to  forget  that  he 
firft  pubiifhed  an  effay  on  logic  ^  ;  but  in  honour  of  Arlftocle, 
it  Is  our  duty  to  add,  that  he  brought  the  methods  of  reafoning 
to  fuch  perfeâion,  that  he  may  be  conHdered  as  the  inventor  of 
the  art  ^. 

Habit  teaches  us  to  compare  two  or  more  ideas,  in  order  to 
difcover  and  fliow  to  othisrs  their  connexion  or  oppofition.  This 
is  natural  logic,  and  would  be  fufficient  for  a  people  which,  de-* 
prived  of  the  faculty  of  generalizing  their  ideas,  fhould  only 
fee,  in  nature  and  civil  life,  individual  objeâs.  They  would 
be  frequently  deceived  in  their  principles,  becaufe  they  would 
be  very  ignorant  j  but  their  confequences  would  be  juft,  becaufe 
their  notions  would  be  clear,  and  always  exprefled  by  the  pro- 
per words. 

But  among  enlightened  nations,  the  human  mind,  by  exer- 
cifing  itfelf  in  generals  and  abftrââions,  has  created  an  ideal 
world,  of  which  it  is  perhaps  as  difficult  to  acquire  a  knowledge 
as  of  the  natural.  To  the  aftonifhing  number  of  perceptions 
received  by  the  fenfes,  is  added  the  prodigious  multitude  of 
combinations  formed  by  the  mind,  the  fecundity  of  which  is 
fo  great  that  it  is  impoffible  to  affign  it  limits. 

If  we  likcMnfe  confider,  that  among  the  objeéks  of  our 
thoughts,  a  very  great  number  have  fenfible  relations  which 
feem  to  identify  them,  and  flight  differences  which  in  efièâ: 
diftinguifli  them,  we  ftiall  admire  the  courage  and  fagacity  of 
thbfe  who  firft  formed  and  executed  the  defign"-  of  reducing  to 
order,  and  arranging  the  ideas  which  men  had  till  then  con- 
ceived, and  which  they  might  conceive  in  time  to  come. 

This  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  fublimeft  efforts  of  the  human 
mind  ;  it  is  at  leaft  one  of  the  greateft  difcoveries  of  which  the 
Greeks  can  boaft.  We  have  received  from  the  Egyptians,  the 
Chaldeans,  and  perhaps  from  fome  more  remote  nation,  the 
elements  of  almoft  every  fcience  and  every  art  ;  but  pofterity 


*  Diojren.   Lacrt-  in   Proœm.  }  18.  |    ,'  Ariftot.  Sophift.  Elench.  cap.  34* 
Ariit.  ap.  ctimd.  lib.  8.  {  57  ;  lib.  9>  $  I  t.  i.  p.  314. 
15.  I 
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fliall  be  indEeSted  fo  lisg  for  Azt  method»  the  happy  ardgcc  of 
which  fubjeâs  reafoning  to  rules.  Left  06  proceed  to  cali  t 
lapid  glance  over  its  principal  partSr 

There  are  things  which  we  are  contented  with  hidicating 
without  denying  or  affirming  any  thing  concerning  them.  Thuf 
i  fay  a  marij  a  horfe^  a  tnao-foated  ammal  s  there  are  others  that 
are  fignified  by  word»  whish  contain  an  affirmation  or  neg^ 
tfon. 

However  numerous  the  farmef  nay  be,  ten  dales  have  been 
invented  into  whick  they  may  be  diftributed  \  (me  amtaioing 
the  fttbftance>  and  the  others  iti  modes.  To  the  firft  of  thefi» 
are  referred  all  tubftances,  as  man^  horfi^  &c.  s  ;  to  the  fecond^ 
the  quantity»  of  whatever  nature  it  may  be»  as  the  number»  th9 
,  time»  the  extent»  &C'  '^  ^  to  the  third»  the  quality  \  and  under 
this  name  are  comprifed»  >ft,  The  &abils»  fuch  as  the  virtue» 
and  the  fciences  \  2d,  The  natural  difpofitions  which  render 
one  man  more  apt  than  another  to  certain  exerdfes  ;  3d»  Senfi- 
ble  qualities»  ^fweetnefs^  hitUmeJsy  coldy  heat,  cohurs  ;  4th,  The 
fcrm  or  figure,  as  rourtd^ /quart  *»  &c. 

The  other  clafles  contain  the  different  Unds  of  relations,  ac« 
lions»  fituations»  poffi^ffions^  &c*  in  fuch  a  manner  that  tbefc 
ten  clafies  comprife  all  beings  and  manners  of  being.  Tbey 
are  named  categories»,  or  attributes»  becaufe  nothing  can  be  at* 
tributed  to  any  fubjeâ  which  is  not  fubftance»  or  qualky»  or 
quantity»  &c. 

To  have  reduced  the  objeâs  of  our  thoughts  to  fb  finaS  a 
number  of  clafTe»  was  to  have  eflfeâed  moch»  but  more  ftill  re« 
mained  to  be  done.  If  we  attentively  examine  each  category» 
we  ihall  foon  perceive  that  it  is  fdceptible  of  a  multitude  of 
(ubdivlfions  which  we  conceive  as  fubordinate  one  to  the  other  ; 
let  us  explaitr  thi»  by  an  example  drawn  from  the  firft  cate« 
gory- 


\  Ï«L  Categ.  cap.  4.  t.  i.  p.  î  5,  I     \  Id.  ibid.  gap.  8»  p^  46» 

h  Id.  ibid.  Oaf .  6.  J  ^     ^ 
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fa  infancy  die  mind  only  fees  and  .conceives  individual  ob- 
jets *  ;  Ve  ftill  call  them  iirft  fubftancca  *,  eithef  becaufe  they 
iktt  attraâ  out  notice,  or  becaufe  they  ire  in  effeô  the  moft 
real  fubftances. 

Bnt>  in  àtaty  thofe  objefh  which  have  the  mofl:  ftriking  re- 
femblance,  prcfenttng  themfelves  to  us  With  a  famcncfs  of  form 
and  appearance»  we  diftributc  them  into  fcvcral  diftinâ  claifes'; 
thus  finom  the  ideas  of  fuch  and  fuch  a  man,  and  fuch  and 
fuch  a  horfe,  we  iiate  formed  the  fpecific  idea  of  a  man  and  a 
lx>rfe« 

As  the  different  branches  of  the  fame  family  afcend  to  one 
common  origin,  in  like  manner  various  fpecies,  which  approach 
each  other  by  ftrong  marks  of  conformity,  are  ranged  under  one 
genus,  or  kind  ".  Thus,  from  the  fpecific  ideas  of  a  man,  a 
horfe,  an  ox,  and  aH  beings  which  poflefs  life  and  feeling,  is 
confHtuted  die  generical  idea  of  an  animal,  or  living  being  ;  for 
thefe  éxprclfions  in  our  language  mean  the  fame  thing.  Above 
this  genus  we  conceive  others  more  univerfal,  -fuch  zs/ubjfancép 
till  at  length- we  arrive  at  the  principal  of  all,  which  is  heittg. 

In  this  fcale,  in  which  being  occupies  the  higheft  place,  and 
by  which  we  defcend  to  individuals,  each  intermediary  degree 
may  be  genus  -with  regard  to  that  below,  and  fpecies  with  re- 
fptôt  to  that  above  it. 

Philofophers  have  employed  themfelves  to  invent  fimilat  fyf- 
tems  of  affinity  and  gradation  for  all  the  objeâs  in  nature  or 
perceptions  of  the  mmd  |  they  enable  them  more  eafily  to  fol- 
low the  generations  of  ideas,  and  to  go  through  the  diâèrent 
dafles,  from  rank  to  rank,  as  a  general  reviews  his  army  °. 
Soitietimes,  cdnfidtsring  the  genus  as  unity,  orjlnitude,  the  fpe- 
cieV  a»  pluralitjy  and  the  mdividuals  as  infinitude^  they  difcufs 
various  queftions  on  the  nature  of  finitude  and  infinitude,  uni- 
*  '      ■  ■■      ^    ■  II        .  ■■  — 

•  IhdivMaals  are  called  in  Greek  a-  i      ™  Id,  Topic,  lib.  9.  cap.  7.  t.  i,  p.  184. 
^omt  or  indiviGbles.    Arii^ot.  CAteg.  I      °  Id.  Metaph.  lib.  5.  cap.  a8.  t.  iL 
cap.  X»  paç.  15.  \  p.ooi. 

^  Xd^htut  catt  5. 1 1  p.  x^<  J     ^  Plat  de  Rep.  lib.  7.  t.|ii.  p.  534^ 
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ty  and  plurality  ;  queftions  which  then  only  turn  on  the  nature 
of  the  genus,  the  fpecies,  and  individuals  p. 

Each  fpecies  is  diftinguifhed  from  its  genus  by  an  eflential 
attribute  which  charaâerifes  it,  and  which  is  named  the  diflfcr- 
cnce  *>.  Reafon  being  in  man  the  mod  noble  and  incommuni- 
cable of  his  privileges,  he  is  by  that  diftinguiftied  from  other 
animals  *,  If,  therefore,  we  join  to  the  generic  idea  of  an  ani- 
mal, the  idea  of  reafonable,  we  {hall  have  the  fpecific  idea  of 
man  '.  It  is  no  lefs  difficult  than  important  to  afcertain  the 
differences  included  under  the  fame  genus,  and  thofe  of  the 
fpecies  comprifed  under  genera  which  have  affinity  between 
themfelves.  By  employing  ourfelves  in  this  refearch,  we  diC- 
cover  in  each  fpecies  properties  which  are  inherent  in  it,  and 
modifications  which  are  accidental  to  it. 

The  queflion  here  is  not  concerning  that  property  which  is 
confounded  with  the  effence  of  a  thing,  but  that  by  which  it 
may  te  diftinguifhed  *.  In  thi»  point  of  view  it  is  an  attribute 
which  agrees  only  to  the  fpecies,  and  originates  from, that 
principal  attribute  which  we  have  named  the  difference.  Man 
is  capable  of  learning  certain  fciences  ;  this  is  one  of  his  pro- 
perties ;  it  arifes  from  his  faculty  of  reafon,  and  agrees  only  to 
his  fpecies.  His  capacity  of  fleepiçg,  or  that  of  moving  his 
body,  cannot  be  properties,  fince  he  poiTeffes  them  in  common 
with  other  animals  ^ 

The  accident  is  a  mode,  an  attribute^  which  the  mind  eafily 
feparates  from  the  thing.  To  befeated  is  an  accident  to  a  man, 
and  nuhitenefs  to  a  body  "• 

The  ideas  of  which  we  have  hitherto  fpoken,  not  beii^  ac- 
companied either  by  affirmation  or  negation,  are  neither  true 
nor  falfe  ».  Let  us  now  proceed  to  thofe  which  may  receive 
one  of  thefe  charaûers. 


P  Id  in  Phileb.    Id  in  Farm. 
^  Ariftot.  Topic,  lib.  6.  cap.  4.  t.  i. 
p.  M5  ;  cap.  6.  p.  248. 

•  Sec  note  at  ihc  end  of  the  volume. 
'  forph,  Ifagog.  ap.  Arifl,  t,  i^  p,  7  I 


*  Ariftot.  Topic.  lib.  1.  cap.  4  et  5. 

*  Id.  ibid,  rt  lib.  5.  cap.  3.  p.  ajo. 
"  Id.  ibid.  Jib.  I.  cap.  5.  p.  183. 

^  Id.  ^e  Interpr.  cap.  i.  t..i..  p.  3;^ 
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An  enunciation  is  a  propofition  by  which  fomcthing  is  af- 
firmed  or  denied  y.  The  enunciation,  therefore,  is  alone  fuC- 
ceptible  of  truth  or  faifehood.  The  other  forms  of  difèourfe, 
as  prayer,  or  command,  contain  neither  of  thefe. 

In  every  enunciation  feveral  ideas  are  united  or  feparated.  In 
it  is  diftinguifhed  the  fubjeâ,  the  verb,  and  the  attribute.  In 
this,  for  example,  Socrates  is  wife  ;  Socrates  is  the  fubjeâ,  is  the 
verb,  and  wife  this  attribute. 

The  fubject  fignifies  that  which  is  placed  beneath,  and  is  fo 
called  becaufe  it  exprefles  the  thing  fpoken  of,  which  is  fubmit- 
Ced  to  the  attention  ;  or,  perhaps,  becaufe  being  lefs  univerfai 
than  the  attributes  which  it  is  to  receive,  it  is  in  fome  meafurè 
fubordinate  to  diem  *. 

The  fubjeâ  exprefies  fometimes  an  idea  which  is  univerfai, 
and  agrees  to  many  individuals,  as  thofe  of  man  and  animal  ; 
and  fometimes  a  particular  idea  which  can  only  agree  to  one 
individual,  as  thofe  of  Callias  and  Socrates  '.  According  as  it 
is  univerfai  or  particular,  the  enunciation  in  '^hich  it  is  con- 
tained is  alfo  univerfai  or  particular. 

That  a  univerfai  fubjeft  may  be  taken  in  its  whole  extent, 
the  words  all  or  none  muft  be  joined  with  it.  The  word  man  is 
a  univerfai  term.  If  I  fay  every  many  or  no  man^  I  take  it  in  its 
utmoil  extent.     If  I  ivj  fome  man^  I  reftrain  its  univerfality. 

The  verb  is  a  fign  v^hich  declares  that  fuch  an  attribute  a- 
grees  to  fuch  a  fubjeft  **.  It  -was  rcqnifite  to  conneft  them,  and 
this  is  effè£led  by  the  verb  to  hy  always  expreiTed  or  underftood; 
I  fay  underftood,  becaufe  it  is  implied  when  other  verbs  arc 
«fed  ;  for  inftance,  the  words  IgOy  fignify  lam  going  ^, 

With  rcfpeâ  to  the  attribute,  we  have  already  feen  that  it  is 
taken  from  one  of  the  categories,  wluch  comprife  all  the  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  attributes  ^. 


y  Id.  ibid.  cap.  4 et  5. 
*  Id.  Categ.  cap.  5.  t.  i.  p.  17. 
^  Id.  de  Interpr.  cap.  7.  t.  i.  p.  3p. 
%  .id.  ibid.  cap.  3^  p.  zi- 


^  Id.  Ibid.  cao.  n.  p.  46. 
d  Id.  Topic,  lib.  I.  cap.  9.  t.  i,  p, 
185. 
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Thus  the  judgmentg  we  fonn  are  only  cpenuom  of  die 
mind  by  which  we  affirm  or  deny  one  thing  of  another  i  or 
rather,  they  are  only  glances  of  the  mental  eye,  which  percÔFCt 
that  fuch  a  property  or  fuch  a  quality  may  be  attributed  or  not 
attributed  to  fuch  an  objeâ  j  for  the  underftanding ,  which  makes 
this  difcoveryi  is  to  the  foul  what  the  fight  is  to  the  eye  ^ 

Enunciations  are  of  different  kinds  ^  we  will  lay  a  word  of 
diofe  which,  employed  on  the  fame  fubjcâ^  are  oppofed  to 
each  other  by  affirmation  or  negation.  It  (hould  feem  that  the 
truth  of  the  one  muft  eftabliih  the  falfehood  of  the  other  \  but 
this  rule  cannot  be  general,  hecaufe  the  oppofition  between 
them  is  of  different  kinds. 

If  in  both  the  fubjeâ  is  univerfal,  and  taken  in  its  utmoft 
extent,  the  two  enunciations  are  called  contrary,  and  may  be 
both  falfe  ^j  as,  for  example,  all  mm  are  nvhitti  no  man  is  fvUte^ 
If  it  is  limited  in  the  one,  and  in  the  other  not,  they  are  then 
named  contradiâory,  and  the  one  is  true  and  the  other  fidfe  i 
^f  for  inftançe,  aU  men  are  vfhite  i  firm  men  are  not  vfbites  or^ 
P9  man  is  white  ;  fome  men  are  vJnie.  The  oppofition  of  parttr 
cular  enunciations  is  the  fame  as  that  of  the  contradi£kory,  and 
the  one  muft  neceflarily  be  true  aivl  the  other  falfe  ;  as,  Socratei 
ff  whi^e  I  Socrates  is  not  white  '• 

Two  particular  propofitions,  the  one  affirmative  ^  the  o^ 
ther  negative,  are  not,  prcçerly  fpeaking,  oppofed  to  each 
other;  the  oppofition  lies  only  in  the  terms«  When  I  fay, 
^cme  men  arejujl  ;  Jome  men  are  not  jujl  ;  I  da  not  ipeak  of  tho 
fame  men  ^. 

The  preceding  notbqs,  and  a  great  num1)cr  of  others  which 
I  pais  over  in  filence,  were  the  fruit  of  a  kog  feries  of  obferva-t 
tions.  It  was,  however,  eafy  to  difcover  that  the  greater  part 
of  our  errors  originate  in  the  uncertainty  of  our  ideas,  and  their 
reprefentativc  figns.     Unacquainted  with  external  objeâs,  e3c« 

'  "»'■"■■■     ^^       ■         -  '  ■        "*  ■ ..11. ■■■■^    ■■■■    w^., 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  1.  cap.  x-r.  p.  ip2.        I  de  Interpr.  cap.  7.  t.  l  p..  49. 

^  Id.  de  Interpr.  c«p.  7.  t.  i.  p.  39.     |      h  Id.  Analyt.  f  rior.  cap,  ^1  tn  %  P«' 

%  Id.  Catcg.  cap.  lo.  t.  i.  p.  33,   Id.  I  2x7. 
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eept  from  the  ixifonnation  of  our  fenfea»  we  oftai  confound 
their  nature  with  their  qualities  and  accidents.  As  to  iatel- 
leâuai  objeâsj  tbey  excite  in  the  gezierality  of  minds  only  ob* 
fcuTCf  vague,  and  tranfient  images.  The  confuGon  is  ftiU  more 
incTcaièd  by  that  multitude  of  equivocal  and  metapbcvical  words 
^th  which  all  languages  abound,  and  efpecialiy  by  the  great 
number  of  univerfal  terms  which  we  employ,  frequently  with- 
out underftanding  them. 

Meditation  alone  can  bring  near  to  us  the  objeâs  wUch  tlii» 
obfcurity  feems  to  remove  from  us.  Thus  the  only  difference 
between  an  enlightened  and  an  ignorant  mind  is,  that  the  one 
views  objefts  at  a  proper  diftance,  while  the  odier  only  fees 
them  afar  off  K 

Happily  men  have  only  occafion  for  a  certain  analogy  is 
ideas,  and  a  certain  approximation  in  language,  to  fulfil  their 
duties  in  foctety.  In  the  communication  of  ideas,  difceming 
minds  traffic  with  good  money,  of  the  precife  value  and  fine^ 
nefs  of  which  they  are  often  ignorant  ;  and  the  reft  with  coun* 
terfeit  coin,  which  is  neverthelefs  received  without  fcruple  in 
trade; 

The  philofopher  ought  to  employ  the  moft  ufual  expreffions  S 
but,  carefully  diftinguifhing  their  acceptations,  when  they  have 
many,  he  ihould  determine  the  precife  idea  which  he  annexM 
to  each  word. 

To  define  a  thing  is  to  make  known  its  nature  by  charaâeiB 
nrhich  will  not  fuffer  us  to  confound  it  with  any  other  thing  '• 
Formerly  no  rules  had  been  laid  down  to  arrive  at  or  afcertaia 
this  exafknefs. .  They  were  eftabliihed  by  obferving  that  there 
can  be  but  one  good  definition  for  each  thing™;  that  fuch  a 
definition  ought  to  agree  only  with  the  thing  defined  ^  ;  that  it 
ought  to  comprife  in  it  all  that  is  c^mtained  in  tlie  idea  of  the 
thing  defined  °  ;  that  it  ought  to  extend  to  all  beings  of  the  fame 


i  Id.  Sophia.  Xleoch.  lib.  x.  c%^  I. 
t.  i.  p  281. 

^  Id.  Topic,  lib.  3.  cap.  s.  t.  x.  p. 

1  Id,  ibid.  lib.  i.  cap.  5.  t.  i.  p.  iS^. 


^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  6.  cap.  14.  t.  i.  p. 
a6e. 

**  Id.  ibid.  lib.  7.  cap.  5,  p.  264, 
®  Id.  ibid.  lib.  6.  cap.  ^.  p.  2471 
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fpecles,  as  that  of  man,  for  example,  to  all  men  ^  ;  that  it  fliouM 
be  concife,  every  word  which  may  be  omitted  is  fuperfluous  **  ; 
that  it  (hould  be  clear,  and  that  confequently  no  words  (hould 
be  employed  that  are  equivocal,  figurative,  or  feldom  ufcd  ^  ; 
end  that  to  underftand  it,  it  ought  not  to  be  neceflary  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  thing  defined,  fince  it  would  otherwifc  rcfcmblc 
the  figures  in  old  piâures,  which  were  not  to  be  known  but  by 
their  names  written  under  them  •. 

^  But  in  what  manneiv  may  thefc  conditions  be  fulfilled  ?  We 
have  fpokcn  above  of  thofe  fcaies  of  ideas  which  lead  us  from 
individuals  to  being  in  general.  We  have  feen  that  each  fpecies 
has  immediately  above  it  a  genus,  from  which  it  is  diftinguifh- 
cd  by  the  difference.  An  exaâ  definition  will  be  compofe4  of 
the  immediate  genus,  and  the  difierence  of  the  thing  defined  ', 
and  by  confequence  will  comprife  ics  two  principal  attributes, 
I  define  man  a  reafonable  animal  ".  The  genus,  animal,  con- 
fiées man  with  all  living  beings,  and  the  difference,  reafonabhy 
diftinguifhes  him  from  them. 

It  hence  follows  that  a  definition  points  out  the  refemblance 
of  feveral  different  things  by  the  genus,  and  diftinguifhes  them 
by  the  difference.  Nothing  therefore  is  of  more  importance 
than  to  difcern  this  refemblance  and  diverfity,  when  we  exer<^ 
cife  ourfelves  in  the  art  of  thinking  and  reafoning  '. 

I  omit  a  number  of  very  acute  remarks  on  the  nature  of  the 
genus  and  the  difference,  as  alfo  on  the  various  kinds  of  propo- 
fitions  ufually  employed  in  reafoning.  As  I  mean  only  to  give 
fome  effays  on  the  progrefs  of  the  human  mind,  it  will  not  be 
Tequifite,  that  I  (hould  coUcft  all  the  traces  of  light  it  has  left 
in  its  path  ;  but  the  difcovery  of  the  fyllogifm  defcrves  that  wc 
ihould  beftow  on  it  our  attention  for, a  moment. 


P  Id.  ibid.  cap.  i.  p.  «41. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  3.  p.  243. 

*■  Id.  ibid.  cap.  a.  p.  a^i. 

'  Id.  ibid.  lib.  6.  cap.  1.  p.  243. 

'  Id.  ibid-  lib.  1.  cap,  8.  p..  185  ;  Hb. 


6.  Cap.  I.  p.  14t. 

"  Id.  ap.  liinbl.  de  Vit.  P/thag.  cap. 
6.  n.  24- 

*  Id.  Topic,  lib.  t.  cap.  13, 16  ct  17,^ 
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We  have  faîd  that,  in  this  propofition,  Socrates  is  iviff^  Socra-» 
tes  is  the  fubjeâ;  ivife  the  attribute,  and  that,  by  tlie  fubftantive 
verb  which  conneâs  them,  it  is  affirmed  that  the  idea  of  wife 
agrees  to  the  idea  of  Socrates. 

But  how  are  we  to  be  convinced  of  the  truth  or  falfehood  of 
a  propofition  when  the  relation  of  the  attribute  to  the  fubjefl:  is 
not  fuffioiently  apparent  ?  This  is  effeâed  by  paffing  from  a 
thing  known  to  th&  thing  unknown  ^  ;  by  recurring  to  a  third 
idea,  the  double  relation  of  which  to  the  fubjcâ  and  attribute  is 
more  perceptible.   . 

To  make  myfelf  better  underftood,  I  Ihall  only  confider  the 
affirmative  propofition.  I  doubt  if  A  be  equal  to  B,  but  if  I 
perceive  that  A  is  equal  to  C,  and  C  to  B,  I  conclude,  without 
heiitation,  that  A  is  equal  to  B  ^.  ^ 

Thus  to  prove  that  juftice  is  a  habit,  it  fuffices  to  fhow  that 
juftice  is  a  virtue,  and  every  virtue  a  habit  *.  But  to  give  this 
proof  a  fyllogiftical  form,  let  us  place  the  word  virtue  between 
the  fubjeft  and  the  attribute  of  the  propofition,  and  we  ihall 
have  thefe  three  termsy  jt//lhe,  virtue^  habit.  That  in  the  middle 
is  called  the  meatii  either  on  account  of  its  pofition,  or  becaufe 
it  ferves  as  an  itttermediary  objeâ  to  compare  the  two  others, 
named  the  extremes  *».  It  has  been  demonftrated  that  the  mean 
ought  to  be  taken  univerfally  at  lead  once,  and  that  one  of  the 
propofitions  ought  to  be  univerfal  ^.     I  (hall  tlien  firft  fay. 

Every  virtue  is  a  habit  \ 

Arid  I  ihall  afterwards  fay, 

But  juilice  is  a  virtue } 
Therefore  juilice  is  a  habit. 


^  Arid.  Metaph.  lib.  7.  cap.  4.  t.  ii. 
p.  909. 

*  Id.  Analyt.  Piior.  cap.  4.  t.  i.  p.  54. 

*  Ariftot.  de  Moi.  Ub<  a.  cap.  x.  t.  ii. 
p.  17;  cap.  4.  p.  21. 


b  AriftoU  Aoalyt.  Piior.  cap.  4.  t.  i. 

p.54- 

^  U.  Topic.  lib.  S.  cap.    x.  t.  L  p. 
967  ;  cap.  14.  p.  28G, 
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It  hence  foQows^  xft,  That  a  fyllogiûn  is  compofed  of  tftfee 
terms,  of  which  the  laft  is  the  attribute  of  the  fécond,  and  die 
fecond  the  attribute  of  the  firft  '•  In  the  above  example  kahit 
is  an  attribute  with  regard  to  virtue,  and  virtm  an  attribute  with 
refpeâ  toju/Hce. 

The  attribute  being  always  taken  firom  one  of  the  categories, 
or  from  the  ferics  of  bemgs  which  compofe  them,  the  relations 
ti  the  mean  to  both  the  extremes  will  be  femetimes  the  rela* 
tiens  of  fubftances,  qualities,  quantities,  &c.,  and  fometimesthe 
relations  of  genera,  fpecies,  properties,  &c  ^  In  the  preceding 
example  they  are  thofe  of  genera  and  fpecies  ;  for  baUt  is  a  ge- 
nus relatively  to  virtae,  and  virtue  relatively  tojtjftiee.  But  it  is 
'  certain  that  whatever  is  tint  of  a  fuperior  genus  muft  be  true  of 
aH  the  genera  and  fp^es  in  the  defcending  line  ^ 

It  follows,  sdly.  That  a  fyllogifm  is  compofed  of  three  ptopo- 
fitions.  In  the  two  firft,  the  mean  is  compared  vrith  each  of  the 
extremes,  and  in  the  third,  a  condufion  is  drawn  that  one  of  the 
extremes  muft  be  the  attribute  of  the  odier,  which  wa^to  be 
{nnoved. 

It  follows,  3dly,  That  a  fyllogifm  is  a  reafontng  in  which,  by 
making  certain  afi'erdons,  we  obtain  another' diflerent  from  the 
firft». 

The  various  combinations  of  the  three  terms  produce  difièrent 
kinds  of  fyllogifms,  the  greater  part  of  which  may  be  reduced 
to  that  we  have  propofed  as  an  example  \ 

The  conclufions  likewife  vary  according  as  the  proportions 
are  a£Srmative  or  negative,  and  according  as  more  or  lefs  univer- 
fality  is  given  to  them  and  to  the  terms  \  and  hence  a  number 
of  rules  have  been  invented  which  difcovcr,  at  the  firft  view, 
the  accuracy  or  defcA  of  an  argument. 


d  Id.  Analyt.  Prior,  cap.  4.  t.  i.  p. 

^  Id.  Topic.  lib.  I.  cap.  ^  t.  i.  p. 

'  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  cap.   t.   t.  L  p. 
%^\  Ub.  tf.  cap.  5.  p.  *47, 


'  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i.  cap.  1. 1.  î.  p.  iSo. 
Id.  SbphUt.  Ekficb.  lib.  z.  cap.  i.  c  i. 
p.  28t. 

^  Id.  Aotljt  Prior,  lib.  i.  cap.  7.  t 
i.  p.  6c. 
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Induûions  afiâ  examples  are  employed  to  perfuade  the  mul* 
titude,  and  fyllogifms  to  convince  philc^ophers  K  l<irothing  is  fo 
powerful  and  inefiftiUc  as  a  conclufion  drawn  from  two  tmûiê 
vrhkh  an  opponent  is  compelled  to  admit  K 

This  ingenious  mechanifxn  is  gnly  the  derelopment  of  the  ope- 
lations  of  th&  mind.  It  had  been  obferved  that,  except  firft 
principles,  which  convince  of  them&lves  ^  aU  our  aSertions  axe 
only  conclufi(ms»  and  that  they  are  founded  on  an  aâ  of  rea- 
Ibning  which  the  mind  performs  with  aftonifhing  celerity. 
When  I  fay  jufiice  is  a  habits  I  mentally  form  the  fyllogirm 
which  I  hare  given  at  length  above. 

Sometimes  one  of  the  two  propofitions,  which  it  is  eafy  to 
fupply,  is  fujçreflèd,  in  which  cafe  the  fyUogiûn  is  caUed  ait 
entbymem,  and  though  imperfeâ  ^  is  not  lefs  conclufive  ;  as» 
for  example,  Every  virtue  is  a  baUt^  therefore  juftice  is  a  habit  | 
«^>  y^fi^^  ^  ^  virtue^  therefore  it  is  a  bahit.  I  Ihall  cafily  arrive 
at  the  £une  conclufion  if  I  only  fay,  Since  juftice  is  a  virtue^  it  if 
f  Jbahit }  or  Jufiice  is  a  bcAityfnce  every  virtue  is  a  habit. 

Such  is  this  other  example,  taken  from  one  of  our  poetsi 

Mortal  cheriih  not  an  inuaortal  hatred  °* 

To  change  tliis  fentence  into  a  fyllogifm,  we  muft  fay,  Na 
mortal  ought  to  cheri(h  an  iinmortal^  but  you  are  mort^; 
therefore,  &c.  To  make  an  enthymem  one  of  the  two  £ril^ 
propofitions  muft  be  fupprefied. 

Thus  every  fentence  and  every  refleélion,  whether  it  carries 
its  proof  with  it,  or  (hows  itfelf  witliout  that  fupport,  is  a  real 
fyllogifm  ;  with  this  difference,  that  in  the  former  cafe  the 
proof  is  the  mean  that  conne£b  or  feparates  the  attribute  from 
the  fubjeâ;,  and  that  in  the  latter  the  mean  muft  be  fupplied. 

Philofophers,  by  ftudying  attentively  the  conneâion  of  out 


i  Aiiftot.  Topic.  lib.  x.  csp.  i  a.  t.  i. 
p.  1 88*;  lib.  8.  ctp.  3.  p.  269. 
k  Plat,  in  Men.  t.  ij.  p.  75. 
'  Axiftot.  Topic.  1. 1..C  I.  ta«p.  xSa 


"*  D«nietr.  Pha!.  dc.  Elpc.  cap.  ja» 
"  Aiiftot.  Rhetor,  lib*  a.  cap.  az.  U 
ii.  p.  571. 
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ideas,  have  difcovercd  the  art  of  rendering  the  proofs  of  out 
reafonings  more  evident,  and  completing  and  clafibg  the  im- 
pcrfeâ:  fyllogifms  which  we  inceffantly  employ.  It  is  caCly 
perceived  that,  to  fucceed  in  fuch  an  attempt,  muft  require  an 
jmwtfaried  conftancy,  and  that  obferving  genius  which  indeed 
invents  nothing,  becaufe  it  adds  nothing  to  nature,  but  which 
difcovers  what  has  efcaped  ordinary  minds. 

Every  demondration  is  a  fyllogifm,  but  every  fyllogifm  is  not 
a  demonftration  *>.  A  fyllogifm  is  demonftrativc  when  it  is  cfta- 
bliflied  on  firft  principles,  or  on  thofc  which  immediately  re- 
fult  from  them  ;  it  is  dialeûic  when  it  is  founded  on  opinions 
>vhich  appear  probable  to  all  men,  or  at  lead  to  thofe  of  the 
moft  enlarged  underflandings  p  ;  and  it  is  captious  when  it  con- 
cludes from  proposions  which  it  is  wiflied  to  make  pafs  for 
probable  when  they  arc  not  fo. 

The  firft  furniflies  weapons  to  philofophers,  who  fearch  af- 
ter truth  ',  the  fécond  to  dialcâicians,  who  are  often  obliged  to 
content  themfelvcs  with  the  probable  j  and  the  tliird  to  fophifts, 
to  whom  the  fmalleft  refemblance  of  proof  fufficcs  ^. 

As  we  more  frequently  reafon  from  opinions  than  from  cer- 
tain principles,  young  perfons  early  apply  themfelves  to  dialec- 
tics, which  is  the  name  given  to  logic  when  it  draws  its  con- 
clufions  only  from  probabilities  ^.  By  propofing  to  them  pro- 
blems and  thcfes  •  in  phyfics,  morals,  and  logic  %  we  accuftom 
them  to  try  their  ftrength  on  différent  fubjeûs,  to  weigh  con- 
jeâures,  alternately  to  fupport  oppofitc  ppinions",  and  to  em-* 
ploy  fophiftry  that  they  may  become  acquainted  with  its  arti- 
fices. 

As  our  difputes  frequently  arife  from  this,  that  fome  perfons, 
feduced  by  example,  deal  too  much  in  generals,  while  others, 
mifled  by  contrary  examples,  run  into  the  oppofite  extreme  j 


®  Id.  Analyt.  Prior,  cap.  4.  t.  i.  p. 

^  Anftot.  Topic,  lib.  i.  cap.  i.  t.  i. 
p.  tSo. 

^  W.  ibid.  lib.  1.  cap.  14.  t.  i.  p. 
xSj).    Id.  Sophift.  ElcDch.  cap.  i.  p. 


282.     Id.  Metaph.  lib.  4.  t.  ii  p.  87 r. 

''  Id.  Topic,  lib.  i.  ca}..  1. 1.  i.  p.  181. 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  Ji.  p.  187. 

<  Id.  ibid.  cap.  14.  p.  ibç. 

"  Id.  Rhetor.  Ub.  l.   cap.  i.  t  ii. 
p.  5M« 
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At  former  teach  us  that  we  ought  not  to  conclude  from  the 
particular  to  the  general  ',  and  the  latter  that  an  exception  does 
not  deftroy  the  rule. 

The  fubjeâ  in  difpute  is  fometîmes  difcufled  by  queftîoas 
smd  anfwers  ^.  "  As  the  objeft  of  the  queftion  is  to  elucidate  a 
<ioubtj  and  direâ  the  dawning  reafon,  its  folution  ought  neither 
to  be  too  evident  nor  too  difficult  *. 

We  ought  carefully  to  fhun  maintaining  thefes  fo  improbable 
that  the  defender  of  them  muft  quickly  be  reduced  to  abfurd 
confequences  *  ^  as  alfo  to  difcufs  fubjeâs  concerning  which 
it  is  dangerous  to  doubt  ;  as,  whether  the  gods  ought  to  be  ho- 
noured, and  whether  it  is  our  duty  to  love  our  parents  \ 

Though  it  may  be  to  be  feared  that  minds  thus  habituated  to 
a  rigorous  precifion,  fhould  ever  after  preferve  an  inclination 
to  it,  and  even  join  with  it  the  love  of  contradiâion  ;  it  is  no 
lefs  true  that  they  poflefs  a  real  advantage  over  others.  In  the 
acquUition  of  the  fciences  they  will  be  more  difpofed  to  doubt, 
and,  in  their  intercourfe  with  the  world,  better  able  to  difcover 
the  defeâ  of  an  argument. 


CHAP.   LVIII. 

Continuation  of  the  Library.     Rhetoric* 

W  HiLST  the  edifice  of  logic  was  laborioufly  erefting,  con- 
tinued £uclid,  that  of  rhetoric  rofe  by  its  fide,  lefs  folid,  it  is 
true,  but  more  elegant  and  more  magnificent. 

The  former,  replied  I,  might  be  neceflary,  but  I  do  not  con- 
ceive the  utility  of  the  latter.  Did  not  eloquence  before  exer- 
cife  her  power  over  the  nations  of  Greece,  and  even  in  the  he- 
roic ages  difpute  the  prize  with  valour*^  ?  Is  not  every  beauty  to 


^  Ariftot.  Rhetor,  lib.  i.  cap.  i.  t. 
ii.  p.  517- 

'  Id.  Topic.  Ub.  8.  cap.  i.  t.  i.  p. 
a6S. 

'  là.  Ibid.  lib.  i.  cap.  11.  t.  i.p.  187. 


*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  8.  cap.  p.  t.  i.  p.  «75. 
fc  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i.cap.  ii.  t.  i.  p.  1Î7. 
^  Cicer.  de  Clar.  Orator,  cap.  to.  p. 
344- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


144  TiuT£is  ne  casscEw 

be  found  in  the  writings  of  Homer»  who  ought  to  be  conBdbreâ 
^as  the  firft  of  orators^  as  well  as  the  firft  of  >  poets  ^  i  And  are 
they  not  alfo  to  be  found  in  the  writings  of  thofe  men  of  gemua 
who  have  followed  in  his  footfteps  I  When  we  have  fb  many 
examples,  of  what  ufe  are  fo  many  precepts  ?  It  is  neceflary, 
replied  Euclidj  to  make  a  feleakm  of  thefe  examples.  I  an- 
fwcrcd.  Were  Pififtratus,  Solon»  and  tkofe  orators  who,  in  the 
afTemblies  of  the  pec^e  and  the  tribunals  of  juftke»  employed 
only  the  perfuafive  langus^  of  a  natural  eloquence»  miftaken  in 
their  choice  ?  Why  (hould  we  fubftitute  the  art  of  peaking  to 
the  genius  of  oratory  ? 

That  art»  replied  Euclid»  is  only  intended  to  reftridn  the  too 
irregular  flights  of  genius»  and  to  obligé  it  by  reftriâûms  to 
concentrate  its  powers.  Tou  doubt  of  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  rhetoric»  yet  you  know  that  Ariftotk»  though  pre* 
judiced  againft  the  art  of  oratory^»  neverthelefs  allowed  that  it 
might  be  ufeful  ^  !  You  doubt  of  them»  yet  you  have  heard  De- 
mofthenes  !  Demofthenes»  anfwered  I»  without  tlie  leflbns  of 
his  mailers»  would  always  have  fwayed  at  wiU  the  minds  of  his 
hearers,  ^fchines»  perhaps,  without  the  afCftance  of  his» 
would  not  have  expreiTed  himfelf  with  fo  much  elegance.  You 
grant  then»  replied  Euclid»  that  art  may  give  to  genius  a  more 
pleafing  form  \  I  will  be  equally  ilncerc»  and  allow  that  this  is 
nearly  all  its  merit. 

Then,  approaching  the  flielves»  Here»  faid  he»  arc  the  authors 
that  have  given  us  the  precepts,  and  alfo  thofc  that  have  fumifli- 
ed  us  with  examples,  of  eloquence.  They  almoft  all  lived  in 
the  laft  or  ptefent  century.  Among  the  former  are  Corax  of 
Syracufe,  Tifias,  Thrafymachua,  Protagoras»  Prodicus»  Gorgias» 
Polus,  Lycimnius»  Alcidamas»  Theodorus,  Evenus»  Calipptts^ 
&c.  :  among  the  latter»  thofe  who  are  defervcdly  held  m  great 
eftimation»  as  Lyfias»  Antiphon»  Andocides»  Ifaeus,  Calliftratus, 

d  Hermog.  de  icL  ap.  Rhet.  Ant.  t.  L  |  i.  p.  %2ç. 


P-  *40-  f  Arittot.  Rhetor,  lib.  i,  cap.  i,  t.  :i. 

*  Gccr.  de  Orat.  lib.  a.  cap.  38. 1. 1  p.  5x4, 
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ifbcratcS,  and  thofe  who  begin  illuftrioufly  to  diftinguifli  them-* 
felves,  as  Demofthenes,  ^fchines,  Hyperides,  Lycurgus,  &c. 

I  have  read  the  works  of  your  orators,  replied  I,  but  I  am 
unacquainted  with  thofe  of  the  rhetoricians.  In  our  preceding 
converfations  you  have  deigned  to  inftruâ  me  in  the  progrefs 
and  prefent  ftate  of  feveral  branches  of  literature,  rtlay  I  vcn^^ — 
ture  to  requeft  from  you  the  fame  obliging  condefcenfion  with 
refpeâ  to  thetoric  ? 

The  progrefs  of  the  txzGt  fciences,  anfwered  Euclid,  may  be 
eafily  known  }  becaufe,  as  they  have  but  one  way  to  arrive  at 
the  end  they  propofe,  we  perceive  at  a  fingle  glance  the  point 
from  which  they  fet  out,  and  that  to  which  they  tend.  But  it 
is  not  the  fame  with  tlie  arts  of  imaginiation  i  the  tafte  which 
judges  of  them  being  arbitrary,  the  objeâ:  they  propofe  fre- 
quently indeterminate  ',  and  the  track  they  purfue  divided  into 
feveral  paths  extremely  near  to  each  odier,  it  is  impoflible,  or 
at  lead  very  difficult,  to  afcertain  their  efibrts  and  their  fuccefs. 
How  indeed  may  we  difcover  the  firft  fteps  of  genius,  and  fol- 
low it,  with  the  rule  in  hand,  in  its  gigantic  ftrides  ?  How  alfo 
may  we  be  able  to  feparate  the  light  from  the  falfe  fplendours 
which  furround  It,  define  the*  tranCent  graces  which  difappcar 
the  moment  they  are  analyzed,  and  appreciate,  in  fine,  that  fu- 
preme  beauty,  which  in  each  kind  conftitutes  its  perfeâion  ^  î 
I  (hall,  fince  you  requeft  me,  proceed  to  give  you  fome  remarks,- 
which  may  ferve  for  the  hiftory  of  rhetoric  ;  but  on  a  fubjeâ  fo 
fufceptible  of  ornament,  expe£b  from  me  only  a  finall  number 
of  faâs  and  common  obfervations. 

Our  writers,  for  feveral  centuries,  had  only  fpoken  the  lan- 
guage of  poetry  )  that  of  profe  appeared  to  them  too  familiar 
and  too  limited  to  fuffice  for  all  the  ideas  of  the  mind,  or  ra^ 
ther  of  the  imagination,  for  that  was  the  faculty  which  was 
then  cxdtîvated  with  the  greateft  care.  The  philcfopher  Phe- 
recydes  of  Syros,  and  the  hiftorian  Cadmus  of  Miletua,  began, 

I  I  I  ■  !■  ■  I.        ,    -      I  ■     ■  ■         ,       I        ,  ^ 

^  Id.  Ibid,  dee*  I      **  Cicer.  Orat.  cap.  it.  t.  S.  p.  429« 
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about  two  centuries  fincc,  to  emancipate  thcmfelves  from  the 
rigid  laws  by  which  diftion  was  confined  *.  Though  they  had 
opened  a  new  and  more  eafy  path,  it  was  (till  imagined  fo  dif- 
fivult  to  forfake  the  old  one,  that  we  find  Solon  attempting  to 
tranilate  his  laws  into  verfe  ^,  and  Empedocles  and  Parmenides 
adorning  their  doftrines  with  the  charms  of  poetry. 

The  ufe  of  profe,  at  firft,  only  ferved  to  multiply  hiflorians  '• 
A  number  of  writers  publilhcd  the  annals  of  different  nations^ 
and  their  ft  y  le  prefents  defeâs  which  the  revolutions  in  our 
tafte  render  extremely  fenfiblc.  It  is  clear  and  concife  ",  but 
defiitute  of  ornament  and  harmony.  Short  fentcnces  fucceed 
each  other  without  fupport  -,  and  the  eye  is  wearied  with  fol- 
lowing them,  becaufs  it  in  vain  feeks  the  connexion  by  which 
they  ought  to  be  united.  At  other  times,  and  efpecially  in  the 
firfc  hiftorians,  it  abounds  with  poetical  turns,  or  rather  coufifts' 
wholly  of  fragments  of  verfe,  the  meafure  of  which  has  been 
broken  ^.  We  continually  perceive  that  thefe  authors  have 
had  poets  for  their  models,  and  that  time  has, been  neceffary  to 
form  the  ityle  of  profe,  as  weU  as  to  difcover  the  principles  of 
rhetoric. 

The  firft  eflays  in  the  latter  art,  were  made  in  Sicily®. 
About  a  hundred  years  after  the  death  of  Cadmus,  a  Syracufan^ 
nained  Corax  p,  collefted  difciplcs,  and  compofed  a  treatife  on 
rhetoric  ftill  held  in  clïcem  ^,  though  he  makes  the  fecrct  of- 
eloquence  confifi^  only  in  a  deceitful  calculation  of  certain  pro- 
p'lbilities.  The  manner  in  which  he  proceeds  will  be  beft 
iliown  by  an  example.  A 'man  ftrongly  fufpecled  of  having 
beaten  ajiother,  is  tried  for  the  affault.  He  is  either  ftronger 
or  weaker  than  his  accufer.     In  the  former  cafe,  fays  Corax, 


Ï  Strab.  lib.  i.  p.  iS.  P!in.  HK  5. 
cap    29.  r.  1.  p.  2yS.     Suid»  ni  ^i^ix  vt 

^  i'iai.  in  Sol.  t.  i.  p.  io, 

I  Dionyi;  Halic.  Thucyd.  Jud.  t.  vi. 
p.  818. 

^  Id  ibid.  p.  8ao, 

"  Demcir.  Phal.  dc  Eloc.  cap.  12. 
dtrab.  Ubr  z.  p.  iS« 


^  Ariflot.  ap.  Ci.cr.  de  Cln.r.  Orat. 
cap.  12.  t.  i.  p.  J45.  ld.de  Oral.  lib.  i. 
cap.  ^o,  p.  150.  C^intil.  lib.  3.  cap.  i. 
p.  141. 

P  Prolcgom.  in  Hcrmog.  ap.  Rhet. 
Ant.  t  ii.  p.  5. 

^  Ari.iot.  Rhetor,  ad  Alcsand.  c«p.^ 
I.  t^iL  p.  6zc, 
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liow  can  it  be  believed  that  he  is  guilty,  or,  in  the  latter,  that  hé 
fhould  cxpofe  himfelf  to  appear  fo  '  ?  This  method,  and  others 
fimilar  to  it,  have  been  explained  and  enlarged,  in  a  work  which 
is  ftill  extant  %  by  Tifias,  a  pupil  of  Corax,  who  employed 
them  to  deprive  his  mafter  of  his  falary  which  he  owed  him  ^ 

Artifices  of  the  fame  kind  had  been  already  introduced  into 
logic»  the  principles  of  which  had  begun  tp  be  formed  into  a 
fyftem  ;  and,  from  the  art  of  thinking,  they  paifed  without  diffi- 
culty into  the  art  of  fpeaking.  The  latter  was  alfo  tinâured 
with  the  tafte  of  fophiftry,  and  the  fpirit  of  contradiâion  which 
predominated  in  the  licentious  extravagancies  of  the  former. 

Protagoras,  the  difciple  of  Democritus,  had  been  a  witnefs» 
during  his  (lay  in  Sicily,  to  the  glory  which  Corax  had  acquired* 
He  had  before  diftinguifhed  himfelf'by  profound  refearches  into 
the  nature  of  beings,  and  foon  acquired  no  lefs  celebrity  by  the 
works  he  publilhed  on  grammar,  and  the  diflferent  parts  of  the 
art  of  oratory.  To  him  alfo  is  afcribed  the  honour  of  having 
firft  colleâed  thofe  general  propofitions  which  are  called  t\??;z- 
tnon-places  ",  and  which  an  orator  employs  cither  to  multiply 
his  proofs  *,  or  to  difcourfc  with  facility  on  every  kind  of  fub* 
jeft. 

Thefe  places,  though  very  numerous,  are  reduced  to  a  fmall 
number  of  claffes.  An  aâion  is  examined,  for  example,  rela- 
tively to  the  caufe,*  to  the  eflfeft,  to  the  circumftances,  to  the 
perfons,  &c.  and  from  thefe  relations  arife  a  feries  of  contradic- 
tory maxims  and  propofitions,  accompanied  by  their  proofs,  and 
all  exemplified  by  queftions  and  anfwers^  in  the  writings  of 
Protagoras,  and  other  rhetoricians  who  have  continued  his  re- 
fearches. 


'  Id.  Rhetor,  lib.  a.  cap.  a^j.  t.  ii.  p. 

'  Plat,  in  Phatdr.  t.  lu.  p.  273. 

'  Proleg.  in  Hennog.  ap.  Rhet.  Atit. 
t*  ii.  p.  6.  Sezt.  Empir.  adv.  Rhetor. 
lib.  %,  p.  307. 

"  Cicer.  de*  Clar.  Orat.  cap*  12. 1. 1. 


P*  545-     Qulntil.  lib.  .V  cap.  1.  p.  I4t« 
*  Arlftot.  Rhetor,  lib.  i.  caj».   2.  t. 
ii.  p.  518  ;  cap.  d,  7,  6tc.  Ciccr.  Topic, 
ti  i.  p.  4S3. 

.  y  Ariltot.  Sophift.  Elcnch.  lib.  a.  t. 
i.  p.  3M- 
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After  harlng  regulated  the  manner  of  conftrtt£Hng  the  ex^ 
ordium»  difpofing  the  narration,  and  awakening  the  paflloi^  of 
the  judges  *,  the  profcflbrs  of  oratory  began  to  extend  the  em- 
pire of  eloquence»  which  had  been  till  then  confined  to  the  fo- 
rum and  dtt  bar.  Become  the  rival  of  poetry,  (he  at  firft  ce- 
lebrated the  gods,  the  heroes»  and  citizens  who  had  fallen  in 
battle.  Afterwards  IÇocrates  compofed  eulogiums  on  indivi- 
duals of  diftinguifhed  rank  K  Since  that  time,  men  who  have 
ferved,  and  men  who  have  been  of  no  utility  to  their  country, 
have  been  indifcriminately  praifed  ;  incenfe  has  fumed  on  every 
fide,  and  it  has  been  determined  that  neither  praife  nor  cenfure 
ought  to  \e  confined  by  any  limits  \ 

Thefe  different  attempts  have  employed  ahnoft  »  century,  and 
during  that  interval  the  formation  of  ilyle  has  been  attended  to 
with  the  fame  care»  Not  only  has  it  preferved  the  riches  which, 
in  its,  origin,  it  borrowed  from  poetry,  but  endeavours  have 
been  made  to  add  to  them,  and  every  day  it  has  been  adorned 
with  new  colours  and  melodious  founds.  Thele  brilliant  ma- 
terials  were  at  firft  thrown  at  random  one  on  the  other,  like  the 
ftones  which  are  colleélcd  to  conftruâ:  an  edifice  *=►  Taftc  and 
judgment  took  on  them  the  care  of  aflbrting  and  exhibiting 
them  in  a  beautiful  arrangement.  Inftead  of  thofe  unconneâed 
fentences  which>  wanting  ftrength  and  fupport,  ftumbled  al- 
moft  at  every  word,  groups  of  well  (eleâed  expreffions  formed 
a  whole,  all  the  parts  of  which  mutually  and  without  difficulty 
fuftained  each  other.  The  moft  delicate  ears  were  delighted  ta 
hear  the  harmony  of  profb»  and  the  moft  accurate  judgments  no 
lefs  gratified  to  perceive  a  thought  unfold  itfelf  with  grace  and 
propriety  in  a  fingle  period. 

This  happy  form,  the  difcovery  of  thofe  eminent  rhetoric 
cians  Gorgias,  Alcidamas,  and  Thrafymachus,  was  brought  ta 
perfeâion  by  Ifoerates,  the  difciple  of  the  former  ^'^    'Jlic  pe- 


*  M.  Rhetor. 


Kb.  I.  ctp.  1. 1.  ii.  p. 


*  Ifocr.  in  Evag,  t.  ii.  p.  73. 

^  Georg.  ap.  Cicer.  dc  Chr.  Orator. 


ctp.  I»,  t.  Î,  p.  34^, 

*  Demetr.  Phalcr.  de  Elocut.  ctp.  i^. 
^  Id.  ibid;  cap.  X2.  Cicer.  Onft.  ca£. 

5%.  t.  Lp.  454. 
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«iDds  of  a  difcourfe  were  then  diftiibuted  into  intervaJs  nearly 
equal,  their  members  yrere  conneâed  and  contrafted  by  words 
or  thoughts  interwoven  in  them.  The  words  themfelves,  by 
frequent  inverCons,  feemed.  to  wind  through  the  fpace  afligned 
to  them,  yet  fo  that  from  the  beginning  of  the  fentence,  the  end 
might  be  difcovered  by  attentive  hearers  *.  This  artifice,  when 
{kilfully  employed,  was  a  fource  of  pleafure,  but  too  frequently 
rq^eated,  became  fo  fatiguing  that  fometimes,  in  our  aflemblies, 
perfons  have  been  known  to  raife  their  voices,  and  finiflii  be- 
fore the  orator,  die  long  period  which  he  recited  with  compla* 
cency  ^ 

Reiterated  efibrts  having  at  length  rendered  elocution  nume- 
rous, flowing,  haimonious,  adapted  to  every  fubjeây  and  fuf- 
cepâble  of  every  pai&on,  language  among  the  Greeks  be- 
came diftinguHhed  into  tlnree  kinds  ;  that  of  poetry,  which  is 
noble  and  magnificent  ;  that  of  converfation,  which  is  fimple 
and  modeft  ;  and  that  of  more  elevated  profe,  which  approaches 
more  or  lefs  to  one  or  other  of  thefe,  according  to  the  fubje£i: 
on  which  it  is  employed.  . 

Orators  alfo  are  diftinguiflied  into  two  cbfles;  in  thç  firfl: 
are  comprifed  thofe  who  dedicate  their  eloquence  to  the  in- 
ftruâion  of  the  people  in  their  aflemblies,  as  Pericles  ;  to  de- 
fend the  interefts  of  individuals  at  the  bar,  as  Antiphon  and  Ly- 
fias  ;  or  to  adorn  philofophy  with  the  brilliant  colours  of  poetry, 
as  Democritus  and  Plato  ^  :  in  the  fécond  are  placed  thofe  who, 
only  cultivating  rhetoric  from  fordid  views  of  intereft  or  vain 
oftentadon,  declaim  in  public  and  pronounce  elaborate  orations 
on  the  nature  of  government  or  laws,  on  manners,  fciences,  and 
arts,  m  which  the  thoughts  are  only  rendered  more  obfcure  by 
the  ^language. 

The  greater  part  of  the  latter,  known  by  the  name  of  fophifls, 

are  fpread  over  all  Greece.    They  travel  from  xnty  to  city,  and 

are  every  where  received  with  applaufe,  and  followed  by  a  great 

'  ■  ■  ■  '■'    ■  ti 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  1%,  I     €  Id.  ibid.  cap.  »o.  t.  L  p.  4J6. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  1 5.  | 
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number  of  difciples,  who,  defirous  to  raife  tlicmfehres  fo  the  firft 
ftations  by  their  eloquence,  pay  liberally  for  their  leflbns,  and, 
white  they  attend  on  their  mafters,  lay  in  a  large  ftock  of 
thofe  general  notions  or  common-places  of  which  I  have  fpoken 
above. 

TTieir  works,  which  I  have  colleâed,  are  written  with  fo  much 
fymmetry  and  elegance,  and  contain  fuch  a  profufion  of  beau- 
ties, that  the  reader  is  fatigued  with  the  idea  of  the  labour  they 
muft  have  coft  their  authors.  If  they  fometimes  feduce>  they 
jievcr  move  the  paffions,  becaufe  in  them  paradox  holds  the 
place  of  truth,  and  the  ardour  of  the  imagination  that  of  the 
warmth  of  the  heart 

They  confider  rhetoric  fometimes  as  an  inftrument  of  per- 
funfion  \  the  exercife  of  which  requires  more  ingenuity  than 
fentiment,  and  fometimes  as  a  fpecics  of  tackics  of  which  the 
objeâ  is  to  colleft  a  great  number  of  words,  to  contraft,  ex- 
tend, and  fuftain  them  one  by  another,  and  make  them  march 
intrepidly  againft  the  enemy.  They  have  alfo  ambufcadcs  and 
bodies  of  referve,  but  their  principal  refource  is  in  the  noife  and 
fplendoui'  of  their  arms  '. 

This  fplendour  efpecially  fliines  in  the  eulc^iums  or  panegy-. 
rics  on  Hercules  "and  the  demi-gods.  ^Thefe  are  fubje^Jls  which 
are  chofen  in  preference,  and  the  rage  for  encomium  has  in* 
creafed  to  that  degree  that  it  has  even  extended  to  inanimate 
objefts  K  I  have  a  book  that  is  entitled  The  Prâife  of  Sab^  in 
which  all  the  riches  of  the  imagination  are  exhaufted  to  exag- 
gerate the  fervices  which  that  fubftance  has  rendered  to  mor- 
tals K 

The  impatience  which  the  greater  part  of  thefe  works  excite, 
rifes  even  to  indignation,  when  their  authors  infmuate,  or  en-» 
deavour  to  demonftrate,  that  the  orator  ought  to  be  able  equal- 


*  Plat,  in  Georg.  t.  i.  p.  459.  I  ii.  p.  530.  ^ 

i  Cicer.  de  Orat.  lib.  ».cap.  22.  t.  i.  I      1  Plat,  in  Conviv.  t.  iii.  p.  177.  Ifocr, 
p.  214.  in  Helen.  £ncoffl.  t.  ii.  p-  up. 

k  Aridot.  Rhetor,  lib.  i.  cap.  p>  t.  | 
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Ij  to  procure  a  tritimph  for  guilt  and  innocence,  falfehood  and 
truth"*. 

It  becomes  difguft  when  they  found  their  reafonings  on  the 
fubtleties  of  dialeâics.  The  moft  ingenuous  minds,  with  a  . 
viaw  to  try  their  ftrength,  engage  in  thefe  captious  quibbles. 
Xanthippus,  the  fon  of  Pericles,  ufed  to  divert  himfelf  with  re- 
lating that,  during  the  celebration  of  certain  games,  a  javelin 
that  had  carelefsly  been  thrown,  having  accidentally  kilkd  a 
horfe,  his  father  and  Protagoras  pafled  a  whole  day  in  invefti- 
gating  the  caufç  to  which  the  mifchance  ought  to  be  attributed^ 
whether  to  the  javelin,  the  hand  that  threw  the  javelin,  or  the 
inftitUtors  of  the  games  °. 

You  may  judge  from  the  following  example  of  the  enthufi- 
afm  which  the  artifice  of  eloquence'  formerly  excited.  During 
the  Peloponnefian  war,  a  Sicilian  arrived  In  Athens,  who  filled 
all  Greece  with  aftoniftiment  and  admiration  °.  This  was  Gor- 
gias,  whom  the  inhabitants  of  Leontium,  his  native  country, 
had  fent  to  implore  our  affiftance  p.  He  afcended  the  roftrum, 
and  pronounced  an  harangue  in  which  he  had  accumulated  the 
boldefl:  figures  and  the  moft  pompous  expreflions.  Thefe  fri- 
volous ornaments  were  diftributed  into  periods,  fometimes  re- 
gulated by  the  fame  meafure,  and  fometimes  clofing  with  the 
fame  cadence  ^.  The  Athenians  were  fo  dazzled  with  the  glare 
of  this  artificial  language  ',  that  they  immediately  voted  that 
fuccours  fliould  be  fent  to  the  Leontines,  compelled  the  orator 
to  fettle  among  them,  and  ran  in  crowds  to  receive  from  him 
lefibns  in  rhetoric  ^  The  higheft  praifes  were  laviihed  on  him 
when  he  pronounced  the  eulogium  of  thofe  citizens  who  had 
facrificed  their  lives  in  the  fervice  of  their  country  S  when,  at 
the  theatre,  he  declared  that  he  was  prepared  to  fpeak  on  any 


"  U.  in  Phaedr.  t.  iii.  p.  261, 

"  Plm.  in  Pericl.  t.  i.  p.  17a. 

^  Mem.  dc  I'Acad.  des  Bell.  Lettr. 
t  rv.  >f.  168. 

P  P'".  Hipp.  Maj.  t.  iii.  p.  2S2. 
Dio!.  Si  .  iwi  la.  p.  ij5.   • 

^  Qccr.  Orat.  cap.  49.  t.  i.  p.  461. 


Dio'iyf.  Halic.  Epil^.  ad  Amm.  cap.  2, 

t.  vi.  p.  79?  ;  cap.  17.  p.  S08. 

^  Dioi»)  f.  Halic.  dc  Lyf.  t.  v.  p.  458, 
s'  Mem.  diî  I'Acad.  des  Bell.  Lett.  t. 

XV.  p.  i6çf. 

t  Phiioftr.  dc  Vit.   Sophift.   lib.  I- 

p.  493. 
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fybjeft  diat  Ihduld  be  proppfed^  and  when,  at  tkc  public 
games,  he  recited  a  difcourfe  to  invite  the  .dificrent  ftates  of 
Çrecce  to  unite  ^gainft  the  barbaries  *. 

On  another  pccafion,  the  Greeks,  affemblcd  at  the  Pythian 
games,  decreed  him  a  ftatuç,  which  was  placed,  in  his  prcr^ 
fence,  in  the  temple  of  Apollo  y.  In  Thcflaly  his  talents  had 
been  crowned  with  ftill  more  flattering  fuccefs.  The  people  of 
that  country  were  as  yet  only  ?icquainted  with  tb?  arts  pf  break- 
ing horfes  and  enriching  themfelves  by  commerce  j  Gorgias  apn 
peared  among  them,  and  they  quickly  afpirqd  to  diftinguilh 
themfelves  by  the  endowment3  of  the  mind  K  / 

Gorgias  acquired  a  fortune  equal  to  his  réputation  ^  ;  but 
the  reyplutipn  be  efièéjed  in  the  n)inds  of  men  was  only  a  tran- 
Cent  intoxication.  In  reality  he  is  a  frigid  writer,  labouring 
to  attain  to  the  fublimc;  by  efforts  which  only  ïpnoye  him  far- 
ther from  his  objeâ,  while  the  n^agnificence.'of  m%  expref&ons 
frequently  only  fervcs  to  manifeft  the  fterility  of  his  ideas  ^ 
He  néverthelefs  extended  die  limits  of  his  art,  and  his  very 
faults  may  be  ufeful  as  leflbns. 

£ucUd,  while  he  ihowed  me  feveral  h^trangues  of  Gorgias^ 
^d  difierent  works  compofed  by  his  difciples,  Polus,  Lycim^ 
mus,  Alcidamas,  &c.  added,  I  lefs  value  the  pompous  ornament 
which  thefc  difplay  in  their  writings,  than  ^ç  noble  and  fimplc 
eloquence  which  charaflerifes  tl^ofe  of  Prodicu^  of  Ceos^* 
Th^s  author  pofleiles  what  accurate  n^inds  mud  efteem  a  prin- 
cipal beauty;  he  almoft  always'choofes  the  proper  term,  and 
difcovers  very  acute,  diftinftions  between  worcls  th^t  appear  fy« 
nonympus  \ 


"  Plat,  in  Oeorj;.  ty-  p.  447.  Ciccr. 
dc  Tin.  lib.  a.  cap.  1. 1.  ii.  p.  101.  Id. 
de  Orat.  lib.  x.  cap.  ai.  t.  i.  p.  153. 
Philoftr.  de  Vit.  Sophift.  p.  48  2. 
'  *  Ariftot.  RhctJor.  lib.  3,  cap.  14.  t. 
ii.  p.  599.  Paufan.  lib.  6.  p.  495.  Phi- 
loilri  ibid.  p.  493. 

y  Gicer.  de  Orat.  lib.  3.  cap.  3  a.  t. 
ip.  310.  Val.  Max.  lib.  8.  cap.  15. 
Piin.  lib.  33.  cap.  4.  p.  619.  Pbiloftr. 
î:  .    .  4 


ibid.  Hermip.  ap.  A  then,  lib*  if*  cap. 
15'.  p.  505. 

«  Plat,  in  Men.  t.  iL  p.  70.  Philoftr. 
Epift.  ad  Jul.  p.  9T9. 

*  Plat.  Hipp.  Maj.  t.  îiî.  p.  aS«. 

b  Mem.  lie  r Acad,  des  BelL  Lcttr. 
t.  xix.  p.  210. 

^  Id.  ibid.  t.  zzl.  p.  168. 

d  Plat,  in  Men.  t.  ii.  p.  75.  M»  *? 
Lach.  t.  ii.  p.  197. 
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Hiat)  faid  I,  is  true  ;  but  he  never  fufiers  one  to  pafs  without 
examining  it  with  a  fcrupulous  and  fatiguing  exaânefs.  You 
recoUeâ  what  he  one  day  faid  to  Socrates  and  Protagoras»  when 
he  wiihed  to  reconcile  their  opinions  ?  '^  It  appertains  to  you 
^  to  difcufs^  and  not  ta  SJpute  ;  for  we  di/cufr  with  our  friends^ 
**  but  We  di/pute  with  our  enemies.  By  that  you  will  obtain 
^  our  efieem,  and  not  our  praife  ;  for  efteem  is  in  the  heart,  and 
•*  prmfe  often  only  on  the  lips.  On  our  fide  we  (hall  receive 
"  fatisfa^ion^  and  not  pleafure  ;  for  fatisfaSiion  is  the  fentiment 
^  of  the  mind  when  it  is  enlightened,  and  pkqfure  the  feeling 
*^  of  the  fenfes  in  enjoyment  *." 

If  Prodicus  had  exprefled  himfelf  in  this  manner,  anfwered 
Euclid,  who  would  ever  have  had  patience  to  hear  him,  or  read 
his  works  ?  If  you  examine  the  latter  ^  you  will  be  compelled 
to  admire  the  fenfe,  as  well  as  the  elegance  of  his  ftyle.  The 
language  you  have  juft  repeated  is  attributed  to  him  by  Plato» 
who  diverted  himfelf  in  the  fame  manner  at  the  expence  of 
Protagoras,  Gorgias,  and  the  molt  celebrated  rhetoricians  of  his 
time  s.  He  has  reprefented  them  in  his  dialogues  difputing 
with  his  mafter,  and  in  thefe  pretended  converiations  has  exhi- 
bited fome  very  pleafant  fcenes. 

Has  not  Plato  then,  replied  I,  faithfully  related  the  conver- 
fations  of  Socrates  ?  I  doubt  he  has  not,  anfwered  Euclid  \  I 
even  believe  that  the  greater  part  of  thefe  converfations  never 
really  pafled  \ — ^But  will  not  almoft  every  one  exclaim  againft 
fuch  a  fuppofition  ? — ^Phaedon,  after  having  read  the  dialogue 
whkh  bears  his  name,  declared  that  he  did  not  recolleâ  any 
thbg  of  the  difcourfe  which  Plato  has  attributed  to  him^ 
Gorgias  faid  the  fame  of  the  dialogue  which  is  entitled  after 
his  name  :  he  only  added,  that  the  young  author  had  great  ta- 
lents for  fatire,  and  would  foon  be  qualified  to  fucceed  the  poet 
Archilochus  K — ^But  you  will  at  lead;  agree  that  his  portraits  in 


^  Id.  in  Prota^.  t.  i.  p.  357.    Mem. 
de  r  Acad,  des  Bell.  Lettr.  t.  »i.  p.  I^p. 
i  Xenopb.  Memor.  lib.  a.  p.  737. 
^  Piat.  io  Protag.  in  Gcorg.  in  Hipp. 


b  Gicer.  de  Orat  lib.  3.  cap.  3a.  t.  x. 

p.3io- 
i  Atheiu  lib.  11.  cap.  15.  p.  505. 
^  Herinip.  ap.  Athen.  ibta.        ' 
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general  have  a  rcfemblancc— \s  we  ought  not  to  form  our 
judgment  of  Pericles  and  Socrates  from  the  comedies  of  Arif- 
tophanes,  fo  neither  ought  we  to  judge  of  the  three  fophifts  of 
whom  I  have  fpoken  from  the  dialogues  of  Plato. 

He  had  no  doubt  reafon  to  oppofe  their  doârines,  but  he 
ought  not  to  have  reprefented  them  as  men  without  ideas  or 
knowledge,  incapable  of  following  an  argument»  ever  ready  to 
be  entangled  in  the  groffcft  fnares,  and  whofe  produftions  me- 
rit only  contempt.  If  they  had  not  pofiefled  great  abilities, 
they  would  not  have  been  fo  dangerous.  I  do  not  fay  that  he 
was  jealous  of  their  reputation,  as  fome  may  perhaps  hereafter 
fufpeâ  *  i  but  it  appears  that,  in  his  youth,  he  too  much  ad- 
diâed  himfelf  to  a  tafte  for  fiâions  and  pleafanty  '"• 

However  this  may  be,  the  abufes  introduced,  in  his  time^ 
into  eloquence,  occafioned  between  philofophy  and  rhetoric, 
yrhich  till  then  had  been  occupied  on  the  fame  objeâs,  and  bonie 
the  fame  name,  a  kind  of  divorce  which  ftill  fubfifts  **,  and 
which  has  often  deprived  them  of  the  fuccours  they  might  mu- 
tually afibrd  to  each  other  °«  The  former  reproaches  the  latter, 
lometimes  in  the  ftyle  of  contempt,  with  ufurping  her  rights, 
and  daring  to  treat  circurortantially  on  religion,  politics^  and 
morab,  without  being  acquainted  with  their  principles  p.  But 
it  may  be  replied  to  philofophy,  that,  as  (he  is  unable  herfelf 
to  terminate  our  differences  by  the  fublimity  of  her  dogmas 
and  the  precifion  of  her  language,  flic  ought  to  permit  her  rival 
to  become  her  interpreter,  to  adorn  her  with  her  charms,  and 
render  her  more  familiar  ;  and  this  in  faâ  is  what  has  been 
done,  in  our  time,  by  the  orators  who,*  profiting  by  their  ac- 
quaintance both  with  philofophy  and  rhetoric,  have  dedicated 
their  talents  to  public  utility. 

At  the  head  of  thefe,  I,  without  hefitation,  place  Pericles. 
He  was  indebted  to  the  klTons  of  the  rhetoricians  and  philofo- 

1  Dionyf.  Haiic.  Ep.  ad  Pomp.  t.  vi.  I  Jç,  t.  î  p.  294  et  296. 
fu7i^.  I       '  Li.ib-'.  '  «p.  V  p.  422. 

"^  Tim.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  i  x.  p.  505.  s       ,P  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i.  cap.  IJ.  p.  14$» 
"  Cicct.  de  Ottt.  lib.  3.  cap.  16  et  ( 
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phcrs  for  that  propriety  of  arrangement  and  extenfiv€  know- 
ledge, which)  in  concert  with  his  genius,  carried  the  art  of 
oratory  ahnoft  to  its  perfeâion^.  Alcibiades,  Critias,  and 
Theramencs  %  followed  in  his  footfteps.  Thofe  who  fucceed- 
ed  have  equalled,  and  even  fomctimes  furpafled,  while  they  la- 
boured to  imitate  them  ;  and  it  may  be  aflerted  tfiat  the  taftc 
of  true  eloquence  is  now  ûxéd  in  all  its  different  kinds. 

You  are  acquainted  with  the  authors  who  have  diftinguifhed 
themfelves  in  our  time,  and  are  able  to  appreciate  their  merit* 
As  I  have  only  judged,  anfwered  I,  from  natural  fentiment,  I 
could  wifli  to  know  whether  the  impreilions  I  have  received  arc 
juftified  by  the  rules  of  art.  Thofe  rules,  replied  E^^clld,  the 
fruits  of  long  experience,  were  formed  from  the  wOrks  and 
fucceis  of  great  poets  and  the  firft  orators  '• 

The  empire  of  this  art  is  very  extenfive  ;  it  is  cxercifed  in 
the  general  afiemblies,  in  which  the  interefts  of  a  nation  are 
difcuflèd  ;  before  tribunals,  by  which  the  difputes  of  individu- 
als are  determined  ;  in  difcourfes  which  repfefent  vice  and 
virtue  in  their  true  colours  \  and  on  all  occafions,  in  fine,  when 
the  objedi  is  the  inftruâion  of  mankind  ^  Hence  originate 
three  fpecies  of  eloquence,  the  deliberative,  the  judiciary,  and 
the  demonftrative  ^,  Thus  to  haften  or  prevent  the  decifion 
of  the  people,  to  defend  the  innocent,  or  conirifl:  the  guilty, 
to  praife  virtue,  and  cenfure  vice,  are  the  noble  furiûious  of 
the  orator.  And  how  is  he  to  acquit  himfclf  of  tlicfe  ?  By 
perfuafion.  And  by  v/hat  means  may  perfuafion  be  eflfefted  ? 
By  profound  ftudy,  fay  the  philofophers  ;  by  the  affiftance  of 
rules,  fay  the  rhetoridans  \ 

The  merit  of  rhetoric,  according  to  the  former,  confifts  not 
in  a  happy  conneâion  of  the  exordium,  the  narration,  and  the 
other  parts  of  a  difcourfe  V  ;  nor  ih  the  artifices  of  ftyle,  voice. 


^  Plat. in  Phsedr.  t.  iit.  p.  169.  Cicer. 
de  Clar.  Orat.  cap.  11  et  it.  t.  i.  p.  345. 

*"  Cicer.  dc  Orat.  lib.  a.  cap. ^22.  p. 
114.    Id.  de  Clar.  Orat.  cap.  7.  p.  342. 

'  Id,  ibid.  lib.  i.  cap.  31.  p.  161. 

5  ?lat.  in  Phaedr.  t,  i\i,  p.  %6u 


"  Ariftot.  Rhetor  lib.  i.  cap.  3.  t,  ii. 
p.  519.  Id.  Rhetor*,  ad  Alexand.  cap. 
Î.  p.  610. 

*  Plat,  in  Phaedr.  t.  iii.  p.  267. 

y  Id.  ibid.  p.  266.  Ariaot.  Kiictor. 
lib.  I.  cap.  X.  p.  $1%, 
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and  gcfturc,  which  are  employed  tofcducc  a  corrupted  people  »• 
Thefe  are  only  acceflbries,  fometimes  ufeful^  but  almoil  always 
d](oges(»is«  What  then  (hall  we  require  from  the  orator? 
That  to  natural  genius  he  join  fclence  and  ftudy» 

Let  the  man  whom  nature  has  deftined  to  the  ezercife  of 
eloquence  wait  till  philolbphy  has  conduced  him  to  it  by  flow 
(leps  *  ;  till  flie  {hall  have  proved  to  him  that  the  art  of  fpeak- 
ing,  which  fhould  convince  before  it  perfuades»  muft  derive  its 
principal  ftrength  fropi  the  art  of  reafoning^j  till  (be  fliall 
have  taught  him  to  conceive  accurate  ideas»  to  ezprefs  them 
with  perfpicuity,  to  diftinguiih  and  obferve  all  the  relations  and 
contraftft  of  their  objeâ«»  and  to  know  and  make  known  to 
others  what  each  thing  effentially  is  ^.  He  (hail  thus  become 
largely  endowed  with  the  knowledge  proper  for  a  ftateiinan, 
sm  upright  judge,  and  a  virtuous  citizen  <>  ;  and  ihall  be  well 
acquaint^  with  the  difierent  farms  of  government,  the  laws 
and  interefts  of  nations  \  the  nature  of  man,  and  the  incon- 
ftant  play  of  human  palTions  ^. 

But  this  knowledge,  purchafed  by  long  and  laborious  ie« 
fearches,  muft  eafily  be  contaminated  by  the  contagious  breath 
of  opinion,  unlefs  it  be  fupported,  not  only  by  acknowledged 
probity  and  confummate  prudence  •',  but  alfo  by  an  ardent 
aeal  for  juftice,  and  a  profound  veneration  for  the  gods,  the 
witnefles  of  his  aâions  and  his  words  **. 

Then  (hall  his  language  become  the  organ  of  truth,  poflefs 
the  fimplicity,  energy,  ardour,  and  perfuafnre  dignity  by  which 
truth  is  charaûaized  $  it  (hall  be  Icfs  embelliihed  by  the  fplcn- 
dour  of  his  eloquence  than  by  that  of  his  virtues  ',  and  all  his 
fliafts  {hall  reach  their  deftined  aim,  becaufe  every  hearer  (hall 
be  perfuaded  that  they  proceed  from  a  hand  which  has  never 
wilfully  erred. 


^  Ariftot.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  1. 1.  ii.  p. 


^t 


Cicer.  Crat.  cap.  4.  p.  433. 
b  Ariûot.  ibid.  lib.  I.  cap.  i.  p.  5X3. 
^  Plat,  in  Ph«dr.  t.  iii,  p.  277. 
^  Ariltot.  Rbetor.  l  X.  c.  4.  p  et  x«. 


^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  9.  t.  ii.  p.  521. 
f  Plat,  in  Gcorg.  t.  i.  p.  4bi. 
S^  Ariftat..ibid.  lib.  s.  cap.  i«  p«  547* 
h  Pîat.  in  Phsedr.  t.  iiL  p.  î73« 
1  Ariftot.  ibid.  lib.  x*  cap.  %.  p*  5^5* 
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Such  an  orator  only  (hall  aflume  the  right  to  ,expl;ûn  to  U8 
in  the  popular  ailèmbly  what  is  truely  ufeful  ;  at  the  bar  what 
is  truely'juft,  and  in  difcourfes  dedicated  to  the  memory  of 
great  men^  or  the  panegyric  of  noble  aâions,  what  is  truelj 
praife-worthy  K 

We  haye  fecn  what  is  the  opinion  of  philofophers  with  re- 
gard to  rhetoric  j  let  us  now  proceed  to  examine  the  end  which 
rhetoricians  propofe  to  themfelves,  and  the  rules  which  they 
have  laid  down.  But  Ariftotle  has  undertaken  to  colleâ  then 
in  a  work  *,  in  which  he  will  doubtlefs  treat  his  fubjeâ  with 
that  fuperiority  which  is  fo  confpicuous  in  his  former  writ- 
îngs"'. 

Thofe  who  have  preceded  him  have  confined  themfelves» 
fometimes  properly  to  arrange  the  parts  of  a  difcourfe  without 
paying  attention  to  ftrengthen  it  with  convincing  proofs", 
fometimes  to  colleâ  a  number  of  general  maxims  or  common- 
places S  ^nd  {bmetimes  to  give  us  fome  precepts  on  ftyle^ 
and  the  means  of  moving  the  paflions  \  '  At  other  times  tliey 
teach  a  variety  of  artifices  which  may  give  to  probability  a  fu- 
periority over  truth,  and  make  the  worfe  appear  the  better 
caufe  '■'.  But  all  have  negleâed  the  moft  effential  parts,  as  the 
regulation  of  the  aâion  and  voice  of  the  fpeaker  *  ;  and  all 
have  laboured  to  form  the  pleader,  without  faying  a  word  of 
the  public  orator.  That,  faid  I,  excites  my  furprife  ;  for  the 
funâions  of  the  latter  are  much  more  ufeful,  noble,  and  dif- 
ficult, than  tliofe  of  the  former  ^  They  no  doubt  thought, 
replied  Euclid,  that,  in  an  aflembly  where  all  the  citizens  have 
the  fame  intereft,  eloquence  ought  only  to  relate  plain'  fa£ts, 
and  give  falutary  counfel  5  but  that  every  artifice  of  rhetoric 


k  Plat*  in  Phaedr.  p.  374.  Ariftot. 
Rhetor,  lib.  t.  cap*.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  519.  Id. 
Rhetor,  ad  Alexand.  cap.  2.  p.  610, 

I  Ariftot.  Rhetor,  t.  ii.  p.  512.  CJcer. 
de  Onu  lib.  3.  cap.  35.  t.  i.  p.  3I3. 

**  Qcer.  de  Orat.  lib.  a.  cup.  38.  t. 
i  p.  229. 

*  ArlAot.  ibid.  1. 1.  c.  1. 1.  ii.  p.  513. 


^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  2.  p.  518. 
P  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  x.  p.  584. 
^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i.  cap.  2.  p.  515. 
'  Id.  ibid.  lib.  2-  cap.  23.  p.  377; 
cap.  24.  p.  581 

'  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  f .  p.  584. 

'  Id.  ibid.,  lib.  3.  cap.  17,  t.  ii»p.  ^05» 
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Is  required  to  induce  judges  to  favour  a  caufe  to  which  they 
are  naturally  indiffèrent  and  ftrangers  ". 

In  the  work  of  Ariftotle,  the  opinions  of  thefe  authors  w^ill 
%e  given  and  examined,  often  attacked,  and  almoft  always  ac- 
companied with  acute  obfervations  and  important  additions. 
*  As  you  will  one  day  read  it,  it  is  unneceflary  for  me  to  fay  any 
"more  of  it  at  prefent. 

I  put  a  great  number  of  ceftions  to  Euclid,  but  to  very 
Ettle  purpofe,  as  he  would  fcarcely  return  me  anfwers.— Have 
the  rhetoricians  adopted  the  principles  of  the  philofophers  ?— 
They  frequently  depart  from  them,  and  efpecialiy  when  they 
prefer  probability  to  truth  *.^— What  is  the  firft  quality  of  an 
able  orator  ? — ^To  be  an  excellent  logician  y.  What  is  his  firft 
'duty  ? — ^To  (how  that  a  thing  is,  or  is  not  *.— .What  ought  to 
'be  !;is  principal  attention  ? — ^To  difcover  in  each  fubjeA  the 
means  proper  to  perfuade  *. — Into  how  many  parts  is  a  dif- 
courfe  divided? — Thj  rhc. jiicians  admit  a  great  number^, 
which  are  reducible  to  four  ;  the  exordium,  the  propofition  or 
faft,  the  proof,  and  the  peroration  :  the  firft  and  laft  may  even 
be  omitted  *-'.  I  was  proceeding  in  my  inquiries,  but  Euclid 
requefted  me  to  defift,  and  J  could  only  obtain  from  him  a  few 
remarks  on  ftyle. 

Notwithftanding  the  Greek  language  is  fo-rich  and  copious, 
faid  I,  you  cannot  but  have  perceived  that  the'  cxpredion  does 
'not  always  correfpond  to  the  idea.  No  doubt,  replied  he,  but 
we  poflefs  the  fame  right  as  the  firft  inftitutors  of  languages*  j 
we  ar^  permitted,  to  hazard  a  new  word,  either  by  creating  it 
ourfelves,  or  deriving  it  from  a  word  already  known*.  At 
other  times  we  add  a  figurative  to  tlie  literal  fenfè  of  an  ex- 
prcftion  confecrated  by  cuftom  j  or  we  intimately  unite  two 
words  to  form  a  third  ;  but  this  latter  licence  is  commonly  rc- 


"  W.  ibid.  lib.  1.  cap.  r.  p.  513. 

*  Plat,  in  Phaedr.  t.  iii.  p.  167. 

y  Ariftot.  Rhetor,  lib.  i.  cap.  x.  t. 
ii.  p.  515. 

'  Id.  ibid.  p.  512. 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  i  et  a. 


b  Plat,  in  Phaedr.  t.  iii.  p.  atfy. 
^  Ariftot.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap,  13. 
d  Quindlil.  lib.  S.  cap.  3.  p.  48^. 
*  DiOietr.  Pbalcr.  de  Elocut.  Cap. 
95»  9^1  ôtc, 
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ferved  to  the  poets  f,  and  efpecially  to  the  writers  of  dîthyram- 
bics  *.  As  to  other  innovations,  they  ought  to  be  ufed  with 
difcretion  ;  and  they  are  never  adopted  by  the  puhlic,  except 
when  they  are  conformable  to  the  analogy  of  the  language. 

The  beauty  of  an  exprcflion  confifts  in  the  found  witli  which 
it  delights  the  car,  and  the  fenfe  tliat  it  contains  \  but  let  none 
be  admitted  into  a  work  which  may  oiF:^  id  modefty  or  difguft 
good  tafte.  One  of  your  authors,  anfwercîd  I,  will  not  admit 
any  difference  between  the  figns  of  our  thoughts,  and  affirm» 
that  in  whatever  manner  an  idea  be  cxprefled,  it  always  produ^ 
ces  the  fame  efFeâ.  He  is  miftaken,  replied  Euclid  ;  of  twa 
words  which  aïe  at  our  choice,  one  is  more  modeft  and  de- 
cent than  the  other,  becaufe  it  only  indicates  the  image  which 
the  other  places  immediately  before  our  eyes  \ 

We  have  proper  and  figurative,  fimple  a;id  compound,  fo- 
reign and  native  words  *  i  fome  are  more  noble  or  more  orjna-^ 
mental  than  others,  becaufe  they  awaken  in  us  more  exalted 
or  more  Agreeable  ideas  ^  \  others  are  fo  mean,  or  fo  diflbnant, 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  admitted  either  into  profe  or  verfe  '. 

From  the  different  combinations  of  words  are  formed  periods^ 
fome  of  which  confift  only  of  a  fingle  member  ",  while  others 
^re  compofed  of  two,  three,  or  four  members  ;  but  none  ought 
to  contain  more  than  four  •. 

A  dilcourfe  ought  not  to  prefent  an  unvaried  fucceflion  of 
complete  and  fymmetrical  periods,  like  the  orations  of  Gorgias* 
and  Ifocrates,  nor  a  feries  of  fhort  and  detached  fentences  p, 
like  thofe  of  the  ancients.  The  former  fatigue  the  mind,  the 
htter  wound  the  ear  ^.     The  meafures  of  the  period  fliould  be 


f  Id.  ibid.  cap.  93.    Ariftot.  Rhetor, 
lib.  3.  cap.  3.  p.  585. 
K  Ariftot.  Rhetor,  lib.  3.  cap.  3.  t.  ii. 

?•  587- 

*>  Id.  ibid,  cap,  a.  p.  $66. 

i  Id.  Poet.  cap.  21  et  2%.  t.  ii.  p.  66Z 
et  $69. 

k  Demctr.  Phalcr.  de  Elocut.  cap. 
»75,  Ï75.  &c. 

1  Theophr.  ap.   Uionyf.    Halic.  de 


Compof.  Verb.  cap.  16.  t.  v.  p.  ia5. 
Demetr.  Phalcr.  «b.d.  cap.  17p. 

"^  Ariftot.  Rhetor,  lib.  5.  cap.  9.  t. 
ii.p.  592. 

"  Dcmctr.  Phaler.  de  Elocut.  cap. 
16. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  15. 

P  Id.  ibid.  cap.  4. 

^  Cicer.  de  Or  at.  U^  3.  cap.  4^.  t* 
i.  p»  3«^' 
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incelTantly  divcrfificd,  by  which  the  ftylc  will  at  once  dJfplaf 
tfie  beauties  of  art  and  of  Cmplicity  '  ;  it  will  even  acquire  ma- 
jefty,  if  the  lafk  member  of  the  period  have,  greater  extent  thaa 
the  former  •,  and  if  it  concludes  with  one  of  thofe  leng  fylla- 
bles  on  which  the  voice  repofes  in  a  harmonious  clofe  ^. 

The  two  moft  effential  requifites  to  good  language  are  pro- 
priety and  perfpicuity  ". 

I  ft.  Propriety.  It  was  early  perceived  that  to  cxprefs  great 
ideas  in  abjeâ  terms,  and  mean  thoughts  in  pompous  expref- 
fions,  was  to  clothe  in  rags  the  mafters  of  the  world,  and  array- 
in  purple  the  dregs  of  the  people  :  it  was  alfo  perceived  that 
the  foul  fpeaks  a  different  language  according  as  it  Is  in  motion 
or  at  reft  ;  that  on  old  man  does  not  exprefs  himfelf  like  a 
youth,  nor  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  like  thofe  of  the  city. 
Hence  it  follows,  that  the  diÛion  ftiould  vary  according  to  the 
charaâèr  of  him  who  fpeaks,  and  that  of  thofe  whom  he  ad- 
drefles  ;  according  to  the  nature  of  the  fubjeâ  he  treats,  and 
the  circumftances  in  which  he  may  chance  to  be  '.  It  alfo  foU 
lows,  that  the  ftyle  of  poetry,  and  that  of  oratory,  hiftory,  and 
dialogue,  muft  effentially  differ  from  each  other  ^  ;  and  even 
that  in  each  of  tliefe  kinds  of  ftyle  the  manners  and  talents  of 
an  author  muft  produce  a  fenfible  difference  in  his  language  '• 

2d,  Parfp'uuity.  An  orator  or  a  writer  ought  accurately  to 
have  ftudied  the  language  in  which  he  fpeaks  or  writes.  If  the 
rules  of  grammar  are  violated,  it  will  be  frequently  difficult  to 
underftand  his  meaning.  If  he  make  ufe  of  ambiguous  words, 
or  ufelefs  circumlocutions,  place  improperly  the  conjunftions 
which  connedi  the  members  of  a  fentence,  confound  the  plural 
with  the  lingular,  difregard  the  dillin£lion  which  has  been  efta- 
Uifhed  in  thefe  modern  times  between  raafculine  and  feminine 
nouns,  employ  the  fame  expreffion  to  fignify  the  imprcfiions 


'  Bemetr.  Phaler.  ibid.  cap.  15. 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  \  S. 

*  Ariftot.  Rhetor,  lib.  3.  cap.  8.  t.  ii. 

P-  59T- 
<*Ud.  ibid.  cap.  2.  p.  584. 


'^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  7.  t.ii.  p.  591. 

y  Id.  tbid.  cap.  i.  t.  ii.  p.  584.  De« 
metr.  Fhalcr.  dc  Elocut.  cap.  19.  Cicer. 
Orat.  cap.  ao.  t.  i.  p.  436. 

^  Cicer.  Orat.  cap.  11.  \}.  428. 
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received  by  two  different  fenfes  *,  diftribute  at  random,  afrer 
the  manner  of  Hcraclitus,  the  words  of  a  fentence  fo  that  the 
reader  cannot  guefs  at  the  punfluation  intended  by  the  author  ; 
all  thefe  defefts  will  equally  contribute  to  the  obfcurity  of  his 
ftyle  *  ;  which  will  be  ftill  more  increafed  if  the  profufion  of 
ornaments  and  the"  length  of  the  periods  bewilder  the  attention 
of  the  reader,  and  do  not  fufFer  him  to  take  breath  *,  or  if,  by  a 
too  great  rapidity  of  exprefllon,  the  thought  efcapes  him,  like 
thofe  racers  who  difappear  in  an  inftant  from,  the  eyes  of  the 
fpcftator'^. 

Nothing  contributes  more  to  pcrfpicuity  than  words  in  com- 
mon ufe  *  ;  but  if  their  ordinary  acceptation  is  never  varied,  the 
ftyle  will  become  familiar  and  creeping  ;  .it  fliould  be  elevated 
by  new  turns  and  figurative  expreffions  '. 

The  movement  of  profe  ought  to  be  regulated  by  an  eafy 
rhythmus,  and  fhould  abftain  from  the  too  artificial  cadence  of 
poetry  ^.  The  greater  part  of  critics  exclude  from  it  verfe,  and 
this  interdiuion  is  founded  on  a  principle  that  ought  never  to 
be  loft  fight  of,  which  is,  that  art  fhould  conceal  itfelf  «  ;  and 
an  author  who  would  move  or  perfuade  ought  not  too  openly 
to  difcover  his  intent.  But  profe  which  changes  into  verfe  be- 
trays conftraint  and  artifice.  What  !  faid  I,  if  a  verfe  fhould 
cfcape  a  writer  in  the  warmth  of  compofition,  muft  it  be  rejeft- 
cd  at  the  hazard  of  enfeebling  the  thought  ?  If  it  has  only  the 
appearance  of  verfe,  replied  Euclid,  it  fhould  be  retained,  and  it 
will  be  an  embellifhment  ^  5  if  it  is  regular,  it  fhould  be  broken, 
and  its  fragments  will  render  the  period  more  fonorous  •.     Se- 


•  This  has  been  done  by  ^fchylus 
(in  Promcth.  v.  21).  Vulcan  fays  that 
Promethetis  (ball  no  more  fee  thç  voice 
or  figure  of  a  man. 

*  Arirtot.  Rhetor,  lib.  3.  cap.  5.  t. 
iL  p.  5 St.  Id.  Rhetor,  ad  Alex.  cap. 
a 6.  p.  632. 

b  Demerr.  Phaler.  de  Elocut.  c.  2«S. 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.202. 
<i  Ariftot.  Rhetor,  lib.  3.  cap.  s.  t. 
ii-  P-  585- 
Vol.  III. 


«  Id.  ibid. 

f  Id.  ibid.  cap.  8.  p.  591.  Ciccr.  dc 
Clar.  Orat.  cap.  S.  t.  1.  p.  343.  Id. 
Orat.  cap.  2p.  p.  436;  cap.  51.  p.  463. 

5  ï(\,  ibid.  cap.  2.  t.  ii.  p.  585,  Cicer. 
de  Orat.  lib.  2.  cap.  37.  p.  a  zS. 

h  Demetr.  Phalcr.  de  Elocut.  cap. 
184.     Hcrmog.  de  Form.  Orat.  lib.  % 

t.   i.  p.   14  2. 

1  Demetr.  Phaler.  ibid.  cap.  183. 
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veral  writers,  and  Ifocrates  himfelf,  have  expofed  their  works 
to  cenfure  from  having  negleâed  this  precaution  ^. 

Glyccra,  when  forming  a  garland,  is  not  more  attentive  to 
the  arrangement  of  colours  than  an  author  whofe  ear  is  delicate 
is  to  the  harmony  of  founds.  On  this  fubjeél  numerous  pre- 
cepts have  been  given  that  I  omit  j  but  one  queftion  has  arifen 
on  which  I  have  frequently  heard  difputes.  May  twb  words. 
immediately  follow  each  other,  one  of  which  ends  and  the  o- 
dier  begins  with  the  fame  vowel?  Ifocrates  and  his  difcipies 
carefully  avoid  this  concurrence,  as  does  Demofthenes  fre- 
quently ;  but  Thucydides  and  Plato  rarely  pay  attention  to  it  '. 
Some  critics  rigoroufly  forbid  it  ™  ;  others  accompany  the  la'wr 
with  reftriâions,  and  maintain  that  an  abfolute  prohibition 
would  fometimes  be  detrimental  to  the  gravity  of  the  Ian-» 
guage  «^. 

I  have  heard  fpeak,  ftibjoined  F,  of  different  kinds  bf  ftyle  ;. 
fuch  as  the  noble,  tlie  grave,  the  fimple,  the  agreeable  °,  &c. 
*  Let  us  leave  to  rhetoricians,  anfwered  Euclid,  the  care  of  af- 
figning  to  thefe  their  refpeâive  charaâers.  I  have  indicated 
them  all  in  two  words.  If  the  language  be  clear  and  proper,  if 
an  exaâ  proportion  be  maintained'  between  the  words,  the 
thoughts,  and  the  fubjeâ^,  nothing  more  ought  to  be  re» 
quired. 

If  we  reflect  attentively  on  this  principle,  we  fliall  not  be  fui> 
prifed  at  the  following  affertions.  The  eloquence  of  the  bar 
differs  effentially  from  that  of  the  roftrum.  An  orator  will  be 
pardoned  negligences  and  repetitions  which  would  not  be  al- 
lowed m  a  writer  \  A  difcourfe  applauded  in  the  general  af- 
fembly  (hall  not  be  endured  in  the  clofet,  becaufe  the  aâion 
and  manner  conftituted  its  principal  merit;  while  another^ 
written  with  the  greateft  care,  fliall  not  fuccecd  in  public,  for 


^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  ix8«  Hieronym.  apf 
Cicer.  Orat.  cap.  56.  t.  i.  p.  46S. 

1  Cicer.  Orat.  cap.  44.  t.  i.  p.  457. 

'^  Axlfkot.  Rhetor,  ad  Alex.  cap.  16. 
t.  ii.  p.  632. 

*  Pemetr.  Phakr.  de  Elocut.  cap. 


322  et  ^23. 

^  Anftot.  Rhetor,  lib.  3,  cap.  i».  t. 
ii.  p.  5^8.^    Demetr.  Phaler.  ibid,  cas:  ^ 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  7.  t.  iL  p.  590. 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  12.  p.  55»^ 
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\rant  of  the  aâion  fultable  to  a  popular  harangue  ^,  The  lan- 
guage which  fceks  to  dazzle  us  by  its  magnificence,  becomes  ex- 
ccflivcly  frigid  when  it  is  inharmonious,  when  the  labour  of 
the  author  is  too  apparent,  and  when,  to  ufe  an  expreffion  of 
Sophocles,  he  violently  inflates  his  cheeks  to  blow  into  a  little 
flute  *.  The  ftyle  of  fome  orators  is  infupportable  from  the 
multiplicity  of  verfes  and  Compound  words  which  they  borrow 
from  poetry  ^  On  the  other  hand,  Alcidamas  difgufts  us  by  a 
profufion  of  redundant  epithets,  and  Oorgias  by  the  obfcurity 
bf  his  far-fetched  metaphors  ". 

The  greater  part  of  hyperboles  infilfe  a  mortal  frigidity. 
Thofe  authors  are  only  to  be  ridiculed  who  confound  a  nervous 
with  a  forced  ftyle,  and  labour  with  contorfions  to  bring  forth 
expreffions  of  genius.  One  of  thefe,  fpeaking  of  the  rock  which 
Polyphemus  threw  at  the  (hip  of  Ulyflcs,  fays,  "  The  goats 
were  feen  to  feed  undifturbed  on  the  rock  as  it  cleaved  the 
air  . 

I  have  often  obferved,  replied  I,  the  abufe  of  figures  5  and 
perhaps  they  ought  to  be  entirely  banifhed  from  profe,  as  ha» 
been  done  by  fome  modem  authors  ^.  Proper  words,  replied 
he,  conftitute  the  language  of  reafon,  and  figurative  expreffions 
that  of  paffion.  Reafon  may  defign  a,  pifture,  and  wit  fcatter 
over  it  fome  flight  ornaments,  but  it  appertains  to  paffion  alone 
to  give  it  motion  and  life.  A  foul  which  wilhes  us  to  (hare  its 
emotions,  calls  all  nature  to  its  aid,  and  creates  to  itfelf  a  new 
language.  By  difcovering  among  the  objefts  that  furround  us 
features  of  refemblance  or  oppofition,  it  rapidly  accumulates  fi- 
gures, which  may  be  reduced  to  a  fingle  one,  which  I  call  fimi- 
litude.  if  I  fay,  Achilles  rufies  on  his  adverfary  like  a  liofiy  t 
make  a  comparifon  :  if  I  fay,  fimply,  that  lion  rufiesy  it  is  a  me- 
taphor ^     Achilles  fHJÔifier  than  the  nuinJ,  is  an  hyperbole*     If 


'  M.ibid. 

'  Longia.  de  Sublim.  §  3. 

t  Demctr.  Phalcr.  de  Klocut.  c.  117. 

u  AriltoL  Rhetor.  Jib.  3»  cap.  3.  t. 


ii.  p.  587- 


*  Detnetr.  ibid,  cap;  115. 

y  Id.  Phalcr.  dc  Elocut.  cap.  67. 

*  Ariftot.  Rhetor,  lib.  3.  cap.  4- 
ii.  p.  5SS. 
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his  courage  be  coutrafted  with  the  cowardice  of  ThcrGte%  ai» 
antithefis  will  be  produced.  Thus,  the  comparifon  places  two 
objeâs  near  to  each  other,  the  metaphor  confounds  them,  and 
the  hyperbole  and  antithefis  fcparates,  after  having  brought 
them  together. 

Comparifons  are  more  fuitable  to  poetry  than  profe  *  ;  the 
hyperbole  and  antithefis  more  proper  for  funeral  orations  and 
panegyrics  than  popular  harangues  and  pleadings  j  but  meta- 
phors are  eflential  to  every  kind  and  ftyle  of  language.  They 
give  an  air  of  novelty  to  the  moft  common  idea  **.  The  reader 
remains  for  a  moment  in  fufpenfe,  but  foon  difcovers  through 
the  thin  veil,  the  relations  which  were  only  concealed  from  him 
that  he  might  enjoy  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  difcovery.  Some 
time  Cnce  furprife  was  excited,  when  an  author  compared  old 
age  to  ftraw  ^,  that  ftraw  which^  once  filled  with  grain,  is  be- 
come empty,  and  ready  to  be  reduced  to  duft*  But  the  em- 
blem was  adopted,  becaufe  it  paints,  at  a  fingle  ftrokc,  the  tran- 
fition  from  fiourifhing  youth  to  barren  and  feeble  decrepitude. 

As  die  pleafures  of  the  mind  are  only  pleafures  of  furprife, 
and  endure  but  for  an  inftant,  the  fame  figure  cannot  be  re- 
peatedly employed  with  the  fame  fuccefs,  but  will  foon  be  con- 
founded with  common  and  appropriate  terms,  as  has  happened 
to  many  metaphors,  which  haye  been  multiplied  m  all  lan- 
guages, and  efpecially  in  ours.  Thefc  expreflions,  a  clear  voiccy 
rugged  manners  y  and  others  fimilar,  have  loft  their  metaphorical 
value  by  becoming  familiar  ^* 

The  metaphor  fhould,  as  much  as  pofllble,  reprefent  the  ob- 
je£l  in  aûion.  Obferve  how  all  things  are  animated  beneath 
the  pencil  of  Homer  \  the  fpear  thirfts  for  the  blood  of  the  ene- 
my, and  the  dart  is  impatient  to  ftrike  ^. 

In  certain  cafes,  metaphors  which  awaken  agreeable  ideas 
are  to  be  preferred.     Homer  has  faid,  rofy-Jingered  Aurora^  be- 


*  Id.  ibid.     Demetr.  Phaler.  de  Elo- I      <*  Deraetr.   Phaler.  dc  Elocut.  cap. 
cat.  cap.  90.  I  87  et  %^, 

t>  Id.  ibid.  cap.  t,  t.  ii.  p.  585.  |      ^  Ariftot.  Rhetor.  lib.  3»  c»p.  il.  t. 

^  1(1.  iDid.  cap.  10.  t.  ii.  p.  593.  1  ii.  p.  595. 
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caufe  he  had  perhaps  remarked  that  Nature  fometimes  dîffufcs 
over  a  beautiful  hand  tints  of  a  rofe-colour,  which  contribute  to 
heighten  its  beauty.  What  would  have  become  of  his  inwge  tf 
he  had  faid,  purple-Jingered  Aurora  ^  ? 

Each  figure  (hould  preferve  an  accurate  and  manifeft  fimill- 
tudc.  You  no  doubt  recolledi  the  confternation  of  the  Athe- 
nians when  Pericles  faid  to  them,  **  Our  youth  have  fallen  in 
battle.  It  b  as  if  the  year  were  deprived  of  the  fpringB." 
Here  the  analogy  is  perfeâ,  for  youth  is  to  the  different  periods 
of  life  what  the  fpring  is  to  the  other  feafons  of  the  year. 

This  cxpreffion  of  Euripides,  The  oar  the  f over etgn  (f  the  fias  ^ 
has  been  with  reafon  condemned,  becaufc  fo  lofty  a  title  is  un- 
fuitable  to  fuch  an  inftrument  ^.  The  cxpreffion  of  Gorgias, 
You  reap  in  grief  nvhat  ym  have  fiwed  in  Jhame\  has  likewife 
been  condemned,  no  doubt,  becaufe  the  words  to  fo^V  and  reap 
have  not  hitherto  been  ufcd  in  a  figurative  fenfe  except  by  the 
poets.  Laftly,  Plato  has  been  cenfured,  when,  to  exprefs  that 
a  well  conftituted  city  ought  not  to  have  walls,  he  has  faid,  that 
the  walls  ihould  be  left  to  fleep  lying  on  the  ground  "*• 

Euclid  proceeded  to  enlarge  on  tlie  different  ornaments  of 
difcourfe.  He  cited  feveral  happy  tranfrtions,  fine  allufions, 
ingenious  thoughts,  and  repartees  abounding  in  wit  *  *.  He 
eonfefied,  that  the  greater  part  of  thefe  add  nothing  to  our 
knowledge,  and  only  (how  with  what  rapidity  the  mind  can 
proceed  to  a  conclufion  without  (topping  at  the  intermediary 
ideas.  He  allowed  likewife  tliat  certain  modes  of  cxpreffion 
have  been  by  turns  approved  and  rejeâed  by  critics  of  equal 
abilities. 

After  having  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  manner  of  regu- 
lating the  voice  and  gcfture,  and  reminding  me  tliat  De- 
mofthenes  confidered  aâion  as  the  firft,  fécond,  and  third  qua- 


f  Id.  ibid.  cap.  2.  t.  ii.  p.  586. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  za  p.  594. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  2.  p.  586. 

>  Id  ibid.  cap.  3.  p.  587. 

*  PUt.  dc  Leg.  lib.  6.  t.  iL  p.  778. 


Longin.  de  Sublim.  §  3. 

1  Ariftot.  ibid.  cap.  ii.  t.  iL  p.  59^. 
Demetr.  Phaler.  de  Elocut.  cap.  271. 

*  See  note  at  the  eod  of  the  volume. 
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lity  of  an  orator  "*,  he  added.  Eloquence  has  every  where  affi«: 
mllated  itfelf  to  the^  charaâer  of  the  nation.  The  Greeks  of 
Caria»  Myfia,  and  Phrygia,  are  ftill  rude  and  unrefined,  and 
feem  to  admire  only  what  refembles  the  luxury  of  the  fatraps, 
of  whom  they  are  the  flaves.  Their  orators  declaim  with 
forced  intonations,  harangues  overloaded  with  faftidious  redun- 
dance °  ;  while  the  Spartans,  with  fcvere  manners  and  a  found 
judgment,  hold  in  profound  contempt  every  fpçcies  of  often- 
tation  'y  they  fay  but  a  word,  but  fometimes  that  word  contains 
a  treatife  on  morals  or  politics. 

Let  a  ftranger  liilen  to  our  ableft  orators,  or  read  our  bed 
writers,  and  he  will  foon  be  convinced  that  he  is  in  the  midfl 
of  a  fenfible,  learned,  and  poliihcd  nation,  abounding  in  wit 
and  tafte.  He  will  every  where  find  the  fame  facility  to  dif- 
covcr  the  beauties  moft  fuiiable  to  each  fubjeô,  and  the  &mo 
difcretion  in  their  di(lribution  i  and  he  will  conftantly  perceive 
that  thefe  are  heightened  by  touches  which  awaken  the  atten- 
tion, and  graces  which  embellifli  reafon®. 

Even  in  the  works  in  which  the  greateft  fimplicity  reignsj^ 
how  much  will  he  be  furprifed  to  find  a  language  that  might 
be  eafily  miftaken  for  the  moft  common  and  ufual,  though  it  is 
feparated  from  it  by  a  very  wide  interval  ?  And  how  great  muft 
be  his  aftoniihment  to  difcover  in  it  tranfcendcnt  beauties, 
which  he  would  never  have  perceived  had  he  not  vainly  endea- 
voured to  transfef  them  to  his  own  writings  ^  ? 

I  now  afked  Euclid  what  author  he  would  propofe  as  a  model 
of  ftyle.  None  in  particular,  replied  he  ;  but  all  in  general  ^« 
I  Ihall  name  no  one  exprcfsly,  becaufe  thofe  two  of  our  writersx 
who  approach  neareft  perfeâion,  Plato  and  Demofliienes,  fomcr 
times  err,  the  one  by  excefs  of  ornament'',  and  the  other  by  dc^ 


^  Cic.  de  Clar.  Orat.  cap.  38.  t.  i.  p. 
368. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  8. 1. 1.  p.  425  ;  cap. 

!«•  P-  433.. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  9.  t.  i.'  p.  426.    Id. 
dc  Opt,  Gci».  Orat.  t.  i.  p.  451.  Quinc- 


til.  lib.  6.  cap.  3.  p.  373  et  3^5. 
P  Id.  Orat.  cap.  23,  t.  î.  p.  438. 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  9.  t.  i.  p.  4i6< 
*■  Dicnjf.  Halic.  Ep.  ad  Poirp.  t.  vi. 

p.  75». 
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feSt  of  elevation  »•  I  fay  all*  in  general,  becaufc  by  ftudying 
them>  and  comparing  one  with  another,  we  may  learn  not  only 
to  give  a  colouring  to  our  language  \  but  may  alfo  acquire  that 
pure  and  exquiiite  tafte  which  direâs  and  judges  the  produc- 
tions of  genius,  a  rapid  fentiment,  which  is  become  fo  wiilely 
diffiifed  among  us  tliat  it  might  be  confidered  as  the  inftin£b  of 
the  nation. 

Ton  are  well  acquainted  indeed  with  what  contempt  the 
Athenians  rejeâ  whatever  is  incorre£l  or  inelegant  in  a  dif- 
courfe,  and  how  haftily  they  exclaim  in  their  afiemblies  againfl: 
an  improper  expreflbn,  or  a  falfe  intonation,  and  what  labour  it 
cofts  our  orators  to  give  content  to  ears  fo  rigid  and  fo  deli« 
cate  ".  They  arc  offended,  replied  I,  when  the  harmony  is  de- 
ficient, but  not  when  decency  is  violated.  Do  they  not  conti- 
nually revile  each  other  with  the  mod  grols  and  filthy  abufe  ? 
What  are  the  means  which  fome  among  them  have  employed 
to  arrive  at  admiration  and.applaufe  ?  The  frequent  ufe  of  *thc 
hyperbole  %  the  glare  of  the  antithefis»  and  all  the  gaudy  orns^ 
ments  of  rhetoric^,  ^violent  geftures,  and  frantic  exclamations'. 

Euclid  anfwered,  diat  thefe  extravagances  were  condemned 
by  peribns  of  found  judgment.  But,  replied  I,  are  they  by  the 
Athenians  in  general  ?  Every  year  are  not  deteftabk  dramatic 
pieces  preferred,  at  the  theatre,  .to  thofc  that  poflefs  the  greateft 
excellence*  ?  Some  tranfient  fuccsefies,  faid  he,  obtained  by  fur« 
j)Tife  or  intrigue,  cannot  eftablifh  tlie  reputation  of  an  author. 
One  proof,  anfwered  I,  that  good  tafte  is  not  general  among 
you  is,  that  you  ftill  have  bad  writers.  One,  after  the  example 
of  Gorgias,  fcatters  vnth  profafion  through  his  profe  all  the  em- 
bellilfaments  of  poetry  ^  ;  another  turns,  .fmooths,  rounds  and 
.lengthens  his  periods,  till  wis  forget  their  beginning  before  we 
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*  iEfcbin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  4I2 
cer.  Oral.  cap.  S.  p.  426. 

^  Cicer  de  Orat.  Ub.  z.  cap.  14. 

P-  ««S- 
**  W.  Orat.  cap.  8.  t.  i.  p.  435. 

*  Âriftot.  Rhetor.  Ub.  3.  rap.  11.  t. 


y  irocn  Panath.  t.  ii.  p.  181. 

'  iEl'chin.  in  Timarch.  p.  364.  Plut, 
in  Nic.  r.  i.  p.  518, 

*  Auî.  Gell.  iib.  17.  cap.  4. 

*>  Ariftot.  Rhetor,  lib.  3.  cap.  I.  t 
ii.  p.  534- 
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hear  their  conclufion  «.  Others  carry  their  affcûatîon  to  the 
moft  ridiculous  abfurdity  ;  a$,  for  inftance,  he  who  fpeaking  of 
a  centaur  called  him  a  man  on  horfehack  on  hmfelf^. 

Thefe  authors,  faid  Euclid,  are  like  abufes  which  infinuate 
themfelvcs  into  every  thing,  and  their  triumphs  like  thofe 
dreams  which  leave  behind  them  only  regret.  I  exclude  them, 
and  their  admirers  likewife,  from  that  nation  of  which  I  boaft 
the  taile,  and  which  is  only  compofed  of  enlightened  citizens. 
Thefe,  fooner  or  later,  muft  fix  the  decifions  of  the  multitude  % 
an  1  you  will  not  deny  that  they  are  more  numerous  among  us 
tlian  among  any  other  people. 

It  appears  to  me  that  eloquence  has  now  arrived  at  it  higheft 
degree  of  improvement  ^ .  Who  can  fay  what  will  be  its  fate 
hereafter  ?  It  is  eafy  to  forcfee  it,  anfwcrcd  I.  It  will  be  ener- 
vated if  you  are  fubjeâed  by  any  foreign  power  *,  and  annihi- 
late J,  if  philofophy  {hould  e(labli(h  her  dominion  over  you  ; 
but  happily  you  are  fccure  from  the  latter  danger.  EucKd  per- 
ceived my  idej,  and  requefted  me  to  explain  it  more  at  length. 
I  will,  replied  I,  on  condition  you  pardon  me  my  eccentricities 
and  paradoxes. 

I  underftand  by  philofophy  a  reafon  tranfccndently  enlighten- 
ed, and  I  would  alk  you  whether  thofe  illufions  which  have  en- 
tered into  language  as  well  as  into  our  paffions,  would  not  va- 
nifli  at  is  appearance  like  phantoms  and  ihadows  at  the  dawning 
of  the  day. 

Let  us  take  for  our  judge  one  of  thofe  genii  which  inhabit  the 
celeftial  fpheres,  and  whofe  fole  nouri(hment  is  pure  truth.  Let 
us  imagine  him  defcehded  to  earth,  and  that  I  place  before  him 
a  difcourfe  on  morals.  He  will  applaud  the  folidity  erf  the 
principles,  the  clearnefs  of  the  ideas,  the  ftrength  of  the  proofs, 
and  the  propriety  of  the  terms.  Yet,  neverthelefs,  fay  I,  this 
difcourfe  cannot  fuccecd  unlefs  it  be  tranflated  into  the  language 


^Demctr.  Phnler.  de  Elociit.  cap.  4. 
<*  Id.  ibi»^.  rap.  tpl. 
^  Luciac.  in  Hcrmot.  t.  i.  cap.  2.  p. 
«53' 


f  Theophr.   ap.    Phot.  Biblioth.  p. 

3P4- 

8  CiVf  r.  de  Clar.  Orat.  cap.  9.  t.  U  p^ 
344.  Id.  de  Orat.  lib.  2.  cap.  23.  p.  314. 
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of  the  orators.  The  members  of  this  period  muft  be  rendered 
more  fymmetrical,  and  the  words  in  this  other  differently  ar- 
ranged, to  produce  more  agreeable  founds  *.  I  have  not  always 
exprcffed  myfcif  with  fufficient  precifion.  My  hearers  wpuld 
never  pardon  me  for  having  diftrufted  their  underftanding.  My 
ftyle  is  too  fimplej  I  ought  to  have  embcllilhed  it  with  lumi- 
nous points  ».  What  are  thofe  luminous  points  ?  aflcs  the  ge- 
nius.— ^Hyperboles,  comparifons,  metaphors,  and  other  figures, 
to  exalt  things  above,  or  dcbafe  them  below  their  value  \ 

This  language,  no  doubt,  aftoniflics  you,  but  we  mortals  are 
fo  conftituted,  that  to  defend  even  the  truth,  it  is  neccflary  to 
employ  fiftion.  I  Ihall  cite  to  you  fome  of  thefe  figures,  bor- 
rowed for  the  mod  part  from  the  writings  of  the  poets,  who 
have  given  them  m  ftrong  colours,  and  from  whofe  works  fome 
orators  tranfplant  them  into  their  profe.  They  arc  the  orna- 
ment of  an  eulogium  of  which  the  beginning  is  as  follows  : 

I  prepare  to  render  the  name  of  my  hero  for  ever  celebrated  among 
men  '.  Stop,  fays  the  genius,  can  you  be  certain  that  your  work 
will  be  known  and  applauded  in  every  age  and  country  ?  No, 
anfwer  I,  but  it  is  a  figure.  His  ance/lors,  who  were  the  eye  of 
Sicily  ^j  fixed  their  abode  near  Mount  ^tna^  the  column  of  heaven  °. 
I  hear  the  genius  fay  in  a  low  voice,  Heaven  fupported  by  a 
fmall  rock  in  this  infignificant  globe  which  is  called  tlie  earth  ! 
What  extravagance  !  Words  fiveeter  than  honey  flow  from  his 
lips  *^,  they  fall  without  interruption  as  the  fleeces  of  fno^v  defcend 
en  the  plain  P.  What  have  words  in  common  with  honey  and 
fnow  ?  fays  the  genius.  He  has  gathered  the  flower  of  mufic  % 
and  his  lyre  extinguipjes  the  flaming  thunderbolt  '.  The  genius 
furveys  me  with  aftonifhment,  and  I  continue  :  He  has  the  eye 
and  the  prudence  of  Jupiter^  the  terrible  aJpeSl  of  Mars,  and  the 


h  Demetr.  Phaler.  dc  Elocut.  cap. 

i  Cicf  r.  de  Orat.  lib.  $.  cap.  45.  t.  1. 
p.  303.  Id.  Orat.  cap.  25.  p.  440.  Id. 
dc  Clar.  Orat.  cap.  79.  p.  402, 

k  QuinAil.  lib.  p.  cap,  2.  r.  ^47. 

*  Ifocr.  in  Evag.  t.  ii.  p.  71. 


"  Find.  Olymp.  2.  ▼.  17. 
*»  Id.  Pyth.  I.  V.  36. 
^  Homer.  Iliad.  lib.  i.  ▼.  «49. 
P  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  v.  22%, 
*ï  Hnd.  Olymp.  i.  v.  32» 
'  Id.  Pyth.  X.  V.  8. 
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^rength  of  Neptune  ••  The  number  of  beauties  of  m:%ich  he  has 
snade  the  conquejl^  equals  tlie  rtUmber  of  the  leaves  of  the  trees^  and 
that  of  the  ivaves  which  roll  in  fucceffion  to  expire  on  the  fiore  of 
the  ocean  ^  Ât  thcfe  words  die  genius  difappears,  and  wings 
his  way  towards  the'  abodes  of  light. 

Though  it  may  be  objeQied  to  you,  faid  Euclid,  that  yoa 
have  heaped  together  too  many  figures  in  this  eulogium,  I  can 
admit  that  our  exaggerations  falfify  our  ideas  as  well  as  our  fen- 
timcnts,  and  that  diey  give  offence  to  a  mind  unaccuftomed  ta 
them.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  reafoa  will  not  remain  in 
ÎU1  eternal  infancy.  Do  not  flatter  yourfelf,  replied  I  ^  ma« 
would  no  longer  bear  a  juft  proportion  to  the  reft  of  nature, 
«ould  he  attain  to  the  perfection  of  which  he  imagines  himfelf 
capable. 

Were  our  fenfes  to  become  exquifitely  acute,  die  palate 
would  be  unable  to  bear  the  impreOion  of  honey  and  milk,  or 
the  hand  to  reft  on  any  body  without  feeling'  great  pain  \  the 
fcent  of  a  rofe  would  threw  us  into  convulfions,  the  leaft  noife 
rend  the  membrane  of  our  ears,  and  our  eyes  would  difcover 
frightful  wrinkles  in  the  texture  of  the  moft  beautiful  &in.  It 
is  the  fame  with  the  qualities  of  the  mind  ;  if  that  ihould  acquire 
a  more  piercing  difcernment  and  more  rigorous  accuracy,  how 
much  muft  it  be  difgufted  at  the  feeblenefs  and  impropriety  of 
the  figns  which  reprefent  our  ideaç  i  It  would  no  doubt  create 
to  kfelf  another  language .;  but  what  would  become  of  that  of 
the  paflions  ?  What  would  become  of  the  paflions  themfelves 
«nder  the  abfolute  government  of  a  reafon  fo  rigid  and  fo  pure  ? 
They  and  the  imagination  likcwife  would  become  exdnâ,  and 
man  would  no  longer  be  the  fame  creature. 

In  the  ftate  in  which  he  at  prefent  is,  every  produâion  of  his 
mind,  his  heart,  and  his  hands,  only  announces  his  inûifficiency 
and  his  wants.  He  is  enclofcd  within  narrow  limits,  and  na- 
ture feverely  puniflies  him  if  he  attempts  to  pafs  them.     Do 


»  Homer.  Diad.   a.  v,  idp  et  47S.  I      «  Anacr.Oa.  32. 
Fuftath,  t.  i. 
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jaa  Imagine  that  by  becoming  civilized  he  has  made  any  great 
advances  toward  perfeâion  ?  What  then  has  he  gained  ?  In  the 
general  order  of  fociety  he  has  fubftituted  laws  made  by  men 
for  thofe  natural  laws  of  which  the  gods  are  the  authors  ;  in 
manners,  hypocrify  for  virtue  ;  in  his  pleafures,  illufion  for  rea- 
lity 3  and  in  politenefs,  ceremony  for  fentiment.  His  tafte  has 
been  fo  corrupted  by  refinement,  that  he  has  found  himfelf 
conftrained  to  prefer,  in  the  arts,  thofe  that  are  agreeable  to 
dioie  that  are  ufeful  ^  in  eloquence,  the  merit  of  ftyle  to  that  of 
the  thought  "  ;  and  in  everything,  artifice  to  truth.  I  will  ven- 
ture to  affirm  it,  the  only  fuperiority  which  enlightened  na*- 
tions  have  over  us  is,  that  they  have  brought  to  perfcûion  the 
art  of  feigning,  and  found  the  fecret  to  affix  a  maik  on  every 
countenance. 

That  this  is  the  great  aim  of  rhetoric  I  perceive  by  all  that 
you  have  faid,  and  to  attain  to  it  words  are  arrayed  in  pleafing 
colours.  Far,  therefore,  from  ftudying  the  precepts  of  fuch  an 
art,  I  fhall  only  regard  the  obfervation  of  Ariftotle,  who,  when 
I  once  aflxd  him  by  what  marks  a  good  work  might  be  known, 
anfwered  me,  <^  If  it  is  impoilible  to  add  any  thing  to  it,  or  to 
take  the  lead  thing  from  it  *." 

After  this  converfation,  Euclid  and  I  left  the  library,  and  tock 
a  walk  toward  the  Lycseum.  As  we  went,  he  ihowed  me  a  let» 
ter  which  he  had  juft  received  from  the  wife  of  one  of  his 
iriends,  the  orthography  of  which  appeared  to  me  faulty.  Some- 
times nn  i  was  written  for  an  <,  or  a  s  for  a  //.  I  have  al- 
ways been  furprifed,  faid  I,  at  this  negligence  of  the  Athenian 
ladies.  They  write,  anfwered  he,  as  they  fpeak,  and  as  words 
were  formerly  pronounced^.  Changes  then,  replied  I,  have 
taken  place  in  your  pronunciation  ?  Very  many,  anfwered 
Euclid:  formerly,  for  example,  we  faid  himera  (day);  after^ 
ward  we  faid  hémera,  the  Aril  e  clofe  ;  and  afterward  himera^ 
the  firft  e  open. 

"  Ariftot.  Rhetor.  14b.  3.  cap.  1. 1.  ii.  I      *  W.  dc  Mor,|Iib.  ».  c.  5.  t.  iî.  p.  ai. 
^5^4*  I      '  PUt.  ia  GratjI.  t.  i.  p.  4x8. 
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Cuftom,  to  render  certain  words  more  fonorous,  or  more  ma- 
jeftkr,  drops  fome  letters  and  adds  others  ;  and  thefe  continued 
alterations  deprive  thofe  who  wifli  to  make  refcarchc^  into  the 
origin  of  the  language  of  all  hope  of  fuccefs  '.  Cuftom  like- 
wife  condemns  to  oblivion  many  words  which  were  formerly  in 
common  ufe,  and  which,  perhaps,  it  would  not  be  amifs  to  re- 
vive. 

As  we  entered  the  firft  court  of  the  Lyceum,  our  attention 
was  excited  by  loud  exclamations  that  proceeded  from  one  of 
the  halls  of  the  gymnafium.  The  rhetorician  Leon,  and  the 
fophift  Pythodorus,  were  engaged  in  a  violent  difpute.  Wc 
had  great  difficulty  to  make  our  way  through  die  crowd.  Come 
near,  faid  the  former  to  us  ;  here  is  Pythodorus,  who  maintains 
that  his  art  does  not  differ  from  mine,  and  that  the  objeâ  which 
we  both  have  in  view,  is  to  deceive  thofe  who  liften  to  us. 
What  efiixjntery  from  a  man  who  ought  to  blufli  at  the  name  o£ 
fophift  ! 

That  name,  replied  Pythodorus,  was  formerly  honourable  ;  it 
is  that  which  thofe  aflumed  who,  from  the  time  of  Solon  to  Pe- 
ricles, dedicated  themfelves  to  the  ftudy  of  wifdom,for  that  is  its 
real  import.  Plato  wifhing  to  ridicule  fome  by  whom  it  had  been 
abufed  ',  rendered  it  contemptible  among  his  difciples.  Tet 
do  I  fee  it  every  day  applied  to  Socrates  **,  whom  you  no  doubt 
refpecl,  and  to  the  orator  Antiphon,  whom  you  profefe  to 
efteem  ^.  But  the  prefent  queftion  is  not  merely  concerning  a 
name  ;  I  here  lay  it  down  in  your  prefence,  and  am  prepared 
without  other  intereflf  than  that  of  truth,  or  other  aid  than  that 
'of  reafon,  to  prove  to  you  that  the  rhetorician  and  the  fophift 
employ  the  fame  means  to  arrive  at  the  fame  end. 

I  can  fcarcely  reftrain  my  indignation,  exclaimed  Leon. 
What  !  fhall  vile  mercenaries,  ihall  mere  workmen  in  words  S 


*  Lyf.  in  Theomn.  p.  18.  Plat,  in 
Cratyl.  t.  i.  p.  414.  Sczt.  £mpir.  adv. 
Gramm.  lib*  r.cap.  x.  p.  234. 

*  Platrin  Gorg.  in  Protag.  in  Hipp. 


b  iEfchin.  in  Tiraarcli.  p.  487. 
^  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  x.p.  729. 
^  Mneiarch.  ap.  Ciccr.  de  Orat.  lib. 
X.  cap.  18.  t.  i.p.  148. 
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who  accuftom  their  difciples  to  arm  themfelves  with  fopKifms 
and  quibbles,  and  to  defend  indiâèrently  either  fide  of  a  quef- 
tion,  fhall  thefe  have  the  efFrontcry  to  compare  themfelves  to 
thofe  refpeâable  men  who  defend  the  caufe  of  innocence  at  the 
bar,  demonftrate  the  true  interefts  of  the  ftate  in  the  popular  af- 
fembly,  and  eflbntially  benefit  mankind  by  the  difcourfes  they 
pronounce  in  honour  or  virtue  ?  I  do  not  compare  men,  faid 
Pythodorus  ;  I  fpeak  of  the  art  they  profefs.  We  fliall  foon 
fee  whether  thefe  refpeâable  men  be  not  more  to  be  dreaded 
Ûan  the  moft  dangerous  fophifts. 

Will  you  not  grant  me  that  both  your  difciples  and  mine, 
little  follcitous  to  arrive  at  truth,  commonly  flop  fhort  at  proba- 
bility *  ? — ^Yes  ;  but  the  former  found  their  reafonings  on  great 
probabilities,  and  the  latter  on  frivolous  appearances— --And 
what  do  you  imderftand  by  probable  ? — ^That  which  appears 
fuch  to  all,  or  the  greater  part  of  men  ^. — Confider  well  your 
anfwer  ;  for  it  will  follow  from  it,  that  thofe  fophifts  who  by 
their  eloquence  have  obtained  the  fuffirages  of  a  nation  have 
advanced  only  probable  propofitions. — ^They  can  only  dazzle  the 
multitude  \  the  wife  will  not  be  mifled  by  the  illufion* 

Mufl  we  then,  afked  Pythodorus,  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  the 
fages  to  know  whether  a  thing  is  probable  or  not  ? — No  doubt, 
replied  Leon,  and  I  add  to  my  definition  that,  in  certain  cafes» 
that  only  ought  to  be  confidered  as  probable  which  is  acknow- 
ledged to  be  fuch  by  the  greater  number  of  fages,  or  at  leaft  by 
the  beft  Infoi:med  and  moft  difceming  among  them  ^.  It  hap- 
pens then,  fometimes,  that  it  is  fo  difficult  to  know  what  is 
probable,  that  it  even  efcapes  the  greater  part  of  fages,  and  can 
only  be  perceived  by  the  moft  difcerning  ? — ^Well — And  when 
you  hefitate  concerning  the  reality  of  thefe  probabilities  which 
are  imperceptible  to  almoft  aU  the  world,  do  you  repair  to  this 
fmall  number  of  men  of  fuperior  knowledge  and  difcemrhent  to 
confult  them  ? — ^No  :  I  rely  on  my  own  judgment,  and  prc- 


•  Ariftot.  Rhetor,  lib.  i.  cap.  a.  t.  ii.  I      f  Id.  Topic,  lib.  i.  ca^).  i.  t.  i.  p.  i8o. 
p.  514  et  517  ;  lili.  3.  cap.  i.  p.  5S4.      |      ^  Id.  ibid. 
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fume  what  their  decifion  would  be.     But  what  conclufion  da 
you  draw  from  thcfe  tirefome  fubtleties  ? 

You  fee,  continued  Pjthodorus,  that  you  make  no  fcruple  to 
adopt  an  opinion  which  you  have  decided  to  be  probable  by 
your  own  authority,  and  that  deceitful  probabilities  fuffice  to 
determine  the  orator  as  well  as  the  fophift  •*.— But  the  former 
is  fincere,  and  the  other  not.— They  then  only  differ  by  inten- 
tion ;  and  this  in  faâ:  has  been  confefled  by  philofophical  writ- 
ers ^  I  will  endeavour  however  to  deprive  you  of  this  advan* 
tage. 

You  accule  the  fophifts  of  maintaining*  indifierently  either 
fide  of  a  queftion  ;  but  I  would  aik  you  whether  rhetoric  as  well 
as  logic  does  not  lay  down  rules  fuccefsf ully  to  defend  two  con- 
trary opinions  K — I  grant  it  ;  but  we  exhort  the  young  pupil 
not  to  make  an  improper  ufc  of  thefe  rules  '.  He  ought  to 
know  thcm^  that  he  may  be  able  to  avoid  the  fnares  that  an 
artful  enemy  may  prepare  for  him  ". — ^That  is  to  fay,  after  you 
have  put  into  the  hands  of  a  youth  a  poniard  and  a  fword,  you 
fay  to  him»  when  the  enemy  (hall  prefs  you  clofely,  and  you 
find  yourfclf  ftrongly  urged  by  intereft,  ambition,  and  the  délire 
ef  vengeance,  ftrike  witli  one  of  thefc  weapons,  but  make  no  ufc 
of  the  other,  even  though  you  were  certain  it  would  gain  you 
tlie  vi£lory  ".  I  (hould  admire  this  moderation  ;  but  to  be  cer- 
tain whether  he  will  really  exercife  it,  let  us  follow  him  to  the 
combat,  or  rather  jtemit  me  to  lead  you  to  it  myfclf. 

Let  us  fuppofe,  that  you  are  to  conduft  the  profecution  of  a 
man  whofe  crime  is  not  prm^ed  ;  and  fuffcr  me  to  recal  to  jont 
memory  the  precepts  which  the  teachers  of  your  art  every  day 
inculcate  to  their  pupils.  I  fhall  fay  to  you  y  your  firft  objeft 
is  to  perfuade  ®,  and  to  effedl  this  perfuafion,  you-  rauft  pleafe. 


b  Ariftot.  Rhetor,  lib.  a.  cap.  24.  t. 
a.  p.  58Ï. 

i  Id.  ibid.  lib.  t.  cnp.  x.  t.  ii.  p.  5x4. 

k  Id.  ibid.  Ciccr.  dc  Orat.  lib.  2. 
cap.  7  ct  53.  t.  i.  p.  ipp  et  343. 

*  Plat,  in  Gorg.  t.  i.  p.  457. 


"  Ariftot.  Rhetor.  lib.  i.  ctp.  1. 1. 
ii.  p.  514. 
**  Cicerde  Ortt.  lib.  3.  cap.  14- 1. 1. 

^  Ariftot.  Rhetor,  lib.  i.  cap.  2.  p. 
515- 
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and  move  the  paiHons  p.  You  have  wit  and  abDities,  and  are 
In  poâcflîon  of  the  higheft  reputation.  Let  us  derive  profit 
from  thcfe  advantages  *  :  they  have  already  infpired  your  hear- 
ers with  confidence  in  you  V  which  you  will  incrcafe  by  intcr- 
iperfing  dirough  the  exordium^  and  the  following  parts  of  your 
difcourfe,  maxims  of  jufticc,  and  probity  *  j  but  efpecially  by 
ftzttering  your  judges,  whofe  knowledge,  fenfe,^  and  equity  you 
will  be  careful  to  extol  '.  Negkél  not  the  fufPrages  of  the  af- 
fembly  ;  it  will  be  eafy  for  you  to  obtain  them.  Nodiing  fa 
eafy,  faid  Socrates,  as  to  praife  the  Athenians  in  the  midft  of 
Adiens  ;  conform  to  their  tafte,  and  reprefent  every  thing  as 
praiseworthy  which  they  are  inclined  to  honour  **• 

According  to  the  nature  of  your  caufe,  give  to  the  dcfeÛs  or 
good  qualities  of  the  two  parties,  the  colours  of  the  virtues  or 
vices  on  which  they  border.  Place  iu  the  mod  advantageous^ 
Hght  the  real  or  imaginary  merit  of  him  for  whom  you  fpeak. 
Excufe  his^  failings,  or  rather  declare  they  are  the  excefs  of 
virtue.  Transform  infolence  into  greatnefs  of  mind^  temerity 
into  courage,  prodigality  into  liberality,  the  tranfports  of  an-» 
ger  into  expreiEons  of  franknefs^.  and  you  wiU  dazzle  and  mif^ 
lead  your  judges  *. 

As  the  nobleft  privilege  of  rhetoric  is  to  embcUifh  and  disfi- 
gure, to  magnify  and  diminifli  all  objeâs  ^  fear  not  to  paint 
your  adverfary  in  the  blacked  colours  v  dip  your  pen  in  gall  ; 
be  careful  to  aggravate  his  fmalleft  failings^  to  inftil  your  ve- 
nom into  his  bell  allions  *,  and  to  fpread  a  glck>my  ihade  o- 
ver  his  charaôef.  Is^  he  circumfpedi  and  prudent  ;  fay  that 
be  is  fufpicious  and  capable  of  treachery  *. 


P  Id.  ihid.  lib.  3.  cap.  I.  t.  ii.  p.  584. 
Cicer.  de  Opt.  Gen.  Orat.  cap.  1.  t.  i. 
p.  541,  (^LoâiL  lib.  3.  cap.  5.  p. 
1^ 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i.  cap.  2.  p.  515. 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  2.  cap.  2.  t.  ii.  p.  547. 
U.  Rhetor,  ud  Alezand.  p.  650. 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  1.  cap.  p.  t.  ii.  p.  530, 
Sec. 

'  Id.  ibid.  ad.  Alesand.  cap.  ^7.  t.  ii. 


"  Id.  Rhetor,  lib.  i.  cap.  9.  t.  ii.  p- 

532. 

^  Id.  ibid. 

y  Ifocr.  Panegyr.  t.  i.  p.  H3.  Plat, 
in  PhsBdr.  t.  iiL  p.  267.  AriftoU  Rhetor, 
lib.  a.  cap.  iS.  p.  568.  Sest.  Eoipir. 
adv.  Rhetor,  lib.  a.  p.  298. 

2.  Ariftot.  Rhetor,  ad  Alcxand.  cap. 
4  et  7.  t.  ii.  p.  617  et  6zo. 

*  Id.  Rhetor,  lib.  i.  cap.  9.  L  iL  pb. 

"'■  6 
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Some  orators  crown  tlie  viûim  before  tliey  give  the  fatal 
blow  :  they  begin  by  beftowing  praife  on  the  adverfe  party,  and, 
after  having  removed  far  from  them  all  fufpicion  of  infincerityi 
they  at  their  leifurc  plunge  the  poniard  in  his  heart**.  If  you  he- 
fitate  to  employ  this  refinement  in  mifchief,  I  can  fupply  you 
with  another  weapon  no  lefs  formidable.  When  your  adverfary 
(hall  overwhelm  you  with  tlie  weight  of  his  arguments,  inftead 
of  anfwering  them,  attack  him  with  ridicule,  and  you  will  read 
his  defeat  in  the  eyes  of  your  judges  *. 

If  he  has  only  advifed  an  aft  of  injuftice,  affirm  that  he  is 
more  culpable  than  if  he'  had  committed  it  ;  if  he  has  merely 
followed  the  fuggeftions  of  anotlier,  maintain  that  the  aâion 
is  more  criminal  than  the  advice.  This  I  have  feen  done,  not 
long  ago,  by  one  of  our  orators  *,  in  his  pleadings  on  two  dif- 
ferent caufes  **. 

If  the  written  laws  are  exprcfsly  againft  you,  have  recourfe 
to  the  law  of  nature,  and  fliow  that  that  is  more  equitable 
than  any  written  laws  ;  but  if  the  latter  are  favourable  to  your 
caufe,  infift  with  all  your  force,  that  the  judges  cannot  difpenfe 
with  them  under  any  pretext  ^ 

Your  adverfary,  confefRng  his  fault,  may  perhaps  allege  that 
he  committed  it  through  ignorance,  or  by  accident  ;  maintain 
diat  it  was  the  confequcnce  of  a  premeditated  defign  ^  Does 
he  offer  an  oath  as  a  proof  of  his  innocence  ;  fay,  without  he- 
iitation,  that  he  only  means  to  evade  judicc  by  perjury  :  but  if 
you  propofe  to  confirm  by  an  oath  what  you  are  about  to  ad- 
vance, declare,  that  no  aâ  can  be  more  religious  or  more  no- 
ble, than  to  commit  our  caufe  into  the  hands  of  the  gods  ^. 


t>  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  15.  t.  ii.  p. 
Col. 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  x8.  t.  ii.  p.  6c6. 
Cicer.  Or.it.  cap.  16.  p.  441.  Id.  de 
Ont.  lib.  2.  cap.  54.  p.  244. 

•  Leodainas  proltculing  the  orator 
Calliftratus,  and  afterwards  Chabtias 
the  general. 

X 


d  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i.  t.  ii.  cap.  7.  p. 

52 -. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  15.  t.  ii.  p.  543.  Seit. 
Empir.  adv.  Rhetor,  lib.  2.  p.  2p6. 

f  Id.  ibid,  ad  Alezand.  cap.  5.  t.  ii. 
p.  61B, 

£  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i.  cap.  15.  t.  ii.  p. 
546.    Quindlil.  lib.  5.  cap.  6. 
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.  If  you  have  no  witneffes^  endeavour  to  Ihow,  that  this  kind 
4f  evidence  is  uncertain  and  Unimportant  ^  if  you  have^  ufe 
every  argument  to  prove  its  weight  and  value  K 

Is  it  advantageoils  to  you>  that  the  flayes  of  the  adverfe  party 
Ihould  be  put  to  the  toiture»  maintain  that  this  is  the  ftrongeft 
of  all  proofs  j  but  would  you  wtih  to  prevent  yours  from  being 
fubjeâed  to  the  fame .  trial;  fay»  that  it  is  the  mod  uncertain 
and  moft  dangerous  of  all  )• 

Thefe  means  facilitate  the  viâory  ;  but  it  is  neceilary  to  en- 
fiire  it«  During  the  whole  aâion,  rather  lofe  fight  of  your 
caufe  tha^n  of  your  judges  s  till  you  have  fubdued  them»  you 
cannot  triumph  over  yoUr  adverfary.  Iiifpire  them  virith  efteem 
and  con^aiSon  for  your  client  ;  let  grief  be  painted  in  your 
countenance^  and  manlfefl:  in  the  accents  of  your  voice;  If 
they  ïhed  a  tear^  if  you  fee  the  balance  of  juftice  tremble  ia 
their  hands^  fall  on  them  with  all  the  ardour  of  eloquence,  af- 
fociate  their  paffions  with  yours,  excite  againft  your  enemy  their 
contempt»  their  indignationi  their  anger  ^  ;  and  if  he  be  diftin- 
guiihed  by  his  employments  and  his  riches,  awaken  alfo  their 
jealoufy,  and  incline  it  toward  that  hatred  by  which  it  is  ever 
clofely  followed  *; 

All  thefe  precepts,  Leon,  are  fo  many  heads  of  accufation 
againft  the  art  which  you  profefs.  We  may  judge  of  the  ef- 
feâs  they  produce  from  the  alarming  anfwer  of  a  celebrated 
advocate  of  Byzantium,  whom  I  aiked,  not  long  ago,  what  the 
laws  in  his  country  had  ordained  in  certain  cafes.  What  I 
jJeafe,  replied  he  ". 

Leon  endeavoured  to  throw  entirely  on  the  orators  the  re- 
proaches which  Pythodotus  had  caft  on  rhetoric:     Noj  replied 


^  U.  ibid,  pb  J44.    QainéliU  ibid, 
cip.  7. 
1  U;  ibid,  t  i;  p.  545.   QaiDâiIr4ib. 

k  Id.  ibid.  1  3.  c.  tp.  t.  ii.  p.  607.  Id. 
Rhetor,  ad  Alezand.  Cftp.  37.  p.  646. 
Cicer;  de  Orat.  lib.  3.  cap.  44.  p.  254. 
Id;  Glut,  cap.* 37  et  38.  p.  4SI-    Sext. 

Fai.  Ill  k 


Edipir.  adv.  Gramm.'  lib.  t,  p.  290.. 

1  Id.  ibid.  lib.  a.  cap.  loJ  r.  ii. 
p:  562.  Id.  Rhetor,  md  Alexand.  p^ 
648.  Cicer.  de  Orat.  lib.  a.  cap.ii.  t. 
i.  P*24o. 

™  Sext.  Empirj^adv.  Rhetor,  lilh  a. 

p.  2>7. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


178  TRAVELS  IN  GREECT. 

the  latter,  with  warmth,  the  queftion  is  conc^mmg  the  inhe- 
rent mifchiefs  of  this  fatal  art.  I  only  recall  to  your  memory 
«what  is  found  in  every  trcatife  on  rhetoric^  what  is  every  dajr 
praftifed  by  our  moft  efteemed  orators,  and  the  leflbns  which 
eur  ablefl  teachers  inculcate,  and  which  both  you  and  I  have 
learned  in  our  infancy. 

Let  us  enter  thofe  places  in  which  youth  are  initiated  into 
the  art  of  oratory,  in  the  fame  manner  as  (lage-players  or  ath- 
îet^  are  prepared  for  their  exhibitions  or  their  combats*  Ob- 
ferve  what  attention  is  paid  to  their  looks,  their  voice,  their 
attitude,  their  gefture  •.  With  what  labour  are  they  taught^ 
fometimes  to  mix  the  falfe  colours  with  which  they  are  to  em^ 
bellifh  their  language,  and  fometimes  pcrfiiîioufly  to  ^nite 
treachery  with  force  !  What  impofture  !  what  barbarity  !  Arc 
thefe  the  ornaments  of  eloquence  ?  Is  this  the  retinue  of  inno- 
cence and  truth  ?  I  believed  myfelf  in  their  afylum>  and  I  find 
myfelf  in  a  fearful  haunt,  in  which  the  moft  fubtle  poifons  arc 
diftillcd,  and  the  moft  murderous  weapons  forged  ;  and  what 
is  yet  more  ftrange,  thefe  weapons  and  thefe  poifons  arc  fold 
under  the  protédlion  of  government,  and  thofe  who  make  the 
moft  cruel  ufe  of  them  rewarded  with  admiration  and  power* 

I  have  not  wifhed  to  extraâ  the  poifon  concealed  in  almoft 
all  the  Icffons  of  our  rhetoricians.  But  tell  me,  what  is  the 
tendency  of  that  principle  of  which  I  have  already  fpoken,  and 
on  which  the  whole  edifice  of  rhetoric  is  founded  ^  I  mean  that 
we  fhould  be  able  powerfully  to  move  the  paffions  of  out 
judges  ?  Why,  juft  Heaven  !  fhould  we  move  thofe  whofe  c- 
motions  it  would  be  our  duty  to  calm,  and  to  whom  tranquilli- 
ty of  mind  can  never  be  more  neceflafy  ?  What  I  while  it  îs^ 
univerfaHy  acknowledged  that  the  paf&ons  pervert  the  judg- 
ment, arfd  change  in  our  fight  the  very  nature  of  things  ^,  it 
b  prefcribed  to  an  orator  to  roufe  the  paffions  in  his*  own 
mind,  and  excite  thofe  of  his  hearers  and  his  judges  ^  I  yet 

^  Ariftot.  Rhetor,  lib.  3.  cap.  i.  p.  I  lib.  2.  cap.  i.  p.  547. 
584.     Ctcer.  Orat.  cap.  18.  t.  i.  p.  434.  I      P  Id.  V.,h\  K'j.  3.  cup.  7.  p.  5^0.^    (Sfc 
^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  z.cap.  3,  t.  ii.  p*  515;  |  cer.  Ortt.  cap.  j8. 1. 1.  p.  45;r. 
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have  my  opponents  the  effrontery  to  maintain  that  an  equit- 
able decifion  may  be  the  refult  of  fo  many  impetuous  and  difor- 
dcrly  emotions- 
Let  us  repair  to  the  places  in  which  arc  dlfcuflfcd  the  great 
interefts  of  the  ftatc.'  What  fhall  wc  find  there  ?  The  thun- 
ders and  lightnings  of  the  roftrum  employed  to  inflame  the 
moft  yiolent  of  the  paf&ons,  and  to  produce  the  moft  deftruc- 
tive  ravages  ;  a  fimple  people,  who  come  thither  to  feek  the 
ptaifeà  which  înfpire  them  with  infolence,  and  emotions  which 
render  them  unjuft  j  and  orators  who  incefTantly  warn  us  to  be 
on  our  guard  againft  the  eloquence  of  their  adverfaries.  Elo* 
quencë,  therefore,  ii  highly  dangerous  ?  Tet  is  it  that  alone 
by  which  we  are  governed,  and  ruin  awaits  the  ftate  \ 

There  is  another  kind  of  rhetoric  which  thofe  orators  cultt- 
vatc,  whofe  whole  merit  is  to  employ  the  moft  evident  falfe- 
hoods,  and  the  moft  extravagant  hyperboles,  to  celebrate  ordi- 
nary and  frequently  defpicable  men.  When  this  fpecies  of  a- 
dulatîon  was  introduced,  virtue  fhould  have  renounced  panegy- 
ric. But  I  fhall  not  fpeak  of  thefe  vile  produdtions  ;  let  thofe 
who  can  endure  to  read  them  deal  out  their  prztife  or  their  cen*^ 
fure. 

It  hence  follows,  that  juftice  is  lAceffantly  înfulted  in  hcf 
fanftttary,  the  ftate  in  our  general  affemblies,  and  truth  in  pa- 
negyrics and  funeral  orations.'  Certainly  it  may  with  great 
rcafon  be  faid,  that  rhetoric  has  beeft  brought  to  perfeâion  in 
our  time,  for  I  defy  all  fticceeding  ages  to  add  a  fingle  degree 
of  atrocky  to  its  mifchiefs. 

At  thefe  words,  an  Athenian,  who  had  long  prepared  him-^ 
fclf  one  day  to  harangue  the  people,  faid,  with  a  difdaififul 
fnrile,  Pythodorus  then  condemns  elo<juenee  ?  No,  replied  he, 
but  I  cofïdëfnû  that  rhëtôfiC  Which  neceflTafîly  ôccafions  its  ai-* 
bufe.  You  have  no  doubt  your  reafons,  replied  the  formet,  to 
profcribe  the  graces  of  language  ;  yet  it  has  always  been^  and 


*  ftat*  at  Gorgi  t.  i  p.  466.    Cioct.  pto  Fkcc.  cip.  7.  t.  v.  p.  244. 
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always  will  be  faid»  that  an  orator  ought  to  infinuate  himfelf 
into  the  favour  of  thofe  whom  he  ^ddrefles  by  delighting  their 
ears  '.  And  I  (hall  always  fay,  replied  Pythodorusi  or  rather 
reafon  and  probity  will  always  reply,  that  the  nobleft  funâion, 
and  the  only  duty,  of  ao  orator,  is  to  enlighten  and  inform  fais^ 
judges- 

And  how  would  you  have  them  enlightened  and  Informed  ? 
impatiently  replied,  another  Athenian,  who  was  indebted  to  the 
addrefs  of  his  advocates  for  the  gaining  of  feveral  law-fuits» 
As  they  are  in  the  Areopagus,  replied  Pythodorus,  where  the 
orator,  without  emotion  and  without  pallions,,  contents  himfelf 
with  a  ftatement  of  faAs  the  mod  fimple  and  unadorned  poffi- 
ble  *  J  as  they  are  in  Crete,  a£  Lacedxmon,  and  in  other  re» 
publics,  where  the  orator  is  forbidden  to  addreis  the  pa£Sons  of 
his  hearers^  ;  and  as  they  were  formerly  among  us,  when  the 
parties,  obliged  to  defend  each  his  own  caufe,  were  unabk  to 
avail  thcmfelves  of  difcourCes  compofed  by  eloquent  pens". 

I  return  to  my  firft  propofition  :  I  have  affirmed,  that  the 
art  of  the  rhetoricians  is  not  eflentially  diftinâ  from  that  o£ 
the  fophifts  *  ;  I  have  proved  my  aflertion,  by  (hewing,  that 
both,  not  only  in  dieir  efitâs,  but  alfo  in  their  principles,  tend 
to  the  fame  end  by  means  equally  infidious.  If  there  is  any 
difference  between  them»  it'  is  that  the  orator  applies  himfelf 
more  to  inflame,  and  the  fophift  to  calm,  our  pai&ons  ^ 

I  peiceive  that  Leon  is  ready  to  thunder  upon  me  with 
all  the  pompous  and  menacing  apparatua  of  rhetoric  ;  but 
I  muft  requeft  him  to  confine  himfelf  to  the  queftion,  and  to 
confider  chat  the  ftrokes  which  he  (hali^  aim  at  me  muft  fall 
at  the  fame  time  on  many  excellent  philofophers.  I  tnigbt 
indeed  liave  cited  in  my  favour  the  teftimoniea  o£  Plato  and 


^  Cicer.  de  Opt.  Otn^  Ortt.  ctp«  I. 
i:  i.  p:  54t.  Id;  de  Cltr.Orat.  ctp.  st. 
p.  354.-    Id;  Ont*  cap.  44.  p.  45tf^Scc. 

^  Lyf.  adv.  Simofi.  p.  88.  Ariftot. 
RJietér.  lib.  i.  cap.  i.  t.  ii.  p.  51s. 

^  Ariftot.  ibid.  Sett.  £opij-«  94rt. 
tihetott  Hb.  9.  p.  «jrt. 


■  Cicer.  de  Clar.  Ont.  ctp^  ii.  t  u 
p.  34tf.    Qainail.  lib.  1.  cap.  i5'  V- 
1  S3.    Sext.  Jûspir.  adY.  Rbetor.  Itb-  >• 
p.  304. 
*  Plat,  in  Oorg.  t.  i.  p.  sao* 
Tf  Ckerv  Onu  cap.  xf  .  t.  i«  P*  434^ 
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Ariftode  '  ;  but  thefe  great  authorities  are  ufelefs,  when  I  am 
able  to  addjice  fuch  folid  arguments  in  proof  of  what  I  have  ad* 
Tanced. 

Pjthodorus  had  fcarcely  ended  when  Leon  undertook  the 
defence  of  rhetoric  i  hut  as  it  was  Isfte,  we  determined  to  re« 
tire. 

'       CHAP.  UX. 

7çur  <f  Atiicûm     Agriculture.     Mines  of  Suntum.     JXfcourfe  of 
Plato  on  the  Formation  of  the  World. 

I  HAD  often  pailêd  a  conGderable  time  in  different  countr^ 
houfes»  and  had  frequently  traverfed  Attica.  I  fhall  here  coU 
lea  the  principal  remarks  which  I  nude  during  thefe  excur- 
fions. 

The  fields  are  feparated  from  each  other  by  hedges  or  by 
walls  *.  By  a  wife  regulation  obferved  in  Attica,  fudi  lands  as 
are  mortgaged  for  die  repayment  of  money,  are  pointed  out  by 
fmall  colunmis»  bearing  an  infcription,  wluch  records  die  obli- 
gations contraâed  with  a  creditor.  Similar  columns  placed  be- 
'  fore  the  houfes  that  are  pledged  in  like  manner  make  them 
linown  to  every  one*^,  and  die  lender  need  be  under  no  fear 
that  he  (hould  be  injured  by  any  fecret  contrats. 

The  pofleflbr  of  a  field  may  not  dig  a  weDj  or  build  a  houfe 
or  wall)  in  it»  except  at  a  certain  diftance  prefcribed  by  law^ 
from  the  field  of  his  neighbour^  \  neidier  is  he  permitted  to 
turn  die  waters  which  defcend  from  the  hills  that  may  furround 
his  land  over  his  neighbour's  ground  ^  but  he  may  turn  them 
into  the  pubEc  Toad^,  and  the  proprietors  of  die  adjacent  fields 


'  Plat,  in  Georg.  t.  i.  p.  463,  Sic. 
Ariftot.  Rhetor,  lib.  s.  cap.  24.  p.  5S1 . 
lib.  3.  cap.  1.  p.  5«4. 

*  Ljf.  de  Sacr.  Otiv.  p.  144.  De 
■oftkièCatticl.  p.iii6ettti7.  Hmr- 
^r.  et  Said,  in  Jà^tur* 


b  Harpocr.  in  "Ar'tr.  Id.  Hefycb. 
^'t  Said,  in  "O^f  •  f oiu  iib.  3.  cap.  f .  $ 
h  5.  .puport.  io  rheophr.  Charaâ. 
cap.  10.  p.  3do. 

^  PeL  Leg.  Att.  p.  387. 

d  Demoilh.  inCallici.  p.  iii$» 
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nuift  defend  their  lands  from  them.  In  certain  pkcos  the  vân^ 
water  is  received  in  canals  wUch  convey  it  to  a  great  di{U 
tance  *. 

Apollodorus  had  a  conGderable  eftate  near  Eleufis,  to  which 
he  took  me  with  him.  The  fields  were  covered  with  ripened 
corn,  and  flaves  reaping  it  with  the  fickle,  while  young  children 
gathered  the  falling  ears,  and  gave  them  to  thofe  who  bound 
them  up  in  (heaves  '. 

They  had  begun  their  work  at  the  dawn  of  day  «,  and  thç 
whole  family  fliared  in  thefe  rural  labours  ^.  In  a  corner  of 
the  field,  beneath  the  fhade  of  a  great  tree,  fojne  men  were 
preparing  the  provifions  ^  j  women  were  boiling  lentils  *,  and 
pouring  meal  into  veffels  full  of  boiling  water,  for  the  dinner 
of  the  reapers  ',  who  animated  each  other  to  their  labour  by 
ibngs,  with  which  the  fields  refounded, 

» 
O  bounteous  Ceres  !  with  indulgent  fmile, 
Survey  und  profpe r  this  our  ruflic  tcdl  : 
Yc  joyous  reapers,  clear  the  yellow  plain. 
And  to  the  north  expofe  the  fwelling  gr^n. 
The  lark  awakes,  your  fharpenM  ficklcs  wield, 
Hot  quit,  till  he  retires  to  reft,  the  field  "*. 

Other  couplets  exprefled  an  envy  of  the  happy  condition  of 
the  frog,  who  lias  always  plenty  of  drink  j  in  others,  jokea 
were  pafled  on  the  management  of  the  infpeftor  of  the  flaves, 
and  the  workmen  advifed  to  tread  the  corn  at  noon,  becaufe 
then  the  grain  may  more  eafily  be  feparated  from  the  huiks  in 
which  it  is  enclofed  ". 

The  (heaves,  when  conveyed  to  the  threfhing-floor,  are  dif- 
pofcd  circularly  and  in  layers.  One  of  the  labourers  places 
himfelf  in  tlie  middle  of  them,  holding  in  one  hand  a  whip. 


*  Id.  ibid.  p.  1 1 18. 

f  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  1 8.  v.  555. 

*  Heûod.  Oper.  v.  578. 

^  Euftath.  in  Iliad,  lib.  18.  p.  1161» 
^  Schal.  Theoer.  in  IdyU.  10.  v.  54. 


k  Thcocr.  ibid. 
1  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  18.  Y.  555. 
"»  Theoer.  ibid. 

°  Id.  ibid.  Mem.  de  rAcBd.deaSei| 
Lcttr.  t.  ix.  p.  359* 
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smd  in  the  other  a  bridle,  with  which  he  guides  the  oxen,. 
horfes,  or  mules,  which  he  makes  walk,  or  trot  round  him* 
Some  of  his  companions  turn  the  ftraw,  and  place  it  under 
the  feet  of  the  animals,  till  it  is  entirely  broken  "  i  others  throw 
handfuls  into  the  air  ^,  when  a  briik  gale,  which  commonly 
rifcs  about  that  time,  wafts  the  chaff  to  a  little  diftance,  while 
the  grain  falls  direâly  down,  and  is  gathered  up  and  put  into 
earthen  veflels  K 

Some  months  after,  we  again  vifited  the  farm  of  ApoUodo- 
Tu«.  The  vintagers  were  gathering  the  grapes  from  the  vines, 
which  were  fupported  by  props  ^.  Boys  and  girls  filled  wicker 
baflcets  with  them,  and  carried  them  to  the  wine-prefs  '.  Be- 
fore they  are  prefled,  fome  farmers  caufe  vine-branches,  loaded 
with  grapes,  to  be  brought  home  ^  They  expofç  tlicm  to  the 
fun  for  ten  days,  and  keep  them  in  the  fhade  for  five  other 
days  ^. 

Some  keep  dieir  wine  in  cafks  \  others  in  leathern  botdes  \ 
^r  in  earthen  vcffels  y. 

While  the  vintage  was  prefling,  we  heard  with  much  plea^ 
fure  the  fongs  of  the  wine-prefs  *  ;.  forib  they  are  called.  We 
had  alfo  heard  others  during  the  dinner  of  the  vintagers,  and 
in  the  different  intervals  of  the  day,  which  were  accompanied 
with  dancing  *.  ^  . 

^The  harveft  ^  and  Àt  vintage  ^  conclude  widi  feflivals,  cele* 
hrated  with  all  thofe  rapid  emotions  of  mir,th  which, plenty 


Xc 


Eu- 


"  Homer,  ibid.  hb.  ic.  y.  495, 
noph.  Memor.  lib.  5.  p.  863. 

o'iê.  OdyiT.  lib.    11.  v.  127. 
ftath.  ibid.  p.  1675.  lin.  50. 

P  Hefiod.  Oper.'v.  475  et  600.  Prod, 
ibid. 

^  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  18.  v.  563. 

*"  îd.  ibid.  V.  567.     Euftalh.  t.  ii.  p. 
1163.  iin.  45.     Anacr.  0<1.  52. 

*  Anacr.  Od.  50.     Note  de  M«  Da- 
cier. 

t  Hefiad.   Oper.    v.   610.      Homer. 
Odyff.  lib.  7.  V.  laj. 

"  Anacr.  Od.  52. 

^  Homer.  Odj^L  lib.  9.  v,  19^. 


^  Id.  ibid.  V.  204.  Herodot.  lib.  3. 
cap.  6. 

*  Anacr.  Od.  5t.  Oppian.  de  Ve- 
nat.  lib.  I.  v.  127.     Poll.  lib.  4.  cap.  7. 

§55- 

*  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  1 8.  v.  572. 

b  Theocr.  Idyll.  7.  v.  ;^2.  Schol.  in 
T.  I.  Scbol.  Homer,  in  Iliad.  0.  v.  530. 
EtymoJ.  Magn.  in  0«Ai;#.  Diod.  Sic. 
Hb.  5.  p.  335.  Corfin.  Fait.  Attic. 
UiflVrt.  1 3.  t.  ii.  p.  802.  Mourf.  i^ 
AXtMt  ct  in  eaXvf. 

^  Theophr.  Charatf^.  cap.  3.  CadeU 
Ian.  dc  Fcft.  Gra&cor.  in  Dioiiyf. 

M  iiij 


Digitized 


by  Google 


f84 


TRAVELS  m  GKtZCZ. 


pTùàuctSf  and  which  are  diverfified  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  objeû.  Com  '  being  coiilldèrêd  as  the  benefaâion  of  i 
goddefs  who  has  provided  for  our  necèiBdès,  and  wine  as  the 
gift  of  a  god  JTolicitous  to  increafe  our  pleafufes»  the  gratitude 
manifefted  to  Ceres  exhibits  itfelf  in  a  iively,  Kut  decently  at- 
tempered joy^  while  that  to  Bacchus  riots  in  all  the  tranfports 
of  delirium. 

Sacrifices  are  likewife  offered  at  the  time  of  fowing  and  hay- 
harveft.  At  the  feafon  for  gathering  olives  and  other  frtms, 
they  alfo  prefent  the  fir  ft  they  gather  on  the  altar,  as  gifts  re- 
ceived from  heaven.  The  Greeks  have  felt,  that  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions  the  heart  (hould  expand  and  gratefully  pay  homage  to 
the  authors  of  the  benefits  beftowed  on  man. 

Befides  thefc  general  feftivals,  each  town  and  diftriâ  of  At- 
tica hats  its  partitular  Ones,  in  which,  tliough  there  is  lefs  mag- 
nificence, there  is  more  mirth,  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  c6aif-> 
try  are  unacquainted  with  fiâitious  joy.  Their  whole  foul 
manifefts  itfelf  without  difguife,  in  the  ruftic  ihows  and  innoi^ 
cent  games  which  affemble  them  together.  I  have  frequently 
feen  a  number  of  themcoUeaed  round  fome  leathern  bottles 
filled  with  wine,  and  oiled  on  the  outfide.  Some  young  per- 
fons  hopped  over  thefe  bottTes,  and  by  their  frequent  falls  .00 
cafioned  loud  laughter  among  the  by-ftanders  ^.  Qofe  to  thefè 
were  children  jumping  after  each  other  on  one  Icg«;  others 
playing  at  even  or  odd',  and  others  at  blihd-mSmVbuff^* 
Sometimes  a  line  drawn  on  the  gtbund  divided  them  into  two 
j^rties,  and  they  played  at  day  or  night*.  The  party  which 
had  loft  ran  away,  and  the  others  pitrfued  them  to  overtake 
and  make  tKem  prifohers  \  Thefe  amiifemehts  are  only  iii 
ufe  among  the  children,  in  the  city,  but  in  the  country,  growti 
perfons  do  not  blufli  to  join  in  them. 


<1  Hefych.  in  'XtnmX.  £uftath.  in 
OdyflT.  lib.  10.  p.  1^46.  lin.  21  ;  lib.  14. 
p,  1769.  Un.  47-  Schol.  Ariftopb.  in 
Plut.  V.  H30.  Phurnut.  dc  N»t.  Dcor. 
«tp.  30. 
.   ^  Poll.  lib.  9.  cap.  7.  {  lar. 


'  f  Meurf.  de  Lud.  Gr«c.  in  A^im{, 
S  Id.  ibid.'  tr  M»7m, 
*  This  game  refembled  that  of  cro& 
or  pile.  • 

^  Id.  ibid,  in  'Ofipc«« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TIUVEtS  m  GR£St£.'  285 

EnthymeneSy  one  of  our  friends,  had  always  relied  for  the 
management  of  his  afiairs  in  the  country  on  the  vigilance  and 
fidelity  of  a  flave  whom  he  had  placed  over  the  others  K  Con- 
?inccd,  at  length,  that  the  eye  of  a  mafter  is  much  more  dif- 
ceming  than  that  of  a  fteward*^,  he  determined  to  retire  to  his 
countty-houfe,  fituated  in  the  village  or  borough  of  Acharnât, 
at  the  diftance  of  iSxty  ftadia  from  Athens  *  •  ^ 

We  paid  him  a  Vifit  there  fome  years  after.  His  healthy 
which  had  formerly  been  in  a  declining  ftate,  was  re-eftabliih- 
ed.  His  wife  and  children  partook  in,  and  increafed  his  hap- 
pinefs.  Otir  life,  faid  he  to  us,  is  aâive^  but  not  agitated  ; 
we  are  unacquainted  with  difguft  or  wearinefs,  and  we  enjoy^ 
without  alloy,  the  felicity  of  the  prefent  moment. 

He  fhowed  us  his  houfe,  which  had  not  long  been  built.  It 
fronted  the  fouth,  that  it  might  receive  the  warmth  of  the  fun 
hi  winter,  and  be  defended  from  its  heat  in  fummer,  when 
that  luminaiy  has  attained  his  grcatcft  elevation  ■*.  The  apart- 
ment of  the  women  was  feparated  from  that  of  the  men  by 
baths,  which  prevented  any  communication  between  the  flavet 
of  different  fexesi  Each  room  was  adapted  to  the  purpofe  for 
which  it  was  defigned.  The  corn  was  kept  in  a  dry  place,  and 
the  wine  in  a  cool  one.  The  furniture  was  not  rich  and  fump« 
tuous,  but  the  utmoft  neatnefs  was  every  where  confpicuoui. 
Garlands,  and  incenfe  for  facrifices,  habits  of  ceremony  for  the 
feftivals,  armour  and  military  drefles,  garments  for  the  difierent 
feafons,  kitchen  utenfils,  inftruments  to  grind  wheat,  veflels  in 
which  to  knead  dough,  and  proviGons  for  the  whole  year, 
and  each  month  in  particular  ;  all  were  found  with  fsicility,  be- 
caufe  all  were  in  their  proper  places,  and  orderly  arranged  ■. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  city,  faid  Euthymencs,  would  treat  this 
methodical  exaânefs  with  contempt  ;  they  are  ignorant  how 
much  time  is  (aved  by  it  in  looking  for  things,  and  that  a  huf- 


i  Xenoph.^Memor.  lib.  5.  p.  855.        1      ™  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  3.  p.  ffjl 

^  Id,  ibid.'p.  8^-4.  j  lib.  5.  p.  844. 

1  Tbucyd.  lib.  2.  cap.  21.  |      "  Id.  ibid.  Ub.  5.  p.  843 

^  About  two  leagues  and  t  ^otrter.  | 
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batndms^  ouf^t  to  be  as  great  an  econonpuft  of  his  time  as  of 
hi»  money. 

I  bavç  iet  over  my  houfe,  added  be,  an  intelligent  and  ac- 
tive woman.  After  having  certified  myfelf  that  her  manners 
were  unexceptionable^  I  g«ive  her  an  exaâ  inventory  of  all  the 
things  committed  to  her  care.  And  how,  faid  I,  do  you  re- 
compence  her  fervices  ?  By  efteem  and  confidence,  anfwered 
he.  Since  flic  has  been  intrufted  with  every  fecret  of  our  af- 
fairs, they  have  become  her  own  °.  We  pay  the  fame  attention 
to  tbofe  of  our  flaves  who  fhow  zeal  and  fidelity  in  our  fervice. 
They  have  better  (hoes,  and  are  better  clothed.  Thefe  little 
4iftinâions  render  them  fenfihle  to  honour*^,  and  retain  them 
in  their  duty  more  efieâually  than  the  fear  of  punifhment* 

.  My  wife  and  myfelf  have  divided  between  us  the  care  and 
nanagement  of  our  affairs.  She  regulates  all  the  houfehold 
,  concerns,  and  I  infpeô  M^iafccver  is  done  without  doors  **.  I 
have  undertaken  to  cultivate  and  improve  the  lands  wfaicli  f 
have  inherited  from  my  anceftors.  Laodice  takes  account  of 
what  is  received  and  expended,  and  of  the  floring  and  diflribu- 
tion  of  the  com,  wine,  oil,  and  fruits  which  are  delivered  to 
her  care*  She  alfo  maintains  order  among  our  domeftics, 
(ending  fome  to  the  field,  and  diflributing  to  others  wool, 
which  fhe  teaches  them  to  prepare  and  make  into  clothing  ^ 
Her  example  lightens  their  labours  ;  and  when  they  arc  (ick, 
her  attentions  and  mine  alleviate  their  fufirerings.  We  com- 
paffionate  the  condition  of  our  flaves,  and  are  ever  ready  to  al- 
low that  they  have  numerous  claims  to  our  gratitude. 

After  having  crofTed  a  court-yard  full  of  fowls,  ducks,  and 
other  domeftic  birds  *,  we  vifited  the  fiables,  fheepfolds,  and 
likéwife  the  flower-garden  ;  in  which  we  law  fuçceffively  bloom 
«arcifTufes,  hyacinths,  irifes,  violets  of  different  colours  \  rofes 
of  various  fpecies  *,  and  all  kinds  of  odoriferous  plants  ^.    You 


O' 


I\i.  ibid.  p.  845« 


*  Id. ibid.  p.  855  et  85I. 
^  Id.  ibici  p.  S3S* 
''  id.  ibid.  p.  83P,  &c. 


■  Hefych.  in  K«apxm. 

*   Athen.  lib.  i  ".  c^:».  9.  p.  683. 

"    rhco  hr  ap.  Atbc  .  p.  6b2. 

^  Id.  Hilt.  Plant  lib.  6.  c.  6.  p.  6^5. 
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pasnot  be  Airprifed,  faid  my  friend,  at  the  care  with  which  i 
cultivate  flowers:  you  know,  that  with  them  we  adorn  the 
temples,  altars,  and  ftatues  of  our  gods  ^  ;  that  we  wear  crowns 
of  them  at  our  entertainments,  and  the  cekbratipn  of  our  fa« 
cred  rites  ;  that  we  ftrew  them  on  our  tables  and  our  beds  ; 
and  that  we  even  offer  to  the  divinities  thofe  which  we  eileem 
moft  grateful  to  them.  A  hufbandman  befides  ought  not  to 
negleâ  the  fmalleft  profits.  Every  time  I  fend  wood)  coal  ^^ 
fruits,  or  other  commodities  to  the  market  of  Athens,  I  always 
add  to  thefe  fome  b^fl^ts  of  flowers,  which  are  fure  to  find  a 
fpeedy  fale. 

EutHymeo^s  afterward  conduced  us  to  his  farm,  which  was 
mojc  than  forty  iladia  in  circuit  *  *,  and  from  which  be  ha4 
çbtained  the  preceding  year  above  a  tboui^d  niedimni  of  barr 
ley;  ^v4  ^ight  hundred  meafures  of  wine  \  He  had  fix  beafts 
of  burden,  which  every  day  carried  to  market,  wood  and  other 
commodities,  and  brought  him  in  twelve  drachmas  daily  ^f. 
Aa  he  complained,  that  inundations  frequently  carried  away  hi| 
crops,  we  aiked  him  why  he  had  not  removed  to  a  part  of  tbf 
coufitry  lefs  fubjeâ  to  fuch  accidents*  Advantageous  exchanger 
es  bave  often  been,  prppofed  to  me,  anfwered  he,  and  you  ihalji 
fee  why  I  have  npt  accepted  them.  He  immediately  opened 
the  door  of  a  fmall  enclofure,  in  which  we  found  a  plat  of 
graft  furrounded  with  cypvefs  trees.-  Here,  faid  he,  are  thf 
tombs  of  ntxy  family  \  There,  beneath  tliofe  poppies,  I  faw 
the  grave  dug  in  which  the  remains  of  my  father  are  depofited. 
By  the  fide  of  it  is  that  of  my  mother.  I  fometimes  come  hir 
ther  to  converfe  with  them,  and  imagine  that  I  fee  and  bear 
them.  No  j  never  will  I  Jeave  this  focred  fpot.  My  fon,  faid 
he  afterward,  turning  to  a  little  boy  who  followed  us,  when  I 
am  dead,  lay  me  befide  my  parents,  and  when  you  have  the 


y  X«nopb.  Memor.  p.  831. 
'  Ariftopb.  in  Acbiirii.  t.  an. 

*  Dcmofth.  in  Pboenip.  p.  1023. 

*  AbQiit  a  le«gae  «nd  ft  half. 
^  |d.  ibid.  p.  Z035. 


^  Id.  ibid.  p.  1023. 
f  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
^  Demofth.  in  Callicl.  p.  1117.    Id* 
in  Macart.  p.  1049. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


28B  TRAVELS  IN  GREECE. 

misfortune  to  lofe  your  mother,  place  her  next  to  me.  '  Re- 
member it  is  my  command.  His  fon  promifcd  not  to  negleâ 
irhat  he  had  enjoined  him,  and  burfl:  into  tears. 

The  borough  of  Achamx  is  full  of  vineyards  %  and  the 
whole  country  of  Attica  covered  with  olive  trees,  which  arc 
more  carefully  cultivated  there  than  any  other  kind  of  tree. 
Euthjmcnes  had  planted  a  great  number  of  them,  efpecially 
along  the  loads  which  bordered  his  farm.  He  allowed  the 
fpace  bf  nine  feet  between  each,  becaufe  he  knew  that  their 
roots  \vill  extend  to  a  confiderable  diftance  ^«  No  perfon  is  per- 
mitted to  root  up  on  his  grounds  more  than  two  oHve  trees  îa 
a  year,  unlefs  it  be  for  fome  ufe  authorifed  by  religion.  He 
who  violates  this  law  is  condemned  to  pay  for  each  tree  a  hun* 
dred  drachmas  to  the  informer,  and  another  hundred  to  the 
public  treafury,  a  tenth  of  which  is  deduâed  for  the  treafury 
of  Minerva  *. 

We  frequently  find  clufters  of  olive  trees  left  in  referve,  and 
furrounded  by  a  hedge.  Thefe  do  not  appertain  to  the  owner 
of  the  field,  but  to  the  temi^e  of  the  above-mentioned  god* 
defs.  They  are  farmed  out  \  and  their  produce  is  entirely  fet 
apart  for  the  maintenance  of  her  worfhip.  if  the  proprietor  of  . 
the  land  (hould  cut  down,  a  fmgle  tree,  even  though  ^  it  (hould 
be  only  a  barren  trunk,  he  would  be  puniihed  widi  banifhment 
and  confifcation  of  his  goods.  The  Areopagus  takes  cogni» 
zance  of  all  offences  relative  to  the  different  kinds  of  olive  tiees» 
and  from  time  to  time  fends  infpeâors  to  watch  over  their  pre- 
servation ^ 

Continuing  our  walk,  we  were  pafled  by  a  numerous  flock 
of  fiieep,  preceded  and  followed  by  dogs  kept  to  drive  away 
the  wolves  K  A  covering  of  (kin  was  wrapt  round,  each  iheep^ 
This  praâice,  which  has  been  borrowed  from  the  Megareans  S 


^  Aiiftoph.  in  Achirn.  t.  517. 

f  Xmoph.  Memor.  p.  8^5.  Plut,  in 
£ol.  t.  i.  p.  9^. 

C  Deaodh.  in  Mftcart.  p.  X039.  Pet 
Leg.  Att.  p.  391. 

*  Lyf.  in  Areopag.  p.  133. 


i  Id.  ibid.  p.  136  et  145.  Markl. 
Conjeâ.  ad  e«p.  7.  Lyf.  p.  548.  ad  cml. 
edit.  Taylor. 

^  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  ^  p.  757  et- 
759- 

<  Diogen.  Laert.  lib.  ^  $  4t. 
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j[efeads  At  wool  from  the  filth  which  might  otherwife  defile 
ÎI,  and  prevents  it  from  being  torn  by  the  hedges.  I  know  not 
whether  it  contributes  to  render  the  wool  finer,  but  I  can  af- 
firm that  the  wool  of  Attica  is  extremely  fine  '°.  I  (hould  add 
likewife,  that  the  art  of  dyeing  has  there  been  brought  to  fuch 
perfcâion,  that  the  coburs  it  gives  to  it  are  never  eâàced  '^^ 

I  learned  on  this  occafion,  that  iheep  grow  the  fatter  the 
more  they  drink,  and  tha€|  to  excite  their  thirft,  fait  is  often 
mixed  with  what  they  eat  \  and  that,  in  fummer  efpecially,  a 
eeruin  meafure  of  it,  that  is  a  medimnus  *  for  each  hundred 
iheep,  is  diftributed  among  them  every  fifth  day.  I  was  like- 
wife  told,  that  when  they  are  thus  made  to  eat  {alt,  they  give 
more  milk  ^. 

At  the  foot  of  a  finall  eminence  which  bounded  a  meadow» 
we  (aw  a  number  of  bee-hives,  furrounded  with  rofemary  and 
broom.  Obferve,  faid  Euthymenes,  with  what  induftrious  ala- 
crity the  bees  execute  the  commands  of  their  queen,  for  ihe  it 
is,  who,  not  fufiering  them  to  remain  idle,  fends  them  into  this 
beautiful  meadow  to  colleâ  the  rich  materials,  the  ufe  of  which 
flie  regulates  ;  (he  it  is  who  fuperintends  the  confttuâion  of 
the  cells,  and  the  education  of  the  young  bees,  which,  when 
they  are  capable  of  providing  ^or  their  fubfiftence,  flie  forms 
into  a  fwarm  p,  and  obliges  to  leave  their  home,  under  the  con^- 
éaÔt  of  a  bee  which  (he  has  chofen  f  • 

Farther  on,  between  hills  enriched  with  vineyards,  ^we  came 
to  a  plain  where  we  faw  yqkes  of  oxen,  fome  of  which  drew 
tumbrels,  of  djing,  while  others,  hameiTed  to  the  plough,  labo* 
fioufly  traced  the  lengthoned  furrow  S  I  ihaU  fow  barley  here, 
laid  Euthymenes,  for  that  is  (he  kind  of  grain  which  fucceeds 
beft  in  Attica  ^    The  wheat  we  grow  here  afibrds  indeed  a 


^  Varr.  àt  Re  Ruflic.  Jib.  2.  cap.  a. 
Flat,  de  Audit,  t.  il  p.  42.  Atbeo. 
lib.  5.  p.  îiy. 

^  Plar.  dc  Rep.  lib.  4.  t.  ii.  p.  429. 

*  Aboat  foar  bulheU. 

^  Ariftot.  Hift.  AnimaL  lib.  8.  cap. 
i<i»  t,  i.  p.  potf. 


P  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  5.  p.  837  et 

tSec  Dote  attbe  end  of  the  volume* 
JEiiMn.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  5.  cap.  14. 
'  Theopbr.  Hiâ.  Plant  lib.  8.  cap.  f . 
p.  P47. 
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bread  very  agreeable  to  the  tafte,  but  it  is  lers  nutritive  éiaJI 
that  of  Bœotia  ;  and  it  has  been  more  than  once  remarked,  that 
the  Bœotian  athlct»,  while  they  refide  at  Athens,  confume  two 
fifths  more  of  wheat  than  in  their  onm  country  *  ;  yet  is  that 
country  contiguous  to  ours,  fo  true  is  it  that  a  little  thing  fuf- 
fices  to  alter  the  influence  of  climate.  As  another  proof  of  this^ 
it  may  be  remarked  that  the  ifle  of  Salamis  is  clofe  to  Attica, 
yet  .grain  ripens  there  much  fooner  than  with  us  ^ 

The  difcourfe  of  Euthymenes,  and  the  objeâs  by  which  I  was 
furrounded,  began  to  engage  my  attention.  I  already  perceived 
ihat  the  fcience  of  agriculttrre  was  not  founded  merely  on  blind 
tfuftom,  but  on  a  long  feries  of  obfervations.  It  appe rrrs,  faid 
our  guide>  that  we  formerly  received  the  principles  of  this  aft 
from  the  Egyptians  ",  and  that  we  communicated  them  to  the 
éditr  nations  of  Greece,  the  greater  part  of  whom,  in  gratitude 
for  fo  great  a  benefit,  bring  us  every  year  the  firft  fruits  of  their 
barvefts^.  I  know  that  other  Grecian  cities  make  the  fame 
preteniions  with  ourfclves  %  but  to  what  purpofe  would  it  be  to 
difcufs  their  claims  ?  The  moft  ncceffary  arts  have  had  their 
birth  among  the  moft  ancient  nations,  and  their  origin  is  the 
more  illuftrious  as  it  is  more  obfcure. 

That  of  hufbandry,  when  tranfmitted  to  the  Greeks,  became 
improved  by  experience  ;  and  a  number  of  writers  have  em* 
ployed  themfclves  to  colleâ:  its  precepts.  Several  celebrated 
philofophers,  as  Democritus,  Archytas,  and  Epichatmus,  have 
kft  us  pfeful  inftruâions  on  the  fubjeâ:  of  ruftic  labours  *,  and 
many  ages  before  them  they  had  been  fung  by  Hefiod  in  one  of 
his  poems  ■  •,  but  a  hufbandman  oughttiot  to  abide  fo  Implicitly 
by  their  precepts  as  never  to  dare  to  interrogate  nature  and  make 
new  experiments.  If  then,  replied  I,  I  had  a  field  to  cultivate, 
it  would  not  be  fufficient  to  confute  the  authors  you  have  meri- 


•  ^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  4.  p.  93t. 

<  Id.  ibid.  ctp.  3.  p.  913. 
V  ^  Diod.  Sic  lib.   i.  p.  13.  14.  2$  ; 
Hb.  5.  p.  33^. 

*  Ifocr.  Pancg.  t.  i*  p.  133.    Juftin. 
lib.  X,  cap.  ^. 


y  Goguet.  Oris:,  des  LoiSé  t.  ii.  p.  177. 

*  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  i.  cap.  xi.  t. 
ii.  p.  308.  Varr.  de  Re  RuHic.  lib.  i< 
cap.  X.  €oluiB.  de  Re  Ruftic.  lib.  z. 
cap.  I*  * 

*  Hefiod.  Optr.  et  Dicç.' 
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tioned  ?  No,  atifwered  my  friend,  Aey  give  many  excellent  direo» 
dons,  but  fuch  as  are  not  fuitabie  to  every  foil  and  every  climate* 

Let  us  fuppofe  that  you  intended  one  day  to  exerdie  the^ 
noble  profeifion  which  I  follow.  I  fliould  firft  endeavour  to 
prove  to  you  that  all  your  care  and  aU  your  time  (kould  be  de* 
voted  to  the  earth,  and  (hat  the  more  you  (hould  do  for  her,  the 
more  ike  will  do  for  you  ^  »  for  ibe  U  only  fo  beneficent  be' 
caufe  (he  is  juft  ^ 

To  this  principle  I  (hould  add,  fometimes  rules  confirmed  by 
the  experience  of  ages,  and  fometimes  doubts  which  you  might 
fefokeby  youlr  own  obfervations  or  the  kno5;vl6dge  of  others. 
I  fhould  fay  to  you»  for  example,  Choofe  a  favourable  fitua- 
tion  ^.  Study  the  nature  of  ioHs,  and  the  manures  prqter  ta 
each  produâion  ^.  Inform  yourfelf  when  it  may  be  tieceflary 
to  mingle  earths  of  different  kinds  ^,  and  when  the  earth  ihould 
be  mixed  with  the  dung  s,  or  the  dung  with  the  grain  K 

If  the  fubjèa  înqucftion  were  the  cultivation  of  wheat  fai  par- 
ticular, I  (hould  add,  Redouble  your  labours*  Do  not  commit 
to  the  earth  the  grain  you  have  laft  reaped,  but  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  K  Sow  fooner  or  later  according  to  the  temperature 
of  the  feafon  ^^  thicker  or  thinner  according  as  the  eanh  is 
lighter  or  heavier  *,  but  always  fow  equally  ™.  Docs  your 
wheat  run  up  too  high,  be  careful  to  cut  it,  or  turn  in  iheep 
to  browfe  on  it  ^  )  for  the  former  of  thefe  methods  is  (bme- 
times  dangerous:  the  grain  becomes  long  and  thin.  Have 
you  much  draw  ;  only  cut  down  half  of  it,  and  bum  what  re- 
mains on  the  gtound  5  it  will  fefve  for  manure  •.    Lay  up  your 


b  Xenoph.  Mentor,  lib,  5.  p.  863. 

<=  Id-  ibid.  p.  831. 

d  Thcophr.  de  Cauf,  Plant,  lib,  3. 
cap.  I. 

«  Id.  Hift.  Plant.  lib,  S.  cap.  8>  p. 
946. 

f  Id.  de  Cauf.  Plant*  lib.  3.  cap.  25. 

S  Id.   ibid.  cap.  7. 

^»  Id.  Hill.  Plant,  lib.  7.  cap.  5.  p.  792. 


1  Id,  ibid.  lib.    8    cap.   11.   p.  ç6t, 
Pltn.  lib,    iS.   cap.    24.    t.  ii.  p.  127. 
Gcopon.  lib.  i,  cap.  16. 
^  Xttiopb.  Memor.  lib.  ^  p.  S6r, 
*  Thcophr.  ibid.  cap.  6.  y.  9^^* 
"  Xenoph.  ibid. 
°  Thcoph.  ibid.  cap.  7-  P-  W- 
^  X^Doph.  Memor.  lib,  j.i».  1^% 
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wheat  ml  diy  place p, and  that  it  may  keepa  l(mg  ûmt,  do  nol 
fpread  it,  but  heap  it  up,  and  even  water  it  \ 

Eutfaymenes  made  feveral  other  remarks  on  the  cultivation  of 
wheat,  and  enlarged  ftill  more  on  that  offthe  vine.  I  (hall  give 
you  his  obfervations  in  his  own  words  : 

We  muft  be  particularly  attentive  to  the  nature  of  the  young 
plant,  the  labours  it  requires,  and  the  means  of  rendering  it 
fruitful.  A  number  of  praâices  relative  to  thefe  various  ob- 
jeâs,  and  frequently  contradiâory  to  each  other,  have  been  in- 
troduced in  the  difièrenc  diftriâs  of  Greece. 

Almoft  every  where  vines  are  fupported  with  props  ^  They 
are  only  manured  once  in  four  years,  or  not  fo  often  ;  more 
frequent  manurings  would  at  laft  bum  them  up  '. 

The  attention  of  the  vine-drefler  is  principally  direâed  to  ther 
pruning;  the  objeâ  of  which  is  to  render  the  vine  ftronger, 
more  fruitful,  and  longer  lived  ^. 

In  a  ground  newly  cleared,  a  young  plant  fliould  be  pruned 
in  the  third  year,  but  later  in  one  that  has  been  long  cultivated  ^. 
With  refpeâ  to  the  feafon,  fome  maintain  that  this  operation 
ought  to  be  early  performed  ;  becaufe  inconveniences  may  re- 
fult  from  pruning  either  in  winter  or  in  fpring,  fince  in  the 
former  cafe  the  wound  cannot  clofe,  and  the  eyes  or  buds  are 
in  danger  of  being  dried  up  by  the  cold  i  and,  in  the  latter,  the 
fap  is  ezhaufted,  and  flows  over  the  buds  near  the  wound  *• 

Other»  make  diftinâiqns  accordbig  to  the  nature  of  the  foiL 
They  fay  that  the  vines  in  a  thin  and  dry  ground  fhould  be 
pruned  in  autumn  ;  thofe  in  a  cold  and  moift  one,  in  fpring^ 
and  thofe  in  a  foil  neither  too  dry  nor  too  moift,  in  winter.  By 
thefe  means  the  former  would  preferve  the  fap  necefia^  to 
them,  the  fécond  lofe  that  which  is  fuperfluous,  and  ail  would 
produce  an  excellent  wine.     One  proof,  lay  they,  that  in  nxuft 


P  Id.  ibid.  p.  844. 

4  Theopbr.  de  Ganf.  Plant,  lib.  4. 
ctp.  15. 

^  Xeooph.  Memor.  lib.  5.  p.  866« 
Thevphr.  de  Gaaf.  Fiant,  lib.  a,  cap,  S^. 


*  Theopiir.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  13. 
<  Id.  ibid.  cap.  ip. 
^  Id.  ibid.  Ub.  3.  cap.  I8. 
'  Id.  ibid.  oap.  zoc 
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grounds  pruning  fliould  be  deferred  till  the  fpring,  and  a  part 
of  the  Tap  fuffered  to  flow  off,  is  the  cuftom  we  have  of  fowing 
in  vineyards  barley  arid  beans,  which  abforb  the  humidity  of 
the  foil,  and  prevent  the  vine  from  eihaufting  itfelf  in  ufelels 
branches* 

The  vine-dreflTers  are  divided  on  another  queftion  ^  ;  whether 
vines  fliould  be  pruned  long  or  fliort.  Some  fay  this  is  to  be 
detennined  by  the  nature  of  the  plant  or  the  foil  ;  and  others, 
that  it  depends  on  the  quantity  of  fap  in  the  btanches  :  if  that  is 
abundant!  feveral  very  fliort  flioots  fliould  be  left,  that  the  vine 
may  produce  more  grapes  ;  but  if  there  is  but  little  of  it,  fewer 
iboots  fliould  be  left,  and  the  vine  fliould  be  pruned  longer. 

The  vines  which  bear  many  branches  and  few  grapes,  require 
that  the  flioots  at  the  top  fliould  be  pruned  long,  and  thofe 
lower  down  fliort  ;  in  order  that  the  vine  may  be  ftrengthened 
at  the  root,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  branches  at  the  top  pro* 
duce  much  fruit. 

It  is  advantageous  to  prune  young  vines  fliort,  that  they  may 
grow  ftronger  ;  for  vines  which  are  pruned  long,  produce  ina 
deed  more  fruit,  but  fooner  die  ^* 

I  fliali  not  fpeak  of  the  different  labours  which  the  vine  re« 
quires  ^,  nor  of  feveral  praâices,  the  utility  of  which  is  acknow- 
ledged. We  frequently  fee  the  vine-drcflcrs  ftrew  a  light  dufl: 
over  the  grapes,  to  defend  them  from  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and 
for  other  reafons  which  it  would  be  too  tedious  to  enumerate  \ 
At  other  times  we  fee  them  pluck  ofF  fome  of  the  leaves,  that 
the  clutters  being  more  expofed  to  the  fun,  may  ripen  fooner  ^» 

Would  you  wifh  to  reflore  youth  to  a  vine  nearly  dead  with 
old  age  ;  remove  die  earth  on  one  Gde,  and  pick  and  clean  the 
roots,  applying  to  them  different  kinds  of  manure,  and  covering 
them  with  the  earth.  It  will  produce  fcarcely  any  fruit  the  firft 
year,  but,  after  three  or  four  years,  it  will  have  regained  its 


y  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  ca;).  ip.  I  b  Idi^îbid.  cap.  «1. 

"•  là.  ibid.  cap.  20.  I  ^  Sienoph.  Memor.  lib.  5.  p.  966. 

*  Id.  ibid,  cap*  sx.  I 

Fo/.  III.  ig 
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former  vigour*  If  you  afterwards  perceive  it  begin  to  languifli, 
again  repeat  thcTamc  operation  on  Ae  other  fide,  and  thefe.  pre- 
cautions, taken  every  ten  years,  will  in  fome  meafure  render 
your  vine  immortal  **. 

To  obtain  grapes  without  ftones,  you  mud  take  a  vine-fliooty 
and  cut  it  lightly  in  the  part  which  is  to  be  fet  in  the  ground  ; 
take  out  the  pith  from  this  part,  unite  the  two  fides  feparated 
by  the  incifion,  cover  them  with  wet  paper,  and  plant  it  in  the 
earth.  The  experiment  will  fuccecd  better  if  the  lower  part, 
thus  prepared,  be  put  in  a  fea»onion  before  it  is  planted.  Other 
methods  are  known  to  produce  the  fame  tffcâ  ^ 

Would  you  wifli  to  have  on  the  fame  vine  both  black  and 
white  grapes,  or  clufters,  the  berries  of  which  {hall  be  fome 
black  and  others  white  ^  ;  take  a  (hoot  of  each  kind,  bruifc 
them  in  their  upper  part,  fo  that  they  may^clofely  unite  and 
incorporate,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  tie  them  together,  and  plant 
them. 

We  afterwards  requcfted  from  Euthymenes  fome  inftruâions 
concerning-  the  different  kinds  of  plants  of  the  kitchen  gar- 
den, and  fruit-trees.  The  former,  faid  he,  come  up  fooner 
when  we  make  ufe  of  feed  which  is  two  or  three  years  old  ^. 
There  are  fome  which  it  is  advantageous  to  water  with  fait  wa- 
ter *".  Cucumbers  *  are  fweeter  when  their  feeds  have  been 
fteeped  in  milk  for  two  days  K  They  thrive  better  in  grounds 
naturally  a  little  moift,  than  in  gardens  where  they  are  fre- 
quently watered  K  Would  you  have  them  early  ;  fow  them  at 
firft  in  pots,  and  water  them  with  warm  water  '  ;  but  I  muft  tell 
you  that  they  will  have  lefs  flavour  than  if  they  had  been  wa- 


à  Theophr.  Hift.  Plant.  lib.  4.  cap.  1 5. 

^  Id.  de  Cauf.  Plant.  lib.  5.  cap.  5. 
Deroocr.  Geopon.  libr  4.  cap.  7.  Pallad. 
de  Re  Ruftic.  Febr.  tit.  29.  Coluua.  de 
Arbor.  9.  PlinJib.  17.  cap.  n.  t.  ii.  p. 
74.  Traité  de  la  Vigne,  t.  i.  p.  29. 

f  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5.  cap.  5. 

S  Arhlot.  Problem.  {  as.  Quaeft. 
35.  t.  ii.  p.  773- 

^  Tbeophr.-  ibid*  lib.  a.  cap.  7.^ 


•  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  Tolvme. 

1  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  12.  Id.  Hif- 
tor.  Plant,  lib.  7.  cap.  3.  Pallad.  in 
Mart,  lib.  4.  cap.  9.  Colnn.  de  Re 
Ruftic.  lib.  II.  cap.  3.  PlinJ  lib.  i^ 
cap.5.t.ii.p.  165. 

y-  Ariftot.  Probl.  t.  ii.  p.  776. 

1  Theophr,  de  Cauf.  Plant,  lib.  5. 
cap.  6. 
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tcred  with  CoM  ^^tct™.  To  render  them  large^  care  is  takcn^ 
as  foon  as  they  begin  to  be  formed^  to  cover  them  with  a  pot  or 
▼eflel/  or  to  introduce  them  into  a  kind  of  tube.  To  preferve 
them  a  long  time»  they  (ht)uld  be  covered,  and  kept  hung  up  in 
awell«.    > 

Trees  (houM  be  planted  in  autumn,  or  ratlicr  in  the  fpting  ^. 
The  trench  fhould  be  digged  at  leaft  a  year  before  they  are 
planted  p.  It  is  ufual  to  leave  it  a  long  time  open,  as  if  it  were 
to  be  fecundated  by  tlie  air  %  The  dimenfions  of  the  trench 
are  variei)  according  as  the  foil  is  dry  or  moift.  It  is  ufual  to 
allow  to  it  two  feet  and  a  half  in  depth,  and  two  feet  in 
breadth  '. 

I  only  relate,  faid  Euthymenes,  praâices  that  are  known  and 
familiar  to  all  cultivated  nations }  and  which,  replied  I  imme- 
diately, do  not  fufficiently  excite  their  admiration.  What  time» 
what  refleâion,  muft  not  have  been  neceflary  to  obferve  and 
gain  a  knowledge  of  the  want»,  the  varieties,  and  refources  of 
Nature  ;  to  fender  her  docile,  and  diverfify  or  correâ  her  pro- 
ductions !  I  was  fuTprifed  at  my  arrival  in  Greece  to  fee  trees 
manured  and  pruned  *  ;  but  how  great  was  my  admiration  to 
find,  that  the  fecret  had  been  difcovered  to  diminifh  the  kernel 
of  fome  fruits  to  increafe  the  fize  of  the  pulp  '  $  that  other 
fruits,  and  efpecially  pomegranates,  had  been  made  to  grow 
larger  on  the  tree  by  covering  them  with  an  earthen  vcflel  "  \ 
and  that  trees  were  compelled  to  bear  fruits  of  different  kinds  % 
and  be  loaded  widi  produâions  foreign  to  their  nature  f 

This  latter  prodigy,  faid  Euthymenes,  is  effcfted  by  grafting» 
hy  which  the  roughnefs  and  fournefs-of  the  fruits  of  wild  trees 
is  correded  y.     Almoft  all  garden  trees  undergo  this  ©iteration. 


"  A  iftot.  Probl.  >.  775,  rbeophr. 
ibid.  tit>.  7.  ra.>.  .8. 

•»  Id.  ibil.  p.  77  V  Tbeophr.  de 
CauC  t'lJint.  VV\  ^.  C4p.  6. 

^  I  .  i'»id.  Hb*  3.  -Ctp»  a  ct  4. 

P  kU  ibid.  cap.  c. 

^  (d.  VM  cao.  t%, 

'  XcDOph.  Memor.  lib.  s*  p*  864. 


»  Theophr.  de  Ciuf.  I'lant.  lib.  3. 
cap.  4. 

<  Id.  ibid.libi  t.  cap.  x8. 

"  Ariftot.  Probl.  $  20.  t.  ii.  p.  772. 

^  TLeophr.  de  Cauf.  Plant.  lib.  5. 
ctp.  5. 

>   Id.  ibid.  lib.  x.  cap.  6  et  7. 
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which  is  ordinarily  performed  on  trees  of  the  fame  fpecies;  asr^' 
for  example,  a  fig  is  grafted  on  another  fig-tree,  an  apple  on  a 
pear-tree  ',  &c. 

Figs  ripen  fooner  when  they  have  been  pun£hired  by  gnats 
that  come  from  the  fruit  of  a  wild  fig-tree  purpofeiy  planted 
near  *.  Yet  thofe  which  ripen  naturally  arc  preferred,  and  the 
dealers  who  feU'them  m  the  market  never  fail  to  mention  this 
difference  **. 

It  is  faid,  that  pomegranates  will  be  fwceter  when  the  tree  is 
watered  with  cold  water,  and  pigs-dung  laid  round  the  roots  ^ 
that  almonds  have  more  flavour  when  nails  are  driven  into  the 
trunk  of  the  tree,  and  the  fap  fuflFered  to  flow  out  for  fome 
time  ^  ;  and  that  olive-trees  do  not  thrive  when  they  arc  more 
than  three  hundred  (tadia  from  the  fea  ^  *.  It  is  likewife  faid, 
that  certain  trees  have  a  fenfible  influence  on  other  trees  ;  that 
olive-trees  delight  in  the  neighbourhood  of  wild  pomegranates  % 
and  garden  pomegranates  in  that  of  myrtles  ^«  It  is  added,  in 
fine,  that  the  difference  of  fcx  mufl  be  admitted  m  trees  and 
plants^.  This  opinion  was  at  firft  founded  on  the  analogy 
which  was  imagined  to  exifl  between  animals  and  the  other 
produâions  of  nature,  and  afterward  confirmed  by  the  obferva- 
tion  that  palm-trees  do  not  bear  fruit,  unlefs  the  females  are 
fecundated  by  the  down  or  duft  contained  in  the  flower  of  the 
male  ^.  This  fpecies  of  phaenrcnenon  muft  firft  have  been  ob- 
ferved  in  Egypt  and  the  neighbouring  countries  ;  for  in  Greece 
thfe  pahn-trees,  raifed  for  the  ornament  of  gardens,  bear  na 
dates,  or  at  leaft  never  bring  them  to  perfeft  maturity  *. 


.  *  Ariftot.  de  Plant.  lib.  l.  cap.  6.  t. 
iL  p.  1016. 

^  H.   ibW.  p.   101 7.     Theophr.  dc 
Cauf.  Plant,  lib.  2.  cap.  12.     Tourne- 
fort.  Voyage  du  Levant,  t.  i.  p.  33S. 
.  k  Theophr.  ibid.  cap.  13. 

^  Ariftot.  de  Plant,  lib.  i.  cap.  7.  t. 
iL  p.  1017. 

d  Theophr.  Hift.  Plant.  Ub.  6,  cap. 
a.  p.  ii». 


«  Ti  1.3d  leagues. 

^  Ariftot.  ibid.  cap.  6.  p.  X017. 

f  Theophr.  de  Cauf.»  Plant,  lib. 
cap.  p.  p.  «43. 

*  Ariftot.  de  Plant,  lib.  I.  cap.  2. 
loix.  Theophr.  Hift.  Plant,  lib. 
cap.  9.  p.  I45. 

i>  Theophr.  Hift.  Plant,  lib.    9, 
113.      . 

i  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  5.  p*  124. 
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In  general,  the  fruits.of  Attica  have  a  fweetnefs  not  found  in 
tlofe  of  the  neighbouring  countries  S  which  advantage  they 
owe  left  to  the  induftry  of  the  cultivator  than  the  influence  of 
iJie  climate.  We  as  yet  are  ignorant  how  far  this  influence  will 
'Gorreâ  the  foumefs  of  thofe  beautiful  fruits  which  hang  on  that 
citron-tree  lately  brought  from  Perfia  to  Athens  '. 

Euthymenes  fpoke  to  us  concerning  ruftic  labours  with  plea- 
fure,  and  with  tranfport  on  the  delights  of  a  country  life. 

One  evening,  when  we  were  feated  at  table,  before  his  houfe, 
under  fome  fuperb  plane-trees,  that  arched  over  our  heads,  he 
(aid  to  us.  When  I  walk  in  my  fields,  all  things  fmile  and 
ieem  embelliihcd  with  new  ornaments  in  my  eyes.  Thefe  har« 
▼efts,  trees,  and  plants,  exiil:  only  for  me,  or  rather  for  the  ne- 
ceflitous  whofe  wants  I  relieve.  Sometimes  I  create  to  myfelf 
iUufions  to  heighten  my  enjoyments,  and  the  earth  then  feems 
to  accompany  her  benefaâions  with  a  fpecies  of  delicacy,  and 
announces  her  fruits  by  flowers,  as  among  men  benefits  ought 
to  be  accompanied  by  the  graces. 

An  emulation  without  rivalry  forms  the  bond  of  the  union 
between  me  and  my  neighbours.  They  frequently  come  and 
take  their  places  around  this  table,  which  was  never  yet  encir- 
cled but  by  my  friends.  Confidence  and  franknefs  reign  at 
thefe  repafts  ^  we  communicate  to  each  other  our  difcoveries, 
for,  unlike  to  other  artifts  who  have  fecrets  °*,  each  is  only  emu^^ 
lous  to  inform  himfelf  and  inftrua  his  friends. 

Then,  addrefling  himfelf  to  fome  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
Athens,  who  had  that  moment  arrived,  he  added.  You  ima^ 
gine  yourfelves  free  within  the  cnclofure  of  your  walls,  but  that 
independence  which  the  laws  grant  to  you  is  inceffantly  torn 
,  fifom  you  by  the  tyranny  of  fociety.  Have  you  not  employ- 
ments to  intrigue  for  and  to  difcharge  powerful  men,  to  footh 
and  flatter  fecret  mifchiefs,  to  forefee  and  to  fliun,  and  duties 
of  ceremony  more  rigorous  than  thofe  of  nature  to  fulfil  ?  Arc 


k  Ariftot-Problem.  t.  ii. p.  774.  I  84.    Saloiaf.  Excrcit.  in  Piin.  p.  ps^, 

*  Antiphon.  tp,  Aihen.  I  3.  c.  7.  p.  J     »  Xsnop!^.  Mcmor,  lib.  5.  p.  t$i. 
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you  not  compeUed  to  a  continual  reftra^int  in  your  àttkf  de^ 
meanour,  aâions,  and  words  ;  to  endure  the  infupportabk  pref* 
fure  of  idlenefs,  and  die  tedious  perfecutions  of  the  importu- 
nate ?  There  is  no  kind  of  flavery  by  which  you  are  not  heM 
in  bondage. 

Your  feftivals  are  fo  magnificent,  and  ours  fo  mijrthftill 
your  pleafures  fo  fuperficial  and  fo  tranfient,  and  ours  fo  real 
and  fo  confiant  !  Can  the  dignities  of  the  republic  afford  any 
funâions  more  noble  than  the  ezercife  of  an  art>  without  which, 
înduftry  and  commerce  muft  alike  decline  ^  i 

Have  you  ever,  in  your  rich  apartments,  breathed  an  air  fo 
frefh  as  that  we  refpire  in  this  verdant  arbour  ?  or  can  your  en* 
tertainments,  fometimes  fo  fumptuous,  compare  with  the  bowk 
of  milk  which  we  have  juft  drawn,  and  thofe  delicious  fruits 
which  we  have  gathered  with  our  own  hands  i  And  what  a  reliik 
do  we  acquire  to  pur  repafts  from  labours,  which  it  is  fo  pleat- 
ing to  undertake  even  in  the  frofts  of  winter,  and  the  heats  of 
fummer  °  j  and  frpm  which  it  is  fo  delightful  to  reft,  fometimes 
amid  the  thick  woods  fanned  by  the  breath  of  zephyrs,  and  re- 
clining on  a  turf  which  invites  to  fleep  ;  and  fo^ietimes  near  a 
fparkling  fire  P  fed  by  the  trunks  of  trees,  which  I  have  felled 
on  my  own  grounds,  furrounded  by  my  wife  and  children,  obi^ 
jefts  ever  ne^  of  the  mod  tender  love,  in  defiance  of  the  im- 
petuous winds  which  howl  around  my  cottage,  without  beings 
able  to  difturb  its  tran<}uillity  ! 

Ah  I  if  happinefs  be  only  the  health  of  the  foul,  muft  it  not 
be  found  in  thofe  places  where  a  juft  proportion  ever  reighs  be^ 
tween  our  wants  and  our  defires,  where  motion  is  conftantly 
followed  by  reft,  and  where  pur  afieâions  are  always  accompa- 
^lied  by  tranquillity  ? 

We  had  frequent  converfations  with  Euthymenes,  and  on 
one  occafion  mentioned  to  him,  that  Xenophon,  in  fome  of  his 
writings  **,  had  propofed  to  grant  to  thofe  who  ihould  beft  cuK. 


»  U.  ibid.  Ub.  s.  p.  832.  I      F  1(1.  ibid.  p.  831. 

<*  Id.  ibid,  lib.  5.  p.  831.  I      «  Id.  Hier.  p.  91^. 
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tiTate  their  lalids,  not  rewards  in  mone^,  but  certain  lionour- 
able  diilinâions*  That  expedient,  anfwered  he>  might  tend  te 
the  encouragement  of  agriculture  ;  but  the  republic  13  fo  occu- 
pied in  diftributiûg  favours  to  idle  and  powerful  men,  that  it 
cannot  beilow  a  thought  on  ufeful  and  obfcure  citizens. 
^  Having  left  Acharnae,  we  continued  our  journey  toward  Boc«- 
otia.  On  our  way  we  faw  feverai  caftles  furrounded  with  thick 
walls  and  lofty  towers,  fuch  as  thofe  of  Phyle,  Deceliaj  and 
Rbanmus.  The  frontiers  of  Attica  are  defended  on  every  fide 
by  thefe  fortrefles,  and  the  country  people  are  direâed  to  take 
refuge  in  them  in  cafe  of  an  invafion  '^^ 

Rhamnus  is  fituated  near  the  fea.  *  On  a  neighbouring  emi- 
nence ftands  the  temple  of  the  implacable  Nemefis,  t^e  gôdde& 
of  vengeance.  Her  itatue,  which  is  ten  cubits  high  *,  is  by  thé 
hand  of  Phidias,  and  of  moft  beautiful  workmanfliip.  Thsit 
artift  fculptured  it  from  a  block  of  Parian  marble,  whicii  the 
Perfians  had  brought  to  this  place  to  ere£t  a  trophy.  Phidias 
has  not  infcribed  on  it  his  own  name,  but  that  of  his  pupil  Ai- 
^racritus,  whom  he  extremely  loved  '. 

From  Rhamnus  we  went  to  the  town  of  Marathon,  the  inha!- 
bitants  of  which  were  eager  to  relate  to  us  the  principal  cin- 
cumftances  of  the  viâoryi  which  the  Athenians,  under  the 
conduâ  of  Miltiades,  had  formerly  gained  there  over  the  Per- 
fians*  This  celebrated  event  has  left  fuch  an  impreffion  on 
their  minds,  that  they  imagine  they  hear,  during  the  night, 
the  cries  of  the  combatants,  and  the  neighing  of  horfes  '.  They 
ihowed  us  the  tombs  of  the  Greeks  who  fell  in  the  battle  :  thefe 
are  {mall  cdumns,  on  which  their  names  only  have  been  in- 
fcribed. We  proftrated  ourfelves  before  that  which  the  Athe- 
nians confecratcd  to  the  memory  of  Miltiades,  after  having 
fttSered  him  to  expire  in  a  dungeon  :  it  is  only  diflinguifhcd 
from  the  reft  by  being  ereâed  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  them  ^. 


^  Demofth.  de  Fair.  Leg.  p.  3x3.  Id. 
de  Cor.  p.  479. 

•  About  14  1.  half  feet. 

'  Paufan.  Ii0.  1.  cap.  33.  p.  80. 
FUo.  lib.  36.  cap.  5.  p.  735.    Suid.  et 


Hefych.  «n  p«^v.  Meorf.  de  Fopul.  At- 
tic, in  *Pi^». 

*  Paula» .  lib.  i.  cap.  33.  p.  79. 

«  Id.  ibid. 
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As  we  approached  Brauron,  the  air  refounded  with  joyful 
fliouts.  The  inhabitants  of  that  town  were  celebrating  the  fef* 
tival  of  Diana  their  tutelary  goddefs  *.  Her  ftatue  appeared  to 
us  to  be  of  great  antiquity,  and  we  were  told,  that  it  was  the 
fame  which  Iphigenia  brought  from  Taurica  '.  All  the  Athe- 
nian maidens  piuft  be  confecrated  to  this  goddefs,  after  diey 
have  attained  their  fifth,  and  before  they  have  paiTed  tlieir  tenth 
year  *.  A  great  nnmber  of  them,  brought  by  their  parents» 
and  having  at  their  head  the  young  prieftefs  of  Diana  ',  are 
prefent  at  thefc  ceremonies,  which  they  cmbcllifh  by  their  pre- 
sence, and  during  which  rhapfodifts  fin^  portions  of  the  Iliad  ^. 
As  a  confequence  of  their  being  thus  devoted,  they  come  before 
marriage  to  pflFer  facrifices  to  this  goddefs^. 

We  were  preflcd  to  wait  fome  days,  that  wc  might  be  pre- 
fent at  a  feftival,  which  is  repeated  every  fifth  year  **,  in  honour 
of  Bacchus,  and  which,  as  it  is  reforted  to  by  the  greater  part 
of  the  courtefans  of  Athens,  is  celebrated  with  equal  fplehdour 
and  Ucentioubefs  ^  ;  but  as  the  defcription  given  us  of  it  only 
excited  our  difguft,  we  proceeded  to  vifit  the  quarries  of  Mount 
Pentelicus,  which  produce  that  beautiful  white  marble  fo  fa- 
mous throughout  Greece,  and  on  which  the  chifels  of  able 
fculptors  have  fo  often  been  employed  ^ .  It  feems  as  if  Nature 
had  taken  a  pleafure  in  multiplying,  in  the  fame  place,  great 
men,  great  artifts,  and  the  materials  moft  proper  to  prefervc 
the  memory  of  each.  Mount  Hymettus  >,  and  other  mountains 
of  Attica  \  contain  within  them  fimilar  quarries. 


^  Meurr.  de  Popul.  Attic,  in  B^cir^. 
*,d.  in  Gr»c.  Fer.  Caftell.  de  Fcft. 
Crtec. 

y  Paufan.  lib.  t.  cap.  25.  p.  55  ;  et 
c*P-  33-  P-  80.  ' 

s  Ariftoph.  in  Lyfillr.  ▼.  644.  Schol. 
ibid.  Harpocr.  et  Hef/ch.  in  Af»|  et 
In  AfM?. 

^  Dinarrh.  in  Ariftogit.  p.  106.  P 
paofth.  in  Conon.  p.  1112. 

b  Hefych.  in  B^v^. 

^  Suid.  in  Af»*J. 

4  ^U.  Ub.  8.  cap.  9.  {  107. 

4       . 


^  Suid.  rn  B|m^  Schol.  in  Demoftk. 
Orat.  adv.  Conon.  p.  1415. 

f  Theophr.  de  Lapid.  {  14.  Strab. 
lib.  9,  p.  39p.  Atbcn.  lib.  13.  cap.  ^. 
p.  591.  Paufan.  lib.  î.  cap.  32.  p.  7S'; 
lib.  5,  cap.  10.  p.  398  ;  lib.  S.  cap.  aS. 
p.  658,  6tc. 

^  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  399.  Plin.  lib.  17. 
cap.  1. 1.  ii.  p.  48  5  lib.  36.  cap.  3.  t.  ii. 
p.  734.  ct  cap.  15.  p.  744.  HoraL  lib, 
2.  od.  18. 

*»  Xînopb.  Rat.  Redit,  p.  920,  Lrr. 
lib.  31.  cap.  26. 
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'We  vent  to  fleep  at  Prafiae,  a  fmall  town  Ctoated  near  the 
fea.  Its  port,  named  Panormus,  is  a  fafe  and  commodious 
harbour;  it  is  furrounded  with  valleys  and  delightful  hills» 
which,  from  the  rery  fea-fliore,  rife  in  the  form  of  an  amphi- 
theatre, and  end  in  mountains  covered  with  pines  and  various 
kmds  of  trees  K 

Proceeding  onward,  we  entered  a  beautiful  plain,  which 
makes  part  of  a  diftri£t  named  Paralos  *  i^.  It  is  bordered  on 
each  fide  by  a  range  of  hiUs,  the  fummits  of  which,  rounded 
and  feparated  from  each  other,  feem  rather  to  be  the  work  of 
art  than  of  nature  ^  This  plain  conducted  us  to  Thoricos,  a 
ftrong  place  fituated  on  the  fea^oaft  "  ;  and  how  great  was 
our  joy  to  learn  that  Plato  was  in  the  neighbourhood,  at  the 
houfe  of  Theophilus,  one  of  his  oldeft  friends,  who  had  long 
prefled  him  to  vifit  his  country  feat.  Several  of  his  difciples 
had  accompanied  him  to  thefe  folitary  places.  I  know  not 
what  tender  intereft  the  furprifc  occafioned  by  thefe  fortuitous 
meetings  infpires,  but  our  interview  feemed  to  have  the  air  of 
a  dramatic  difcovery,  and  Theophilus  prolonged  the  pleafure  of 
it  by  detaining  us  at  his  houfe. 

Th«  next  day,  at  a  very  early  hour,  we  repaired  to  Mount 
Laurium,  where  are  the  filver  mines  that  have  been  worked 
from  time  immemorial  °.  They  are  fo  rich,  that  the  veins  of 
metal  feem  to  have  no  end  ^  ;  and  a  much  greater  number  of 
pits  might  be  funk,  if  fuch  undertakings  did  not  require  con- 
fi4^rable  fums.  BeGdes  the  purchafing  of  inftruments,  and 
the  ereâing  of  houfes  and  furnaces,  it  is  neceflary  to  have  a 
great  number  of  flaves,  the  price  of  which  continually  varies. 
According  as  they  are  ftronger  or  weaker,  older  or  younger, 
they  coft  from  three  to  fix  hundred  drachmas  f,  and  fome- 
times  more  p.     When  the  adventurers  are  not  rich  enough  to 


i  Chandler's  Travels  in  Greece,  p. 

•  That  is  to  fay,  Maritime» 

k  Thucyd.  lib.  a.  cap.  55. 

1  Whcelcx'sJo«rney,p.447.  Vojag, 


^  Xenoph.  Rat.  Redit,  p.  928. 

°  Id.  ibid.  p.  924. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  927. 

t  From  270  to  540  Hyks  (from  lit 

5.  to  ISU  IDS.) 

P  Dcjaoith.  ia  Apbob.  z.  p.  89^% 
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pordiafe  them,  they  contraâ  for  them  with  thofe  citizens  who 
have  a  great  number  of  them,  to  whom  they  pay  an  obolus  t 
day  for  each  flave  •. 

Erery  individual,  who,  on  his  own  account,  or  at  the  head 
of  a  company,  undertakes  to  make  new  refearches,  muft  pur- 
chafe, a  permiffion,  which  can  only  be  granted  by  the  republic  ^. 
He  mufi:  addrefs  himfdf  to  die  ms^iftratcs,  who  have  the  di« 
reâion  of  the  department  of  the  mines.  If  his  propofai  is  ac- 
cepted, it  is  entered  in  a  regifter,  and  he  is  required  to  pay, 
4>efides  the  premium  for  his  privilege,  one  twcnty*fourih  part 
of  his  profits  to  the  republic  '  ;  and  if  he  does  not  fulfil  his  chp» 
gagcmcnts,  the  grant  reverts  to  the  treafury,  by  which  it  is  put 
up  to  auâion  *• 

Formerly  die  fums  arifing  from  the  fale  of  the  privileges,  or 
the  eventual  profits  of  the  mines,  were  diftributèd  to  the 
people.  Themiftocles  induced  the  general  afiemUy  to  enaâ 
that  they  fhould  be  appropriated  to  the  building  of  ihips  ^  This 
refource  fupported  the  Athenian  navy  during  the  Peloponne- 
fian  war.  Individuals  were  then  feen  to  acquire  confiderabie 
wealth  by  the  mines.  Nicias,  fo  unfortunately  rendered  fa- 
mous by  the  expedidon  into  Sicily,  let  out  to  an  adventurer  a 
thoufand  flaves,  for  whom  he  received  a  thoufand  oboh,  or 
1 667  drachmas  a-day  f .  Hipponicus,  at  the  fame  time,  had 
fix  hundred,  which  he  let  out  in  like  manner  for  fix  hundred 
oboli,  or  a  hundred  drachmas  %  \  According  to  this  cakula^ 
don,  Xenophon  propofed  to  government  to  engage  in  the  c:^- 
merce  of  the  flaves  to  work  the  mines.  For  a  beginning,  it 
might  have  been  fufficient  to  have  purchafed  twelve  hundred, 
and  fucceiSvely  to  have  augmented  the  number  to  ten  thou- 
fand, which  would  have  produced  to  the  ftate  the  annual  profit 
of  a  hundred  talents  ^  $. 


•  Three  fol»  (three  halfpence). 
^  Demofth.  m  Pantsen.  p.  ^92. 
■"  Suid.  in  'Ay^df. 

•  Demofth.  in  Fboenip.  p.  loaa, 
f  Plut,  in  Themift.  i.  i.  p.  n^. 

I 


t  1 50  lirrcs  (61.  5$.) 

i  90  livres  (3I.  155.) 

"  Xenoph.  Rat.  Redit,  p.  925. 

'  Id  ibid.  p.  926. 
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This  projcâ,  which  might  have  excited  the  émulation  of 
thofe  who  undertook  the  wcwking  of  the  mines,  was  not  car- 
ried into  execution  s  and,  toward  the  end  of  this  war,  it  was 
perceived  that  the  mines  produced  leis  than  they  had  formerly 
done^ 

Various  accidents  may  difappoint  the  hopes  of  die  fpecula- 
tors  ;  and  I  have  known  many  who  have  ruined  themfeives  for 
w^ant  of  property,  or  a  fufficient  knowledge  of  the  bufinefs  they 
bad  undertaken  '•  The  laws,  however,  have  omitted  nothing 
which  may  tend  to  their  encouragement.  The  income  from 
thé  mines'  is  not  reckoned  among  the  property  which  obliges  a 
citizen  to  contribute  to  the  expences  of  the  ftatç  *.  Punifli- 
ments  are  denounced  againft  thofe  who.  {hall  obftruâ  any  pri- 
vileged perfon  in  the  working  of  his  part  of  the  mines,  either 
by  carrying  away  his  machines  and  instruments,  fetting  fire  to 
fhe  timbers  and  jflays  made  ufe  of  under  greund  *>,  or  by  en- 
croaching on  his  limits  ;  fcMr  the  grants  made  to  each  indivi- 
dual are  circumfcribed  by  boundaries  which  it  is  not  permitted 
to  pafs  ^. 

We  entered  thcfe  damp  and  unhealthy  places  <*,  and  witneff» 
ed  what  labour  it  cofts  to  tear  from  the  bowels  of  thé  earth 
thofe  metals  which  are  deftined  onlj  to  be  difcovercd,  and 
even  poffefled,  by  flaves« 

On  the  fides  of  the  mountain,  near  the  pits  ^,  are  ccmftru£l- 
cd  forges  and  furnaces  ^,  to  which  the  ore  is  carried,  to  fepa- 
rate  the  filver  from  the  other  fubftances  with  which  it  is  mixed- 
It  is  frequently  found  united  ta  a  fandy,  red  and  ihintng  fub- 
ftance,  from  which  has  lately  been  obtained,  for  the  firft  time, 
the  artificial  cinnabar  ^  *• 


y  XenopK  Memor.  lih.  3.  p,  773. 

*  Demotth.  in  Fhœinp.  p.  102  a  et 
1015. 

»  Id.  ibid. 

b  Poll.  lib.  7.  cap.  23.  i  pS.  Pet. 
Leg.  Att.  p.  543- 

^  Demolth.  in  Panten.  p.  992. 

^  Xcnoph.  Mcmor.  lib.  3.  p.  773. 


*  Vltniv.  lib.  7.  cap.  7. 

f  Demollh.  ibid.  p.  998.  Suid.  Har. 
pocr.  et  P.iot.  Lex.  Man.  in  Xi/^. 

S  rheophrat.  de  Lapid,  J  104.  PI  in. 
lib.  2;^.  cap.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  624.  Coifin. 
Fa  ft.  Attic,  t.  iii.  p  ii%, 

*  This  difcovery  was  made  about  the 
>ear  405  beibre  Cbritt. 
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The  traveller  through  Attica  muft  be  ftruck  with  the  con* 
trail  prefented  by  the  two  claflbs  of  workmen  whofe  labours  are 
employed  on  the  earth*  The  one,  without  fear,  and  unex- 
pofed  to  danger,  gather  on  the  furface,  the  com,  wine,  oil» 
and  other  fruits,  in  which  they  are  permitted  to  participate* 
They  axe  in  general  well  fed  and  well  clothed  ;  they  have  their 
moments  of  pleafure,  and  in  the  midft  of  their  toil  breathe  a 
free  air,  and  enjoy  the  fplendour  of  heaven.  The  other,  bu- 
ried in  quarries  of  marble  or  mines  of  filver,  continually  ia 
danger  of  feeing  the  tomb  clofe  over  their  heads,  are  only- 
guided  in  tlieir  inceflant  labours  by  dim  and  funereal  lights» 
and  are  perpetually  furrounded  by  a  grofs  and  frequently  deadly 
atmofphere.  Unfortunate  fpeâres,  to  whom  no  feeling  re- 
mains but  that  of  their  fufFerings,  not  ftrength  but  what  muft 
be  employed  to  augment  the  pride  and  pomp  of  their  mafters 
who  tyrannize  over  them  !  From  this  comparifon,  we  may 
judge  which  are  the  true  riches  that  nature  deGgned  for  man. 

We  had  not  informed  Plato  of  our  journey  to  the  mines. 
He  wiihed  to  accompany  us  to  Cape  Sunium,  diftant  fr<Hn 
Athens  about  three  hundred  and  thirty  ftadia  ^  *.  On  it  ftands 
a  fuperb  temple  confecrated  to  Minçrva,  of  white  marble,  and 
of  the  Doric  order,  furrounded  by  a  periftyle,  and  having,  like 
that  of  Thefeus,  to  which  it  refembles  in  its  general  diipofition, 
fix  columns  in  front,  and  thirteen  on  the  fides  '. 

From  the  fummit  of  the  promontory  is  feen,  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountain,  the  harbour  and  town  of  Sunium,  which  is  one 
of  the  fortrefTes  of  Attica  K  But  a  grander  fcene  excited  our 
sulmiration.  Sometimes  we  permitted  our  eyes  to  wander  over 
the  vaft  plains  of  the  fea,  and  at  length  to  repofe  on  the  prof- 
peas  prefented  by  the  neighbouring  iflands.  Sometimes 
pleafmg  recollerions  feemed  to  bring  nearer  to  us  the  ifles 
which  cfcaped  our  fight.  We  faid.  On  that  fide  of  the  hori* 
.^ _^___ ' -__^ 

h  Strabo,  lib.  9.  p.  390.  I  p.  24. 

*  About  twelve  leagues  and  a  half.    |      ^  Demofth.  de  Cor.  p.  479.   Pftufin^ 

I  ]^  ^i  Ruipestle  la  Grèce,  part.  i.  |  lib.  i.  cap.  i.  p.  a. 
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«on  is  Tenos,  in  which  we  find  fuch  fertile  valleys  ;  and  De- 
los,  where  fuch  delightful  feftivals  are  celebrated.  Alexis  faid 
to  me,  in  a  whifper,  There  is  Ceos,  where  I  faw  Glycera  for 
Ae  firft  time.  Philoxenus  fliowed  ipe,  with  a  figh,  the  ifland 
which  bears  the  name  of  Helen  ;  in  which,  ten  years  before, 
he  had  with  his  own  hands  ereâed,  amid  myrtles  and  cyprefles, 
a'  monument  to  the  afFeftionatc  Coronis,  and  whither,  for  ten 
years,  he  had  reforted,  on  certain  days,  to  fprinkle  with  his 
tears  her  cold  afhes,  ftiU  dear  to  his  heart.  Plato,  on  whom 
great  and  fublime  objeâs  had  always  made  a  ftrong  impreffion, 
feemed  to  have  fixed  his  whole  attention  on  the  gulfs  which 
nature  has  excavated  to  receive  the  waters  of  the  ocean. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  horizon  began  to  be  overclouded  at  a 
diftance  vnth  hot  and  gloomy  vapours  ;  the  fun  grew  dim,  and 
the  fmooth  and  motionlefs  furface  of  the  waters  aflumed  a 
melancholy  hue,  the  tints  of  which  inceflantly  vaiiied.  Already 
the  heavens,  fhut  in  on  every  fide,  only  prefented  to  our  view 
a  dark  vault,  from  which  iffued  dreams  of  flame.  All  nature 
appeared  to  be  in  filent  and  fearful  expeâation,  and  in  a  ftate 
of  inquietude,  which  communicated  itfelf  to  the  inmoft  recefies 
of  our  fouls.  We  fought  an  afylum  in  the  veftibule  of,  the 
temple,  and  quickly  the  thunder,  with  redoubled  peals,  broke 
the  barrier  of  darknefs,  and  fire  fufpénded  over  our  heads, 
thick  clouds  rolled  their  heavy  mafTes  through  the  air,  and  de«* 
(bended  in  torrents  on  the  earth,  while  the  winds,  unchained, 
Tufhed  impetuoufly  on  the  fea,  and  upturned  its  enormous  bil- 
lows. The  united  roarings  of  the  thunder,  the  winds,  the 
waves,  and  the  re-echoing  caverns  and  mountains,  produced  a 
dreadful  found,  which  feemed  to  proclaim  the  approaching  dif- 
folution  of  the  univerft- .  At  length,  the  north  wind  having  re- 
doubled its  efforts,  the  ftorm  departed,  to  carry  its  rage  into  the 
burning  climates  of  Africa.  We  followed  it  with  our  eyes, 
and  heard  it  howl  at  a  diftance,  while  with  us  the  iky  again 
flione  with  a  purer  fplendour,  and  that  fea,  which  had  fo  lately 
daflied  in  foaming  furges  to  the  clouds,  now  fcarcely  impelled 
its  languid  waves  to  the  fhore. 
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At  the*  fight  of  fo  many  utiexpeâed  dnd  rapid  ehanges,  we 
itmained  for  fome  time  motionlefs  and  mute  \  but  they  quick- 
ly reminded  us  of  thofe  doubts  and  queftions  which  have  exer« 
dfed  the  curiofity  df  mankind  for  fuch  a  number  of  ag'es.  Why 
thefe  feeming  errors  and  revolutions  in  nature  ?  Are  they  to 
be  attributed  to  chance  ?    But  whence  then  is  it  that  the  clofe 
oonneâed  chain  of  beings,  though  a  thoufand  times  on  the 
Tcrge  of  being  broken,  is  yet  perpetually  preferved  ?  Are  tem- 
pefts  excited  and  appeafed  by  an,  intelligent,  caufe  ?  But  what 
end  does  that  caufe  propofe  in  them,  and  whence  is  it  that  he 
darts  his  lightnings  on  the  defert,  while  he  fpares  Ac  nations 
whofe  giiilt  loudly  calls  for  his  vengeance  ?   From  thefe  inquiries 
we  proceeded  to  the  exiftence  of  the  gods,  the  reduâion  of 
diaos  to  form  and  order,  and  the  origin  of  the  univerfe.    Wan- 
dering and  loft  in  the  mazes  of  thefe  ideas,  we  conjured  Plato 
to  guide  us  to  the  truth.     He  was  abforbcd  in  profound  medi« 
tation  ;  it  feeitied  as  if  the  terrible  and  majeftic  voice  of  nature 
dill  refounded  in  his  ears.    At  length,  overcome  by  our  entrea<« 
ties,  and  tk  truths  which  he  revolved  in  his  labouring  mind;  he 
ièated  himfelf  on  a  ruftic  feat,  and  having  placed  us  by  his 
fide  *,  began  his  difcourfe  as  follows  : 

Feeble  mortals  tliat  wc  are  M  is  it  for  us  to  penetrate  the  fc- 
crcts  of  the  Divinity  ;  for  us,  the  wifeft  of  whom  is  to  the  Su- 
preme Being  only  what  an  ape  is  to  us*  ?  Proftrate  at  his  feet, 
I  entreat  him  to  infpîre  me  with  fuch  ideas  and  fuch  language 
as  (hall  be  pleafing  to  him,  and  ihall  appear  to  you  conform-* 
ad>le  to  reafon  '• 

If  I  were  obliged  to  explain  myfelf  in  the  prcfence  of  the 
multitude  concerning  the  firft  Author  of  all  things,  the  origin 
of  the  univerfe,  and  the  caufe  of  evil,  I  fhould  be  compelled  to 
^>eak  in  enigmas  ^  ',  but  in  thefe   folitary  places,  where  I  am 


*  See  Plate,  No.  18. 
I  Plat,  io  Tim.  t.  tii.  p.  19. 
^  HerftcL  ap.  Flat,  in  Hipp.  Major. 
«iîLp.«S^      « 


"  PUt.io  Tim.  r.  iii.  p.  a-, 
**  Id.  E'»iit.  2,  ad   Wonyf.    t. 
3 18.    Id.  in  fim.  t.  iii.  p.  28. 
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ly  heard  by  God  and  my  friends,  I  ihall  have  the  {atlsfaâion 

Irendering  homage  to  truth. 

God  which  I  declare  unto  you  Is  a  God,  fingle,  immut- 

e,  and  infinite  p,  the  centre  of  all  perfeâions,  and  the  inex« 

adible  fource  of  intelligence  and  being  ^.     Before  he  had 

ated   the   univerfe,  before  he  had  externally  difplayed  his 

he  was,  for  he  had  no  beginning  ^  ;  he  was  in  himielf» 

le  ezifted  in  the  profundity  of  eternity.     No  ;  my  expreffion» 

'  lo  not  correfpond  to  the  elevation  of  my  ideas,  nor  my  ideas  to 

fte  fcblimity  of  my  fubjeâ:. 

Matter,  equally  eternal,  fubfifted  in  a  fearful  fermentation, 
containing  within  itfelf  the  germs  of  all  evilsi  and  agitated  by 
impetuous  motions,  which  fought  to  unite  its  parts,  and  deftruc-> 
^ live  principles,  which  inftantly  feparated  them;  fufceprible  of 
every  form,  but  incapable  of  retaining  any,  horror  and  difcord 
wandered  over  its  tumultuous  waves  '.  The  dreadful  confufion 
which  you  have  fo  lately  feen  in  nature,  was  but  a  feeble  image 
of  that  which  reigned  in  chaos. 

From  all  eternity,  God,  by  his  infinite  goodnefs,  had  decreed 
to  create  the  univerfe,  according  to  the  model  ever  prefent  '  ;  a 
model  immutable,  increased,  and  perfeâ  ;  an  idea  like  to  that 
which  an  artift  conceives  when  he  converts  rude  ftone  into  a 
fuperb  edifice  5  an  intelleârual  world  of  which  the  vifible  is  only 
the  copy  and  the  expreffion  ".  Whatever  in  the  univerfe  is  the 
objeâ  of  .our  fenfes,  and  all  that  efcapes  their  aâivity,  was 
traced  in  a  fublime  manner  in  ^e  firft  plan  ;  and  as  the  Sti^ 
preme  Being  conceives  nothing  but  what  is  real,  it  may  be  faid 
that  he  had  produced  the  world  before  he  had  repdered  it  fen^ 
fible. 

Thus  from  all  eternity  exifted  God,  the  author  of  all  good^ 


P  W.  in  PhaedoD.  t.  i.  p.  78.  fitc. 

^  Itl.  in  Cratyl.  t.  i.  p.  396. 

r  Tim.  de  Anim.  Mund.  ap.  Flat.  t. 
ili.  p.  ()6,  Pitt,  in  Tim.  paflim.  ià.  in 
Phaedon.  t.  i.  p.  78. 

*  Tim.  de  Anim.  Mund.  ibid.  p.  ^4. 


Plat,  in  Tim.  t.  iii.  p.  30.  $1,  &c. 
Diogen.  [.aert.  Jib.  iii.  $  6p.  Cicer. 
Acadera.  lib.  1. 1.  ii.  p.  70. 

'  Id.  ibid.  p.  93.  Plat,  in  Tim.  ibid, 
p.  29.  Senec.  Epift.  65. 

"  Plat.  in.  Tim.  t.  iii.  p.  2S. 
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matter,  the  principle  of  all  evil,  and  that  model  according  to 
which  God  had  determined  to  reduce  matter  to  order  *  *. 

When  the  moment  decreed  for  this  great  work  had  arrived^  the 
eternal  Wifdom  iiTued  his  commands  to  chaos,  and  inftantly  the 
whole  mafs  was  agitated  by  a  fruûifying  and  unknown  motion. 
Its  parts,  which  had  before  been  fepaxated  by  an  implacable 
hatred,  haftened  to  unite,  and  to  embrace  and  enchain  each 
other.  Fire,  for  the  firft  time,  flione  in  the  midft  of  the  dark» 
nefs,  and  the  air  feparated  from  the  earth  and  water  y.  Thefc 
four  elements  were  d«îlined  to  form  the  compofition  of  all 
bodies  '. 

To  direô  their  motions,  God,  who  had  prepared  a  foul  f , 
compofed  in  part  of  the  divine  efience,  and  in  part  of  material 
fubftance,  clothed  it  with  the  earth,  the  fea,  and  the  grofs  air» 
beyond  which  he  extended  the  dcferts  of  the  heavens.  From 
this  intelligent  principle,  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  univerfe  \ 
ifiiie  as  it  were  rays  of  flame,  which  are  more  or  lefs  pure,  as 
they  are  more  or  lefs  diftant  from  the  centre  j  which  in&nuate 
themfelvcs  into  bodies  and  animate  their  parts  ;  and  which,  ar- 
rived at  the  boundaries  of  the  world,  difFufe  themfelv«s  overUts 
circumference,  and  form  all  around  it  a  crown  of  light  *=. 

Scarcely  had  the  univerfal  foul  been  plunged  into  this  ocean 
of  matter  which  conceals  it  from  our  view  ^,  when  it  tried  its 
ftrength,  and  feveral  times  Ihaking.and  rapidly  turning  on  itfelf 
the  mighty  whole,  it  drew  after  it  tlie  entire  univerfe  obedient 
to  its  eflbrts. 

If  this  foul  had  only  been  a  pure  portion  of  the  divine  fub- 
ftance, its  aâion,  ever  fimple  and  conftant,  would  have  imprefl. 


*  Tim.  de  Anim.  Mund.  ap.  PUt. 
t.iîi.  P;  94.  Plut  de  Plac*  Philof.  lib.  i. 
cap.  II.  t.  ii.  p.  88%.  Id.  de  Anim. 
Procr.  y.  10 14.  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  3.  §  69. 
Bruck.  Hift.  Philof.  t.  i.  p.  djS  et  691. 

•  Archytas,  before  Flato,  had  ad- 
mitted three  principles,  God,  matter, 
and  form  ^Arch.  ap.  Stob.  Eclog.  Ph)f. 
Kb.  I.  p.  8i). 

y  PUl.  in  Tim.  t.  iii.  p.  53. 


'-  Id.  ibid.  p.  32. 

t  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

*  Tim.  de  Anim.  iMund.  ap.  Plat.  r. 
iii.  "p.  95.  Plat,  in  Tica.  t.  iii.  p.  54- 

b  Id.  ibid.  Plat,  in  Tim.  t.;  liL 
p.  36. 

^  Mem.  dc  TAcad.  des  Bell.  Lett.  U 
x.\xii.  p.  19. 

^  Plat,  in  Tim.  p.  36. 
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fed  only  one  uniform  motion  on  the  whole  mafs  ;  but  as  matter 
made  a  part  of  its  eilênce,  that  occafioned  variety  in  the  progref- 
(ion  of  the  univerfe.  Thus»  while  one  general  impulfe,  pro- 
duced by  the  divine  part  of  the  univerfal  foul^  caufed  the  whole 
to  revolve  from  eaft  to  weft  in  the  fpace  of  t\^enty*fbur  hours» 
a  particular  impuUe,  produced  by  the  material  portion  of  that 
foul,  caufed  the  part  of  the  heavens  in  which  the  planets  float 
to  advance  from  eaft  to  weft,  according  to  certann  ratios  of  ve- 
locity •. 

To  conceive  the  caufe  of  thefe  two  contrary  motions,  we 
muft  obferve,  that  the  divine  part  of  the  univerfal  foul  is  ever 
in  (^pofition  to  the  material  part  ;  that  the  former  is  moft  a- 
bundandy  found  toward  the  extremities  of  the  world,  and  the 
latter  in  the  beds  of  air  which  furround  the  earth  ^  ;  and  that» 
in  fine,  when  motion  was  to  be  given  to  the  univerfe,  the  mate- 
rial part  of  the  foul,  unable  entirely  to  refift  the  general  direc- 
tion given  by  the  divine  part,  colleâed  the  remains  of  the  irre- 
gular motion  which  had  agitated  it  in  chaos,  and  communicated 
it  to  the  fpheres  which  furround  our  globe. 

The  univerfe  in  the  mean  time  was  full  of  life.  This  only 
fon,  this  begotten  God>,  had  received  a  fpherical  figure,  the  moifc 
perfeâ  of  all  forms  **,  and  was  fubjeâed  to  a  circular  motion, 
the  moft  fimple  of  all,  and  the  moft  fuitable  to  its  form  ^  The 
Stiprem^iBeing  furveyed  his  work  with  complacency  ^y  and  hav- 
ing compared  it  with  the  model  which  he  had  followed  in  his 
opetations,  faw  with  pleafure  that  the  principal  features  of  the 
original  were  faithfully  exprefied  in  the  copy. 

But  there  was  one  exalted  property  which  it  could  not  re- 
ceive ;  eternity,  the  eflential  attribute  of  the  intelleâual  world, 
of  which  the  vifible  was  not  fufceptible.  As  it  was  not  po(S- 
ble  that  thefe  worlds  fliouU  pofiefs  the  fame  perfeâions,  GqS 


^  Tim.  tp.  Plat,  t  iii.  p.  96.  Plat, 
ibid.  p.  38. 

f  Tim.  de  Anim.  Muod.  ap.  Plat.  t. 
iii.  p.  ^6. 

i  Id.  ibid,  p.  94.  .  Bruck.  Illft.  Fbil. 

Fvf.  Ill  © 


t.  r.  p.  705. 

h  Plat,  in  Tim.  t.  iii.  p.  33. 
i  Id.  ibid.  p.  34> 
k  Id.  ibid.  p.  37. 
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-willed  that  fliey  ihould  liave  fimllar.  He  created  time,  tluf 
•moveable  image  ^  of  immoveable  eternity  *  ;  time  which,  incef- 
•fently  bediming  and  ending  l!he  circle  of  day  and  night,  months 
:and  years,  fecms,  in  its  cotir&,  to  know  neither  beginning  nor 
«end,  and  to  meafure  the  duration  of  the  fimfiUe  world,  a&  eter- 
nity meafures  that  of  die  tutelleânal  ;  time,  in  fine,  which 
would  have  left  no  traces  of  its  prefence,  had  not  vifible  figns 
•been  appointçd  to  diftinguifh  its  ;fiigidure  parts,  and  to  regifter» 
if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  its  motions".  With  this  view  the  Sttpreme 
Seing  exdcindled  the  Sun  %  and  impelled  him  with  the  other 
planets  through  the  vail  foKtnde  of  the  air,  whence  that  lumi- 
-nary  inundates  heaven  with  his  fplendour,  fheds  his  light  on 
die  paths  of  the  planets,  and  fishes  the  limits  of  the  yeaK,  as  die 
JMoon  determines  thofe  of  the  months.  The  [^nets.  Mercury 
and  Venus,  borne  along  by  the  fphere  o\'Qr  which  he  prefides» 
continually  acoœnpany  htm  in  his  progrefs.  Mars,  Jupiter,  and 
-Saturn,  have  alfo  thdur  particular  periods  unknown  to  the  tol* 
garo. 

And  now  the  Author  of  all  things  thus  addrefled  die  genii 
to  whom  he  had  confided  the  government  of  the  ftars  p  :  ''Te 
gods,  who  owe  to. me  your  birth,  liften  to  my  fovereign  com- 
mands. You  have  not  a  title  to  immortaltty,  but  you  may  par- 
ticipate in  it  by  the  power  of  my  will,  more  |K}tent  than  the 
•  bonds  that  unite  die  parts  of  which  you  are  CDrnpofcil.  It  re- 
Ihains,  to  give  per&âion  to  this  grand  whole,  to  fill  wkh  inha- 
-bltants  the  feas,  the  earth,  and  the  air.  Were  thefis  .creatures 
to  receive  life  immediately  from  me,  they  would  he  exempt 
from  the  empire  of  death,  and  become  equal  to  the  gods  them- 
ielves.  I  therefore  commit  to  you  the  care  of  producing  them* 
Delegates  of  my  power,  unite  toperifliable  bodies  (he  germs  of 
immortality,  which  you  iball  receive  £rom  me.    Form  especially 


>  Tim.  de  Anûn.  Mund.  «p.  FUt.  t. 
iii.  p.  97.     Plftt.  in  Tim.  p.  37. 

*  RottlTeftu,  in  his  Ode  to  Prince 
Eugene,  has  borrovreii  thii  cJ^reflioii 
from  Plato. 


*"  Ptot.ibid.p.5S. 
"  Id.  ibid.  p.  39. 

^  TitD.  4e  AAia.  Muod.  ftp.  Pitt.  t. 
iiL  p.  96.    Plat,  in  Tim.  p.  59. 
P  Plat.  ibid.  p.  40  cl  4»* 
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lyings,  who  may  command  over  other  animals  ^d  be  fubjea 
to  .you.  X^t  them  receive  birth  at  your  con)mand|  live  and  inr 
creafe  by  your  benefa^ions  ;  and,  after  their  death»  let  them  be 
ynited  to  you»  and  (hare  in  your  happiucis." 

He  laic^and  immediately  pouring  into  the  cup»  in  which  he 
had  mixed  the  foul  of  the  world,  the  remains  which  he  had  re^ 
fenred  of  that  foul»  he  compofcd  the  fouls  of  individual  crea- 
tures 5  and  adding  to  thofe  of  men  a  portion  of  the  divine  ef- 
fence  ^,  he  annexed  to  them  irrevocable  deftinies. 

Then  .was  it  decreed»  ^at  mortals»  caps^ble  of  kno^ng  a^MJl 
temngftbc  Divinity,  fliould  be  born  ;  that  the  man  (hould  have 
pre-eminence  over  the  woman  ;  that  juflice  fhould  confift  i^ 
triumpliing  over  the  pajGons,  and  injuftice  in.yielding  to  them^ 
that  the  juft  after  death  fhall  pals  into  the  ftars»  and  there  en«- 
joy  an  unalterable  felicity }  and  that  the  uxijttfl  ihaU.be  changed 
.into -women»  or»  if  they  continue  unjuft,  tranfmigrate  into  .the 
.bodies  of  different  animals»  and  that  they  fh^ll  not  be  r^ftoired 
to  the  primitive  dignity  of  their  exiftcnce»  until  they  fliall  have 
become  obedient  unto  the  voice  of  reafon  ^ 

After  thefe  immutable  decrees»  the  Supreme  Being  dijSemv* 
.-natcfl  fouls  in  the  planets  ;  and»  having  comipanded  the  inSor 
•rior  gods  to  clothe  them  fucceiEvely  with  mortal  bodies»  to  pro- 
vide, for  dieii  wants»  and  to  govern  theo^»  he  again  entered  into 
.eternal  repofe.". 

Immediately  lecond  <:aufes  having  borrowed  from  matter  par- 
otides of  the  four  elements»  bound  them  with  invifible  bonds  *, 
and  coUeâed  around  the  fouls  the  different  parts  of  bodies  def- 
tined.to  ferve  them,  for  vehicles  tp  convty  them  from  place  to 
^place^. 

The  immortal  and  rational  foul  was  affigned  its  place  in  the 
.brain»  in  the  moft  elevated. part  of  the  body»  to  regulate  its  mo- 
tions'*   But  befides  this  divine  principle»  the  [inferior  gods 


*  Tim.  de'Aaim.  Mund.  ap.  Plat.  C. 
ill.  p.  99. 

K  Plat-  in  TiiB.  t.  iiir  p«  49. 
^  "  Id.  ibid. 


*  Id.  ibid.  t.  iii..p.  43. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  6ç, 

2  Tim.  de  Anii».  Mund.  ap.  Plat  t. 

iii.  p.  99  ct  100.     Plat,  in  Tina.  p.  6j- 
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formed  a  mortal  foul,  dcftitutc  of  reafon,  in  which  were  ta  re-* 
fide  pleafure  which  attraâs  evil»  and  pain  whidi  makes  good 
'difappear  ;  audacity  and  fear,  the  fources  of  Imprudent  aâions; 
anger  fo  difficult  to  calm,  hope  which  fa  eafily  feduces,  and  all 
the  violent  paflions  which  are  die  neceflar  j  adjunéts  of  our  na- 
ture. This  foul  occupies  in  the  human  body  two  regions,  fe- 
parated  by  an  imermediate  partition.  The  irafcible  part,  en- 
dowed with  ftrengtii  and  courage,  was  placed  m  die  bxeaft^ 
where,  fitUated  more  near  to  the  immortal  foul,  it  may  more 
diftinâly  hear  the  voice  of  reafon,  and  where  befides  all  things 
concur  to  moderate  its  frantic  tranfports  ;  the  air  which  we  re- 
spire, the  liquids  with  which  we  afRiage  our  thhrft^  afid  even  the 
veflels  wUch,  di(h*ibute  the  fluids  through  all  the  parts  of  the 
body*  In  £a£k,  it  is  by  their  means  that  reafon,  informed  of 
the  efforts  of  anger  as  they  take  birth,  awakens  all  the  fenfcs  by 
Tier  menaces  and  her  cries,  and  forbids  them  to  join  in  the  cul- 
pable excefTes  oÎF  the  heart,  which,  in  defpite  of  itfelf,  k  retains 
in  obedience  *. 

Still  farther,  and  m  the  region  of  the  ftomach,  was  enchained 
that  other  part  of  the  mortal  foul,  which  is  only  occupied  by  the 
^ofs  neceffities  of  life  j  a  greedy  and  ferocious  animal,  thai  was 
placed  at  2t  dtflance  from  the  part  in  which  the  mimortal  fo«l 
refides,  that  it  might  not  difturb  its  operation»  by  its  ckmours 
and  its  bowlings.  The  immortal  part  has  neverthdefs  contr- 
nually  preferved  its  fuperiority  m'er  it,  and,  unable  to  gOvem  it 
by  reafon,  has  fubjugated  it  by  fear.  As  it  is  placed  near  the 
liver,  the  rational'  and  eternal  foul  paints  in  this  (hining  and 
poliflied  vifcus  the  objefts  moft  proper  to  terrify  it\  It  then 
views,  in  tliis  mirror  only,  frightful  and  menacing  wrinkles» 
and  dreadful  fpe£tres,  which  fill  it  with  inquietude  and  difguft. 
At  odier  times,  to  thefe  gloomy  prolpeâs  fuccced  more  pleaf- 
ing  and  lively  images  ;  peace  reigns  arouhd  it,  and  then  is  it 
that,  during  flcep,  it  forefees  remote  events.  For  the  inferior 
gods,  commanded  to  endow  us  with  all  the  perfeâions  of 

*  Plat«-ifl  Tin.  t.  iii.  p.  70.  1     b  Id.  ibid.  p.  ^^% 
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Vkichweare  fufceptible)  have  ordainedi  that  this  blind  and 
grofs  portion  of  our  foul  fhould  be  enlightened  by  a  ray  of 
truth.  This  privilege  cannot  be  beftowed  on  the  immortal  foul, 
iinoe  futurity  is  never  unveiled  to  reafon»  and  only  manifefied 
in  fleep,  during  ficknefs^  or  in  the  ^anfports  of  enthufiafm  <^. 

The  qualities  of  matter»  the  phenomena  of  nature,  the  wifT 
dom  which  efpecially  ihines  oonfpicuous  in  the  difpofition  and 
ufes  of  the  parts  of  the  human  body,  and  various  other  objeâs 
worthy  of  the  greateft  attention,  would  lead  jne  too  far  j  I 
therefore  return  to  what  I  at  firft  propofed.     * 

God  could  create,  and  has  created,  only  the  beft  of  pofEble 
worlds  ^,  becaufe  he  worked  on  a  rude  and  diforderly  matterj 
which  inceflantly  oppofed  his  will  with  the  moft  ftubbom  re- 
fiftance.  This  oppoGtion  ftill  fubiifts  ^  $  and  hence  tempeils, 
earthquakes,  and  all  the  revolutions  which  take  place  on  our 
globe.  The  inferior  gods,  when  they  formed  us,  were  obliged 
to  employ  the  lame  means  as  the  Supreme  Divinity  ^^  and  hence 
the  maladies  of  the  body,  and  thofe,  ûill  more  dangerousi  of  the- 
tûuL  AU  which  is  good  in  the  univerfein  general,  and  in  man 
in  particular,  proceeds  from  the  Supreme  God  ;  and  all  that  is. 
<IefcéHve  in  them  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  vicioufnefs  inherent 
in  matter  K 


C!HAP.   LX. 

Retnarlabk  Events  in  Greece  and  Sicily  (from  the  year'^Sl  *^  ^^^ 
year  354  before  Chrift).  Expedition  of  Di^n.  Prof  edition  of 
the  'Generals  Timotheus  and  Iphicrates*  Beginning  of  the  Sa- 
credWar.  / 

\  HAVE  faid  above  "*  that  DIon,bani(hed  from  Syracufe  by  king 
Dionyfius  Jiis  nephew,  had  at  length  refolved  to  deliver  his 


<  ld.ibia. 

4  I<t  ibid.  p.  30  et  5^.  Seoec.  Epift. 

(  Id.  in  Thcst.  1. 1.  p.  |;6. 


f  Id.  in  Tim.  t..iiL  p.  44. 
S  Id.  ibid.  p.  47.  et  ia  Politic*  t.  iir' 
p.  «73- 

•  See  Chip.  XXXIIT. 
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couiltfy  from  the  yoke  nndtt  whîcïr  it  groaned.  ï^czviitg  A» 
thens,  he  dcpirred  for  the  ifland  of  Zacynth\i$,  the  rendezvotw 
of  the  troops  which  he  had  for  fome  time  atfembled. 

He  there  found  thrtc  thoufend  men,  the  greater  part  faifed 
in  Peloponncfus,  all  of  tried  valout,  and  rcgardlcfs  of  danger  * 
They  were  yet  ign'ofant  of  their  deftination;  but  when  they 
learned,  that  they  ^crfc  to  attack  a  fovercign,  defended  by  a 
htmdred  tftoufand  infantry,  ten  tht)trfand  cavalry,  four  hundred 
gsiUeys,  numerous  fortreffes,  immenfe  riches,  and  formidable  al- 
liances *,  they  only  beheld  in  the  projtftcd  enterprife  the  dcf- 
jJair  of  a  profcribed  exile,  who  wis  raftily  eager  to  fecrificc  cve- 
ty  thing  to  his  reVengc.  Dion,  oH  the  other  fide,  reprefiaiccd 
to  them,  that  they  were  not  to'  march  againft  the  mtlft  power- 
ful empire  in  Europe,  but  the  mofl  contemptible  and  feeble  of 
ittohârchs  ^.  **  I  am  not,'*  aidded  he,  "  in  want  of  foidiers  j 
thofc  of  Bionyfius  will  foon  be  at  my  cemmaml  :  I  have  only 
feleâed  Iciaders,  who  may  give  them  examples  of  coui*agc  and 
ïeilbns  of  difcipHAe  *.  I  am  fo  certain  of  the  fuccefs  of  our  en- 
rerprife,  and  the  glwy  which  muft  redound  to  us  from  h,  that 
Were  I  to  pcrifli  in  the  moment  of  our  arrival  at  Sicily,  I  fcould 
ftill  eftecm  myfetf  happy  m  having  conduced  you  thither».'* 

This  harangue  had  infufed  new  courage  into  his  foldiers, 
^ben  an  cdipfe  of  the  moon  revived  all  their  former  fears  *  ; 
but  thefe  were  again  diflipated  by  the  firmnefs  of  Dion,  and 
the  anfwer  of  the  augur  of  the  army,-  who,  when  queftioned 
concerning  the  omen,  anfwered  that  the  power  of  the  king  of 
Syracufe  Was  On  the  point  of  being  eciipfed  **•  The  foldiers 
immediately  embarked,  to  the  number  of  eight  hundred  %  and 
the  remainder  of  the  troops  were  to  follow,  under  the  command 
.  of  Heraclides.    Dion  had  only  two  (hips  of  burden,  and  two 


Arift. 
Diod. 


*  Phit.  Epfft.  7.  t.  iti.  p.  333. 
de  Rhetor,  cap.  j|.  t.  U.  p.  6^3. 
Sic.  lib.  16,  p.  42Ô, 

'  i  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  I6.  p.  413.  ^lian. 
Vir.  Hift.  lib.  6.  cap.  ta.  Nep.  in 
pion.  cap.  5. 

^  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5.  cap.  it.  t. 


I  ttut.  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  9^7, 

^  Ariftot.  ibid.  p.  405. 

*  This  ecHpfe  happened  on  the  pth 
of  Auguft  of  the  year  before  Chrift  357^ 
See  note  mt  the  end  of  the  volome. 

**  Plut,  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  9 63. 

^  Id.  ibidi  p.  $61. 
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fighter  ^eSèUy  all  abnndandy  proorided  witltarritSi^  wadike  ftoBe% 
and  provifions  ^. 

This  fjnall  fleets  which  a  triaient  tempeft  drore  toward  the 
coaft  af  Africa,  and  on  rocks  where  it  was  in  danger  of  being 
wrecked,  at  length  àrrÎTed  at  tlw  port  of  AËnoa,  in  thefiDUtfaem 
part  of  Sicily.  This  was  a*  finrtrefs  appcrtaitdng  to  dte  Cartbac 
ginkuis.  The  governor,  from  frkndfhip  to  Dion^  or  perhaps  to 
foment  difturbanccs  beneficial  to  the  intereft  of  Carthage,  £upr 
plied  the  troops,  fatigued  by  a  perilous  andrdifficult  voyage,  with 
every  neçei&ry.  Dion  wiihed  to  allow  them  ft>me  time  to  reft  i 
but  they,  having  learned  that  Dionyfins  had  à  fiew  days  before 
embarked  for  Italy,  prefied  their  general  to  lead  thiem  with  aM 
pofible  expedition  to  Syracuie  \ 

In  the  mean  time  the  report  of  the  arriva!  of  Dion,  fpreading 
with  rapidity,  filled  the  whole  country  with  hope  and  fear;  Al- 
ready the  inhabitants  of  Agrigentum,  Gela,  and  Camanoa^  had 
come  over  to  himt  ^uid  diofe  of  Syracufe  and  the  ncighbouting 
country  reforted  to  his  amty  in  crowds.  To  five  thouiand  of 
thefe  he  «fiftributed  the  arms  which  he  had  bcought  firom  Pelo- 
ponnefus^  The  principal  inhabitants  of  the  capital,  habited 
in  white  robes,  received  him  at  the  gates  of  the  city  %  which  he 
entered  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  who  maipched  in  filence,.  fol- 
lowed by  fifty  thottfand  perfons,  who  made  the  air  ris^  with 
their  ihouts^  At  the  fon»d  of  the  trumpet  the  clamour 
eeafed,  and  the  herald  who  preceded  him  declared  Syracufe 
free^  and  tyranny  deftroyed*  At  diefe  words  tors  of  grateful 
emotion  ftreamed  from  every  eye,  and  nothing  was  heard  but  a 
confufed  mixture  of  loud  fluxita  and  vows  adcbrefled  to  Heavcn* 
The  incc^fe  of  facrifice  fmoked  ia  the  temples  and  the  ftreets, 
gnd  the  peopfe,  m  the  eiccefs  of  their  joy  and  gratitude,  profbrat-* 
^  tbemfelves  at  the  feet  of  Dion,  invoking  him  a&a  beneficent 
divinity,  and  thnswing  flowers  over  htnu  A  moment  after 
»■-■  ■       ""  ■  ■—■■-■   -..11. 1  I—   .III       I  . ,.     ■■■ ^ 

P  H.  ibîcî.  Ik  9^;  I      »  Plut,  m  Dion.  t.  i  p.  970W 

^  I  J.  ibU.  p.  9^9.  -  I      (  Dion.  Sic.  ibiiU»  41c 

«^DijJ.  Sk.lib.  itf,p.4i4.  •[ 
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tfaqr  fell  fiirioufly  on  the  odious  raco  of  fjaes  and  iaforoicci 
with  which  the  city  fwarmed,  and  maflacred  them  without 
jnercy  ;  and  thefe  fcenes  of  horror  inorèafed  the  general  joy  •. 

Dion  continued  his  auguft  march  through  the  midft  of  tables 
fpread  on  each  fide  of  the  ftreet.  When  he  came  to  the  forum 
he  (topped,  and,  from  an  elevated  place,  addrefled  the  people^ 
to  whom  he  again  offered  liberty,  exhprting  them  to  defend  it 
with  fortitude,  and  conjuring  them  to  place  at  the  head  of 
the  republic  only  fuch  men  as  ihould  be  able  to  condoa  it 
in  circumftances  fo  critical.  The  people  nominated  himfelf 
and  his  brother  Megacles  ;  but  however  iiluftrious  and  honour- 
able they  efteemed  the  power  with  which  they  were  to  be  in<- 
vefted,  they  ref  ufed  to  accept  it  but  on  condition  that  twenty  of 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  Syracufe,  the  greater  patt  of  whom 
hod  been  prefcribed  by  Dionyfius,  fliould  be  afligned  them  as 
aflbciates. 

Some  da^s  after,  Dionyfius,  informed  too-  late  of  the  arrival 
of  Dion  ",  returned  by  fea  to  Syracufe,  and  entered  the  citadel, 
which  was  held  blocked  up  by  a  wall  that  had  been  built  round  - 
it.  He  immediately  fent  deputies  to  Dion  *,  who  direâed  tbetfi 
to  addrefç  themfelves  to  the  people..  When  admitted  to  the 
general  aâèmbly,  t;hey  endeavoured  to  gain  its  favour  by  the 
moft  flattering  offers  ;  fuch  as  a  dimiiYUtion  of  the  taxes,  and  an 
exemption  from  military  fervice  in  all  wars  undertaken  without 
tile  confent  of  the  aifembly.  Dionyfius  promiied  every  tiling, 
but  the  people  required  that  the  abolition  of  tyranny  iliould  be 
the  firfl:  condition  of  the  treaty. 

The  king,  who  meditated  an  aâ  of  perfidy,  protraâed  the 
négociation,^  and  cajufed  a  report  to  be  circulated  that  he  con- 
fented  to  refign  his  authority  y.  At  the  fame  time  he  iènt  for 
the  deputies  from  the  people,  and  having  detained  them  during 
the  whole  night,  commanded  a  fally  at  the  break  bf  day.    The 

t  Plut.  in  pdoD.  t.  i.  p.  970.  |      ^  Id.  ibid.    Diod.   Sic'  lib.   16.  p. 

"  Id.  ibi<^.  p.  969.     Diod.  lib.  xtf.  p.  I  415.     Polyaen.   Stratfp.  lib.  i.  cap.  2. 

415.,..^  'Is?.  '       • 

-  ^  Id.  ibuL  p.  p7i« 
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barbarians,  who  compofed  the  garrifon,  attacked  the  wall  which 
fhut  in  the  citadel»  demoiiihed  a  part  of  it,  and  repulfcd  the 
troops  of  Syracufe,  who,  believing  that  an  accommodation  would 
fpeedily  be  concluded,  had  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  furprifed. 

Dion,  convinced  that  the  fate  of  his  country  depended  on  the 
event  of  this  day,  faw  no  other  refource  to  encourage  the  inti- 
midated troops  than  to  carry  valour  to  temerity.  He  caUsthem 
JO  rufh  into  the  midft  of  their  enemies,  not  with  his  voice,  which 
it  is  no  longer,  pofiible  they  fliould  hear,  but  by  his  example, 
which  fills  them  with  aftonifiiment,  and  which  they  hefitate 
,to  follow.  He  fingly  makes  his  way  throu^  the  viâorious 
enemy,  numbers  pf  whom  fall  beneadi  his  fword,  but  at  length 
is  wounded,  ftpick  down,  and  carried  off  by  fome  Syracufa^ 
ibldiers,  whofe  returning  courage  infpires  him  with  new  ftrengtfa. 
He  immediately  mounts  his  horfe,  colleâs  the  fugitives,  and, 
with  his  hand  that  had  been  pierced  by  a  lance,  fliows  them  the 
fatal  field  in  which  it  muft  quickly  be  decided  whether  they 
Ihall  pafs  the  remainder  of  their  days  in  liberty  or  bondage.  A 
moment  after  he  flies  to  the  camp  of  the  Feloponnefian  troops, 
and  brings  them  up  to  the  combat.  The  barbarians,  exhaufted 
with  fatigue,  only  made  a  feeble  refiftance,  and  fled  to'conceal 
dieir  fhame  in  the  citadel*  The  Syracufans  diftributed  a  hun« 
dred  mins  *  to  each  of  the  foreign  foldiers,  who  unanimoufly 
decreed  a  crown  of  gold  to  their  general  ^.  , 

Dionyfius  then  perceived  that  it  would  be  impo(£ble  for  him 
to  triumph  over  his  enemies,  unlefs  he  could  difunite  thefti,  and 
refolved  to  employ  the  fame  artifices  to  render  Dion  fufpeâed 
to  the  people,  which  he  had  formerly  made  ufe  of  to  render  him 
odious  to  them.  Hence  thofe  whilpered  rumours  which,  he 
caufed  to  be  fpread  through  Syracufe,  thofe  intrigues  and  fuf- 
picions  with  which  he  difturbed  the  peace  of  families,  thofe 
infidious  négociations,  and  that  fatal  correfpondence  which  he 
maintained  both  with  Dion  and  the  people.  All  his  letters 
were  communicated  to  the.gcneral  aflembly.    One  day  one  was 

f  5CO0  livres  (375!.)  *  Id.  ibid.  p.  pyi. 
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founi  with  this  addrefs.  To  my  Fatter,  The  Syracufans,  who 
believed  it  to  be  from  Htpparinus,  Dioft'é  fon,  did  not  ofier  to 
look  into  it,  but  Dion  opened  it  himfelf.  Dionyfius  had  fore- 
feen  that,  fliould  he  rcfufe  to  read  it  publicly,  it  wouM  excite 
fufpîcion  ;  and  that  if  he  read  it,  it  nrtuft  infpire  feirs.  It  was 
in  the  hand-writing  of  the  king,  who  had  exprcflei  himfelf  in 
the  mod  artful  manner,  and  infifted  much  on  the  reafons 
which  ought  to  induce  Dion  to  dcfert  the  interefts  of  the  people. 
His  wife,  his  fon,  and  his  fifter,  were  ffiut  ttp  in  the  citadel,  and 
on  thefe  Dionyfius  might  take  cruel  vengeance.  Thefe  indircfit 
ihenaces  were  fucceeded  by  complaints  and  entreaties  equally 
capable  of  moving  a  mind  of  fenfibility  and  gcnerofity.  But  the 
moft  virulent  poifon  was  concealed  in  the  following  words: 
**  Recollcél  the  zeal  with  which  formerly,  while  you  were  with 
me,  you  fupportcd  tyranny.  Far  from  reftoring  liberty  to  men 
who  muft  hate  you,  bccaufe  they  remember  the  evils  of  which 
you  have  been  the  author  and  the  inftrumcnt,  keep  in  your  own 
hands  the  power  which  they  have  confided  to  you,  and  which 
alone  can  enfure  your  fecurity,  and  that  of  your  family  and 
your  friends  *.** 

Dionyfius  could  not  liave  derived  more  advantage  from  the 
gaining  of  a  battle  than  he  did  from  this  letter.  Dion  appear- 
ed to  the  people  as  under  the  moft  unavoidable  necefihy  to 
keep  meafures  with,  or  to  reftore  the  tyrant.  From  that  mo^ 
ment  he  might  have  forefeen  the  lofe  of  his  influence  ;  for  when 
pncc  confidence  is  injured  it  is  foon  deftroyed. 

In  the  mean  time  arrived,  under  the  conduû:  of  Heraclides, 
the  fécond  divifion  of  the  troops  from  Pcloponnefus.  Heracli- 
des,  who  enjoyed  great  credit  at  Syracufe^,  feemed  only  def- 
tined  to  increafe  the  troubles  of  a  ftate.  His  ambition  formed 
projets  which  his  ficklcnefs  never  permitted  him  to  carry  into 
execution.  He  betrayed  all  parties,  without  effcôing  the  tri- 
limph  of  that  which  he  efpoufed,  and  was  only  fuccefsful  in 


■  M.  ibid.  p.  P72.  Pblyjpo.  lib.  5.  cap.  {      ^  Piod.  Sic.  lib.  i5.  p,  41^. 
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fflultiptylng  intrigues  ûfelcfs  to  hîs  dcfigns.  XJnékt  the  tmhta 
he  had  filled  with  diftindbion  the  lirft  o&Cts  m  the  atmy.  He 
had  afterwards  joined,  defetted,  and  again:  returnee  toDioil-. 
He  pofleilèd  neither  the  virtues  nor  the  abilities  of  that  great 
man,  but  he  furpaflèd  him  in  the  arts  of  pleaiirig  and  gaining; 
friends  *^.  Dion  rcpuifed  thofe  who  approached  him  by  ^  cold 
reception,  and  t!he  fevcrity  of  his  manners  and  his  mind.  His 
friends  to  no  pufpofe  exhorted  him  to  become  more  affeblc  and 
acceffible^  and  f^lato  in  vain  told  him  in  his  letters,  that  to  be 
ufeftd  to  men  It  was  rtfcccflary  to  begin  by  being  agreeable  lo 
them  **.  Heraclidcs,  more  eafy  and  indulgent^  becaufe  nothing 
wîas  facrcd  in  his  eftcem,  corrupted  the  ctntofs  by  his  prefents, 
and  the  multitude  by  his  flatteries.  The  people  had  drcady 
refoWed  to  throw  themfelves  into  his  afrms,  and  at  the  firft 
iftceting  of  the  affembly  the  command  of  the  fleet  was  confer- 
red upon  him.  Dion,  artîving  in  the  moment,  reprcfented 
that  the  new  offiee  was  a  difmemberment  of  his  own  authority, 
obtained  the  revocation  of  the  decree,  and  afterwards  catrfed  it 
to  be  confirmed  in  a  more  regular  afTembly,  which  he  was 
careful  to  convoke.  He  was  befides  defirous  to  add  feveral 
new  prerogatives  to  the  office  of  his  rival,  and  contented  him- 
felf  with  making  remonftrances  to  him  in  private  *. 

Heraclides  afièâed  to  appear  fenfible  of  this  generous  proce- 
dure. Affiduous,  and  even  crouching  to  Dion,  he  obicrvcd, 
anticipated,  and  executed  his  commands,  apparently  with  all 
the  eagcmcfs  of  gratitude,  while  by  fecret  intrigues  he  created 
invincible  obftacles  to  his  defigns.  If  Dion  propofed  an  ac* 
commodatioft  with  Dionyfius,  fufpicions  were  fpread  that  he 
fecretly  maintained  a  good  underftanding  with  the  tyrant  ;  and 
if  he  made  no  fuch  propofal,  it  was  faid  that  he  wilhed  to  con- 
tinue the  war  as  long  as  poflible  to  perpettute  his  own  autho- 
rity ^ 

Thefe  abfurd  accufations  were  urged  with  ftill  more  force- 
after  the  fleet  of  the  Syracufans  had  defeated  that  of  the  king, 

^  Plot,  in  Dion.  t.  i  p.  972.  i     ^  Plat,  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  p^z. 
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commandod  bf  PfasUftus  *•  The  galley  o£  that  genera^  havkig 
been  driven  on  ibore,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  an  irritated  populace,  who  before  they  put  him  to 
death,  treated  him  with  the  utmoft  barbarity^  and  dragged  him 
ignomiaioufly  through  the  (Ireets^.  Dionyfius  himfeif,  had 
fae  been  taken^  would  have  undergone  the  fame  fate  He  there- 
fore,  feeing  ^he  had  no  longer  any  rçfource,  gaipe  up  the  citadel 
to  his  fon  Apollocratest  and  found  means  to  efcape  into  Italy 
with  his  wives  and  treafures.  Heraclides  who>  in  quality  of 
admiral»  fiiould  have  prevented  his  flight,  feeing  the  inhabitants 
of  Syracufe  enraged  s^gainft  him,  had  the  addrefs  to  turn  the 
ftorm  on  Dion,  by  fuddenly  propoiing  a  divifion  of  the  lands  ^ 

This  propofition,  the  efeernal  fource  of  dl&nfions  in  many  re- 
publican ftates,'  was  received  with  avidity  by  the  multitude, 
who  no  longer  circumfcribed  their  claims  by  any  bounds* 
The  oppofition  of  Dion  occafioned  a  revolt^  and  in  an  inllant 
obliterated  the  memory  of  his  fervicès.  It  was  determined  that 
they  ihould  inimediately  proceed  to  a  divifion  of  the  lands, 
that  the  Peloponnefian  troops  (hould  be  difmifled,  and  that  the 
adminiitration  of  affairs  ihould  be  confided  to  twenty-five  new 
niagiftrates,  of  whom  Heraclides  ûiould  be  one  K 

Notliing  was  now  thought  of  but  to  depofe  and  ccMidemn 
Plon.  As  the  adverfe  party,  however,  greatly  feared  the  fo- 
reign trqops  he  had  with  him,  attempts  were  made  to  feducc 
them  by  the  moft  fplcndiil  oiFersj  but  thofe  brave  warriors, 
who  had  been  treated  with  infult,  by  being  deprived  of  their 
pay,  and  ftill  more  by  bein^  thus  fuppofed  capable  of  treachery, 
pbced  their  general  in  thé  midft  of  them,  and  paiTcd  through 
the  city,  purfued  and  prefled  by  all  the  people,  to  whofe  out- 
i:ages  they  only  anfwered  by  reproaches  for  their  ingratitude 
and  their  perfidy,  while  Dion,  to  pacify  them,  had  recourfe  to 
entreaties  and  every  mark  of  tendernefs  and  afil-ûion.  Thç 
Syracufans,  afliamed  that  they  had  fufFered  him  to  efcape,  fent 


Under  tie  tch^nfliip  of  Elpîncs,  |      S  Jj.  jbirî.  p.  974.    Diod.  ibid, 
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after  hîm,  to  harafe  his  retreat,  troops  vrho  took  to  flight  the 
moment  he  gave  the  fignal  to  attack  them. 

He  retired  to  the  territories  of  the  Leontines  ^,  who  not  only 
confidered  it  as  an  honour  done  to  themfelves  to  admit  him 
and  liis  brave  companions  into  the  number  of  tlicir  fellow  citi- 
s^ens,  but  by  a  noble  generofity  refohred  to  procure  him  a  fignal 
fatisfaâion.  After  having  fcnt  ambaflTadors  to  Syracufe,  to 
comphin  of  the  injufticc  with  which  the  deliverers  of  Sicily 
had  been  treated,  and  received  deputies  from  that  city,  appoint- 
ed to  accufe  Dion,  they  convoked  their  allies,  the  caufc  was 
difcufled  in  the  afiembly,  and  the  conduft  of  the  Syracufans 
unanimoufly  condemned. 

Far  from  acknowledging  the  "juftice  of  this  fentence,  the 
people  of  Syracufe  congratulated  themfelves  on  having  at  once 
ftiaken  ofF  the  yoke  of  '  two  tyrants,  by  whom  they  had  fucceC- 
fivclybecn  oppreflcd  ;  and  their  joy  was  ftill  more  increafed 
by  fome  advantages  gained  over  the  ïhips  of  Dionyfius,  which 
came  to  bring  a  fupply  of  provifions'  for  the  citadel,  and  to 
throw  into  it  fome  troops,  ccxnmanded  by  Nypfius  of  Neapo- 
lis  K 

That  able  general,  however,  believed  that  the  time  to  fubdue 
the  rebels  was  at  length  arrived.     Encouraged  by  their  late 
trivial  fuccefs,  the  infolence  of  the  Syracufans  no  longer  fub- 
mltted  to  any  reftraint,  but  had  broken  every  bond  of  fubordi- 
nation  and  decency.     Their  days  were  paflTed  in  '  the  excefles 
of  the  table,  and  their  leaders  fuiFered  themfelves  to  be  hurried 
away  by  a  licentioufnefs  they  coul4  no  longer  check.     Nypfius 
fallied  from  the  citadel,  threw  down  the  wall  by  which  it  had 
been  a  fécond  time  furrounded,  made  himfelf  maftcr  of  one 
quarter  of  the  city,  and  gave  it  up  to  pillage.    The  troops  of 
Syracufe  were  repulfed,  the  inhabitants  maflacred,  and  their 
wives  and  children  laden  with  chains,  and  led  prifoilers  to  the 
citadel.     The  aflembly  immediately  met,  and  deliberated  in  tu- 
mult.   Terror  had  frozen  every  mind,  and  defpair  no  longer 

k  H.  ibid.  Diod.  S:c  lib.  i5.  p.  4^.  |      »  Id.  ibi<J.  p.  575.    I4.  ibid. 
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fwm^  any  refource.  At  this  moment  fome  voices  were  heard 
which  propofed  the  recal  of  Dion  and  his  aroij*  The  people 
iipomediatelj  demanded  him  with  loud  exclamations  :  '*  Let  him 
pomci''  Ëiid  they;  ^V^cnay  the  gods  reftore  )iim  to  tis,  that  he 
xpay  once  more  in(jpire  us  with  new  courage  ^" 

The  deputies  appointed  to  make  known  to  Dion  the  wiffies 
pf  the.pieople  were  fo  e^^peditious,  that  they  arrived  on  the -fame 
day  in  the  terxi|x>ries  of  the  Leontincs.  They  fell  at  the  feet  of 
X)iony  bathed  in  tears,  and  moved  his  comp^iTion  by  a  (ively  de- 
4i;:iiption  pf  the  calamities  which  his  country  fuffered.  A^en 
^troduced  to  the  aflemblyof  the  Leontines,  the  two  principal 
ambaâadoTS  conjured  the  people  to  fave  a, city  but  too  deferving 
both  of  their  liatred  and  their  pity. 

When  they  had  ended,  a. mournful  fiknce  reigned  in  the  a£- 
Jembly.  Dion  attempted  to  fpeak,  but  tears  interrupted  his 
words.  At  length,  encouraged  by  his  troops,  who  participated 
in  his  grief,  he  thus  addrefibd  them:  <*  Warriors  of  Pelopon* 
.nefus,  and  you  faithful  allies^  it  is  for  you  to  deliberate  on  what 
jçgpsds  yourfclf ,;  -I,  for  my  part,  have  not  the  liberty  of  choice. 
Immediate  deftruâion  menaces  Syracufe,  and  it  is  my  duty  to 
.fave, her,  or  bury  myfelf  beneatli  her  ruins.  I  place  myfelf 
.amoi^g  the  number  of  her  deputies  ;  and  I  add,  we  have  been 
the  moft  imprudent,  and>we  now  are  the  moft  imfortunate  of 
men.  If  you  are  moved  at  our  remorfe,  haften  to  fuccour  a 
city  which  you  have  once  faved  :  if  you  can  only  fix  your  at- 
tention on  our  injuflice,  may  the  gods  at  Icaft  recompence  the 
zeal  and  fidelity  of  which  you  have  given  me  fuch  aflèâing 
proofs  !  and  never  may  you  forget  that  Dion,  who  forfook  not 
you  when  his  country  was  in  fault,  and  never  will  abandcm  his 
country  when  ihe  is  unfortunate." 

He  was  about  to  coatiriue,  but  all  the  foldiers,  with  the  livc- 
lieft  emotion,  exclaimed  wiih  one  voice  :  "Place  yourfclf  at  our 
head,  and  let  us  fly  to  dcUver  Syracufe."  The  ambafiadors» 
overcome  with  joy  and  gratitude,  threw  themfdves  on  their 

"  Id.  ibid.    Id.  ibid.  p.  4^32» 
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necks,  and  invoked  a  thoufand  bldEoga  on  Dion,  who  only  gave 
his  troops  time  to  take  a  flight  repaft  ". 

Scarcely  had  he  begun  his  march,  when  he  was  met  by  other 
deputies,  fome  of  whom  preflbd  him  to  haften,  and  others  to 
defer  his  return.  The  former  fpoke  in  the  name  of  the  wifeflk 
and  belt  part  of  the  citizens  ;  the  latter  were  the  agents  of  th^ 
oppofite  faâion.  The  enemy  having  retired,  the  orators  had 
again  ;(ppeared,  and  (owed  diâenûon  in  the  minds  of  the  people^ 
a  part  of  whom,  induced  by  their  damours,  had  lefolved  to 
owe  dieir  liberty  only  to  themfelves,  and  to  feize  on  the  gates 
of  die  city,  to  exclude  all  foreign  fuccour  ;  while,  on  the  other 
fide,  the  more  fenCble  citizens,  terrified  at  fuch  ioohjii  yr&- 
fumption,  ufed  all  their  efforts  to  confirm  the  recal  of  the 
Pclojpponelian  foldiers  ^.  Dion  did  not  think  it  proper  cjltber  to 
fuipend  or  haften'  his  march.  He  advanced  ilowly  towards 
Syraaife,  and  was  only  at  the  diftance  of  fixty  (tadia  *,  when 
couriers  fuccelBvely  arrived  from  all  parties  and  all  ranks  of  the 
citizens,  even  Heraclides  himfelf,  iiis  moil  implacable  enemy. 
The.hefieged  had  made  a  new  fally,  and  while  fome  completed 
tlie  deflruûion  of  the  wall  of  circumvalbtion,  others,  like  rag- 
ing tiigers,  attacked  the  inhabitants,  without  difliuâion  of  age 
orfes;  while  others,  to  form  an  impenetrable  barrier. againft 
the  foreign  troops,  threw  firebrands  and  flaming  darts  oo  the 
houfes  contiguous  to  the  citadel  ^. 

At  this  news  Dion  haflened  to  the  city  with  all  pofllible 
fpeed.  Already  he  perceived  the  flames  and  clouds  of  fmoke 
which  rofc  in  the  air,  and  heard  the  infolent  ihouts  of  the  vic- 
tors, and  the  lamentable  cries  of  the  inhabitants.  He  arrived, 
the  people  fell  at  his  feet,  and  the  enemy,  in  aHonifhment, 
drew  up  in  order  of  battle,  at  the  foot  of  the  citadel  *>.  They 
choie  this  poft  that  they  might  be  defended  by  the  almoft  inac- 
ccilifale- ruins  of  the  wall  they  had  dedroyed,  and  ilill  more  by 
that  terrible  rampart  of  fire  which  their  fury  had  enkindled. 

]  ■  "  ■  I  11  1——      I      M  ■         ■■■ 
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While  the  Syracufans  laviflied  on  their  general  the  fame  ac- 
clamations, and  the  fame  titles  of  Saviour  and  God,  with  which 
they  had  received  him  on  his  firfl  triumphi  his  troops  divided 
into  columns»  and,  animated  by  his  example,  advanced  in  good 
order  through  the  burning  aihes,  the  flaming  timbers,  and  the 
blood  and  dead  bodies  with  which  the  fquares  and  ftrects  were 
filled  ',  and  through  the  dreadful  darknefs  of  a  thick  ûnoke,  by 
the  ftiU  more  dreadful  light  of  devouring  fires,  and  amid  the 
ruins  of  houfes  which  fell  with  a  fearful  crafh  on  every  fide  of 
them.  When  arrived  at  die  laft  intrenchmcnt,  they  pafled  it 
with  the  fame  courage,  notwithftanding  the  obftinate  and  fero- 
cious rcfiftancc  of  the  foidiers  of  Nypfius,  who  were  cut  in 
pieces,  or  obliged  to  fhut  themfelves  up  in  the  citadel. 

On  the  day  following,  the  inhabitants,  after  having  ftopt  tlie 
progrefs  of  the  conflagration,  found  themfelves  in  profound 
tranquillity.  The  orators,  and  other  heads  of  die  faâions,  had 
fled  from  the  city  into  voluntary  banifliment,  except  Heradidcs 
and  Theodotus,  his  uncle,  who  were  too  well  acquainted  with 
Dion  not  to  know  that  his  anger  would  eafily  be  difarmed  by  a 
confeflion  of  their  fault.  The  friends  of  the  latter  virarmly  re- 
prefented  to  him  that  he  would  ■never  be  able  to  root  out  the 
fpirit  of  fedition,  a  ftill  worfe  evil  than  tyranny,  from  the  ftate, 
if  he  refufed  to  give  up  tliefe  two  criminals  to  the  foidiers,  who 
loudly  demanded  their  punifhment  :  but  Dion  mildly  replied, 
^*  Other  generals*  pafs  their  lives  in  martial  labours  to  obtain 
fuccefs,  which  they  frequently  owe  only  to  chance.  Educated 
in  the  fchool  of  Plato,  I  have  learned  to  triumph  over  my  paf* 
fions  ;  and  to  enfure  a  viâory  which  I  may  attribute  to  myfelf 
alone,  I  mull  pardon  and  forget  offences.  Becaufe  Heradides 
has  debafed  his  foul  by  his  perfidies  and  wickednefs,  muft 
mme  be  defiled  by  anger  and  revenge  ?  I  feêk  not  to  excel  him 
in  power  or  abilities  ;  I  wiih  to  vanquifli  him  by  my  virtues, 
and  to  recal  him  to  his  duty  by  my  behefaâions  ^. 
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In  the  mean  time  he  blocked  the  citadel  fo  clofely^  that  the 
garrifon,  being  in  want  of  provifions,  could  no  longer  be  made 
to  obey  any  difclpline.  AppoUocratesi  obliged  to  capitulate^ 
obtained  permiffion  to  depart  with  his  mother,  his  fifter,  and  his 
efieâsy  which  he  carried  away  in  five  galleys.  The  people  ran 
to  the  fea-fide  to  view  the  pleafing  (ight,  and  enjoy  the  glorious 
day  on  which  liberty  was  at  length  reftored  to  Syracufe,  the 
laft  remains  of  her  oppreflbrs  expelled,  and  the  moft  powerful 
of  tyrannies  entirely  deftroyed  •. 

ApoUocrates  proceeded  to  join  his  father  Dionyfitis,  who  was 
dien  in  Italy.  After  his  departure,  Dion  entered  the  citadel, 
where  Ariftomache  lus  fifter,  and  Hipparinus  his  fon,  met  him, 
and  received  his  firft  embraces.  Arete  followed  them,  trembling, 
transfixed  with  grief,  and  wiihing,  yet  fearing,  to  lift  up  to  him 
her  eyes  fufïufed  with  tears,  when  Ariftomache,  taking  her  by 
'the  hand,  thus  addrefied  her  brother  :  ^*  How  fliall  it  be  pofUble 
to  exprels  all  that  we  have  fuffered  during  your  abfence,?  Tour 
return  and  your  viâories  at  length  permit  us  to  refpire.  But 
alas  !  my  daughter,  compelled  at  the  expence  of  her  own  hap- 
pinefs  and  mine,  to  enter  into  a  new  union,  is  wretched  amid 
the  univerfal  joy.  In  what  manner  will  you  view  the  fatal  ne- 
ccffity  to  which  the  cruelty  of  the  tyrant  has  reduced  her  ?  Shall 
flie  falute  you  as  her  uncle  or  her  hufband  ?"  Dion,  unable 
to  reftrain  his  tears,  tenderly  embraced  his  wife,  and  having 
committed  his  foti  to  her  care,  entreated  her  to  fhare  with  him 
the  humble  habitation  he  had  chofen,  for  he  would  not  dwell 
in  the  palace  of  kings  ^ 

It  is  not  my  defign  to  write  the  panegyric  of  Dion  ;  I  mean 
funply  to  relate  fome  of  his  aâions  :  and  though  the  jnterefting 
faûs  of  the  narrative  in  which  I  have  engaged  may  have  per- 
haps led  me  too  far,^  I  cannot  deny  myfelf  the  pleafure  of  fol- 
lowing to  the  clofe  of  his  days,  a  man  who,  placed  in  every  dif- 
ferent condition  and  fituation,  was  ever  as  unlike  to  others  as 

—      ■'  ■  II    I        ■■        ■  ■       "■- -■'  I       ■     ■   ■        'I  I  I  ■    ■  ...    ,1  .     ...       my 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  908.  Demcft.  ià  Leptin.  I      *  Id.  ibid.  p.  980. 
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he  was  fimilar  to  himfelf,  and  whofe  life  would  furnHh  tbe 
i^obkft  materials  for  the  hiftory  of  virtue. 

After  fo  many  triumphs»  he  wiibed  to  acquit  himfelf,  in  pub- 
lic and  in  private»  of  what  he  owed  to  the  companionp  of  his 
labours,  and  the  citizens  who  had  aflifted  in  efiè£ting  the  revo- 
lution. With  fome  he  ihared  his  glory»  with  others  hit  riches» 
Simple  and  modeft  in  his  drefs»  and  frugal  and  plain  in  his  diet, 
he  was  only  magnificent  in  the  exercife  of  his  generofity.  While 
he  enforced  the  admiration  not  only  of  Sicily»  but  of  Carthage 
and  all  Greece;  while  Plato  told  him  that  the  eyes  of  the 
whole  world  were  fixed  on  him  ^»  he  was  only  attentive  to  that 
finall  number  of  enlightened  fpeâators»  who»  difiregarding  hia 
exploits  and  his  fuccefs»  waited  to  ohfervehim  in  the  moment  of 
profperity»  to  beftow  on  him  their  efteem  or  thdr  contempt  '• 

In  Ms  time»  in  faâ»  the  philofopbers  had  conceived  the  pro- 
je£l  of  ferioufly  labouring  for  the  reformation  of  the  human 
race.  With  this  view  they  had  undertaken  to  form  the  mind 
of  the  younger  Dionyfius»  who  had  difappointed  their  hopes. 
Dion  had  afterwards  again  revived  them»  and  lèverai  difci|de» 
of  Plato  had  followed  him  in  his  expedition  '•  From  thdr 
ideas  and  his  own  experience»  with  the  affiftance  of  fome  Co« 
rinthians»  whom  he  had  induced  to  come  to  Syracuie»  be  traced 
the  plan  of  a  republic»  which  (hould  conciliate  all  powers  and 
all  interefts.  He  gave  the  preference  to  a  mixt  government»  in 
which  the  clafs  of  the  principal  citizens  fix>uld  counterbalance 
tlie  power  of  the  fovereign  and  that  of  die  people*  He  even 
wifhed  that  the  people  (hould  not  be  called  on  to  vote»  except 
on  certain  occafions»  as  was  prafkifed  at  Corinth  *• 

He  dared  not»  however»  attempt  to  carry  his  projeâ  into  exe- 
cution» becaufe  he  forefaw  his  defigns  muft  be  oppofed  by  an 
almoft  invincible  obftacle.  Heraclides,  fince  their  reconciliatioo» 
had  never  ceafed  to  perplex  him  by  open  or  iecret  intrigues  }  and 

«  Plat.  Epift.  4*  t.  iii.  p.  320.  I     »  Pkt.  Ep.  7.  t.  in.  p.  335.  Phrt.  m 

*  Hut.  in  DioD.  t.  i.  p.  ^tfi.  |  Dioo.  t.  i.  p.  ^S|. 

'  Id.  ibid.  p.  967.  I 
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as  hé  ^as  the  idol  of  tht  multitude,  it  could  not  be  expeâed 
that  he  i^ould  favour  a  prôjeâ  which  would  dcftroy  the  dcmOi^ 
cracy.  The  partifans  of  Dion  propofed  to  him,  mère  than 
once,  to  rid  himfclf  of  this  feftlefs  aiid  tirrbulcnt  man:  He 
had  alwdys  rcfufcd  ttf  give  hÎ3  confent  to  this,*  but  it  was  at 
length  forced  from  him  by  importunity  *.  iTie  Syracufanâ  hn- 
xnedxately  role,  and  though  he  appcafed  them,  they  were  high- 
ly incenfed  at  an  af^ion  iit^ich  circumilan'ces  might  feem  to 
juftify  in  the  eyes  of  the  politician,  but  which  filled  his  foul 
with  rcmorfe,  and  overclouded  with  melancholy  the  remainder 
of  his  days. 

Delivered  ftom  diis  «fnemy,  he  foon  found  aiiother  more  per- 
fidious and  more  dangerous.  During  his  ftay  in  Athens» 
an  Athediany  named  Cullippus  *,  received  hint  into  his  houfe,^ 
obtained  hi»  friendlhip,  of  which  he  was  unworthy*,  and  fol- 
lowed him  ifito  Sicily.  Promoted  to  the  firft  military  offices, 
he  juftified  the  choice  of  his  general,  and  gained  the,cohfidence 
of  the  troop»/ 

After  the  death  of  Heraclrde?,  he  perceived  that  it.  would 
cofl  him  btft  one  attrocious  a£Kon  to  render  himfelf  mafter  of 
Sicily,  llïe  multitude  were  in  need  of  a  chief  who  would  flat- 
ter them  in  their  caprices.  They  feared  more  and  more  left 
Dion  Ihould  defpoil  fhem  of  their  atfthority^  to  veff  it  in  him- 
felf, or  beftow  it  on  the  claf?  of  rich  citizens.  Among  people 
t{  underftanding,  the  politicians  conjeâured,  that  he  would  not 
always  be  able  to  refifl  the  allurements  of  a  crown*,  and 
imputed  to  him  their  fufpicions'  as  a  crime  The  greater  part 
of  thofe  Warriors-  whom  he  had  brought  from  Peloponnefus, 
and,  whom  honour  had  attached  to  his  fervice,  had  fallen  in 
battle*.— In  fine,  all  minds,  fatigued  with  their  ôwti  iuaâion 
and  his  virtues,  regretted  the  liccntioufnefs'  and  the  fiiûiona* 
in  which*  they  had  fo  long  been  engaged. 

•  •  •  •    •-  •     -  ^ .  ■  ■  ♦ .  .^  •  . .   . 

•  P)ut.  in  I)k)n.  t.  i.  p.  ^8i.  Nep.  iii  i      ^  Plat.  Ep.  7.  t.  iil  o.  333  et  334. 


l^Km.  ctp.  6, 

*  Cornelius  Nepos  calls  bim  CaUI 
^te«.    T. 


Pint,  in  Dion.  t<  i.  p*'pSil 
^  U.  in  Brut.  p.  1010. 
^  Id.  ixx  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  p8t. 
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On  .this  Ctuation  of  affairs  Calltppus  founded  his  infidioii^ 
machinations.  He  began  by  informing  Dion  of  the  true  or  fup- 
poied  murmurs  which  the  .troops^  he  faid^  fometime3  fufièred  to 
efcape  them  *,  and  even  procured  himfelf  to  be  commiflioned  to 
ibund  their  difpofitions  and  intentions.  He  then  infinuatcA 
himfelf  into  the  good  opinion  of  the  foldiers»' fomented  their 
difcontents»  and  communicated  his  views  to  thofe  who  favoured 
his  advances  ;  while  they  who  rejeûed  them  with  indignation» 
in  vain  apprlfed  their  general  of  the  fecret  praâices  of  Cal- 
llppus  ;  he  only  faw  in  his  conduct  the  af&duity  and  zeal  of  a 
faithful  friend  *. 

The  confpiracy  made  greater  progrefs  every  day  ;  but  Dion 
would  not  deign  to  beftow  on  it  the  leaft  attention.  He  was  at 
length  induced  to  pay  fome  regard  to  the  notices  he  received 
from  every  quarter,  and  which  for  fome  time  had  alarmed  his 
family  ;  but  tormented  with  the  remembrance  of  the  death  of 
Heraclldes,  ever  prefent  to  his  mind»  he  declared  that  he  would 
rather  choofe  to  die  a  thoufand  times,  than  to  be  inceflantlf 
taking  precautions  againft  his  friends  and  his  enemies  '. 

In  the  choice  of  the  former  he  was  not  fufficiently  careful^  ; 
and  when  he  was  convinced  that  the  greater  part  of  thofe  he 
had  fuppofed  his  friends  were  men  of  bafe  and  corrupt  minds» 
he  made  no  ufe  of  the  difcovery  j  eidier  becaufe  he  could  not 
believe  them  capable  of  fuch  an  excefs  of  villany  ^,  or  becaufe 
he  thought  he  ought  t»  refîgn  himfelf  to  his  fate.  He  then»  no 
dcubt,  was  an  inftance,  tliat  it  is  pof&ble  for  virtue  itfelf  tabe 
difcoiiraged  by  the  injuftice  and  wickednefs  of  men. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  wife  and  filler  alliduoufly  inveftigated 
the  traces  of  the  conf{nracy  \  which  Callippus  knowing,  he  pre- 
iented  himfelf  before  them,  fiiedding  a  flood  of  tears,  and  to 
perfuade  them,  that  he  v/as  innocent,  offered  to  fubmit  to  the 
moft  rigorous  tell.    They  required  from  him  the  great  oath. 

This  alone  can  infpire  the  hardened  villain  with  terror.  He, 
however,  immediately  confented  to  take  it,  and  was  conduâed 

«  Id.  ibid.  p.  58a.  Nep.  ibid.  cap.  S.  I   ^  Id.  Epift.  7.  p.  333. 
t  li:.iW.  I   b  Id.  ibid.  p.  331. 
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into  thè  fubtcrrancan  rcceffes  of  the  temple  of  Ceres  and  Pro- 
ferpîne.  There,  after  the  facrifices  prefcribsd  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  habited  in  the  robe  of  one  of  thofe  goddefles,  and  holding 
a  lighted  torch,  he  called  on  them  to  witnefs  his  innocence,  and 
pronounced  the  moft  horrible  imprecations  againft  himfelf, 
ifaould  he  be  perjured.  The  ceremony  ended,  he  proceeded  to 
prepare  every  thing  for  the  execution  of  his  projeft  *.* 

He  cholie  for  this  the  day  of  the  feftival  of  Proferplne,  and, 
having  certified  himfelf  that  Dion  had  not  left  his  houfe,  he  put 
himfelf  at  die  head  of  fome  foldiers,  from  the  ifland  of  Zacyn- 
thus  ^  ;  fome  of  whom  furroundcd  the  houfe,  while  others  for- 
ced their  \ray  into  'an  apartment  on  the  ground  floor,  in  which 
Dion  was,  with  fevcral  of  his  friends,  who  dared  not  rifle  their 
lives  to  prefervc  his.  The  confpirators,  who  had  come  without 
arms,  threw  themfelves  on  him,  and  long  tortured  him  in  at- 
tempting to  ftrangle  him  -,  but  as  he  ftill  breathed,  fome  of  thofe 
without  threw  a  dagger  in  at  the  window,  with  which  die  aflaf- 
fins  immediately  (tabbed  him  to  the  heart  *  ♦.  Some  pretend 
that  CalKppus  had  drawn  his  fword,  but  could  not  prevail  on' 
Kmfclf  to  ftrike  his  benefaftor  "».  .Thus  died  Dion,  aged  about 
fifty-five  years,  in  the  fourth  year  after  his  return  into  Si- 
cily '*. 

His  death  produced  a  fudden  change  at  Syracufc.  The  in- 
habitants, who  began  to  deteft  him  as  a  tyrant,  now  lamented 
Km  as  the  author  of  their  liberty.  His  funerals  were  celebrat- 
ed at  the  expcnce  of  the  public  treafury,  and  his  tomb  was  e- 
refted  in  die  moft  confpicuous  place  in  the  city  **• 

Yet,  excepting  a  flight  tumult,  in  which  fome  blood  was 
Ihed,  which  was  not  that  of  the  guilty,  no  perfon  dared  to  at- 
tack the  aflaffins  p,  and  Callippus  peaceably  reaped  the  fruit  of 
his  crime.    A  fhort  time  after,  the  friends  of  Dion  united  to 


^  Id.  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  p84.  Ncp.  ibid. 
Cap.  8.' 

k  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  itf.  p.  432. 

I  Plat,  in  Dion.  t.  L  p.  9S3.    Nep. 


( 


•  The  year  353  before  Chrift. 
"*  Plat.  Epiit.  7.  t.  iii.  p.  334. 
°  Nep.  in  Dion.  cap.  10. 
^  Id.  ibid.  • 

P  Pint,  ia  Brut.  t.  i.  p.  loii. 
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revengç  bis  death,  but  were  overpowered.  Çalippus»  ddEeated 
in  his  turn  by  Hipparinus»  the  brother  of  Dionyfius  %  and  eve«- 
ry  where  hated  and  expeDed,  was  conftrained  to  take  refuge  in 
Italy»  with  a  remnant  of  banditti  who  followed  his  fortunes,  and 

'  at  length  perifhed  'mifembly,  thirteen  months  after  the  death  of 
Dion,  having  been,  as  is  pretended,  (tabbed  with  the  fazqe  dag-r 
ger  which  had  deprived  that  great  maQ  of  Ufe^. 

While  the  people  of  Sicily  were  labouring  to  deftroy  tyranny, 
Athens,  which  boafts  fo  much  of  her  love  of  liberty,  exhaufted 
herffçlf  in  vain  efforts,  to  bring  again,  under  the  yoke,  the  ftates^ 
which,  for  fome  years  paft,  had  detached  themfelves  from  her 
alliance  f.  She  refolved  to  felze  on  Byzantium,  and,  with  this 
view,  fent  off  a  hundred  and  twenty  galleys  under  the  conw 
maud  of  Timotheus,  IphicriUtes  and  Chares,  who  failed  to  the 
Hellefpont,  wherç  the  fleet  of  the  enemyV  nearly  of  equal  force^ 
foon  after  arrived.  On  each  fide  preparations  were  made  fof 
battle,  when  a  violent  tenipeft  arofe.  Chaires  neverthelefs  pro» 
pofed  to  begin  the  attack  i  and,  ^  the  two  other  generals,  more 
able  and  prudent,  were  qf  a  diSsrent  opinion,  he  openly  accuC- 

'  ed  them  to  the  army,  and  feized  this  opportunity  to  efieâ  their 
ruin.  The  people  of  Athens,  when  they  hear4  the  letters  read^ 
in  which  he  charged  them  with  treachery,  were  inflamed  with 
anger,  immediately  recalled  them^  and  ordered  a  profecution  t(» 
be  commenced  againft  them  *• 

The  viâories  of  Timotheus,  feventy^five  cities  which  he  had 
united  to  the  republic  S  ^^  honours  which  had  formerly  beei^ 
paid  him,  his  old  age,  nor  even  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  could 
not  all  faye  him  from  the  partiality  of  his  judges.  He  was  con^ 
demned  to  pay  a  fine  of  a  hundred  talents  f ,  and  retired  to  the 
city  of  Chalcis  in  Euboea  ",  filled  with  indignation  againil  hi^ 
fellow  citizens,  whom  he  had  fo  often  enriched  by  his  conquefts, 
and  who,  after  his  death,  manifeftcd  a  repentance  equally  late 

, ;T'.T 

^  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  f  6.  p.  436.  I  '  JESchia,  de  Falf.  Xegat.  p.  ^q6. 

'  Plut,  in  Dion.  p.  983.  I  f  540,000  livres  (32,500!.) 

«  See  Chap.  XMII.  "  Ncp.  in  Timoth.  cap.  3. 

*  Diod»  Sic.  lib.  16,  p.  494.  i 
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and  fmitlefs  '•  Ht  paid»  on  thb  occalkmi  At  tax  of  the  con^ 
tempt  which  he  had  always  entertained  for  Chares.  One  day, 
at  the  deâion  of  generals,  fome  mercenary  orators,  to  exclude 
literates  and  Timotheus,  hi^y  extolled  Chares,  to  whom 
they  attributed  the  qualities  of  a  robuft  athlcta.  He  is,  (aid 
they,  in  the  vigour  of  life,  and  capable  of  fupporttng  the  heayieft 
fatigues.  **  Such  a  man  is  proper  for  the  army."—"  No  ' 
doubt,**  fiiid  Timotheus,  **  to  carry  the  baggage  ^.^ 

The  condemnation  of  Timotheus  did  not  appeafe  the  fury  of 
At  Athenians,  nor  could  it  intimidate  Iphicrates,  who  defended 
lumfçlf  with  intrepidity.  The  military  expreffion  was  remark- 
ed, by  which  he  turned  the  attention  of  his  judges  to  the  con* 
éa(k  of  the  general,  who  had  plotted  his  4cftru£lion.  <<  My 
fubjefl  hurries  me  on,**  faid  he,  **  I  muft  open  myfclf  a  way 
through  the  aftions  of  Chares*."  In  the  courfe  of  his  de- 
fence, he  apoftrophized  the  orator  Ariftophon,  who  had  accuf- 
ed  him  of  having  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  corrupted  by  a  bribe. 
**  Anfwer  me,'*  faid  he,  with  a  tone  of  authority  j  **  would 
you  have  been  guilty  of  fo  infamous  an  aûîon  ?**  "  I  certainly 
-fhould  not,**  replied  the  orator.  •*  And  can  you  fuppofe,**  an* 
fwered  he,  ^  that  Iphicrates  can  hare  done  what  Ariftophon 
would  not  have  been  bafe  enough  to  do  *  ?* 

To  the  refources  of  eloquence  he  added  another,  the  fuccefs 
of  which  appeared  to  him  lefs  uncertain.  The  tribunal  was 
furrounded  by  feveral  young  officers  attached  to  his  interefts  ; 
and  he  himfelf  let  his  judges  fometimes  fee  a  dagger  which  he 
wore  under  his  robe.  He  was  acquitted  ^  and  ferved  no  more. 
When  fome  perfons  remonftratted  to  him  on  the  violence  by 
which  he  thus  overawed  juftice,  he  replied  :  *<  I  have  long 
borne  arms  for  the  fafety  of  my  country,  and  I  fliould  be  (impie 


'  Id.  ibid.  cap.  4. 

'  Id.  ibid.  Ub.  ft.  ctp.  13*  t.  ii.  p. 

f  Plot.  Apophth.  t.  ii.  p.  187.    Id. 

575* 

0  Nep.  in  Tphicr.  ctp.  3.    Voljgui. 

An  Seni,  Sec.  f.  ii.  p.  788. 

*  Ariftot.  de  Khetof .  lib.  3.  cap.  10. 

Slnxtg.  Hb.  3.  cap.  p.  Mo.  ap. 

t.  ii.  ^  5^5. 
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indeed  if  I  did  not  have  recourfe  to  diem  for  my  own  tau-' 
rity  ^'* 

Charesi  however»  did  not  proceed  to  Byzantium.  Under  the 
pretext  that  he  was  in  want  of  provifions^,  he  entered  with  his 
army  into  the  pay  of  the  fatrap  ArtabazuSs  who  had  revolted 
againft  Artaxerxes,  king  of  Perfia^  and  who  was  on  the  potQt 
of  being  overpowered  by  forces  fuperior  to  his  own  *.  The  ar- 
rival of  the  Athenians  changed  the  face  of  affairs.  The  army 
of  Artaxcrxes  was  defeated,  and  Chares  immediately  wrote*to 
the  people  of  Athens,  that  he  had  obtained  over  the  Perfians  a 
viâory  no  lefs  glorious  than  that  of  Marathon  ^.  Butthis  news 
only  occafioned  a  tranfient  joy.  The  Athenians»  terrified  at  the 
complaints  and  menaces  of  the  king  of  Perfia,  recalled  their  ge- 
neral, and  haft'ened  to  offer  peace  and  independence  to  the  ci- 
ties which  had  thrown  off^  their  yoke  «.  Thus  terminated  this 
war  *,  equally  fatal  to  both  parties.  On  the  one  fide,  feverai 
of  the  confederated  ftates,  exhaufted  of  men  and  money,  vrere 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  power  of  Maufolus  king  of  Caria  ^  ; 
and,  on  the  other^  Athens,  befides  being  deprived  .of  the  fuc- 
cours  {he  derived  from  their  alliance,  loft  three  of  her  beft  ge- 
nerals, Chabrias,  Timotheus,  and  Iphicrates*.  Immediately 
after  another  war  began  f ,  which  became  general,  and,  to  the 
misfortime  of  Greece,  difplayed  the  great  abilities  of  Philip  of 
Macedon. 

The  Amphiclyons,  whofe  principal  office  is  to  watch,  over 
tlie  interefts  of  the  temple  of  Apollo  at  Delphi,  having  aSem- 
bled,  the  Thebans,  who,  in  concert  with  the  Theflalians,  direâ. 
the  proceedings  of  that  tribunal,  accufed  the  Phocians  of  hav-^ 
ing  feized  on  fome  lands  which  appertained  to  the  god,  and. 
procured  them  to  be  condemned  to  pay  a  heavy  fine  ^.    'The 


^  Poljacn.  ibid. 

<1  Demofth.  in  Philip,  t.  i.  p.  50. 
^  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  434. 
f  Plut.  in  Arat.  t.  i.  p.  1C34. 
S  Biod.  ibid.  p.  424. 
•  Under  the  archonfhip  of  Elpines, 
Tvhidi  correfponds  wiih  the  years  356 


.p,i44. 


and  355  before  Chrift. 

h  Demofth.  de  Rhod.  Libert. 

f  Kep.  in  Ti'motb.  cap.  4. 

f  Under  the  archonihip  of  Agatb&> 
cTcs,  the  year  35^  before  Chrift. 

^  DIod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p»  415.       "   " 
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accufers  ivcre  împdfcd  by  the  fpirit  of  icvcngc.  Tlie  Theflk- 
lians  ftiU  blufhed  at  the  viâories  which  the  Phocians  had  for- 
merly gained  over  them  ^  Befides  the  motives  of  rivalry  which 
always  fubfift  between  neighbouring  -nations,  the  city  of  Thebed 
was  indignant  at  not  having  been  able  to  force  an  inhabitant 
of  I4\ocis  to  reftore  a  Theban  woman  whom  he  had  carried 
off». 
The  firft  decree  was  immediately  followed  by  a  fécond, 
*  which  confecrated  to  the  god  the  lands  of  the  Phocians.  It 
befides  authorized  the  Amphiâyonic  league  to  take  vengeance 
on  the  cities  which  had  till  then .  negle^ed  to  obey  the  decrees 
of  the  tribunal.  This  latter  claufe  had  reference  to  the  Lac&» 
dxmonians,  againft  whom  a  decree  had  been  pafled/  feveral 
years  fince,  which  had  not  yet  been  carried  into  execution  ". 

In  any  other  circumftances,  the  Pkocians  would  have  feared 
to  brave  the  danger  by  .which  they  were  menaced.  But  it  was 
then  feen  how  much  great  revolutions  fomctimes  depend  on 
trifling  caufes  ^.  A  fliort  time  before,  two  individuals  of  Phc- 
CÎ3,  each  wiftiing  to  obtain  a  rich  heirefs  for  his  fon,  intercfted 
the  whole  nation  in  their  quarrel,  and  formed  two  parties, 
which,  in  all  public  deliberations,  liftencd  only  to  the  voice  of 
mutual  hatred.  Therefore  no  fooner  had  forae  Phocians  pro- 
pofcd  to  fubmit  to  the  decrees  of  the  Amphiftyons,  than  Phi- 
lomelus,  whofe  riches  and  abilities  had  placed  him  at  the  head 
of  the  oppofite  faûion,  loudly  exclaimed,  that  to  give  way  to 
injufticc  was  the  moft  flagrant  and  pernicious  of  all  afts  of 
cowardice  ;  that  the  Phocians  had  legitimate  claims,  not  only 
to  the  lands  which  it  had  been  made  a  crime  in  them  to  cul- 
tivate, but  to  the  temple  of  Delphi  itfelf  ;  and  that  he  only 
afked  their  confidence  in  him  to  preferve  them  from  the  igno- 
Qiinious  chaftifement  decreed  againft  them  by  the  tribunal  of 
the  Amphiâryons  p. 


p.j^ 


Paufan.  lib.  10.  cap.  t.  p.  799. 
Dvriv  ftp*  Athen.  lib.  13.'  cap.  x. 

Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  425  eC  430. 
^  Ariitot^  de  Rep.  lib.  5.  cap.  4.  t.  ii. 


p.  390.    Duris»  ap.  Afben.  Kb.  13.  p. 

P  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  Itf.  p.  4^5.  Pauffto.- 
lib.  x(?<  cap*  %•  p.  8o«. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^34 


THAVXXS  IK  QUIXCM 


His  rapid  eloquence  had  its  full  efièâ  on  the  Phocians.  In- 
Tefted  with  abfolute  power,  he  flew  to  Laced»non, .  prevailed 
on  king  Archidamus  to  approre  his  projeâs,  and  obtained  from 
faim  fifteen  talents»  which«  added  to  fifteen  others  that  he  ad- 
vanced himfelf,  enabled  him  to  take  into  pay  a  great  number 
of  mercenaries,  to  feize  on  the  temple,  funtmnd  it  with  a  watt, 
and  tear  down  from  the  columns  the  defamatory  decrees  which 
the  Amphiâyons  had  cnaâed  againft  the  ftates  accufed  of  &• 
crilege.  The  Locrians  in  vain  haftened  to  the  defence  of  At 
facred  place  ;  they  were  put  to  flight  ;  and  their  ravaged  coun- 
try enriched  the  conquerors  \  The  war  lafted  ten  years  and 
Ibme  months  ^  :  in  the  continuation  of  this  work  I  (hall  relate 
the  principal  events  which  happened  in  that  time* 


CHAP.   LXI. 

Zetters  on  the  general  Affairs  rf  Greece^  addrejjed  U .  Anachaxfis 
and  Philotas^  during  their  Travels  in  Egypt  and  Perjia. 

J^tnuNG  my  ftay  in  Greece,  I  had  fo  often  heard  fpeak  of 
Egypt  and  Perfia»  that  I  could  no  longer  refift  my  defire  to 
vifit  thofe  two  kingdoms  :  ApoUodorus  had  afligned  me  Phi> 
lotas  to  accompany  me  in  my  journey,  and  had  promifed  to 
inform  us  of  all  that  pafled  while  we  were  abfent.  Others  of 
our  friends  made  us  the  fame  promife.  The  letters,  which  I 
ihall  here  give,  fometimes  entire,  and  fometimes  by  eztraâs, 
weVe  on  fome  occafions  only  a  fimple  journal,  and  on  others 
accompanied  by  reflétions. 

We  fet  out  at  the  end  of  the  fécond  year  of  the  ,io6th  Olynu 
piad  *.  The  fouth  of  Greece  then  enjoyed  profound  tranquil- 
lity, but  the  north  was  difturbed  by  the  war  of  the  Phocians» 
and  the  .enterprifes  of  Philip  king  of 'Macedon«> 


*»  w.  ibid.  Ub.  1 5.  p.  4*6. 

'  JEl'chii).  de  Falf.  Lfgtt.  p.  415. 
Id.  in  Ctefiph.  p.  453.  Diod.  Sic.  ibid. 
i.  418  et  455.    V%MS»xk.  lib.  j».  p.  724. 


Id.  lib.  10.  p.  Fea. 

•  In  the  fprinj  of  iht  yetr  J54  be- 
fore Chrift. 
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Philomdtts,  the  leader  of  the  Phooam»  had  forâfied  hîmielf 
at  Delphi.  He  fent  off  ambaflfadora  on  erery  fide  i  but  no  per* 
ion  could  have  imagined  that  fuch  apparently  unimportant  dif* 
pates  would  ultimately  be  the  occafion  of  the  ruin  of  Greece» 
which  a  hundred  and  twenty-fis  .years  before  had  refifted  the 
whole  power  of  Perfia* 

Philip  was  engaged  in  frequent  quarrels  with  the  Thracians» 
niyrians,  and  other  barbarous  nations.  He  meditated  die  con^ 
qaeft  of  the  Grecian  cities»  fituated  on  the  frontiers  of  his 
kingdom^  and  of  which  the  greater  part  were  allied  or  tributa- 
ry to  the  Athenians.  The  latter  people,  offended  that  he  had 
kept  pofieflion  of  Amphipotis»  which  had  belonged  to  them,  at- 
tempted fome  hoflilities  againft  him»  but  dared  not  proceed  to 
9n  optn  rupture. 


DiOTIMUS  BEING  ArCHOK  AT  AtHINS, 

The  3d  year  of  the  xo6th  Olymipad, 

(Frm  the  zSfb  of  June  of  the  year  354,  to  the  i^b  of  July  of  the 
y^^r  353  before  Cbrift.) 

Letter  or  Apollodorus. 

Greece  is  full  of  diffen(u>ns  •.  Some  condemn  the  enterprifc 
of  Philomelus,  and  others  vindicate  it.  The  Thebans,  with 
the  whole  body  of  the  Boeotians,  the  Locrians,  and  the  different 
nations  of  Theff-ily,  having  all  private  injuries  to  revenge, 
threaten  to  take  vengeance  for  the  infult  offered  to  the  god  of 
Ddphi.  The  Athenians,  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  fome  cities 
of  Peloponnefus,  have  declared  for  the  Phocians,  from  hatred 
to  the  Thebans. 

Philomelus  at  firft  protcfted  that  he  would  not  touch  the 
trcafures  of  the  temple  *  -,  but,  terrified  at  the  preparations  of 
the  Thebans,  he  has  feized  on  a  part  of  thofe  riches,  which 

*  J)îod.  lib.  i6.  p.  430.  '  Id.  ibid.  p.  4^^  et  431. 
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has  enabled  him  to  increafe  the  pay  of  the  mercenaries,  who 
from  every  fide  haften  to  Delphi.  He  has'fuccei&yely  defeated 
the  Locrians^  the  Bœotians,  and  the  Theâalians.  •  •  •  • 

Some  day8  fince,  the  army  of  the  Phocians,  haying  entered 
a  clofe  country»  unexpeâedly  met  with  that  of  the  Boeotians» 
fuperior  in  numbers,  and  the  latter  gained  a  complete  viâory. 
FbilomeluS)  covered  with  wounds»  repulOed  to  an  eminence» 
and  furrouoded  on  all  fides»  chofe  rather  to  throw  himfelf 
from  the  top  of  a  rock  than  to.  £iU  into  the  hands  of  his  ene- 
mies**  


In  the  Archonship  of  Eudemus, 

The  4th  year  of  the  io6th  Olympiad»  " 

(From  the  lé^tb  of  July  of  the  year  353,  to  the  3^  of  July  of  thf 
year  352  before  Cbrifl^. 

Letter  of  Apollodorus. 

In  die  laft  afiembly  of  the  Phocians»  the  perfons  of  moil  fenfe 
advifed  peace  \  but  Onomarchus»  who  had  colleded  the  (bat- 
tered remains  of  the  army,  fo  efiFeâually  employed  his  elo- 
quence and  influence»  that  it  has  been  detennined  to  continue 
the  war,  and  to  confide  to  him  the  fame  power  as  Philomclus 
pofleflTed.  He  is  employed  in  raifing  new  troops.  The  gold 
and  filvcr  taken  from  the  facred  treafury  have  been  converted 
into  money»  and  many  of  the  ftatues  of  brafs  at  Delphi  into 
helmets  and  fwords  ^.  •  •  .  . 

A  report  fias  prevailed»  that  Artaxerxes»  king  of  Perfia»  was 
preparing  to  turn  his  arms  againft  Greece.  Nothing  was  talk- 
ed of  but  his  immenfe  preparations.  It  was  faid  that  not  lefs 
than  twelve  hundred  camels  would  be  neccflary  to  carry  the 
gold  intended  for  the  pay  of  the  troops  '^. 


"  là.  ibid.  p.  43a.     Paufan.  Ub,  lo.  |      *  Id.  ibid.  p.  433. 
cap.  2.  p.  8o«,  I      y  Dcmofth.  de  ClaiT.  p.  t^6. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  IN  OREECEl  '  237 

The  aflembly  toi^  tumidtuoulljr.  In  the  midft  of  the  public 
abnn»  fome  perfons  propofed  to  call  on  all  the  Grecian  ftates» 
and  even  the  king  of  Macedonia  ^,  to  unite  for  the  gençràl  de- 
fence of  Greece  \  to  anticipate  Artaxerxes»  and  to  carry  the 
war  into  his  dominions.  Demofthcnes,  who,  after  having  di- 
ftinguiOied  himfelf  in  his  pleadings  in  the  courts  of  juftice^ 
has  lately-taken  an  aéHve  part  in  public  afiairs,  fpoke  in  oppo- 
Ction  to  this  propofal  ;.  but  he  ftrongly  infifted  on  the  neceiOtf 
of  putting  ourfelves  in  a  ftate  of  defence.  He  has  forefeen  and 
provided  for  every  thing  j  ftated  what  number  of  Ihips,  what 
infantry,  and  what  cavalry  will  be  necefEiry,  and  in  what  man- 
ner the  requillte  fupplies  may  be  raifed.  The  difcemment  of 
the  orator  has  been  greatly  applauded.  In  faâ,  fuch  prudent 
meafures  will  be  of  the  higheft  utility  to  us  againft  Artaxerxesy 
fliould  he  invade  Greece,  and  againil;  our  prefent  enemies^ 
(Iiould  he  have  no  fuch  defign  *•  It  has  been  (luce  known^ 
that  the  king  of  Periia  had  no  thoughts  of  attacking  us,  and 
we  have  no  longer  thought  iSnîoufly  of  any  thing. 

I  know  not  how  to  accuftom  myfelf  to  thefe  periodical  cx-i 
ceiTes  of  defpondence  and  confidence  ;  we  pafs  in  a  moment 
from  ^efpair  to  exultation.  An  individual  who  never  acquires 
experience  by  his  errors  is  defervedly  abandoned  to  his  folly  5 
but  in  what  light  muft  we  view  a  whole  nation  which^  folcly 
occupied  by  the  prefent,  bcftows  riot  a  thought  on  either  the 
pad  or  future,  and  which  forgets  its  fears,  as  a  flafh  of  lighte- 
ning or  peal  of  thunder  are  forgotten  when  they  are  paft. 

The  greater  part  of  the  people  of  Athens  fpeak  of  the  king 
of  Perfia  with  dread,  and  of  the  king  of  Macedon  with  con- 
tempt ^  They  do  not  obfervc  that  the  latter  prince  has  not 
failed  for  fome  time  to  take  every  opportunity  to  make  incur- 
fions  into  our  territories  \  that  he  has  feized  on  our  iflands  of 
Imbros  and  Lemnos  ;  that  he  has  loaded  with  chains  fuch  ,of 
OUT  citizens  as  had  fettled  in  thofe  countries  \  that  he  has  takea 


-  Lit.  PhiJ.  ap.  Dcmnfth.  p.  114.        |      6  Id.  ibid.  p.  147. 
'  Demolth.  de  Rhod.  p.  144. 
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forerai  of  our  (hips  on  the  coafts  of  Eabœa  ;  and  diat  ftlU 
more  recently  he  has  made  a  defcent  on  Attica,  at  Marathon, 
and  carried  off  the  facred  galley  ^.  This  infult,  offered  to  us 
ait  the  very  place  whkh  was  formerly  the  fcene  of  our  glory, 
has  made  us  blufh  ;  but  with  us  the  colour  of  fliame  foon  dif- 
appears* 

Philip  is  continually  prefent  every  where.  No  fooner  had 
he  quitted  our  fhores  than  he  flew  to  the  maritime  parts  of 
Thrace,  took  the  fortrefs  of  Methone,  demoliflied  it,  and  dif- 
tributed  the  fertile  fields  around  it  to  his  foldiers,  of  whom  he 
u  the  idol. 

During  the  fiege  of  that  city,  he  fwam  over  the  river  *•  An 
arrow,  (hot  by  an  archer,  or  from  a  machine,  ftruck  him  in  the 
right  eye  ^  ;  and,  notwithftanding  the  extreme  pain  he  muft 
have  fufieied,  he  regained  the  bank  (îrom  which  he  had  fwunu 
His  phyiician  Critobulus  has  extraded  the  arrow  with  great 
(kill  ^  i  the  eye  is  not  disiigured,  but  it  is  deprived  of  fight  *• 
.  This  accident  has  not  diminifhcd  his  ardour:  he  is  now 
befieging  the  fortrefs  of  Heraea,  to  which  we  have  juft  claims. 
Adiens  is  in  commotion,  and  the  general  affembly  has  pafled  a 
decree  to  raife  a  contribution  of  fixty  talents  f  ,  fit  out  forty  gal- 
leys, and  enrol  thofe  who  have  not  attained  their  forty-fifA 
year  '  %.  Thefe  preparations  require  time  ;  the  winter  ap- 
proaches, and  the  expedition  muft  be  deferred  till  the  cnfuing 
fummer. 

In  die  midft  of  the  alarm  occafioned  by  the  piojeâs  of  the 
Perfian  monarch,  and  the  enterprifes  of  the  king  of  Macedon, 
ambafladors  arrived  from  the  king  of  Lacedsemon,  and  others 
at  the  fame  time  from  the  Megalopolitans,  whofe  city  he  has  be-* 


c  U.  in  PhiL  i.  p.  59. 
d  Cailifih.  ftp.  Plut,  io  PanlL  t.  iL 
PW307. 

*  Strab.  lib.  7.  p.  3: 
374«  Dtod.  Sic.  lib.  16. 
tu.  lib.  7.  ctp.  6. 

^  Plin.  lib.  7.  cap.  37.  p.  395. 

*  Ar  pwa^tf  who  followed  Philip, 


330;  lib.  S.  p. 
P-  434-    Juf- 


naroed  Clideitiu?,  after  that  prioce  was 
woinded,  appeared  with  a  pUftcr  on 
his  eye  (^ian.  Hift.  Auim.  ).  9.  c.  7-} 
t  3a4,<»olivrw(i3,sooL) 
•  Demofth.  Olynth.  3.  |k  35. 
I  Toward  the  month  of  O^ber,  iB 
the  y««r  35|be4br«  Ghrift»* 
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ficged.  ArchldamttS  propofed  to  us  to  join  the  Lacedaemonians, 
and  reftore  the  cities  of  Greece  \o  the  fituation  in  which  they 
were  before  the  late  wars.  AU  ufurpations  and  encroachments 
were  to  be  given  back,  and  all  new  fettlcments  dcftroyed.  The 
Thebans  have  taken  from  «s  Oropus  j  they  were  to  be  forced 
to  reftore  it  :  they  have  razed  Thcfpiae  and  Platsca  ;  they  ihoold 
be  rebuilt  :  they  have  founded  Megalopolis  in  Arcadia,  to  re- 
flrata  the  incurfions . of  the  Lacedaemonians;  it  fliouldbcdc- 
molifhed.  The  orators  and  citizens  were  divided  in  their  opi- 
nions ;  Demofthencs  ^  clearly  ihowed  that  the  execution  of  thi» 
projca  would  indeed  weaken  the  Thebans  our  enemies,  but 
muft  increafe  the  power  of  the  Lacedaemonians  our  allies,  and 
that  ow  fafcty  depended  entirely  on  our  being  able  to  inaintain 
a  proper  balance  between  thofe  two  republics.  Both  parties  We 
united  to  fupport  his  opinion  with  their  fuffrages. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Phocians  have  furnifbcd  the  Lacede- 
monians with  troops,  and  the  Thebans  and  other  ftates  have 
fent  affiaance  to  the  Mcgalopolitans.  Many  battles  have  already 
been  fought,  and,  after,  much  bloodflied,  peace  wiU  foon  be 
concluded  K 

The  war  in  the  northern  provinces  of  Greece  has  not  been 
Icfs  murderous  and  dcftruaive.  The  Phocians,  Boeotians,  and 
Thcflalians,  by  turns  conquerors  and  conquered,  continue  a 
contcft  which  religion  and  national  jealoufy  render  extremely 
cruel  An  incident  that  has  lately  happened  prefents  but  a  me- 
iMicholy  profpea.  Lycophron,  tyralit  of  Pherse  m  Thcffaly, 
has  entered  into  a  league  with  the  Phocians  to  fubjugate  the 
Thcffalians.  The  latter  have  implored  the  affiftance  of  PhiKp,- 
who  has  immediately  haftened  to  their  fuccour.  After  fome 
iodccifivc  anions,  two  fucceffive  defeats  have  obliged  him  to 
ïetire  into  Macedonia-  It  was  imagined  that  he  was  reduced 
to  the  laft  extremity,  and  his  foldiers  began  to  defert,  when,  on 
a  fttddcn,  he  again  appeared  in  Theffaly.  His  troops,  and  thofe 
ofthcThcfTalians  his  allies,  amounted  to  more  than  twenty- 


k  Be«»ft.  pro.  Megalop.  p.  154.     |     î  Di«tsic.  lib.  16.  p.  45$. 

6       • 


Digitized  by 


Google 


240  TRAVELS  IN  GREECE* 

three  thoufand  foot,  and  three  thoufand  horfe«  Onotnarditts, 
at  the  head  of  twenty  thoufand  foot,  and  three  hundred  horfe, 
had  joined  Lycophron.  The  Phocians,  aSter  an  obftinate  re* 
fiftance,  have  been  defeated,  and  driven  toward  the  fea-ihore, 
from  which  was  feen  at  a  diftance,  the  fleet  of  the  Athenians 
conunanded  by  Chares.  The  greater  part  of  the  fugitives,  hav- 
ing thrown  diemfelves  into  the  fea  .10  fwim  to  the  AtJienian 
{hips,  perifhed,  with  Onoraarchus  their  general,  whofe  body 
Philip  caufed  to  be  hung  on  a  gibbet.  The  lofs  of  the  Phocians 
is  very  confiderable  ;  fix  thoufand  were  ilain  in  the  battle,  and 
three  tbcyi^and,  who  had  furrendered  prifoners  at  difcretion, 
have  been  thrown  into  the  fea  as  wretches  guilty  of  facrilege  K 

The  Theflalians,  by  joining  with  Philip»  have  thrown  down 
the  barrier  which  obftruâed  the  progrefs  of  his  ambition.  For. 
fome  years  he  had  fuffered  the  Greeks  to  enfeeble  each  other, 
and  from  his  throne,  as  from  a  watch-tower  \  had  waited  the 
moment  when  fome  of  the  contending  parties  (hould  folicit  his 
aififtance.  He  is  now  authorized  to  interfere^  in  the  aflairs  of 
Greece.  Every  where  the  multitude,  unable  to  penetrate  his 
intentions,  believe  him  inflamed  with  a  zeal  for  religion  ;  on 
every  fide  they  exclaim  that  he  has  awed  his  viâory  to  the  fanc- 
tity  of  the  caufe  which  he  fupported,  and  that  the  gods  have 
chofen  him  to  avenge  the  infult  oflFcred  to  their  altars.  He  had 
himfelf  forefecn  tlie  advantages  to  be  derived  frorfi  fuch  an  opi- 
nion i  and  before  the  battle,  had  commanded  his  fol4iers  to 
crown  themfelves  with  laurels,  as  if  he  marched  to  the  attack  in 
the  name  of  the  divinity  of  Delphi,  to  whom  that  tree  is  confc- 
crated  ". 

Intentions  fo  pure,  and  fuccefs  fo  fplendid,  have  exalted  the 
admiration  of  the  Greeks  to  enthufiafm.  We  hear  of  nothing 
but  this  prince,  his  extraordinary  abilities  and  exemplary  virtues. 
The  following  is  an  anecdote  which  is  related  of  him. 


fc  Id.  libr.  i6,  p.  435,  PaufwJ.  lib.  ic.  I      *  Juftin.  lib.  8.  cap.  I. 
cap.  2.  p.  8oj.  .      I     "*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  a. 
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He  had  in  his  army  a  foldier  renowned  for  his  bravery,  but 
infatiably*  avaricious  °.  The  foldier  had  embarked  for  fome  dif- 
tant  expedition,  and  his  veiTel  having  been  loft,  he  was  caft, 
half  dead,  upon  the  ihore.  A  Macedonian,  who  cultivated  a 
ûnall  field  in  the  neighbourhood,  hearing  of  his  misfortune^ 
haftened  to  his  afTiftance,^  preferved  his  life,  took  him  to  his 
houfe,  gave  up  to  him  his  bed,  and  during  a  whole  month  at- 
tended him  with  unwearied  affiduity,  and  afforded  him  every 
aid  which  pity  and  humanity  could  fuggeft.  He  afterward  fur^- 
nifhed  him  with  the  money  neceffary  to  enable  him  to  return  to 
Philip.  Tpu  (hall  be  convinced  of  my  gratitude,  faid  the  foldier^ 
at  parting,  fhould  I  ever  again  fee  the  king  my  mafter.  He  ar- 
rived, related  to  Philip  his  misfortune,  but  faid  not  a  word  of 
him  to  whofe  humanity  he  was  indebted  for  his  life.  As  a  re- 
compence  for  his  fufTerings  in  the  fervice  of  his  fovereign,  he 
afked  a  fmall  houfe  near  the  place  to  which  he  had  been  car^ 
ried  by  the  waves,  and  which  was  no  other  than  the  houfe  of 
his  benefaâror*  The  king  immediately  granted  his  requeft  ; 
but  being  foon  after  informed  of  the  whole  truth  of  the  tranfac- 
tion,  by  a  letter  from  the  owner  of  the  houfe,  written  with 
much  franknefs  and  fpirit,  he  exprefTed  the  higheft  indignation» 
and  commanded  thé  governor  of  the  province  to  put  the  latter 
again  in  poflei&on  of  his  dwelling,  and  to  brand  the  forehead  of 
the  foldier  with  a  mark  of  infamy. 

This  afkion  has  been  extolled  to  the  ikies  :  I  approve  with- 
out admiring  it.  Philip  himfelf  defervcd  more  to  be  punifhed 
than  the  ungrateful  and  rapacious  foldier  ;  for  the  fubje£k  who 
folicits  an  unjuft  grant,  is  Icfs  culpable  than  the  prince  who  be- 
ftows  it  without  examination.  What  then  ought  Philip  to  have 
done  after  having  branded  the  foldier  with  infamy  ?  To  have 
renounced  the  wretched  prerogative  of  being  gerteroUs  with  the 
property  of  another,  and  to  have  engaged,  by  a  folemn  promife 
to  all  his  fubjeâs,  never  again  to  be  fo  inattentive  in  the  diflri- 
bution  of  his  favours. 

Sencc.  de  Bencf.  lib.  4.  cap.  37. 
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In  the  Archonship  of  Aristodemus, 

The  nth  year  of  the  107th  Olympiad, 

(From  the  'id  ^  July  of  the  year  ^^'i,  to  the  22d  of  Juiy  of  the  yeêf 
35^,  àefore'Cbr^,) 

Letter  of  Apolz-odorus. 

I  HJBVZ  mentioned,  In  one  c^  my  former  letters,  thafe,  to  pre-* 
¥ent  die  excurfions  of  Philip,,  and  confine  him  to  his  own  do* 
nûnions,  it  had  been  reibtved  to  raife  fixty  talents,  and  fend  into 
Thrace  forty  galleys^  wkh  a  powerfiil  army.  After  about 
eleven  months  employed  in  preparations,  we  have  at  laft  raited 
'  five  talents  *,  and  fitted  out  two  galleys^,  the  command  of 
which  was  to  he  given  to  Chftridemtiâ-.  He  was  juft  ready  to 
fidl,  when  a  report  was  i^Mread  that  Phili)»  was  fick,  that  he  was 
dead  ;  on  which  we  immediately  difarmed,  while  Philip  imme<* 
diately  marched  toward  Thermopylx^  He  was  about  to  fall  on 
Fhods  ^,  from  whence  he  might  eafily  have  entered  Attica»  but 
fortunately  w<e  had  a  fleet  on  dfate  aeigfabouringceaft,  which  was 
conveying  a  body  of  troops  to  the  ai&ftam: e  of  the  Phocians. 
Nauficles,  their  general,  immediately  landed  them  as  foon  as 
po£Bible,  and  took  poficffion  of  the  defile  ;  00  which  Philip  aban- 
doned his  defign,  and  retired  toward  Macedonia  ^^ 

We  have  been  much  dated  at  this  event.  Our  allies  have 
congratulated  us  on  it,  and  we  have  decreed  thankfgivings  to 
the  gods,  and  elqgiums  to  the  troops  '.  Wretched  city  !  in 
which  to  take  pofièflîon  of  a  poft  without  oppofition  is  eAeem- 
cd  an  aâ  of  bravery,  and  to  efcape  a  defeat  a  fubjeâ  of  tri"* 
umph  \ 

Some  days  fince,  the  general  afiembly  took  into  confideradon 
our  difputes  witli  the  king  of  Macedon.     Pemofthenes  afcend- 

•  17,000  livres  (1125!.)  .    I  p.  49.  Orof.  l*b.  i^CJip.  la. 

o  Dcmoih  Olynth.  3.  p.  35.  I      *"  Dcmoft.  de  Fait  Leg.  p.  306.  Ulp. 

P  Diod.  lib.  16.  p.  437.  I  ibid.  p.  26s, 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  436.    Demoft.  Phil.  i.  1 
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ti  Ac  roftrum  *,  and  painted,  in  die  ftrongeft  colours,  the  indo« 
lence  and  frivolity  of  the  Adienians,  the  ignorance  and  abfurd 
iBcafiires  o^  their  leaders^  and  the  ambition  and  aétivitf  of 
Philip. 

He  pfopofed  to  fit  out  a  fleet,  to  raife  a  body  of  troops, 
Goinp(^d,  at  lead:  in  part^  of  citizens  S  to  carry  the  war 
into  Maoedonia»  and  not  to  terminate  it,  except  by  an  advan- 
tageous treaty  or  a  decifive  vîâory^  For,  faid  he,  unlefs 
we  fpeedily  attack  Philip  in  his  own  dominions,  it  will  probably 
act  be  long  before  he  attacks  us  in  ours  *.  He  fixed  the  num^ 
ber  of  foUiers  which  it  would  be  neceflary  to  enrol,  and  pro* 
pp&d  means  for  providing  for  their  fubfiftence^ 

Such  meafiires  would  diiconcert  the  fchemes  of  Philip,  and 
prevent  him  ftom  making  war  on  us  at  the  expence  of  our  al- 
lies, whofe  fiiips  he  feizes  with  impunity  v.  They  would  at  the 
fame  time  reanimate  the  courage  of  thofe  who  have  been  oblig- 
ed to  throw  themfelves  into  his  arms,  and  who  bear  die  yoke 
of  his  aUianeô  with  that  fear  and  hatred  which  the  pride  of  an 
ambitious  prince  infpires  K 

JDemofthenes  explained  and  enforced  what  he  propofed  with 
equal  perfpicuity  and  energy.  He  poiTefiës  that  eloquence 
which  compeb  his  hearers  to  recognize  «hemielves  and  their 
condttâ  in  the  morttf  yiilg  piâure  which  he  drew  of  their  paft 
errors  and  jfteScnt  fituation. 

*^  See/'  exclaimed  he,  <<  to  what  a  height  of  audacity  Philip 
has  at  length  surrived  ^.  He  deprives  you  of  the  choice  of  war 
or  peace,  braves  you  with  his  menaces,  and  talks,  as  we  aro 
informed,  in  the  moft  infolent  ftyle.  Not  fatisfied  with  his* 
former  acquifitions,  he  is  ftill  in  purfuit  of  further  conquefts,  ' 
and  while  we  ùt  down  inaâive  and  irrefolute,  enclofes  us  on 
all  fides  with  bis  toils.  When,  therefore,  O  my  countrymen, 
when  will  you  exert  your  vigour  ?  When  forced  by  fome  nc- 


*  Id.  PMlip.  f .  p.  47. 

*  14  ibid.  p.  50. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  49. 
Id.  ibid»  p.  5^. 


y  Id.  ibfd.  p.  52. 
2  Id.  ibid.  p.  48. 
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ceflify.  Juft  heaven  !  what  more  urgent  neceffity  caïi  there  be 
to  freemen  than  the  difgrace  attendant  on  mifconduâ  ?  WiU 
you  perpetually  walk  about  in  the  public  places,  each  inquire 
ing  of  the  other,  **  What  new  advices  ?"  Can  any  thing  be 
moEC  new  than  that  a  man  of  Macedon  fliould  conquer  the 
Athenian»  and  give  law  to  Greece  ?— Is  PhiHp  dead  ? — No  ; 
but  dangeroufly  ill.— How  are  you  ccmceilied  in  thofe  ru- 
mours ?  Even  fhould  he  die,  you  would  foon  raife  up  another 
Philip,  by  your  negligence  and  inertnefs. 

<<  You  lofe  die  time  for  aâion  in  frivokfus  deliberations^ 
Tour  ge'nerals,  inftead  of  appearing  at  the  head  of  your  ar- 
mies, parade  in  the  proceflions  of  your  priefts,  to  add  fplendour 
to  the  public  ceremonies  K    Your  armies  are  only  compofed  of 
mercenaries,  the  diegs  of  foreign  nations,  vile  robbers,  who 
lead  their  chiefs  rather  than  are  led  by  them,  fometimes  into 
the  countries  of  your  allies,  of  whom  they  are  the  terror,  and 
fometimes  to  thofe  of  the  barbarians,  who  deprive  you  of  them  at 
the  very  time  when  you  moft  want  their  afiiftance  ^.    Indecifion 
and  confufion  prevail  in  all  your  preparations'  :  your  projeâs 
have  neither  plan  nut  forefight.    You  are  the  flaves  of  circum- 
ftances,  and  opportunities  perpetually  efcape  you.  like  unfkilftfl 
boxers,  you  never  think  of  guarding  agaiiift  a  blow  till  you 
have  received  it.    If  you  hear  that  Philip  is  in  the  Qierfonefus, 
immediately  you  pafs  a  decree  to  fend  forces  thither.     If  he  is 
.laid  to  be  at  Thermopylae,  inftantly  another  decree  paflcs  for 
the  troops  to  march  thither.     You  hurry  up  and  down,  and 
follow  wherever  he  himfelf  conduârs  you,  but  only  arrive  time 
enough  to  be  witnefles  to  his  fuccefs  ^." 

The  whole  harangue  is  full  of  fimilar  ftrokes.  The  ftyle  of 
Thucydides,  which  the  orator  propofed  to  himfelf  as  a  model, 
it  is  faid,  is  diftin£Uy  perceivable  in  it  ^«  As  I  left  the  aflan- 
Uy,  I  heard  many  of  the  Athenians  lavifhing  their  praifes  on 
Demofthenesy  and  inquiring  what  news  from  the  Phocians. 

r 

b  Id.  ibid.  p.  51.  •      *  Id,  ibid.  p.  53. 

<  Id.  ibid.  p.  50.  I      f  Dianyf.  Halic.  de  Tbocyd.  Ju^* 

d  Id.  ibid.  p.  5».  I  cap.  53.  t.  vi.  p.  P44. 
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You  will  perhaps  put  to  me  the  fame  queftîon*  They  were 
fuppoicd  to  be  without  refource  after  the  yifkory  of  Philip,  but 
they  have  the  treafures  of  Delphi  at  their  difpofal  ;  and  as  they 
have  increafed  the  pay  of  their  troops,  they  attraft  to  their 
ftandard  all  the  mercenaries  who  ramble  oyer  Greece.  The 
faft  campaign  has  produced  nothing  decifire  :  they  have  loft 
feme  battles,  and  they  have  gained  fome  5  they  have  ravaged 
the  country  of  the  Locrians,  while  their  own  lias  been  laid 
wafte  by  the  Thebans  K 

Our  friends,  who  much  regret /your  abfence,  continue  to 
meet  from  time  to  dmc  at  my  houfe.  Tefterday  evening  the 
queftion  was  propofed.  Why  great  men  are  fo  rare,  and  only 
appear  at  tntenrals?  The  debate  on  it  continued  a  longtime. 
Chryfophilus  denied  the  faâ,  and  maintained,  that  Nature  does 
not  favour  one  age  or  country  more  than  another.  Would 
fame,  added  he,  ever  have  celebrated  Lycurgus  if  he  had  been 
bom  a  flavc,  or  Homer  if  he  had  lived  at  a  time  when  the  lan- 
guage of  his  country  was  not  yet  formed  i  Who  can  affirm, 
that  in  our  time,  among  civilized  or  barbarous  nations,  we 
might  not  iSnd  other  Homers  or  Lycurgufes  employed  in  the 
difcharge  of  the  vileft  funâions  ?  Nature,  ever  free,  and  ever 
rich  in  her  produâions,  fcatters  minds  endowed  with  genius 
<wer  the  esurth,  but  circumftances  alone  can  expand  and  perfect 
their  powers* 


Ih  the  Archonship  of  Thessalus, 
The  la  year  of  the  107th  Olympiad, 
(Fromtbe  ItJ  0/ July  0/  lie  year  351^  10  ib^  ^ub  of  July  of  the 
year  350  before  Cbrifl). 

Letter  of  Apollodorus, 

Artemisia,  queen  of  Caria,  is  dead  ;  ftie  has  furvived  her  bro-    • 
thor  and  hufband  Maufolus  only  two  years  ^.     You  know  that 
Maufolus  was  one  of  thofe  kings  whom  the  court  of  Sufa  keeps 
<  Diod*  lib.  z6.  p.  436,  9tc.  |      b  JJ.  3ic.  lib.  i'^.  n.  443. 
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as  it  were  in  gamibn  on  the  frontiers  of  the  empke»  to  defend  - 
its  entrance.  It  is  faid,  that  his  wiie^  who  governed  him^ 
having  gathered  up  his  aihes,  mixed  them»  from  an  exctfs  of 
aflFeaion,  v^ith  her  drink  *.  Her  grief  is  alfo  faid  to  have  been 
the  caufe  of  her  death  ^.  She  has  however  purfued,  widi  no 
lefs  ardour,  the  ambitious  projeâs  with  which  (he  had  infpircd 
him.  By  adding*  treachery  ^  to  a  concurrence  of  fome  fortu<- 
nate  circumftancesj  he  acquired  pofleflion  of  the  iflands  of  Cos, 
Rhodes,  and  feveral  Grecian  cities,  and  Artemifia  has  retained 
them  in  obedience  '°. 

Obferve,  I  entreat  you,  how  falfe  and  fatal  ape  the  idea» 
which  govern  this  world,  and  efpecially  thofe  which  fovereigns 
form  tQ  themfelves  of  poM^çr  and  glory.  Had  Artemifia  u»^ 
derftood  the  true  interefts  of  her  hulband,  (he  would  have 
taught  him  to  leave  fraud  and  oppreflion  to  extenûve  empires,, 
and  to  found  his  own  power  and  honour  on  the  happinefs  of 
his  province  and  the  Ipye  of  the  people,  who  only  a(k  of  their 
governors  not  to  be  treated  as  enemies.  But  (he  wifhed  to 
make  of  him  a  fpecies  of  conqueror.  Both  were  lavifli  of  the 
blood  and  fortunes  of  their  fubjcâs  "  ;  and  with  what  view  ? 
To  embellifli  the  little  city  of  Halicamaffus,  and  render  illuftii- 
eus  the  memqry  pf  a  petty  viceroy  of  tlie  king  of  Perfia- 

Artemifia  neglefled  no  meai^s  vvhich  ihe  imagined  might 
beftow  immortality  on  her  hufband.  She  invited,  by  rewards, 
the  moft  diilinguifhed  men  pf  «genius  to  employ  tliemfelves  in 
recording  the  a£lions  of  Maufolus.  Poems  and  tragedies  have  , 
been  vtrritten  in  his  honour,  and  the  oratory  of  Greece  folicited 
to  compofe  his  eulogium.  Many  of  them  have  entered  the 
lifts  ^,  and  Ifocrates  and  fome  of  his  difciples  have  become 
competitors.  Theopompus,  who  is  employed  in  writing  the 
hiftory  of  Greece,  has  carried  off  the  prize  from  his  mafter. 


'  i  Aul.  G«l!.  lib.  lo.  cap.  t8.    Tal. 
Max.  lib.  4.  cap.  6.  extern.  No.  i. 

^  Theopomp.  ap.  Harpocr.  in  'A^?!^. 
Strab.  lib.  14.  p.  656.    Cicer.  Tuicul. 
Jib-  3-  cap.  ^1,  t.  ii.  p.  326. 
'  JDemofth.  de  Hhod.  Libert,  p.  144* 


"  M.  ibid,  p,  147. 

°  Theop.  ap.  Harpocr.  ic  }âtiù^iu 

°  Aul.  Cell.  lib.  la.  cap.  iS.  Plut. 
X-  Rhct.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  838.  Suid.  io 
Ifocr.  Taylor,  Ledï.  Lyf.  cap.  3. 
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mdliad  the  weaknefe  to  boiift  of  hi» fuccef»i*.  I  eue  dafy  aiked 
him  whether,  while  ivriting  the  panegyric  of  a  man  whofe 
fordid  avarice  had  ruined  fo  many  famiKés,  the  pen  did  not 
frequently  drop  from  his  hand  ^.  He  anfweredj.  I  have  now 
fpoken  as  an  orator  ;  another  time  I  ihall  ^ak  as  an  hiAorian. 
^Such  is  the  falfehood  and  bafene&  of  which  eloquence  permits, 
itfelf  to  be  guilty,  and  which  we  have  the  meannefs  to  pardon. 

Artemifia  at  the  fame  time  cavfed  to  be  built  ft)r  MaJifobis 
a  tomb,  which  apparently  will  only  immortalize  the  artifts  cm- 
ployed  in  its  conftruâion.  I  liave  feen  the  plan  of  it  :  it  is  a 
Jong  fquare,  foiur  hundred  and  eleven  feet  in  circuit.  The 
principal  paif  of  the  edifice»  furrounded  by  thirty-fix  columns^ 
is  to  be  decorated  on  its  four  fronts  by  four  of  the  moft  famous 
fculptors  in  Greece,  Briaxie,  Scopas,  'Leochares,  and  Timo^ 
theus.  Above  is  to  be  a  pyramid,  on  which  is  to  be  placed  a 
car  with  four  horfes.  The  car  v/ill  be  of  marUe,  and  by  the 
hand  of  Pythis*  The  total  heigttf  of  the  jnonument  is  to  be 
one  hundred  and  forty  feet'^. 

It  B  already  in  great  forwardncfs  ;  «nd  ^s  Idrieus,  who  fuc- 
ceeds  his  fifter  Artemifia^  does  hot  intereft  himfdf  fo  much  as 
the  late  queen  in  its  completion,  the  artifts  have  declared  that 
'  they  will  confider  it  as  an  honour  and  duty  to  finifh  it  without 
requiring  any  reward  *•  The  foundations  have  been  laid  in  the 
middle  of  an  open  place  I^id  out  by  Maufolus  ^,  on  a  piece  of 
ground  naturally  difpofed  in  the  form  of  a  theatre,  which  ex- 
tends in  a  defcent  to  the  fea.  The  traveller,  vrhea  he  enters 
the  harbour,  cannot  but  furvey  the  fcene  which  prefents  itfelf 
widi  admiration.  On  one  fide  is  thç  royal  palace,  and  on  the 
other  the  temple  of  Venus  and  Mercury,  fituated  near  the  foun- 
tain of  Salmacis.    In  front  the  public  market  extends  atoog  the 


P  Theop.  ap.  Evfeb.  Prsep.  Erang. 
lib.  la  cap.  5.  p.  464. 

^  Id.  ap.  Harpocr.  et  Soid.  in  hUv- 
#a»x. 

'  PHn.  lib.  36.  cap.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  728. 

*  If  Piii^,-  in  the  df  fcription  of  this 
edifice,  made  ufe  of  Grecian  meafures, 


the  411  feet  in  circuit  will  be  reduced 
to  388  feet  a  inches  Frenqh(4i3i  feet 
Eng.);  and  the  140  feetjn  height  to 
132  feet,  %  inches,  S  lines,'Frcnch  (140 
feet  7  inches  Eng.) 

•  PHn.  ibid. 

^  yitniY.  lib.  i.  cap.  S. 
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ihore  ;  beyond  which  is  the  open  place  abovementioned  ;  and 
ftill  faitheri  the  citadel  and  temple  of  Mars,  on  the  top  of  wfakh 
is  a  coloflsd  ftatue.  The  tomb  of  MaufoluSi  intended  to  fix  the 
eye  after  it  has  relied  a  moment  on  thefe  fuperb  edifices,  will 
no  doubt  be  one  of  the  fineft  monuments  in  the  world  "  $  but 
it  (hould  have  been  confecrated  to  the  memory  of  a  benefaâor 
to  mankind. 

Idricus,  when  he  afcended  the  throne,  received  orders  from 
Artaxerxes  to  fend  a  body  of  auxiliaries  againft  the  kings  of 
Cyprus,  who  have  revolted.  Fhocion  commands  them  in  con« 
junâion  with  Evagoras,  who  formerly  reigned  in  that*  iiland. 
Their  intention  is  to  begin  by  the  fiege  of  Salamis  *• 

The  king  of  Perfia  has  more  extenfive  views  :  he  is  making 
preparations  for  the  conqueft  of  Egypt  I  hope  you  will  al* 
ready  have  taken  proper  meafures  for  your  fecurity.  He  has 
demanded  troops  from  us,  and  from  the  other  ftates  of  Greece* 
We  have  refufed  him,  and  fo  alfo  have  the  Lacedaemonians  :  it 
is  fufficient  for  us,  that  we  have  let  him  have  Phocion,  The 
Grecian  cities  of  Afia  have  already  promifed  him  fix  thonfaad 
men.  Thebes  will  furntfh  him  with  one  thoufand,  and  Argos 
with  three  thoufand,  which  will  be  commanded  by  Nicoftratus, 
an  able  general,  but  whofe^  frenzy  it  is  to  imitate  Hercules.  In 
battle  he  wears  a  lion-ikin  orver  his  fhoulders,  and  'carries  a 
club  in  his  hand.  He  is  fent  by  the  particular  defire  of  Artax- 
wxes  y. 

For  fome  time  ,paft,  we  have  let  out  for  hire  our  generals, 

foldiers,  and  failors,  to  the  kings  of  Perfia,  who  have  always 

been  very  defirous  to  have  Greeks  in  their  fervice,  for  whom 

they  pay  a  great  price.    Various  motives  compel  our  republics 

to  confent  to  this  traffic  :  the  neceffity  of  ridding  themfelves  of 

foreign  mercenaries,  whom  the  peace  renders  ufelefs,  and  who 

are  a  burden  to  the  ftate  j  the  defire  of  procuring  for  their 

q^zens,  impoveriflied  by  war,  a  pay  that  may  reftore  their  for-« 

^'  I  ■         I  ■ .  "^ 

"  Id.  ibid.    Strab.  lib.  |4*  P-  ^z^-  I      '  I>iod.  Sic.  Ub.  16.  p.  44»^ 
f^^.m-.  \     y  W,  ibid.  p.  44».         ^ 
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• 
tones  ;  the  fear  of  lofing  the  protefbion  and  alliance  of  the 
great  king  ;  and,  laftly,  the  hope  of  obtaining  fuch  a  pecuniary 
donation  as  may  repleniih  the  exhaufted  public  treafury.  The 
Thebans  have  juft  received  from  Artaxerxes  *  the  fum  of  three 
hundred  talents  *.  We  are  infulted  by  a  king  of  Macedon»  and 
bought  by  a  king  of  Perfia  :  are  we  not  fuf&ciently  degraded  i 


In  the  Archonship  of  Apollodorus, 

The  3d  year  of  the  107th  Olympiad, 

(From  the  lUb  of  July  of  the  year  350,  to  the  30/Â  of  June  of  tke 
year  349,  before  Cbrtfl.) 

We  received  the  threç  foUowiog  Letters  on  the  fame  day. 
Letter  of  Nicetas. 

I  LAUGH  at  the  fears  with  which  many  people  wiili  to  in« 
fpire  us.  The  power  of  Philip  can  never  be  durable  ;  it  is  on- 
ly founded  on  perfidy,  falfehoodi  and  perjury  ^.  Pie  is  detcited 
by  his  allies,  whom  he  has  frequently  deceived  ;  by  his  fubjeds 
and  foldiers^^haraflcd  and  exhaufted  by  expeditions  from  which 
they  derive  no  advantage  \  by  the  principal  ofBcers  of  his  army, 
who  are  punilhed  if  they  do  not  fucceed  in  an  entcrprifc,  and 
mortified  if  they  do  ^  for  he  is  fo  jealous,  that  he  would  fqpntr 
pardon  them  a  fhamef ul  defeat  than  too  brilliant  fucccfs.  They 
live  in  mortal  fear,  ever  expofcd  to  the  llanders  of  the  courtiers, 
and  the  envious  fufpicions  of  a  prince,  who  has  referved  to  him- 
felf  all  the  glory  that  can  be  acquired  in  Macedon  ^. 

His  kingdom  is  in  a  deplorable  fituation  ;  its  harvefts  fail,  its 
commerce  is  deftroyed.  Poor  and  weak  in  itfelf,  it  is  flill  more 
enfeebled  by  its  aggrandizement  *^.  The  flighteft  reverfe  of  for- 
tune veill  overturn  that  profperity  which  Philip  owes  only  to 
»■  — ' 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  438.  I  9.  cap.  8. 

-*  1,620,000  livres  (67,5001.)  I      *  Demofth.  Olynth.  a.  p.  13,  et  ad 

■  Demofth.  Olynth.  2.  p.  ai.    Pau-  I  Philip.  Epift.  p.  118, 
Cts.  lib.  S.  CRp,  7«  f.  ^i%%    Juftin.  lil?.  |      ^  Id.  ibid. 
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the  incapacity  of  our  generals»  and  to  the  methods  of  comip» 
tkm  which  he  has  fo  (hamefuUy,  but  fo  fuccclsfully,  employed 
tlifoughout  Greece  ^. 

His  pardÊins  extol  fab  peribnal  qnaHties^  but  I -will  repeat 
ta  you  what  I  have  hçAvi  from  tbofe  who  hare  had  opportunL- 
iies  to  Tiew  him  near,  and  obferve  his  real  charaâer. 

Propriety  ançi  regularity  of  manners  cannot  procure  his  c^ 
ileem,  but  vice  is  almoft  always  rewarded  with  his  friendfhip  % 
If  e  difdains  the  man  who  is  only  virtuous,  repulfes  the  man  of 
knowledge  and  experience  who  gives  him  advice  ^,  and  courts 
flattery  with  as  much  eagernefs,  as  flattery  courts  other  princes» 
Whoever  would  pleafe,  obtain  his  favour,  and  be  admitted  to 
his  private  parties,  muft  have  a  conftitution  ftrong  enough  to 
j)artake  in  his  debauchery,  and  taients  to  amufe  him  and  excite 
his  laughter.  A  few  pleafantries,  ftrbkcs  of  fatire,  witticifms, 
verfcs,  and  obfcene  fongs,  are  fufficient  to  obtain  his  higheft  fs- 
vour  ;.  on  triiich  account,  if  ^vc  except  Antipater,  Farmenio, 
and  two  or  three  other  men  of  merit,  his  court  is  only  a 
wretched  aiTembly  of  knaves,  muficians,  ftoets,  and  buffoons  ^, 
who  applaud  him  right  or  wrongl  Ferions  of  this  defcriptioa. 
throng  to  Macedon  from  every  part  of  Greece. 

Callias,  who  is  fo  expert  a  buffoon  ;  Callias,  not  long  fince 
the  public  flave  of  this  city,  from  which  he  has  been  driven,  is 
now  one  of  his  principal  courtiers  •*.  Agathocles,  another  flave, 
"has  raifed  himfclf  to  preferment  by  the  fame  means  3  Fhilip,  to 
reward  him,  has  placed  him  at  the  head  of  a  detachment  of  his 
troops  '  :  and,  laflly,  Thrafydaeus,  the  fillieft  and  groflfeft  of  flaU 
tercrs,  has  juft  obtained  a  fovereignty  in  ThefTaly  *. 

Thefe  delpicable  men  are  publicly  called  the  friends  of  the 
king,  and  the  (courges  of  Macedon  '  ;  their  number  is  e^cef^ 
(ive,  aiul  their  power  boundlefs.     Not  fatisfied  with  the  trea- 


«I  Id.  dc  Fair.  LtfT.  p.  334,  341,  &c, 

^  Demonh.Olyttfa.  1.  p.23.  Theop. 
sp.  Atben.  lib.  6.  p.  %6  i. 

f  Ifocr.  Ep.  ad  Philip,  t.  i.  p.  437. 

S  Demoftb.  Olynth.  2.  p.  23.  Theop. 
ibut.  lib.  Xo.  p.  439*    Id.  ap.  Polyb.  in 


Excerpt.  Val.  p.  ar. 

^  Demofth.  Olynth.  9.  p.  24. 

i  Theop.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  6.  cap.  47. 
p.  159. 

•^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  13.  p.  24p. 

'  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  cap.  ip.  p.  16^, 
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Jiires  which  he  laviflies  on  them,  they  perfecute  die  honeR  cilir 
zens  and  ^efpoil  them  of  their  prpperty,  or  iacrifice  them  ta 
their  reyenge  "*.  With  them  he  riots  in  the  moft  (hamcful  ixv* 
temperance»  paSng  whole  nights  in  drinking,  alaoft  continual^ 
ly  intoxicated  and  furious,  ftrUdng  eveiy  one  who  approa€he« 
kiixiy  and  committing  exceiTes  which  cannot  be  recoUeaedwithf* 
out  a  bluih  °. 

It  is  not  only  within  the  walls  of  his  palace,  that  he  thus  de- 
grades the  dignity  of  the  throne,  but  he  diflionours  it  in  the  face 
of  nations.  Have  we  not  fecn  him,  when  lately  he  was  among 
the  TheflUians,  i»  famed  for  their  intemperance,  invite  them  to 
frequent  entertainments,  intoxicate  himfclf  with  them,  amufe 
them  with  his  pleafantries,  ieap,  dance,  and  aft  by  turns  tlic 
part  of  the  buflFoon  and  pantomime  °  ? 

No,  Anacharfis,  never  can  I  believe  that-fuch  a  ftage-player 
va3  bora  to  enflave  Greecç. 


Letter  of  Apollodorus. 
Received  on  the  fame  day  with  the  preceding. 

I  cANMpT  get  rid  of  my  fears  for  the  prefent  ftatc  of  Greece. 
In  vain  do  I  hear  my  countrymen  boaft  of  the  number  of  its  in- 
habitants, the  valour  of  its  foldiers,  and  the  fplendour  of  their 
ancient  vi{!lories.  In  vain  am  I  told,  that  Philip  will  fet  bounds 
to  his  conquefts,  and  that  his  enterprifes  have  hitherto  been 
coloured  by  fpecious  pretexts.  I  fear  the  infufficiency  of  our 
means  of  defence,  and  I  diftruft  his  real  intentions. 

The  dates  of  Greece  are  enfeebled  and  corrupted  ;  they  have 
no  longer  laws  or  citizens,  any  idea  of  real  glory,  or  zeal  for  the 
good  of  the  country  :  every  where  we  only  lee  vile  mercenaries 
in  the  place  of  foldiers,  and  plunderers  inftead  of  geneials* 

Our  republics  will  never  unite  againft  Philip.  Some  arc  en- 
gaged in  a  Vrar  which  mud  complete  their  deftnifkion,  and  o- 


™  Id.  ibid.  Kb.  6.  p.  7^,  1  °   Id.  ibid.  lib.  6,  cap.  27.  p.  26Q. 

*  Id.  ibid,  et  lib.  la  cap.  10.  p.  439.  | 
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thers  have  nothing  in  common  but  jealoufies  and  claims  which 
muft  prevent  their  unions.  The  example  of  Athens  might 
perhaps  make  a  greater  impreffion  on  them  than  their  private 
intercfts  j  but  here  nothing  is  fecn  but  fcftivak  and  fliows.  We 
endure  the  infults  of  Philip  with  the  fame  courage  as  our  fore- 
fathers braved  dangers.  The  impetuous  eloquence  of  DemoC- 
thenes  cannot  roufe  us  from  our  fupinenefs.  When  I  fee  him 
afcend  the  roftrum,  I  feem  to  hear  him  cry,  amidft  the  tombs 
of  our  ancient  warriors,  Tc  extinâ  aOies,  ye  dry  bones,  arife^ 
and  defend  your  country. 

On  the  other  fide,  obfcrve  that  Philip,  the  fingle  confident  of 
his  own  fecrets,  the  fole  djfpcnfer  of  his  treafures,  the  moft  able 
general  of  Greece,  the  braved  foldicr  in  his  army,  forefees,  con- 
ceives, and  eifecutes  every  thing  himfelf,  anticipates  events,  de- 
rives advantage  from  them  when  that  is  poflible,  and  yields  to 
them  when  to  yield  is  necefTary  ^.  Remember  that  his  troops 
are  extremely  well  difciplined  '  ;  that  he  exercifes  them  inceC- 
fantly  )  that  in  time  of  peace  he  makes  them  perform  marches 
of  three  hundred  ftadia  *,  with  arms  and  baggage  *  ;  that  at  all 
times  he  is  at  their  head  ;  that  he  removes  them  with  an  alarm- 
ing expedition  from  one  extremity  of  his  kingdom  to  the  other  ; 
and  that  they  have  learned  of  him  to  make  no  différence  be- 
tween fummer  and  winter,  between  fatigue  and  reft  ^  Recoi- 
led, that  if  the  interior  country  of  Macedonia  exhibits  marks  of 
the  calamities  of  war,  he  has  found  abundant  refources  in  the 
gold  mines  which  appertain  to  him,  in  the  fpoils  of  the  cities 
and  ftates  he  has  conquered,  and  in  the  trade  of  the  nations 
which  begin  to  frequent  the  ports  he  has  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  in  Theffaly.  Obferve,  that  fince  he  has  been  on  the  throne, 
he  has  propofed  to  himfelf  but  one  objeâ,  which  he  has  had 
the  courage  leifurely  to  profecute  ;  that  he  takes  no  ftep  with- 

'  llemoflh,  Philip.  4.  p.  10».  Id.         •  Pol>Kn.  Strateg.  lib.  4.  cap.  «.  € 
de  Coron,  p.  475.  la 

^  Id.  Olynth.  i.  p.  i.  t  Demofth.  Philip.  4.  p.  pa.    Id.  ad    • 

*■  W.  ibid.  a.  p.  23.  Philip.  Epitt.  p.  p.  up. 

^  More  than  dcven  leagues.  "j 
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out  mature  refleâion,  nor  proceeds  to  a  iecond  till  he  is  afiured 
of  the  fuccefs  of  the  firft  $  that  he  is  befides  aâuated  by  an  in- 
fatiable  third  of  glory,  which  he  feeks  in  the  midft  of  dangers^ 
in  the  thickeft  of  the  battle,  and  wherever  it  in  ly  be  deareft 
purchafed  "•  Remember,  in  fine,  that  his  operations  are  always 
guided  by  times  and  places.  The  frequent  revolts  of  the  Thra- 
cians,  Illyrians,  and  other  barbarous  nations,  he  quells  with  his 
viâorious  armies  ;  while  he  attacks  the  ftates  of  Greece  with  in- 
curfions  to  try  their  ftrength,  apologies  to  juftify  his  enterpril'cs, 
artifices  to  divide  and  enfeeble  them,  and  the  poifon  of  corrup- 
tion to  reduce  them  to  flavery  *. 

He  has  infeded  them  with  that  deftruâive  and  fatal  conta- 
gion which  withers  honour  to  the  roots  *  :  he  retains  in  his 
pay  the  public  orators,  the  principal  citizens,  and  even  entire 
cities.  Sometimes  he  gives  up  his  conquefts  to  his  allies,  who 
thus  become  the  inflruments  of  his  ambition  till  they  may  be 
made  its  viftims  *.  As  meh  of  genius  and  abilities  have  al- 
ways confiderable  influence  on  the  public  opinion,  he  maintains 
with  them  a  conftaht  correfpondence  *,  and  offers  them  an 
afylum  at  his  court  when  they  are  diiTatisfied  with  the  treat- 
ment they  receive  from  their  country  **. 

His  partifans  are  fo  numerous,  and,  when  occafion  requires^ 
{b  well  feconded  by  his  fecret  négociations,  that,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  doubts  which  may  be  entertained  of  the  regard  he  pays 
to  his  word  or  oath,  and  notwithflanding  all  ought  to  be  con- 
Tinced  that  his  hatred  is  lefs  fatal  than  hisi^iendfhip,  the  Thef- 
falians  have  not  hefitated  to  throw  themfelves  into  his  arms, 
and  many  other  ftates  wait  only  a  fit  opportunity  to  follow 
their  example. 

Yet  an  idea  of  feeblenefs  is  flill  annexed  to  his  power,  be- 
caufe  wehgve  as  yet  only  feen  it  in  its  infancy.  I  have  heard 
many  perfbns,  and  even  men  of  good  undcrilanding,  fay,  that 


"  Id.  Oljmth.  a.  p.  «3. 
*  Id.  de  Cor.  p.  475  ci  48».    Juftin. 
lib.  9.  c»p.  8.  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  451. 
^  Id.  de  Halon.  p.  71.  De  FaJLT.  Leg. 


P'  334»  34».  ^^' 
«  Id.  ae  Fall.  Lc 


'  P-  3^5- 


g-P- 
"  Ifocr.  Ep.  ad  Pbil. 
b  .£l€hin.  de  Fair.  Leg.  p.  4M* 
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the  projeâs  attributed  to  Philip  are  much  beyond  the  ftrengtîà 
of  his  Icingdom  ^  as  if  the  queftion  merely  relatied  to  Macedo* 
nta»  fuch  as  it  formerly  was»  and  not  rather  to  an  empire 
xrhidi»  durizig  ten  years,  has  been  forming  by  progreflivc  and 
confdidated  angtncntations,  ami  to  a  prince  whole  genius  ia-^ 
creafes  a  hundred  fold  the  refources  of  his  ftates,  and  whofe 
aâivîty,  no  Ids  aflxmiihiftg,  multiplies  in  die  fame  propoittoit 
the  number  of  his  troops  and  tlie  moments  of  his  life* 

In  Tain  may  we  iatter  oitrfelves  that  this  life  is  pafled  in  li»- 
cectioufneifi  and  debauchery  ^  in  vain  may  calumny  rcprefent 
him  to  us  as  the  moil  defpicable  and  diâbiute  of  men  ^^  The 
time  viâch  other  fovcscigns  lofe  in  the  infipidity  of  indcdence, 
he  gives  to  his  pleafiires  ^  and  that  which  diey  beftow  on  their 
pieafures  he  dedicates  to  the  intefelts  of  his  kingdom.  Would 
to  heaven,  tibat  inftead  of  die  vkes  attributed  to  him,  he  had 
other  defeâs  (  that  he  'vras  devmd  of  penetcation,  obftinate  in 
his  opinions,  inattentive  îb  his  choice  of  minifters  and  generals, 
and  that  he  conduâed  his  eiiterprifes  without  vigilance»  or  any 
regular  plan  I  Philip  has  perhaps  the  defeâ  of  admiring  men 
of  wit,  as  if  he  himfelf  did  not  poiic&  more  than  any  perfon*  A 
ftroke  of  pleafantry  may  pleafe,  but  cannot  govern  him* 
'  in  fine,  our  orators,  to  infpire  the  |30opie  with  confidence^ 
inccffimdy  tell  them  that  a  power  founded  on  injuftice  and  per- 
fidy cannot  fubfift.  Without  doubt  it  could  not,  if  other  ftates 
were  not  equally  perfidious  and  unjuft  ;  but  the  reign  of  vir- 
tue is  over,  and  it  now  appertains  to  force  abne  to  govern 
mankind. 

My  dear  Anacharfis^  vf.'hcn  I  refleâ  on  the  aftonifiiing  pro- 
grefs  which  Philip  has  made  in  a  few  years,  and  when  I  think 
on  that  ailèmblage  of  eminent  qualities  and  favourable  drcum- 
ftances  of  which  I  have  here  given  you  the  iketch,  I  cannot 
avoid  concluding  that  Philip  was  born  to  endave  Greece. 

■  ■-       ■  l.-^i  ■!■■■■ ■  .1       i^  *        ■  ■■  I. 

*  Poî)b^  in  Excerpt.  Valef.  p»  ate 
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Letter  of  Callim edon* 
ILeccived  mi  die  ùmt  day  widr  the  two  preceding  letters, 
t  ADORE  Philip  :  he  loves  glory,  genius,  women  **,  and  wine 
On  the  throne  he  is  die  greateft  of  kings  =,  in  fociety  the  moft 
tmiaUe  of  men*  How  does  he  exhibit  to  adtantage  Hie  wit  of 
others  j  and  how  mudi  are  others  enchanted  with  that  which 
lie  himfelf  difplays  !  What  eafe  and  poKtenefs  in  his  manner  ! 
trhat  tafte  in  all  he  fap,  and  what  grace  in  all  he  does  ! 

The  king  of  Macedon  is  fometimes  obliged  to  treat  the*  van- 
quilhed  harihly  j  but  Philip  is  htimane,  mild,  affable  f,  and  ef- 
fcntially  good  :  I  am  furc  he  is,  for  he  wifhes  to  be  beloved  »  j 
and  befides  I  have  heard  it  laid  by  I  know  not  whom,  perhaps 
by  myfelf,  that  wfioevcr  is  fûch  a  friend  to  mirth  and  j^eafan- 
try  can  never  be  bafc  and  crueL 

His  anger  is  enkindled  and  exdnguiOied  in  a  moment.  With- 
eut  gall  or  rancour,  he  is  as  much  fuperior  to  offence  as  to  praife. 
Our  orators  load  him  with  the  moft  infolent  reproaches,  and 
his  fubjeâs  themfdvesr  frequently  tell  him  difagreeable  truths. 
He  fays,  tfiat  he  is  imder  obligations  to  the  former,  becaufe  they 
teach  him  to  correâ  his  faults  ^  j  atid  to  the  latter,  becaufe  they 
inftruu  him  in  his  duties*  A  woman  of  the  lower  clafs  of  pec-' 
pie  came  to  him,  entreating  him  to  terminate  her  law-fult«  t 
have  not  time,  anfwered  he.  Why  then  do  you  continue  on  the 
âurone  ?  returned  (he.  He  felt  the  force  of  this  reply,  and  im- 
mediately not  only  heard  and  decided  her  fuit,  but  ordered  aH 
the  caufes  which  were  pending  to  be  brought  before  him  *.  An- 
other time  he  fell  afleep  during  the  pleadings,  and  yet  condemn- 
ed one  of  the  parties  to  pay  a  fine.  **  t  appeal,"  exclaimed  the 
perfon  againft  whom  he  gave  fentence.  "  And  to  whom  da 
you  appeal  ?"    **  To  the  king,  when  more  attentive."    Immc- 


^  Atfien.  lib.  13.  p.  578.  Plut.  Con- 
p^p  Prapccpt.  t.  ii.  p.  141.  Id.  Apophth. 
p.  178. 

^  Cicer.  de  Offic.  lib.  i.  cap.  2$,  t. 

ÎM^p.-20^ 


f  Id.  ibid. 

f  Juilin.  lib.  9.  cap.  8. 

•»  Flat.  Apophth.  t.  il  p.  Vfl^ 

i  Id.  ibid.  p.  179. 
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diateljihe  reyifed  the  proceedings,  acknowledged  his  error,  and 
paid  himfelf  the  fine  he  had  impofed  K 

Would  you  know  whether  he  foxgets  the  fervioes  which  have 
been  rendered  him  :  He  had  received  fome  from  Philon  while 
he  was  a  hoftage  at  Thebes,  ten  years  ago  at  leaft.  Not  long 
fincc  the  Thebans  fent  deputies  to  him,  among  the  number  of 
whom  was  Philon.  The  king  wiihed  to  load  him  with  his  fa* 
vours  *  ;  and  meeting  only  with  refufals,  **  Why,"  faid  he,  •*  do 
you  envy  me  the  glory  and  pleafure  of  excelling  you  in  confer- 
ring  benefits  "*  ?" 

After  the  taking  of  a  certain  city,  one  of  the  prifoners,  who 
were  put  up  to  fale,  claimed  his  friendfhip.  The  king,  furprif- 
ed,  ordered  him  to  be  brought  near  him.  He  was  fitting,  and 
the  (Iranger  whifpered  him  :  Let  your  robe  flail  lower,  for  your 
pofture  at  prefent  is  not  decent.  He  is  right,  exclaimed  Phi- 
lip, he  is  my  friend,  let  him  be  fct  at  liberty  \ 

I  might  relate  to  you  a  thoufand  anecdotes  of  his  mildneis 
and  moderation.  His  courtiers  advifed .  lum  feverely  to  puniih 
Nicanor,  who  never  ceafed  to  blame  his  adminiftration  and  his 
conduél  :  but  he  replied  :  **  This  man  is  not  the  worft  of  the 
Macedonians,  and  perhaps  I  am  in  fault  for  having  negleâed 
him."  He  immediately  inquired  into  his  cafe,  learned  that  Ni- 
canor was  irritated  by»  his  necelBties,  and  afforded  him  relief. 
Nicanor  afterward  oijly  fjpoke  of  him  in  terms  of  the  higheft 
eulogium  ;  and  Philip  faid  to  his  accufers  :  '^  You  now  fee  that 
it  depends  on  a  king  to  caufe  or  prevent  the  complaints  of  his 
fubjeâs  *>.**  Some  other  perfon  having  indulged  in  fcvere  but 
witty  pleafantries  at  his  expenc6,  the  courtiers  propofed  to  the  . 
king  to  banifli  him.  "  I  fliall  take  care  not  to  do  that,"  faid 
Philip  ;  "  for  he  will  then  go  and  fay  every  where  elfe  ,what  he 
has  faid  here  p." 

At  the  fiege  of  fome  town  he  had  his  collar-bone  broken  by 
a  flone.    The  furgeon  who  drefied  his  wound  afked  him  to 


fc  Id  ibid.  p.  178.  I      ^  Id.  ibid, 

I  DemoAh.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.'3X4<  I      '^  Id.  ibid.  p.  177. 

»  Flat.  Apopbth.  t.  ii.  p.  178.  |     »  Id.  ibid. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE.  357 

gaeat  hmi  a  farour  ^.     '<  I  cannot  refufe  you/'  faid  I4ûlip  fmiU 
ing  ^  **  for  you  have  mc  by  the  throat  *." 

His  court  is  the  afylum  of  genius  and  pleafure  ;  magnificence 
Ohbcs  in  his  feftivals,  and  wit  and  mirth  prefide  at  his  enter- 
tainments. Thefe  are  faâs.  I  trouble  myfelf  but  little  about 
his  ambition.  Can  you  fuppofe  it  any  great  misfortune  to  live 
under  fiich  a  prince  ?  If  he  comes  to  attack  us^  we  {hall  fight 
him  \  and  if  we  are  Vanquiihed^  he  will  only  require  us  to  laugh 
amd  drink  with  him. 


Ik  THft  ArcHonship  of  Callimachus, 

The  4th  y«ar  of  the  107  Olympiad, 

{From  tèe^otb  of  June  of  the  year  349,  to  tbe  i^tb  of  July  qf  the 

year  348,  before  Gbrift.) 

While  we  wete  in  Egypt  and  Perfia,  wc  availed  ourfelves 
of  every  opp<»tunity  to  tranfmit  to  our  friends  at  Athens  an  ac- 
count of  what  we  had  obferved  in  our  travels.  Among  all  my 
papers  I  have  only  found  the  following  fragment  of  a  letter, 
which  I  wrote  to  ApoUodorus  fome  time  after  our  arrival  at 
Su{a>  one  of  the  capitals  of  Perfia. 


Fragment  of  a  letter  of  Awacharsis.  . 
We  have  pafled  through  fevcral  provinces  of  this  vaft  em- 
pire. At  Perfepolis,  though  out  eyes  have  been  for  fome  years 
familiarized  to  the  monuments  of  Egypt,  we  beheld  with  ailo- 
niOimcnt  the  tombs  excavated  in  the  rock  to  a  prodigious  ele- 
vation, and  the  palace  of  the  Perfian  kings.  The  latter,  it  is 
faid,  was  built  near  two  centuries  ago,  under  the  reign  of  Da- 
rius die  fbn  of  Hyftafpes,  by  Egyptian  workmen,  whom  Cam- 


*l  Id.  itttd.  I  in  ycmr  hand."  The  Greek|word  which 

•  The  orignal  text  fays»  •*  Take  |  fignifies  the  colUr-bonc,  means  alfo  a 
what  you  pleafe,  fur  you  have  the  key  |  key. 

Vcl.   III.  R 
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byfes  bad  brought  into  Perfia '.  A  triple  enclofure  of  waU$, 
one  of  which  is  fixty  cubits  high  *  ;  gates  of  brafs  ;  innunlerabie 
columns,  fome  feventy  feet  in  height  5  large  blocks  of  marble, 
fculptured  in  bas-relief,  and  containing  an  infinite  number  of 
figures  '  ;  fabterraneair  paiTages,  in  which  are  depofited  immenfe 
fums  \  all  difplay'  magnificence  aiftd  fear  ^  for  this  palace  fenres 
at  the  fame  time  as  a  citadel  ^. 

The  kings  of  Perfia  have  caufed  oth^  palaces  to  be  biult, 
Icfs  fumptuous  indeed,  but  of  wonderful  beauty,  at  Sufa,  Ecba* 
tana,  and  in  all  the  cities  in  which  they  pafs  the  different  fea« 
fon$  of  the  year. 

They  have  alfo  fpacious  parks  which  they  call  paradifes^ 
»nd  which  are  divided  into  two  parts.  In  the  one,  armed  with 
arrows  and  javdins,  they  purfue,  on  horfeback,  through  the 
forefts,  t^  deer  which  aire  (hut  up  in  them  »  f  )  and  in  the 
other,  in  which  the  art  of  gardening  has  exhaufted  its  utmoil 
efforts,  they  cultivate  the  moft  beautiful  flowers,  and  gathjcr  the 
moft  deliciou§  fruits.  They  are  not  lefs  attentive  to  adorn 
thefe  parks  with  fuperb  trees,  which  diey  commonly  difpole  in 
the  form  called  quincunx  \  In  various  places  we  meet  with 
fimilar  paradife^  which  appertain  to  the  fatraps  or  die  gran« 
dees  y. 

But  our  attention  was  ftill  more  engaged  by  the  confpicifous 
protection  and  encouragement  which  the  fovereign  grants  to 
agriculture,  and  that  not  by  fome  tranfient  favours  and  rewards, 
but  an  enlightened  vigilance,  more  powerful  than  càiGts  and 
laws.  He  appoints  over  every  diftriâ  two  fuperintendanfs,  one 
for  military  and  the  other  for  civil  affairs.  The  office  of  the 
former  is  to  preferve  the  public  tranquillity,  and  that  of  the 
latter  to  promote  the  progrefs  of  induttry  and  agriculture.  If 
one  of  thefe  (hould  not  difcharge  his  duty,  the  other  may  com* 


'  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  I.  p.  4.3. 

♦  85  French  (or  90^  Englifli)  feet. 
'  Chardin.  Corn.  Le  Bra;,  o,  Ôcc 

*  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  17.  p/544. 

"  BriC  de  Regn.  PcrC  lib.  i,  p.  xop. 


"  fXenoph.  d^  TnMir.  Cy.  lib.  x.p.  il, 
*  id  Mr-mor.  i).  5.  p.  8x9. 
y  Id.  Exped.   C)r.   iib.    I.   p.  246. 
Quint.  Guru  lib.  8.  cap.  z. 
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plam  of  him  to  the  governor  of  the  province,  or  the  ibvercign  ' 
himfelf,  who,  from  time  to  time,  vifits  a  part  of  his  dominions^ 
If  the  monarch  fees  the  country  covered  with  trees,  harvefts^ 
and  all  the  produflions  of  which  the  foil  is  cajiable,  he  heaps 
honours  on  the  two  officers,  and  enlarges  their  government  i 
but  if  he  finds  the  lands  uncultivated,  they  are  direfUy  dif- 
placed,  and  others  appointed  in  their  ftead,  Conuhiffioners  of 
incorruptible  integrity  exercifc  the  fame  juftice  in  the  diftridis  ■ 
through  which  the  fovereign  does  not  pafs  '. 

In  Egypt  we  have  often  heard  fpcak  with  the  gfeateft  eulo- 
giums  of  that  Arfames  whom  the  king  of  Pcrfia  had  for  many 
years  paft  called  to  his  councils.     In  the  ports  of  Phoenicia  we 
were  (hown  citadels  newly  built,  a  number  of  Ihips  of  war  on 
the  ftocks>  and  timber  and  rigging  which  has  been  brought 
from  various  places.    For  diefe  advantages  the ,  empire  is  in- 
debted to  the  \dgilance  of  Arfames*     Some  induftrious  citizens 
faid  to  us.  Our  commerce  was  threatened  with  fpeedy  ruin," 
but  the  wife  meafurcs  of  Arfames  have  re-cftabiiihed  it.     We 
were  informed,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  important  ifland  of 
Cyprus,  after  having  long  experienced  the  evils  of  anarchy  ^, 
had  fubmitted  to  the  king  of  Per  fia  ^   and  that  this  alfo  was  to 
be  afcribed  to  the  wife  politics  of  Arfames.     In  the  interior 
parts  of  the  empire^  fome  aged  officers  faid  to  us,  with  tears  in 
their  eyes.  We  have  ferved  the  king  faithfully,  but,  in  the  dif- 
tribution  of  his  favours,  we  were  forgotten.     Wc  addreffed 
ourfelves  to  Arfames,  though  he  was  unknown  to  us  }  and  he 
has  procured  us  a  comfortable  old  age,  without  fpeaking  of  his 
benefaâions  to  any  perfon*     An  individual  added»   Arfames, 
prejudiced  againfl  me  by  my  enemies,  believed  it  his  duty  to 
lay  on  me  the  rigorous  hand  of  authority  ^  but  foon  after,  being 
convinced  that  I  was  innocent,  he  font  for  me,  and  I  found  him 
much  more  affliâed  at  what  had  pafled  than  I  was  myfeif.    He 
entreated  me  to  affift  him  to  make  reparation  for  an  z&  of  in-» 

'  Id.  Memor.Iibi  5.  p.  8t8<  *  Diod^Sk.  lib.  16.  p.  449. 

*  Rij        • 
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juftice  which  rent  his  heart,  and  made  me  promife  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  him  whenever  I  fliould  have  need  of  prote£Hon  ;  nor 
have  I  ever  folicited  him  in  vain. 

His  fecret  infli^ence  every  where  infpires  all  minds  with  aûî- 
vity.  Military  men  fdicxtate  thcmfclvcs  on  the  emulation  which 
he  maintains  among  them,  and  the  people  on  the  peace  v^ch 
he  has  negociated  for  them,  notwithftanding  almoft  infurmqunt- 
able  obftaclee.  In  fine,  the  nation  has,  by  his  prudence,  been 
again  raifed  to  that  high  rank  of  refpeâability  among  foreign 
powers  which  it  has  loft  by  unfortunate  wars* 

Arfames  is  no  longer  in  the  miniftry  ;  he  paâes  a  peaceful 
Jîfé  at  his  country  feat,  about  forty  parafangs  diftant  from 
Sufa.  His  friends  Cell  remain  attached  to  him  :  thofe  whofc 
merit  he  has  called  into  aûion  remember  his  benefaâions  or 
his  promifea  )  and  all  frequent  his  palace  trith  more  affiduity 
than  if  ht  were  ftill  in  place. 

Chance  has  conduced  us  to  his  chatming  retreat,  and  his 
kindnefs  retained  Us  there  during  fevoral  months  v  nor  do  I 
know  when  we  ihall  be  able  to  leave  a  fociety  whkh  Athens 
could  only  equal"  at  the  time  when  politcnefs,  propriety,  and 
good  tafte,  reigned  moft  unrivalled  in  that  city. 

This  fociety  conftitutes  the  happinefs  of  Arfames,  and  he  is 
its  delight  and  ornament.  His  converfation  is  animated,  eafy, 
and  intercfting  ;  frequently  enlivened  with  fallie»  which  efcape 
him  with  furprifing  facility  and  rapidity,  and  ever  embelliflied 
by  the  Graces,  and  a  gaiety  which,  like  his  happinefs,  is  com- 
municated to  all  about  him»  His  difcourfe  is  entirely  free  from 
all  claims  of  fuperiority  or  tinfuitable  and  afièûed  cxpreflîons } 
in  the  midft  of  the  grçatcfteafc  and  negligence,  heobferves  the 
moft  perfea  politenefs,  arid  his  ftyle  is  that  of  a  man  who  pof- 
fcflfes,  in  the  moft  eminent  degree,  the  gift  of  plcafing,  and  the 
moft  exquifite  difcemment  of  propriety. 

This  happy  union  when  he  finds  it,  or  Imagines  that  he  has 
found  it,  in  others,  particularly  imprefies  him  in  their  favour. 
He  liftens  with  an  obliging  attention  :  he  applauds  with  tranf- 
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port  a  fally  of  wit,  provided  it  be  rapid  ;  a  novel  thought,  if  it 
be  juft  ;  and  a  great  fentimeut,  if  It  be  not  exaggerated. 

In  the  intercourfe  of  friendfhip,  his  agreeable  qualitieS|  ftill 
more  difpla*yed,  feem  every  inftant  to  ihow  themfclves  for  the 
firft  time.  He  exhibits  in  his  lefs  intimate  connexions  a  facili- 
ty of  manners  of  which  Ariftotle  had  conceived  the  model. 
We  often  meet  with  minds  fo  feeble,  faid  he  to  me  one  day, 
that  they  approve  every  thing,  that  they  may  offend  no  perfon  ; 
and  others  who  approve  nothing,  at  the  riik  of  difpIeaCng  every 
one  **.  There  is  a  medium  between  thefe  two  kinds  of  beha- 
viour, for  which  our  language  has  no  name,  becaufe  very  few 
people  ace  able  to  attain  to  it.  It  is  a  natural  difpofition,  which, 
without  having  the  reality,  poffefles  the  appearances,  and,  in 
fome  degree,  the  charms  of  friendfhip.  He  who  is  endowed 
with  it,  equally  avoids  to  flatter  or  offend  the  felf-love.of  any 
perfon.  He  pardons  weakneffes,  endures  defers,  is  not  eager 
to  hold  up  every  abfurdity  to  ridicule,  or  forward  to  give  ad- 
vite,  and  knows  bow  fo  properly  to  proportion  the  attention  and 
regard  which  he  teftifies  for  others  ^,  that  all  witli  whom  he 
convcrfes  believe  they  have  obtained  from  him  that  degree  o£ 
aflfeôion  or  efteem  of  which  they  are  defirous. 

Such  is  the  charm  which  attraâs  and  fecures  the  hearts  of 
all  who  approach  Arfames.  It  is  a  fpecies  of  general  benevo- 
lence, the  more  inviting  with  him,  as  it  is  united,  without  an 
effort,  to  the  fplendour  of  glory  and  the  Cmplicity  of  modcfty. 
One  day  an  opportunity  offered  to  fpeak,  in  liis  prefence,  of  his 
great  qualifies  :  he  haftened  to  expofe  his  defe£ls.  Another 
time,  when  the  converfation  turned  on  fome  meafures  of  which 
he  had  the  direflion  during  his  miriiftry,  we  wiflied  to  fpeak  of 
the  fuccefs  of  his  plans,  but  he  himfclf  only  fpoke  of  the  mif- 
takes.he  had  committed.  » 

His  heart,  eafily  moved,  is  inflamed  at  the  relation  of  a  noble 
aâion,  and  affeâed  in  the^moft  lively  manner  by  the  fufferings 

b  Ariftot.  de  Mor.  lib.  4.  cap.  12.  t.  I      ^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4-  cap.  14.  p,  5C 

S.p.  54.  I 
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of  the  unfortunate,  whofe  gratitude  he  excites  without  exaâing^ 
it.  In  his  houfe,  and  around  his  eftate,'  are  found  numerous 
inftances  of  the  exertion  of  that  generous  beneficence  which 
prevents. all  wiihes,  and  fatisfies  all  wants.  Already  lands 
which  had  beed  abandoned  are  covered  with  harvefts,  and  the 
poor  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  countries,  whofe  foUcita- 
tlons  are  anticipated  by  his  benefits,  pay  him  a  tribute  by  which 
he  is  much  more  afiêâed  than  by  their  refpeâ. 

My  dear  Apollodorus,  it  is  the  province  of  hiftory  to  cele* 
brate,  in  the  diftinguiflied  manner  in  which  he  merits,  a  minifter 
who,  in  pofiefllon  of  unlimited  favour  from  his  fovcreign/  and 
retaining  no  kind  of  flatterers  in  his  pay,  has  laboured  fingly 
for  the, glory  and  happinefs  of  his  nation.  I  have  communicated 
to  you  the  firfl  imprefiions  which  he  made  on  us,  and  fhall  per- 
haps hereafter  tranfmit  to  you  other  particulars  of  his  charac- 
ter. Tou  will  no  doubt  pardon  me  this  :  travellers  o\ight  not 
to  negleâ  fuch  inftruâive  details  ^  for  certainly  the  defcriptioa 
of  a  great  man  is  well  worth  a  fumptuous  edifice. 


Letter  of  Apollodorus. 
You  know  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  dominions  of 
Philip,  in  maritime  Thrace,  a  country  called  Chalcidice  extends 
along  the  fea-(hore,  where  formerly  fettled  fevcral  Greek  colo- 
nies, of  which  the^principal  is  Olynthus  ;  a  ftrong,  opulent,  and 
very  populous  city,  which,  fituated  in  part  on  an  eminence,  at« 
trails  from  far  the  eye  of  the  traveller,  by  the  extent  of  its  walls, 
and  the  beauty  of  its  edifices  ^. 

Its  inhabitants  have  more  than  once  exhibited  the  mod  fignal 
proofs  of  courage.  When  Philip  afcended  the  throne,  they 
were  on  the  point  of  concluding  an  alliance  with  us  ;  but  he 
contrived  to  prevent  this*  by  feducing  us  by  his  promifes,  and 
them  by  his  favoiirs  *•     He  increafeâ  ihcir  territories  by  ceding 

<i  'l'huc>d.  i.b.  I.  ca^,.  63.  Dio(i.  Sic.  I      *  Demoft.  Olymh.  %.  p.  'i%> 
lib.  a6«p.4T2.  '{ 
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to  tKem  Antfaemus  and  Poddaea,  of  which  he  had  made  himfdf 
mailer  ^ .  Moved  by  this  generofity,  they  hare  fufiered  him, 
during  fereral  years,  to  increafe  his  power  without  oppofition  ; 
and  if  by  accident  they  have  taken  any  umbrage  at  it,  he  has 
immediately  difpatched  ambafladors  to  them,  who,  fupported 
by  the  numerous  parttfans  which  he  takes  care  to  keep  in  pay  in 
'that  city,  have  eafily  quieted  thefe  tranfient  alarms ^. 

Their  eyes  have  at  length  been  opened,  and  they  have  re« 
refolved  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  us  K  They  have  be* 
fides  for  a  long  time  refufed  to  deliver  up  to  the  king  two  of  hia 
brothers  by  another  mother,  wbo  had  fled  to  them  for  refuge, 
and  who  might  aflèrt  claims  to  the  throne  of  Macedon^.  He 
now  employs  thefe  pretexts  to  complete  the  defign  which  he  has 
k>ng  conceived  of  adding  Chalcidice  to  his  dominions.  He  has 
obtsûned  poileffion,  without  difficulty,  of  fome  cities  of  the 
country,  and  the  reft  will  foon  fall  into  his  hands  K  .Olynthus 
is  threatened  widi  a  fiege,  and  has  fent  deputies  to  folicit  our 
ai&ftance.  Demofthenes  has  fpoken  in  their,  behalf  >,  and  the 
aiTembly  has  adopted  his  opinion,  in  defpite  of  the  oppofition  of 
Demades,  an  eloquent  orator,  but  fufpeâed  of  maintaining  a 
correfpondence  with  Philip  **.  ' 

Chares  had  fet  fail  with  thirty  galleys  and  two  thoufand 
light-armed  troops  ^,  On  the  coaft  near  to  Olynthus,  he  met 
with  a  fmall  body  of  mercenaries,  in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of 
Macedon  ;  and,  contented  with  having  put  them  to  flight,  and 
taken  their  leader,  furnamed  tie  ^od,  returned  to  enjoy  his 
triumph  at  home.  The  Olynthians  have  not  been  fuccoured  ; 
but,  after  fome  Sacrifices,  by  way  of  thankfgiving,  our  general 
has  given  an  entertainment  to  the  people  in  the  forum  <',  who. 


f  Id.  PbiKp.  1.  p.  66.  Philip,  p.  4. 
X04. 

S  Id.  PUlip.  3.  p.  87  et  9h 

fc  Id  Olyinh.  3.  p.  36.  &c. 

I  Joftiii.  lib.  8.  cap.  3.  Orof.  lib.  3. 
etp.  12.  p.  173. 

K  Diod«  Sic.  lib.  16,  p.  4^0. 

I  Dcmoft.  Olymb.^  Plut  X*  Rhftor. 


Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  84^. 

™  Suid.  in  AtiM^. 

■  Philoch.  ap  Dionyf.  Halic,  Epiff. 
ad.  Amm.  de  Dcmoft.  et  Arift.  cap.  p. 
t.  vi.  p.  734. 

^  Theop.  et  Duns,  ap  Athen.  hb.  13. 
cap.  8.  p.  532.  Arguqp.  Ôlyoth*  3.  ap. 
Pemoft.  p*  34* 
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in  the  intoxication  of  their  joy>  have  decreed  him  a  crowxi  of 
gold. 

The  Olynthians  in  the  mean  time  having  fent  to  us  other 
deputies,  we  have  difpatched  to  their  afliftance  eighteen  galleys» 
four  thoufand  foreign  light-armed  foldiers,  and  a  hundred  and 
fifty  horfe^,  under  the  conunand  of  Charidemns,  who  excels 
Chares  only  in  villany.  After  having  ravaged  Ûxc  neighbour- 
ing country,  he  hag  entered  the  city,  where  he  every  day  fig-» 
nalizes  himfelf  by  his  inteirqierance  and  debauchery  ^. 

Though  many  people  here  maintain  diat  this  war  is  foreign 
to  us  ^^  I  am  perfuaded  that  nothing  can  be  of  more  import- 
ance to  Athens  than  the  prcfcrvation  of  Olynthns.  Should 
Philip  obtain  pofiblBon  of  that  city,  what  can  prevent  him  from 
immediately  invading  Attica  ?  Wc  have  only  between  htm  and 
us  the  Theflaiians  who  are  his  allies,  the  Thebans,  who  are  our 
enemies,  and  the  PKocians,  wlio  are  too  weak  evcQ  to  defend 
diemfelves  ^. 


Letter  of  Nicetas. 

I  EXPECTED  that  Philip  would  take  fome  imprudent  ftep.  Air 
ter  having  long  been  careful  to  remain  on  good  terms  wiA  the 
Olynthians,  whom  he  feared  S  he  has  fudd^nly  advanced  within 
forty  ftadia  *  of  their  city  ;  and  when  they  fent  deputies  to  him 
to  demand  what  were  his  intentions,  his  anfwer  was,  "  You 
muft  either  quit  your  city,  or  I  my  kingdom  «."  He  has  then 
forgotten  that,  nof  long  fincc,  the  Olynthians  compelled  his  far- 
ther Amyntas  to  cede  to  them  a  part  of  his  territoricsj  and  that 
they  afterwards  made  an  obftinate  refinance  to  bis  arms,  when 
^reinforced  by  thofe  of  the  Laccdxmonians,  whoie  afliftance  he 
had  implored  \ 


"  Philoch.  ap.  Dionyf.  Hâlic.  Epift. 
ad  Amro.  de  Demoft.  et.  Arift.  cap.  9- 
1.  vi.  p.  754. 

^  Theop.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  To.  p.  4^5. 

'  Ulpian.  in  De  molt.  Olyntfa.  i.  p.  6. 

'  DcmoK.  Oljnih.  i.  p.  4. 
6 


*"  M.  Olynth.  3.  p.  26. 
•  About  a  league  and  a  half. 
«  Id.  Philip.  3.  p.  87. 
'  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grate,  lib.  5.  p.  55^. 
Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  341. 
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It  is  fuid  that  immediately  on  his  anival  he  has  defeated 
them.  But  how  will  he  be  able  to  force  thofe  walls  which  art 
has  fertilted,  and  which  are  defended  by  a  whole  army  i  This 
confifts,  ftrft,  of  ten  thoufand  infantry  and  a  thoufand  caralry, 
raîfed  in  Chakidke  ;  and  next,  of  a  number  of  brarc  warriors 
"whom  the  beficged  hare  received  from  their  ancient  allies  ^  :  add 
to  diefc  the  troops  of  Gharidemus,  and  the  new  reinforcement 
of  two  thoufand  heavy-armed  infantry  and  three  hundred  ca- 
valry, all  Athenians,  which  we  have  juft.fent  oflF**. 

PhiBp  would  never  have  engaged  in  diis  enterprife  had  he 
forefeen  its  confequences.  He  had  imagined  that  he  ihould  car- 
ry all  before  him  at  the  firft  onfct.  He  is  likewifc  preyed  on 
by  another  fecret  difquietude.  The  Thefialians,  his  allies,  will 
foonbe  among  the  number  of  his  enemies.  He  had  taken 
from  them  the  city  of  Pagafx  ;  they  demand  it  to  be  rcftored  : 
he  intended  to  fortify  MagneGa  ;  they  oppofe  his  defi  : .  he 
received  certain  duties  in  their  ports  and  markets;  they  propofc 
to  rcferve  them  to  themfelve?  ;  and  if  he  is  deprived  of  them> 
how  will  he  pay  diat  numerous  army  of  mercenaries  which  con- 
ftitutes  his  whole  ftrength  ?  It  is  prcfumed,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  the  Illyrians  and  Paeonians,  little  accuftomcd  to  fervitude 
will  foon  ihake  off  the  yoke  6f  a  prince  whole  viûories  have 
rendered  him  infolent  *, 

What  would  we  not  have  given  to  have  engaged  the  Olyn- 
thilans  againft  him  !  The  event  has  exceeded  our  moft  fanguinc 
hopes.  You  win  doubtlefs  foon  learn  that  the  power  and 
glory  of  Philip  have  been  dafiied  to  ^toms  againft  the  ramparts 
pi  Olynthus. 


Letteh  of  Apollodorus. 
Philip  maintained  a  correfpondencc  in  Eubœa,  fecretly  con- 
veyed troops  thither,  and  already  had  gained  poffeffion  of  the 


«  Dcmoft.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  3.35.  I  Amm.  de  Demoft.  cap.  9.  t.  vi.  p.  JJS- 

^  Pbiiocb.  ap.  Dionyf.    Halic.    ap.  |      >  Denoft.  Olynth.  I.  p.  4* 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^  066  .  TRAVELS  IK  GREECt^ 

greater  part  of  its  cities.  Mafter  of  that  ifland,  lie  would  foan 
have  been  fo  of  all  Greece.  At  the  requeft  of  Plutarchus  of 
Eretria,  we  fent  off  Fhocion,  with  a  fmall  number  of  troops» 
cavalry  and  infantry  ^*  We  relied  on  the  partifans  of  liberty, 
and  the  foreigners  whom  Plutarchus  had  in  his  pay.  But  cor» 
ruption  had  made  fo  great  a  progrefs,  that  the  whole  ifland 
rofe  againft  us,  Phocian  was  in  the  moil  imminent  danger,  and 
we  were  obUged  to  make  the  remainder  of  the  cavalry  march 
€0  his  afliftance  '• 

Fhocion  occupied  an  eminence,  which  was  feparated  by  a 
deep  ditch  from  the  plain  of  Tamyna  ^.  The  enemy,  who  had 
for  fome  time  held  him  befieged,  refolved  at  length  to  drive 
him  from  his  poft.  He  faw  them  advance,  and  ftill  continued 
quiet }  but  Plutarchus,  in  contempt  of  his  orders,  quitted  his 
entrenchments  at  the  head  of  the  foreign  troops,  was  followed  by 
our  cavalry,  and  both,  attacking  in  diforder,  were  put  to  flight. 
The  whole  camp  fhuddered  with  indignation  ;  but  Phocion  re- 
ftrained  the  courage  of  his  foldiers,  under  pretence  that  the 
aufpices  were  not  favourable.  The  moment,  however,  that  he 
faw  the  enemy  break  down  the  ramparts  of  the  camp,  he  gave 
the  iignal  for  the  attack,  brilkly  repulfed  them,  and  purfued 
them  into  the  plain  :  the  a£tion  was  bloody,  and  the  viâory 
complete.  The  orator  j£fchines  brought  us  (he  news  of  this 
battle,  in  which  he  had  diftinguiflied  himfelf  ^ 

Phocion  has  driven  from  Eretria  that  Plutarchus  who  tyran- 
nised over  it|  and  from  Euboea  all  the  petty  defpots  who  had 
fold  themfelves  to  Philip.  He  has  placed  a  garrifon  in  the  fort 
of  Zaretra,  to  fecure  the  independence  of  the  ifland,  and,  after 
a  campaign  which  all  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  military 
affairs  highly  admire,  has  returned  again  to  mix  undiilingu'm- 
ed  with  the  other  citizens  of  Athens. 

The  two  following  anecdotes  will  prove  his  wifdom  and  hu- 
inanity.  Before  the  battle,  he  forbade  his  officers  to  prevent  de- 

y  Plut,  in  Phoc.  t.  i;  p.  747.  I      *  Plut.  ibid. 

*  Dcmçfth.  hi  Mid.  p.  639.  I     *  iEfchin.  dc  Falf.  Leg.  p.  412. 
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imion,  which  he  Taîd  would  clear  the  army  of  a  ttiultitttde  of 
cowardly  and  mutinous  foldiers.  After  his  viâory,  he  ordered 
that  all  the  Greek  prifoners  ihould  be  fet  at  liberty,  left  the 
people  (hoidd  take  revenge  on  them  by  fome  a£t  of  cruelty  ^* 

In  one  of  our  late  converfaticms»  Theodorus  entertained  us 
with  a  difcourfe  on  the  nature  and  motion  of  the  celeftial  bo- 
dies. The  only  compliment,  however,  which  Diogenes  paid 
him,  was  by  aiking  him  whether  it  was  long  fince  he  carae 
down  from  heaven  ^«^  Fanthion  afterward  read  to  us  a  work 
of  excei&ve  length.  Diogenes,  who  fat  near  him,  from  time 
to  time  caft  his  eyes  on  the  manufcript,  and  perceiving  that  he 
approached  the  end,  fuddenly  exclaimed,  <<  Land,  landj  xxxf 
friends  I  have  patience  but  a  moment  longer  ^J* 

Soon  after,  fome  perfon  aiked  by  what  figns  a  traveller  may 
know,  immediately  on  his  arrival  in  any  city,  that  education  is 
negleéied  there.  Plato  anfvv'cred,  **  If  he  finds  that  phyfidans 
^nd  judges  are  neceffary  ^." 


Ik  the  Archonship  of  Theophilus, 

The  firil  year  of  the  loSth  Olymipad, 

(Frêm  the  litb  qf  July  of  the  year  348,  io  the  Sib  of  July  of  th^ 
year  347  b^ore  Cbrifl.) 

XiBTTEE  OF  ÂP0LL0D0RUS. 

A  FEW  days  fince,  walking  without  the  Thracîan  gate,  we  faw 
a  man  on  horfeback  arrive,  riding  full  fpecd.  We  ftopped 
him,  and  inquired  whence  he  came,  and  whether  he  knew  any 
thing  concerning  the  fiege  of  Olynthus.  I  have  been  to  Ppti- 
dsea,  anfwered  he,  and  on  my  return  I  no  longer  faw  Olyn- 
thus  *•  At  thefe  words  he  left  us,  and  in  a  moment  was  out 
of  fight.     We  returned  into  ihe  city,  and  found  it  in  univcrfal 

«  Pl^*.  Î'   ^\t\r,  t.  i.  p.  747.  I      f  PUt.  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  405, 

à  Di-   LaMT   Ii'1.6.  §^0.  I      S  A^ath.  ip.  I'faoc,  p.  133^;. 

'  1 . .  ib;a.  §  38.    is\}  moi.  in  V^ym.  \ 
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«onftematioii  at ,  the  calamitous  &ite  which  has  bcFallen  Olyo^ 
thus. 

Thatoty  is  no  more  :  its  riches,  its  forces,  its  allies,  and  the 
fourteen  dioufand  men  which  we  fent  to  its  aid  at  different 
times,  all  have  not  been  able  to  fave  it  K  Philip,  repulfed  on 
cveiy  aflault,  daily  loft  numbers  of  his  men';  but  traitors 
which  it  contained  within  its  trails  every  day  haftened  the  mo- 
tnent  of  its  ruin.  The  king  of  Macedon  had  purchafed,  by 
bribes,  both  its  magi^rates  and  its  genetals^r  The  prmcipal  of 
fhefe,  Eutbycrates  and  Lafthenes,  delivered  into  his  hands»  at 
one  time,  five  hundred  horfemen  whom  they  commaiuled  ^  ; 
and,  after  other  aâs  of  treachery  not  lels  fatal,  gave  him  «i- 
trance  into  the  dty,  which  was  immediately  given  up  to  pil- 
lage. Houfes,  porticos,  temples,  every  thing  has  been  dcftroyed 
•by  fire  and  fword,  and  foon  it  will  fcarcely  be  known  where 
Olynthus  formerly  ftood  ^  Philip  has  caufed  the  inhabâtants 
to  be  fold  for  flaves»  and  put  to  death  two  of  his  bvothers,  who 
had  for  feveral  years  made  that  city  their  afylum  ", 

All  Greece  is  alarmed,  and  fears  for  its  power  and  liberty  \ 
Every  place  is  furrounded  by  fpies  and  enemies,  and  how  may 
h  be  poffible  to  guard  againft  the  univerfal  venality  ?  How 
ihall  we  defend  ourfelves  againft  a  prince  >vho  has  often  faid, 
and  who  has  proved  his  words  by  fads,  that  there  are  no  walls 
which  a  beaft  of  burden  laden  with  gold  will  not  eafily  make 
his  way  over  ^.  Other  nations  have  applauded  the  thundering 
decrees  which  we  have  enaâed  againft  thofe  who  have  betray- 
ed the  Olynthians  p  *  We  muft  likeyrife  do  juftice  to  the  con- 
querors, who,  indignant  at  this  afl:  qf  perfidy,  openly  upbraided 
the  principal  perfons  concerned  in  it  with  their  guilt,  and  called 
them  traitors   to   their  country.    Euthycrates  and  Lafthenes 


h  Dcmofth.  de  Falf.  Leg.   p.  ^^S* 
Diocyf.   Halic.  £p.  ad  Amm.  t.  vi.  p. 

i  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  l6,  p.  450. 
k  Ocmofth.  ibid. 

«  Id.  Phil.  |.  p.  8p.   Suab.  lib.  f.  p. 
121.    Diod.ibid. 


"  Orof.  lib.  3.  cap.  it.  Juûin.  lib. 
8.  cap.  3. 

«*  Agath.  ap.  Phoc.  p.  1334. 

<*  Plut.  Apophth.  t.  ii.p.  178.  Cfccr. 
ad  Attic,  lib-  I.  Epift.  16.  t.TÎii.  p.  75. 

p  t  pemoftb.  de  FalC  Leg.  p.  335. 
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ccHnplakied  of  their  behayionr  to  Philip»  who  farcaftically  ve- 
pKcd,  <*  The  Macedonian  foldiers  are  vcrj  rude  and  uapoUâi-^ 
ed,  they  will  call  a  fpade  a  fpade  *  *." 

While  the  Olynthians,  laden  with  chains,  watered  with  thdr 
tears  the  afhes  of  their  country,  or  were  driven  in  crowds  along 
the  public  roads,  at  the  pleafure  of  dieir  new  mailers  %  -Philip 
dared  to  offer  up  thanks  to  heaven  for  the  evils  of  which  he 
had  been  the  author,  and  celebrated  fuperb  games  in  honour 
of  the  Olympian  Jupiter  '•  He  had  invited  to  the  entertain- 
ment, which  concluded  this  odious  feftival,  the  moil  celebrated 
artifts  and  the  moft  diftinguiflied  aâors.  -  There,  in  the  intoxi- 
cation of  viâory  and  j^eafure,  the  king  anticipated  or  fatisfied 
the  wiflies  of  all  prefent,  and  lavifhed  on  them  his  favours  or 
his  promifes.  Satyrus,  the  excellent  comic  aâor,  kept  a  raoum- 
furfilence,  which  the  king  perceiving,  reproached  him  with 
his  melancholy  :  **  Is  it,"  faid  he,  **  becaufe  you  doubt  of  my 
generofity  or  my  efteem  ?  Have  you  no  favour  to  folicit  ?'*  **  I 
could  alk  one,"  replied  Satyrus,  *'  which  depends  entirely  on 
you  ;  but  I  fear  a  refufal.'*  «  Speak,"  faid  Philip,  •«  and  be 
certain  you  (hall  obtain  whatever  you  rcqueft." 

••  The  clofeft  connexions  of  hofpitality  and  friendfliip,"  re- 
plied the  aâor,  **  fubfifted  betweeti  myfelf  and  Apollophanes 
of  Fydna.  He  was  put  to  death  on  a  falfe  accufation,  and  left 
only  two  daughters,  yet  very  young.  Their  relations  fent  them 
to  Oiynthus,  as  a  place  of  fecurity  ;  they  are  now  in  chains, 
their  fate  depends  on  you,  and  I  venture  to  folicit  their  liberty. 
I  have  no  other  intereft  in  this  than  the  prcfervation  pf  their 
honour.  My  intention  is  to  give  them  marriage  portions,  tm 
choofe  them  hufbands,  and  to  prevent  their  doing  any  thing 
unworthy  of  their  father  and  of  his  friend."  The  whole  ban- 
queting-hall  refounded  with  the  applaufes  which  Satyrus  me- 
rited ;  and  Philip,  more  affeded  than  any  other  perfon,  imme- 


P  Plut.  Apophth.  t.  ii.  p.  178. 

*  Theteare'the  exaâ  words  of  Plu- 
tirch,  though  the  proverbial  expreffion 
û  not  retauncd  in  the  French. 


^  Demollb.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  34X. 
''  Id.  ibid.  p.  312.    .^chin.  de  FalC 
Leg.  p.  420.   Diod.  Sic  lib.  16.  p.  45  if 
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diatcly  commanded  the  two  young  captives  to  be  fet  àt  liberty^ 
and  delivered  to  Satyrus.  This  aâ  of  clemency  is  the  more 
noble,  as  ApoUophanes  was  accufed  of  having  been  one  of  the 
confpirators  who  deprived  Alexander,  the  brother  of  Philip,  of 
his  life  and  crown* 

I  have  not  mentioned  the  war  of  the  Phocians  ;  it  dill  con- 
tinues, without  any  remarkable  incidents  having  taken  place  ^ 
Heaven  grant  it  may  not  terminate  like  that  of  the  Olynthi- 
ans! 


Letter  of  Nicetas. 


My  cxpcûations  have,  I  own,  been  totally  difappointed  by  the 
calamitous  termination  of  the  fiege  of  Olynthus  ;   becaufe  it 
was  impoffible  I  fliould  forefee  the  deplorable  blindnefs  of  the 
people  of  that  city.  Their  ruin  is  folely  to  be  attributed  to  their 
not  having  exterminated  the  party  of  Philip  in  its  birth.     They 
had  at  the  head  of  their  cavalry  Appllonides,  an  able  general, 
and  an  excellent  citizen,  whom  tliey  fuddenly  baniflied  •,  be- 
caufe the  partifans  of  Philip  had  contrived  to  render  him  fuC- 
pe£led.     Lafthenes,  and  hi^  aflbciate  Euthycratea,  whom  they 
appointed  in  his  place,  had'  recçived   from  Macedon  timber, 
herds  of  oxen,  and  other  riches,  which  they  were  in  no  condi- 
tion to  acquire.     Their  conneûion  with  Philip  was  glaring, 
yet  the  Olynthians  could  not  perceive  ft.     During  the  ficgc, 
their  leaders  manifeftly  aded  in  concert  with  the  king,  yet  ûic 
Olynthians  Hill  placed  full  confidence  in  them.     It  was  uni- 
yerfally  known  that  Philip  had  fubjeûed  the  cities  of  Chalci- 
dice  more  by  bribes  than  the  force  of  his  arms,  yet  this  example 
was  loft  on  the  Olynthians  ^ 

The  fate  of  Euthycrates  and  Lafthenes,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  in  future  terrify  thofe  who  might  be  bafe  enough  to  be 
guilty  of  fimilar  treachery.    Thefe  two  wretches  have  perifhed 


•  Id.  Phil.  3.  p.  p3  ct  94.  t  Id.  dc  Falf.  Ug,  p.  lii^ 
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tkitcxMj  ".  Philip,  who  defpifeSy  though  he  employs  traitors^ 
has  thought  proper  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  outrages  of  the 
ibldiers,  who  have  at  laft  torn  them  in  pieces. 

The  taking  of  Oiynthus,  inftead  of  deflrbying  our  hopes»  has 
fervedonlyto  raife  them.  Our  orators  have  kindled  all  the 
ardour  of  the  love  of  liberty  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  We 
have  fent  off  a  great  number  of  ambafladors  %  every  where  to 
endeavour  to  excite  enemies  againft  Philip,  and  to  procure  a 
general  aflembly  of /the  Grecian  ftates  tp  deliberate  on  the  war. 
It  is  to  be  held  here.  .ZBfchines  is  gone  to  the  Arcadians^ 
who  have  promifed  to  accede  to  the  league.  The  other  ftate» 
are  beginning  to  be  in  motion,  and  all  Greece  will  foon  be  un- 
der arms. 

The  republic  is  no  longer  folicitous  to  preferve  appearances. 
Befides  the  decrees  which  we  have  pafled  againft  thofe  whofe 
treachery  has  been  the  occafion  of  the-  deftruâion  of  Olynthus» 
we  have  publicly  received  fuch  of  the  inhaUtants  as  have  been 
able  to  make  their  efcape  from  its  flames,  and  from  flavery  ^. 
By  thefe  vigorous  meafures,  Philip  will  perceive  that  the  dis- 
pute between  him  and  us  can  no  longer  be  carried  on  by  furtive 
attacks,  remonftrances,  négociations,  and  projefts  of  peace. 


Let  FEB  OF  Apollodorus. 
The  15  th  of  Thargclion  *. 

Tou  win  ihare  in  our  grief  :  an  unexpeâed  death  has  deprived 
us  of  Plato,  who  died  on  the  7th  of  this  month  f ,  on  his  birth- 
day '•     He  had  not  been  able  to  avoid  going  to  a  marriage  en- 


"  Id.  de  Gherfon.  p.  80. 

*  Demofth.  dc  Falf.  Le^.  p.  295. 
£rchin«  ibid.  p.  4«4.  Id.  m  Ctefipfa. 
p.  437.    Diod.  Sic.  lib*  16,  p.  450. 


noIo;i(i>  are  divided  cwncernm^ç  tlie 
year  and  rbe  day  on  which  Plato  died  ; 
but  it  appears  that  the  difference  can 
only  be  a  few  mo  .ths.     (See  Dodwei 


y  Senc.  in  Excerpt.  Gontrov.  t.  iii.    d'  Cyc'.  Dflort.  10.  p.  609;  as  alfo  a 
p.  516.  dilTenat-.on  by  Father  Corfioi,  inf-rtcd 

*  The  2^th  of  May  of  the  year  347  .  in  a  colic cHon  oi  pieces,  intituled,  Syai« 


before  Chrift. 

+  The  17th  of  May  of  the  year  347 
b^re  Chrift.  I  do  not  give  this  date 
as  certain  :  it  is  well  Juiown  t^at  cEro«  ^ 


bolflc  Literariae.  t.  vi.  p.. 80.) 

2  Diog.  Laert.  in  Fist.  lib.  3*  $  a* 
Senec.  £p.  5!*      • 
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tertainment  to  which  he  was  invited  ^.  I  fat  next  hun.  îtt 
only  ate,  as  was  frequently  his  cuftom,  a  few  olives  \  Never 
was  he  more  agreeable,  or  in  greater  apparent  healtli;  but  at 
the  very  moment  I  was  congratulating  him  on  this,  he  was 
taken  ill,  and  funk  into  my  arms  in  a  ftate  of  infenfibility.  All 
the  affiftance  we  could  afibrd  him  was  ineâèâuah  We  caufed 
him  to  be  carried  home,  where  we  faw  on  his  table  the  laft 
Unes  he  had  written  but  a  (hort  time  before  ^,  and  the  correc- 
tions which  he  had  made  at  intervals  in  his  treatife  on  the  vt* 
public  ^.  Thefe  we  watered  with  our  tears.  The  regret  of 
the  public,  and  the  fincereft  forrow  of  his  friends,  have  accom-» 
panied  him  to  the  tomb.  He  was  buried  near  the  academy  •. 
He  had  exaâly  completed  his  cighty-firft  year  ^. 

His  will  contains  the  ftate  of  his  cfFeûs  «,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows :  Two  country  houfes  ;  three  minx  in  ready  money  •  j 
four  flaves  j  two  filver  vcffels,  the  one  weighing  165  drachmas^ 
^nd  the  other  45 }  a  gold  ring,  and  an  ear-ring  of  the  fame  me- 
tal, which  he  wore  when  a  child  *.  He  declares  that  he  left  no 
debt  H  He  bequeaths  one  of  his  country  houfes  to  the  Ibn  of 
Adimantus  his  brother  5  and  gives  liberty  to  Diana,  whofe  zeal 
and  fervices  merited  this  proof  of  his  gratitude.  He  has  regu- 
lated every  thing  concerning  his  funeral  and  his  tomb  K  Speu- 
fippus,  his  nephew,  is  appointed  one  of  his  executors,  and  is  to 
fucceed  him  at  the  academy.  ' 

Among  his  papers  have  been  found  letters  on  philofophical 
fUbje£ls.  He  had  more  than  once  told  us  that,  when  in  Sicily, 
he  had  fomc  flight  converfations  with  the  younger  Dionyfius, 
king  of  Syracufe,  on  the  nature  of  the  firft  principle  and  the 


•  Hermip.  a^  Diog.  Laert.  ibid. 
^  Diog.  Ltert.  lib.  6.  J  25. 

«  Cicer.  de  Seneâ.  cap.  5.  t.  iii.  p. 

d  Dionyf.  Hilic.  de  Comp.  Verb. 
Cap.  25.  p.  aop.  Qiiintil.  Inftit.  lib.  8. 
cap.  6.  p.  51p.  Diog.  Laert.  .lib.  3.  J  37. 

•  Paufan.  lib.  i.  cap.  30.  p.  .7^. 

.  ^  Diog.   Laert.  lib.  3.   {  a.    Cicf  r. 
ibid.  Seitec.  Ep.  58.  t.  ii.  p.  %oj.  Cen- 


for.  dc  Die  Nat.  cap.  f  4  et  15*  Lucian 
in  Macrob.  t.  iif.  p.  t^j.    VaL  Max. 
lib.  8.  cap.  7,  &c. 
ff  Id.  ibid.  $  41. 

•  a^o  livre»  (1 1  i.  5s.) 

h  Sext.  Empir.  adv.  Granmi.  lib.  P. 
cap.  II.  p.  a;!. 

1  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  3.  J  41. 

*  Diofcw.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  xi.  cap. 
^5-  P-  S«7- 
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ongiii  of  cvU  î  and  that  Dionyfius,  joîning  with  thefe  împerfeft 
nodons  his  own  ideas,  and  thofe  of  fome  other  philofopbers^ 
had  publilhed  them  in  a  work,  which  only  difplays  his  igno» 
raace'. 

Some  time  after  the  return  of  Plato,  the  king  fent  to  him  the 
pfatlofopher  Archedemus,  requefting  him  to  dîfpel  the  doubts 
by  which  he  was  difturbed.  Plato,  in  his  anfwer,  which  I  hâve 
juft  ready  dares  not  explain  himfelf  openly  on  the  firft  princi* 
pic  *,  being  fearful  that  his  letter  might  mifcarry.  What  he 
adds  has  greatly  aftoniflied  me  :  I  fliall  here  give  you  the  fcifa- 
ftance  of  it. 

**  You  afk  me,  fon  of  Dionyfius,  what  is  the  caufe  of  the 
evils  which  affliâ  the  univerfe.  One  day,  in  your  garden,  be** 
neath  the  ihade  of  fome  laurel-trees  *,  you  told  me  that  you 
had  difcovered  it.  I  anfwered  you,  that  I  had  been  employed 
all  my  life  in  the  inveftigation  of  this  queftion,  and  that  I  had 
not  yet  found  any  perfon  who  \vas  able  to  refolve  it.  I  fufpeéi 
that,  ftruck  with  a  firft  ray  of  light,  you  have  given  up  yourfelf 
to  the  profecution  of  thefe  refearches  with  new  ardour,  but 
that,  havii^  no  fixed  prmciples,  you  have  fufiered  your  reafon^ 
wkhout  curb  or  guide,  to  purfue  falfe  appearances.  Tou  are 
not  the  only  one  to  whom  this  has  happened.  All  thofe  to 
whom  I  have  communicated  my  doârines  have  at  firft  been  , 
move  or  lefs  difquieted  by  fimilar  doubts.  I  now  fend  you  what 
may  affift  you  to  dif&pate  yours.  Archedemus  brings  you  my 
firft  anfwer  i  you  will  meditate  on  it  at  your  leifure,  and  com- 
pare it  with  thofe  of  other  philofophers.  If  new  difficulties 
ihould  occur,  Archedemus  will  return,  and  by  the  time  he  has 
made  two  or  three  voyages  you  will  find  your  doubts  difappear. 

^  B«t  bevirare  not  to  fpeak  publicly  on  thefe  fubjeâs,  for 
what  fome  admire  with  enthufiafm  is  to  others  an  objeâ  of  con- 
tempt and  ridicule.  My  opinions,  fubjefted  to  a  long  andcare-^ 
f ul  eacammaëon,  eome  forth  like  gold  purified  in  the  crucible^ 

-  "  —   -        -  — 

I  Plat.  Epi/t.  7.  t.  iti.  p.  341.  I      ■*  14.  ibid.  p.  313. 

^  Id.  Epift.  a.  t.  iii.  p.  313,  | 

Fol.  III.  9 
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I  have  known  ingenuous  minds,  who,  after  thirty  years  médita^ 
tîjGiïi,  have  at  length  confefled,  that  they  had  obtained  evidence 
and  certitude,  where,  during  (b  k>ng  a  time,  they  had  only 
found  uncertainty  and  obfcurity.  But  I  have  already  told  you 
fo  exalted  a  fubje£l  ought  only  to  be  treated  in  private  conver- 
fatiôn.  I  never  have  delivered,  nor  ever  will  publiih  in  writ- 
ing, my  real  fentiments*  I  have  only  given  to  the  world  thofc 
of  Socrates.  Adieu  ;  fdlow  my  advice,  and  burn  this  letter, 
after  having  read  it  feveral  times." 

What  !  the  writings  of  Plato  do  not  contain  his  real  fcnti- 
mtfnts  on  the  origin  of  evil  !  and  has  he  made  it  a  duty  to  con- 
ceal them  from  the  public,  when  he  has  fo  eloquently  expfadned 
the  fyftem  of  Timaeus  of  Locris  !  You  know  well,  that  in  that 
work  Socrates  does  not  teach,  but  only  liftens.  "What  then  is 
'  that  myfterious  doârine  of  which  Plato  fpeaks  ?  To  which  of 
his  difciples  has  he  confided  it  )  Has  he  ever  fpoken  of  it  to 
you  ?     I  am  loft  in  a  multiplicity  oi  conjeâures. 

The  death  of  Plato  has  been  the  occafion  of  our  fnfiering 
another  lofs  which  I  feel  moft  fenfibly.  Ariftotle  leaves  us,  oa 
account  of  fomie  difguft,  which  I  will  explain  to  you  a(  your  re- 
turn. He  is  gone  to  refide  under  the  patronage  of  the  eunuch 
Hermias,  whom  the  king^  of  Perfia  has  appointed  governor  of 
the  city  of  Atamea  in  Myfia  ^.  I  regret  his  friendfliip,  his 
knowledge,  and  his  converfation.  He  has  promifed  me  to  re- 
turn ;  but  how  great  is  the  difference  between  enjoyment  and 
cxpeâation  i  Alas  !  he  was  himfelf  ufed  to  fay,  after  Pindar, 
that  hope  is  only  the  dream  of  a  waking  man  p.  I  once  ap- 
plauded his  definition,  but  I  now  wifli  to  find  it  falfe. 

I  am  forry  that  I  have  not  more  carefully  coUeâed  and  trea- 
fured  in  my  memory  his  repartees.  Difcourfing  once  concern- 
ing friendfhip,  he  on  a  fudden  pleafantly  exclaimed  :  *'  Oh,  my 
friends  !  friends  are  not  to  be  found  "."    Some  one  afking  him 


^  Dioj;.  Laert.  in  Ariftot.  lib.  5.  %  p. 
Bionyf.  Halicar.  Epift.  ad  A  mm.  cap. 
^.t.vi.p.  7:8. 


P  Diog.  ibid.  $  18.  Stub.  Serm.  10. 
p.  cSi. 

^  Phavor.  ap.  Diog.  Laert.  in  AiU 
ftot.  lib.  i-  J  21* 
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xrliàt  was  the  ufe  of  {^ilofdphy,  he  replied}  '^  To  tebch  us  to 
do  voluntarily  what  the  fear  of  the  laws  would  compel  us  to 
do  "."  Whence  is  it,  faid  fomcbodjr  to  him,  yefterday,  at  my 
houfe,  that  we  fo  unwillingly  leave  the  company  of  handfome 
perfons  ?  "  That,"  faid  he,  "  is  the  queftion  of  a  blind  man  <*." 
But  you  have  frequently  converfed  with  him  ;  and  know  that 
though  he  pofleiTed  more  extenfive  knowledge  than  any  other 
perfon  in  the  world,  yet  his  knowledge  was  perhaps  dill  excell-' 
ed  by  his  wit^ 


In  the  Archo»ship  of  ThemistocleSj 

The  2d  year  of  the  io8th  Olympiad, 

CFroOT  the  %th  of  July  of  the  year  347,  to  the  2Jtb  of  June  of  tie 

year  346,  Before  Cbriji,) 

Lettlr  of  Callimedon. 

Philip,  informed  of  the  mirth  arid  pleafantry  that  reigns  in  our 
fociety  *,  has  juft  remitted  us  a  talent,  and  invites  us  to  com- 
municate to  him  the  refult  of  each  meeting  p.  We  (hall  not 
negleâ  to  comply  with  his  requeft.  I  have  propofed  to  fend 
to  him  the  portraits  of  fome  of  our  minifters  and  generals,  for 
which  I  immediately  furnifhed  a  number  of  iketches.  I  will 
endeavour  to  recolleâ:  them. 

Demades  ^  had  for  fome  time  diftingùifiied  himfelf  ad  a  com- 
mon failor  on  board  our  galleys  %  where  he  managed  the  oar 
with  the  fame  ftrength  and  dexterity  as  he  now  does  his  argu- 
ments and  rhetorical  figures.  He  has  derived  from  his  former 
condition  of  life,  the  honour  of  having  enriched  our  language 
wkh  a  proverbs     From  the  oar  to  the  rojlrunif  at  prefent  fignified 


'  Dio«r.  Laert.  ibid;  (  90. 

«  id.  ibid. 

*  This  was  compofed  of  perfons  of 
wit  and  tai!e,  to  the  nu  nbrr  of  fîxty, 
who  met,  from  time  to  time,  to  pafs 
humorous  decrees  on  whatever  they 
coiiiidcred  ai  objedls  of  ridicule.  I  have 


fp'oken  of  them  before.  (See  Chap* 
XX.) 

P  Athen.  lib.  14.  cap.  i.  p.  6x4. 

^  Fabric.  Bibl.  Grace,  t.  iv.  p.  41 S. 

""  Quintil.  lib.  2.  cap.  17.  p.  ilS, 
Suid.  in  Anftmi.  Sext.  Eoip.  adv.  GraouB* 
lib;  3.  p.  2px. 
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the  progrels  of  one  who  kis  arrived  at  imezpeûed  prefer^ 
ment  •. 

He  poilêflès  much  wit,  and  efpeclsdly  the  ftjle  of  fafluonaUe 
pleafantry  S  thottgh  he  lives  with  the  loweft  dafs  of  couTte* 
fans  ^*  A  great  number  of  fallies  of  wit  ate  attributed  to  him  *• 
Whatever  he  fays  feems  to  come  by  infpiration  ;  the  idea  and 
the  exprelCon  prtfent  themfelves  at  the  fame  inftant.  He  there- 
fore never  takes  the  trouble  to  write  his  difcoorfss  ',  and  rarely 
that  of  previoufiy  tUnking  on  the  fufajeâ  on  which  he  is  ta 
fpeak.  Does  any  unfbrefeen  aflFair  come  before  the  general  af- 
iembly,  on  whtdi  Demofthenes  dares  not  open  his  mouth,  De- 
mades  b  called  on,  and  be  then  fpeaks  with  fo  much  eloquence» 
that  we  cannot  hefitate  to  raidc  him  above  all  our  orators  '*  He 
is  equally  fnperior  to  them  in  other  things.  He  may  defy  aK 
the  people  of  Athens  to  get  intoxicated  fo  often  as  himfelf  *, 
and  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  to  fatisfy  his  avarice  with  thdr 
treafures  ^.  As  he  is  very  expert  in  commerce,  he  will  fell 
himfelf,  even  for  a  number  of  years,  to  any  one  that  is  wflling; 
to  purdiafe  him  ^.  He  faid  to  fome  perfon,  that  when  he  fhould 
give  a  marriage  portion  to  his  daughter,  it  (hould  be  at  the  ex* 
pence  of  foreign  powers  ^. 

Philocrates  is  lefs  eloquent,  equally  voluptuous  %  and  mudi 
more  intemperate.  At  table»  every  thing  difappeacs  before 
him,  and  he  there  appears  to  multiply  himfelf,  which  has  oc- 
cafiOned  the  poet  Eubulus  to  iay,  in  one  of  his  dramaric  pieces, 
^  We  have  twoinfatiable  guefts,  Philocrates  and  PhSoemtes  f." 
He  is  alio  one  of  thofe  men  on  whofe  forehead  we  feem  to  read, 
as  on  the  door  of  a  houfe,  theiè  words,  written  m  large  efaaxao- 
ters,  Ttf /#/ ;  to  fell  K 


*  Ertffii.  Ad«f .  Ckil.  3.  cent.  4.  p.  670. 

<  Cicer.  Orst.  cap.  a6.  t.  i.  p.  441. 

"  Pyth.  «p.  Aihen.  lib.  a.  p.  44. 

^  I>emetr.  PhaL  de  £loc. 

y  Gicefr  de  Clar.  Orat.  cap.  9,  t.  i.  p. 
343.    QuintiL  lib.  2.  ctp.  17.  p.  149. 

2  Theop.  ap.  Flue,  in  Demofth.  t.  i. 
p.  850. 

'  Adies.  Ubr  3.  p.  44. 


b  Plutr  io  Pboc.  t.  L  p»755.    U.  ia 

Apophth.  t.  ii«p.  188. 

^  Dinarcb.  adv.  Demofth.  p.  103* 

d  Plut,  ibid* 

^  Demofth.  de  Ftlf.  Le;,  p.  319  et 
342.    urchin,  ibid.  p.  403. 

f  Euhul.  ap.  A  then.  lib.  1.  c.  7.  p.  S. 

S  Demolth.  de  Falf.  Le;,  p.  3Z0»  LL 
de  Coron,  p.  476. 
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It  U  not  éhe  fame  with  Demofthenes,  who  has  always  dif* 
played  an  ardent  zeal  for  the  good  of  his  country.  He  is  in 
want  of  thofe  external  accomplifhments  which  might  enable 
him  to  fupplant  his  riyals  and  gain  th«  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  will  perhaps  betray  us  when  he  can  no  longer  prevent 
our  being  betrayed  by  others  \ 

His  education  had  been  negleâed  ;  and  he  was  unacquaint- 
ed with  thofe  arts  which  might  correâ  his  numerous  defeâs  K 
I  wifli  I  were  able  to  depiâ  him  to  yoU}  fuch  as  he  appeared 
the  firft  time  he  afcended  the  roftrum.  Figure  to  yourfelf  a 
xaan  with  an  ^uftere^and  difcontented  air,  fcratching  his  head» 
ihrugging  his  fhoulders,  with  a  fhrill  and  feeble  voice  ^,  a  dif- 
ficult relpiration,  tones  that  grated  on  the  ear,  a  barbarous  pro- 
nunciation, and  a  ftyle  ftill  more  barbarous,  compofed  of  end- 
lefs,  inexhauftible,  unintelligible  periods,  crowded  befides  with 
all  the  arguments  of  the  fchook  K  He  fatigued  and  difgufted 
vs,  and,  in  return,  we  hiâèd  and  hooted  him.  He  was,  for 
Ibme  time,  obliged  to  retire,  but  he  profited  by  his  difgrace  like 
a  man  of  fuperior  genius.  By  incredible  efibrts  ^  he  corre£ted 
fome  of  his  defeâs,  and  every  day  now  adds  a  new  ray  to  his 
glory  whidi  has  been  laborioufly  acquired.  He  muft  long  me* 
ditate  on  his  fubjeû,  and  turn  it  in  his  nund  in  every  poflible 
manner,  to  render  his  imagination  prolific  ". 

His  enemies  pretend,  that  his  works  fmell  of  the  lamp*'. 
Perfons  of  tafte  think  there  is  fomething  mean  in  his  adiiion  i^^ 
and  cen(ure  him  for  employing  harfh  expreifions  and  abfurd 
metaphors  \  For  my  part  I  find  him  as  frigid  when  he  at- 
tempts to  be  pleafant  %  as  he  is  ridiculoufly  attentive  to  his  drefs. 
The  molt  delicate  lady  does  not  wear  finer  linen  *  ;  and  this 


J»  Dinarch.  adv.  Demofth. 
Plot,  in  Demofth.  t.  i.  p.  857. 
X.  RKet.  Vit.  t.  iL  p.  S46. 

i  Pfait.  in  Demofth.  t.  i.  p,  847. 

k  .ATchin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  410. 

1  Plut.  ibid.  p.  848. 

™  Id.  in  Demofth.  t.  i.  p.  849. 
.  in  X.  Rhet.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  844. 

■ld.Ibld^ 


p    po. 
Id.  in 


Id. 


®  Id.  ibid.  JElian.  lib.  7.  cap.  7. 
Lucian.  in  Demofth.  Eocom.  capl  1 5.  t. 
iii.  p.  50a. 

P  Id.  ibid.  p.  851. 

4  ^fchin.  ia  Cteiiph.  p.  480.  Lop- 
gin,  de  Sublim.  cap.  34. 

^  Id.  in  Timarch.  p.  27p.  Longin. 
ibid.  Qnintii.  luftit.  I.  10.  c.  I.  p.  643. 

•  Id.  Ibid.  ^.  2S0.  ^ 
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nicencfs  forms  a  fingular  contrail  to  the  afpcrity  of  Iiis  charao» 
ter  '. 

I  would  not  vouch  for  his  probity.  In  a  law-fait  he  once 
wrote  for  both  parties  ".  I  mentioned  this  faft  to  one  of  his 
friends,  a  man  of  much  wit,  who  replied,  laughing,  He  was 
then  very  young. 

His  manners,  though  not  of  the  pureft  kind,  are  not  inde- 
cent. It  is  faid,  indeed,  that  he  vifits  courtefans,  that  he  fome- 
times  drefles  himfelf  like  them*,  and  that  in  his  youth  a  fmglc 
affignation  coft  him  as  much  as  all  his  pleadings  had  brought 
him  during  a  whole  year  y.  All  this,  however,  is  of  little  im- 
portance. It  is  added  that  he  once  fold  his  wife  to  a  young 
man  named  Cnofion  *,  which  is  a  more  ferious  açcufation. 
But  thefc  are  domeftic  affairs  in  which  I  do  not  wifli  to  intcf- 
middle. 

During  the  laft  feftivals  of  Bacchus  ■,  in  quality  of  choregus 
of  his  tribe,  he  was  at  the  head  of  a  company  of  young  pcr- 
fons  who  difputed  the  prize  in  dancing.  In  the  midft  of  the 
ceremony  Midias,  a  rich  and  ridiculous  man,  gave  him  a  blow 
on  the  face  in  the  prefence  of  a  great  number  of  fpeftators. 
Demofthcnes  carried  his  complaint  before  a  court  of  juftice,  and 
the  affair  was  terminated  to  the  fatisfaâion  of  bodi  parties  . 
Midias  has  given  money,  and  Demofthenes  received  it.  We 
know  now  that  it  only  coft  three  thoufand  drachmas  *  to  in- 
fult  the  cheek  6f  a  choregus  ^. 

A  (hort  time  after  he  accufed  one  of  his  coufms  of  having 
dangeroufly  wounded  him,  and  fhowed  a  cut  in  his  head  which 
he  was  fufpefted  of  having  made  himfelf  «.  As  he  required 
damages  and  intereft,  it  was  faid  that  the  head  of  Demofthenes 
was  extremely  productive  **. 


«  Plut.  ibid.  p.  847  et  «S6. 
"    JEfchiti.  de   Falf.   Leg.    p.  421. 
Plut.  ibid.  p.  S 52  et  887. 

*  Plut.  X.  Rhtt.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  847. 
y  Athen.tih.  13.  cap,  7.  p.  593. 

*  ^fchin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p  41p. 
^  Demoltb.  in  Mid.  f.  603. 


•  A7C0  livres  (ml.  10 8.) 

b  ^ïfchin.  in  Ctcf.  p.  436.  Piut.  ia 
X.  Rhet.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  S44. 

^  Id.  de  Talf.  Leg.  p.  410.  Id.  in. 
Ctellph.  p.  435.  Said-  in  A«^«r5. 

^  Heral4*  Animadv.  ïù  ^almaf.  OW> 
ferT.  cap.  10.  p.  136. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE.  279 

We  may  laugh  at  his  felf-lovc,  but  it  is  too  undifgulfcd  fb 
give  offence.  I  was  with  him  the  other  day  in  the  ftrect,  when 
one  of  the  women  who  carry  water  happening  to  fee  him;  point- 
ed at  him  with  her  finger  to  ihow  him  to  another  womaa  : 
**  Look,"  faid  flie,  "  there  is  Demofthenes  '.'*  I  pretended  nof 
to  hear  her  ;  but  he  took  care  to  make  me  remark  her. 

jEfchines  has  been  accuftomed  from  his  youth  to  fpeak  in 
public.  His  mother  early  introduced  him  into  public  life,  by 
taking  him  with  her  from  houfe  to  houfe  to  initiate  people  of 
the  loweft  clafs  into  the  myfteries  of  Bacchus.  He  appeared  îa 
the  ftreet  at  the  head  of  a  chorus  of  Bacchants,  crowned  ^ith 
fennel  and  branches  of  poplar,  and  performed  with  them,  but 
with  infinite  grace,  all  the  extravagant  rites  of  their  fingular 
worfhip.  He  fang,  danced,  and  ftiouted,  grafping  in  his  hand 
fcrpents  which  he  Ihook  over  his  head.  The  populace  heaped 
on  him  their  benediftions,  and  the  old  wpmen  gave  him  littte 
cakes  '. 

This  fuccefs  fired  his  ambition."  He  entered  into  a  conjpanj 
of  comedians,  but  was  found  only  capable  of  the  inferior  parts. 
Notwithftanding  the  fonoroufnefs  of  his  voice,  the.  public*  de- 
clared againft  him  an  eternal  war  ^  :  he  therefore  quitted  this 
profefEon,  and  became  clerk  in  an  inferior  court,  and  afterward 
minifter  of  (late. 

His  conduft  has  fince  been  always  regular  and  decent.  Hç 
pofleffes  wit,  tafte,  politenefs,  and  the  knowledge  of  propriety. 
His  eloquence  is  diftinguifhed  by  a  happy  choice  of  words,  the 
abundance  and  clearnefs  of  his  ideas,  and  a  prodigious  facility, 
for  which  he  is  indebted  lefs  to  art  than  nature.  His  ftyle  does 
not  want  ftrength,  though  it  has  lefs  than  that  of  Demofthenes. 
He  at  firft  dazzles,  and  afterwards  compels  afTent  *  ;  at  leaft 
thb  is  what  I  am  told  by  perfons  who  underftarid  thefc  things. 


*  Cîccr.  Quacft.  Tafcul.  lib.  5.  cap. 
3^  t.  ii.  p.  391.  Plin.  lib.  9.  epift.  23. 
iEUian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  9.  cap.  17. 

^  Demoilh.  de  Coron.  ^.  $16. 


5  Id.  ibid,  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  346. 
^  Dionyf.  Halic.  de  Veter.  Script. 
Ceof.  t.  Y.  p.  434- 
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He  has  die  weakneis  to  be  aihamed  of  hU  former  conditioa  in 
Jife^  and  the  imprudence  at  the  fame  time  to  remind  others  -of 
theirs.  When  he  walks  in  the  forum  with  meafured  fteps>  » 
flowing  robe»  his  head  ereâ,  and  his  cheeks  fwelled  out', 
whifpcrs  are  heard  on  every  fide  :  Is  not  that  the  petty  clerk  qf 
À  petty  court  of  juftice,  the  fon  of  Tromes  the  fchoolmaftcr, 
and  Glaucothea,  who  was  before  called  Empufa  *  ^  ?  Was  it 
it  not  he  who  ufed  to  fcour  the  forms  of  the  fchool  when  we 
were  fchooUboys  ;  and  who,  during  the  Bacchanalia  ^,  fliouted 
with  all  his  might  in  the  ftreets,  £voe,  Saboe  f  ? 

The  jealoufy  which  fubfids  between  him  and  Demofthenes 
is  very  apparent.  They  cannot  but  have  perceived  it  firft  j  for 
thofe  who  have  the  fame  claims  difcover  each  other  in  an  in- 
ftant.  I  know  not  whether  ^fchines  will  fuiler  hirafelf  to  be 
corrupted  ;  but  thofe  who  are  fo  very  poliflied  and  amiable  a^ 
i;encraUy  feeble. 

I  ought  to  add,  however,  that  he  is  a  very  brave  man,  who 
has  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  feveral  battles,  and  that  Fhocion 
has  borne  teftimony  to  his  valour  °^. 

Perhaps  there  is  not  a  more  fingular  character  than  the  man 
I  have  lajd  mentioned  ^  I  mean  Fhocion.  He  feems  not  to 
know  that  he  lives  in  the  prefent  age,  and  in  the  city  of  Athens- 
He  is  poor,  yet  is  not  humiliated  by  his  poverty  ;  he  does  good, 
yet  never  boafts  of  it  ^  and  gives  his  advice,  though  he  is  very 
certain  that  it  will  never  be  followed.  He  poifeftes  talents  with* 
out  ambition,  and  ferves  the  ftate  without  views  of  intcrcft.  At 
the  head  of  the  army  he  contents  himfelf  with  reftoring  difcip- 
line  and  beating  the  enemy.  When  addrefimg  the  aâèmbly^  he 
is  ecjually  unmoved  by  the  difapprobation  or  applaufe  of  the 
multitude.  In  one  of  his  harangues  he  was  propofing  a  |^an 
for  the  conduâ  of  the  approaching  campaign,  when  on  a  fud- 
den  fome  perfon  interrupted  him  with  the  moft  abufive  Ian- 

'  '  '  II.  mi»  I       ^ll      I   .   ,.    .1       J  II,        II  m. 

i  Demoftb.  dc  Faif.  Leg.  p.  343.  I      f  Baibaroas  words  ofed  to  în^ékc 

*  Tbat  is  the  Htkg,  or  SptBr*,  I  Baccbns. 

k  Demoftb.  de.  Coron,  p.  494.  |      °i  .£fchifl.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  42a. 

I  Id.  ibid.  p.  si^«  I 
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^luge  ^.  PhPCÎQO  -wds  filent  tiU  the  other  had  endcd^  and  thca 
cooly  thus  xeûunes  his  difcourje  :  <<  I  have  fpoken  to  you  of  the 
infantry  s^nd^cavalry^  it  npw  remains  fprxne  to  fpeak,''  &c.  &c. 
On  smodter  occafion  he  was  loudly  applauded  by  the  people.  I 
happened  by  chance  to  be  next  him  :  he  turned  round  to  me 
and  faid»  ^'  Did  you  obierve  that  I  committed  any  egregious 
blunder  «  P'* 

We  laugh  at  iiis  fingularity  and  his  pleafantries,  but  we  hare 
found  an  admirable  fecret  to  reyejoge  ourfchres  for  his  contempt. 
He  is  the  only  general  we' have  left,  and  we  fcarcely  ever  em- 
ploy him.    He  is  the  moft  upright,  and  perhaps  the  moft  in- 
telHgent,  of  our  orators,  and  we  liften  to  him  ftill  lefs.    It  is 
•true  that  we  cannot  make  him  alter  his  principles  ;  but,  by 
Heaiven  !  neither  (hall  he  induce  us  to  change  ours  :  and  furely 
it  ihall  never  be  faid  that,  with  his  fuperannuated  virtues,  and 
^  vhapfodies  of  his  antique  manners,  Phocion  fhall  have  been 
able  to  correfk  the  moft  poliihed  and  amiable  people  in  the 
world. 

There  is  CHiares,  on  the  other  hand,  who,  by  his  example, 
teaches  our  youth  to  make  an  open  prpfeflion  of  corruption**. 
He  is  the  greateft  knave  and  the  moft  unfkilful  of  all  our  gene- 
rals, yet  he  enjoys  the  greateft  reputation  \  He  has  flieltered 
himfelf  under  the  proteftion  of  Demofthenes,  and  feme  other 
orators,  and  gives  entertainments  to  th.e  people.  Is  à  fleet  to  be 
fitted  out.  Chares  muft  have  the  command  and  entire  difpofal 
of  it.  He  is  direâed  to  fail  to  one  coaft,  and  he  fails  to  an- 
other. Inftead  of  defending  our  poiTeflions,  he  joins  with  ju- 
râtes, and,  in  concert  with  them»  lays  the  iilands  under  contri- 
bution, and  feizes  every  veflel  he  meets  in  his  way. .  Within  a 
few  years  he  has  occafioned  the  lofs  of  mo^e  than  a  hundred 
ihips,  ^nd  has  dzflipated^fifteen  hundred  talents  *,  in  expeditions 
of  no  utility  to  the  ftate^  but  very  lucrative  to  himfelf  and  his 


*  Plut.  Rcip.  Cereitd.  Pncccpt.  t.  ii. 
p^  S 10. 
^  li.  I'n  Fhoc.^  i.  p.  745. 
'  Arillot.  Rhet.  lib,  i.  cap.  15.  t  i). 


^iTheopomp.  ip  Athen.  lib.  x^.  cap. 
;  8|XCO|00oIiviet  (537,5001.) 
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principal  officers.  Sometimes  he  does  not  deign  to  fend  us  any 
account  where  he  rs,  or  what  he  is  doings  but  we  obtain  in- 
formation in  defpite  of  him  :  and  it  is  not  long  fince  we  fent 
out  a  fwift-failing  veflcl,  with  orders  to  cruize  the  feas,  and  en- 
deavour to  difcover  what  was  become  of  the  fleet  and  the  ge- 
l^al^ 


Letter  of  Nicetas. 


The  Fhocians>  exhaufted  by  a  war  which  has  lafted  aImoft1(eR 
years,  have  implored  our  afliltance.  They  confent  to  give  up 
Thronium,  Nicxa,  and  Âlpenus,  ftrong  towns  fituated  at  the 
entrance  of  the  pafs  of  Thermopylae.  Proxenus,  who  com- 
mands our  fleet  on  the  neighbouring  coafts,  has  advanced  to 
take  pofTeffion  of  them.  He  will  place  garrifons  in  them^  and 
Philip  mud  henceforth  defpair  of  forcing  the  defile. 

We  have  refolved,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fit  out  another  fleet 
pf  fifty  fhips.  The  flower  of  our  youth  are  ready  to  march } 
we  have  enrolled  all  thofe  who  have  not  pafled  their  thirtieth 
year,  and  we  learn  that  Archidamus,  king  of  Lacedxmon,  has 
oflTered  to  the  Phocians  the  whole  force  of  that  republic  *-  _War 
is  inevitable^  and  the  dcftruûion  of  Philip  no  lefs  fo. 


Letter  or  Apollodoeus. 


OuE  moft  accompliftied  Athenian  ladies  are  jealous  of  the 
praifes  you  beftow  on  the  wife  and  the  fitter  of  Arfames,  and 
our  ableft  politicians  agree  that  we  have  peed  of  a  ftatefman  of 
equal  genius  with  the  Perfian  minifter,  to  oppofe  the  abilities  of 
Philip.  Every  place  here  lately  refounded  with  the  din  of  arms, 
but  a  word  from  that  prince  has  made  them  drop  from  oar 

hands.     . 

* 

f    '  iElfchin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  40^.  De-  I      *  Id.  ibid.  p.  4x6.  ' 
■iofi]i.  in  Olynth.  3.  p.  3S.  | 
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-3>jringdiefiegcof  Olynthus,  he  had,  it  is  faid,  more  than 
once  fignified  a  wilh  to  continue  on  good  terms  with  us  ^  Oa 
this  news  which  the  people  received  with  tranfport,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  open  a  négociation,  which  was  fufpended  by  various 
obftacles.  He  took  Olynthus,  and  we  breathed  only  war  and 
vengeance  ;  but  foon  after  two  of  our  aftors,  Ariftodemus  and 
Neoptolemus,  whom  the  king  treats  with  much  kindnefs,  af- 
fured  us,  on  their  return,  that  he  continued  in  his  former  diipo- 
fitions  «3  and  we  immediately  thought  of  nothing  but  peace. 

We  have  juft  fent  to  Macedon  ten  deputies,  all  men  of  dit 
tinguifhed  abilities  :  Ctefiphon,  Ariftodemus,  latrocles,  Cimon» 
and  Nauficles,  who  have  for  their  aflbciates  Dcrcyllus,  Phrynon, 
Philocrates,  iEfchines,  and  Demofthencs  2.  To  thefe  we  mnft 
^dd^Aglaocreon  of  Tenedos,  who  has  the  care  of  the  intercft» 
of  our  allies.  They  are  to  fettle  with  Philip  the  moft  import- 
ant articles  of  the  peace,  and  engage  him  to  fend  plenipoten- 
tiaries finally  to  conclude  it  here* 

I  am  unable  to  underftand  our  conduÛ.  This  prince  lei» 
fall  a  few  v^ue,  and  perhaps  inCdious  proteftations  of  friend- 
ihip  to  us  i  and  immediately,  without  Hitening  to  men  of  wif- 
dom  and  experience,  who  diftruft  his  intentions,  without  wait- 
ing for  the  return  of  the  deputies,  we  have  fent  to  the  different 
ftates  of  Greece,  to  engage  them  to  unite  againft  the  common 
enemy,  ^-e  intermit  q\xt  preparations,  and  make  advances  which 
he  will  abufe  if  he  accedes  to  them,  and  of  which  a  refufal  will 
be  humiliating  to  us.  To  obtain  his  favour,  our  deputies  mull 
haye  the  good  fortune  to  be  agreeable  to  him^  The  aÛor  Ar 
riftodemus  had  entered  into  engagements  with  fome  cities  which 
had  intended  to  give  threatricai  exhibitions  ;  and  a  deputation 
was  thenfore  fent,  in  the  name  of  the  fenate,  moft  earneftly  to 
folicit  that  Ariftodemus  might  be  excufçd  from  paying  the  for- 
feiture he  muft  incur,  becaufe  the  repuplic  had  need  of  his  fer- 
yices  in  Macedonia.     And  Demofthenes  too,  who  had  in  his 

*  U.  ibid.  p.  3^7.  I      '  ^I'chin.  ibid.  p.  398.      ▲r^vai. 

^  Arguai.  Orat.  de  Ftlf.  Leg.  p.  291. 1  Orat.  ibid. 
Demofth.  ibiJ.  p.  29c,  1 
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harangyies  treated  Philip  with  fo  much  haughtinefs  and  coi# 
tempt»  was  the  propofer  of  this  decree  ^  ! 


Letter  of  Callimsdon* 

Our  ambaflfadors  have  made  incredible  difpatch  ^  ;  they  are  al- 
ready returned.  They  appear  to  a£l  in  concert  ;  but  Demof- 
dienes  is  not  fatisfied  with  his  colleagues,'  who,  on  their  fide, 
complain  of  him*  I  (hall  relate  to  you  fome  anecdotes  rehdve 
to  (heir  expedition,  which  I  learned  yefterday  at  an  entertain- 
ment, at  which  the  principal  of  them,  CteHphon,  ^fchines.  A- 
riftodemus,  and  Fhilocrates,  were  prefent. 

I  ought  firft  to  tell  you,  that,  during  their  journey,  they  had 
not  a  little  to  endure  from  the  vanity  of  Demofthenes  *,  but 
diey  were  patient.  Infupportable  people  are  fometimes  fo  ea- 
fily  fupported  in  fociety  !  But  what .  gave  them  the  greateft 
difturbance,  was  the  genius  and  abilities  of  Philip.  They  felt 
they  were  not  able  to  contend  with  him  in  politics.  Every  day 
they  diftributed  their  parts,  and  difpofed  their  attacks.  It  was 
determined,  that  the  eldeft  of  them  (hould  firft  mount  to  the 
afiault,  and  Demofthenes,  as  the  youngeft,  bring  up  the  rear. 
He  promifed  to  open  the  inexhauftible  fourcès  of  his  eloquence: 
<«  Fear  not  Philip,"  added  he,  **  I  will  fo  completely  few  up 
his  mouth  ^,  that  he  (hall  be  forced  to  reftore  to  us  Ami^ipo- 
lis." 

When  they  were  admitted  to  an  audience  of  the  kipg,  Ctefi« 
phon  and  the  others  exprefled  themfelves  in  a  few  words  ^  ; 

^fchines,  eloquently  and  difiufely  j  Demofthenes but  I 

win  endeavour  to  give  you  his  piâure.  He  rofe  half  dead  with 
fear.  He  was  not  now  to  afcend  the  roftrum  of  Atilens,  and 
harangue  that  multitude  of  artifans  who  compofc  our  aflbm- 
blies.    thilip  was  furrounded  by  his  courtiers,  the  greater  part 

7  M.  ibid.  I      ^  là.  ibid.  p.  398. 

'  Demoftb.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  3x8.        I      ^  Id.  ibid.  p.  39p. 
*  iEfcbin.  ibid.  «  I 
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^  whom  were  men  of  wit  and  abilities  :  among  others  were 
Python  of  Byzantium^  who  values  him^lf  on  writing  elegant- 
ly \  and  Leofthenes,  whom  we  have  banifhed,  and  who»  it  is 
faid,  is  one  of  Use  greateft  orators  in  Greece  ^.  AU  had  heard 
fpeak  of  the  magnificent  promifes  of  Demofthenes^  and  watch* 
ed  for  their  fulfilment  with  an  attention  which  Qompleted  hi» 
embarraflment.  Hb  tremblingly  ftammered  an  obfcure  exor« 
dium»  loft  his  recolieâion,  grew  more  and  more  confufed^ 
and  at  laft  was  totally  unable  to  proceed.  The  king  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  infpire  him  with  more  confidence  :  he  rofe  on« 
ly  to  fall  again  ;  and  when  Philip  had  entertained  himfelf  for 
feme  moments  with  his  filence,  the  herald  gave  notice  to  our 
deputies  to  retire  «. 

Demoilhenes  ought  to  have  been  the  firft  to  laugh  at  this  ac- 
cident; but,  inftead  of  that,  he  began  the  attack  on  jSfchineSs 
whom  he  bitterly  reproached  for  having  fpoken  to  the  king 
ttrith  too  much  freedom,  and  thus  brought  on  the  republic  a  war 
which  it  was  in  no  condition  to  fupport.  iElfchines  was  about 
lo  reply,  when  they  were  again  introduced  into  the  royal  pre« 
fence.  When  they  were  feated,  Philip  difcufled  their  claims  in 
order,  anfwered  their  complaints,  and  efpecially  dwelt  on  the 
difcourfe  of  JEfchines,  to  whom  he  frequently  addreffcd  him- 
felf in  particular  ;  then  aiTuming  an  air  of  affability  and  kind- 
ne(s^  he  teftified  the  moft  fincere  defire  to  conclude  the  peace. 

Dorbg  all  this  time,  Demofthenes,  with  all  the  inquietude 
of  a  courtier  threatened  with  difgrace,  had  rccourfe  to  every 
expedient  to  attraâ  the  notice  of  the  king  ;  but  he  could  not 
obtsdn  from  him  a  fingle  word,  nor  even  a  look. 

He  left  the  conference  with  a  difiatisfaâion  that  produced 
the  moft  extravagant  fcenes»  He  was  like  a  child  fpoiled  by 
the  indulgence  of  his  parents,  and  unexpeâedly  mortified  by 
the  fuccefs  of  his  companions.  The  ftorm  lafted  feveral  days. 
He  at  laft  perceived  that  ill-humour  availed  but  little,  and  en- 
deavoured to  become  more  focial  with  the  other  deputies.  They 

d  rd.  ibid.  p.  4x5.  *  Id»  ibid.  p.  401. 
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trere  then  on  their  return  home  ;  and,  taking  them  feparateljr/ 
he  promifed  them  his  protection  in  the  popular  aflembljr.  To 
one  he  faid,  I  will  re-eftablifh  your  fortune.  To  another,  I 
wiJl  procure  for  you  the  command  of  the  army.  With  ^f- 
chines  he  employed  ail  his  addrefs  :  he  foothed  the  jealoufy, 
and  beftowecV  unlimited  applaufe  on  the  merit  of  his  rival.  His 
praifes  rauft  have  been  very  extravagant,  fince  ^fchines  pre- 
tends they  were  tircfome  and  difgufting  even  to  himfelf. 

One  evening,  in  I  know  not  what  city  of  TeiTaly,  he,  for  the 
firft  time  tliought  proper  to  be  pleafant  on  his  own  adventure. 
He  added,  that  no  perfon  under  heaven  pofleflcd  the  powers  of 
eloquence  equal  to  Philip.  What  mod  aftonifhed  me,  replied 
^fchines,  was  the  amazing  exaânefs  with  which  he  recapitu** 
lated  all  that  we  had  faid.  And  I,  replied  Ctefiphon,  though 
I  am  advanced  in  years,  never  in  my  life  faw  a  man  fo  polite 
and  agreeable.  Demoflhenes  clapped  his  hands,  and  applauded 
every  word.  Excellent  !  cried  he  ;  but  you  would  not  venture 
to  hold  the  fame  language  in  the  prefence  of  the  people.  Why 
ihould  we  not?  replied  his  companions.  He  doubted,  they 
infilled  5  he  required  their  promifc,  and  they  gave  it  ^* 

It  is  not  known  what  ufe  he  intends  to  make  of  this  ;  but 
we  {hall  fee  at  the  firft  meeting  of  the  aflembly.  Our  whole 
fociety  intends  to  be  prcfent,  for  all  this  cannot  well  fail  to  pro- 
duce fome  ridiculous  fcene  ;  and  if  Demoflhenes  has  referved 
his  follies  for  Macedon,  I  will  never  forgive  him  fo  long  as  I 
five. 

What  alarms  me  is,  that  he  has  conduced  himfelf  extreme- 
ly well  at  the  meeting  of  the  fcnate.  The  letter  of  Philip  hav- 
ing been  remitted  to  that  aflembly,  Dcmofthencs  has  congratu- 
lated the  republic  on  having  confided  its  interefts  to  deputies, 
equally  dcferving  fuch  a  truft  by  their  eloquence  and  their  pro- 
bity. He  has  propofed  to  decree  them  a  crown  of  olive,  and 
to  invite  them  the  next  day  to  an  cntertaiiunent  in  the  Pryta- 

f  Id.  ibid.  p.  ^QU 
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tibum.  The  decree  of  the*  fenate  is  conformable  to  thefi;  pro^ 
pofals  s. 
I  ihall  not  feal  my  letter  till  after  the  general  affembly. 
I  have  this  moment  left  it.  Demofthenes  has  done  wonders. 
The  deputies,  each  in  their  turn,  related  the  different  circum- . 
fiances  of  their  embafly.  iEfchines  had  faid  a  word  of  the  elo* 
quence  of  Philip,  and  hfs  happy  memory  ;  Ctefiphon,  of  his 
beauty  and  his  figure,  the  embellifhments  of  his  mind,  and  his 
convivial  gaiety.  They  all  received  their  applaufes,  when  De- 
moflhenes  afcended  the  rofhrum  in  a  more  ferions  and  (ignifi- 
cant  manner  than  ufual.  After  having  a  long  time  fcratched 
his  forehead,  for  he  always  begins  fo  :  **  I  cannot  but  admire,'*' 
faid  he,  **  both  tliofe  who  fpeak,  and  thofe  who  hear.  How  is 
it  pofhble  for  men  to  dwell  on  fuch  trifles,  when  a  matter  of  fo 
great  moment  awaits  their  confideration  !  I  fhall  now  likewife 
proceed  to  lay  before  you  an  account  of  the  embafTy.  Let  the 
decree,  pafTed  by  this  affembly  previous  to  our  departure,  and 
the  letter  which  the  king  of  Macedon  has  returned  by  us,  be 
read.**  After  tlie  reading  of  thefe,  he  added,  "  Such  were 
our  inftru£kions,  and  we  have  fulfilled  them.  You  have  heard 
the  anfwer  of  Philip  :  it  now  only  remains  for  us  to  deliberate 
on  that  anfwer  ^." 

Thefe  words  excited  a  kind  of  murmin"  in  the  afiembly* 
**  What  prccifion,  what  addrefs  !"  faid  fome  :  **  "What  envy, 
what  malignity  !"  faid  others.  For  my  part,  I  laughed  heartily 
at  the  embarraiTment  vifible  in  the  countenances  of  Ctefiphon 
and  -ffifchines.  V\'ithout,  however,  giving  them  time  to  breathe, 
he  rcfumed  his  difcourfe  as  follows  :  "  You  have  heard  great 
encomiums  beflowed  on  the  eloquence  and  memory  of  PhiKp  ; 
any  other  perfon  in  poffeffion  of  the  fame  power  would  ob- 
tain the  fame  praifes.  His  other  excellent  qualities  have  Ukc- 
wife  been  extolled  j  but  he  has  not  a  finer  countenance  than  the 
aftor  Ariflodemus,  nor  can  he  drink  better  than  Philocrates, 
-^chines  has  told  you,  that  he  had  left  to  me,  at  leafl  in  part, 

f  Id.  ibii.  ,    k  Id.  ibid.  p.  40^, 
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Ùit  difcoffion  of  our  rights  to  AraphipoGs  ^  bvt  diat  orator  tiffl 
not  leave  cither  to  you  or  me  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking.  Thefe, 
however,  are  trifles  unworthy  our  notice:  I flsall  pioceed  topro- 
pofe  a  decree^  The  heraid  of  Philip  is  arrived,  and  his  anAaf- 
fadors  will  foon  foUow*  I  move,  that  permiflkni  may  be  grant* 
ed  to  treat  with  them,  and  that  the  Prytanes  be  direâed  fto  am- 
Yckc  an  afiembly,  which  fhall  be  held  two  days  fiiccelEvely,.  and 
in  which  we  may  deliberate  on  the  peace  and*  the  alliance.  I 
am  likewife  of  opiiuoa,  that  you  fhould  pafs  a  vote  of  approfasu' 
tion  and  praife  of  the  conduâ  of  your  deputies,,  if  they  deferve 
it  ;  and  that  they  fhould  be  invited  to  fup  to-morrow  in  die 
Frytaneum  K^  This  decree  has  pafl&d  ahnoft  unanimoully,  and 
Û^  ojçdiOT  has  reaflumed  his  fuperiority. 

I  have  a  great  opinion  of  Demofthenes  ;  but  it  is  not  fufi- 
cient  to  pofTefs  great  abilities,  we  ought  not  to  be  ridiculous. 
There  fubfifts  between  celebrated  men  and  our  feciety,  a  kind 
of  tacit  convention  ;  we  give  them  our  efteem,  ancf  they  ought 
to  indulge  us  in  laughing  at  their  follies. 


Lkttzr  of  Apoixodorus. 

I  SEND  you  the  journal  of  what  has  pafTed  in  our  afièmblieè  till 
the  conclufion  of  the  peace. 

Tie  Stb  ofElapbeMion,  tie  day  of  the  fe/lival  (f  Mfcula^uf  ♦. 
The  Prytanes  met,  and,  conformably  to  the  decree  of  the  peo- 
ple, appointed  two  general  aflemblies  to  deliberate  on  the  peace. 
They  will  be  held  on  the  i8th  and  19th  K 

Thi  I  ithy  thefirjl  day  rf  thefejivoals  of  Bacchus  f .  Antipater, 
Parmenio,  and  Eurylochus  are  arrived.  They  come  on  the  part 
of  Philip  to  conclude  the  treaty,  and  to'  receive  die  oath  by 
which  it  is  to  be  fanâioned  L 


i  Id.  ibid. 

*  The  8th  of  this  month  in  the  year 
IB  qneftinn  correTpon^ed  to  the  Sth  of 
March  of  the  year  346  before  GhriÛ. 

k  Id.  ibid.  p.  403  ct  404.  Id.  in 
Ctefiph.  p.  438. 


t  The  lath  of  Macch  of  th«  ftme 

year. 

(  Arirutt.  Orat.  de  Falf.  Leg.  «p. 
Demotth.  p.  %^u  Senoftlu  4e  Falû 
Leg.  p.  304, 
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Antîpatcr  Is,  next  to  Philip,  the  raoft  able  politician  in 
Greece*  Aftive  and  indefatigable,  he  extends  his  vigilance  to 
almoft  every  part  of  the  âdminiftratîon.  The  king  has  often; 
faid,  ^ffc  may  fecurely  fleep,  or  reCgn  ourfelvcs  to  our  plea- 
fures,  for  Antipatet  watches  for  us  °. 

Parmenioi  beloved  by  the  fovereign,  and  ftill  more  by  the 
foldiers  °,  has  already  fignàlized  hinîfelf  by  a  gréait  number  of 
exploits  :  he  would  be  the  firft  general  in  Greece,  if  Philip  did 
not  exift.  Frorh  the  abilities  of  thefe  two  deputies,  you  ntoy 
judge  of  tbe  merit  of  Eurylochus,  their  aflbciaterf 

Tie  15/A  of  Elaphebolion  *.  The  ambafTadors  regularly  attend 
at  the  ihows  exhibited  at  this  feftival.  D^mofthenes  has 
caufed  the  fenate  to  aflign  them  a  diftinguiflied  place  °.  He 
has  taken  care  that  culhioils  and  purple  carpets  (hall  be  pre- 
pared for  them.  At  tbe  break  of  day,  he  conduéïs  them  him- 
felf  to  the  tliéatrc  ;  and  has  afligned  tHem  apartments  in  his 
own  houfci  Many  people  are  olfendcd  at  his  paying  them 
fuch  obfequious  attention,  arid  confider  it  as  a  meannefsP- 
They  fay  that,  having  been  unable  to  gain  the  favour  of  Philip 
"Urhile  in  Macedon,  he  now  wifhes  at  leaft  to  (how  that  he  was' 
defervîng  of  it; 

The  iStb  of  JElaphebo/iori -f.  The  affembly  I^s  met  j  but  be- 
fore I  profceed  to  the  deliberations,  it  will  be  proper  to  ftate  to 
you  the  principal  objc£f  s  which  were  to  be  difcufled. 

The  pofleflTion  of  Amphîpolis  is  the  firft  fource  of  our  dif- 
ferenced with  Philip  <>.  This  city  appertains  to  us  j  he  has 
feized  on  it^  and  we  demand  tha't  it  fhall  be  feftored. 

He  has  declared  war  again  ft  fome  of  ouV  allies  :  it  would  be 
both  fliaracful  and  dangerous  for  us  to  abanjdon  them.  Of  this 
number  are  the  cities  of  the  Thracian  Chcrfonefus,  and  thofc  of 
Phocis..    King  Cotys  had  taken  from  us  the  fornier  ^     His  fon 

■  ■      ■     '     i       Hi  '        ■    ■      —  —  ■   t...»i»         .        ■■■    i.i.i   ■■a.fc 

**  Pint-  Apophth.  t.  ii.  p.  179.  -         I      f  Id.  in  Cieflph.  pi' 440. 
^  (^Hit.  Curt.  lib.  4.  cap.  13. 

♦  TLc  rsth  of  March  of  the  year 
346  before  Chrift. 

*  JEfchin.  de  Falf.  teg,  p.  403  et 
41».    Denodfth.  dé  Colon,  p.  477.         | 
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Cerfobleptes  rcftored  them  to  us  after  having  held  them  a  few 
months  *  ;  but  we  have  not  yet  taken  pofleffion.  It  is  to  our 
intercft  to  prefervc  them,  becaufe  they  will  give  fecurity  to  our 
navigation  in  the  Hellefpont,  and  our  commerce  in  the  Euxine 
fea.  Neither  ought  we  to  refufe  our  protcftion  to  the  latter» 
becaufe  they  defend  the  pafs  of  Thermopylae,  and  arc  the  bul- 
wark of  Attica  by  land,  %s  thofe  of  Thrace  are  on  the  fide  of 
the  fea  ^ 

When  our  deputies  took  leave  of  the  king,  he  proceeded  to- 
ward Thrace  ;  but  he  promifcd  them  not  to  attack  Cerfobleptcs 
during  the  négociations  for  peace  ".  We  are  not  equally  at 
our  eafe  with  refpcft  to  die  Fhocians.  The  ambafladors  of 
Philip  have  declared  that  he  refufes  to  comprehend  them  in  the 
treaty  ;  but  his  partizans  aflure  us,  that,  if  he  has  not  yet  opea- 
ly  made  known  his  intentions  in  their  favour,  it  is  only  that 
he  may  not  too  precipitately  give  offence  to  the  Thebans  and 
Theflalians,  their  enemies  *• 

.  He  has  fignified  alfo,  that  it  is  his  intention  to  exclude  from 
the  treaty  the  inhabitants  of  Halus  in  Theflaly,  who  are  in  al- 
liance with  us,  and  whom  he  now  beficges,  in  revenge  for 
their  incurfions  on  the  people  of  Pharfalos^  who  are  under  his 
proteftiony.  •^ 

I  pafs  over  other  articles  of  lefs  importance. 

The  proceedings  of  the  aflcmbly  of  (Jiis  day  began  by  read- 
ing the  decree  which  the  agents  of  our  allies  had  taken  the 
precaution  to  procure  \  It  contained  in  fubftance>  **  That  the 
people  of  Athens  deliberating  on  a  peace  with  Philip,  the  allies 
have  refolved,  tha\,  after  the  ambafTadors  fent  by  the  Athe- 
nians to  the  different  ftates  of  Greece  fliall  have  returned,  and 
made  their  report  in  prefence  of  the  Athenians  and  the  allies^ 
the  Prytanes  (hall  convoke  two  affemblies  to  confider  on  the 
peace  ;  and  the  allies  previoufly  engage  to  ratify  whatever  may 
be  determined  on  in  thofe  aflemblies  ;   and  that  three  months 


•Id.  dé  FRlf.  Leg.  p.  305.    Id.  adv.  |      t  R  iWd.  p.  3ti. 
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ihall  be  granted  to  any  other  of  the  Grecian  ftates  who  fhall  be 
willing  to  accede  to  the  treaty." 

After  this  rcfolution  had  been  read,  Philocrates  propofed  à 
decree,  one  of  the  articles  of  which  formally  excluded  from  thé 
treaty  the  inliabitants  of  Halus  arid  the  Phocians.  The  people 
blufhed  at  the  propofal  *,  and  the  minds  of  the  afTembly  be- 
came heated  and  agitated.  Some  of  our  orators  rejeâed  all 
modes  of  accommodation,  and  exhorted  us  to  call  our  eyes  on 
the  monuments  of  our  vi<Slories  and  the  tombs  of  our  forefa- 
thers. **  Let  U3  emulate  the  courage  of  our  anccftors,"  replied 
^fcMncs,  **  when  they  defended  their  country  againft  the  in- 
numerable hofts  of  the  Pcrfians  ;  but  let  us  not  imitate  theif 
conduâ  when  they  imprudently  fent  forces  into  Sicily  to  the 
fuccour  of  the  Leontines  their  allies*.^  He  concluded  for 
peace  :  the  orators  who  followed  him  did  the  fame,  and  the 
decree  pafled. 

While  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  were  in  difcuffion,  letters 
were  brought  from  our  general  Proxenus,  whom  we  had  com- 
miflioned  to  take  pofieflion  of  fome  ftrong  places  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  pafs  of  Thermopylae.  Thefe  places  had  been  of- 
fered to  us  by  the  Phocians  j  but,  in  the  mean  time,  fome  dif- 
fenfions  taking  place  among  them,  the  predominating  party 
had  refufed  to  give  them  up  to  Proxenus.  Such  was  the-fub- 
ftance  of  thefe  letters  *. 

We  have  lamented  the  blind  obftinacy  of  the  Phocians,  but 
we  have  not  abandoned  them.  The  article  in  the  decree  of 
Philocrates,  by  which  they  were  excluded  from  the  treaty,  has 
been  crazed  ;  and  in  its  (lead  it  has  been  inferted,  that  Athens 
itipulates  in  her  own  name,  and  in  the  name  of  all  her  allies  \ 

When  tlie  afTembly  rofe,  every  one  faid  that  a  peace  indeed 
(hould  be  concluded  with  Philip  :  but  it  did  not  feem  proper 


^  Id.  ibid.  p.. 299.  Ul  ..iao.  ibid.  p. 
•*  JEXchin,  itiid.  {>.  404.  Id.  in  Clcfiph. 
«  Demoab.  ibid,  p;  29^  et  317* 


ï>  I.l.  ibid.  p.  295  et  342.    .^fchiu. 
de  Fa  If.  Le^.  p.  40^. 
^  .^chin.  ibid.  p.  416. 
d  Demoith.  ibid.  p.  317. 
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that  wc  fliould  contrat  an  alliance  with  him,  till  the  dcputic» 
which  bad  been  fent  to  the  different  ftates  of  Greece  {hould  be 
returned  *.  -» 

The  igtb  of  Elapbebolion  *.  Dcmofthenes,  having  fecurcd 
the  roftrum,  declared,  that  all  the  proceedings  of  the  day  be- 
fore mud  be  utterly  inefFeâual>  unlefs  the  Macedonian  ambaf* 
fadors  could  be  perfuaded  to  concur  ;  that  we  ought  not  to  rend 
the  alliance  from  the  peace  (for  that  was  the  expreflion  he  em- 
ployed), nor  to  wait  the  dilatory  proceedings  of  the  other  ftates 
of  Greece,  which  fliould  détermine  each  for  itfelf  for  peace  or 
war.  The  ambaiTadors  from  Macedoa  were  prefent.  Antlpa- 
ter  anfwered  according  as  had  been  concerted  between  him 
and  Demofthenes,  who  now  addreiTed  hb  difcoarfe'  to  him  ^» 
The  matter  has  not  been  profoundly  inveftigated*  It  had  been 
enaâed,  by  a  previous  decree,  that,  in  the  firft  afiembly,  every 
citizen  might  give  his  opinion  on  the  fubje£ts  propofed  for  de- 
liberation ;  but  that  on  the  next  day  the  prefidents  ibould  take 
the  fuffirages  in  order  :  they  have  accordingly  taken  them,  and 
we  have  at  once  made  a  treaty  of  peace  and  a  treaty  of  alli- 
ance s. 

The  principal  articles  of  this  treaty  are  as  follow  :  We  cede 
to  Philip  our  claims  to  Amphipolis  ^  ;  but  we  are  given  to  ex- 
pea  in  return  either  the  ifland  of  Euboea,  of  which  he  may  in 
fome  manner  difpofe,  or  the  city  of  Oropus,  wHch  the  Thc- 
banrhavc  taken  from  us  K  We  flatter  ourfelves,  likewife,  that 
he  will  leave  us  in  the  pofleiGon  of  the  Thracian  Cherfonefus  ^, 
We  have  comprehended  aU  our  allies  in  the  treaty,  and  thus 
proteâ  the  king  of  Thrace,  the  people  of  Halus,  and  the  Fho- 
cians.  We  guarantee  to  Philip  all  that  ]|p  at  prefent  pofTefles» 
and  we  engage  to  confider  as  enemies  all  who  fliall  make  at- 
tempts to  deprive  him  of  them  '• 


^  ^fchin.  in  Ctefipli.  p.  439. 
*  The  rpth  of  Marcb  of  the  year 
345  before  Chriffc. 
f  Id.  ibid. 

Z  Id.  de  Fair.  Leg.  p.  4*5. 
i>  Demofth.  dc  Face,  p.  tfj.  I<it.FbîL 


ap.  Demoftb.  p.  117. 

i  Id.  de  Fair.  Leg.  p.  2^7  et  3ttf.  Id. 
de  Pace,  p.  6u 

k  Id.  ibid.  p.  305. 

>  Id.ibid.  p.  31J. 
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Objefts  fo  important  ought  to  have  been  difcvffcd  ^nd  fettled 
în  a  general  affembly  of  the  Grecian  ftates  "*•  It  was  the  wife 
of  our  allies  that  fuch  an  affemWy  flioidd  be  convened,  and  we 
had  determined  to  convoke  it  ^  ;  but  the  afiair  fuddenly  took  a 
rapid  turn,  and  every  thing  was  concluded  with  precipitation, 
Philip  had  written  to  us,  that,  if  we  would  enter  into  an  alli- 
ance with  him,  he  would  explain  himfelf  more  clearly  with  re- 
fyeCk  to  the  cel&ons  he  could  make  to  us  ^^  This  vague  pro^ 
mife  has  dazzled  the  people,  and  the  defire  of  pleafing  the 
king  of  Macedon  feduced  pur  orators.  Though  his  ambafla- 
dors  have  entered  into  no  engagements  p,  we  have  haftened  to 
take  the  oath  to  them,  and  to  name  deputies,  who  are  to  depart 
for  Macedon  to  receive  that  of  the  king  «. 

Thefe  are  in  number  ten,  without  enumerating  the  deputy 
of  our  allies  ^.  Some  of  them  went  on  the  former  embafly  ^ 
among  whom  are  Demofthenes  and  JEfchines,  Their  inftruc- 
tions  contain,  among  other  things,  that  the  treaty  fliall  extend 
to  the  allies  of  Athens  and  thofe  of  Philip  ;  that  the  deputies 
{hall  repiiir  to  that  prince  tb  receive  the  rati&cation  of  it  ;  that 
they  {hall  avoid  all  particular  conference  with  him  ;  that  they 
ihall  demand  the  Athenians,  whom  he  holds  in  chains,  to  be 
fet  at  liberty  ;  that  in  each  of  the  cities  which  are  in  aDiancc 
with  him,  they  {liall  receive  the  oath  of  thofe  who  are  at  the 
head  of  the  government  ;  and  Aat  they  {hall  be  empowered' to 
a£l  according  to  circumftances,  and  as  they  {hall  judge  moCt 
conducive  to  the  intercfts  of  the  republic  •.  The  fenate  is  di- 
reâed  to  ha{len  their  departure  *. 

Tbe  25/A  (f  Elaphebolion  *.  The  agents,  or  reprefentatives  of 
fome  of  our  allies,  have  this  day  taken  the  oath,  in  prefence  of 
the  amba{radors  of  Philip  *. 


"  JESchin.  in  Ctcfiph.  p.  437. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  438. 

*  Demofth.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  300. 

P  Td.  ibid.  p.  304. 

^  Id.  de  Ck>ron.  p.  477. 

'  itfcMn.  de  Ftlf.  Leg.  p.  410. 

'  Demofth.  ibid^  p.  337.   .^fchin.  10 


Ctefipb*  p.  41X. 

t  Id.  ibid.  p.  317. 

•  The  45th  of  March  of  the  year 
^6  before  Chrift. 

"  -£fchiii.ibid.p.  483.  Id.  in  Ctcfiph. 
P-  439. 
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The  3^  ofMunychion  *.  It  is  the  intcreft  of  Philip  to  defer 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  ours  to  haftefi  it  \  for  i^e 
have  fuipended  all  our  preparations,  and  he  has  never  been  fo 
aâive.  He  prefumes  with  reafon  that  we  ihall  not  difpute 
with  him  the  pofTeflion  of  thofe  places  which  he  may  conquer 
in  the  interim.  Demofthenes  however  has  penetrated  his  de- 
(igns,  and  has  prevailed  on  the  fenate,  of  which  he  is  a  mem- 
ber, to  pafs  a  decree  that  our  ambaiTadors  ihall  fet  out  for  Ma- 
cedon  as  foon  as  poffible  *.     They  will  depart  vidthout  delay. 

The  i^tb  of  ThargelioN  f.  Philip  has  not  yet  figncd  the 
treaty  :  our  ambafladors  have  made  no  extraordinary  hade  to 
come  up  with  him  j  they  are  îiÇMacedon,  and  he  is  in  Thrace, 
Notwithftanding  he  had  given  bis  word  not  to  enter  the  terri- 
tories of  king  Cerfobleptes,  he  has  feized  on  one  part  of  them^ 
and  is  making  preparations  to  poiTefs  himfelf  of  the  other  ;  hj 
which  acquifition  he  will  confiderably  increafe  his  power 'and 
revenues  :  for,  bcfides  that  the  country  is  very  rich  and  populous^ 
die  duties  that  the  king  of  Thrace  coUeâs  in  his  ports  ^  amount 
annually  to  two  hundred  talents  j:.  It  would  have  been  eafy 
for  us  to  have  prevented  this  conqueft.  Our  ambafladors  might 
have  reached  the  Hellefpont  in  lefs  than  ten  days,  or,  perhaps^ 
in  lefs  than  three  or  four  *  :  they  would  have  found  Philip  iu 
the  neighbourhood,  and  might  have  offered  him  the  alternative 
of  accepting  or  refufing  the  conditions  of  peace.  In  the  former 
cafe,  he  muft  have  engaged  not  to  invade  the  territories  of  our 
allies,  among  whom  the  king  of  Thrace  would  have  been  in- 
cluded ;  and  in  the  latter,  our  army,  in  conjunélion  with  that 
of  the  Phocians,  would  have  ftopped  his  progrefs  at  Thermo* 
pylse  "  ;  our  fleets,  mailers  of  the  feas,  would  have  prevented 
his  from  making  a  defcent  on 'Attica-,  we  Ihould  have  (hut 
againft  him  our  ports,  and  rather  than  have  fuffered  the  trade 


•  The  ïft  of  Apri;  of  the  fame  year. 

*  Demoilh/ibtd.  p.  316  ct  317. 

+  l"he  T3th  of  May  of  the  fame  year, 
y  U,  in  Ariftocr.  p.  743, 


I  T,o8o/xx3  livres  (45.0001) 

*  Id.  d»  Corun.  '>.  477. 

*  W.  dc  Falf.  Le|.  p.  31* 
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of  his  fubjeâs  to  be  ruined»  he  would  have  paid  a  proper  re- 
TjpcCt  to  our  claims  and  our  rights. 

Such  was  the  plan  of  Demofthenes,  who  recommended  that 
the  ambafladors  Ihould  go  by  fea  ;  but  -Sfchines,  Philocrates, 
and  the  greater  part  of  them  preferred  going  by  land,  and  jour- 
neying by  fhort  ftages,  fo  that  they  have  been  three  and  twenty 
days  in  going  from  Athens  to  Pella,  the  capital  of  Macedonia  ^j. 
"When  they  had  arrived,  they  might  immediately  have  repaired 
to  the  camp  of  Philip,  or  have  gone  to  the  different  cities  to 
receive  the  oatli  of  the  allies  j  inftead  of  which,  they  have  de- 
termined quietly  to  remain  at  Pella  till  his  expedition  fhall  be 
terminated.  . 

On  his  return,  he  will  include  his  new  acquifitions  among 
the  pofleffions  which  we  have  guaranteed  to  him  j  and  if  v  e 
fiiould  allege,  that  his  feizure  of  the  territories  of  Cerlobleptes 
is  an  infraûion  of  the  treaty,  he  will  reply,  that  at  the  time  he 
made  this  conquefl,  he  had  not  yet  feen  our  ambafladors,  nor 
ratified  the  treaty  which  was  to  limit  the  progrefs  of  his  arms  ^. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Thebans  having  implored  his  affiftance 
againft  the  Phocians,  not  fatisfied  with  fending  them  troops  **, 
he  has  feized  this  opportunity  to  aflemble,  in  his  capital,  the 
deputies  of  the  principal  cities  of  Greece.  His  pretext  for  this 
convention  is,  that  the  war  between  the  Thebans  and  the  Pho- 
cians may  be  terminated  j  but  his  real  objeft  to  hold  Greece 
mauive  till  he  (hall  have  executed  the  projefts  he  has  formed. 

Tie  I'^th  of  Scirophorion  * n  Our  ambafladors  have  at  length 
returned  :  they  will  give  an  account  of  their  embafly  to  the  fe- 
nate  on  the  day  after  to-morrow,  and  on  the  next  day  to  the 
aflTembly  of  the  people  ^ 

The  i^th  of  Scirophonon\.  If  we  believe  Demofl:lienes,  no- 
thing can  be  conceived  more  (hameful  and  criminal  than  the 


b  Id.  ibid.  P.3Î7' 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  318.     UlpÎRn.  ibid.  p. 

377- 

Û  Diod.  Sic.  ii'r^.  i5.  p.  455.  JElfcbio. 

deFalf.  I«£-P'.4xs. 


•  The  pth  of  June  of  the  year  346 
before  Chrilt 

^  Dcmofth.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  ip5et 
302. 

t  The  iilhof  June. 
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conduft  of  our  ambafiadors.  He  accufcs  them  of  havmg  foI4 
^hemfclvcs  to  Philip,  and  betrayed  the  republic  aqd  her  allies* 
He  eamcftly  preflcd  them  to  repair  immediately  to  Philip  j  but 
they  pbftmately  perfifted  in  waiting  for  him  at  Pella  for  fevei^ 
^nd  twenty  days,  and  did  not  fee  him  till  fifty  days  after  their 
departure  from  Athens  '. 

The  king  of  Maccdon,  on  his  return,  fpimd  fhe  deputies  of 
the  firft  cities  of  Greece  afTembled  in  his  capita},  alarmed  at  his 
new  conquefts,  and  {till  more  difquieted  at  the  defign  he  mani- 
fefted  pontinually  to  approach  Thermcçylœ  «.  All  were  igno- 
rant of,  and  endeavoured  to  difcpver  his  real  views.  The  cour* 
tiers  of  the  king  faid  to  fome  of  our  ambafiadors,  that  the  cities 
of  Bœptia  would  be  reftored  to  their  rights,  and  that  hence  wc 
might  conclude,  that  Thebes  was  threatened.  The  ambaflkdora 
from  Laced^ipmon  credited  this  report,  and,  joining  with  ours, 
prefled  Philip  to  execute  his  piojcâ;.  The  Theffalians,  how- 
ever, faid  that  the  expedition  was  intended  aga^nfl  them  alone. 

While  the  deputies  were  alternately  agitated  by  their  hopes 
and  fears,  Philip  employed  to  gain  them  over  fometimes  pre* 
fents  ^,  which  feemed  to  be  only  teftimonies  of  efteem,  and. 
fometimes  çareflès,  which  might  be  taken  for  the  overflovrings 
of  friendfhip*  ^fchines  and  Philocrates  are  fufpeâed  not  to 
have  been  infenfible  to  thefe  twp  modes  of  feduâion. 

On  the  day  of  public  audience,  the  ambafiadors  wer^  madQ 
to  wait,  for  the  king  was  not  rifen  j  and  when  they  murmured, 
Parmehio  faid  to  them,  «  Be  not  furprifed,  tliat  Philip  fleeps 
while  ypu  wake^  for  he  watched  while  you  flept  *."  At  length 
he  appeared,  and  each  in  turn  addrefied  him  on  the  pbjeâ  of 
their  miflion*.  .^chines  enlarged  on  the  refolutipn  which 
^e  king  had  taken  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  of  the  Phocians» 
He  conjured  him  when  he  fliould  be  at  Delphi  to  reftorc  liber- 
ty to  the  cities  of  Boeotia,  and.  to  re-eftabliih  thofe  which  the 

'  Id.  ibid.  p.  317.  I      i  Plut.  Apophth.  t.  ii.  p.  17p. 

f  .£fchtn.  ibid,  p*  4^€,  I      k  JEfchio.  de  Falf.  Le^.  p.  412. 

H  Id.  de  Falf.  Ug.  p.  318.  |  .  *  *^  ^ 
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Thébans  had  deftroyed;  he  recommended  to  him  not  indifcn- 
minately  to  deliver  up  to  the  latter  people  the  wretched  inhabl» 
tants  of  Phocisi  but  to  fubmit  the  fentence  of  thofe  who  had 
profaned  the  temple  and  treafury  of  Apollo,  to  the  détermina* 
tion  of  the  Atnphiâyonic  dates,  who  had  always  poflèfièd  the 
right  to  puniih  fuch  kinds  of  crimes, 

Philip  did  not  explain  himfelf  openly  widi  refpe£b  to  thefe 
demands*  He  difmifled  the  other  deputies,  and  departed  with 
ours  for  Thei&Iy  ;'and  it  was  only  in  an  inn  in  the  city  of  Phe« 
rsB,  that  he  figned  the  treaty  which  he  fwore  to  obferve  *.  He 
refufed  to  include  in  it  the  Phocians,  that  he  might  not  violate 
the  oath  he  had  fwom  to  the  Theffalians  and  Thebans  "*  :  but 
he  gave  promifes  and  a  letter.  Our  ambafTadors  took  their 
leave,  and  the^oops  pf  the  king  advanced  toward  Thermoi 
pylx* 

The  fenate  met  this  morning,  and  the  hall  was  filled  with 
people*.  Demofthenes  has  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  hit 
colleagues  have  aâed  contrary  to  their  inftruâions,  that  they 
are  fold  to  l^hiiip,  and  that  our  only  refource  is  to  fly  to  the 
fuccouT  of  the'Phocians,  and  to  feize  on  the  pafs  of  Thermo* 
pylsB  <*. 

The  letter  of  the  king  was  infufficient  to  calm  the  minds  of 
the  people  :  "  I  have  taken  the  oath,'^  fays  he,  **  in  the  prc- 
fence  of  your  ambafladors  ;  you  will  fee  that  it  contains  the 
names  of  fuch  of  my  allies  as  were  prefent  ;  and  I  (hall  fend 
you  the  oath  of  the  others  when  it  (hall  have  been  taken  p/'  A 
îittle  lower  he  adds,  ♦*  Your  ambafladors  would  have  gone  to 
the  cities  of  our  allies,  to  have  received  their  oaths  j  but  I  have 
kept  them  with  me,  becaufe  I  had  need  of  them,  to  reconcile 
the  people  of  Halus  with  thofe  of  Pharfalos  *>." 

The  letter  does  not  fay  a  word  of  the  Phocians,  nor  of  the 
hopes  which  were  held  out  to  us,  when  we  concluded  the  peace* 


•  Demofth.  ibid.  p.  317. 
"  Id.  ibid.  p.  300  et  343.    Ulpiao. 
P-357- 

Id.  ibid.  p.  %^6, 


^  Id.  Philip.  2.  p.  67. 

P  urchin,  ibid.  p.  415. 

'  Bemoft.  4e  Falf.  Leg.  p.  255, 
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He  then  fignified  to  us,  that  if  wc  would  confent  to  enter  into 
an  alliance  with  him,  he  would  explain  himfclf  more  deatly 
with  refpeft  to  the  fervices  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  render 
us.  But  in  his  laft  letter  he  coldly  fays,  that  he  does  not  know 
in  what  he  can  oblige  us  ^  The  fenate  has  indignantly  palTed 
a  decree  conformable  to  the  advice  of  Demofthenes  ;  it  has  not 
voted  eulogies  to  the  ambaiTadors,  nor  invited  them  to  an  en- 
tertainment in  the  prytancum  j  a  tacit  but  fevere  cenfure,  which 
none  of  our  deputies  have  before  received  ',  and  which  muft, 
no  doubt,  prejudice  the  people  againft  w£fchines  and  Ids  adhe- 
rents. 


Letter  of  Callimedon. 

The  i6ti  of  SciropboriçH*  ^.  I  am  now  at  the  houfe  of  the 
grave  ApoUodorus  :  I  came  to  vifit  him  while  he  was  writing 
to  you,  and  have  fnatched  the  pen  from  his  hands  to  continue 
his  journal. 

I  now  know  my  Demofthenes  by  rote.  Would  you  know 
what  a  vigorous  and  fublime  genius  can  produce,  make  him 
mount  the  roftrum  ;  but  would  you  fee  a  man  completely  awk- 
ward, embarTafTed,  and  unpoliihed,  you. have  only  to.  convey 
him  to  the  court  of  Macedon.  When  our  deputies  appeared  a 
fécond  time  before  Philip,  he  was  in  hafte  to  fpeak  firft,  and 
began  with  inveâives  againft  his  colleagues,  which  were  fol- 
lowed by  a  long  difplay  of  the  fervices  he  had  rendered  that 
prince,  and  the  tirefome  reading  of  the  decrees  he  had  caufed 
to  be  pafled,  to  accelerate  the  peace  ;  'to  which  fucceeded  a  long 
account  of  his  attention  to  lodge  the  ambaiTadors  from  Mace- 
don in  his  own  houfe,  to  procure  them  good  cufliions  at  the 
theatre,  to  choofe  for  them  three  teams  of  mules  when  they 
left  Athens,  and  to  accompany  them  himfelf  on  horfeback  5. 


'  Id.  ibid.  p.  300.  I  before  Chrift. 

«  Id.  ibid.  p.  298.  c  Id.  ibid.  p.  30a, 

•  The  lath  of  June  of  the  year  346  | 
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and  all  this  openly  in  dcfpite  of  the  envious,  with  the  fole  in- 
tention to  pleafe  the  monarch.  His  colleagues  covered  their 
faces  to  hide  their  blufhes  at  fuch  abfurdity,  while  he  ftill  con- 
tinued, **  I  have  not  fpoken  of  your  beauty,  it  is  the  merit  of 
a  woman  ;  nor  of  your  memory,  it  is  that  of  a.  rhetorician  ;  nor 
your  talent  for  drinking,  it  is  that  of  a  fpunge."  In  a  word,  he 
harangued  in  this  ftrange  manner  fo  long,  tliat  at  lad  every  bo- 
dy burft  into  a  laugh  ". 

I  have  another  fcene  to  defcribe  to  you.  I  am  jufl:  come 
from  the  general  affembly.  It  was  expefted,  that  the  debates 
would  be  violent  and  interefting.  Our  ambafladots  cannot  a- 
gree  concerning  the  anfwer  of  Philip,  though  this  was  the  grand 
objedl  of  their  embafly.  ^fchines  has  fpoken  of  the  innume- 
rable advantages  which  the  king  wifhes  to  grant  us  '  -,  he  has 
particularized  fome,  and  explained  himfelf  concerning  others 
in  half-words,  like  a  profound  politician,  and  a  man  honoured 
with  the  confidence  of  the  king,  and  alone  intruftcd  with  his 
fecrets.  After  having  given  us  a  high  idea  of  his  capacity,  he 
gravely  came  down  from  the  roftrum,  which  Demofthenes  im- 
mediately afcended,  and  abfolutely  denied  all  that  the  other  had 
affirmed,  ^fchines  and  Philocrates,  however,  had  placed  them- 
felves  on  each  fide  of  him,  and  interrupted  him  at  every  fen- 
tence,  by  exclamations  or  pleafantries.  The  nmltitude  did  the 
fame.  **  Since  you  arc  afraid,"  faid  Demofthenes,  **  that  I 
fiiould  deftroy  your  hopes,  I  enter  my  proteft  againft  thefe  fal- 
lacious promifes,  and  retire."  /*  Not  fo  faft,"  replied  ^f- 
chines  ;  **  flop  ohe  moment,  and  at  leaft  declare,  that,  for  the 
future,  you  will  not  attribute  to  yourfelf  the  fiiccefs  of  your 
colleagues."  "  No,  no,"  replied  Demofthenes,  with  a  farcaftic 
fmile,  <*  I  will  n«ver  do  you  that  injuftice."  Philocrates  then 
faid,  "  Athenians,  be  not  furprifed  that  Demofthenes  and  I 
are  not  of  the  fame  opinion  ;  he  drinks  only  water,  and  I  only 
wme."  Thefe  words  occafioned  a  roar  of  laughter  y,  and  Phi- 
locrates remained  mafter  of  the  field  of  battle. 


^  £fchin.  ibid.  p.  412.  \      f  Id.  ibid,  p.  3Co. 

'  DemoUh.  ibid.  p.  apy.  { 
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Apollodorus  will  inform  you  of  the  cataftrophc  of  this  farce, 
for  our  aflembly  is  now  merely  a  comic  fcenc,  and  our  orators 
are  only  ftage  players,  who  declaim  with  virulence  againft  each 
other.  It  is  faid,  that  on  this  occdfion  fome  of  them  have  car- 
ried that  privilege  a  little  too  far.  Of  this  I  know  nothing  9  but 
I  clearly  fee  that  Philip  laughs  at  thete,  tliat  they  dupe  the  peo» 
pIC)  and  that  the  wifeft  part  we  can  take  is,  to  laugh  both  at  the 
peojdc  and  at  thofe  who  govern  them. 


Letter  of  Apollodorus. 

I  SHALL  now  add  what  I  think  wanting  to  the  narrative  of  the 
mad-brained  Callimedon. 

The  people  were  alarmed  at  the  arrival  of  Philip  at  Thermo- 
pylae *.  Should  this  prince  join  the  Thebans  our  enemies,  and 
deftroy  the  Phocians  our  allies,  wh^t  hope  would  remadn  to  the 
republic  ?  -ffifchines  has  pledged  himfclf  for  the  favourable 
difpofitions  of  the  king,  and  the  fafety  of  Phocis.  In  two  or 
three  days,  he  affirms,  without  leaving  our  homes,  without  be- 
ing obliged  to  have  rccourfe  to  arms,  we  fliall  learn  that  the 
city  of  Thebes  is  befieged,  that  Bœotia  is  free,  and  that  Platasa 
and  Thefpiac,  which  have  been  demolifhed  by  the  Thebans,  are 
rebuilding.  Sentence  will  be  pronounced  on  the  facrilegc  com- 
mitted againft  the  temple  of  Apollo,  by  the  tribunal  of  the  Am- 
phîûyons;  and  the  crime  of  a  few  individuals  will  no  longer  be 
imputed  to  tlie  whole  nation  of  the  Phocians.  We  give  up  Am- 
phipolis;  but  for  this  facrifice  we  Ihall  receive  a  fufficient  In- 
demnification *. 

After  this  harangue,  the  people,  intoxicated  with  hope  and 
joy,  refufed  to  hear  Demofthenes,  and  Philocrates  propofed  a 
decree  which  paffed  without  oppofition.  It  contains  eulogiums 
on  Philip,  a  ftriâ:  alliance  with  his  pofterity,  and  feveral  othcf 

-  H.  de  Coron,  p.  478,  |      '^  Id.  ihid.    Id.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  ip;. 

I  Id.  de  Pace,  p.  60. 
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articles,  of  which  the  following  is  the  moft  important  :  **  If  the 
Phociaiis  do  not  give  up  the  temple  of  Delphi  to  the  Âmphic«« 
tyonsy  the  Athenians  will  caufe  tl^ir  troops  to  march  againft 
them^" 

This  refolution  taken,  new  deputies  have  been  chofen,  who 
are  to  repair  to  Philip,  and  fuperintend  the  execution  of  his  pro- 
inifes«  Demofthene$  has  excufed  himfelf  ;  iBfchines  has  pre- 
tended illnefs,  and  others  have  been  immediately  appointed  ia 
their  {lead.  Stephanus,  Dercyllus,  and  the  reft  will  depart  di- 
re£Uy  ^  ;  and  in  a  few  days  we  ihall  know  whether  the  ftorm 
has  fallen  on  our  friends  or  our  enemies^  on  the  Phocians  or 
the  Thebans. 

Tif  27/A  of  Scirophorion  *.  The  ruin  of  Pliocis  and  its  inha^' 
bitants  is  complete.  The  general  aflembly  Was  held  this  day, 
at  the  Piraeus,  on  the  fubje£l  of  our  arfenals  **.  Dercyllus,  oac 
of  Qur  deputies,  has  fuddenly  returned.  He  had  learned,  at 
Chalcis  in  Eubœa,  that,  a  few  days  before,  the  Phocians  had 
fubmitted  to  Philip,  who  is  preparing  to  deliver  them  into  the 
hands  of  the  Theb:;ns.  It  is  impoffible,  that  I  (hould  defcribe 
the  grief,  confternation,  and  terror,  which  have  fazed  on  all 
minds. 

Sr&  28/A  of  Sctrophonon  f .  Wc  are  in  an  agitation,  which 
the  conviûion  of  our  feeblenefs  renders  infupportable.  The 
generals,  with  the  confent  of  the  fenate,  have  convened  an  ex- 
traordinary aflembly,  which  has  paflcd  a  decree  to  remove,  as 
foon  as  poflible,  from  the  country,  the  women,  children,  and  all 
kinds  of  moveable  cfFecls  ;  tliofe  which  arc  within  one  hundred 
and  twenty  ftadia  J  to  be  conveyed  to  the  city,  and  tlie  Pirseus; 
and  thofe  beyond  that  diftance  to  Eleufis,  Phyle,  Aphidiia, 
Rhamnus,  and  Sunium.  ^^It  is  likewife  enaâed,  that  the  walls 
of  Athens,  and  other  places  of  ftrength,  (hall  be  repaired,  and 


b  td.  ibid.  p.  30t. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  312.    ^fcbin.  ibid.  p. 

•  The  a^d  of  Jnne  of  the  year  346 


before  Chrift. 
d  Id^ibid.  p.  y>%  et  31*. 
+  The  24th  of  June. 
}  About  four  ka^aes  and  a  half. 
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that  facrlfices  fhall  be  offered  to  Hercules,  as  b  our  cuftom  ixf 
times  of  public  calamity  *. 

The  30/A  of  Sciropharion  ♦.  The  following  are  the  particulars 
of  the  misfortune  of  the  Phocians.  At  the  very  time  when 
JEfchlnes  and  Philocrates  were  making  us  fuch  magnificent 
promifes  on  the  part  of  Philip,  he  had  already  paffcd  the  ftraits 
of  Thermopylx  *^.  The  Phocians,  uncertain  of  his  real  deCgns, 
and  fluâuating  between  fear  and  hope,  could  not  refolve  to 
feize  that  important  poft.  They  occupied  the  places  which  are 
at  the  entrance  of  the  defile.  The  king  fought  to  treat  with 
them  :  they  miftrufted  his  intentions,  and  wifhed  to  know  ours; 
and  foon  after  receiving  advice  by  deputies,  which  he  had  dîf- 
patched  to  them  «,  of  what  had  paffed  in  our  aflcmbly  of  the 
i6th  of  this  month  f,  they  were  perfuaded,  that  Philip,  aâing 
in  concert  with  us,  meaned  in  reality  to  attack  the  Thebans, 
and  no  longer  thought  of  defending  themfclves  '.  Phalaecus, 
their  general,  furrendered  to  him  Nicsea,  and  the  fortreflis  in 
the  environs  of  Thermopylx,  and  obtained  pcrmiflion  to  retire 
into  Ehocis,  with  the  eight  thoufand  men  under  his  command  '• 
At  this  news  the  Lacedxmonians,  who  were  marching  under 
the  condu£t  of  Archidamus,  to  the  aflTiftancc  6f  the  Phocians, 
again  returned  quietly  towards  Pcloppnncfus  ^  j  and  Philip^ 
without  effort,  without  oppofition,  without  lofing  a  fingle  man, 
may  now  decide  on  the  fate  of  a  people,  who  for  ten  years  have 
refilled  all  the  attacks  of  the^Thebans  and  Theflalians,  obilinate* 
ly  bent  on  their  deftruéiion..  This  is  now,  no  doubt,  determin- 
ed :  Philip  has  promifed,  and  owes  it  to  his  allies  :  he  will  be- 
lieve likewife,  that  it  is  to  his  intereft.  He  will  treat  the  Pho- 
cians as  wretches  guilty  of  facrilege  ;  and  if  he  (hould  exer- 
cife  cruelty  towards  tliem,  he  will  be  condemned  indeed  by 


*  Dcmofth.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  312.  Id. 
de  Coron,  p.  478. 

•  Tlic  %6ih.  oi  Tunc, 
f  Id.  dc  Cor.  ibid. 

S  Id.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  301. 


t  The  ijth  of  June. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  305. 

t  ^fchin.  ibid.   p.  4x7.    I>iod.  Iib« 

Id.  p.  455 
^  Demoiih.  ibid.  p.  301  ct  305. 
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a  Anall  number  of  fages,  but  every  where  adored  by  the  multi* 
tude. 

How  completely  has  he  deceived  us  !  or  rather  how  obfti-- 
nately  have  we  perfifted  in  the  refolutlon  to  be  deceived  !  When 
he  made  our  ambafladors  wait  fo  long  at  Pella,  was  it  not  ma- 
nifeft  that  he  wifhed  to  finilh  his  expedition  in  Thrace  witliout 
interruption  ?  When  he  kept  them  with  him  after  having  dif- 
mifled  the  others,  was  it  not  clear  that  his  intention  was  to  com- 
plete his  preparations,  and  prevent  us  from  continuing  ours  ? 
When  he  fcnt  them  back  with  words  which  promifed  every 
thing,  and  a  letter  that  promifed  nothing,  was  it  not  demon- 
(Irated  that  he  had  entered  into  no  engagement  with  us  ? 

I  had  forgotten  to  tell  you,  that  in  this  letter  he  propofed  to 
us  to  caufe  our  troops  to  advance,  and,  in  concert  with  him, 
terminate  the  war  of  the  Phocians  *  :  but  he  knew  well  that  this 
letter  would  not  be  delivered  to  us  till  after  he  (hould  be  mailer 
of  Phocis. 

We  have  at  prefent  no  other  refource  than  the  indulgence  or 

pity  of  this  prince.    The  pity! ^Yc  manes  of  Themiftocles 

and  Âriftides  !  By  entering  into  an  alliance  with  him,  and 
haftily  concluding  a  peace,  at  a  time  when  we  invited  the  other 
ftates  of  .Greece  to  take  arms,  we  have  loft  our  pofleffions  and 
our  allies  K  To  whom  can  we  now  addrefs  ourfelves  ?  All  the 
north  of  Greece  is  devoted  to  Philip.  Li  Peloponnefus,  Elis, 
Arcadia,  and  Argos,  filled  with  his  partifans  **,  will  not,  any 
more  than  the  other  ftates  of  that  country,  pardon  our  alliance 
with  the  Lacedaemonians  "  ;  and  the  latter  people,  notwithftand*- 
ing  the  reftlefs  ardour  of  Archidamus  their  king,  prefer  peace 
to  waifr  On  our  fide,  when  I  view  the  ftate  of  our  navy,  our 
army,  and  finances,  I  only  behold  llie  (battered  remains  of 
a  once  formidable  power. 

A  general  outcry  has  been  raifed  againft  our  deputies.  They 
ac  very  culpable,  if  they  have  betrayed  us,  and  very  unfortu- 


k  Id  ibid.  p.  101.  .fl:fciiin.  dfi  Falf.  |      ^  Id.  ibid.  p.  334- 
Lrg.  p.  4X(>.  I      °  Id.  de  Pace.  p.  tfz. 

^  Id.  ibid,  p*  3x5.'  I 
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natCy  if  they  are  innocent.  I  aflced  iEfchines  why  they  (tayed 
in  Macedon  ?  He  anfwered,  Becaufe  we  had  no  orders  to  go 
farther  ^.  I  likewife  aiked  him  why  he  had  flattered  us  with 
fuch  fpecious  but  falfe  hopes  ?  He  replied»  I  haye  related  what 
I  was  told>  and  what  I  faw,  as  I  was  told  it,  and  as  I  faw  it  K 
This  orator,  when  he  heard  of  the  progrefs  of  Philip,  immedi- 
ately fct  out  to  join  the  third  deputation  which  we  have  fent  to 
that  prince,  though  a  few  days  before  be  had  decUncd  being 
one  of  the  deputies  ^. 


In  the  Archokshxp  of  Archtas, 

The  3d  year  of  the  108th  Olympiad, 

(From  tbf  l^tb  of  June  ofthejear  346,  to  the  i^tb  of  July  of  tbt 
year  345,  before  Cbrift,) 

Letter  of  Apollodorus. 
Ths  ith  rf  Metagitnton  ♦.    It  is  yet  permitted  us  to  be  free- 
Philip  will  not  turn  his  arrhs  againft  us  :  he  has  hitherto  been  oc-* 
cupled  by  the  afiairs  of  Phocis,  and  other  motives  win  foon 
oblige  him  to  return  to  Macedon. 

As  foon  as  he  arrived  at  Delphi,  he  aflembled  thé  council  of 
the  Amphiélyons,  in  order  to  decree  an  exemplary  pmiiihment 
againft  thofe  who  had  feized  on  the  temple  and  the  facred  tKa» 
Aire.  The  form  was  legale  we  ourfelvesJiad  indicated  it  in 
ouf  decree  of  the  x6th  of  Scirophorion  f }  yet,  as  the  Thebanr 
and  TheflTalians,  by  the  number  of  their  foffirages,  difpofe  at 
pleafure  of  the  decifions  of  that  tribunal,  die  judgment  pro- 
nounced muft  neceflarily  be  influenced  by  hatred  and  <Aelty  ^ 
The  principal  authors  of  the  facrilege  are,  devoted  to  pub- 
lic execration  \  they  may  be  purfued  wherever  they  fly  *•  The 
naûon,  as  an  accomplice  in  their  crime,  fince  it  took  up  arms  in- 


*  JGftrhin.  de  FsH*.  \x%.  p.  410. 
^  ra.  ibid.  p.  407. 

4  Demoft.  de  FalC.  Leg.  p.  319. 

*  The  firft  of  Auguft  of  tbe  yetr 
34(bcfore  Ghrift.  t 


tltt  famt 


t  The  lath  of  June  of 
year. 
^  Demofih.  de  Ftlf.  teg.  p.  302: 
*  Diodr  Sic.  iib«  ttf^  F*  455* 
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their  defence,  lofes  the  double  fufiirage  it  bad  in  the  afiemblj  of 
the  Amphiâyons,  and  this  privilege  4s  for  ever  transferred  to 
the  kings-  of  Macedon.  AU  the  cities  of  Phocis,  excepting 
three,  of  wUch  it  is  thought  fufficient  to  deftroy  the  fortifica-  ^ 
tions,  are  to  be.  d^moliihed,  and  reduced  to  villages  of  fifty  fmali 
houfes  placed  «t  a  certaûa  diftance  from  each  other  ^  The  in- 
habitants of  Phocis,  deprived  of  the  right  of  offering  facrifices> 
or  participatif^  io  the  (acred  ceremonies,  may  cultivate  their 
landsy  but  muft  annually  pay  fixty  talents  *  into  the  fkcred  trea^ 
fury,  till  they  (hall  have  reftored  the  virhole  fum  vvrhich  they  have 
tlben  out  of  it*  They  are  i;o  deliver  up  their  arms  and  horfes, 
and  are  not  to  poffefs  others  till  they  have  made  complete  re- . . 
ftoration.to  the  treafury.  .  Philip,  in  concert  with  the  Boeotians 
and  Thefialians,' ifr  to  prçfide  at  the  Pythian  games,  infteadof 
the  Q^nthians,  who  are  accufed  of  having  favoured  the  Pho- 
cians.  Theit  are  alfo  other  articles,  the  obje£b  of  which  is  to 
rç^ftablifii  union  among  the  ftates  of  Greece,  and  rellore  the 
dignity  of  divine  worlhip  in  the  temple  of  Apollo  ". 

.  The  propofition  of  the  Œtseans  of  Theilkly  was  cruel,  be- 
eaufe  it  w;^  conformable  to  the  laws  enaâed  againft  facrilege* 
They  propofed  to  exterminate  the  impious  race  of  the  Phocians, 
by  cafting  their  infants  from  the  top  of  a  rock.  But  ^fchines 
warmly  oppoied  this  motion^  and  faved  the  hope  of  a  multitude 
of  wretched  families  ^. 

,  Philip  has  caufed  the  decree  to  be  executed,  according  to , 
{omCf  with  rigorous  barbarity  y,  but,  according  to  others,  with 
more  moderation  than  the  Thebans  and  Thefialians  would  have 
(howfid  «. 

.  Twenty  walled  towns  conflituted  the  ornament  of  Phocis  *. 
The  greater  part  of  thefe  are  now  only  heaps  of  aflies  and 
ruins  ^.    la  the  fields,  we  only  behold  aged   men,  women^ 


y  Juftin.  Hb.  8  cap.  5.    Orof.  libb  3. 
cap.  12. 
^  JESchio.  ibid.  Diod.  ibid,  p  456. 
«  Dcmoft.  dc  Falf.  Lee-  ,v.  31». 
^  Id.  ibi<|.  p.  303  et  344. 


^  Id.  ibid.    Paufan.  lib.  lo.  aip.  3. 
p.  804. 

■*  Id.  Ibid.  Paufan.  ibid. 

*  JEJk\ân.  de  Faif.  Leg.  p.  417. 
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children,  and  Infirm  perfonSy  whofe  feeble  and  tremb&ng  lianlft 
with  difficulty  gather  from  the  earth  fome  gfob  fuftenance. 
Their  fons,  their  hnfbands,  their  fadiersi  bave  been  forced  t» 
abandon  them;  fome  fold  for  flave»,  groin  in  cBains^:  and 
others,  profcribed  and  fugitive^  imd  na  afjdvm  tfafooghont 
Greece.  We  have  receired  fome  of  thems  an^  the  Theflfalian» 
already  charge  us  with  it  as  a  crime  ^.  Even  flio«ild  more  for* 
tunate  circumftances  bring  them  back  to  their  country,  what  a 
time  mufl:  ehpfe  before  they  ca&  hzrc  reftoied  to  the  temple  of 
Delphi  all  the  gold  and  filver  of  which  h  has  been  phmderod  by 
their  generals  during  the  courfe  of  the  war,  and  the  value  of 
which  is  fald  to  amount  to  more  than  ten  dioofand  talents ^^t 

After  the  council  was  ended,  PhOip  oflèred  facriikies,  as  re- 
turning thanks  to  the  gods }  and,,  during  a  fpfendid  eRfeertain- 
ment,  at  which  were  prefent  two  huncfred  guefts,  including  our 
deputies  and  ÛiàCt  of  the  other  (ïates  of  Crreece,  hymn»  were 
fung  in  honour  of  the  gods  v  and  fbng»  «f  viâor;  tb  celebrate 
the  triumph  of  the  monarch'. 

The  \ftùfF^aM^Jum\.  Philip,  before  ke  tetttned  miohift 
territories,  has  fulfilkd  the  engagements  he  had  oootnaed  widk 
the  Thcbans  and  the  ThefTalians  «.  He  has  given  to  the  former 
Of  chomenus,  Coronea,  and  other  cities  in  Boeotia,  whkh  tbey 
have  difmantled  ^  \  and  to  the  latter,  Nicsea,  and  ^  places 
which  are  at  the  outlet  of  Ae  pafs  of  Thennepyl«  ',  and 
whidi  die  Phecians  had  takev  from  die  Locrians.  Thus 
the  ThefTalians  remain  maflers  of  the  flrait  \  but  diey 
fb  eafily  tb  be  'deceived  \  lilat  Philip  riflbs  nothing  in 
fiding  it  to  their  cuftbdy*  For  his  part,  he  has  derived  îtoai  Yà» 
expedition  all  the  advantages  he  expeâed  ;  he  b  at  Kberty  ta 


*  Id.  de  Coton,  p.  479. 

d  Jd.  de  ^ace,  p.  62. 

«  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  i5.  p.  4S3« 
'  *'  More    tfaaa    54|COo,ooo   iiTres 
(«,«50,000!.) 

'  Bemoflh.  de  Falf.  \jt\.   f.  3I3. 
Xfchiiu  ibid.  p.  4^11. 

t  The  «3d  of  Oâober  of  the  je» 


346  before  €lirift. 
<  Bemofth.  de  F»If.  Leg.  p.  34t. 
h  Id.  de  Pace,  p.  6%,    ll  de  FaK 

'^%'  ^  >i5  ^'  344- 

)  Id.  Fhil.  «•  p.   étf.    iEfchio,  i» 
Gtefiph.  p.  4C0. 

^  Utptukui Oljrnth^ s» p*< »S^ 
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{)afs  Thermc^ylse  whenever  he  (hall  judge  proper  ^  :  he  Kas  ob- 
tained the  honour  of  havifig  terminated  a  religious  war^  and 
has  acquired  the  right  oi  prefiding  at  the  Pythian  games,  and 
the  ftill  more  important  right  of  a  feat  and  fuffirage  in  the  coun* 
cii  o(  the  Amphiâyons« 

As  this  latter  privilege  may  give  him  a  very  great  preponder« 
aace  in  the  a£iirs  of  Greece»  he  is  eattreihdy  anxious  to  pre- 
ferve  it*  At  prefent  he  has  only  received  it  from  the  Thehans 
and  the  Theflalians  :  to  tehder  it  valid  and  legitimate»  the  con« 
fent  of  the  other  ftates  which  compofe  the  league  is  neceflary» 
His  aïkdHiâadors,  and  thofe  of  the  ThefiaUans,  came  not  long 
fince  (o  f<^cit  our  concurrence  ^  ;  which  they  did  not.  obtain  °^ 
though  Demofthenes  was  of  opinion  their  requeft  ihould  be 
granted.  He  feared  lead  a  refufal  {hould  irritate  the  Am{ifhic«» 
tyomc  ftatesy  and  render  Attica  a  fécond  Phocis  ^. 

We  are  fo  diflatisfied  with  the  late  peace,  that  we  have  been 
glad  of  an  opportunity  to  otkr  this  afiront  to  Pliilipé  If  he  ia 
offended  at  our  refufal,  we  have  much  more  reafbn  to  be  fo  at  ' 
his  proceedings.  Infafb^  we  have  given  up  every  thing  to  him> 
and  he  has  only  relaxed  in  the  fingle  article  of  the  cities  of 
Thrace,  wlpch  appertain  to  us  p.  Both  fides  will  now  remain  In 
a  ftate  of  mutual  diftruft  \  the  confequence  of  which  will  be  in« 
fraaions  and  re-accommodations,  which  it  is  but  too  probable 
will  terminate  in  fome  fatal  cataftrophe. 

Tou  are  aftonifhed  at  our  audacity,  the  people  no  longer 
fear  Philip  now  he  is  at  a  diftance,  though  we  dreaded  him  too 
much  when  he  was  near*  The  manner  in  which  he  has  con-» 
duâed  and  terminated  the  war  with  the  Phocians,  his  difinte- 
reilednefs  in  the  diviGon  of  thé  fpoils,  and  the  profound  policy 
he  has  difplayed,  may  with  reafon  infpire  us  with  as  much  fe- 
curity  for  the  prefent,  as  fears  for  a  future  time  which  perhaps 
b  not  far  diftant.     Other  conquerors  haften  to  poflefs  them* 

[^Demcyfth.  de_Pac«.  p.  62.  .       |      ^  Demofth.  de  Pace.  labia.  Arfwsi* 

.Lei 

V 


i  Demofth.  dc  Pace.  p.  6t,  I      <>  Demofth.  de  Pace.  li 

°  Id.  dc  FalC  Le|ç.  p.  310.  p.  59- 

■  M.  Phil.  1.  p.  62.  I     P  Id.  Falf.  Leg.  p.  305. 
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fdyes  of  a  eountry,  without  beftowing  a  thought  on  thofe  w&a 
inhabit  it';  but  Philip  endeavours  to  fubdue  the  Greeks  before- 
he  cbnqueri  Greece.  He  wiâies^  to  aïurc  «s,  to  gai»  our  con- 
fidence, toaccuftom  us  to  our  chains^  to  oblige  us  peihaps  to^ 
requeft  them  from  him,  and  by  flow  and  lenient  mediods  ta 
become  infenfibly  our  arbiter,  our  defender,  and  our  matter. 

I  fliall  conclude  by  two  anecdotes  whkh  have  been  related  ta 
me  of  him.  White  he  was  at  Delphi  he  was  infonned  that  aa 
Âchœan,  named  Afcadion,  a  man  ctf  wit  and  prompt  at  repat»* 
tee,  hated  him,  and  affeâred  to  ihun  ki»  prefence.  He  one  day- 
met  this  man  by  accident,  and  &id  to  him  wkh  great  mildne($, 
«*  How^long  will  you  fly  me  ?•*  *f  Until,**  .replied  Arcadkm,  **  I 
{hall  arrive  at  fome  place  where  your  name  h  unknown."*  The 
king  only  laughed,  and  engaged  him  by  kindnefe  and  caxtflfes  to 
come  and  fup  with  him  \ 

This  prince  is  fo  great,  that  I  have  long  expeded  him  to  be 
guilty  of  fome  weaknefs  ;  nor  have  I  been  deceived.  He  has  juft 
forbidden  the  ufe  of  chariots  in  his  dominions  **,  becauft  a  footfa-^* 
layer  has  predi£teA  that  he  fliall  die  by  a  chariot*. 


In  the  Archonship  of  Eubvi.u^» 
The  4th  year  of  the  ic8tb  Olympiad, 
(Ff-orn  the  ij/A  of  July  of  the  year  345,  to  the  41e  ofjufy  of  the 
year  344,  ikfore  Cbrift.) 

Letter  of  Apollodorus. 
TiMONiDES  of  Leucadia  arrived  here  a  few  days  Cnce.  Yotr 
were  acquainted  with  him  at  the  academy,  and  you  know  that 
thirteen  years  ago  he  accompanied  Dion  into  Sicily,  and  con- 
tinually fought  by  his  fide.  The  hiftory  on  which  he  is  employ- 
ed will  contain  the  particulars  of  that  celebrated  expedition  *. 


^  Tlieop.  Dur.  Phi!,  ap.  Athen.  lib. 
6.  ctp.  13.  p.  249. 

'  Cicer.  Ue  Fat.  cap.  3.  Vat.  Max. 
lib.  [.  cap.  8.  Eztcro.  No.  f .  ^Uao. 
VsT.  Hill.  lib.  3.  cap.  45. 


*  The  authors  who  relate  this  auec- 
dote,  add»  that  a  chariot  was  engniTed 
on  the  handle  of  the  poniard  with. 
which  this  kinfr  was  alTawnated. 

*  Plut,  in  Dion.  p.  967,  yji  et  972. 


Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


TRAVELS  IK  6R£XGI(.  $Og 

Diothing  can  be  Imagined  more  dreadful  than  the  ftate  ip 
-which  he  has  left  the  ifland  of  Sicily,  formerly  fo  flourifliing. 
It  fcems  as  if  fortune  had  chofen  it  for  the  theatre  where  {he 
jnight  exhibit,  within  a  fmali  number  of  years,  all  the  vicifCtudes 
of  whidi  human  afiairs  are  capable.  She  at  firft  produced  twQ 
tyrants»  who  opprefled  the  country  during  half  a  century.  A* 
gainft  the  latter  of  thefe  princes  ihe  raifed  Dion  his  uncle  ;  a- 
gainft  Dion,  Callippus  his  friend  -,  and  againft  that  infamous 
aflài&n,  Hipparinus  i  whom  two  years  after  ihe  deftroyed  by  a 
violent  death  ',  and  whofe  place  fhe  iGupplied  by  a  rapid  fuccef- 
£on  of  defpots,  lefs  powerful»  but  no  lefs  cruel  than  the  former  "• 

Thefe  difierent  eruptions  of  tyranny,  precede<l,  accompanied 
and  followed  by  terrible  fhocks,  have  been  all  diftinguifiied,  like 
jthe  explofions  of  j£tna,  by  dreadful  traces.  The  fame  fcenes 
are  every  inllant  lenewed  in  .the  principal  cities  of  Sicily,  the 
greater  part  of  which  have  broken  the  bonds  that  conilituted 
their  ftrength  by  attaching  them  to  the  capital,  and  have  deli- 
vered themfelves  up  to  leaders  who  have  enilaved  by  promifing 
them  liberty*  Hippon  has  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Meffana^ 
JMamercus  of  Catana,  Icetas  of  Leontini,  Nifsus  of  Syracufe^ 
and  Leptines  of  ApoUonia  \  while  other  cities  groan  under  the 
yoke  of  Nicodemus,  ApoUoniades  y.  Sec.  Thefe  revolutions 
Jiave  not  been  effeâed  without  torrents  of  blood,  and  giving 
hirth  to  implacable  hatreds,  and  the  mod  atrocious  crimes. 

The  Carthag'miansj  who  poiTefs  many  places  in  Sicily,  extend 
their  conquefts,  and  daily  make  incurfions  into  the  territories  of 
the  Grecian  cities,  the  inhabitants  of  which  experience,  with- 
/)ut  the  leaft  interruption,  at  once  the  horrors  of  a  foreign  and 
a  civil  war  \  inoeflantly  expofed  to  the  attacks  of  the  barbarians, 
the  enterprifes  of  the  tyrant  of  Syracufe,  the  eriormities  of  their 
particular  tyrants,  and  to  the  rage  of  parties,  which  has  arifen 


^  Plat.  £p.  84 1.  iiL  p.  356.  Polyaen. 
Strateg.  lib.  5.  cap.  4.  Diod.  lib.  16. 
^  43<S.    Theop.  ap.  Athco.  lib.  10.  p. 


"  Pint,  in  TiiDol.  t.  i.  p.  2^6, 
*  Id.  ibid.  p.  236.  et  147. 
7  Diod.  Sic  lib.  i5.  p.  47a. 
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to  fuch  a  height^  as  to  arm  even  the  goo4  and  yntuous  citiiens 
againft  each  other. 

Such  a  train  of  calamities  have  rendered  Sicily  only  one  pro* 
found  folitude^  one  vaft  tomb.  The  villages  and  towns  havo 
difappeared  "  ;  the  fields  lie  uncultivated  \  and  the  cities»  half 
deftroyed  and  defert,  fecm  transfixed  with  terror  at  the  menac* 
ing  afpeâ  of  thqfe  citadels  *,  which  cncbfe  within  tjheir  waflt 
their  tyrants  furrounded  by  die  miniflers  of  death, 

Youperceiye,  Anacharfis,  that  nothing  is  more  fatal  to  a  na- 
tion deftitute  of  manners  than  to  attempt  to  break  its  chains. 
The  Greeks  of  Sicily  were  too  corrupted  to  prefcrve  their  liber- 
ty, and  too  vain  to  endure  fervitude.  Their  diiTenHons  and 
their  wart  have  only  procee4ed  from  the  mohftrous  alliance, 
which  they  wiflied  to  form  between  the  love  of  independence 
wd  dieir  ezcelBve  tafte  for  pleafures.  By  their  reftlèfs  agita<r 
lion  they  are  beopme  the  moft  unfortunate  of  men,  and  the 
mod  abjeâf  of  flaves. 

Timonides  has  this  moment  left  me  :  he  has  received  letters 
from  Syracufe.  Dionyfius  has  re-afcended  the  throne.  From 
which  heiias  driven  Nifaeus,  the  fon  of  the  fame  father,  but  by 
another  mother  \  Nifxus  had  reigned  fome  years,  and  contir» 
nued  with  fplcndour  the  tyrî^nny  of  his  prcd<;ccirbrs.  Betrayed 
by  his  partifansS  thrown  i^to  a  dungeon,  and  condemned  to 
die,  he  has  pafled  his  laft  days  in  a  (late  of  continual  intoxica- 
tion^. He  has  died  like  his  brother  Hipparinus,  who  had 
reigned  before  him  *,  after  having  Uved  like  another  of  his  bro^ 
ther's,  named  Apollocrates  ^, 

Dionyfius  has  a  great  revenge  to  take  on  his  fubje£ls,  They 
deprived  him  of  the  fupreme  power,  and,  during  feveral  years, 
he  was  compelled  to  endure,  in  Italy,  a  weight  of  ignominy  and 
contempt  ^.  They  fear,  with  reafon,  the  impetwofity  of  his 
temper,  and  hh  vindiéHve  fpirit,  irritated  by  what  he  lias  fufr 


9  Plot.  ibid.    Diod.  ibid.  p.  475. 
f  Kep.  in  TimoL  cap.  3. 
b  Plttf.  ibid.  p.  «56. 
?  Juftio.  lib.  SI*  ctp.  3, 


4  Tbeop.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  10.  p.  435. 
«  Id.  ibid.  p.  436. 
f  ^lian.  Var.  Hif^.  lib.  2.  cap.  di. 
«  Fiat.  Kpift.  7.  p.  334» 


Digitized  by 


google 


TXAT£L8  IN  ORBIGX.  5tX 

fend.    Thefe  we  may  weD  expeft  to  produce  a  new  intrigue 
in  the  great  tragedy  which  Fortune  exhibits  in  Sicily. 


LeTT£A  or  APOhLODO%XSt. 

We  have  juft  Tcccivcd  news  from  Sicily.  IMonyfius  believed 
liimfelf  happy  in  being  again  feated  on  a  throne  fo  often  ftatned 
by  the  blood  of  his  family  ;  but  this  was  the  fatal  moment  in 
which  his  evil  deftiny  awaited  him.  His  wife,  his  daughters» 
and  the  youngeft  of  his  fons,  have  perifhed  together,  by  the 
mod  lingering  and  erud  of  deaths.  When  he  departed  from 
.  Italy  for  Sicily,  he  left  them  in  the  capital  of  the  Locrians,  who 
took  advantage  of  his  abfence  to  befiege  them  in  the  citadel  ; 
which  having  taken,  they  ftripped  them  naked,  and  expoTed 
them  to  the  brutal  deGres  of  an  unbridled  populace,  whofe  fu- 
ry was  not  afTuaged  by  this  excefs  of  indignity.  They  put  them 
to  death  by  dirufting  needles  under  their  nails,  broke  their  bonea 
in  a  mortar,  and  cut  the  reft  of  their  bodies  into  pieces,  which 
they  threw  into  the  flames  or  the  fea,  after  having  forced  every 
citizen  to  tafte  of  their  flefh  \ 

Dionyfius  was  accufed  of  having,  in  concert  with  the  phyfi- 
cians,  ihortened  the  life  of  his  father  ^  by  poifon,  and  put  to 
-<)eath  feveral  of  his  brothers  and  relations^  whom  he  fufpeded 
of  forming  defigns  againft  his  authority  K  He  has  ended  by 
being  the  executioner  of  his  wife  and  children  ;  for  when  a 
wh(de  people  is  guilty  of*fuch  ftrange  barbarities,  it  becomes 
neceflary  to  examine  the  a£fair  with  attention,  to  dlfcover  to 
whom  the  guilt  is  to  be  in^uted.  If  we  confider  the  conduâ 
of  the  Locrians,  we  (hall  find  that  they  lived  peaceably,  under 
laws  which  maintained  order  and  tranquillity  in  their  city  ^ 
Dionyfius,  driven  from  Syracufe,  folicitcd  from  them  an  afy- 


k  Clearcb.  ap.  Atfaen.  lib.  ta.  p.  541. 1      i  Plat,  in  Dion.  p.  çéo. 
Plat,  ifl  Timol.  p.  242.    Srrsb.  lib.  6,  |      k  Juftin.  lib.  31.  ctp.  u 
f^  $Ca.    JEliao.  Var,  Htil.  lib.  ^  c.  S.  |     1  ^rab.  ibid.  p.  259. 
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Ittin  ;  which  they  granted  the  more  readily,  as  a  treaty  ef  tU 
liance  fubfifted  between  them  and  him,  and  hi$  mother  had  been 
born  among  them*  Their  fathers»  by  permitting,  contrary  to 
the  maxims  of  true  poKcy  *",  that  a  private  family  ihould  give  a 
queen  to  Sicily,  had  not  forefeen  that  Sicily  would  fend  them  at 
tyrant  in  return.  Dionyfius,  by  the  aid  of  his  relations  and  bis 
troops,  gained  poflei&on  of  the  citadel  ;  feized  on  the  property 
of  the  rich  citizens,  who  were  almoft  all  maflkcred  by  his  ar«- 
ders  I  expofed  their  wives  and  daughters  to  the  mod  infamous 
proftitution  \  and  in  a  few  years  entirely  deftroyed  the  laws, 
manners,  tranquillity  and  happinefs  of  a  nation,  which  fo  many 
,  injuries  had  rendered  ferocious  *. 

The  dreadful  calamity  which  he  has  fufFered  has  fpread  ter- 
ror through  his  whole  kingdom.  It  cannot  be  doubtedj  but 
Dionyfius  will  refine  even  on  the  cruelties  of  his  father,  and 
verify  a  prediction  which  a  Sicilian  related  to  me  not  long 
iiuce» 

While  the  fubje£ts  of  Dionyfius  the  elder  were  continually 
uttering  imprecations  againft  him,  he  learned,  with  furprifcj 
that  a  very  old  woman  in  Syracufe  every  morning  prayed  to  the 
gods,  that  (he  might  not  furvive  her  king.  He»  therefore, 
caufed  her  to  be  brought  before  him,  and  inquired  the  reafoa 
of  her  tender  affbaion.  "  I  will  tell  you,"  faid  flie  :  «  When 
I  was  a  child,  which  is  now  a  long  time  ago,  I  heard  every  one 
making  heavy  complaints  againft  him  who  governed  us,  and  I 
joined  in  wifhing  his  death.  ^  He  w^s  murdered  ^  and  a  fécond 
came,  who,  having  feized  on  the  «citadel,  '  caufed  us  to  regret 
the  former-  We  conjured  the  gods  to  deliver  us  from  him^ 
and  they  heard  our  prayers.  You  fucceeded  him,  and  you 
have  been  worfe  than  both  the  others  ;  but  as  I  expeâ,  from 
what  we  have  already  experienced,  that  your  fucceflbr  will  be 
guilty  of  ftill  greater  cruelties  than  you,  I  every  day  addrefa 
vows  to  heaven  for  your  prefervation."    Dionyfius,  ftruck  with 

"^  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5.  cap.  7.  U  I  ap.  Athen.  lib.  i«.  p.  541.    iBliai.  IQ». 
il.  p.  39^»       '  I  9-  cap,  8.    Suab.  lib.  6.  p.  259, 

^  Ju(tiQ,  UK  a  I.  cap.  z  et  3,  Glearcb..  ] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  IN  GRSBGB.  •  3I3 

the  fnuikne&  of  the  woman,  did  not  put  her  to  death»  but  treat* 
ed  her  with  Idndneis^. 


In  the  Archonship  of  Lyciscus, 

The  ift  year  of  the  109th  Olympiad, 

(From  the  4/A  of  July  of  the  year  344,  to  the  23J  of  Ju/y  of  tie 

y^^^  343  ^^M^  Cbrift,) 

Letter  of  Apollodorus. 

The  kings  of  Macedon  hated  the  lUyrians,  who  had  often  de- 
feated them  :  Philip  hates  no  nation»  becaufe  he  fears  none  \ 
he  only  aims  to  enflave  all* 

Follow  in  imagination,  if  you  are  able  to  do  it»  the  rapid  o* 
perations  of  Ids  laft  campaign»  He  affembles  a  powerful  army, 
falls  on  Ulyria,  takes  feveral  cities,  amafles  immenfe  plunder  ; 
returns  to  Macedon,  penetrates  into  Theffaly,  whither  he  is  in- 
vited by  his  partifans  \  delivers  that  country  from  all  the  petty 
tyrants  by  which  it  viras  opprefled  ;  divides  it  into  four  great 
diftriâs>  at  the  head  of  which  he  places  the  chiefs  whom  the 
peopl/s  defire^  and  who  are  devoted  to  him  j  attaches  the  inha- 
bitants to  himfelf  by  new  ties,  caufes  the  duties  he  received  in 
their  ports  to  be  confirmed  to  him,  and  quietly  returns  to  hia 
dominions  p.  What  is  the  refult  of  this  cond'uâ:  ?  While  the 
barbarians,  Ihuddering  with  rage,  are  compelled  to  bear  the 
chains  he  has  impofed  on  them,  the  blinded  Greeks  haften  to 
offer  themfelves  to  fervitude.  They  confider  him  as  the  enemy 
of  tyranny,  as  their  friend,  their  benefa£tor,  aftd  their  faviqur  '. 
Some  intrigue  to  procure  an  alliance  with  him  %  and  others  im- 
plore his  proteftion.  At  this  very  time,  he  has  openly  under- 
taken the  defence  of  the  JVf  eflenians  and  Argives  ;  he  has  fur- 
niflied  them  with  men  and  money,  and  fignified  to  the  Lacedse- 

®  Val.  Max.  lib.  6.  cap,  a.    Extern.  I  p,  89.    Diod.  Sic.  lib.  t6.  p.  4^3, 
jfcîo.  2.  j      ^  Id.  de  Coron,  p.  479- 

'  I>eiaoah.  Phil.  a.  p.  66  ;  Phil.  3.  j      '  Biod.  Sic.  lib,  16.  p.  4^3, 
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montatis,  that»  if  they  fliall  attack  them»  he  wiQ  immediatdf 
enter  Peloponnefus  *•  Demofthenes  i»  gone  into  Mefiam  and 
Argolid,  and  has  in  Tsdn  endeaFOured  to  ihow  thofe  ftates  their 
true  interelU. 


From  the  same. 

Ambassadors  from  Philip  are  arrived.  He  complains  of  tlie 
calumnies  which  we  circulate  againft  him»  refpeâing  the  hte 
,  j)eace.  He  maintains»  that  he  never  entered  into  any  engage- 
mentj  nor  made  any  promife,  and  defies  us  to  prove  the  con- 
trary ^  Our  deputies  then  have  (hamefully  deceived  us»  and» 
as  Deihofthenes  has  urged»  ought  to  be  compelled  either  to  juf- 
tify  their  conduâ  or  fuffer  the  punifliment  they  merit  ". 

This  they  will  foon  meet  The  orator,  Hyperides»  has  lately 
brought  a  public  accufation  againft  Philocrates»  and  deteâed 
his  villany  and  artifice.  The  indignation  againft  him  was  ge- 
neral» but  he  himfelf  appeared  unmoved  ;  he  waited  for  the 
rage  of  the  multitude  to  fubfide.  <*  Why  do  you  not  defend 
yourfelf  ?"  faid  fome  one  to  him.    ^*  It  is  not  time»"  anfwcrcd 

he **  What  then  do  you  wait  fori"    «  For  the  people  to 

condemn  fome  other  orator  *.**  At  length,  however,  proof  hav- 
ing been  obtained»  that  he  had  received  rich  prefents  from  Phi' 
lip  '»  he  has  fled  to  efcape  the  punilhment  due  to  his  crime. 


Letter  of  Callimedok. 
You  have  heard  it  faid»  diat»  in  the  times  of  our  fbrefadiors» 
about  ten  or  twelve  centuries  paft»  the  gods»  as  a  relaxation 
from  the  eternal  famenefs  of  their  felicity»  fometimes  defcended 
to  the  earth  to  amufe  themfelves  with  the  daughters  of  mortals. 


'  Demofth.  Pbi).  i.  p.  ^5. 

*  Liban.  Arrum.  in  Phil.  3.  p.  ^3. 

¥  pqno^iv  ml  %f  p,  67. 


'    ^  Arift.  Rhet.  Ub.  %.  cap.  5.  t  ii*  P* 

^  Dcttoftt.  de  Falf.  Leg,' p.  ffoet 
3". 
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Tott  may  peiliaps  imagine,  that  they  hare  fince  ioft  their  relifii 
for  this  itttcrcourie  ;  but,  if  yoa  do,  you  are  miftaken. 

It  is  not  long  fince  I  faw  an  athkta,  named  Attalus  *,  bom 
at  Magnefia,  a  city  iituated  on  the  Meander,  in  Phrygia,  who 
came  from  the  Olympic  garnis,  in  which  he  had  received  feve- 
yal  ferere  wounds,  but  had  not  been  able  to  gain  the  prize. 
I  exprefied  my  aftonifiiment  at  tliis,  becaufe  he  appeared  to  me 
of  invincible  ftrength.  Hirfather,  who  was  with  him,  faid  to 
me.  His  defeat  ought  onl^  to  be  attributed  to  his  ingratitude  : 
when  he  entered  himfelf  as  a  competitor,  he  did  not  declare 
his  real  father,  who  has  taken  vengeance  by  depriving  him  of 
the  viftory. — He  is  not  then  your  fon  ? — No,  he  owes  his 
birth  to  the  Meander.— How  !  is  he  the  fon  of  a  river  ?-*Be- 
yond  a  doubt  ^  my  wife  has  told  me  fo,  and  all  Magnefia  was 
a  witnefs  to  the  h(\.  According  te  a  very  ancient  cuftom, 
our  maidens,  before  they  are  married,  bathe  in  the  waters  of 
the  Meander,  and  offer  their  firft  favours  to  the  god.  He  often 
difdains  to  receive  them }  but  he  accepted  thofe  ef  my  wife» 
We  faw,  at  a  cfiftance,  that  divinity,  under  the  figure  of  a 
beautiful  young  man,  lead  her  into  fome  clofe  thickets  with 
which  the  banks  are  covered.— And  how  do  yon  know  that  he 
was  the  river  ? — ^He  muft  have  been  5  his  head  was  croMrned 
with  reeds.— -I  fubmitted  to  this  proof  as  demonftrative. 

I  communicated  this  ftrange  converfation  to  feveral  ef  my 
friends,  who  told  me  of  a  mufician  of  Epidamnus,  named  Ca- 
non, who  pretends  that  one  of  his  children  is  the  fon  of  Her- 
cules. .£fchines  related  to  me  the  following  faâ  *.  I  fhall 
give  it  you  in  his  own  words  : 

I  was  in  Troas,  with  my  young  fnend  Cimon,  and  ihidied 
^e  niad  in  the  ^aces  which  are  the  fcene  of  the  poem.  The 
iladies  of  Gimon  were  of  a  quite  different  nature.  A  number 
pf  maidens  were  to  be  married,  and  Callirhoe,  the  faireft  among' 


'  JEfcbin.  Eptft.  zo.  p.  aii. 

*  Tbe  true  date  of  thlt  tranfaâîoD 
M  federal  yetra  later  than  the  times  of 
%hich  I  tTcs^t  ^  but  ai  it  cxeoplifiesUK 


minnen  of  the  age  and  comitry>Ihave 
believed  I  flkould  be  pardoned  the  ana- 
chronifm,  and  that  it  would  be  ftt£^ 
cieiit  to  uMaowMft  lu 
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them,  went  to  bathe  in  the  Scamander,  while  her  female  at« 
tendant  ftood  on  the  bank,  at  a  certab  diftance.  Callirboe  had 
no  fooner  plunged  into  the  river,  than  (he  faid»  with  a  loud 
voice,  Scamander,  receive  the  homage  which  we  owe  unto 
thee.  I  receive-  it,  replied  a  young  man,  who  rofc  firom  the 
midft  of  fome  buflies.  I  was  with  the  reft  of  the  people  at.fo 
great  a  diftance  that  we  could  not  diftinguifli  the  features  of 
his  countenance,  but  we  could  paN:eive  that  his  head  was  co« 
vered  with  reeds.  In  the  evening,  I  laughed  with  Gmon  at 
the  fimplicity  of  thefe  people* 

Four  days  after,  the  brides  appeared,  arrayed  in  all  their 
ornaments,  in  a  proceflion  in  honour  of  Venus.  As  they 
pafled  us,  Callirhoe,  perceiving  Cimon,  who  ftood  next  to  me» 
fuddenly  fell  at  his  feet,  and  exclaimed  to  her  attendant,  with 
a  fimple  and  artlefs  joy,  O  nurfe,  there  is  the  god  Scamander, 
my  firft  hufband*  Her  attendant  fcreamed  aloud,  and  the  im- 
pofture  was  difcovered.  Cimon  immediately  difkppeared,  and 
I  clofely  followed  him.  When  we  had  reached  our  houfe,  I 
upbraided  him  with  the  imprudence  and  wickeduefs  of  the  ac- 
tion he  had  committed  ;  but  he  laughed  in  my  face,  and  de- 
fended himfelf  by  the  example  of  tlie  athleta  Attains,  and  tlie 
mufician  Carion.  After  all,  added  he.  Homer  has  introduced 
Scamander  in  tragedy,  and  I  was  >^nlling  he  (hould  figure  in 
comedy.  I  will  not  end  here  :  I  will  fatlier  one  child  on  Ba- 
chus,  and  anotlier  on  Apollo."  It  is  mighty  well,  replied  I; 
but  in  the  mean  time  we  are  in  fome  danger  of  being  burnt 
alive,  for  I  fee  the  multitude  approaching  with  flaming  torches. 
In  faft,  we  had  only  time  to  ûive  ourfelves  by  a  back  door» 
and  embark  immediately  on  board  a  veilèl  *. 

•  My  dear  Anacharfis,  when  it  is  faid  that  an  age  is  enlighten- 

•  ed,  no  more  is  meant  than  that  more  knowledge  is  found  in 
cejtain  cities  than  in  others,  and  that  in  thefe  cities  the  upper 
ranks  of  citizens  are  better  informed  than  they  formerly  were. 
The  multitude,  I  do  not  even  except  that  of  Athens^  adhere 

a  ^fc|iia.£p.io,p.  2ZI.    . 
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the  more  tenacbufly  to  their  fuperftitionsi  the  more  efforts  ' 

arc  made  to  detach  them  from  them«     During  tlie  laft  feftivaU 

of  £leufis^  the  young  and  charming  Phryne,  having  thrown  off 

her  garments,  and  permitted  her  beautiful  hsdr  to  float  on  her 

ihoulders>  entered  the  fea,  and  fported  a  long  time  in  the  nûdft 

of  the  waves.    An  infinity  number  of  fpeâators  coyered  the 

fbore»  and  when  ihe  came  out  of  thé  water,  they  all  exclaimed^ 

It  is  Venus  rifing  from  the  ocean.    And  the  populace  no  doubt 

would,  have  taken  her  for  that  goddefs,  if  Fliryne  had  not  been 

fo   well  known,  and  if  fome  perfons  of  underftanding  had 

thought  proper  to  favour  the  deception. 

I}pubt  it  not,  men  have  two  favourite  paflions  whicli  philo- 
fophy  will  never  be  able  to  deftroy  j  the  love  of  error,  and  the 
love  of  flavery.  But  let  us  leave  philofophy,  and  return  to 
Pfaxyne*  The  fcene  which  fhe  exhibited  was. too  much  ap« 
plauded  not  to  be  repeated,  and  will,  it  is  probable,  contribute 
to  the  improvement  of  the  arts.  The  painter  Apelles  and  the 
fculptor  Praxiteles  were  on  the  fhore,  and  both  have  conceived 
the  defign  of  reprefendng  Venus  after  the  model  which  they 
had  before  their  eyes  ^. 

At  your  return  you  will  fee  this  celebrated  beauty,  and  will 

no  doubt^  acknowledge  that  you  have  feen  none  in  Ada  who 

€Ould  boaft  fuch  an  aflemblage  of  graces.     Praxiteles  is  defpe* 

rately  enamoured  of  her  :  he  is  a  connoifTeur  in  beauty,  and 

declares  that  he  never  before  faw  an  example  of  it  fo  perfeâ. 

She  wiihed  to  have  the  fineft  work  of  that  artift.     I  will  give 

it  you  with  pleafure,  anfwered  he,  on  condition  that  you  choofe 

it  yourfelf.     But  how  difficult  was  it  to  determine  amid  fuch  a 

number  of  inimitable  performances  !  While  fhe  hefitated,  a 

Have,  whom  fhe  had  fecretly  gained  over,  came  running  to  tell 

his  mafter  that  his  workfhop  had  taken  fire,  that  th&  greater 

part  of  his  ftatues  were  deflroyed,  and  the  refl  in  the  mofl  im-. 

minent  danger.     Alas  !  exclaimed  Praxiteles,  I  am  ruineï  if 

the  Cupid  and  the  Satyr  are  not  faved.     Fear  nothing,  cried 

h  Athen.  lib.  12.  p.  599. 
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Pkrync,  finiling,  this  is  merely  a  contrivance  of  mine  to  guide 
n^  in  my  choice.  She  then  took  ant  ftatue  of  Cupid^  and  her 
defign  is  to  enrich  with  it  the  city  of  Thefpis,  her  natire 
pkce  ^*  It  is  likcwife  reported,  that  that  city  intends  to  con- 
fecrate  to  her  a  ftatae>  in  thé  enclofure  of  the  temple  at  Del^ 
phi,  and  place  it  by  the  (ide  of  that  of  Pl)ilip  *.  It  is  certainly 
proper  that  a  coUrtefan  fliould  be  placed  next  to  a  conqueror. 

I  can  pardon  Phryne  for  ruining  her  lovers,  but  I  cannot  for- 
give her  for  afterward  difmiiBng  tliem  *.  Our  laws,  more  in- 
dulgent, wink  at  her  frequent  infidelities,  and  the  licentioufnefs 
of  her  manners  ;  but  fbe  was  fufpeâed  of  having,  after  die 
example  of  AlciUades,  profaned  the  myfteries  of  Eleufis,  and 
cited  to  anfwer  for  the  crime  before  the  tribunal  ol  the  He- 
liaftse.  She  appeared,  and  as  the  judges  entered  the  court,  flie 
watered  thdt  handi»  with  her  tears  ^  Euthias,  who  profecuted 
her,  urged  that  fentence  of  death  (hould  be  prcmounced  againft 
her*  Hyperidés  fpoke  for  her.  That  ceiebfated  oraeor,  who 
had  loved,  and  ttill  i^titertained  a  pafiton  for  her,  perceiring 
that  his  eloquence  made  tio  impteffion,  caufed  her  to  approach, 
.  tore  the  veil  which  covered  her  bo(bm,  and  reprefented  in  die 
moft  forcible  language  to  her  judges,  that  they  would  be 
guilty  of  an  impiety  ihould  they  condemn  to  death  the  priefteft 
of  Venus.  The  judges,  fei2ed  with  a  religious  fear,  and  ftill 
more  moved  by  tlie  eharms  expofcd  to  their  view,  decbred 
Phryne  innocent  *. 

For  ibmc  time  paft,  the  pay  of  our  foreign  troops  has  amount- 
ed to  mote  than  a  thoufand  talents  •»  *.  We  have  loft  feventy- 
five  cities  which  were  dependent  on  us  *  j  but  we  have  perhaps 
acquired  as  many  beauties,  each  more  amiable  than  the  other. 
They  no  doubt  increafe  the  pleafures  of  fociety,  but  they  alfo 
increafe  its  abfurdities.    Our  orators,  philofophers,  and  graveft 


^  Paufan.  lib.  f .  cap.  «o.  p.  45. 
^  Athen.  lib.  i  z.  p.  590. 
*  Tivocl.  ap,  Athen.  lib.  I>  cap.  3. 
11.567. 

»  Pofidip.  ibid.  p.  591. 

<  Athen.  lib.  13.  p.  590.    Flat,  ia 


X.  Ret.  t.  H.  p.^849.    Quînail.  lib.  «* 

cap.  15.  p.  12a 

^  Ifocr.  Arcop.  t.  i.  p*  315. 
•  5«4«o,ooo  livres  (a»5,oooL) 
Î  j£ichijou  de  FOL  Leg,  p.  40^ 
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perioDages  Take  thcmfdTcs  on  their  gallantry  \  and  oar  fine 
ladies  léaan  the  mathematics  '.  Gnathaena  does  not  ftand  id 
need  of  this  lefeorce  to  pleafe.  DIphilus»  vho  is  extremely 
food  of  her,  haring  brought  out  a  comedy»  the  failure  of  which 
he  could  not  attribute  to  cabal,  I  happened  to  be  at  the  houfe 
of  his  miftrefs  When  he  came  in,  immediately  after»  in  no  fmall 
agitation»  and,  as  feon  as  he  had  entered,  requefted  that  his  feet 
might  be  wa(bed  *•  Tou  have  no  need,  anfwered  flie  ;  CTcry 
body  has  carried  you  on  their  (houlders  ^. 

The  fame  perfen,  one  day,  dining  with  Gnathsena,  alked  her 
by  what  means  (he  kept  her  wine  fo  cool.  I  cool  it,rqpiied  (he, 
in  a  well  into  which  I  hare  thrown  the  pndogues  to  your 
pieces*. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  muft  mention  to  you  a  fentenoe  which 
Philip  has  lately  pronounced.  Two  criminals,  equally  guilty, 
were  brought  before  him  :  they  both  defenred  death,  but  he 
lores  not  to  ihed  Mood.  He  has  banllhed  one  from  his  domi» 
nions»  and  condemned  the  other  to  follow  htm  till  he  (hall  tt-* 
turn  to  Macedon  **. 


Letter  of  Afollodorits. 


IsocRATBs  has  juft  (hown  me  a  letter  which  he  has  written  to 
Philip  *.  An  old  courtier  could  not  difplay  more  addrefs  in 
flattering  a  prince.  He  apologizes  for  having  adventured  t» 
give  him  advice,  but  he  found  himfelf  conftrained  to  it  :  the 
intereft  of  Athens,  and  of  all  Greece,  required  it  -,  the  fubjeâ 
of  it  being  moft  important,  no  lefs  than  the  care  which  the  king 
of  Macedon  ought  to  take  of  his  life.  Every  one  blames  you^ 
fays  he»  for  throwing  yourfelf  into  the  midft  of  danger  with  lefs 
precaution  dian  a  common  foldier.     It  is  no  doubt  a  glorious 


^  Athen.  lib.  xjrp.  588,  ficc 
'  M.  ibid.  p.  583. 

*  Many  Atheniaas  wettt  with  their 
fcttaiked. 


■»  Athen.  lib.  13.  p.  583. 

n  Id.  p.  580, 

o  Plut.  Apopbth.  t.  ti.  p.  179. 

P  Ifucr»  £p.  %.  ad  FIhI.  t.  L  p.  443. 
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a£Hon^  to  die  for  our  countryi  for  our  children»  for  thofe  lo 
whom  we  owe  our  exiftence  ;  but  nothing  can  be  more  repre- 
henfiblcy  than  to  endanger  a  life,  on  which  depends  the  fate  of 
an  empire,  and  to  tarnifli,  by  a  deftruâive  temerity,  the  glory 
of  fo  many  great  aâions.  He  adduces  the  example  of  the  kings 
of  Lacedxmon,  who^  in  the  heat  of  battle,  are  furrounded  by  a 
number  of  warriors  to  defend  their  perfons  ;  of  Xerxes  king  of 
Ptrfia,  who,  notwithftanding  his  defeat,  fav^d  his  kingdom  by 
preferving  himfelf  ;  and  of  a  number  of  generals,  who,  not  be- 
ing fufilciently  careful  of  their  own  lives,  have  occafioned  the 
deftruâion  of  their  armies  ^. 

He  wifhes,  that  a  fincere  friendihip  {hould  be  eftabliihed  be- 
tween Philip  and  the  Athenians,  and  that  they  ihould,  in  con- 
cert, direâ  their  power  againit  the  empire  of  the  Perfians*  He 
fpeaks  honourably  of  the  republic,  though  he  confefies  that  we 
have  our  faults  ;  but  the  gods  theoifelves  are  not  wholly  iirc- 
proachable  in  our  eyes  '• 

•  I  iliall  here  ftop  \  I  am  not  furprifed,  that  a  man,  above  nine- 
ty years  of  age,  ftill  creeps,  after  having  crept  during  his  whole 
life  ;  but  what  gives  me  mod  ferions  concern  is,  that  many  A- 
thenians  think  like  him  ;  and  you  will  hence  be  led  to  conclude, 
that  fince  your  departure  our  ideas  have  greatly  changed. 


CHAP.    LXII. 

Of  the  Nature  of  Government  s  ^  according  to  Artftotle  and  other 
PHlofiphers, 

XsiL  received  the  laft  letters,  of  which  I  have  given  copies,  at 
Smyrna,  on  our  return  from  Perfia  • }  in  which  city  we  learn- 
ed, that  Ariftotle,  after  haying  paflcd  three  years  with  Hermias, 
governor  of  Atarnea,  had  gone  to  refide  at  Mytxlene,  the  capi- 
tal of  Lefbos  *•  • 


^  Id.  ibid.  p.  445. 

'  Id.  ibid.  p.  450. 
I    *  In  the  fpring  of  the  year  343  be- 
IbreChrift. 


'  Diof .  Laert.  lib.  5-  {  3  et  9.  Dion. 
Htlic.  Epiit  ad  Amm.  cap.  5.  t.  yî.  P' 
7*8. 
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We  were  fo  near  to  him»  and  had  Been  fo  long  without  hang- 
ing fecn  him,  that  we  rcfolved  to  furprifc  him  wth  a  vifit.  Our 
attention  gave  him  great'  pleafure.  He  was  preparing  to  depart 
for  Macedbn,  Philip  having  at  length  prevailed  on  him  to  unt- 
dertake  the  education  of  his  fon  Alexander.  I  facrifice  my  Iv 
berty,  faid  he  to  us,  but  here  is  my  excufe  :  fliowing  us  at  the 
.fame  time  a  letter  from  the  king,  conceived  in  the  following 
words  '  :  *^  A  fon  is  bom  to  me,  and  I  return  thanks  to  the 
gods,  lefs  that  they  have  given  him  to  me,  than  that  he  has  been 
born  in  your  time,  fmce  I  hope  that  your  care  and  inftruâion 
will  render  him  both  worthy  of  me  and  the  kingdom  to  which 
he  is  to  fuccecd.'*  ^ 

We  pafled  whole  days  with  Ariftotle,  and  gave  him  an  exzGt 
account  of*our  travels.  The  following  particulars  appeared  t» 
engage  his  attention.  I  tdd  him,  that,  when  we  were  in  Hioc* 
nicia,  we  were  invited  to  dinner  with  fome  Perfian  noblemen, 
at  the  houfe  of  the  fatrap  of  the  province.  The  convcrfation» 
as  ufual',  only  turned  on  thi  great  king.  Tou  know,  faid  I,  that 
the  authority  of  the  Perfian  nK>narch  is  much  lefs  refpeâed  in 
the  diftant  provinces  than  in  the  capital  of  the  empire.  Many 
inftances  were  given  of  his  haughtinefs  and  defpotifm.  It  muft 
be  granted,  (aid  the  fatrap,  that  kings  believe  themfelves  to  be 
of  a  totally  diilinâ  fpecies  from  us  \  Some  days  after,  bein|^ 
in  company  with  fcveral  fubaltern  officers  of  the  hme  province, 
they  complained  to  us  of  the  ill  treatment  and  injuftice  which 
they  had  fufFered  from  the  fatrap.  It  appears  manifeft  to  me, 
faid  one  of  them,  that  a  fatrap  thinks  himfelf  of  a  quite  differ- 
ent nature  from  his  inferior  officers.  I  afterwards  interrogated 
their  flaves,  who  all  lamented  the  rigour  of  their  fate,  and  a* 
greed,  that  their  matters  muft  certainly  think  themfelves  a  race 
of  mortals  of  a  fupcrior  kind  to  them  \  On  our  fide  we  were 
convinced,  with  Plato,  that  the  greater  part  of  men,  by  turns 


»  Anl.  Ge».  lib.  9.  capT  3.  I  cap.  15.  lib.  9.  ctp.  41.     Quint.  Girt. 

"   Lib.  dc  Mnnd.  ap.  Ariftot.  cap,  6.  j  lib.  7.  cap.  8. 
t.  i.  p.  61Ï,    JElia».  Var.  Hill.  lib.  8.  |      »  Philem.  ap.  Stob.  S'-rm.  60.  p.  SS4» 
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Haves  and  tyrants,  exclaim  againft  injuftice,  le(s  from  the  hatred 
ttrhich  it  merits  than  from  the  fear  whichit  infpires  ^ 

White  we  were  at  Sufa,  in  a  converfatton  which  we  had  with 
«  Perfian,  we  remarked  to  him,  that  the  condition  of  defpots  is 
moft  wretched,  becaufe  they  poflefs  faffident  power  to  effisâ 
the  greateft  mtfchiefs*  We,  in  confeqnence,  deplored  the  iia- 
very  to  which  his  country  was  reduced  S  and  contrafted  it  with 
the  liberty  enjoyed  in  Greece.  He  replied,  with  a  finite»  Ton 
iiave  pafled  throiigh  many  of  our  proyinces  $  in  what  condition 
have  you  found  them  ?  Extremely  flourifliing  and  populous, 
anfwered  I  ;  their  trade  is  extenfive,  agriculture  is  honoiured 
and  nobly  patronifed  by  the  fovereign  *  r  induftry  and  aûivity 
are  confpicuous  in  their  mstnufaâures  \  and  they  are  in  a  date 
of  profound  tranquillity,  though  they  are  expofed  to  fome  op- 
preiEons  on  the  part  of  their  governors^ 

No  longer  confide  then,  replied  he,  itl  the  idle  declamations 
of  your  writers.  I  am  acquainted  with  that  Greece  of  which 
you  fpeak  :  I  have  pafied  feveral  years  in  the  country,  ftudied 
its  inftitution%  and  been  witnefs  to  the  diflenfions  to  which  it 
is  a  prey.  Name  to  me,  I  do  not  fay  a  whole  nation,  but  a 
iingle  city,  which  does  not  every  moment  experience  the  cruel* 
ttes  of  defpotifxn  or  the  convtdfions  of  anarchy.  Tour  laws  are 
excellent,  but  they  are  not  better  obferved  than  ours  ^  for  we 
have  fome  very  wife  ones  which  remain  ineffeâual,  becaufe  the 
empire  is  too  opulent  and  extenfive.  When  the  fovereign  re^ 
fpeâs  them,  we  would  not  change  our  condition  for  yours  ; 
when  he  violates  ihem,  the  people  have  at  leafl  the  confolation 
of  hoping,  that  the  thunderbolt  will  only  fall  on  the  principal 
citizens,  and  recoil  on  the  hand  that  has  launched  it.  We  arc 
Ibmetimes  unhappy  from  the  abufe  c^  power,  but  you  ate  al- 
moft  always  fo  from  the  excefs  of  liberty. 

Thde  refleâions  infenfibly  induced  Ariftotle  to  difcourfe  on 
die  difiertnt  forms  of  governments,  on  which  fubjeâ  he  had 


r  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  1. 1.  ii.  p.  344.     I      *  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  «.  p.  Stt. 
2  W-deLcj.  lib.  3.  t.  a. p.  6>tr     I  *^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVEtS  IN  OREXCBi  323 

teen  employed  ilince  our  departure  from  Greece.  He  had  be- 
gun by  colleâîng  the  laws  of  almoft  all  nations,  both  Greek 
and  barbarian  *»,  which  he  fliowcd  us,  arranged  in  order,  and 
accompanied  with  remarks,  in  fo  maiiy  di(lin£l  tfeatifes,  to  the 
numhe^  of  more  than  a  hundred  and  fifty  ^  *.  He  flattered 
bimfelf  he  (hould  one  day  be  able  to  complete  his  coUeâion. 
It  contained,  among  otUers,  the  conftitutions  of  Athens,  Lace- 
dsemon,  the  Theffàlians,  .the  Arcadians,  Syracufe,  MarfeiUes, 
smd  even  that  of  the  little  ifland  of  Ithaca^* 

This  prodigious  coUeftion  might  alone  have  infured  the  im- 
mortality of  the  author,  but  he  enly  coufidered  it  as  a  fcafFold, 
by  the  aid  of  which  he  might  ereâ  a  dill  more  noble  monu- 
ment. He  had  colleâed  faâs  which  prefented  remarkable  dif- 
ferences and  contradiâions.  To  derive  from  them  confeque/ices 
ufeful  to  the  human  race,  it  was  neceflary  to  do  what  had  not 
hitherto  been  done,  to  penetrate  to  the  fpirit  of  the  laws,  and 
to  follow  them  in  their  eiléâs  ;  to  examine,  from  the  experience 
of  fucceffive  ages,  the  caufes  which  preferve  or  deflroy  dates  ; 
to  propofe  remedies  againil  the  vices  which  are  inherent  in 
every  conftitution»  and  againft  the  principles  of  change  which 
are  foreign  to  it  ^  to  prepare,  in  a  word,  for  any  new  legiilator, 
a  well  digefted  code  from  which  he  may  felçâ  the  government 
beft  adapted  to  the  charaaer  of  his  nation,  according  to  the 
<rircum(lance6  of  time  and  place  \ 

This,  great  work  ^  was  nearly  finifhed  when  we  arrived  at 
IVf  itylene^  and  was  publilhed  fome  years  after  ?.  Ariftotle  per- 
mitted us  to  read  it,  and  make  the  extraâ  which  I  here  fub- 
join  f •     I  fhall  divide  it  ihto  two  parts; 


1»  Cieer.  â«  Fin.  lib;  5.  cap.  4.  t.  ii.  p. 

-  ^  Diogeo.  Laerr.  lib.  5.  $  27. 
*  I>îogenes  LaertiuA  it^fS,  that  the 
•oamber  of  there  treath'es  vtm  a  hundred 
apd  fifty-eigbjt.  AnKnonius,  io  the  Life 
mi  Ariftotle,  increafvS  it  to  two  hun-  f     f  Slc  uute  ai-ths  end  of  the  Volume* 

.      Xij 


dred  and  âfty-fîve. 
-    d  Fabr.  Bibl.  Cîrjcc.  t.  Ji.  p.  ip/, 
^  Ariftot.  de  MLor.  lib;  ic.  t.  ii.  p. 

144. 

*  Id:  de  Rep.  lib.  S.  t.  ii.  p.  295. 
^  Id.  tbid.  lib.  5.  cap.  10.  p.  404. 
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First  Part. 
On  the  different  kinds  afGovernmeuU 

We  muft  firft  dîftinguifii  twa  kinds  of  govenimcnt  ;  Aofc  în 
which  public  utility  ÎS  the  great  obje£t,  and  thofc  in  which  it  is 
held  of  no  account  '•  In  the  former  clrfs  we  place  the  limited 
monarchy,  the  ariftocratical  government,  and  the  republic  pro- 
perly fo  called.  Thus  the  conftitution  may  be  excellent,  whe- 
ther the  fupreme  authority  be  confided  to  a  (ingle  perfon,  be 
exercifed  by  many,  or  refide  folely  in  the  people  *. 

The  fécond  clafs  comprehends  tyranny,  oligarchy,  and  dc-' 
mocracy,  which  are  only  corruptions  of  the  three  preceding 
forms  of  gôyemment  ;  for  limited  monarchy  degenerates  into 
defpotifm,  when  the  fovcreign,  referring  erery  thing  to  him- 
felf,  no  longer  acknowledges  any  bounds  to  his  power  ^  ;  the 
ariftocracy  becomes  an  oligarchy,  when  the  fupreme  power  i& 
no  longer  pofTefTed  by  a  certain  number  of  virtuous  perfons, 
but  by  a  fmall  number  of  rulers,  whofe  riches  alone  conftitute 
their  claim,  to  authority  :  and  the  republican  government  is  de- 
bafed  into  a  demoaacy  when  the  pooreft  clafa  of  people  haw 
too  great  an  influence  in  public  deliberations  K 

As  the  word  monarch  equally  fignifies  a  king  or  a  tyrant, 
and  (ince  it  may  happen  that  the  power  of  the  one  may  be  a». 
abfolute  as  that  of  the  other,  we  (hall  diftinguifh  them  by  two 
principal  differences*;  the  one'  derived  from  the  ufc  which 
they  make  of  their  power,  and  the  other  from  the  difpofitions 
which  they  find  in  their  fubjeûs.  As  to  the  former,  we  have, 
already  faid  that  the  king,  io  every  tiling  he  docs,  a£b  for  hit 
people,  but  the  tyrant  for  himfelf  alone  ;  and  as  to  the  latter, 
Ve  affirm  that  the  mod  abfolute  authority  becomes  lawful  if 
the  fubjedls  confent  to  eftablifli  or  fupport  it*. 


b  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  cap.  6,  t.  u. 

P*  345. 

I  td.  ibid.  cap.  7.  p.  34$. 

^  id.  Khet*  lib.  i.  cap.  8/p.  530* 


1  Id.  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  cap.  7.  p.  34^. 
*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  Toiuae. 
^  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  cap.  14»  t. 
i>*  V*  357  >  lib.  4.  cap.  xo.  p.  ^74. 
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Purfuing  thefe  prelimitiaiy  ideas,  we  fl&all  find  in  the  t^ftory 
of  nations  five  kinds  of  kingly  power. 

The  firft  is  that  which  prevailed  in  the  heroic  ages.  The 
fovereign  poflefied  the  right  of  commanding  the  army  and  in- 
fliâing  the  fentence  of  death  while  he  had  the  command  of  it  ; 
he{>refided  at  the  fiicrifices,  determined  the  caufes  of  indivi- 
duals, and  tranfmitted  his  authority  to  his  children  \  The  fé- 
cond was  eftabliflied  when  never-ceafing  dtflcnfions  had  forced 
a'  city  to  confide  the  fnpreme  authority  to  an  individual,  either 
during  his  life»  or  for  a  certain  number  of  years.  The  third  is 
that  ufual  among  the  barbarous  nations  of  Afia.  The  fovereign 
there  enjoys  an  ifnmenie  power,  which  he  has  neverthelefs  re- 
ceived frdm  hi«  father,  and  againft  which  the  pécule  have  never 
remonftrated.  The  fourth  is  that  of  Lacedxmon,  which  ap- 
pears to  be  the  moft  conformable  to  the  laws,  which  have  li- 
snited  the  authority  of  the  fovereign  to  the  command  of  the  ar- 
mies, and  to  funâions  relative  to  divine  worfhip.  The  fifth, 
in  a  word,  which  I  {hall  call  royalty,  or  limited  monarchy,  is 
diat  in  which  the  fovereign  exercifes  in  his  ftates  the  fame  au- 
thority as  a  father  in  the  midft  of  his  family  ^. 

The  laft  is  the  only  kind  of  royal  power  which  I  Ihall  here 
confider.  I  (hall  not  fpeak  of  the  firft,  becaufe  it  has  long  been 
almoft  every  where  abolifhed  ;  nor  of  the  fécond,  becaufe  it 
was  merely  a  temporary  commiffion  ;  nor  of  the  third,  becaufe 
it  is  only  found  among  the  Afiatics,  who  are  more  accuftomed 
tofervitude  than  the  Greeks  and  Europeans  ^  ;  nor  of  diatof 
Lacedxmon,  becaufe,  confined  within  narrow  Uipits,  it  only 
makes  a  part  of  the  conftitution,  and  is  not  in  itfelf  a  diftinâ 
government. 

The  fpUowing  then  is  the  idea  which  we  have  formed  of  the 
true  regal  power.  The  fovereign  enjoys  the  fupreme  authori- 
ty %  and  extends  his  care  over  every  part  of  the  adminiftration, 
as  well  as  the  prcfervation  of  the  tranquillity  of  the  ftate. 

-  •  -  « 

I 

.  ibid.  p.  356  ct  357.  j       P  Id.  ibid.  p.  355. 

.  ibid,  lib,  1. 


^  Id.  ibid.  lib,  i.  cap.  X2.  p.  310  ;  I      *  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  14.  p,  2S7  \ 
lib.  3.  cap.  14,  p.  35O.  I  cap.  15.  p.  35^.  C.  cap.  16  et  17. 

X  iij  » 
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It  is  IÛ8  office  to  caufe  the  laws  to  be  executed  ;  ind  as,  on 
the  one  hand,,  he  cannot  enforce  them  againft  thofe  who  vio- 
late them,  if  he  have  not  a  body  of  troops  at  his  difpofal,  and 
as  on  the  other  he  may  abufe  this  truft,  we  fliall  eftabliih  it  as 
a  general  rule  that  he  ought  to  pofTefs  the  power  requifite  to 
reftrain  individuals,  but  not  fufficient  to  opprefs  the  nation  f. 

He  may  determine  in  cafes  for  which  the  laws  have  not  pro» 
Tided  *.  The  care  of  adminiftering  juftice  and  punifliing  the 
guilty  fliall  be  confided  to  magiftrates  ^  As  it  is  impoffible 
that  he  fhould  himfelf  fee  and  regulate  all  things  he  ihall  have 
a  council,  the  members  of  which  may  advife  and  inftruâ  him 
by  their  knowledge  and  experience,  and  afltft  him  in  the  adr 
miniftration  of  the  various  and  minute  affaira  of  the  kingr 
dom". 

Taxes  (hall  not  be  impofed  except  on  occafiofe  of  a  war,  or 
fome  other  neceflity  of  the  ftatc  ;  nor  fliall  die  fovereign  infult 
the  poverty  of  tlie  people  by  lavifliing  their  property  on  fbr 
rcigners,  ftageplayers,  or  courtezans'.  It  is  befides  his  duty, 
by  meditating  on  die  nature  of  the  power  with  which  he  is  in* 
veiled,  to  render  himfelf  acceffible  to  his  fubje£i:s  ^  and  live 
in  the  midft  of  them  as  a  fadier  in  the  midft  of  his  children  '. 
He  fliould  be  more  occupied  by  dieir  interefts  than  his  own  *  ; 
and  the  fplendour  which  furrounds  him  flidruld  infpire  refpeâ 
and  not  terror  ^.  Honour  fliould  be  the  motive  of  all  his  en- 
tcrprifes  '^,  and  the  love  of  hfs  people  their  reward  **.  He  fhould 
difcem  and  recompenfe  merit  ^  ;  and,  under  his  government^ 
the  rich,  fecured  in  the  poffeflion  of  their  (Property,  and  the 
poor,  proteâed  againft  the  power  of  the  rich,  fliould  learn  to 
entertain  a  juft  efteem  of  themfelves,  and  to  love  and  defen4 
one  of  the  nobleft  conftitutions  eftabliflied  among  men  ^r 


'■  Id.  ibid.  cap.  15.  p.  359.  C. 

'  Id.  ibid.  cap.  xi.  p.  351.  £. 

t  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5.  cap.  11.  p.  41c.  A, 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  1^.  p.  361. 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5.  cap.  zi.  p.  409. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  410. 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i.  cap.  xa.  p.  3x0. 


*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5.  cap.  |x.  p.  410» 
b  Id.  ibid.  p.  40p. 

*  Id.  iSid.  cap.  10.  p.  403. 

<*  Id.  ibid,  lib*  x.  cap.  12.  p.  310. 
^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5.  cap.  xi.  p*  409. 
'  Id.  ibid.  cap.  10.  p.  493  ;  cap.  |x. 
p.  41©  ;  lib.  3.  cap.  14.  p.  35e. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ntAVSis  IN  oRsscx.  3^7 

Ttet,  as  the  excellence  of  fuch  a  form  of  government  depiencU 
fblely  on  the  moderation  of  the  prince,  it  is  mai^ifeft  that  the 
iiecurity  and  liberty  of  the  fubjeâ  muft  depend  on  it  likewife  ; 
and  hence  it  is,  that,  in  the  cities  of  Greece,  the  citizens,  con- 
fidering  themfelves  as  all  equals,  and  having  all  a  right  to  par*- 
ticipate  in  the  fovereign  authority,  fix  thdr  attention  more  on 
the  inconveniences  than  on  the  advantages  of  a  government 
nFhich  may  by  turns  be  the  caufe  of  the  happinels  or  the 
iirretchednefs  of  a  people  *• 

Royalty  being  only  founded  on  the  confidence  which  it  in- 
ipires,  is  deftroyed  when  the  fovereign  renders  himfelf  odious 
by  his  defpotifm,~or  contemptible  by  his  vices  '• 

Under  a  tyrant  the  whole  ftrength  of  a  nation  is  turned 
againft  itfel£  The  government  is  engaged  in  a  perpetual  war 
with  its  fubjeâs  :  it  attacks  them  in  their  laws,  in  their  prop 
perty,  in  their  honour,  and  only  leaves  them  the  àeçp  and  paina^ 
ful  fenfe  of  their  mifery* 

A  king  propofes  to  himfelf  to  render  his  reign  glorious,  and 
eSeâ  the  good  of  his  people  ;  but  a  tyrant  has  no  other  view 
than  to  draw  to  lumfelf  all  the  riches  of  his  dates,  to  laviih 
them  on  his  vile  pleafures  \  Dionyfius,  king  of  Syracufe,  had 
fo  multiplied  taxes,  that  within  the  fpace  of  five  years  the  proi- 
perty  of  every  individual  in  his  kingdom  hzi  pafled  into  the 
royal  treafury  L  As  the  tyrant  only  reigns  by  the  fear  which 
he  inipires,  his  fecurity  muft  be  the  fingle  objeâ  of  his  atten- 
tion ^*  Hence,  while  the  guard  of  a  king  is  compofed  of  citir 
zens  interefted  in  the  good  of  the  public,  that  of  the  tyrani> 


*  Ariftotk  hfei  faU  Ccarcely  anj  tb&Dg 
•f  the  çreat  monarchies  which  fabfift- 
•ed  in  his  time»  as  thofe  of  JPerSa'  and 
.^Syp^  noc  has  he  fpoken  more  of  the 
gorernment  of  Macedon,  thongh  he 
muft  neceflarilv  hare  been  well  ac- 
quainted  with  it.  He  only  had  in  view 
that  fpeciea  of  kinglr  power  which 
fometiroes  was  eftabliflied  in  fome  of 
tlK  cities  of  Greece,  and  which  was  of 


a  quite  difierent  nature  fixMO  that  <d 
thf  modern  monarchies.  (See  Mon- 
tefquieu  Efprit  des  Lois,  Uv.  i,  cap.  ^ 
U  u  p.  224.)     , 

S  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5.  cap.  la  pi 
40i5;  et  cap*  it.  p.  40S. 

>>  Id.  ibid.  p.  403. 

1  Id.  ibid.  cap.  tl.  p.  407. 

^  Id.  Rhet.  lib.  i.  cap.  8.  p.  53f.    , 
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only  confifts  of  foreigners,  who  fenre  as  the  mftniinefits  of  his 
fury  or  his  caprice  *. 

Such  a  conftitution»  if  indeed  it  deferves  that  name^  contains 
within  itfdf  all  the  vices  of  the  moft  corrupted  governments. 
It  naturally  therefore  cannot  fupport  itfelf,  but  by  the  moft 
violent  or  the  moft  (hameful  means,  and  muft  ilKlude  Within 
it  all  the  poffible  caufes  of  its  deftrnftion. 

Tyranny  may  maintain  itfelf  when  the  prihcc  takes  the  pre- 
caution to  cut  off  thofc  citizens  who  are  too  much  raifed  above 
the  reft  "  ;  when  he  is  careful  to  prevent  the  progrcfs  of  know- 
ledge which  may  enlighten,  and  to  forbid  all  public  entertainments 
or  meetings  which  may  unite  his  fubjeâs  ;  when,  after  the  ex- 
ample of*  the  kings  of  Syracofe,  he  bcfieges  them  with  fpies, 
Mirho  continually  hoM  them  in  difquietude  and  dread  5  when  by 
adroit  artifices  he  fows  difputes  in  families j  divifions  among 
*&e  different  orders  of  the  ftate,  and  diftntft  even  in  the  moft 
intimate  connexions  ;  when  the  people,  cnilhed  by  public  la- 
bours, laden  with  taxes,  dragged  to  wars  purpofcly  excited,  and 
fo  deprefibd  as  to  be  incapable  of  all  elevation  c^  ideas  or  nobi- 
lity of  fentiment,  hare  neither  the  courage  nor  the  means  to 
throw  off  the  yoke  by  which  they  are  oppreflcd  ;  when  the 
tiirone  is  only  furrounded  by  vile  flatterers  •,  and  fubahern  ty- 
rants, by  fo  much  the  more  ufeful  to  the  defpot,  as  they  are 
not  rcftrained  either  by  Ihame  or  by  remorfe. 

There  is  however  one  method  that  may  be  employed  ftill 
more  fuccefsfully  than  thefc  to'  perpetuate  fiich  an  authotiry  •  ; 
which  is,  when  preferving  all  the  plenitude  of  hrs  power,  die 
Tovereign  is  willing  to  fubjeft  himfelf  to  forms  which  may  al- 
tenipcr  its  rigour,  and  exhibit  himfelf  to  his  people  rather  as  a 
father  who  claims  them  as  his  inheritance  than  as  a  ferocious 
»nimal  ^f  of  whom  they  muft  be  the  viâims. 
'  As  the  people  ought  to  be  perfuaded  that  their  fortune  is  fa- 


■  Id.  de  Rep.  lib.  5.  ctp.  i«.  p.  403. 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  10.  p.  407.    £urip. 
in  Supplie,  p.  445. 


"  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5*  cap.  xi.  p.  407, 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  40S. 

'  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  16,  p.  35o. 
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efîfîced  to  the  good  oJF  the  ftate,  and  not  to  the  individual  ad- 
vantage of  the  fovercigfi,  the  monarch  fhould  apply  himfelf  to 
Infufe  into  the  minds  of  his  fubjefls  an  exalted  opinion  of  his 
abSities  for  the  feknce  of  government  *.  It  will  be  very  ad- 
vantageous to  him  to  poiTefs  the  qualities  which  infpire  refpeél,' 
«nd  the  femblance  of  the  virtues  which  attraft  love  i  nor  will 
it  be  lefs  fo  that  he  Ihotlld  appear  attftched»  but  without  mean 
Itiperikitionj  to  the  rites  of  religion }  for  the  people  will  believe 
him  to  be  reftrained  by  the  fear  of  the  gods,  and  will  not  dare 
to  life  againft  a  prince  whom  they  proteft  •". 

But  he  ought  efpecialiy  to  avoid  advancing  one  of  his  fub- 
jc£ks  to  a  power  which  he  may  abufe  •  j  and  ftill  more  ought 
he  to  abftain  from  injuries  and  infultson  individuals,  and  from 
Wt>unding  the  honour  of  families.  Among  the  multitude  of 
princeB  whom  the  abufe  of  power  has  precipitated  from  the 
throne,  a  great  huihber  have  drawn  on  themfelves  deftruftion 
by  the  peyfonal  injuries  of  which  they  have  been  guilty,  or 
trhich  they  have  authorifed  in  others  ^ 

By  the  obfervance  ©f  fimilar  maxims,  arbitrary  power  haè 
maintained  its  authoi;ity  at  Sicyon  during  a  whole  century, 
and  at  Corinth  for  nearly  the  fame  period  *.  The  fovereigns 
who  governed  thofe  two  ftates  obtained  the  efteem  or  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people,  feme  by  their  military  tdents,  others  by 
their  affiibility,  and  others  by  the  refpeft  which,  on  certain  oc»- 
cafions,  they  paid  to  the  laws.  Every  where  elfe  tyranny  has 
,  fubfifted  a  longer  or  a  ihorter  time,  according  as  it  has  more 
or  lefs  negleâed  to  conceal  itfelf.  It  has  on  fome  occafions 
been  feen  to  difarm  the  irritated  multitude,  and  on  others  to 
break  the  chains  of  the  flaves  and  call  them  to  its  aid  *  ;  but  it 
is  abfolutely  impoffible  that  a  government  fo  monflrous  (houU' 
not  fooner  or  later  come*  to  an  end,  becaufe  the  hatred  or  con- 
tempt which  it  infpires  ^  muft,  fooner  or  later,  avenge  the  ma»- 
jefty  of  injured  and  infulted  nations. 


^  Id.  ibid. lib.  j.  cap.  zt.  p.  40p.        1      ^  ïd.  ibid.  lib.  5.  cap.  i2  p.  4IX 
'  Id.  ibid.  I      *  Id.  ibid.  cap.  1 1,  p.  410, 


*  Id.  iWid.  p.  41Ç).  I     I  Id.  ibid.  cap.  xo,  p.  40<?- 

*  H.  ibid.  cap.  10.  p.  403.  \ . 
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When»  'after  the  extindion  of  the  regal  power,  the  forerèigit 

authority  returns  to  the  fociedes  from  which  it  has  emanated^ 

fome  choofe  to  commit  the  exercife  of  it  to  the  body  of  the 

nation,  and  others  to  confide  it  to  a  certain  number  of  citU 

»  ;ECns. 

Then  take  birth  two  powerful  £a£bions,  tliat  of  the  nobles, 
and  that  of  the  people,  both  of  which  were  before  reprefled  by 
the  aiithority  of  a  fingle  chief  ;  but  after  the  eztinâion  of  that 
-  |x>ver,  become  more  intent  to  deftroy  than  to  counterbalance 
each  other.  Their  divifions  have  almoft  eveoy  where  corrupted 
the  primitive  conditutâpn»  ^nd  other  caufes  have  contributed 
$o  its  change.  Such  are  the  iniperfeé^ions  which  experience 
has  difcovered  in  the  fyftems  of  all  legifiators,  the  abufes  to 
which  even  the  moft  legitimate  power  is-  liable,  and  the  v^iria^ 
tions  which  cities  and  nations  have  experienced  in  their  power^ 
their  manners,  and  their  relations  to  other  ftates.  Thus^  a^ 
piong  the  Greeks,  all  equally  ardent  in  the  love  of  liberty,  wf 
ihail  not  find  two  nations,  or  two  cities,  however  near  to  each 
pther  they  may  be,  which  have  precifely  the  fame  legifla^ion 
and  the  fame  form  of  government  j  but  we  (hall  every  wherç. 
perceive  the  conftltution  incline  either  toward  the  defpotifm  of 
the  principal  citizens,  or  toward  that  of  the  multitude.  / 

It  will  therefore  be  ncccflary  to  diftinguifh  feveral  fpecies  of 
ariftocracies,  fome  approaching  more  or  lefs  to  the  perfcâioa 
of  which  that  form  of  government  is  capable,  and  others  morç 
or  lefs  tending  to  the  oligarchy  which  is  its  corruption. 

The  true  ariftocracy,  therefore,  will  be  that  in  which  the 
authority  is  found  in  the  hands  of  a  certain  number  of  en* 
lightened  and  virtuous  magiftrates  ^.  By  virtue  I  underftand 
political  virtue,  which  is  no  other  than  the  love  of  the  public 
£Ood,  or  of  the  country  '.  As  all  honours  fhould  be  beftowed 
pn  this,  it  muft  become  the  principle  of  tlûs  form  of  govern^» 
ment  \ 


'  Id.  ibid,  lib.  4«  cap.  7*  p.  371  ;  cap.  I      '  Id.  iiid.  lib.  3-  cap.  7.  p.  371- 
15.  p.  3^^*  I      ^  là,  ibid.  lib.  4.  cap.  8.  p.  372. 
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To  iècQie  fudi  a  conftîtndon,  it  'will  be  neceflary  to  tempo? 
it  in  fuch  a  ms^nner  that  the  principal  citizens  may'  find  in  it 
the  advantages  of  the  oligarchy,  and  die  common  people  thole 
rof  the  democracy  ^.  Two  laws  wiU  contribute  to  produce  both 
tliefe  efFeâs  ;  one  of  which,  derived  from  the  principle  of  this 
gOTcmment,  (hall  confer  the  fupreme  magiftracies  on  perfonal 
qualities,  without  regard  to  fortune  ^  ;  and  the  other  prevent 
the  magiftrates  from  enriching  themfelves  by  their  employ- 
ments, by,  obliging  them  to  render  an  account  to  the  public  of 
the  adminiftration  of  the  finances^.  By  the  former  of  thefç 
laws»  all  the  citizens  may  afpire  to  the  principal  dignities  of 
the  ftate,  and  the  latter  will  induce  the  lower  clafles  of  th^ 
people  to  renounce  a  ri^t  which  they  will  only  value  bccaufç 
they  believe  it  profitable  ^  t 

As  it  will  be  tq  be  feared  that,  at  length,  even  virtue  itfelf^ 
invefted  with  foyereign  authority,  vrill  be  enfeebled,  or  excite 
jealoufy,  care  has  bee^  taken^  in  many  ariftocracies,  to  limit  the 
power  of  the  magiftrates,  and*  td  provide  that  it  ihall  pa{s  int^ 
other  hands  ct&j  fix  months  f. 

Thouf^  it  may  be  of  importance  that  the  judges  of  certain 
tribune  fliould  be  ^hofen  from  the  dafs  of  the  moft  diftin^ 
^uiihed  citizens,  it  will  at  leaft  be  neceflary  that  there  fliould 
be  other  tribunal^  the  judges  pf  which  (ball  be  taken  from  all 
ranks  of  the  people  K  . 

It  appertains  to  this  form  of  government  alone  ^  to  inftitute 
magiftrates  who  may  fuperintend  the  education  of  the  children 
and  the  çonduâ  of  the  wcMnen*  Such  a  cenforfliip  would  be  inef- 
feâual  in  a  democracy,  or  an  oligarchy  ;  in  the  former,  becaufe 
the  multitude  would  lay  claim  to  an  excels  of  liberty;  and  i^ 
the  latter,  becaufe  the  ruling  citizens  would  be  the  firft  to  give 
the  example  of  corruption  and  impunity  K 

^  Id,  ibid.  Hb.  5.  cap.  7.  p.  396.  1  S  Id.  ibid.  p.  3pS. 

é  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  cap.  9.  p.  373.  |  h  fj.  ibid.  lib.  4.  cap.  x6.  p.  385. 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5.  cap.  8. p.  399.  I  ^  j^.  {},i^,  cup.  j^.  p.  «gj. 

f  Id.  ibid.  I 
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This  fi^em  of  govcrnixient,  xq  wkkh  the  warûkj  man  ilHII 
never  be  diftinâ  from  the  citizen  ^^  no  where  fubfifts*  Were 
y^c  to  attempt  to  amilyze  it,  odier  laws  and  other  r^ulationi 
would  be  neceCary.  Let  as  content  ourfelves»  in  order  to  farm  a 
judgment  of  the  different  ariftociacies»  to  afcexid  to  their  prin» 
ciple,  ibr  on  that  efpecially  depends  the  excellence  of  a  govern-' 
ment.  The  principle  of  the  pure  ariftocracy  will  be  pditicai 
^rtue,  or  the  love  of  public  good.  If  we  find  in  ahy  fubfifting 
ftriftocracy,  that  this  love  has  a  greater  or  lefs  influence  on  the 
dioice  of  magiftràtéSj  we  may  thence  conclude  that  the  oonfti- 
ttttion  is  more  or  lefs  advantageous.  Hence  is  it  that  the  go- 
vernment of  Lacedsemoil  approaches  nearer  to  the  true  arifto- 
cracy  than  that  of  Carthage,  though  there  is  in  other  refpeâs  a 
great  conformity  between  them  K  At  Lac^œmon,  die  magif- 
trate  who  is  chofen  muft  be  animated  by  the  love  of  his  coun- 
try, and  difpofed  to  favour  the  people  (  tt  Carthage  he  muft  be- 
fides  enjoy  an  eafy  fortune  ^^  on  which  account  the  latter  go- 
^Kinment  inclines  mote  toward  an  oligarchy.  ^ 

The  conftitution  is  in  danger,  in  an  ariftocracy>  when  the  in- 
fterefté  of  the  principal  citizens  are  not  fufficiehtly  well  conneâ- 
cd  with  thofe  of  th^  common  people*  to  prevent  each  of  thefe 
dafles  from  defiring  to  feize  exclufively  on  the  foverèign  autho- 
fky  •  ;  when  the  laws  permit  all  the  riches  of  the  ftate  to  pafs 
infenfibly  into  the  hands  of  fome  individuals  ;  when  the  firft 
Innovations  by  which  the  conftitution  is  attacked  are  connived 
at  ^  ;  and  when  the  magiftrates,  through  jealoufy  or  negligence, 
perfecute  illtiftrioiis  citizens,  or  exclude  them  from  the  magif- 
tracy,  or  fuffer  them  to  become  fufficicntly  powerful  to  enflave 
their  country  p. 

The  imperfcfl  ariftrocracy  has  in  fo  many  refpeârs  a  rdation 

to  the  oligarchy,  that  we  muft  neceflkrily  conSder  them  together 

-"  * 

k  Id.  ibid.  ctp.  7.  p.  371.  I  **,  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5.  cap.  7.  p.  3p6. 

I  Aiiftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  i.  cap.  ti.  p.  {  ^  fd.  ibid.  tap.  S.  p.  3^7. 

334.       .  ^  J  P  Id.  ibid.  p.  3p6. 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.. 4,  cap.  7.  p«  37'*  » 
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wben  we  urifh  to  explain  the  eaufes  by  which  they  may  each  b^ 
maintained  or.  deftroyçd. 

In  the  oligarchy»  the  iupreme  authority  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
fmall  number  of  rich  perfons  4.  As  it  is  eflential  to  this  go- 
cernaient  that  the  principal  offices  of  magiftracy  ihould  be  elec- 
tive ■",  and  that  the  confei^g  of  them  fliould  be  regulated  by 
the  cenfusy  that  is  the  fortune  of  individuals,  riches  muît,  in 
fuch  SI  ftate,  be  preferred  to  every  thing  elfe»  and  produce  a 
very  great  inequafity  among  the  citizens'.  The  defue  therefore 
of  acquiring  wealth  is  the  principle  of  fuch  a  government  ^ 

A  number  of  cities  have  of  themfelves  chofen  this  form  o£ 
government.  The  Lacedaemonians  have  endeavoured  tc^  intro-* 
duce  it  among  other  dates,  with  the  fame  zeal  as  the  Athenians 
have  laboured  to  eftabhih  among  them  the  democracy  ^  :  but  it 
is  everywhere  deverfified  accarcHng  to  the  nature  of  the  cenfus» 
or  property  which  a  citizen  is  required  to  poflefs  to  be  admitted 
to  the  principal  offices  ^  according  to  the  different  modes  ii^ 
which  thofe  offices  are  conferred  \  and  according  as  the  power 
of  the  tnagiftrate  is  more  or  lefs  leftrained.  In  every  fuch  go^ 
vemroent,  befides,  the  few  citizens  ivho  govern,  ufe  every  endear 
vouv  to  maintain  their  authority  againft  the  many  who  obey  K 

The  means  employed  to  this  end,  in  feveral  ftates,  is  to  grants 
to  all  the  citizens  the  right  qf  attending  at  the  general  aflèn^ 
blies  of  the  nation,  to  permit  them  to  fill  the  offices  of  magilU 
tracy,  give  their  votes  in  the  tribunals  of  juftice,  keep  arms  ua 
dieir  houfes,  and  increafe  their  bodily  ftrength  by  the  exercifes 
of  the  gymnafium  7.  But  no  punifhment  is  denounced  againfi; 
the  poor  who  negkâ  thefe  advantages,  while  the  rich  who  omit 
them  are  fubfeâed  to  a  fine  \  The  indulgence  fbevm  to  thci 
former,  and  which  is  apparently  founded  on  th«  multiplicity  oC 
their  labours  and  necefiities,  removes  them  from  public  bufinefs» 


^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  .1.  ctp.  7.  p.  346; 
lib.  4.  cap.  4.  p.  366  ;  cap.  15.  p.  3S2. 

'  Id.  ibid.  p.  334.  Id.  de  Rhct.  p- 
^14. 

•  I  J.  dé  Rep.  lib.  5.  cap.  i.  p.  ^85. 


t  Id.  ibid,  lib-  4.  cap.  6.  p.  372. 
^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5.  cap,  7.  p.  397. 
^  Id.  ibtd.  lib.  4.  cap.  5.  p.  3^ 
y  Id.  ibid.  cap.  13.  p.  37S. 
2  Id.  ibid,  cap.p,  p.  373^ 
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And  acoriloms  them  to  confider  the  deliberations  oh  the  afiaot 
of  the  ftate»  the  care  of  adminiftering  juftice,  and  the  other 
branches  of  goremment,  as  a  heavy  burden  which  the  rich  alone 
are  able  and  ought  to  (upport. 

To  conftitute  the  beft  form  of  the  dligardiy»  it  is  neceflkry 
"  âiat  the  property  reqiûred  to  be  poflefled  by  the  cidzens  ac^ 
counted  of  the  firft  eUfs  fhould  not  be  too  great  ;  for  die  more 
numerous  this  clafs  is>  with  more  reafon  may  it  be  prefumed 
diat  the  laws  govern  the  ftate,  and  not  individuals  ^.  Several 
offices  of  magiftracy  fhould  not  be  held  at  the  fame  time  by 
pcrfons  of  the  fame  family,  left  fuch  a  family,  fhould  become 
too  powerful.  In  fome  cities  the  fon  b  excluded  by  his  Either^ 
and  the  brother  by  his  elder  brotiber  ^. 

To  prevent  property  from  being  too  unequally  diftributed,  no 
perfon  fhould  be  allowed  to  difpofe  of  his  poflefBons  to  the  pre-^ 
ju^ce  of  his  lawful  heirs  ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  ought  two 
inheritances  to  be  permitted  to  accumulate  in  one  perfon  ^. 

The  common  people  fhould  be  under  the  immediate  protec- 
,tion  of  the  government,  and  fhould  be  more  favoured  than  the 
rich  in  profecutions  for  injuries  done  to  them  ;  nor  fhould  any 
law  or  any  influence  be  an  impediment  to  their  acquiring  fub« 
fiftance  or  affluence.  Litde  jealous  of  thofe  dignities  wfaidl 
only  confer  the  honour  of  rendering  fcrvice  to  the  country» 
diey  will  with  pleafure  fee  them  conferred  on  othdb,  if  they  are 
not  deprived  of  the  fruits  of  their  labours  ^» 

To  attach  them  ftill  more  to  the  government,  a  certain  num- 
ber of  inferior  lucrative  employments  (hould.be  given  to  them  ^  ; 
and  they  fhould  be  even  induced  to  hope  that,  by  merit,  they 
might  be  ndfed  to  fome  important  offices,  as  is  praétifed  at  Mar* 
fciUesf. 

The  law  which,  in  many  oligarchies,  forbids  the  magiftrates 
to  engage  in  commerce  (,  produces  two  excellent  efie£b  ;  i( 


*  JÛ.  ibid.  lib.  4.  ctp.  4.  p.  371. 
b  id.  ibid.  lib.  5.  cap.  6.  p.  ^9^. 
^  Id.  ibid,  cap.  8.  p.  400. 
é  Id.  ibid.  Id.  de  lUiet.  t.  ii.  p.  614. 


^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  6.  ctp.  6.  p.  420. 
f  Id.  ibid.  cap.  7.  p.  421. 
S  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5.  cap.  ta.  p.4i2; 
c»p,S.p.3S>p. 
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présenté  them  from  facrificing  to  their  intereft  the  time  which 
they  owe  to  the  ftate^  and  from  exercifing  a  monopoly  which 
would  ruin  the  other  traders  *. 

When  the  magiftrates  rival  ea^h  other  in  expending  a  part 
of  their  property  for  the  embelliihment  of  the  capital,  and  ia 
gtving  fliows  and  public  entertainments,  fuch  an  emulation  is 
advantageous  to  the  treafury  of  the  ftate.  It  reduces  withia 
juft  bounds  the  exceflive  riches  of  fome  individuals  ^  the  people 
eafily  pardon  an  .authority  which  manifefts  itfelf  by  fimilar  be* 
nefits,  and  are  lefs  attentive  to  the  fplendour  of  dignities  thaa 
to  the  heavy  duties  annexed  to  them,  and  the  real  advantages 
which  they  themfelves  derive. from  them  K 

But  when' the  property  which  fixes  the  dafii  of  the  citizens 
who  arc  to  be  permitted  to  Ihare  ia  the  govenunent  is  rated  too 
high,  the  number  of  perfons  in  this  clafs  becomes  too  fmall  ; 
and  prefently  ihofe  who,  by  their  intrigues  or  their  talents, 
have  placed  themfelves  ac  the  head  of  afiairs,  will  endeavour  to 
maintain  their  power  by  the  fame  means  ^  they  will  infenfibly 
extend  their  privileges,  afTume  the- right  of  choofing  their  af- 
fociates,  or  leaving  their  places  to  their  children  ^  -,  and  at  length 
proceed  to  abolifli  all  legal  forms,  >  and  fubftitute  with  impunity 
their  will  for  the  laws.  The  government  will  then  have  ar- 
rived at  the  lafl  degree  of  corruption,  and  an  oligarchy -will 
be  eftabliihed  within  an  oligarchy,  as  has  happened  in  the  city 
«fElea*. 

The  tyranny  of  a  fmall  number  of  citizens  will  not  fubfift 
longer  than  that  of  an  individual^,  but  mult  be  enfeebled  by 
the  excefs  of  its  power.  The  rich,  who  are  excluded  from  the 
government,  will  join  the  multitude  to  eflfeft  its  deftruâion. 
In  this  manner,  at  Cnidua^  was  the  oligarchy  fuddenly  changed 
into  a  democracy  "*• 


•  At  Venice  trade  is  forbidden  the 
nobles.  (Amclot,  Hift.  de  Gouv.  de 
Ven.  p.  24.'  £fprit  des  Lois,  liv.  5. 
chap-  S.) 

^  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  6,  c  7.  p.  241. 


i  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  cap.  14.  p.  380. 
^  rd.  ibid.  lib.  5.  cap.  6.  p.  394, 
i  Id.  ibid.  cap.  12.  p.  4x1. 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  6,  p.  Z9S' 
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The  fame  revolution  may  be  expeâed  vfhtn  the  clafs  of  rich 
citizens  have  clofely  united  to  treat  all  the  others  as  flaves". 
In  fomc  places  they  have  even  dared  to  take  the  following 
equally  abfurd  and  inhuman  oath  :  "  I  will  do  to  the  multi- 
tude all  the  mifehief  in  my  power  ^."  Yet,  as  the  people  arc 
alike  dangerous,  whether  they  crouch  to  others  or  others  crouch 
to  them,  they  ought  not  to  poHefs  exclu  fively  the  right  of  judg- 
ing, or  conferring  all  the  ofnces  of  magiftracy  ;  for  then  the 
clafs  of  rich  citizens  being  reduced  meanly  to  beg  their  fuf- 
,  frages,  they  would  foon  perceive  that  it  is  as  eafy  for  tbem  to 
retain  as  difpofe  of  the  fovereign  authority  p. 

The  manners  of  a  people  miy  render  a  government  pc^ular 
which  is  not  fo,  or  fubftitute  the  oligarchy  for  the  democracy  *>. 
Though  thefe  changes  fet  the  government  in  oppofition  to  the 
cofnftitution,  they  may  not  be  dangerous,  becaufe  they  arc  gra- 
dually eflfe£^ed,  and  with  the  confent  of  all  orders  of  the  ftatc 
But  nothing  is  fo  ellential  as  early  to  refift  the  innovations 
which  violently  attack  the  conftitution  ;  and,  in  faâ,  in  a  go- 
remment  which  propofes  to  maintain  a  kind  of  equilibrium 
between  the  proçenfities  of  two  powerful  claffes  of  citizens, 
the  lead  advantage  gained  over  the  eftablifhed  laws  prepares 
the  way  for  its  ruin.  At  Thurium  the  law  did  not  permit  any 
military  employment  to  beJield  a  fécond  time  till  after  an  in^ 
terval  of  five  years  ;  but  fomc  young  perfons,  fecurc  of  the  con- 
fidence of  the  troops,  and  the  fufirages  of  the  people,  procured 
the  law  to  be  repealed,  in  defpite  of  all  the  oppofition  of  the 
magiftrates,  and  foon  after,  by  ftill  bolder  enterprifes,  changed 
the  wife  rmd  moderate  govcnun«it  of  that  ftate  into  the  moft 
dreadful  tyranny  *". 

Liberty,  fay  the  fanatic  favourers  of  the  popular  power,,  can 
only  be  found  in  a  democracy  •  :  it  is  the  principle  of  that  go- 
vernment ;  it  infufes  into  each  citizen  the  will  to  obey,  and  the 


"  Id.  ibiH.p.  395.  I      ^  Id.  ibui.  ib.  4.  cip.  5.  p.  «170. 

^  Id,  ibid.  cap.  «.  p.401.  I       '"  H.  il>i  ?.  lib.  ^.  cap.  7.  p.  %ç  . 

P  Id.  ibid.  ca^i.  6.  p.  394.  I      '  Id.  ibid.  lib.  6.  cap.  a.  (>•  414» 
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àhi]itf  to  oomnfiand;  it  renders  him  matter  of  himfblf,  the 
^«âd  df  olhersy  and  valuable  to  the  ftatc  Of  which  he  makes  a 
|>att.  * 

It  is  therefore  effential  to  this  government  that  all  the  offices 
of  magiftracy)  or  sit  leaft  the  greatei*  p^rt,  fliould  be  conferred 
by  lot  OÛ  each  individual  *  j  that,  excepting  military  employ- 
ments, Icarceiy  any  offices  ba  conferred  on  the  fame,perfon 
who  has  before  filled  them  j  that  all  the  citizens  be  alternately 
idiftribttted  in  the  courts  of  juftic<  ;  that  a  fenate  be  inftituted 
to  prepare  thofe  affairs  vrhich  arc  finally  to  be  determined  on 
in  the  national  aiid  fover^igii  afleniUy,  at  which  all  the  dtizens 
xnay  be  piefent  (  aiid  that  a  certain  premium  be  paid  to  thofe 
who  affiduoufly  attend  at  this  aflembly,  as  alfo  in  the  fenate 
and  the  trftunals  of  juftice  ^. 

This  form  ef  goveriinieilt  Is  fubjeâ  to  the  fame  revolutions 
as  thé  arrftocfacy.  It  is  attempered  in  thdfe  ftates  i^hete,  to 
teftraiii  an  ignorailt  and  rcftlefo  populace,  a  moderate  property 
is  required  £0  be  poâèSèd  by  thofe  who  (hare  ^n  the  adminî- 
ftration  of  affairs  ^  ;  in  thofe  where  by  wife  régulations  the 
principal  clafs  of  dtizens  are  n6t  the^viâims  of  die  hatr^ed  and 
jealoufy  of  the  lower  orders  ^  )  and  every  where,  in  a  word, 
where  in 'the  mtdft  of  the  moft  tumultuous  commotions  the 
laws  have  fufficient  power  to  enforce  their  authority  *.  But  it 
becomes  tyrannical*  wherever  the  poorer  citizens  have  tqp 
great  an  influence  in  public  deliberations; 

Several  caufos  have  beftowed  on  them  thJj  e^cefs  of  power: 
the  firft  is  Ûié  fuppreffion  of  the  cenfiis,  according  to  which 
the  (bftributîôn  of  offices  gught  to  be  regulated* 3  in  confe- 
Ijuence  of  which  flie  meaneft  citizens  poiTefs  the  right  of  giving 
their  ifoîce  m  public  aiTairs  :  the  fécond  is  the  premium  granted 
to  the  pck)r  and  refuted  to  the  rich,  ^*hën  they  give  their  fuf- 


'  ^  td.  ibid.  lib.  4.  cap.  9.  p.  373* 
Ù  14.  ibidi  cap*  14.  j);  3S0  ;  Ub.  6, 

cap.  a.  p]  414. 
'  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  cap4  4.  p.  368  ; 

cap.  ^  pi  373  '^  lib.  <î.  cap.  i.  p.  4*4» 

Fol.  III. 


y  id.  ibid.  lib.  s*  cap^  9.  p.  401  ;  lib. 
d.  cap.  5.  p.  410. 

'  Id.  ibtd.  lib.  4.  cap.  4^  p.  368. 

*  îà.  ibid.  p.  40X* 

b  Id.  ibiJ.  lib.  5.  cfip.  5.  p.  s^y, 

Y 
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frages  either  in  the  general  aflèmblie&or  the  tribunab  of  jiiffi(ce% 
and  which  is  too  fmall  to  induce  the  latter  to  be  afltduous  ict 
their  attendance^  though  it  is  infufficient  to  indemnify  the 
former  for  the  interruption  of  theiF  labours;'  and  hence  thar 
multitude  of  artifans  and  workmea  ^ho  imperioufly  raife  their 
voices  in  thofe  auguft  places  where  the  interefts  of  die  republic 
are  difcufled  :  the  third  is  the  power  whidi  the  ftafie  orators 
have  acquired  over  the  multitude.^ 

Formerly  this  fame  multitude  blmdly  followed  die  foldiery» 
who  more  than  once  have  abufed  its  confidence  to  reduce  it  to 
flavery  '  :  and  as  its-  deftiny  is  eternally  to  be  held  in  fubjec- 
ûoTkf  there  have  arifen,  in  thefe  modem  times^  ambitious  men 
who  employ  their  talents  to  flatter  ks  pcrf&ons^  and  its  vices,  to 
intoxicate  it  with  the  opinion  of  its  power  and  glory^  to  excite 
its  hatred  againftthe  rich,  its  contempt  for  law  and  order»  and 
its  love  of  independence.  Their  triumph  is  that  of  eloquence, 
which  feems'Only  to  be  brought  to  perfeâion  in  our  dme  %  to 
introduce  deipotifm*  into  the  bofom  of  liberty  itfelf.  The  re* 
publics  which  are  wifely  governed  do  not  fuffer  thofe  danger- 
ous men  to  lead  them  *,.  but  wherever  they  acquire  influence, 
the  government  fpeedily  arrives  at  the  higheft  degree  of  its 
corruption,  and  the  people  contraâ  the  vices  and  the  ferocity 
of  tyrants  ^^ 

Almoft  aU  our  governments^  under  whatever  form  they  may 
be  eftabliflied,  contain  within  themfelves  many  feeds  of  de*' 
ftruâion.  As  the  greater  part  of  the  Grecian  republics  are 
confined  within  the  narrow  limits  of  a  city  or  a  diftriâ,  the 
.divifions  of  individuals^  which  becomerthe  divifions  of  die  ftate^ 
the  misfortunes  of  9  war  which  feems  to  leave  no  refource»  the 
inveterate^  and  perpetually  renewed  jealoufy  of  the  difierent 
.  clafTes  of  citizens»  or  a  rapid  fucceffion  of  unforeieen  events, 
may  in  a  mofnent  fliake  to  the  foundations  or  overturn  the  con- 
ftitution.    We  have  feen  the  democracy  aboliihed  in  the  city 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  cap.  13.  p.  378.         |      «  Id.  ibid. 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5.  cap.  5.  p.  393.         I     f  Id.  ibid*^  libi  4^  cap-  4.  p^  3^> 
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bi  l^hcbes  by  the  lofs  of  a  battle  »,  and  in  thofc  of  Heraclea» 
Cumse)  and  Megara^  by  the  return  of  fome  principal  citizens^ 
T^hom  the  people  had  profcribed  to  enrich  the  public  treafury 
with  their  fpoils  "*.  We  have  feen  the  foml  of  government 
changed  at  Syracufe  by  a  love  of  intrigue  *i  in  the  city  of  Eretria^ 
by  an  infult  offered  to  an  individual  ^  ^  at  EpidauruS)  by  a  fine 
impofed  on  another  individual  *  :  and  how  many  feditions  have 
there  been  which  have  not  originated  from  more  important 
caufesi  and  which  gradually  fpreading  have  at  laft  occaûoned 
the  moft  dcftruâivc  wars  !  ' 

'While  thefe  calamities  affli£k  the  greater  part  of  Greece, 
three  nations,  the  Cretans,  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  the  Car- 
thaginians, have  enjoyed  in  peace,  for  many  centuries,  a  go- 
vernment which  differs,  from  all  the  others,  though. it  unites' 
their  advantages.  The  Cretans,  in  the  moft  early  times,  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  limiting  the  power  of  the  higheft  clafs  of  ci- 
tizens by  that  of  the  people  ^  ;  and  the  Lacedasmonians  and 
Carthaginians,  doubtlefs  from  their  example,  that  of  aflbciating 
the  regal  power  with  the  ariftocracy  and  democracy  \ 

Ariftotle  here  fuccinûly  explains  the  fyftems  adopted  in 
Crete,  at  Lacedxmon,  and  at  Carthage.  I  ihall  ftate  what  he 
thinks  of  the  latter,  adding  a  few  flight  ftipokes  to  his  (ketch. 

At  Carthage  the  fovereign  power  is  divided  between  two 
Idpgs  *,  a  fenate,  and  the  aiTembly  of  the  people  ^< 

The  two  kings  are  not  tak^  from  two  fingle  families,  as  at 
Lacedsemon  ;  but  they  are  elefled  ^  annually,  fometimes.from 
one  family,  and  fometimes  from  another.  It  is  required  that 
they  Ihould  be  perfons  of  birth,  property  and  virtue  ^. 


s  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5.  cap.  3.  p.  388. 
li  Id.  ibid.  cap.  5.  p.  393. 
i  Id.  ibid.  cap.  4.  p.  590. 
k  Id  ibid.  cap.  6.  p.  395. 
I  Id.  ibid.  cap.  4.  p.  39 1* 
"  Id.  ibid.  lib.  2.  cap.  10.  p.  3^2. 
**  I'J.  ibid.  cap.  9.  p.  3^8  ;  cap.  ii. 
P-  334- 


*  The  Latin  writers  call  thefe  two 
Tupreme  magifl rates  Suffetes,  which  is 
their  true  name;  the  Gredc  authors 
call  them  kings. 

®  Arif>ot.  de  Rep.  lib.  2.  cap.  II.  p. 
334.     Polyb.  lib.  6.  p.  493. 

P  Nep,  in  Hmnib.  cap.  7. 

*»  Ariilot.  ibid. 
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The  fcnate  is  very  numerous.  It  is  the  office  of  the  kings  to 
convene  it  '  :  they  prefide  and  deliberate  in  it  on  war  and  peace» 
and  the  moft  important  afFwrs  of  the  ftate  ».  A  body  of  magif- 
trates,  to  the  number  of  a  hundred  and  four,  are  appointed  to 
maintain  in  it  the  mterefts  of  the  people  '.  The  queftion  under 
difcuflSon  may  not  be  referred  to  the  aficmbly  of  the  nation,  if 
opinions  are  unanimous  ;  but  it  muft  if  they  are  not. 

In  the  general  aflembly  the  kings  and  fenators  explain  the 
reafons  which  have  united  or  divided  the  fufirages.  The  mean* 
eft  citizen  may  rife  to  oppofe  the  decree,  or  the  difièrent  opi- 
iiions  by  which  it  may  have  been  prevented  palling.  The  pco* 
pie  determine  in  the  laft  inftance  **• 

All  the  offices  of  the  magiftracy,  that  of  the  kings,  and 
thofe  of  the  fenators,  the  judges,  and  the  ftrategi,  or  gorer* 
nors  of  provinces,  are  conferred  by  the  way  of  ere£Hcm,  and 
reftrained  within  bounds  prefcribed  by  laws.  The  authority  of 
die  general  of  the  army  alone  knows  no  limits  '  ;  he  is  abfelute, 
when  at  the  head  of  bis  troops  ;  but,  oh  his  return,  muft  render 
an  account  of  his  conduâ  before  a  tribunal  compofed  of  a  hun- 
dred  fenators,  who  examine  and  judge  with  extreme  feverity  i. 

By  the  prudent  diftributipff  an^  wife  exercife  of  thefc  difier* 
ent  powers,  a  numerous,  powerful,  and  aâive  people,  no  lefs 
jealous  of  their  liberty  than  proud  of  their  opulence,  have  al- 
ways been  able  to  defeat  every  attempt  to  cnflave  them,  and, 
for  a  long  feries  of  years,  enjoyed  a  tranquillity  only  dif- 
turbed  by  fome  tranfient  ftorms,  but  which  however  have  not 
been  able  to  deftroy  the  primitive  conftitution  '. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  its  excellence,  this  conftitution  has  iu 
def^s.  It  is  one^  that  die  union  of  feveral  offices  and  magif- 
tracy in  the  fame  perfon  (hould  be  confidered  as  an  honourable 


r  liv.  lib.  so.  c&p.  7. 

•  Poljrb.  lib.  X.  p.  33  ;  Ub.  3.  p.  175 
et  187. 
-  '  Ariftot.  ibid. 

«  Id.  ibid. 

^  jfocr.  id  Nicocl.  t.  i.  p.  $6.    Ubbo 


Emm.  in  Rep.  Cartha; . 

y  Diod«  Sic.  Ub.  20.  p.  753.  Jaftifl- 
Ub.  ip.  cap.'». 

'  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  Ub.  s.  cap.  it' 
P-334- 
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dUBnakm  *  *,  becaufe  it  is  then  fuppofed  more  advantageous  to 
multiply  duties  than  to  difcharge  them,  and  the  people  )>ecome 
accuftomed  to  believe  that  to  obtain  is  to  merit  places.  It  is 
likevrife  a  clefeâ,  that  fortune  fliould  be  confidered  as  much  as 
▼irtue  in  the  choice  of  magiftrates  K  Whenever,  in  a  date, 
money  becomes  the  means  of  promotion  to  honours,  every  other 
is  loon  negleâed  ;  the  fole  ambition  of  the  citizen  is  to  acpumu* 
iate  riches,  and  the  government  ftrongly  inclines  toward  the 
oligarohy  ^. 

jkO  preferve  the  equuibrium,  nic  Cartnagmtaiis  have  imagin- 
ed that  it  was  neceflary  to  grant  fome  advantages  to  the  people, 
and,  at  intervals,  to  fend  the  principal  perfons  of  that  clafs  to 
certain  cities,  with  commiffions  which  may  enable  them  to  ac- 
quire riches.  This  expedient  has  hitherto  preferved  the  repub- 
lic ;  but,  as  it  has  no  immediate  connéâion  with  the  legiflation, 
and  contains  within  itfelf  a  fecret  vice,  its  fuccefs  ought  only  to 
be  attributed  to  chance  :  and  if  ever  the  people,  becoming  too 
rich  and  too  powerful,  (hould  feparate  their  intèrefts  from  thofe 
of  the  other  citizens,  the  fubfifting  laws  will  not  be  fufficient  to 
curb  their  claims,  and  the  conilitution  will  be  deftroyed  ^  f  • 

From  what  has  been  faid  it  will  be  eafy  to  difcover  the  objeâ;  ' 
which  the  fupreme  magiftrate  ought  efpecially  to  have  in  view 
in  the  exetcife  of  his  power,  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  what 
is  the  principle  of  government  in  each  conftitution*  In  a  mo- 
narchy it  is  what  is  honourable  and  noble  :  for  the  prince  ought 
to  afpire  to  render  his  reign  glorious,  and  to  feek  glory  only  by 
honourable  means  ^  In  a  tyranny  it  is  the  fafety  of  the  tyrant  ; 
for  he  maintains  lûmfdf  on  the  throne  by  the  terror  which  he 


*  Id.  ibid.  p.  335- 

*  At  Temce,  according  to  Amelot, 
th(  nobles  arc  not  permitted  to  hold,  at 
the  fame  time,  (everal  magiftraciea, 
however  inconfidenble  they  maylïe. 
(Hiû.  du  Goirem.  de  Venife,  p.  25.) 

b  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  i.cap.  xi.  p. 

«Id.  ibid.  p.  335, 

à  Id.  ibid. 

i  It  was  Mt  JoBf  hcfgrc  Hm  pi«- 


diéHon  of  Àriftotle  was  fulfilled.  la 
the  time  of  the  fécond  Punic  war» 
about  a  hundred  years  after  that  phi- 
lofopher,  the  republic  of  Carthage 
verged  towards  its  ruin  ;  and  Polybios 
coafiders  the  authority  which  the  peo. 
pie  had  uforped  as  the  principal'  ca«(o 
of  its  decline.  (Polyb.  lib.  6.  p.  493.) 
^  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5.  cap.  i«.  p. 
40J. 
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înfpircs  ^  In  an  ariftocracy  ît  is  virtue  ;  for  tlje  leaders  of  the 
ftatc  can  only  diftinguifli  themfelves  by  the  love,  of  their  coun- 
try «.  In  an  oligarchy  it  is  riches  ;' for  thofe  virho  (hare  in  the 
government  of  the  ftatc  arc  only  chofen  from  among  the  rich  K 
In  a  democracy  it  is  the  liberty  of  each  individual  citizen  >  ;  but 
this  principle  degenerates  almoft  every  where  into  liceiltiouf- 
nefs,  and  can  only  fubfift  in  the  government  of  which  a  fuccinék 
idea  is  given  in  the  fécond  part  of  this  extra£V« 


Second  Part. 

On  the  beft  of  Confiituthns. 

If  I  were  to  give  inftruâions  to  the  leader  of  a  colony,  I  woul<|  - 
afcend  to  firft  principles. 

Every  focicty  is  an  aggregate  of  families  who,  in  uniting» 
have  no  other  end  but  to  labour  for  thçir  common  happinefs  ^. 
If  they  are  not  fufficiently  numerous,  how  (hall  it  be  pofEble  to 
defend  them  againft  external  attacks  ?  ai^d  if  their  number  be 
(00  great^  how  ihall  they  be  reftrained  by  laws  which  may  en- 
fure  their  tranquillity  ?  Aim  not  to  found  an  empire,  but  a  city, 
lefs  powerful  from*  the  multitude  of  its  inhabitants  than  from 
the  qualities  of  its  citizens.  While  law  and  order  can  aâ  on 
çvery  part  of  this  body,  think  not  of  reducing  its  magnitude  y 
but  the  moment  thofe  who  obey  ^rc  no  longer  under  the  eyes 
of  their  rulers,  be  aflured  that  the  government  has  loft  a  part  of 
its  influence,  and  the  ftate  a  part  of  its  ftrength  '. 

Let  your  capital,  fituated  near  the  fea",  be 'neither  too  large 
nor  too  fmall  ;^  and  let  a  healthy  fituation,  a  pure  air,  and  falu- 
brious  waters,  contribute  in  concert  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
inhabitants".    Let  the  territory  2u:o^nd  it  fvfEcç  for  its  wants^ 


f  Id.Rhct.  lib.  I.  cap.  8.  t.  li.  p.  53a 
%  Id.  de  Rep.  lib.  4.  cap.  8.  p.  372. 
h'  Id.  ibid. 
1  Id.  ibid. 


3.  cap.  9.  p.  349. 

i  Id.  ibid.  lib.  7.  cap.  4.  p.  430. 
™  Id.  ibid.  cap.  5.  p.  431  •    ibi^- 


1  la.  iDui.  I  cap.  6. 

k  |d.  ibid.  lib.  I.  cap.  x.  p.  295;  lib.       f  14, ibid.  cap.  xi. p,  43! 
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^aoid  be  equdily  difficult  of  accefs  to  the  enemy,  and  favourable 
to  the  communication  of  your  own  troops  ®.  Let  it  be  com« 
manded  by  a  citadel,  if  the  monarchical  government  be  prefer- 
red 5  let  diffèrent  fortified  ppfts  proteft  it  from  the  firft  fury  of 
the  populace,  if  the  ariftocracy  be  made  choice  of;  and  let  it 
have  no  other  defence  than  its  ramparts,  if  a  democracy  be  efta- 
blifhed  p.  Let  the  walls  be  ftrong,  and  capable  of  refifting  the 
new  madiines  which  have  of  late  years  been  employed  m  fieges. 
I«et.the  ftrcets  be  fome  broad  and  ftraight,  and  others  narrow 
and  winding;  the  former  môU  contribute  to  its  embellifhment, 
and  the  latter  be  -of  ufe  in  its  defence  in  cafe  of  a  furprife  **.- 

Conftmâ,  at  fome  diilance,  a  harbour  joined  to  the  eity  by 
long  walls,  as  is  praâifed  in  fevend  places  in  Greece.  During 
var  it  will  facilitate  jour  receiving  fiicoour  lirom  your  allies; 
and  during  peace  you  may  keep  éiere  that  mukitude  of  feamen, 
foreigners,  or  ne^ly  enfranchifed  citizens,  whofe  licentioufnefs 
and  greedsnefs  of  gain  might  corrupt  the  manners  of  the  people, 
ihould  you  receive  them  into  the  city.  But  let  your  commerce 
be  confined  to  the  exchange  of  the  fuperfiuities  which  your  ter- 
jitary  produces  for  the  neceflaries  which  it  denies  to  you  ;  and 
let  your  navy  be  only  fo  far  attended  to  as  it  may  render  you 
fipared  or  courted  by  the  neighbouring  nations  ^. 

Let  us  fuppofe  the  colony  eftablifhed,  and  that  it  ts  required 
to  frame  laws  for  its  government  ;  fundamental  ones  will  be 
oeceflary  to  form  its  coniliturion,  and  civil  to  enfure  its  tran« 
quillity. 

You  will  inform  yourfelf  of  the  different  forms  of  govern-  ' 
ment  which  have  been  adopted  by  our  legiilators,  or  imagined 
by  our  philofophers.  Some  of  thefe  fyftems  are  too  imperfed, 
and  others  require  too  great  perfeâion.  Have  the  courage  to 
compare  the  principles  of  the  Former  with  their  effeâs,  and  the 
ttill  greater  courage  to  refift  the  allurements  of  the  latter.  If 
by  the  force  of  your  genius  you  are  able  to  conceive  the  plan  of 

Id  ibid.  Kbu  7.  cap.  5.  p.  431.  I      ^  Id.  ibid. 


9  Z4  ibid,  cap.  ;i.  p»  438.  ]      c  Id.  ibid.  cap.  6.  p.  432« 
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afauldcfs  conftilutions  a  fup^ri^MT  leâfoa  (b^y^lld'^tnmttoe  ycm 
that  fuch  a  plan  is  not  capable  of  being  cartied  into  exocnâoRi 
or  if^  bj  chance^  it  were,  that  it  cannot  ^ctlis^  be  fuitable  to 
all  ftates  S 

The  bed  government  for  a  people  is  that  which  19  aidapted  to 
!t6  charaâer,  its  interefts»  the  clijsnate  vhidi  it  inhabits^  and  % 
multitude  of  tircuroftancM  that  are  pebuaiar  to  it» 

Nature  has  didinguifliîcd,  by  ftriking  and  varied  feÙTODeSy  the 
ibcieties  'icatteied  over  Our  globe  ^  Thdc  of  the  north  of  En- 
rope  pofiefs  couragci  but  little  ktiowledgeorindoftrf  ;  theymnft 
therefore  be  free,  indocile  to  tht  yoke  of  the  laws,  and  incapable 
to  govern  die  neighbouring  nations.  The  people  of  Afia  ^flèfs 
all  the  talents  of  the  mind,  and  all  the  refourccs  of  die  arta  ;  bnt 
their  extreme  inertnefs  and  pûfillanimtty  condemn  ihem  to  fer^ 
vitude.  The  Greeks,  placed  between  tfaefe  extremes,  and  en« 
riched  with  ail  ûic  advantages  of  which  they  c^n  boaft,  fo  unite 
courage  and  abilities,  the  love  of  the  laws  and  of  19)erty,  that 
they  might  be  able  to  conquer  and  govern  the  world.  And  by 
what  a  multitude  of  minute  (hades  has  it  pleafed  nature  to  dir 
verfify  thefe  principal  charaûers  ir^  the  fame  country  t  Among 
the  nations  of  Greece  fome  pofiefs  greater  intelleâual  powers, 
and  others  more  bravery  ;  ihere  are  alfo  fome  among  whom, 
thefe  fplendid  qualities  are  found  in  a  juft  equilibrium  «. 

By  ftudying  the  men  of  whom  he  has  the  conduâ,  a  IegiiIa-< 
tor  may  difcover  whether  they  have  received  from  pâture,  or 
whether  his  inftitutions  can  beftow  on  them,  fufficient  under- 
ftanding  to  feel  the  value  of  virtue,  and  fufficient  ftrengdi  and 
ardour  of  mind  to  prefer  it  to  every  other  objeâ.  He  muft  re^ 
flea,  examine,  and  doubt  :  a  local  circumflance  may  fometimes 
alone  fuffice  to  remove  his  uncertamty.  If,  for  example,  the 
foil  which  his  colony  is  to  occupy  is  fulceptible  of  great  culti- 
vation, and  infurmountable  obftacles  will  not  fuffer  him  to  pro- 
• ' — r- : =— ' •■    .    ; 

'  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  cap.  i.  p.  3(^3.  |  Phot*  p.  1310. 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  7.  cap.  7.  p.  433.  Plat.  I      ^  14.  ibid, 
de  Rep.  lib.  4.  P'435.    Anonym,  ap.  | 
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fob  wj  o^ier  «oittitiidon»  kt  him  oM  hefitate  to  eftabltili  tlie 
popular  govetiuveot'*  A  people  addiâed  to  agricHlture  are 
better  than  any  other.  They  will  netet  abandon  the  labour» 
which  require  their  prefence,  .to  crowd  into  the  forum  aild  oc- 
cupy themfeWes  with  thofe  diflenfions  wluch  idtenefa  foments» 
and  difpute  thofe  hpnours  of  whidi  they  are  not  ambitious  r. 
The  magiftrates»  more  refpeâed»  v^ill  not  be  expofed  to  the 
cajtfices  of  a  multitude  of  artifans  a^d  worlm^  equally  infolent 
^d  infatiabk. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  oligarchy  naturally  eftabliQies  itfelf  in. 
fhok  places  where  it  is  neoeflary  and  poffiUe  to  maintain  a  nu-- 
meroua  cavafay.  As  that  wiU  then  conftitute  the  principal, 
fijehgth  of  the  ftate,  a  great  number  cS  the  citizens  muft  be  able 
fo  keep  horfcs»  and  ffipport  the  expenoe  which  their  pro^ 
f d&on  will  require  |  and  thus  the  party  of  the  rich  will  obtaiii 
an  authority  oter  the  poor  '• 

Before  we  proceed  farther,  kc  us  examine  what  are  the 
fights^  and  what  oi;^;bt  ^o  be  the  difpofitions  of  the  citifsen. 

.  In  certain  places»  to  be  à  citizen»  it  luffices  to  be  bom  o{^ 
father  and  mother  who  were  citizens  ;  in  others»  a  great  nnm? 
ber  of  degrees  are  required  in  the  defcent  :  but  it  thence  fol* 
lows»  that  the  firft  who  have  afiiuned  that  prinlege  did  not 
rightfully  pofle£s  it»  anjl  how  then  could  they  tranfmit  it  to  their 
children  *  ? 

It  is  tiot  the  ehclpfure  of  a  dty  or  a  ftate,  which  beftows  this 
privilege  on  him  who  inhabits  it  ;  for  if  fo»  it  might  be  claimed 
by  the  (lave  as  well  as  by  the  freeman  ^.  If  the  Have  cannot  ^be 
a  citizen»  n^sther  oan  thofe  who  are  in  the  fervicc  of  others»  or  • 
who»  by  exercifing  the  medhai^  arts»  immediately  dqpend  on 
the  favours  of  the  public  '.  I  know»  that  in  moft  republics» 
and  efpecially  in.  the  extreme  democracy»  they  are  confidered  as 
fuch  'f  but  in  a  well^oniUtuted  ftate»  fo  noble  a  privilege  ought 
pot  tp  be  granted  them. 


'  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  cap.  6,  p*  37^  î  ^^ 
fS.  cap.  4.  p.  4P16. 
'  Id.  ibid.  p.  417. 
*  Id.  i|{id.  lib.  6.  cap.  7.  9. 440. 


*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  1.  p.  340. 
b  Id.  ibid.  cap.  z. 

•  Id.  ibid.  cap.  ^,  p.  343. 
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Who  is  then  the  real  citizen  ?  He  who,  free  from  every  o- 
ther  care»  dedicates  himfelf  folcly  to  thé  fervice  of  his  country, 
and  may  participate  in  its  offices»  dignities^  and  honours  ^;  in 
a  word,  in  the  fovereign  authority. 

It  hence  follows,  that  this  name  agrees  but  imperfeâly  to 
children  or  decrepid  old  men,  and  cannot  appertain  to  artifans, 
labourers,  and  freedmen  ^.  It  alfo  follows,  that  there  are  no, ci- 
tizens but  in  a  r^ubUc  ^  ;  though  they  there  (hare  this  privi- 
lege with  perlons  to  whom,  according  to  our  principles,  it  ought 
to  be  denied. 

In  the  city  which  you  (hall  found,  every  oecupadoa  that  may 
divert  the  attention,  which  is  exclufively  due  to  the  interefts  of 
die  country,  Aall  be  forbidden  to  the  citizen  ;  and  this  title 
ihall  only  be  given  to  thofe  who,  in  their  youth,  {hall  bear 
arms  in  defence  of  the  ftate,  and  who,  in  a  more  advanced  age, 
Ihall  inftruâ  it  by  their  knowledge  and  experience  *. 

Thus  ihall  yoi^r  citizens  truly  make  a  part  of  the  city^:  their 
eSknûal  prerogative  fliaU  be,  to  be  admitted  to  offices  of  magit 
tracy,  to  judge  in  the  afiairs  of  individuals,  and  to  vote  in  the 
fenate  or  the  general  afibmbly^;  this  they  fhall  pofiefs  by  a 
fundamental  law,  becaufe  the  law  is  a  contraâ  '  which  fecures 
die  rights  of  the  citizens.  The  firft  of  their  duties  (hall  be,  to 
place  thynfelves  in  a  fituation  to  command  and  to  obey  ^  ;  and 
they  ihall  fulfil  it  in  virtue  of  their  inftitution,  becaufe  that  a- 
lone  can  infpire  them  with  the  virtues  pf  the  citizen,  or  the  love 
cf  their  country. 

Thefe  refleâions  will  enaUe  us  to  discover  that  fpecies  of 
equality  which  the  legiflator  (hould  eftabliih  in  a  city. 

None  is  admitted  in  an  oligarchy  :  it  is  fuppofed,  on  the  oon- 
crary,  that  the  difference  of  fortunes  muil  produce  a  fimilar  dif- 
ference in  the  condition  of  the  ^citizens  ;  and  that  confequeatly 


,  *  Id.  ibid.  cap.  i.  p.  338  et  339  ; 
«W>-  4.  p.  ^4t. 

?  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  x  et  5  ;  lib.  7. 
pap.  p.  p.  435. 

f  Id»  ibid.  cap.  t.  p.  33P, 


S  Id.  ibid.  lib.  7.  cap.  9.  p.  435, 
h  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  i.  p.  339* 
i  Id.  ibid.  cap.  9.  p.  348. 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  ^  p.  342, 
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preference  and  dîftîn£tîons  ought  on!y  to  be  granted  to  riches  '• 
In  a  democracy,  the  citizens  believe  themfehres  all  equal,  be- 
caufe  they  arc  all  free  \  but  as  they  have  only  a  falfe  idea  of  li- 
berty, the  equality  which  they  affefl  deftroys  all  fubordination. 
Hence,  the  feditions  which  inceflantly  ferment  in  the  former  of 
thefe  governments,  becaufe  in  it  the  multitude  con&der  ine- 
quality as  an  injuftice  "  ;  and  in  the  latter,  becaufe  the  rich  aref 
hurt  by  an  equality  which  mortifies  them. 

Among  the  advantages  which  eftablifh  or  deftroy  the  equali- 
ty ofthe  citizens,  there  are  three  which  merit  fome  confide- 
ration  :  liberty,  virtue,  and  riches.  I  ftiall  not  fpeak  of  nobili- 
ty, becaufe  it  is  included  in  this  general  divifion,  iince  it  is  only 
the  antiquity  of  riches  or  virtue  in  a  family  °. 

Mothing  is  fo  oppofite  to  licentioufnefs  as  liberty.  In  all  go- 
vernments individuals  are  ancl  ought  to  be  in  fubjeftion  ;  with 
|his  difference,  however,  that  in  fome  places  they  are  merely 
the  flaves  of  men,  and  in  others  6nly  the  fubjeâs  of  the  laws. 
In  faft,  liberty  does  not  confift  in  doing  whatever  we  pleafe,  as 
is  maintained  in  certain  democracies  ^,  but  in  only  doing  what 
is  enjoined  by  the  laws,  which  fecure  the  independence  of  each 
individual  ;  and  under  this  point  of  view  all  the  citizens  may 
enjoy  equal  liberty. 

I  fhall  not  be  more  diffufe  on  the  article  of  virtue.  As  our  '^ 
citizens  ihall  participate  in  the  fovereign  authority,  they  Ihall  Be 
all  equally^interefted  to  maintain  it,  and  fliall  deeply  imbibe  the 
fame  love  for  their  country.  I  {hall  add,  that  they  will  be 
more  or  lef»  free  in  proportion  as  they  fliall  be  more  or  lefs  vir- 
tuous. ^ 

As  to  riches,  the  greater  part  of  philofophers  have  not  been 
able  to  guard  againft  a  too  natural  illufion  :  they  have  fixed 
their  attention  on  the  abufe  which  mod  offends  agalnfl  their  in- 
clinations or  their  intereft,  ani  believed  that,  by  rooting  it  out, 
the  ftate  would  continue  its  courfe  of  itfelf.  Ancient  legiflators 
'*  ' ■  ■'  '    ^  '     •  f       '  '  ■  y  ■ 

I  Id.  ibid.  cap.  p.  p.  348  ;  lib.  5.  cap.  I  °  Id.  ibid.  Ifl).  4.  cap.  8.  p.  373. 
I-  P-  3^5-  I  ^  là*  ibid.  lib.  5.  cap.  9.  p.  433^ 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5.  cap.  3.  p.  38^.   | 
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}ku1  judged  it  ncceflary,  in  the  commencement  of  a  refonnatkmy 
to  divide  property  e<^ally  among  all  the  citizens  ^  and  hence 
fome  modem  legiiktors,  and  among  others»  Phaleas  of  Chalce- 
dony have  propofed  the  conftant  equality  of  fortunes  for,  the  ba« 
£s  of  their  fyftems.  Some  have  fuggeftcd,  thdt  the  rich  (houkl 
be  permitted  to  marry  only  with  the  poor,  and  that  portions 
ihould  be  given  with  the  daughters  of  the  former,  but  none  with 
thofe  of  the  latter.  Others  have  wiflied,  that  it  ihould  not  be 
permitted  to  any  one,  to  increafe  his  pofleflions  beyond  a  cer- 
tain value  prefcribed  by  the  laws«  But  in  limiting  the  proper- 
ty of  each  family,  it  would  likewife  be  necefiary  to  limit  the 
number  of  children  which,  fliall  be  bom  in  it  K  It  is  not  by 
prohibitive  laws,  that  the  fortunes  of  individuals  can  be  held  in 
a  kind  of  equilibrium  ;  the  fpirit  of  difintereftednefs  muf^  as 
much  as  poffible  be  introduced  among  them,  and  fuch  regula- 
tions adopted,  that  the  good  citizens  may  not  wi^i  to  increafe 
iheir  poflelBons^  and  the  bad  not  be  able  f  • 

Thus  a  difièrepce  in  riches  may  have  place  among  your  citi- 
zens ;  but  as  this  difference  can  occafion  none  in  die  diftribu<- 
ivSn  of  employments  and  honours,  it  will  not  deftroy  that  equali- 
ty which  ought  to  fub&fir  among  them.  They  ihall  be  equal, 
becaiffe  they  fliall  only  be  fubjeâ  to  the  laws;  ami  they  (hall 
be  all  equally  occupied  in  the  glorious  employment  of  coiitri- 
bu^ng  to  the  tranquillity  and  happinefs  of  their  country  ^ 

You  already  perceive,  that  the  government  of  which  I  wiA 
to  give  you  an  idea  will  approach  a  democracy  :  but  it  will  alfo 
participate  of  the  oligarchy  ;  for  it  will  be  a  mixed  government, 
fo  combined,  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  fay  by  what  name  i( 
ought  to  be  called }  and  in  which,  neverthelefs,  the  partiians  of 
the  democracy  and  thofe  of  the  oligarchy  will  each  find  the  adr 
vantages  of  the  conftitution  they  prefer,  without  the  inconve^ 
nicnccs  of  ^hofe  which  they  rejedl  •• 

P  Id.  ibid.  lib.  2.  cap.  7*  p*  5^2»    I   **  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  ctp.  4.  p>  341  i  cap. 
«  Id.  ibid.  p.  3*3  et  3M«        |  9»  P-  349- 

I  *  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  ctp.  p.  p.  373« 
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This  happy  intermixture  will  be  efpecially  fenfiUe  in  the  di(^ 
tribution  of  the  three  powers  which  conftitute  a  rep«blican  ftate. 
The  firft,  which  is  die  legiflative,  fiiall  refide  in  the  general  af- 
fembly  of  the  nation  ;  the  fécond,  or  the  executive,  (ball  ap« 
pertain  to  the  magiftrates  ;  the  third,  which  is  the  judicial 
power,  (halt  be  confided  to  the  tribunals  of  juftice  *• 

I  ft.  On  all  qucftions  which  relate  to  peace,  war,  alliances, 
the  laws,  the  choice  of  magiftrates,  the  punifhment  of  crimes 
againft  the  ftate,  or  the  rendering  of  accounts  by  thofe  who  have 
filled  offices  of  importance,  xeference  ihall  be  made  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  people,  who  are  rarely  deceived,  when  not  diftuiW 
ed  and  inflamed  by  fa£Hons.  When  thefe  have  no  influence, 
fheir  votes  are  free,  and  not  contaminated  by  vile  intereft  ;  for 
It  is  impoffible  to  corrupt  a  whole  people  :  they  are  enlightened; 
for  the  meaneft  citizens  have  a  finguhr  difcemment  in  diico- 
▼ering  men  diftinguifhed  for  their  abilities  and  their  vnrtues,  and 
a  remarkable  facility  in  forming,  combining,  and  even  reétif}^ 
îng  their  judgments  ^. 

The  decrees  of  the  general  aflembly  (hall  not  be  fubjeâ  to  a 
revifion,  unlefs  in  the  cafe  of  the  condemnation  of  a  criminal. 
In  this  inftance,  if  the  aflTembly  acquit  the  accufed,  the  caofe 
ihall  be  finally  determined  j  but  if  it  condemn  him,  it  iiall  be 
neceflary  for  the  fentence  to  be  confirmed,  or  perhaps  annulled, 
by  one  of  the  tribunals'  of  juftice  *. 

To  remove  from  the  general  zfkmhlj  perfons  of  the  dregs  of 
the  people,  who,  though  they  poflefs  no  property,  nor  exercife 
any  mechanical  profeflion,  have  yet  a  right  to  be  prefent  in  it, 
in  quality  of  citizens,  recourfe  ihall  be  had  to  the  cénfus,  or  the 
known  ftate  of  the  pofTeffions  of  indiriduab.  In  an  oligaKrby 
the  cenfus  is  fo  high,  that  only  the  moft  opulent  citizens  arc 
admitted  to  the  afTembly  of  the  nation  :  in  certain  democracies 
it  does  not  exift  ;'  and  in  others,  is  fo  low  a»  fcarcely  to  exclude. 
any  one.    You  will  inftitutc  a  cenfus,  by  virtue  of.  which  the 


^  W.  ibid.  cap.  14.  p.  379.        I  35'  ;  c 
"  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  xi.  p.  350  et  |  p.  jSf. 


^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  14.  p.  379.       I  35'  ;  cap.  X5.  p.  $s«;  lib.  4.  cap.  14. 

U.xlMd.  lib.  4.  p.3ll«^ 
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mod  numerous  and  moft  intelligent  and  virtuous  part  of  tlie 
citizens  Ihall  have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  public  deliberations  \ 

And  as  the'penfus  is  not  a  fixed  meafure  ;  as  it  varies  ac- 
cording to  the  price  of  commodities  ;  and  as  thefe  variations 
.have  been  frequently  fufficient  to  change  the  nature  of  the  go- 
vernment ; .  you  fhall  be  careful  to  renew  it  from  time  to  time^ 
accordmg  to  occurrences,  to  the  property  of  individuals,  and  to 
the  objeâ  which  you  have  in  view  *• 

•  ad,  The  de^ees  of  the  general  aflembly  ihould  be  carried 
Into  execution  by  magiftrates,  the  choice,  number,  funâions» 
and  duration  of  the  office  of  whom  ought  to  be  adapted  to  the 
extent  of  the  republic,  as  well  as  to  the  form  of  government. 

Here,  as  in  almoft  every  part  of  the  fubjeft  we  treat,  a  mul- 
titude of  queftions*  fugged  themfelves,  which  we  fhaU  pal» 
over  in  filence,  to  proceed  to  two  important  points  ;  I- mean  the 
choice  and  number  of  thefe  magiitrates.  it  is  eflential  to  the 
oligarchy,  that  they  ihould  be  chofen  relatively  to  the  cenfus  ; 
and  to  the  democracy,  that  they  (hould  be  appointed  by  lot, 
'without  any  regard  to  property  **.•  You  will  borrow  from  the 
former  the  mode  of  eleâion,  becaufe  it  is  the  moft  proper  to 
beftow  on  tlie  ftate  virtuous  and  enlightened  m^giftrates  3  and 
•from  the  example  of  the  latter  you  will  not  be  reftriâed  by  the 
cenfus,  becaufe  you  will  not  fear  that  obfcure  perfons,  who  are 
incapable  of  difcharging  the  duties  of  the  offices  of  magiftracy, 
ihould  be  raifed  to  fuch  dignities.  As  to  the  number  of  magi- 
ftrates,  it  will  be  better  to  multiply  places  than  to  lay  too  great 
a  burden  on  each  depart  m  ea   • 

3(1,  The  fame  intermixture  of  forms  (hall  be  obferved  in  the 
regulations  relative  to  the  tribunals  of  juftice*  In  the  oligar- 
chical government,  a  fine  is  impofed  on  the  rich  who  do  not 
acquit  themfelves  of  their  judicial  funâions,  and  no  falary  ap- 
pointed for  the  poor  who  difcharge  them.  The  contrary  prac- 
tice prevails  in  democracies.   You  (hall  induce  both  thefe  clailès 


y  Id.  ibid.  cap.  9.  p.  373.  I      *  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  cap.  1$.  p.  3IU 

*  Id.  ibid»  lib,  5.  cap.  6.  p.  3915.}  cap.  j      b  Id.  ibid.  cap.  9.  p.  373- 


t  p.  398. .  '       '  '    j      «  Id.  ibid.  (Tap,  is.'p.'38z. 
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#f  judges  to  be  affidnous»  by  condemning  the  former  to  a  peci^ 
niary  penalty  when  they  ihall  abfent  themfelves»  and  granting 
a  premium  for  attendance  to  the,Jatter  ^.  . 

After  having  interefted  thefe  two  orders  of  citizens  in  the 
good  of  the  ftate»  it  will  be  of  importance  to  ftifle  in  (heir 
hearts  that  odious  rivalry  which  has  been  the  deftru£tion  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  republics  of  Greece  ;.  and  this  again  is  one 
of  the  points  of  greateft  confequence  in  our  fyftem  of  legiil»- 
^n« 

Endeavour  not  fo  reconcile  claims  which  the  ambition  and 
Tices  of  the  two  parties  will  only  eternize  :  the  (ingle  means  ta 
de.ftroy  them  is  to  favour  in  preference  the  middle  eftate  *,  and 
to  render  it  as  powerful  as  poffible*^.  Among  this  clafs  of  ci^ 
tizens  you  vrill  find  the  purelt  morals,  and  greated  regard  to 
propriety  of  manners*  ,  Contented  with  their  lot,  they  neither 
experience  themfelves,  nor  caufe  others  to  feel,  that  contemjv- 
tuous  pride  which  riches  infpire,  nor  the  low  envy  which  is 
the  offspring  of  want*  Great  cities,  in  which  this  clafs  is  the 
moft  iiumorous,  miift  be  lels  fubjeâ  to  feditions  than  fmall 
ones  ;  and  the  democracy,  în  which  it  is  honoured,  naxc  dvb^ 
labl^ than. the  oligarchy,  which  pays  it  but  little  refpeâ  ^« 

Let  the  principal  part  of  your  colomfts  be  of  this  refpeâable 
order  ;  let  your  laws  render  them  capable  of  receiving  every 
honour  and  dîftinâion^  let  wife  inftitutions  continually  pre» 
ferve  among  them  the  fpirit  and  the  love  of  mediocrity,  and 
fttffer  them  to  have  the  grèateft  weight  in  the  aflembly.  Their 
preponderance  wiU  fecure  the  ftate  from  the  defigning  defpo- 
tifm  of  the  rich,  who  are  always  unwilling  to  obey,  and  the 
blind  defpotiûn  of  the  poor,  who  are  ever  incapable  to  com- 
mand ;  and  hence  it  will  refult,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  na- 
tion>  ftrohgly  attached  to  the  government,  will  exert  all  its  e£^ 


d  IH.  ibid.  cap.  9.  p.  373. 

*  By  this  middle  eftate,  Ariflotle 
meatu  thofe  who  enjoy  a  moderate  for. 
tune.  Compare  what  be  fays  concern* 
in;  it  with  the  begiootng  of  the  life  of 


Solon,  by  Plutarch. 

^  Ari:iot.  de  Rep.  lib.  4.  cap.  iz.  p» 
376.    £aripid.  in  Supplie,  v.  a39» 

f  Id.  ibid. 
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forts  to  enfure  its  duration^  whkh  is  die  firft  dement  and  i)eÀ 
proof  of  a  good  confthution  f  • 

In  every  republic,  a*  citizen  becomes  culpable  when  he  be« 
comc8  too  powerful.  If  your  laws  are  uilable  to  prevent  mdi- 
riduals  from  acquiring  too  ^  great  richesi  and  coBeâing  around 
them  fuch  a  number  of  partifans  as  may  tender  them  formi* 
éable,  recourfe  fhaU  be  had  to  die  oftradfini  and  diey  fiiall  be 
faaniflied  for  a  certain  number  of  years. 

The  oftracifm  is  a  violent  remedy  :  it  is  perhaps  unjuft,  and 
too  often  employed  to  gratify  perfonal  vengeance  $  l>ut  it  is 
fiipported  by  great  examples  and  authorities,  and,  in  the  cafe 
fpectfied,  b  the  only  refource  which  can  (ave  the  ftate.  If,  ne* 
^erthelefs,  a  man  fliould  arife,  who,  by  the  fUbHmity  of  his  vir-^ 
tues  alone,  ihall  attraâ  all  hearts  to  himfelf,  I  will  gram  Umtf 
conformably  to  true  principles^  he  ought,  inftead  of  being  pro- 
Icribed,  to  be  placed  on  the  throne  \ 

We  have  already  faid,'  that  your  citizens  fiiall  be  either 
young  men,  who  fiiall  ferve  their  country  by  thdr  valour,  or 
aged  men,  who,  after  having  ferved  it,  {hall  direâ  it  by  their 
'  counfds«  From  this  latter  ckfs  fliall  you  choofe  your  priefts  ; 
for  it  xranx^ot  be  decent,  that  the  homage  of  a  free  people  fliouId 
be  offered  to  the  gods  by  hands  accuftomed  to  jnechanic  sind 
fenrilè  labour  *.  •  ^ 

PubUc  repafts  fhali  be  inftituted  ;  for  nothing  contxibates 
more  to  the  maintenance  of  union  K 

AU  tlie  lands  of  the  ftate  ihall  be  divided  into  two  portions  ; 
the  one  deftined  to  ftipply  the  neceffides  of  the  flate,  and  the 
other  thofe  of  individuah:  the  former  ihall  be  coniecrated  to 
the  maintenance  of  religious  worihip,  and  the  public  repalb  ) 
and  the  latter  ihall  be  only  pofleilêd  by  thofe  whom  I  have  di-^ 
ftinguiihed  by  the  name  of  citizens*  Both  ihaU  be  cultivated 
%y  flaves  brought  from  difièrent  nations  K 


S-  Id.  ibid,  ci^  la.  p«.377  ;  lib.  5. 

CtD.  9*  P*  4<30- 

&  Id.  ibid.  tib.  3.  cap.  13.  p.  354*; 
c«^.  ty,  p.  3^1. 
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1  Id.  ibid.  lib.  7.  cap.  5^  p.  436. 
k  Id.  ibid.  cap.  to.  p.  43^1 
1  U.  ibid.  p.  437. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


4<àVels  iK  dRÊÊCÈ,  353 

After  htiving  regiilàted  the  form  of  gdvemmetit,  you  (hall 
prepare  a  body  of  civil  laws,  all  of  which  {hall  have  a  proper 
Velation  to  the  fdndameiital,  and  tend  to  bind  and  (trengthen 
them. 

One  of  the  nioft  eflcntiâl  will  be  that  which  regards  mar- 
riages. The  couples  who  uiiite  fhall  not  be  of  an  age  too  dif- 
propoiridioilate  ",  as  nothing  can  more  certainly  fow  the  feeds 
of  diflentîon  and  difguft.  They  fliall  neither  be  too  young  nor 
too  old,  as  nothing  contributes  more  than  fuch  unions  to  die 
degeneracy  of  the  human  race.  Let  the  girls  marry  at  about 
the  age  of  eighteen,  and  the  men  at  thirty-feven,  or  ne^ly  that 
age  °  ;  let  their  marriage  be  Celebrated  about  the  time  of  the- 
winter  folftice  *>  *  ;  let  them  be  permitted  to  expofe  their  chil- 
dren,* when  they  are  bom  with  too  feeble  a  cdnflitution,  or 
other  too  manifeft  defe£ts  ;  they  (hall  alfo  be  permitted  to  ex- 
pofe  them^  to  prevent  a  too  great  excefs  of  population.  If' this 
idea  be  repugnant  to  the  chara£ter  of  the  nation,  fix  at  leaft 
the  number  of  children  in  each  family  ;  and  if  the  parents  fhall 
tranfgrels  the  law,  let  it  be  ordained  that  the  mother  ihall  de-^ 
ftroy  the  fn^it  of  her  body  before  it  (hall  have  received  the 
principles  of  life  and  fenfation.  Severely  profcribe  adultery^ 
and  let  the  mod  rigorous  puniihments  ftamp  ignominy  oil 
thofe  who  fliall  diflionour  the  marriage  union  '. 

Ariftotle  afterward  enlarges  on  die  manxier  in  which  the  ri-^ 
tizen  fliould  be  educated.  He  takes  him  in  the  cradle,  and 
follows  him  through  the  different  ages  of  life,  the  various  em- 
ployments of  the  republic,  and  his  different  relations  with  fo- 
ciety.  He  treats  of  the  knowledge  with  which  his  mind  fliould 
be  enlightened,  and  the  virtues  that  fliould  be  inftilled  into  his 
foul  ;  and,  infenfibly  unfolding  to  his  eyes  the  chain  of  his  du- 


™  Id.  ibid.  cap.  1 6.  p.  445. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  446. 

°  Id.  ibid. 

*  M.'Vargéntin,  in  à  memoir  (ire- 
^ted  to  the  Acidemy  of  Sciences  at 
Stockholm,  ia  1772,  has  (howo,  from 


obfervatfons  made  durtng^  the  courfe  aC  ■ 
fourteen  years,  that  more  children  are 
born  in  the  month  of  September  than 
in  any  other  month  ofthe  year.    (G«« 
zettedc  France,  de  t%  Août  177a.) 
P  AslAoU  ibid.  p.  447* 
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ties»  calb  his  attention  at  the  fame  time  to  the  lawswldds 
oblige  him  to  fulfil  them  *• 

I  have  now  given  fome  of  the  reflexions  of  Ariftotle  on  the 
beft  form  of  government.  I  have  above  given  a  iketch  of  the 
republic  of  Plato  f,  and  of  the  conftîtutions  of  Lycurgus  ^  and 
of  Solon  $•  Other  writers,  legiflatorsi  philofophersj  orators^ 
and  poets,  have  puUifhed  their  ideas  on  this  important  fubjeft  ^ 
but  it  would  be  infufferably  tedious  to  analjfe  their  difiêrent 
fyftems,  and  that  endlefs  number  of  maxims  or  queftions  which 
they  have  advanced  or  difcufled.  We  will  therefore  confine 
ourfdves  to  the  few  principles  which  are  common  to  them  aU; 
or  ^K^ch,  from  their  fingularity,  merit  to  be  feleâed. 

Ariftotle  is  not  the  only  writer  who  has  given  us  the  eulogiuoi 
of  royalty.  The  greater  part  of  phil<^opher$  have  acknowledge 
ed  the  excellency  of  diis  government,  which  they  haveconfider- 
ed,  fome  relatively  to  fociety,  and  others  as  it  has  relati(m  to  die 
^neral  fyftem  of  nature. 

The  moft  excellent  of  conftitutions,  fay  the  former,  would  be 
that  in  which  die  fupreme  authority,  confided  to  a  fingle  perfon, 
Ihould  only  be  exercifed  according  to  hws  wifely  inftituted  ^  ; 
in  which  the  fovereign,  raifed  above  his  fubjeâs  as  much  by  his 
^nderftanding  and  his  virtues  as  by  his  power  %  ihould  be  per- 
fîiaded  that  he  himfelf,  like  the  law,  only  exifts  for  the  happi« 
sefs  of  his  people  '  ;  in  which  the  government  Ihould  in^ire 
fiear  and  refped,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  not  only  by  the  uni- 
formity of  its  principles,  the  fecrefy  of  its  enterprifes,  and  the 
promptnefs  of  their  execution  \  but  flill  more  by  its  integrity 
and  good  faith  ;  for  the  word  of  the  prince  ihould  be  more  to 
be  relied  on  than  the  oath  of  other  men  ^^ 

Every  tiling  in  nature,  fay  the  latter,  points  to  unity.    The 


•  This  p»rt  of  the  work  is  now  loft  ; 
bm  it  is  eafj  to  jadge»  from  the  firft 
chftpters  of  the  eighth  book,  of  the 
Mintier  ia  whilHi  Ariftotle  proceeded 
in  t]ie  remaioder  of  his  treatUiB. 

f  Sec  Chap  UV. 

I  SeeChap,XLV. 


i  See  Introduftion.  p.  65.  Chap.  XIV. 
*»  Plat,  in  Poiit.  t.  ii.  p  501  et  jea. 
**  Ifocr.  ad  Nicocl.  t.  i.  pw  ^6, 
*  Archyt.  ap.  Stob.  Serm.  44.  p.  514. 
<  Defnofth,  de  Falf.  Leg.   p.  5a» 
Ifocr.  ad  NicocL  t.  L  p.  f  j. 
^  Ifocr.  ibid,  p*  (j. 
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untyerfc  is  governed  by  the  Supreme  Being 'i  the  ceteftial 
fpheres  by  fo  many  genii  :  and  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  in 
like  manner,  ihould  be  guided  by  the  authority  of  (ingle  fove- 
)reign«,  who  may  maintain  in  their  refpeâive  ftatea  that  har- 
mony which  reigns  throughout  aU  nature.  But  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  fo  exalted  a  ftation,  .they  (hould  refleâ  in  them* 
felves  the  virtues  of  that  Deity  of  whom  they  are  the  images  ^^^ 
and  govern  the  ft^jeâs  Mrith  the  tendemefs  of  a  father,  the 
careful  vigilance  of  a  paftor,  and  the  impartial  equity  of  the 
law^. 

Such  are,  in  part,  the  duties  which  the  Greeks  annex  to  the 
regal  power  ;  and  as  they  have  almofl:  every  where  feen  priiKes 
depart  from  them,  they  only  confider  this  government  as  thd 
model  which  alegiflator  ought  to  propofe  tohimielf,  to  produce 
only  one  general  will  from  all  the  wills  of  individuals  *.  If  all 
the  forms  of  government  exifted  conformable  to  their  principles^ 
faid  Plato,  the  monarchical  Ihould  be  preferred  $  but  fince  they 
are  all  corrupted,  it  is  beft  to  live  under  the  democracy  ^« 

What  then  is  the  conftitution  bed  adapted  to  a  people  ex*- 
tremely  jealous  of  their  liberty  i  The  mixed  government }  that 
in  which  royalty,  ariftocracy,  and  democracy  are  combined  by 
laws  which  reftore  the  balance  of  power  whenever  it  inclines 
too  much  towards  any  one  of  ihttc  forms  ^.  As  this  teijipera-^ 
ment  may  be  effeâed  in  an  infinite  diverfity  of  modes,  hence 
refults  that  endlefs  variety  which  is  found  in  the  conftiturion^ 
of  narions  and  the  opinions  of  philofojAeis. 

The  latter  are  much  better  agreed  on  the  neceflity  of  efta« 
bliihing  good  laws,  on  the  obedience  which  they  require,  ami 
the  changes  which  tliey  ought  fometimes  to  undergo*. 

As  it  is  not  given  to  any  fingle  mortal  to  maintain  order  by 


^  Scpbant.  up,  Stob.  Serin*  4t.  p. 

333- 

^  Id.  ibtl.  p.  393  et  3I4.    Diotogen. 
ibM.  p.  350. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  334*     • 

*  eUu  ta  Patit.  1. 11.  p<  301.    Hip- 


pod.  ap«  Stobu  Serm..  41*  p.  151. 

*»  Id.  ibid.  p.  303. 

^  Archyt.  tp.  Stob.  Serm.  4'-  P-  ^^9* 
Hîpofl.  ibid.  p.  151.    Plat.  Leg.  Ub.  3.  \ 
p.  693.  A.riftot.;de  Rep.  lib.  9.  i.mp.  6i  p. 
3«î  Jib.4.ctp.^  ^373. 
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his  changeable  will  alontf,  laws  are  neceflary  in  a  monarchy^; 
for  without  fuch  a  itftraint  every  government  becomes  tyran- 
nical. 

The  expreffion  that  the  law  is  the  foul  of  the  ftate,  prefents  a 
very  juft  image }  for,  in  faâ,  if  the  law  be  deftroyed^  the  ftate 
becomes  only  a  lifelefs  body  *. 

The  laws  ought  to  be  clear,  precifci  relathre  to  the  climate  % 
and  aU  favourable  to  virtue  ».  They  fhould  leave  as  few  cafes 
as  poffible  to  the  dedfion  of  the  judges  \  They  flibuld  be  fe- 
vere,  but  the  judges  Ihould  never  be  fo  '  ;  becaufe  it  is  better 
that  the  guilty  ihould  efcape  than  the  innocent  be  condemned  : 
in  the  former  cafe  the  judgment  is  an  error,  in  the  latter  an  im- 
piety *. 

We  have  feen  ftates  lofc  in  inaôion  that  fuperiority  which 
they  had  acquired  by  vrâories.  Hih  proceeded  from  the  de- 
feu  of  the  laws,  which  had  hardened  them  to  endure  the  la- 
bours of  war,  but  not  armed  them  againft  the  fweets  of  tran- 
quillity. A  legiflator  ought  lefs  to  beftow  his  attention  on  a 
ftate  of  war,  which  fliould  be  tranfient,  than  on  the  virtues 
which  may  teach  the  peaceable  citizen  neither  to  fear  war  nor 
make  an  improper  ufe  of  peace  '. 

The  multiplicity  of  laws  in  a  ftate  is  a  proof  of  its  corruption 
and  decline  ;  and  that  from  this  reafon,  that  the  fociety  would 
be  moft  happy  in  which  any  laws  whatever  ihould  be  unnecef- 
fary  *. 

Some  have  wiihed  that  all  laws  ihould  be  prefaced  by  an  ex- 
planation of  their  fhotives  and  fpirit.  Nothing,  fay  they,  can 
bd  inore  ufeful  than  to  enlighten  die  obedience  of  the  people. 


^  U.  ibid.  Xrftoph.  Memor.  lib.  4* 
p.  813.  Plat,  in  Polit,  t.ii.  p.  276.  Bias 
ap.  Plut,  in  Sept.  Sapient.  Conviv.  t.  ii. 
p.  Ï52. 

^  Demofth.  ap.  Stob.  Senn.  41*  p* 
«70. 

f  Archyt.  ibid. 

S  Demoltb.  Epift.  p.  19S.  Id.  ia  Ti. 
!hv)cr.  p.  784.  Stob.  p.  279. 


k  Ariftot.  Rhet.  lib.  I.  cap.  1.  p.  S^S- 
t  Ifeus  ap.  Stob.  Serm.  46.  p.  237. 
^  Antiph.  ap.'Stob.  p.  308.        • 
I  AiiftoL  de  Rep.  lib.  7.  cap.  14.  p- 

444  5  cap.  15.  p.445«       ^ 

°^  Arcefil.  ap.  Stob*  Serm.  41*  P< 
248.  Ifocr.  Areop.  t.  i.  p.  331.  Têdu 
Aonal.  lib.  3.  cap.  27. 
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aad  to  iubjeâ  them  by  perfuafion  before  they  are  intimidated 
by  menaces  \ 

Others  coniider  ignominy  as  the  moil  effeâual  punifliment. 
When  crimes  may  be  redeemed  by  money,  men  become  accuf- 
tomed  to  affix  a  great  value  to  wealth,  and  to  difregard  guilt  <>«  ^ 

The  more  laws  ar«  excellent,  the  more  dangerous  is  it  to 
(hake  off  their  yoke.  It  would  be  better  for  a  date  to  have  bad 
laws  which  ihould  be  obeyed,  than  good  ones  which  fliould  re- 
main without  effeâ  ^ 

Nothing  is  fo  dangerous  likewife  as  to  make  frequent 
changes  in  the  laws*  Among  the  Locrians  \  he  who  advifed 
to  abrogate  or  alter  any  law,  muft  make  the  propofal  with  a  hal- 
ter round  his  neck,  and  forfeit  his  life  if  his  advice  ^ere  difap- 
proved  *.  Among  tlie  fame  Locrians»  it  is  not  permitted  to  tor- 
ture and  elude  thé  laws  by  forced  interpretations.  If  they  are 
equivocal,  and  one  of  the  parties  thinks  himfelf  aggrieved  by  the 
explanation  given  of  them  by  the  magiftrate,  he  may  cite  hint 
before  a  tribunal  confifting  of  a  thoufand  judges.  Both  muft 
a,ppeâr  with  the  cord  round  their  neck,  and  death  muft  be  die 
puniihment  of  him  whofe  interpretation  is  rejeâed  ^.  Other 
legiflators  have  all  declared,  that  the  laws  ought  not  to  be 
changed  but  with  the  utmoft  circumfpeâion^  and  in  cafes  of 
extreme  necei&ty. 

But  what  are  the  folid  foundations  of  the  tranquillity  and 
happinefs  of  ftates  ?  Not  the  laws  which  regulate  their  conftitu- 
tion,  or  which  increafe  their  power,  but  the  inftitutions  which 
form  the  citizens,  and  give  a£tivity  to  their  minds;  not  the  laws 
which  difpenfe  rewards  and  puniihments,  but  the  public  voice 
when  it  makes  an  exaâ  diftribution  of  contempt  and  efteem  K 
Such  is  the  unanimous  decifion  of  the  legiflators  and  philofo- 
phers,  of  all  the  Greeks,  and  perhaps  of  all  nations.    When 


"  Plat,  dc  Leg.  lib.  4«  t.  ii.  p.  719. 
<>  Archyt-  ap.  Stop.  Scnn.  41-  P-  «^9» 
P  Thacyd.  lib.  3.  cap.  37.     Aciftot. 
4e  Rep.  Ub.  4.  cap.  8.  p.  37»* 
*  Zaleuc.  ap.  Stop.Serai.  42.  p.  28a 


Demofth.  in  Timocr.  p«  791* 

*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
'  Polyb.  lib.  12.  p.  6di. 

*  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  617. 
Ifoer.  Areop.  t.  i.  p.  331. 
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the  natutty  tclv^ntages,  and  tneonveniences  of  the  diffov 
ent  forms  of  government  are  carefully  invcitigatod»  we  (faall 
find  that  the  difference  in  the  manners  of  a  people  is  fufficient 
to  deftroy  the  bcft  of  conftkutions,  or  to  réÔify  the  moft  defec«» 
fire. 

The  laws,  impotent  in  themfelvcs,  borrow  their  power  foklj 
from  manners,  which  are  as  much  above  them  as  virtue  is  above 
probity.  In  confcquence  of  the  manners  of  a  people  is  it  that 
what  is  good  and  virtuous  is  preferred  to  what  is  only  juft,  and 
what  is  juft  to  v^iiat  is  merely  ufefuL  They  reftrain  the  citî- 
zen  by  the  fear  of  the  public  opinion^  while  the  laws  only  ter* 
rify  him  by  Ae  dread  of  punifhment  \ 

Under  the  empire  of  manners  the  minds  of  men  will  difplay 
elevation  of  fentiment,  diftruft  of  dieir  own  powers,  and  de- 
cency and  fimplicity  in  their  aâions.  A  certain  modefty  will 
penetrate  theni  with  a  facred  reverence  for  the  gods,  the  laws, 
Ae  magiftrates,  the  paternal  power,  the  wifdom  of  aged  pcr-i 
fcns  ",  and  for  themfelves  ftill  more  than  all  the  reft  *. 

Hence  rcfuks  in  every  government' the  indifpenfable  neceffity 
of  attending  to  the  education  of  children  ^,  as  a  moft  efièntia} 
<*jca,  and  training  them  up  in  the  fpirit  and  love  of  £he  con- 
ftitution,  in  the  fimplicity  of  ancient  times,  in  a  word^  in  the 
principles  which  ought  ever  after  to  regulate  their  virtues^  Aeîr 
opinions,  their  fentiments,  and  their  behaviour.  All  who  have 
meditated  on  the  art  of  governing  mankind,  have  been  con- 
vinced that  the  fate  of  empires  depended  on  the  educatfon  given 
to  youth  ■  ;  and  from  their  reficâions  we  may  lay  it  down  as 
an  evident  principle,  that  education,  the  laws  and  manners, 
ought  never  to  contradift  each  other  *.  Another  prindple  no 
lefs  certain  is,  that  in  all  ftates  the  manners  of  the  people  are 
conformable  to  thofe  of  their  governors  **. 


s 

'  Hippod.  ap.  Stob.  p.  24p. 

^  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  ipS 
et  701. 

*  Dcfflocr.  «p.  Stub.  Serm.  44.  p. 
3x0. 

r  Flat,  in  Eut^ypbr.  C.  I  p.  s.  Arif- 


tot.  de  Leg.  lib.  8.  cap.  i.  p.  449. 

*  Diotogen.  ao.  Stob.  p.  151. 

•  Hippod.  ibid.  p.  24p. 

^  Ifocr.  ad  Nicocl.  t.  i.  p.  6S.    JEf- 
diifl.  ia  Tiio.  p.  2pc. 
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Zaleucttfl  and  Charondas,  not  fatisfied  with  dtf cuing  to  the 
maintenance  of  manners  the  greater  part  of  the  laws  which 
they  gave,  the  fiormer  to  the  Locrians  of  Italy  *,  and  the  latter 
to  fereral  ftates  of  Sicily»  have  placed  at  the  head  of  their  re» 
ijpeâive  codes  ^^  a  chain  of  maxims  which  may  be  confidered 
as  the  foundations  of  morality.  I  iball  here  give  fome  of  them, 
more  clearly  to  fliow  in  what  point  of  view  legiflatlon  was  for- 
naeiiy  confidered. 

AU  the  citizens,  lays  Zaleucus  ^»  fliould  firft  be  firmly  per* 
luaded  of  the  exiftence  of  the  gods.  The  order  and  beauty  of 
the  univerfe  muil  foon  convince  them^  thkt  it  is  not  the  effeâ 
of  blind  chance,  nor  the  work  of  man.  The  gods  are  to  be 
adored,  becaufe  they  are  the  authors  of  all  real  ggod.  Every 
cncj  therefore,  (hould  prepare  and  purify  his  foul  \  for  the  Di'» 
vine  Being  is  not  honoured  by  the  worihip  of  the  wicked  man, 
nor  delighted  with  pompous  facrifices  and, magnificent  fefti* 
vais  :  his  apin-obation  can  only  be  obtained  by  good  works,  by 
a  virtue  confiant  in  its  principks  and  its  effets,  and  a  firm  re^ 
folution  to  prefer  juftice  and  poverty  to  injuftice  and  igno*p 
ininy. 

If  among  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  meti,  women,  citizens, 
or  fojoumers,  there  (hould  be  found  any  who  reliCb  not  thefe 
truths,  and  who  are  naturally  inclined  to  evil,  let  them  remem- 
ber, that  nothing  can  fave  the  guilty  morul  from  the  venge-« 
ance  of  die  gods  ;  and  let  them  incefiantly  place  before  their 
eyes  the  final  moment  of  their  lives,  that  moment  in  which 
they  will  refleâ  with  fo  mudi  regret  and  remorfe  on  the  evil 
which  they  have  done,-  and  the  good  which  they  have  negle£t* 
ed  to  do. 

Every  citizen,  dierefore,  in  all  his  aâlons,  (hould  continually 
have  the  hour  of  death  prefent  to  ,his  mind  ;  and  whenever  th^ 


*  Accoidii^  to  Tnnvus,  Znlenan 
did  not  gi^e  laws  to  the  Locriaos  (CU 
cerde  Leg.  lib.  s.  cap.  6.  t.  iii.  p.  141. 
Id.  ad  Attic,  lib.  6.  ep.  r.  t.  viii.  p. 
a6i^;  but  he  çontntdiâcd  »U  antiquity. 


^  Cicer.  4e  Leg«  I^».  9.  cap.  ^.  t.  ixu 
p.  141. 

(i  Zaleuc.  ap.  Stob.  Serm.  42.  p, 
^19  >  ct  ap.  Diod.  Siqk  lib.  12.  p.  84. 
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malevolent  demon  fiiall  attempt  to  influence  him  to  evil,  let 
him  fljr  to  the  temples,  to  the  feet  of  the  altars,  to  the  facred 
places,  and  implore  the  afliftance  of  the  gods.  Let  hin^  like- 
wife  have  recourfe  to  wife  an4  good  men,  who  -will  fupport 
his  weaknefs  by  a  reprefentat^on  of  the  rewards  deilined  to 
virtue,  and  the  woes  which  are  the  confequence  of  injuftice. 

Reverence  your  parents,  your  laws,  your  magiftrates.  Love 
your  country,  and  defire  not  to  change  it  for  another  ;  £or  that 
would  be  the  beginning  of  treaibn.  Speak  no  evil  of  any  pne. 
The  guardians  of  the  laws  fhould  watch  over  and  reftrain  of- 
fenders ;  but,  before  they  punifh  them,  they  fhould  endeavour 
to  reclaim  them  by  advice.  - 

Let  the  magiftrates  in  their  judgments  forget  their  indivi- 
dual conneéHons  and  their  jprivate  enmities.  Slaves  may  be 
fubjeâed  by  fear,  but  free  men  ought  only  to  obey  juftice. 

In  all  your  defigns  and  aâions,  fays  Charohdas  %  hegin  by 
imploring  the  afliftance  of  the  gods,  who  are  thé  authors  of  all 
things  :  to  obtain  it,  abftsdn  from  evil  ;  for  there  is  no  £odety 
between  God  and  the  unjuft  mam 

Let  the  fame  afiêâion  reign  between  individual  citizens  and 
thofe  who  arc  at  the  head  of  the  government,  as  between  chil- 
dren and  their  parents. 

Sacrifice  your  life  for  your  country,  and  be  periiiaded  that  it 
is  better  to  die  with  honour  than  to  live  in  ignominy.  Let  the 
married  pair  mutually  hold  facred  the  faith  they  have  vowed  to 
each  other. 

The  dead  ate  not  to  be  honoured  by  tears  and  immoderate 
grief,  but  by  the  remembrance  of  their  virtues,  and  the  ofier- 
ings  annually  made  at  their  tombs. 

Let  young  perfons  fhow  a  proper  deference  to  the  advice  of 
the  aged,  who*  are  attentive  to  deferve  reverence  by  the  regu- 
larity of  their  Uves.  If  the  latter  diveft  themfelves  of  modcfty, 
they  will  introduce  into  the  ftate  the  contempt  of  ihame,  and 
all  its  confequent  vices. 

^Xhanmd.  8|k  Stob.  Serm.  43.  p.  289. 
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Déteft  infamy  and  falfdKXxl;  love  Tirtue  ;  frequent  the  com*' 
]sany  of  thofe  who  praâîfe  it  ;  and  afpiie  to  the  higheft  per<« 
Seâion  by  becoming  the  truly  good  and  virtuous  man^  Fly 
to  the  fttccour  of  the  opptefled  citizen  ;  relieve  the  wretched* 
nefs  of  the  poor,  provided  it  be  not  the  fruit  of  idlenefs.  De* 
fyik  him  whq  renders  himfelf  the  Have  of  his  riches,  and  ftig- 
snatife  with  ignominy  the  citizen  who  ereâs  foc  himfelf  a  more 
magnificent  dwelling  than  the  public  edifices.  Iict  your  lan^ 
guage  be  regulated  by  decency  ;  reftrain  your  anger,  and  ut- 
ter not  imprecations  even  agaûnft  thofe  who  have  done  you  an 
injury. 

Let  all  the  dtizens  continually  have  thefç  precepts  prefent . 
to  their  memory  ;  azid,  on  the  days  of  the  feftivals»  let  them  be 
recited  aloud  during  the  public  entertainments,  that  they  may 
be  ftill  n^ore  deeply  imprefled  on  all  minds. 


ÇPAP.    LXIIL 
Dionjfius  King  of.  Sicily  at  Corinth.    Exploits  of  Tim^eon. 

On  our  return  to  Athens,  after  an  abfence  of  eleven  years» 
we  fccmcd,  fo  to  fpeak,  to  arrive  there  for  the  firft  time.  Death 

•  had  deprived  us  of  many  of  our  friends  and  acquaintances; 
whole  families  had  difappeared,  and  others  arifen  in  their 
place  J  Mre  were  received  like  ftrangers  in  houfes  where  we  had 
before  been  intimate  :  every  where  we  found  the  fame  ftage, 
but  other  a£tors. 

The  forum  incefiantly  refounded  with  complûnts  againfl: 
Philip,  which  were  a  fubjeâ  of  alarm  to  fome,  but  heard  with 

.indiflerence  by  others  ".    Demofthenes  had  not  long  before  ac- 
cufed  ^fchines  of  having  taken  bribes  of  Philip,  when  he  was 
fent  into  Macedonia  to  conclude  the  late  peace  ;  and  as  jEfchi-^ 
lies  had  extolled  the  modefty  of  the  ancient  orators,  who,  when 
they  harangued  the  people,  avoided  all  extravagant  geftures  ; 

■  Bemofth.  de  FalC  Leg.  p.  391  et  327. 
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VOf  no,  exclaimed  Demofthenes,  k  u  not  in  the  aflemUy  of 
the  peoplei  but  when  we  are  fent  on  an  embaffy»  that  we  ought 
to  hide  our  hands  under  our  cbaks  °.  This  ftioke  of  pleafant* 
ry  was  received  with  applauie  ;  the  accufntion  however  had 
no  fuccefs* 

We  were  for  fome  time  orerwhchned  with  queftions  con- 
cerning Egypt  and  Perfia.  I  afterwards  refiuned  my  former 
reiearches*  One  day,  as  I  eroded  the  forum,  I  faw  a  great 
number  of  inquirers  after  news  going  and  coming  in  great  agi* 
tation,  and  feemingly  unable  fufficientlyto  exprefs  their  fur- 
prife.  I  drew  near  to  them,  and  inquired  what  had  happened* 
•i^  was  anfwered,  Dionyfius  is  at  Corinth.— -What  Dionyfius  ? 
—The  king  of  Sicily,  once  fo  powerful  and  formidable.  Ti- 
moleon  has  driven  him  from  the  throne,  and  obliged  him  to 
embark  on  board  a  galley,  which  has  brought  him  to  Corinth*. 
He  has  arrived  *,  without  efcort,  friends,  or  relations  :  he  has 
loft  every  thing  except  the  memory  of  what  he  was. 

This  news  was  foon  after  confirmed  to  me  by  Euryalus, 
whom  I  found  at  the  houfe  of  Apollodorus*  He  was  a  Co- 
rinthian with  whom  I  was  intimate,  and  who  had  formerly  had 
connexions  with  Dionyfius.  He  was  to  return  to  Corinth 
fome  months  after,  and  I  refolved  to  accompany  him,  to  con- 
template at  leifure  one  of  the  moft  Angular  phenomena  of 
fortune. 

On  our  arrival  in  that  city,  we  found  at  the  door  of  a  ta- 
vern, a  fat  man  p,  in  a  mean  drefs,  to  whom  the  mafter  of  the 
houfe  feemed  to  give,  from  pity,  the  wine  that  had  been  left 
in  fome  bottles  :  fome  women  of  diflblute  life  attacked  him  with 
grofs  jokes,  at  which  he  laughed,  and  anfwered  them  in  the 
fame  ftyle }  and  his  pleafantries  diverted  the  populace  who  ga- 
thered round  him  *. 
.    Euryalus  propofed  to  me,  I  know  not  under  what  pretext,  to 


■  Id.  ibid.  p.  33a. 

*  Hut.  in  Tim.  t.  L  p.  142.    Juftin. 
lib.  a  I.  cap.  5.    Diod.  5ic.  lib.  16,  p. 


•  The  year  343  before  Chrift. 

P  Juftin.  lib.  SI.  capw  a. 

^  Plut,  ip  TimoL  t.  i.  p.  242. 
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alight  from  our  carriage,  and  not  to  leave  this  man.  We  fol« 
lowed  him  to  a  place,  where  fome  women,  who  were  to  fing 
in  the  chorufes  at  an  approaching  feftivai,  were  exercifed  pre- 
vious to  their  appearance  in  public.  He  made  them  repeat 
their  parts,  direâed  them  in  the  management  of  their  voices, 
and  difputed  with  them  ou  the  manner  in  which  certain  paf- 
fages  ought  to  be  given  '.  He  thence  went  to  a  perfumer's, 
M^here  we  unexpeftedly  faw  the  philofopher  Diogenes,  and  the 
mufician  Ariftoxenus  *,  who  had  arrived  at  Corinth  a  few  days 
before.  The  former,  approaching  the  ftranger,  faid  to  him. 
You  do  not  deferve  what  has  befallen  you. — ^Do  you  then  com- 
paffionatvT  my  misfortunes  ?  replied  the  unhappy  man.  I  thank 
you  for  your  kindnefs— I  compai&onate  thy  misfortunes  !  re- 
plied Diogenes  ;  thoii  art  much  miftaken,  vile  flave  !  thou 
oughteft  to  live  and  die,  like  thy  father,  a  prey  to  all  the  ter- 
rors which  tyrants  fhould  feel  ;  and  my  indignation  rifes  to  feo 
thee  in  a  city  where  thou  mayeft  yet,  without  fear,  enjoy  fome 
pleafures  •. 

What,  faid  I  to  Eurplus,  with  the  utmoft  aftoniihment,  is 
this  the  king  of  Syracufe  ?  It  is,  replied  he  )  but  he  does  not 
know  me  ;  his  fight  is  impaired  by  exceffivc  drinking  *  :  let  us 
liften  to  the  remainder  of  the  converfation.  Diony&us  fupport- 
ed  his  part  in  it  with  equal  wit  and  moderation.  Ariftoxenus 
aiked  him  the  reafon  of  the  difgrace  of  Plato.  A  tyrant,  an- 
fwered  he,  is  befieged  by  every  kind  of  evil,  and  the  moft  dan- 
gerous is,  that  his  friends  will  conceal  from  him  the  truth.  I 
liftened  to  their  advice,  and  obliged  Plato  to  leave  my  court. 
What  was  the  confequence  ?  I  was  king  of  Syracufe,  and  now 
am  a  fchoolmafter  at  Corinth  **.  In  fa£b,  ^e  more  than  once 
law  him  in  a  crpfs-way,  teaching  children  the  principles  of 
grammar  *. 


r  Id.  ibid. 

*  No  doubt  the  fane  who  w«s  the 
tutbor  of  a  treatifie  on  mufic,  fttU  ex- 
tant, and  inferted  in  the  Colîeâion  of 
Afeibomius. 

«  Plut,  in  Tiffl.  t.  i.  p.  «43. 

^  Ariilot.  et  Theopomp.  ap.  Atfaen. 


lib.  TC.  p.  439.    Ju(lin.  lib.  21.  cap.  s. 

"  Plut,  in  rim.  t.  i.  p.  243. 

*  Ciccr.  Tufcul.  lib.  3.  cap.  11.  t.  ii. 
p.  310.  Id.  ad  Famil.  lib.  9.  eu<0.  16. 
t.  vii.  p.  317,  JuRin.  lib.  21.  c«p.  5. 
Lucian.  Somn.  cap.  2.%  t.  ii.  p.  7 1 7. 
VaL  Max.  lib.  6.  cap.  9*  fixtero.  No.  6. 
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The  fame  motive  which  had  induced  me  to  go  to  CormtK 
daily  brought  thither  a  number  of  ftrangers  ;  fome  of  whom,  at 
the  fight  of  this  unhappy  prince,  manifefted  emotion^  of  pity  '  \ 
but  the  greater  part  dwelt  with  pleafure  on  a  fpedhicle,  which 
the  circumftanees  of  the  times  rendered  more  intereftiiig.  As 
Philip  feemed  to  be  on  the  point  of  enflaving  Greece,  they  fa* 
tiated  on  the  king  of  Sicily  that  hatred  which  tliey  had  conceiv- 
ed againft  the  king  of  Macedon.  The  inftruâive  example  of  a 
tyrant  fuddenly  plunged  into  the  loweft  humiliation,  was  foon 
the  only  conlblation  of  thofe  haughty  republicans.  Some  time 
after,  the  Lacedsemonians  returned  no  other  anfwer  to  the  me- 
aaces  of  Philip  than  thefe  energetic  words,  Dwnijftus^  is  at  Co» 
rinth  K 

'  We  converfed  feveral  times  with  Dionyfios.  He  freely  coii-< 
feSéd  his  faults,  no  doubt,  becaufe  it  had  cod  him  little  to  com- 
Viit  them.  Euryalus  wiflied  to  know  what  he  thought  of  the 
bornage  that  had  been  rendered  him  at  Syracufe.  I  entertained 
at  my  court,  anfwered  he,  a  number  of  fophiils  and  poets  y  I  had 
no  efteem  for  them^  but  they  acquired  me  a  great  charaâer  ^. 
My  courtiers  perceived  that  my  fight  began  to  grow  weak,  and 
they  became,  as  I  may  fay,  totally  blind*  They  could  no  long- 
er fee  any  thing  :  when  they  met  in  my  prcfence,  they  ran  one 
againft  the  other  ;  and  at  our  entertainments  I  was  obliged  to 
guide  their  hands,  with  which  they  feemed  to  feel  ^bout  the  ta- 
ble K  And  were  you  not  offended  at  this  meannefs  ?  faid  £u- 
'ryalus.  Sometimes,  replied  Dionyfius,  but  it  is  fo  fweet  to  par- 
don ! 

At  this  moment,  a  Corinthian,  who  affcâed  to  be  witty,  and 
whofe  honefty  was  fufpeâed,  appeared  at  the  threfhold  of  the 
door,  and,  to  fhow  that  he  had  not  a  poniard  concealed  under 
his  robe,  fhook  it  feveral  times,  as  thofe  do  who  are  admitted 
intb  the  prefence  of  tyrants.    That  ceremony,  faid  Dionyfius 


y  Pint,  in  Tim.  t.  i.  p.  241.  I      ^  Thcophr.  ap.  Atben.  lib.  lo.  p. 

^  Denif  tr.  Phal.  de  Kloc.  cap.  8.        I  43p.    Plut,  de  AduK  t.  il.  p.  ^^. 


^  Plac  Apophth.  t.  ii.  p.  17^. 
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to  him,  would  be  better  placed,  were  you  to  obfcrvç  it  when 
you  leave  us  ^. 

A  fliort  time  îfter,  another  pcrfon  came  in  and  fatigued  him 
with  his  importunities.  Dionyfius  whifpered  '  us,  with  a  figh, 
Happy  arc  thofe  who  have  learned  to  fufier  from  their  child- 
hood <*! 

Similar  infults  were  every  moment  repeated,  and,  indeed,  he 
Inmfelf  appeared  to  feek  them.  He  pafled  his  life  in  taverns,  in 
the  ftreets,  and  among  the  loweft  of  the  people,  whom  he  had 
made  the  companions  of  his  pleafures*  It  was  eafy  at  once  to 
difcem  in  him  the  low  propenfities  which  he  had  received  from 
nature,  and  the  elevated  fentiments  which  he  derived  from  his 
former  condition.  He  fpoke  like  a  wife  man,  but  aâed  like  a 
fool.  I  was  unable  to  explain  the  myftery  of  his  conduâ.  A 
Syracufan,  who  had  obfervcd  him  with  attention,  faid  to  me> 
His  mind  is  too  feeble  and  trivial  for  him  to  behave  with  greater 
propriety  in  adverfity  than  in  profperity  ;  and  he  is  befides  fen- 
fible,  that  the  fight  of  a  tyrant,  even  though  he  is  dethroned, 
excites  diftruft  and.  fear  m  free  citizens.  Should  he  prefer  ob- 
fcurity  to  that  meannefs  ■  by  which  he  now  degrades  himfclf, 
his  tranquillity  would  be  fufpedcd  by  the  Corinthians,  who  fa- 
voured the  revolt  of  Sicily.  He  fears  left  they  fliould  imagine 
tliere  is  reafon  to  fear  him,  and  faves  himfelf  from  their  hatred 
by  courting  their  contempt  •. 

The  latter  he  had  completely  acquired  during  my  ftay  at  Co- 
rinth, and  afterward  amply  merited  that  of  all  Greece.  Whe- 
ther from  wretchcdnefs  or  derangement  of  mind,  he  joined  a 
company  of  the  priefts  of  Cybele,  and  went  with  them  from 
town  to  town,  with  a  tympanum  in.  his  hand,  finging  and  danc- 
ing round  the  image  of  the  goddefs,  and  begging  from  the  by-» 
ftanders  a  trifling  alms  ^.  > 

Before  he  aâed  a  part  in  thefe  low  fcenes,  he  had  obtained 


^  iEIian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  4.  cap.  18. 
Plat,  in  TimoL  i.  i.  p.  243. 
d  Stob,  Serm.  no.  p.  582. 
*  Juftin.  lib.  at.  c*i».  5.    Plut,  lu 


TiiDoI.  t.  i.  p.  441. 

f  -«Uian.  Var.  Hiû.  lib.  9.  cap.  8. 
Athen.  lib.  12.  cap.  II.  p.  541.  Euftath. 
ia  Odyfl*.  lib.  10.  p.  1804. 
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pcrmiflion  to  leave  Corinth,  and  tratcl  thiough  Givece.  The 
.  king  of  Macedon  received  him  with  diitindion  ;  and^  in  their 
firft  converfation,  Philip  aflced  him^  how  it  had  happened  that 
he  had  loft  that  kingdom,  of  which  his  father  had  kept  poffef-* 
lion  for  fo  long  a  time.  "  Becaufc,"  replied  he,  "  I  inherited 
the  power  of  my  father,  but  not  his  fortune  «."  A  Corinthian 
had  before  put  to  him  the  fame  queftion,  and  he  had  then  an- 
fwered,  **  When  my  father  afcended  the  throne,  the  people 
were  tired  of  the  democracy  ;  when  they  drove  me  from  it, 
they  were  weary  of  tyranny  \"  One  day,  at  the  table  of  the 
king  of  Macedon,  the  converGttion  turned  on  the  poetry  of  Dio* 
nyfius  the  elder  ;  when  Philip  a(ked  him,  what  time  his  father 
could  find  to  compofe  fo  great  a  number  of  works  :  '<  That," 
replied  he,  **  which  you  and  I  pafs  here  in  drinking  ».'* 

We  have  feen  above  *,  that,  after  the  death  of  his  brother, 
Timoleon  had,  for  fome  time,  left  Corinth,  and  for  ever  re* 
nounced  public  affairs.  He  had  paflèd  near  twenty  years  in 
this  voluntary  exile  ^f  when  the  people  of  Syracufe»  no  longer 
able  to  refift  their  tyrants,  implored  the  aid  of  the  Corinthians, 
from  whom  they  derived  their  origin.  The  latter  refolved  to 
levy  troops  \  but  as  they  hefitated  concerning  the  choice  of  a 
general,  fome  unknown  perfon  by  chance  mentioned  Timo- 
Jeon,  and  his  name  was  immediately  re-echoed  with  univerfal 
acclamation  ^  The  profecution  formerly  commenced  againft 
him  had  only  been  fufpended,  and  the  judges  now  refolved, 
that  the  deciiion  Oiould  be  referred  to  himfelf.  Timcdcon,  faid 
they  to  him,  according  to  the  manner  in  wluch  you  condu£l 
yourfelf  on  the  prefent  occafion,  we  fhall  conclude,  that  you 
have  put  tq  death  a  brother  or  a  tyrant  *". 

The  Syracufans  believed  themfelves  deftitute  of  all  refource. 
Icetas,  the  chief  of  the  Leontines,  whofe  fuccour  'they  had  de* 
manded,  thought  only  of  enilaving  them,  and  had  entered  into 


f  Id.  ibid.  lib.  ii.  ctp«  60. 
*  Plut.  Apopbth.  t.  V.  p.  17^ 
J  Id.in  Timol.  t.  i.  p.  443. 
«  See  Chap.  IX* 

-  4 


k  Plut,  in  Timol.  t.  i.  p.  158. 
1  Id.  ibid.  t.  i«  p.  «37. 
^  Id.  ibid.  p.  138,    Diod.  SiC.  KK 
xd.p.451?. 
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fta  alliance  with  tbe  Cartliaginians.  Mafter  of  S^rracufe^  he 
held  Dioayfitts  bcfiegcd  in  the  citadel,  and  the  fleet  of  Carthage 
cruifed  near  the  harbour  to  intercept  that  of  Corinth.  In  the 
iBterior  parts  of  the  ifland,  a  fatal  experience  had  taught  the 
Grecian  cities  to  diftruft  all  who  were  eager  to  oflTcr  them  aid  *» 

Timoleon  fet  fail  with  ten  galleys  and  a  fmall  number  of  foU 
diers  <*,  and»  efcaping  the  Carthaginian  fleet,  arrired  in  Italy» 
and  thence  proceeded  to  Tauromenium  in  Sicily.  Between 
that  city  and  Syracufe  is  the  city  of  Adranum,  fome  of  the  in* 
habitants  of  which  bad  invited  Icetas,  and  others  Timoleon  % 
who  both  marched  at  the  fame  time,  the  former  at  the  head  6i 
£vethoufand  men,  and  the  latter  with  twelre  hundred..  At 
thç  diftance  of  thirty  ftadia  from  Adranum,  Timoleon  learned 
that  the  troops  of  Icetas  had  arrived,  and  were  preparing  to  en* 
camp  around  the  city.  Immediately  he  haftened  his  march,  and 
fell  on  them  with  fuoh  impetuoûty,  and  in  fuch  good  order^ 
that  they  fled  without  refiftance,  leaving  him  mafter  of  their 
camp,  their  baggage,  and  a  great  number  of  prifoners. 
'  This  fuccefs  immediately  changed  the  difpofition  of  men's 
minds,  and  the  face  of  afllairs.  The  revolution  was  fo  rapid» 
that  Timoleon,  within  fifty  days  after  his  arrival  in  Sicily,  (aw 
the  di£ferent  ftates  of  that  ifland  court  his  alliance,  fome  of  the 
tyrants  join  their  forces  to  his  >^,  and  Dionyfius  himfelf  furren- 
der  at  difcretion,  and  give  up  to  him  the  citadel  of  Syracufie» 
with  the  treafures  and  troops  which  he  had  coUeâed. 

It  is  not  my  intention  minutely  to  defcribe  all  «the  circum- 
ftances  of  this  glorious  expedition  ;  I  fhall  only  iày,  that  if  Ti- 
mokon,  "while  yet  young,  ihowed  in  battle  the  maturity  of  an 
advanced  age,  he  exhibited,  in  the  decline  of  life,  all  the  w»:mth 
and  aâivity  of  youth  ^  ;  that  he  difplayed  all  the  talents  and 
qualities  of  a  jgreat  general;  that,  at  the  head  of  a  fmall  num- 
ber, of  troops,  he  delivered  Sicily  from  the  tyrants  by  which  it 


"  Id.  ibid.  p.  241.    Id.  ibid.  p.  461.  |      I*  Id.  ibid.  p.  «41  et  I43.    Id.  ibicf. 
*  Id<  ibié.  p.  sj>    Id.  ibid.  p.  éfi%,   I  p.  463. 

I     4  Id.  ibid.  p.  «i^. 
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was  oppreflcd,  and  defended  it  againft  a  power  ftill  more  iimxa^ 
dable,  that  wifhed  to  enflave  it  ;  that,  with  fix  thoufand  men^ 
he  put  to  flight  an  armjr  of  feventy  thoufand  Carthaginians  '  ; 
and|  in  a  word,  that  his  plans  were  formed  with  fo  much  wif- 
dom,  that  he  appeared  to  be  the  mailer  of  fortune,  ani  to  dif- 
pok  at  pleafure  of  events. 

But  the  glory  of  Timoleon  confifts  not  in  this  continuance  of 
rapid  fuccefs,  which  he  himfelf  attributed  to  fortune,  and  the 
luftre  of  which  he  transferred  to  his  country  *  ;  it  is  founded 
on  a  fuccei&on  of  conquefts  more  worthy  of  the  gratitude  of 
men* 

The  fword  had  deftroyed  one  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Si^^ 
cily,  and  great  numbers  of  thofe  who  remained,  flying  from  the 
oppreffion  of  their  tyrants,  were  difperfed  throughout  Greece, 
in  the  iflands  of  the  ^gean  fta,  and  on  the  coafts  of  Afia.  Co- 
rinth, animated  with  die  fame  fpirit  as  her  general,  engaged 
them  by  her  deputies  to  return  to  their  couiltry.  She  fupplied 
them  with  fhips,  leaders,  an  eficort,  and,  on  their  arriyal  in  Si<^ 
cily,  allotted  lands  to  be  divided  among  them.  At  the  fame 
time,  heralds  proclaimed,  on  the  part  of  the  Corinthians,  at  thé 
folemn  games  of  Greece,  that  they  acknowledged  the  indepen* 
dence  of  Syracufe  and  of  all  Sicily  ^ 

At  thefe  fliouts  of  liberty,  which  refounded  likewife  tlvough^^ 
out  all  Italy,  fix  thoufand  men  repaired  to  Syracufe  ;  fome  to 
enjoy  there  the  rights  of  citizens,  and  others  to  be  diilributed 
in  the  interior  parts  of  the  ifland  ". 

The  form  of  government  had  recently  undergone  frequent 
revolutions',  and  the  laws  had  bft  their  vigdur.  The  latter 
haà  been  drawn  up  for  the  Syracufans,  by  an  aflembly  of  en^ 
lightened  men,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  that  Diocles,  to  whofe 
memory  a  temple  wasereâed,  which  the  elder  Dionyfius  eaufed 


'  Id.  ibid.  p.  14S.  Diod.  Sic.  lib. 
Itf.  p.  471. 

•  Id.  ibid.  p.  350  et  453. 

<  Id.  ibid.  p.  247.  ÎDiod.  Sic.  lib. 
Xé.p.47», 


^  Id.  ibid.  Id.  ibid.  p.  473  ;  lib.  x^. 
p.  6$%. 

*  Ariftoti  do  Kep<  lib.  5.  c»p.  4>  ^ 
ii.  p.  390. 
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to  bè  ^Rtoliihed.  Thb  fe^ere  legiilator  had  forbidden  any 
perfea  m  appear  with  arms  in  the  forum,  under  pain  of  death* 
Some  time  after,  the  eitemy  having  made  an  incurlion  into  the 
environs  of  Syracufei  he  left  his  honfe  widi  a  fword'  in  his 
hand  )  aiid^  learning  at  thé  fame  tinie,  that  there  was  a  tumult 
in  the  forum,  he  immediately  ran  thither,  without  thinking  of 
the  weapoii  he  carried  with  him  ;  on  which^  fome  perfon  ex-* 
claimedi  'ï'ou  have  abrogated  your  own  law.  Sij  rather  S 
have  confirmed  it,  aiifwered  he^  and  inftantly  plunged  hia 
fword  into  hid  breaft  r. 

His, laws  èffabli(hed  ihe  democracy  )  but,  toi  cbrreÂ  thé  vice» 
of  this  government,  they  punifhed,  with  rigour,  every  fpecies  o£ 
injttftice,  and,  that  nothing  might  be  left  to  the  caprice  of 
judges,  ptx>vided  as  much  aé  poi&ble  a  decifiori  for  each  contei^ 
tation,  and  a  punifhment  for  every  offence.  Tet,  befides  that» 
they  are  ^thritten  iil  old  language,  theit  extreme  precifion  occa« 
{ions  obfcurity;  Timoleon  revifed  them,  in  conjunftion  with 
CephalUs  and  Dionyfius,  two  Corinthians^  whom  he  had  in« 
vitcd  to  affift  him  *é  Thofe  which  related  to  individuals  were 
preferved  with  expldnations  that  might  determine  their  meaner 
ing  ;  thofe  that  regarded  the  ëonftitutidn  were  amended,  and 
the  licentioufnefs  of  the  people  repreffed  without  detriment  to 
their  liberty.  To  enfurc  to  them  the  perpetual  enjoyment  of 
that  liberty,  he  invited  theni  to  deftroy  all  thofe  citadels  which 
had  beeome  the  haunts  of  tyrants  •* 

The  powerful  republic  of  Cartfiage  forced  to  fuc  for  peace 
to  the  Syracufans  ;  the  oppreflors  of  Sicily  fucceffively  extirpat- 
ed ;  her  cities  reftored  to  their  former  fplendour  )  her  fieldd 
covered  with  harvcfts  ;  a  flouriOiing  coniimerce^  concord,  and 
happinefs:  fuch  were  the  benefits  which  Timoleon  difiufed 
over  that  beautiful  country  ^,  and  fuch  the  fruits  vrfiich  he  him^  - 
felf  gathered^ 

■•       •    '      •  •       .-  .      .-        ■    ..-  ^       •  |.   : 

r  Diod»  Sic.  lib.  13.  p.  j6t.  I      *  Nep.  in  Timol.  cafk  j. 

2  Plut.  in"tiaaol.  p.  148.    Diod  Sic.  1.    ^  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  x$.  p.  473* 
lib.  13.  p.  263  ;  lib.  16.  p.  473.  I 
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Having  vofuntsrily  returned  to  'the  cQndition  of  a  pxivate  iti^ 
dividual,  he  faw  the  refpeû  paid  to  him  increafe  from  day  to 
day.  The  people  of  Syracufe  obliged  him  to  accept  in  their 
etty  a  diftinguiOied  houfe,  and  an  agreeable  retreat  in  the  envi* 
tonSf  where  he  pafled  his  days  in  peace  with  his  wife  and  chit 
dréh,  whom  he  had  fent  for  from  Corinth.  He  there  incef- 
iantly  received  the  tribute  of  efteem  and^  gratitude  which  was^ 
paid  to' him  by  the  Syraeufans,  wha  confidered  him  as  their  fe- 
eond  founder.  Whatever  treaties  or  regulations-  were  made 
throughout  Sicily,  he  was  reforted  to  from  every  place,  that 
diey  might  be  fubmitted  to  his  judgment' and  experience,  and 
nothing  was  done  without  his  approbation  ^. 

In  die  latter  part  of  his>  life  he  loft  his-  fight  ^.  The  Syncu* 
(ans,  more  aflèâed  at  his  misfortune  than  he  was  himfelf,  re- 
doubled their  refpeâ  and  attention.  They  brought  foreigners^ 
who  vifited  their  country  to  fee  him  :  Behold,,  faid  they,  our  be-^ 
nefaâor  and  our  father  !  He  has  preferred  to  the  fplendid 
triumph  which  awaited  him  at  Corinth,  to  the  glory  which  he 
would  have  acquired  in  GreecCi  the  pleafure  of  living  in  the 
midft  of  his- children  ^.^  Timoleon  retHimed  to  the  eulogiums, 
they  laviihed  on  him  only  this  modeft  anfwer  :  "  The  gods  had 
«decreed  to  fave  Sicily  :  I  thank  them  that  they  cbofe  me  to  be 
aie  inftrumîent  of  their  goodnefs  ^"  ^ 

The  love  of  the  Syracufans  fcnr  their  delif erer  was  (till  more 
confpicuous,  when  any  important  queftion  was  to  be  difcufled 
in  the  general  afifexùbly.  Deputies  were  fent  to  vequeft  his  pre- 
fence  ;  he  came  in  a  chariot }  and  the  moment  he  appeared  all* 
the  people  ialuted  him  with  loud  ihouts.  Timoleon  fainted 
them  in  return  )  and,  after  the  tranfports  of  joy  and  aâèâion 
had  fubfided,  infbnned  himfelf  of  the  fubjeâ  of  their  délibéra- 
tfons,  atid  gave  his  opinion,  v»^hich  the  whole  aflbmbly  adopted 
m  their  fufirages.  On  his  return,  he  again  crofled  the  foruoir 
feilowed  by  tlie  fame  acclamations  till  he  was  out  of  fight  ^, 
I  -  -  -    - •  -  I  ^' 

^  Plut,  in  Timor,  t.  i.  p.  253.  |      ^  Ncp.  ibid.  cap.  4. 

d  Nep.  in  Tixnol.  Cap.  4.  l*     *  Plut,  ihid» 

^  Plut,  in  T6aaiol  t.  i.  p.  254.  [ 
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The  Syracufans  never  believed  they  had  fufficiently  exprefied 
their  gratitude.  They  decreed^  that  his  birth-day  ibould  be  ce- 
lebrated as  a  feftival,  and  that  they  (hould  requeft  a  general 
from  Corinth  whenever  they  were  engaged  in  a  war  with  a  fo- 
reign nation  \ 

At  his  death»  th»;  public  grief  only  found  confolation  in  the 
honours  beftowed  on  his  memory.  Time  was  allowed  for  the 
inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  cities  to  repair  to  Syracufe^  to 
be  prefent  at  the  funeral  ceremonies.  Youths,  chofen  by  lot, 
bore  on  their  ihoulders  the  body  extended  on  a  couch  richly  or- 
namented. An  innumerable  n^ultitude  of  men  and  women 
followed,  crowned  with  flowers,  habited  in  white  robes,  and 
making  the  air  refound  with  the  name  and  praifes  of  Timoleon; 
but  their  groans  and  tears  ftill  more  evinced  their  afitâion  and 
their  grief. 

When  the  body  was  laid  on  the  funeral  pile,  a  herald  read 
-with  a  loi^d  voice  the  following  decree  :  "  The  people  of  Sy- 
racufe,  in  gratitude  to  Timoleon,  who  deftroyed  their  tyrants, 
conquered  the  barbarians,  reftored  feveral  great  cities,  and  gave 
laws  to  the  Sicilians,  have  refolved  to  confecrate  two  hundred 
min^f  to  his  funeral,  and  annually  to  honour  his  memory  by 
mufical  competitions,  horfe-races,  and  gymnaftic  games  K** 
,  Other  generals  have  fignalized  themfelves  by  more  fplendid 
cOnquefts,  but  none  ever  performed  aâions  fo  truly  great.  He 
imdertook  the  war  to  tStâ  the  deliverance  of  Sicily,  and,  when: 
he  had  completed  his  defign,  had  no  other  ambition  than  to  be 
beloved. 

He  caufed  the  fovereign  authority,  while  he  wafs  invefted 
with  it,  to  be  univcrfally  refpeâed  and  honoured  ;  and,  when 
he  had  refigned  it,  paid  it  equal  reverence  with  the  other  dû* 
zens.  One  day,  in  full  afTembly,  two  orators  dared  to  accufe 
him  of  malverfation  in  the  employments  he  had  held  ;  and 
when  the  people  rofe  againft  them  with  indignation,  Ttmôleon^ 


^  U.  ibid.    Nep.  in  Timol  cap.  5*  ^  H.  ibid.  p.  955, 
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reihaincd  them»  faying^  ^  I  have  only  undergone  fo  ifianf  la- 
bours, and  braFcd  foch  various  dangers,  to  enable  the  meaneft 
citizen  to  defend  the  laws,  and  freely  to  declare  his  opiillon  "^.^ 
He  exercifed  over  all  hearts  an  abfolute  dominion,  becaufe 
he  was  mild,  modeft,  fimple,  difmterefted,  and,  above  all,  un- 
impeachably  jufL  So  many  virtues  difarmed  thofe  who  might 
have  envied  the.  fplendour  of  his  aâions,  and  the  fuperioritjr  of 
his  alnlities.  Timoleon  experienced  that,  after  having  rendered 
great  fervices  to  a  nation,  it  is  fufficient  to  leave  it  to  itfelf  to 
become  the  objeél  of  its  adoration. 


CHAP.   LXIV. 

Continuation  of  the  Librairy  I     ThjJicSi     Kaiural  Htftory,     Genii. 

O^  niy  return  from  Perfitf ^  t  again  vifited  Euclid.  A  part  of 
his  library  (till  remained  which  I  wi&ed  to  examine  ;  and  I 
found  him  in  it,  in  company  with  Meton  and  Anaxiurchus. 
The  former  was  of  Agrigentum  in  Sicily,  and  of  the  fame  fa« 
nily  as  the  celebrated  Empedocles  ;  the  latter  was  of  Abdc^ra 
in  ThracC)  and  of  the  fchool  of  Democritus  :  each  had  a  bode 
in  his  hand,  and  appeared  abforbed  in  profound  meditation. 

EucHd  ihowed  me  feveral  treatifes  on  animals,  plants,  and 
foffils.  I  am  not  very  rich,  faid  he,  in  thefe  kind  of  works» 
for  a  tafte  for  natural  hiftory,  and  piiyfics,  properly  fo  called, 
has  only  been  introduced  among  us  within  thefe  few  years. 
Mot  but  feveral  men  of  genius  have  formerly  employed  them- 
felves  in  refearches  into  nature*  I  have  f<Mne  time  ago  fiiown 
you  their  works  \  and  you  recoUeâ,  no  doubt,  that  difcourfe 
in  which  the  high  prieft  of  Ceies  gave  you  a  fuccinâ  idea  of 
their  fyftems  *•  You  then  learned  that  they  fought  to  obtain 
a  knowledge  of  caufes  rather  than  efieâs,  of  the  matter  of 
beings  rather  than  their  forms  K 


k  Id.  ibid.  p.  253.    Nep«  ia  Tifflol.  I      >  Ariftot.  de  Ntt.  Aufcult.  \Sb.  «• 
cap-  5*  I  c^P*  2.  t.  i.  p.  329.   Id.  de  Part.  Anim* 

*  S«e  Cbftp.  'SXX»  I  lib.  z.  cap.  x.  t.  i.  p.  ^67  ct  ^5$. 
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*  Socrates  dircftcd  phaofophy  txnrard  pubKc  utility  j,  and  his 
difciplesj  after  his  example,,  dedicated  their  inquiries  to  the 
ftudy  of  man".  That  of  the  reft  of  the  univerfe,  fufpended 
during  near  a  century,  and  refumed  in  our  time,  is  continued 
yfnth  more  propriety  and  difcemment.  Thofe  general  queilions 
vrhich  were  the  fubjeft  of  difpute  among  die  ancient  philofo-» 
phc^  are  indeed  dtfcufled  ;  but  endeavours  are  made  at  the 
fame  time  to  afcend  from  efTeds  to  caufes,  and  from  the  knowii 
to  the  unknown".  With  this  view  our  philofopher^  defcend 
more  to  particulars^  and  begin  to  colleâ  and  compare  faâs. 

An  eflential  dcfe£l  formerly  retarded  the  progrcfs  of  fcience  r 
fufEcient  attention  was  not  paid  to  explain  the  eflence  of  each 
body  in  particular  °,  nor  to  define  the  terms  employed  ;  an4 
this  negligence  had  at  laft  infpired  fuch  diiguft,  that  the  ftudjr 
of  natural  philofophy  was  abandoned  precifely  at  the  moment 
when  the  art  of  definition  began^  that  is  to  fay,  in  die  time  o£ 
Socrates**.  ' 

Atahefe  words  Ani^Xarchus  and  Meton  approached  u^  Has 
not  Deniocritus,  faid  the  former,  given  accurate  definitions  î 
And  did  not  Empedpcles,  faid  the  latter,  pay  particular  atten* 
tion  to  the  analyfis  of  bodies  ?  More  f^quently  than  the  other 
philofophers,  anfwered  Euclid^  but  not  fo  often,  as  they  Ihould 
Jiave  done  *".  The  conversation  Aen  became  more  animated  j 
Euclid  warmly  defended  the  doârine  of  Ariftode  his  friend, 
and  Anaxarchus  and  Metwi  that  of  their  countrymen.  The 
latter  more  than  once  accufed  Ariftode  of  having  altered  in  his 
works  die  fyftems  of  the  ancients,  that  he  might  combat  them 
with  more  advantage  ^.  Meton  went  ftill  farther  ;  he  afiirmedi 
that  Ariftode,  Plato,  and  even  Socrates  himfelf,  had  borrowed 
from  the  writings  of  the  Pydiagoreans  of  Italy  and  Sicily  al- 


"^  Id.  dc  Ptrt*  Anim.  p.  pyx. 
^  Id.  ibid.  p.  967.    Id.  de  Nat.  Anf. 
cult.  Hb.  I.  cap.  I.  p.  315. 
^  Id.  de  ^Tsit.  Aofcult.  lib.  a.  ci^).  3. 

P  Id.  de  Part.  Anim.  lib.  I.  cap.  i, 
t.  Lp.p7Z.    Id.  Metaph.  lib.  z.  €ap. 


(.  t.  iL  p.  848. 

^  Id.  ibid*  p.  gyc 

'  Porphyr.  Vit.  Pjthng,  {  53.  p.  49. 
Bntck,  Hiftot.  Pbilof.  J>iifert.  Prdim. 
p.  14.  et  lib.  a.  cap.  z.  p.  464.  Mo&em. 
a4  Cudvr.  cap.  i*  {  7.  not.  j. 
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moft  all  that  they  had  taught  coocenung  nature,  politics,  amd 
inorals.  It  was  in  thofç  happy  countries,  added  he,  that  pbU 
lofophy  received  its  birth,  and  to  Pythagoras  are  manl^nd  in* 
debted  for  that  benefit  '• 

I  entertam  the  mpft  profound  veneration  for  that  great  man, 
anfwered  Euclid,  but  fince  he  and  other  philofophers  have  ap- 
propriated to  themfelves,  without  acknowledgment,  the  riches 
of  £gyt>t,  the  eaft,  and  all  the  nations  which  we  name  barba- 
{rians  S  have  not  we  the  fame  right  to  convey  them  into  Greece  i 
Let  us  mutually  pardon  each  other  thefe  thefts,  and  have  the 
courage  to  render  to  my  friend  the  juftite  which  he  merits. 
I  have  frequently  heard  him  fay,  that  opinions  fliould  be  dif« 
cufled  with  the  equity  of  ap  impartial  judge  "  :  if  he  has  of- 
fended againft^thb  rule,  I  condemn  him.  He  does  not  always 
^me  the  authors  from  whom  he  hzvs  derived  his  knowledge  ; 
becaufe  he  has  declared  in  general  that  his  defign  was  to  profit 
by  them  *.  He  cites  them  more  frequently  when  he  refutes 
them,  becaufe  the  celebrity  of  their  names  was  but  too  capable 
to  give  credit  to  the  errors  which  he  wifhed  to  deftroy, 

Ariftotle  has  availed  himfelf  of  the  treafures  of  knowledge 
accumi^lated  by  your  labours  and  ours  $  he  will  ^ncreafe  them 
by  his  own,  and,  tranfmitting  them  to  pofterity,  will  ereâ  the 
moft  noble  of  monuments,  nof  to  the  vanity  of  an<  individual, 
but  to  the  glory  of  all  the  fchools  of  Greece. 

I  was  acquainted  with  him  at  the  academy  i  our  friendfliip 
for  each  other  was  ftrengthened  by  time  ;  smd,  fince  he  has  left 
Athens,  I  have  maintained  with  hiip  an  unin^ermitting  corres- 
pondence* Ton  can  only  judge  of  him  from  the  fmal|  qunobcr 
of  works  which  he  has  publiihed  ;  inform  yourfelves  of  the  ex- 
tenfive  nature  of  his  cqmprehenfive  plans,  and  then  cenfure,  if 
you  can  dare  to  do  it,  his  errors  and  omifltQn^ 


•  Porphyr.  Vît.  Pythaj.  p.  49.  Ano- 
nyQ.  ftp.  Vbot.  p.  1316.  ' 

f  Tatian.  Orat.  ad  Oraec.  p.  a.  Clem. 
Alexandr.  Stromat.  lib.  5.  p.  355. 
Ipruck,  Hift.  Philo£i  lib.  1,  cap.  i.  p.  47. 


V  Ariftot.  de  CoeL  lib.  x.  cap.  xo.  t. 
L  p.  446. 

^  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  xo.  cap.  it.  t.  |i< 
p.  144. 
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17atare»  who  is  filent  t0  the  greater  part  of  men^  early  iiw 
Sformed  him,  that  (he  had  chofen  him-  for  her  confident  and  in« 
•terpreter.  I  fhall  not  tell  you  that,  bom  with  the  moft  hzppj 
difpofitions,  he  made  an  uncommonly  rapid  progreft  in  the 
fciences  and  artsj  that  In  his  early  youth  he  devoured  the 
works  of  the  philofophers,  and  relaxed  his  mind  alter  his  graver 
ftndies  with  the  writings  of  the  poets  ^  and  that  he  made  the 
knowledge  of  every  age  and  country  his  own  '  :  this  would  be 
to  praife  him  as  thegenera&ty  of  great  men  are  ^ raifed.  What 
he  is  ^ftinguifhed  by  is  the  tafte  and  genius  of  obfervation^ 
£he  faculty  of  uniting  in  his  refearches  the  moft  furprifing  aâi«* 
vity  with  the  moft  tenacious  conftancy  ;  and  that  piercing  dif« 
cemment,  that  extraordinary  fa^acity,  which  conduis  him  in- 
ftantaneoufly  te  cbnfequences,  and  almoft  inclines  us  to  believe 
that  his  mind  aâs  rather  by  inftinâ  than  by  refleâion  :  it  is» 
in  a  word,-  the  conception  that  the  whole  of  what  art  and  na^ 
ture  prefent  to  our  eyes  is  only  an  immenfo  fucceffion  of  faâs^ 
appertaining  aHtoone  common  chain,  and  frequently  too  fimt- 
lar  not  to  be  eafily  confounded,  and  too  different  net  to  require  > 
to  be  diftinguiihed.  Hence  the  courfe  he  has  taken  to  fecure 
his  progrefs  by  doubt  '  ;  to  enlighten  it  by  the  frequent  ufe  of 
definitions,  divifions,  and  fubdivifions  ;  and  not  to  advance  to- 
ward the  abode  of  truth  till  he  has  explored  the  confifaes  of  the 
'cnclofure  in  which  fhe  is  (hut  up* 

Such  is  the  method  which  he  will  follow  in  the  execution  of 
a  plan  that  any  other  than  Inmfelf  would  fear  to  attempt  ;  I 
mean  the  general  and  particular  hiftory  of  nature*  He  will  be- 
jin  (rom  the  great  and  ftupendous  mafles  ;  the  origin  or  eterni- 
ty of  the  world  ^  ;  the  caufes,  principles,  and  eflence  of  beings  ^^ 
the  nature  and  reciprocal  aâion  of  the  elements  ;  and  the 
compofition  and  diflblution  of  bodies  ^.    In  this  work  he  will 


r  Ammon.  Vît.  Aridot. 

2  Ariitot.  Meuph.  lib.  3.  cap.  i.  t. 
iL  p.  S58. 

'  *  Id.  de  Cœl.  lib.  1.  cap.  a.  t.  i.  p. 
^i2. 


b  Id.  de  Nat.  Aufcuit.  lib.  I  et  2. 
t.  i.  p.  315»  Uc.  là  Metaph.  t.  iL  pu 
83S. 

^  Id.  de  Gener.  et  Corropt.  t.  i.  p« 
4^3}  ^^'  ^Âog.  Laert.  lib.  5.  }  25. 
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jcevive  and  4Hcufs  the  queftioot  concermog  m&nitj,  motfoa^  a. 
vacuum,  fpace,  and  time  ^. 

He  ynïl  defcribe,  in  wbolç  or  in  par^»  whateve^r  exiits  or  paf- 
fes  in  the  hpavensj  and  in  the  interior  parts,  or  on  the  fuiface  of 
our  globe  ;  in  the  he^yens,  the  meteors  ^^  the  diftaaces  and  re- 
volutions of  the  planets,  the  nature  o£  die  ftars,  and  the  fph^es 
to  which  they  are  attached  ^  ^  in  the  bofom  of  the  earth,  foflUs, 
minerals  ft  and  the  violent  concuffions  which  oveitiim  the 
globe  f> }  and,  on  its  furf^ce,  the  fe;^  rivers  *,  plants  ^  ai|d  aid- 
jnals". 

As  man  is  fubjeft  to  m  infinity  of  neceffities  and  duties,  he 
«riU  confider  whatever  relates  to  him.  He  will  treat  of  the  ana* 
tomy  of  the  human  body  *,  the  nature  and  faculties  of  the 
feul°,  the  objeâs  and  organs  of  fenfationp,  the  rules  proper  to 
guide  the  moft  fubtle  (^ration^  of , the  m\ni  p,  ;^d  the  moft  £e- 
fset  emotions  of  the  heart  ^  ^  imd  on  lai^^s  f,  goyemments  ',  Icien- 
ces,  and  arts  ^  O4  all  thefe  interefting  objeâs  the  hiftoriaii  will 
iiaite  bis  own  judgment  and  experience  to  thofe  of  preceding 
i^es  'y  ^nd,  conformably  to  the  praâice  of  imay  philpfophe^r^ 
continually  apply  phyfics  tp  mpral$|  will  increafe  our  knowledge 
to  render  us  inore  happy. 

Such  is  the  plan  of  Ariftotl^,  as  far  ^s  J  have  been  able  to  un. 
derftand  it  from  his  conyerfations  and  his  letters  i  but  I  know 
not  whether  he  will  be  able  to  follow  the  order  which  I  have 
here  pointed  out.  And  wh^  ihoujd  he  not  ?  faid  I.  Becaufe^ 
anfwered  he,  certain  fubje<is  require  prelixninary  illuftrations. 


à  Ariftot  de  Hat.  Aufcult.  lib.  3,  4, 
He. 

*  Id.  Meteor.  1. 1.  p.  518. 

f  Id.  de  Cœl.  lib.  ».  t.  i.  p.  451.  Id- 
Aftrottona.  ap-  Biog.  Laert.  lib.  5.  |  26. 

(  Id.  Meteor.  ]S>.  3.  cap.  6. 1. 1.  p, 
583. 
-   H  Id.  ibid.  lib.  a.  cap.  8.  p.  566. 

I  Id.  ibid.  cap.  1.  p.  551,  Slc 

II  Diog.  taert.  lib.  5.  {  15. 

1  Ariftot.  Hiit.    Anîm.    Id  de  Ani- 
mal. Inccfl*.  Part.  Gcoer.  t.  i.    Diog. 
I^aert.  ibid. 
*  f  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i.  c^p.  7.  p.  768,  &c. 


p.  616.    Be 


Piog.  Laert.  ibid. 

°  Id.  de  Anim.  t.  1. 
Mem.  ibid.  p.  678. 

o  Id.  de  Senf.  ibid.  p.  €6%. 

'  Id.  Categ.  Analjt.  Topic,  t.  k  pu 
24.  Set.  Diog.  Laen.  ibid.  \  23  et  24. 

^4  Ariftot.  de  Mor.  Mago.  Mor.  De 
Virt.  et  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  3,  Jcc. 

'  Diag.  Laert.  ibid.  {-26. 

•  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  t.  ii.  p.  196. 

*  Diog.  Laert.  ibid.  Fabric.  Biblioth. 
Gr«c.  lib.  3.  caj).  6  ct  7.  t  ii.  p.  107^ 
&c. 
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l^diout  leaving  his  clofet,  in  Whidi  he  has  colleû'ed  a  moft  ra* 
luable  library  ^,  he  will  be  able  to  treat  cm  a  great  number  of 
iîibjeâs  ;  but  when  he  (hall  come  to  gwe  the  defcriptioa  and  his- 
tory of  all  the  animals  fcattered  over  the  earth,  what  a  long  and 
laborious  courfe  of  obfervations  will  be  required  to  complete 
fuch  a  work  I  Yet  his  courage  is  ^only  rendered  more  ardent  bf 
pbftacles  ;  and,  befides  the  materials  of  which  he  is  already  in 
pc^ffion,  he  fçundç  yery  rçafonable  hopes  on  the  patronage  of 
Philip,  whofe  efteem  he  has  defervedly  fcquired  ^  |  and  on  that  ù£ 
Alexander,  whofe  education  he  has  undertaken  to  fuperintend. 
If  it  be  |rue,  as  is  reported,  that  this  young  prince  has-  already 
manifeftcd  a  lively  tafte  for  the  fcicnces  ',  we  may  hope  that 
when  he  comes  to  the  throne  he  will  çnable  his  tutor  to  proceed 
fuccelsfully  in  his  defign  ^« 

Scarcely  had  £uc|id  ended  when  Anaxarchus  thus  replied  :  I 
might  attribute  to  Democritus  the  fame  plan  that  you  have  a? 
fcribed  to  Ariftotle*  I  here  fee  the  numberlefs  works  which  he 
has  publifhed  on  nature,  and  the  different  parts  of  the  uniyerfe } 
on  animals,  plants,  the  foul  of  man,  hiç  fenies,  duties,  and  vir- 
tues  ;  on  medicine,  anatomy,  agriculture,  logic,  geometry,  aftro- 
nomy,  geography,  and,  I  will  add,  on  mufic  and  poetry  ».  I 
fhall  not  fpeak  of  that  enchanting  ftyle  by  which  he  has  diffufed 
graces  over  the  mod  abftraô  fubjefts.  He  is  univcrfally  allow- 
€d  to  merit  the  firft  rank  among  thofe  natural  philofophers  who 
have  referred  etkâs  to  caufes.  In  his  writings  we  admire  a 
fucceffion  of  novel  ideas,  fometimes  too  bold,  but  often  happy. 
Tou  know  that,  after  the  example  of  Leycif^us,  his  mafter, 
whc^e  fyftem  he  brought  to  perfeâion  ^,  he  admitted  a  vacuum, 
atoms,  and  vortices  ;  that  he  confidered  the  moon  as  another 


V  Stnb.  lib.  13.  p.  668.  Aid.  Oell. 
No<a.  Att.  lib.  3.  cap.  17. 
'  *  Aul.  Gell.  lib.  9.  cap.  3.  Ammon. 
Vit.  Arilcot.  ^liau.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  4. 
^ap.  19. 

y  Plut  de  Fortf  Aleund.  t.  ii.  p. 
^»7,3a8,fitç. 


2  Flin.  lib.  8.  cap.  zd.  t.  i.  p.  445. 

*  Diog.  Lacrt.  lib.  9.  J  46.  Fabric. 
Bibl.  Grace,  t.  i.  p.  803. 

b'  Ciccr.  dc  Orat.  lib.  i.  cap.  ix.  f. 
i.  p.  141. 

^  Brack.  Hift.  Philofoph.  t.  i  fk 
i|?7' 
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«arth,  c^ered  widi  inbabiiants'  ;  dut  he  thought  the  xnXSkjw 
way  to  confift  of  a  muhitude  àf  fmall  ftars  ^  ^  that  he  reiaced 
all  our  fenfcs  to  that  of  feeling  ^  ;  and  that  he  conftantly  denied 
that  colours  and  other  fenfihle  qualities  were  inherent  in  bo* 
dies*. 

Some  of  thefe  ideas  had  htfort  been  fiiggefted  >*»  but  he  had 
the  merit  of  adopting  and  extending  thenu  He  was  the  firft 
who  conceited  others  ;  and  pofterity  may  be  enaUed  to  deter- 
mille  ifhether  they  were  fallies  of  genius  or  wanderings  of  the 
mind  :  future  ages  may  perhaps  difcover  with  certainty  what 
he  has  only  been  able  to  conjeâure.  If  I  could  fufpeâ  your 
philofophers  of  jealoufy^  I  fliould  fay  that,  in  their  works^  Plato 
afièâs  not  to  name  him|  and  Ariftotle  incefiandy  to  attack 
him. 

Euclid  exclaimed  againft  this  cenfure  ;  and  the  queftions  al- 
ready treated  were  refumed.  Sometimes  each  combatant  fuf- 
tained  the  conteft  without  a  fécond,  and  fomedmes  the  third 
had  to  defend  himfelf  againft  the  attacks  of  the  other  two.  ( 
ihall  fupprefe  the  particulars  of  the  difpute,  to  give  the  conclu- 
ions I  drew  from  it  ;  and  expiait^  in  a  few  words,  the  opinions 
«f  Ariftode  and  Empedocles  on  the  origin  and  government  of 
the  univerie.  I  have  already,  in  another  place^  given  that  of 
Democritus  on  the  fame  fubjeâ  *• 

All  the  philofophers,  faid  Euclid,  have  taught  that  the  world 
was  produced  \  always  to  continue,  according  to  fome  ^  one  day 
to  hav«  an  end,  as  others  affirm  ;  and,  according  to  a  third 
dafs,  to  terminate,  and  be  reproduced,  at  periodical  intervals. 
Ariftotle  maintains  that  the  world  always  has  been,  and  always 
will  exift  K  Permit  me  to  interrupt  you,  faid  Meton.  Befoie 
Ariftotle,  lèverai  of  our  Pythagoreans,  and  among  others  Ocel- 


d  Plat,  de  PUc.  PhiloC  lib.  2.  cap. 
65.  t  u.  p.  89L. 

,     *  Ariftot.  Meteor,  lib.  x.  ctp.  8.  t.  i. 
f.  ^38.  Pint.  ibid.  p.  893. 
'  <  Id.  deSenf.  cap.  4.  t.  i.  p.  669. 
I  Id,  de  Anim.  1. 3.  c.  i.  t.  i.  p.  64$» 


Sext.  Empir.  adv.  Lofic.  lib.  y.p.  ^9. 

1>  Id.  de  Scnf.  cap.  4.  t.  i.  p.  66^, 

•  Sec  Chap,  XXX. 

i  Ariftot.  de  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  f. 
cap.  1. 1.  i.  p.  409.  Id.  dc  Coel.  lib.  f. 
cap.  ic.  p.  447. 
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kis  of  Lucanta»  had  admitted  the  eternity  of  the  world  K  I  con- 
fds  it,  rejdied  Euclid,  but  Ariftotle  has  fupported  the  opinion 
by  new  proofs*  I  ihall  confine  myfelf  to  thofe  which  he  derives 
from  the  nature  of  motion.  If  motion,  fays  he,  has  had  a  be- 
ginning, it  muft  originally  have  begun  in  pre*exifting  beings  i 
vhich  beings  muft  eitlier  have  been  produced,  or  have  exifted 
from  all  eternity.  In  the  former  cafe  they  could  not  have  been 
produced  but  by  a  motion  prior  to  that  which  we  fuppofe  to 
have  been  the  fi^ft  :  and,  in  the  latter,  we  muft  fay  that  thefe 
beings  before  they  were  moved  were  at  reft  $  but  the  idea  of 
reft  always  contains  in  it  that  of  a  fufpenfion  of  motion,  of 
which  it  is  the  privation  '•    Motion  therefore  is  eternal. 

Some  admit  the  eternity  of  matter,  and  afcribe  an  origin  to 
the  univerfe.  The  parts  of  matter,  fay  they,  were  agitated 
without  order  in  chaos  till  tlie  moment  in  which  they  united 
to  form  bodies.  We  anfwer,  that  the  motion  of  tHefe  particles 
xnuft  have  been  conformable  or  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nature  % 
fince  it  is  impofllble  we  ihould  conceive  any  other.  If  it  was 
conformable  to  thofe  laws,  the  world  muft  always  have  exifted  ; 
and  if  it  was  contrary  to  them,  it  never  could  have  had  a  be« 
ing  *,  for,  in  the  former  cafe,  the  particles  of  matter  would  of 
themfelves  have  aflumed,  from  all  eternity,  that  arrangement 
which  they  ftill  preferve  ;  and,  in  the  latter,  they  never  could 
have  fallen  into  it,  fince  a  motion  contrary  to  nature  muft  fepa- 
rate  and  deftroy,  and  cannot  unite  and  conftruâ  °.  And  Ëow  is 
it  poi&ble  to  conceive  that  irregular  motions  fhould  have  been 
able  to  compofe  fuch  fubftances  as  the  bones,  flelh,  and  other 
parts  of  the  human  body  °  ?      ' 

We  perceive,  throughout  nature,  a  fucceffion  of  moving 
forces,  which,  aâing  one  upon  the  other,  produce  a  continuity 
of  caufes  and  effeâs.  Thus  the  ftone  is  moved  by  the  ftaff'', 
the  ftaff  by  the  arm,  the  arm  by  the  will,  &c.     As  the  feries  of 


k  Ocell.  Lttcin.  cap.  2. 
1  Ariftot.  4e  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  8. 
cap.  1. 1.  i.  p.408, 
'^  Id.  C«L  Ub.  3.  cap.  %,  t*  i.  p.  475. 


n 


Id.  ibid.  lib.  i.  cap.  3.  t.  i.  p.  433* 
^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  2.  p.  475. 
P  Id.  de  Nat.  Aufaiit.  lib.  8.  cap.  5. 
.  ii.  p.  415. 
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tliefc  forcss  cannot  be  continned  ta  infinity  ^,  it  miift  enâ  m 
fome  moring  powers,  or  rather  in  one  fingk  moving  poorer,  the 
cxiftemce  of  which  has  been  front  all  etrmitj  and  of  neceffity  ^ 
Thi»  power  is  the  firft  apd  moft  excellent  of  beings  ;  it  is  God 
himfelf,  intelligent^  immutable^  imrifible,  and  unextended  % 
who<  refides  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  world,  and  there 
enjoys  ineffable  Uiis  in  the  contemplation  of  himfelf  ^. 

As  his  power  b  ever  in  aâion,  he  commnnicates,  and  wiQ 
uninterruptedly  conuminicate,  motion  to  the  primum  mobile  ^, 
to  die  cekftial  fphere  in  which  are  the  fixed  ftars.  He  has 
communicated  it  from  aU  eternity  ^  and,  in  faâ^  what  power 
could  have  enchained  his  arm,  or  (hall  hereafter  be  able  to  con* 
fine  it  i  Why  fliould  motion  have  begun  at  one  epoeha  rather 
|han  another,  or  why  ibould  it  one  day  ceafe  '  ? 

The  motion  of  the  primum  mobile  communicates  itielf  to  the 
kiferiof  fpheres,  and  caufes  them  to  revolve  dromally  from  eaft 
to  weft  ;  but  each  of  them  has  befides  one  or  feveral  motions, 
direâed  by  eternal  and  immaterial  fubftances  ^. 

Theié  fecondary  agents  are  fubordinate  to  the  firft  mover  *, 
fiearly  in  the  <ame  manner  as  in  an  arnl^  the  ofiRccrs  are  to  Ac 
general  *.  This  opinion  is  not  novel.  According  to  ancient 
traditions  the  Divinity  pervades  all  nature  j  and  though  thcfe 
traditions  may  have  been  disfigured  by  monftrous  fables,  they 
ftill  clearly  prefcrvc  the  remains  of  the  true  doÛrinc  \ 

The  primum  itiobile  being  put  in  motion  by  the  immédiate 
adion  of  the  firft  mover,  an  aâion  ever  fimplc  and  ever  the 
fiime,  ei^riences  no  change,  and  is  incapaUe  of  generation  or 


«  M.  iMd.  Id.  Metftpb.  libw  14.  cap. 
S,  t.  ii.  p.  1003. 

'  Id.  Metaph.  lib.  4.  c«p.  S.  p*  SSa. 
£  7  U4>.  14*  cap.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  icoo.  D. 

*  Id.  de  Nat.  Aufcalt.  lib.  8.  cap. 
4  et  7.  t.  i.  p.  4XS{  cap.  15.  p.  430.  Id. 
Metaph.  lib.  14.  cap.  7  ct  S.  t.  ii.  p. 
icoi. 

^  Id.Metapb.  lib.  14.  cap.  f.  t.  it.  p. 
ICC4.  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  10.  cap.  8.  t.  ii. 
f,  139.  £.  Id.  Ma^.  Mor.  lib.  a.  cap. 
15.  p.  i^ 


^  Id.  Mctapfi.  lib  14.  cap.  6,  p.  999; 
cap.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  100 1.  Id.  4e  Nau  Att* 
fcult.  lib.  8.  cap.  15.  t.  i.  p.  430. 

'  Id.  de  Nat.  Aufcvlt.  lib.  8*  cap.  1. 
p.  409  et  41a 

y  Id.  Metapb.  fib.  14.  cap.  8.  t.  it. 
p.  i»02,  Bruck.  t.  i.  p.  831. 

'  Id.  Genér.  lib.  a.  cap.  la  t.  i.  p. 

5*5- 

*  U,  Metaph.  lib.  14^  rap.  la  t.  ii.. 
p.  1004. 
\     b  Id.  ibid,  cap^  l^t.  ii.  p.  xooj.  0* 
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OHTttp^n  ^.    It  1$  m  tkis  cdnftant  iind  trauiquil  uniformity  tha^ 
the  attribute  of  imnioitality  is  efpecîally  refplendent. 

The  ÙLiac  is  true  of  the  inferior  fpheres  ;  but  the  diverfity  of 
their  motions  produces  on  the  earth,  and  in  the  fublunary  re- 
gion continual  changesi  fuch  as  the  difiblutîon  and  reproduc- 
tion of  bodies  ^. 

EtioKd,  after  having  endeavoured  to  demonftrate  the  connect 
tion  of  thefe  cSc€tBf  with  the  caufes  which  he  had  afTigned  to 
thenii  continued  as  follows  : 

The  excellence  and  beauty  of  the  univerfe  confift  in  the  order 
and' regularity  by  which  it  is  perpetuated  *  ;  a  regularity  which 
fhines  more  confpicuoufly  in  the  heavens  than  on  tlie  earth  f, 
and  Id  which  all  beings  more  or  lefs  dircâlf  tend.  As^  in  a 
^pvell  regulated  family  f,  the  free-men,  flaves,  and  beads  of  bur- 
dea^  all  concur  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Titde  community  with 
more  or  lels  zesi  or  fiiccefs  according  as  thçy  are  more  or  lefo 
remoired  from  the  peribn  of  the  mafter  ;  in  like  manner,  in  the 
general  fyftem  of  things,  all  efibrts  are  direâed  to  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  whole  with  more  promptitude  and  concert  in  the 
heavens,  where  the  influence  of  the  iirft  mover  more  immedi- 
^ely  aâs  ;  but  with  greater  negligence  and  confufion  in  the 
fublunary  regions,  becaufe  they  are  more  remote  from  his  eye  K 
From  this  univerfal  tendency  of  all  beings  to  the  fame  pur«- 
^ofe,  it  refttlts  that  nature,  far  from  giving  birth  to  any  thing 
nfelefs,  ever  feeks  to  produce  what  is  the  beft  poffible  \  and 
propofes  to  herfelf  an  end  in  all  her  operations  K 

At  thefe  words,  the  two  ftrangers  exclaimed,  at  the  fame 
time.  But  why  recur  to  final  caUfes  ?  And  who  has  told  you 
that  nature  has  chofen  that  which  is  beft  adapted  to  each  fpe- 
cies  of  beings  ?     It  rains  on  our  fields  ;  but  is  it  to  fertilize 


^  Id.  Gftter.  tib.  s.  cap.  to.  t.  i.  (k 

dji,lh\i,  et  lib.  9.  cap.  xo.  p.  525. 

^  Id.  Meuph.  lib.  14.  cap.  10.  t.  ii. 
p.  10^4^  ' 

f  Id.  depart.  Antm.  lib.  i.  cap.  1. 1. 
Î.  p.  J70.  A. 

(  id*  Metapb*  Ub.  14-  cap.  l^  t  ii. 


p.  524.  U.  de  Part.  Anio.  lib.  i.  cap. 
X.  t.  i.  p.  970. 

1  Id<  de  Coel.  lib.  2.  cap.  5.  t.  i.  p.  458  ; 
cap.  XI.  p.  463.  Id  de  Gener.  ibid.  p. 
525. 

k  Id.  de  Nat.  Aufcult*  lib.  a,  cap.  S. 
t.  i.  p.  336.  Id.  de  Aoiffl.  ZaceC  cap* 
3-  P-  734- 
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them  ?  Certainly  not.  It  is  only  becaufe  the  vapours,  attrad-* 
ed  by  the  fun,  and  condenfed  ^by  the  cold|  acquire,  by  their  u- 
nion,  a  heavinefs  which  compels  them  to  defcend  upon  the 
carth«  They  are  accidentally  the  caufe  of  the  growth  of  our 
com,  and  rot  it  when  heaped  up  in  the  barn.  It  is  by  accident 
that  we  have  fome  teeth  convenient  for  the  feparating,  and  o« 
tfaers  proper  for  the  maftication,  of  our  food  K  In  the  origin 
of  things,  added  Meton,  when  chance  produced  the  firft  rude 
(ketches  of  animals,  it  formed  heads  which  were  not  affixed  to 
necks  ™.  Soon  after,  men  appeared  with  the  heads  of  bulls, 
and  bulls  with  human  faces".  Thefe  faûs  are  confirmed* by 
tradition,  which,  immediately  after  the  difentanglement  of  chaos, 
places  the  birth  of  giants,  bodies  provided  with  a  great  number 
of  arms,  and  men  who  had  but  one  eye  ®.  Thefe  races  periib- 
ed  from  fome  defeft  in  their  conformation,  while  others  have 
remained.  Inftead  of  faying,  as  (hould  have  been  faid,  that  the 
latter  were  better  organifed,  it  hais  been  imagined,  that  there  is 
a  proper  adaptation  of  their  organs  to  their  pretended  end. 

Scarcely  any  one  of  the  philofophers,  replied  Euclid, 'has  ad- 
mitted what  is  called  chance  or  fortune  as  a  principle  p.  Thefe 
vague  words  have  only  been  employed  to  explain  eilèâis  which 
have  not  been  forefeen,  or .  thoie  which  proceed  from  remote, 
or  hitherto  unknown  caufes  *».  Properly  fpeaking,  fortune  and 
chance  produce  nothing  of  themfelves*,  and  if,  in  conformity 
to  cuftomary  language,  we  admit  them  as  accidental  caufes,  we 
do  not  the  lefs  confider  intelligence  and  nature  a^  the  primary 
caufes  ^ 

'  You  are  not  ignorant,  faid  Anaxarchus,  that  the  word  nature 
has  feveral  acceptations  :  in  what  fenfe  do  you  now  employ  it  ? 
I  underftand  by  tliis*  word,  replied  Euclid,  the  principle  of  mo- 


1  Ariftot.  de  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  2. 
cap.  8.  t.  i.  p.  336. 

™  £mped.  tp.  Ariftot.  de  Anim.  lib. 
3.  cap.  7.  t.  i.  p.  654.  Id.  de  Cœl.  lib. 
5.  cap.  a.  t.  i.  p.  476. 

»  Id.  de  Na%  Aufcult.  lib.  ».  cap.  8. 
t.  i.  p.  336.    riut.  adv.  Colot.  t.  ii.  p. 


1123.  ^^<^D*  Hift.  Anim.  lib.  Itf.  cap. 
«9. 

^  Horn.  Hefiod.  ^fchyL  ap.  Strab. 
lib.  I.  p.  43;  lib.  7.  p.  299. 

P  Arittot.  df  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  «. 
cap.  4.  t.  i.  p.  332. 

*»  Id.  ibid.  cap.  5.  p.  333- 

'  Id.  ibiil.  cap.  6,  p.  335» 
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tion,  which  is  felf-exiftent  in  the  elements  of  fire,  air,  earth, 
and  water  *.  Its  aâion  is  ever  uniform  in  the  heavens,  but 
frequently  refifted  by  qbftacles  in  the  fublunary  region.  For 
cxampk,  the  natural  property  of  fire  is  to  afcend,  yet  a  foreign 
force  frequently  obliges  it  to  take  an  oppofite  direâion  ^  Thus^ 
with  refpeâ  to  this  lower  region,  nature  is  not  only  the  princi- 
ple of  motion,  but  alfo  accidentally  of  reft  and  change  "• 

Nature  prefents  us  with  regular  and  Gonflant  revolutions,  and 
efFeâs  that  are  invariable,  or  almofl  always  the  fame.  Suffer 
me  to  call  your  attention  only  to  the  latter,  and  afk  you  whe« 
ther  it  is  pofBble  you  fhould  confider  them  as  fortuitous'. 
Without  enlarging  on  the  admirable  order  which  is  confpicuous 
in  the  fuperior  fpheres^  I  will  content  myfelf  with  afking  you» 
whether  it  is  by  chance,  that  rain  is  conflantly  more  frequent 
in  winter  than  in  funmier,  and  the  heat  more  powerful  in  funw 
mer  than  in  winter  y.  Caft  your  eyes  on  plants,  and  principal- 
ly on  animals,  in  which  nature  difplays  herfelf  in  charaâer» 
moft  dtftinâ.  Though  the  latter  aâ  without  inquiry  and  de- 
liberation, their  actions  neverthelefs  are  fo  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pofe  intended,  that  it  has  been  doubted,  whether  fpiders  and 
ants  are  not  endowed  with  underftanding.  But  if  the  fwallow 
has  a  defign  in  building  her  nefl,  and  the  fpider  in  weaving  her 
web  'f  if  plants  are  covered  \^ith  leaves  to  defend  their  fruits  ; 
aqd  if  their  roots,  inftead  of  rifing  into  the  air,  make  their  way 
downwards  into  the  earth,  to  imbibe  its  nourifhing  juices  ;  fhall 
we  not  be  compelled  to  acknowledge»  that  the  final  caufe  is 
clearly  demonftrated  in  theie  effc£b,  conflantly  repeated  in  the 
fame  n^azmer  '  ? 

Art  fometimes  fails  to  attam  its  end,  even  when  it  employs 
refleâion,  and  fometimes  attains  it  without  $  but  it  is  not  the 
lefs  true,  that  it  always  lias  an  end  in  view.     The  fame  may  be 


*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  cap.  i.  p.  ^%y  ;  lib. 

.CJ 

c 


3.  cap.  I.  p.  359. 

<  Id.  de  Ganer.  lib:  %.  cap.  C  t.  L  p. 


"  Id.  de  Nat.  Aufcuit.  lib.  %.  cap.  i. 

t.i.  p.3*7- 
*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  5.  p.  3$$. 
y  Id.  ibid.  cap.  8.  p.  336  et  337. 
'  Id.  ibid. 
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f«d  of  riatiirci  On  the  one  hand»  obftacles  impede  her  opérai 
dons,  arid  monfters  are  her  failures  '•  Oa  the  other,  by  com^ 
pelling  creatures  incapable  of  refiedion  to  produce  other  crea- 
tures like  themfelves,  (he  coiiduâs  them  to  the  end  (he  has 
propofed  in  her  works^  And  what  is  th£s  end  ?  The  perpe* 
tuating  of  the  fpecies.  What  is  the  greateft  good  of  thefe  fpe* 
cîes  ?    Their  eïiftence  arid  prefenration  \ 

While  Euclid  thus  explained  the  ideas  of  Artftod^,  Anaxar^ 
chus  and  Meton  forced  him  to  make  confeilions,  which  they 
£oon  after  employed  againft  him. 

You  acknowledge,  faid  they,  a  God,  à  fitft  hiover,  whofe  im^ 
mediate  adiori  eternally  maintains  order  in  the  heatens  ;  but 
you  do  not  infof  m  us  how  far  his  influence  extends  on  earths 
When  prefTed  by  out  obje<9tioris,  you  have  at  firft  affirmed,  that 
bearen  and  nature  are  dependant  on  him  ^.  Tou  have  after-* 
wards  faid,  with  reftriftion,  that  all  motion  is  in  /onu  manner 
fttbordinate  to  him  '  ;  that  he  appears  to  be  the  caufe  and  prin- 
ciple of  all  things  ^  ;  that  hi  appears  to  exterid  his  care  to  human 
affairs  ^.  You  have  afterwards  added,  that  in  the  uriiverfe  he 
can  only  behold  himfclf,  for  that  the  fight  of  guilt  and  difetder 
would  be  a  pollution  to  his  eyes  '  ;  that  he  can  neither  be  thé 
ftuthot  of  the  profpcrity  of  the  wicked,  nor  of  the  misfortunes 
of  the  good  "*.  Why  all  thefe  doubts  and  reftriÔions  ?  Ex- 
plain yourfelf  openly.  Does  the  Divine  Bebg  extend  his  pro* 
viderice  to  mankind  ? 

In  the  fame  manner,  replied  Euclid,  that  the  maftet  of  a  fa* 
mily  extends  his  care  to  the  loweft  of  his  flaves  K  The  regula^^ 
tions  he  has  eftabliihed  for  the  general  benefit  of  his  houfe,  and 
not  their  particular  advantage,  fubfift  the  fame,  though  they  fro* 


«  Id.  ibid.  p.  337. 

h  Id.  de  Gener.  libt  a.  cap.  10.  pi 

c  Id.  Meupb.  lib.  14^  cap.  7.  t^  ii. 
p.  I  coo.  E. 
d  Id.  de  Gener.  lib.  9.  cap.  10.  t.  i. 

p.  Q2S,  ^ 

^  Id.  ^fetaph.  lib.  x.  cap.  a.  p*  841. 


f  Id.  de  Mon  lib.  zo.  cap.  9.  t  iL  p* 
X40.  £. 

S  Id.  Metaphi  lib.  14.  cap*  p.  t.  il.  p. 
ioa4.    I>u  Val.  Synopfw  Analyt.  ibid. 

p.  121. 

ta  Id.  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  a*  cap.  8.  t.  H. 
p.  1S5.  A. 
1  Id.  Metaph.  lib.  14.  cap.  it.  t.  v» 

p.  2004* 
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quentiy  oiFcnd  agahill  them.  He  difregatds  their  difiènfSonS» 
and  the  vices  iafeparable  from  their  nature.  If  their  number  i^ 
reduced  by  flcknefs,  or  If  they  deftroy  each  other,  they  arc  foon 
replaced.  Thus,  in  the  little  comer  of  the  univerfe  in  which 
men  refide,  order  is  mainuincd  by  the  general  impulfe  of  the 
will  of  the  Supreme  Being.  Thd  revolutions  which  this  globe 
experiences,  and  the  evils  which  affliâ:  hiiman  nature,  ohftruft 
not  the  progrefs  of  the  univerfe  ^  the  earth  ilill  endures }  gene-* 
rations  fucceed  generations  ^  and  the  great  obje^  of  the  firft 
mover  is  fulfilled  ^. 

You  muft  excufe  me,  faid  Euclid,  if  I  do  not  enter  more  cir* 
cumftantially  into  the  queftion.  Ariftotle  has  iiot  yet  explain- 
ed this  fubjeâ,  and  perhaps  he  will  entitely  omit  it  ;  for  he  is 
more  attentive  to  the  principles  o^  phyfics  than  to  thofe  of  theo- 
logy K  I  am  not  even  certain,  that  I  have  properly  underftood 
his  ideas  ;  apd  the  explanation  of  an  opinion  with  wldcb  we  ^ 
are  onlv  acquainted  by  ihort  converfations,  without  fuccei&on 
or  conneâion,  too  often  refembks  thofe  works  which  are  diC^ 
figured  by  the  inattention  or  ignorance  of  the  copyifts. 

Ettslid  was  now  filent,  arid  Meton  fpoke  as  follows  ;  Empe^ 
docles  rendered  his  country  illuftrioUs  by  his  laws  *,  arfd  ex- 
tended  and  embelliihed  philofc^hy  by  his  writings^  His  poem 
on  Nature  °,  and  all  his  works  in  verfe,  abound  ift  beaiuties 
which  Homer  hiiiifelf  might  have  owned  ^. ,  I  gram,  neverthe- 
lefs,  that  his  metaphors,  however  happy  they  may  be,  are  inju* 
rious  tû  the  precifion  of  his  ideas,  and  fometinKes  only  fierve  to* 
cail  a  fplendid  veil  over  the  operations  of  nature  <*•  As  to  hi^ 
opinions,  he  fpllowed  Pythagoras,  not  with  the  blincj  defereïic^ 
of  a  common  (bldier,  but  with  the  noble  audacity  of  (he  leader 
of  a  party,  and  with  the  independence  of  a  nitû  who  would 
rather  have  chofcn  to  be  a  private  individual  1»  a  fre^crty,  thtfn 


^  Id.  dc  Geaer.  Jib.  2.  ca^  10.  t.  i 

>  ProcL  in  Tim.  p.  90. 
"  Dioj.  |»crt.  lib.  «.  §  66, 


;  Id.  ibid.  }  77. 
®  Id.  ibid.  J  57. 
P  Ariaot.  AC«t«or.  Ub.  t  Cif.3.  t 
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to  rule  over  flavcs  *».  Though  he  principally  direâed  his  at» 
tention  to  the  phenomena  of  nature,  he  has  neverthelefs  ex* 
plained  his  opinion  on  firft  caufes. 

In  this  world,  which  is  only  a  fmall  portion  of  the  whole, 
and  beyond  which  there  is  neither  motion  nor  ltfe%  we  diftin- 
guiih  two  principles;  the  one  aélive,  which  is  God,  and  the 
Other  paffive,  which  is  matter  *• 

God,  who  is  the  fupreme  intelfigence,  and  the  fource  of  truth, 
can  only  be  conceived  by  the  mind  '*  Matter  was  only  an  af 
femblage  of  fubtle,  fimilar,  round,  and  immoveable  parts  ",  pof* 
feiEng  eflentially  two  properties,  which  we  fhaU  defign  by  the 
names  of  love  and  hatred,  defttned  the  one  to  unite  and  tlie 
other  to  feparate  thefe  parts  ».  To  form  the  world,.  God  only 
beftowed  aâivity  on  thefe*  two  moving^  forces,  tiU  then  enchain- 
ed* Immediately  they  exerted  their  powers,  and  the  chaos  was 
•violently  agitated  by  all  the  fury  of  hatred  and  lave.  In  its  bo- 
fom,  upturned  from  its  immeiife  abyfTes,  torrents  of  matter  irn- 
petuoufly  rolled,  and  dalhed  againft  each  other.  The  fimilar 
parts,  by  turns  attraâed  and  repulfed,  at  length  united  and 
formed  the  four  elements  y,  which,  after  new  conflits,  produ- 
ced deformed  natures  and  monftrous  beings  %  that  were  after- 
wards fucceeded  by  bodies  of  more  perfeâ  organization. 

Thus  the  world  arofe  out  of  chaos,  and  thus  (haU  it  again  re- 
turn into  it  ;  for  whatever  is  compofed  has  a  beginning,  a  mid- 
dle, and  an  end.  Every  part  is  in  motion  and  exifts,  while  love 
makes  one  fingle  thing  of  many,  and  hatred  many  thiifgs  from 
one  '  :  but .  the  whole  is  (lopped  aiKl  diflblved  when  thefe  two 
contrary  prii^iples  are  no  longer  in  equilibrium.    Thefe  reel* 


^  Xanth.  et  Ariftot.  ap.  DiogLcar.t. 
lib.  8.  }  63. 

'  Pittt.  rté^lac.  Philof.-I.  i.  c.  5.  t.ii. 
p.  879.-  Stob.  Eclofr.  PhyC  lib.  1.  p^  52. 

>  Bnick.  Hift.  PhiW.  t.  i.  p.  iiii. 

t  Orat.  ap.  Stob.  Eclog.  Pfayf.  p.  1* 
<t4. 

"  Plut,  de  Plac.  Philof.  lib.  I.  cap. 
93  et  17.  p.  S8j.  Stob.  Eclog.  Pbjrf. 
l!b.  b  p.  35» 


*  Ariftot.  dc  Nat.  Aufcolt.  Kb.  r. 
cap.  6.  t.  i.  p.  3^2.  Id.  Metaph.  lib.  i. 
cap.  4.  t.  ii.  ] .  844. 

y  Bruck.  i.vi.  p.  inc.  Molhem.  in 
Cndw.  cap.  i.  (  13.  t.  i.  p.  24  ct  210. 

*  Ariftot.  de  Natl  Aufcult.  lib.  a. 
cap.  8.  t.  i.  p.  336. 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  8.  cap.  x.  t.  i.  p.  408.. 
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pK>caI  tranCtions  from  motion  to  reft,  trom  the  exiftence  oJ[bo-' 
«iies  to  their  diflblution,  return  at  periodical  intervals  ^. 

Gods  and  genii  in  the  heavens  ^,  particular  fouls  in  animals 
and  plants,  and  a  univerfal  foul  which  pervades  the  world  ' 
maintain  in  all  things  motion  and  life«  Thefe  intelligences,  the 
eflence  of  which  is  a  moft  pure  and  fubtle  fire,  are  fubordinate 
to  the  Supreme  Being,  as  a  chorus  of  muficians  is  to  its  cory- 
phsus,  or  an  army  to  its  general  ®  ;  but,  as  they  emanate  from 
that  bemg,  the  fchool  of  Pythagoras  gives  to  them  the  name  of 
divine  fubftances  ^  ;  and  hence  the  expreifions  common  with 
thofe  philofophers  :  That  the  fage  is  a  god  '  ;  that  the  Divine 
Being  is  the  fpirit  and  foul  of  the  world  ^  ;  that  he  penetrates, 
incorporates  with,  and  vivifies  matter  K  We  muft  beware,  how- 
ever, that  we  do  not  hence  conclude,  that  the  Divine  Nature  i^ 
feparated  into  an  infinity  of  parts.  God  is  perfeâ  unity  ^  :  be 
communicates  himfelf,  but  he  is  not  divided. 

He  refides  in  the  moft  exalted  region  of  iixc  heavens*  The 
inferior  gods,  the  minifters  of  his  will,  prefide  in  the  ftars  ;  the 
genii  on  the  earth,  and  in  the  fpace  by  which  it  is  immediately 
furrounded.  In  the  fpheres  neareft  to  his  abode,  all  is  good 
and  all  is  order,  becaufe  the  moft  perfeâ  beings  have  been' 
placed  near  his  throne,  and  are  implicitly  obèrent  to  the  disfti- 
ny,  I  mean  the  laws,  which  he  has  himfelf  eftablifhed  '.  Dif- 
order  begins  to  be  percâved  in  the  intermediary  fpaces  ;  and 
evil  gains  an  entire  afcendancy  over  good  °*  in  the  fublunary  re- 
gion, becaufe  there  are  depofited  the  fediment  and  dregs  of  all 
thofe  fubftances,  which  the  tnultiplied  ftruggles  of  hatred  and 


b  Id.  ibid.  lib.  I.  cap.  c.  t.  i.  p.  319; 
lib.  8.  cap.  I.  p.  409.  M.  dc  Cœl.  lib. 
i-c»p.  10.  t.  i.  p.  447* 

«  Diog.  Ltert.  lib.  8.  §  32.  Pjrthag. 
Aor.  C^nn.  v.  3.  Hieroc!.  ibid.  p.  16. 
Flut.  de  Placit.  Philofoph.  lib.  i.  cap. 
S.  t.  ii.  p.  88z. 

d  Bruck.  t.  i.  p.  11X3. 

^  Onat.  ap.  Stob.  £ctpg.  Pbyf.fp.  4. 
Plut.  ibid.  p.  I. 

f  Id.  ibid.  p.  5* 


8  Pythag.  Aur.  Carm.  ▼.  nltim.  Diog* 
Laert.  lib.  8.  ^  da.     firuck:  p.  1x07. 

Ï»  Onat.  ibi.1.  p.  4. 

i  Cicer.  de  Natr  Deor.  lib.  x.  cap.  ir# 
t.  ii.  p.  405.  Id.  de  Seneâ.  cap.  2x.  t. 
iiL  p.  319. 

>  Beaufobr^Hift.  da  Manicb.  Lv.  5. 
t.  ii.  p.  170. 

i  Bruck.  Hift.  Ptiil  t.  i.  p.  X084; 

^  OccU.  Lucao,cap.  2. 
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love  have  been  unable  to  bring  to  their  perfeâton  ^  Here  four 
principal  cauies  influence  our  aaionsj  God,  our  wiU,  deftiny, 
and  fortune  ^.  God,  becaufe  he  extends  his  care  to  us  ^  ^  our 
will,  becaufe  we  deliberate  before  we  aâ  ;  and  deftiny  and  for- 
tune S  becaufe  our  projects  are  frequently  overdirown  by  events 
conformable,  or  apparently  contrary,  to  eftablifhed  laws; 

We  have  two  fouls,  the  one  fenfUive,  grofs,  corruptftle  and 
periibable,  which  is  compofed  of  tlie  four  elements  ;  and  the 
other  intelligent,  indiflbluble,  and  which  is  an  emanation  from 
the  Deity  himfelf  ^  I  (hall  only  fpeak  of  the  latter,  which  efta^ 
bliflies  the  moft  intimate  relation  between  us  and  the  gods,  the 
genii,  animals,  plants,  and  all  beings  the  fouls  of  which  have  a 
common  origin  with  ours  *.  Thus  all  animated  nature  is  only 
one  Cngk  family,  of  which  God  is  the  head. 

On  this  affinity  is  founded  the  doârine  of  the  metempfycho- 
fis,  a  doârine  which  we  have  borrowed  from  the  Egyptians  S 
which  fome  admit  with  different  modifications,  and  with  which 
Empedocks  has  beheved  he  might  be  permitted  to  intermingle 
the  fiâions  that  adorn  poetry. 

This  opinion  fuppofes  the  fall,  puniflunent,  and  reftorafion 
of  fouk^  Their  number  is  limited *}  their  deltiny  to  live 
happy  in  fome  one  of  the  planets.  If  they  become  polluted 
-with  guilty  they  are  exiled  to  the  earth.  Then,  condemned  to 
be  enveloped  with  grofs  matter,  they  pafs  continually  from  one 
body  to  another,  fuffering  the  calamities  annexed  to  all  the  coa- 
ditions  of  life,  unable  to  endure  their  new  ftate,  and  fo  mifa- 
able  as  to  have  forgotten  their  primitive  dignity  ^«  When  death 
has  broken  the  bonds  by  which  they  were  enchained  to  matter, 
one  of  the  celeftial  genii  takes  charge  of  them,  and  conduâs  to 
the  infernal  fhades,  and  delivers  over  for  a  time  to  the  furies, 


*^  Anoùjm.  ftp.  Phot.  p.  tjitf. 

^  Id.  ihid.    Brack,  ibid. 

^  Diog.  Laerr.  lib.  8.  {  27.  Km- 
mon.  ap.  Bruck.  t.  i.  p.  1115. 

^  Ariftot.  de  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  2. 
cap.  4.  t.  i.  p.  33a,  6cc.  AAonjm.  ap. 
Phot.  p.  1317. 

'  Brttck.t.i.p.  IZI7. 

6 


*  Id.  ibid.  p.  TXIS. 

<  Hcrodot.  lib.  2»  cap.  xaj. 

^  Brack,  t.  i.  p.  (091.  Mutbem.  is 
Gttdw.  cafk  t.  {  31.  p.  64- 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  109t. 

y  Plut,  de  Eiil.  t.  ii^  p.  607.  Id.  de 
Efo.  Caro.  p.  996.  Stob.  Eclog.  f  1>)^ 
p.  IIS.    BrodE.  t.  L  p.  til8. 
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tfaofe  who  have  been  defiled  with  atiodous  erimeft';  b«t 
tranfports  to  the  ftars  thofe  who  have  walked  in  the  wsy  ct 
juftice.  But  often  the  immutable  decrees  of  the  gods  fabjeâ 
both  to  the  moft  rigoTous  trials*  Their  exile  and  dieir  peregri- 
nations endure  for  thoufands  of  years  ^1  and  only  end  when^  by 
a  more  regular  conduâ,  they  have  merited  to  rejoin  thdr  au*^ 
thor,  and  to  partake,  in  feme  meafutt,  with  him  of  the  honours 
of  divinity  ^, 

Empedocles  thus  defcribes  the  torments  which  he  himfetf 
pretended  to  haye  fufiered  :  **  I  have  appeared  fucceffively  un^ 
der  the  form  of  a  young  man,  a  maiden,  a  plant,  a  bird,  and  a 
fi[ih  «.  In  one  of  thcfe  tranfmigrations,  I  for  fome  time  wan* 
dered  Kke  an  airy  phantom  in  the  expanfe  of  the  heavens.  But 
fuddenly  I  was  feveral  times  precipitated  into  the  fea,  thrown 
again  Upon  the  land,  hurled  into  die  fun,  and  again  repelfed 
into  vortices  of  air  **.  An  objeft  of  abhorrence  to  myfdf  and 
other  beings,  all  the  elements  rejcftcd  me  as  a  flave  who  had 
abfcondcd  from  the  eye  of  his  matter  *. 

Meton,  as  he  concluded,  obferved  diat  the  g|;eater  part  of 
thefc  ideas  were  common  to  the  difciples  of  Pythagoras,  but 
that  Empedocles  was  the  firft  who  had  imagined  the  alternate 
deftruâion  and  reprodu£tion  of  the  world,  taught  that  die 
four  elements  were  the  principles  of  diings  ^  and  put  thefe 
elements  in  aâion  by  tlie  afliftance  of  love  and  hatred. 

You  will  now  admit,  faid  Anatarchus  to  me,  with  a  fmile, 
that  Democritus  had  reafon  to  fay  that  truth  is  concealed  in  a 
|>it  of  immenfe  depth  ^.  And  you  will  alfo  admit,  anfwered  I, 
that  (he  would  be  mudi  aftoniftied  were  (he  to  come  again 
upon  die  earth,  efpecially  in  Greece.    She  would  foon  leave 


*  Diog.  Ltett.  lib.  8.  j  31.  Brack. 
t.  i.  p.  xopa. 

■  Uerodot  lib.  2.  cap.  113.  Empccî. 
•p.  Plot,  dt  Exil.  t.  li.  p.  ^07. 

b  Hierocl.  Aur.  Garm.  t.  nit.  Brack. 
Ui.  p.  |Of4. 

^  Oio;.  Laert.  lib.  8.  i  77.  Aothok 
Jîb.  I.  p.  127.  ^Uao.  de  AliîmaL  lib. 
14.  cap.  7» 


d  £aipeâ.  ap.  Plot,  de  Tit.  iErealie n. 
r.  ii.  p.  830. 

^  Emped.  ap.  Plat,  de  £zil.  t.  ii.  p.  , 
do7é 

f  ArSftot.  Metapb.  lib.  j.  cap.  4.  t* 
ii.  p.  845. 

8  Gcer.  (ijamik.  Acad.  lib.  i.  cap.  12] 
t*  ii*  P*  75* 
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US  once  more^  replied  Euclid;  we  fliould  miftake  her  for 
fBrror« 

The  preceding  fyftems  relate  to  the  origin  of  the  workL 
Philofophers  are  not  lefs  divided  concerning  the  ftate  of  our 
^tobe  after  itis  formation^  and  the  revolutions  which  it  has  un- 
dergone to  the  prefent  time.  It  was  long  fubmerged,  faid 
Ana^carchus,  beneath  the  waters  of  the  ocean  i  the  heat  of  the 
fun  caufed  a  part  of  them  to  evaporate,  and  the  earth  appear- 
^\  From  the.  mud  Avhich  remained  on  its  furface,  and  in 
which  the  fame  heat  excited  a  fermentation,  the  different  fpe^ 
cies  of  plants  and  animals  derived  their  origin.  We  ftill  fee  a 
remarkable  example  of  this  in  Egypt,  where,  after  the  inunda- 
tdon  of  the  Nile,  the  mud  and  (lime  depofited  on  the  fields  pro- 
duce an  infinite  number  of  fmall  animals  K  I  doubt  the  fad, 
laid^I.  I  have  bepn  told  the  fame  ftory  in  the  Thebais  i  but  I 
was' never  able  to  fatisfy  myfelf  of  its  truth  by  my  own  obfcr- 
vation.  We  Ihould  make  no  difficulty  to  ^dmit  it,  anfwered 
Euclidi  fince  we  attribute  no  other  origin  to  certain  fpecies  of 
fifii  than  the  mud  ^nd  fand  of  the  fea  K 

Anaxarchus  continued  ;  J  have  faid  that,  in  ^  feries  çf  age$s 
the  quantity  of  tlie  waters  which  covered  the  earth  was  dimi- 
nifhed  by  the  aâion  of  the  fun.  The  fame  caufç  continually 
fubfifting,  a  time  muft  arrive  when  the  fea  iliall  be  totally  ex- 
haufted  '.  I  feem,  in  fa£t,  replied  Euclid,  to  hear  ^fop  re- 
lating to  his  pilot  the  follow:ing  fable  :  Charybdis  has  twice 
opened  his  enormous  mouth,  and  twice  the  waters  which  co- 
vered the  earth  have  rufhed  into  his  bowels  ;  the  firft  time  the 
mountains  appeared,  tlie  fécond  the  iflai^ds,  and  at  the  third 
the  ocean  fhall  difappear°^.  Is  it  poâlble  that  Democntus  fhould 
have  been  ignorant  that,  though  an  immenfe  quantity  of  va- 
pours are  raifed  by  the  heat  of  the  fuQ,  they  are  foon  converted 


*  Ariftot.  Meteor.  lib.  i.  cap.  r.  t. 
i.  p.  549-    -Aijaxim.  ar.  Plot,  de  f  lac. 
Philof.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  Bi^fi. 
'  *  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  I.  p.  7  ct  8. 


k  Ariftot.  Hift.  Animal,  lib.  4,  cap. 
15.  t.?.  p.  871. 

1  Deojocr;  ap.  Ariftot.  Meteor  lib. 
a.  cap.  3.  «•  i.  p.  554* 

«Id.  ibid. 
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ioto  rain^  fall  again  upon  the  earth)  and  rapidly  haften  to  re- 
Aore  to  the  fea  the  water  it  had  loft  "  ?  Can  you  deny,  faid 
AnazarchuS)  that  fields  now  laden  with  harvefts  were  formerly 
hidden  beneath  the  waters  ?  But  fmce  the  fea  has  been  forced 
to  abandon  them,  it  muft  be  diminiihe<l  in  quantity.  If  in  cer- 
tain places,  anfwered  Euclid,  the  land  has  gained  on  the  fea^ 
in  others  the  fea  has  gained  on  the  land  ^.  ^  ^ 

Anaxarchus  was  preparing  to  reply,  but  I  interrupted  him. 
I  now,  faid  I  to  Euclid,  underftand  why  (hells  are  found  in 
mountains  and  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  why  we  find 
petrified  fi(h  in  the  quarries  of  Syracufe  ^  The  fea  has  a  flow 
and  regular  progrefs,  by  which  it  proceeds  over  all  the  regions 
of  our.  globe:  it  will  one  day,  no  doubt,  overwhelm  Athens^ 
Lacedaemon»  and  the  greateft  cities  of  Greece.  If  this  idea  is 
not  very  flattering  to  the  nations  which  afpire  to  eternal  cele- 
brity, it  at  leaft  reminds  us  of  thofe  aftonilhing  revolutions  of 
the  heavenly  bodies  concerning  which  I  have  heard  the  Egyp- 
tian priefts  difcourfe,  Has  it  been  poffible  to  fix  tlie  period 
of  thofe  of  the  fea  ? 

Your  imagination  grows  heated,  replied  Euclid;  be  more 
calm.  The  fea  and  continent,  according  to  us,  are  like  two 
great  empires,  which  never  change  their  place,  though  they 
frequently  difpute  the  pofleflion  of  fome  fmall  frontier  coun- 
tries. Sometimes  the  fea  is  forced  to  retire  by  the  mud  and 
fand  which  the  rivers  hiog  down  into  it,  and  fometimes  it 
drives  them  back  by  the  aûion  of  its  waves  and  other  caufcs» 
In  Acamania,  in  the  plain  of  Ilion,  near  Ephefus  and  the 
Meander,  the  accumulations  of  earth  at  the  mouths  of  rivers 
have  a^ed  greatly  to  the  land  ^* 

When  I  crofled  the  Palus  Maeotis,  anfwered  I,  I  was  in- 
formed that  the  mud  and  flime  depofited  continually  by  the 
Tanais  had  fo  raifed  the  bottom  of  the  Jake,  that,  for  fome 


"  Ariftot.  ibid.  cap.  2.  p.  55?. 
°  Id.  ibid.    lib.  i.  cap.  14.  p.  546  ct 
54S. 
P  XeoopJ^an.  ap.  Origin.  Philofoph. 


cap.  14.  t.  i.  p.  893. 

^  Herodot.  Jib.  2»  cap.  xc,  Strab. 
lib.  I.  p.  58  ;  lib.  13.  p.  ^9$  «*  5^** 
Diod.  Sic.  lib.  i.  p.  37. 
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years  paft,  the  vefleîs  inlçnded  for  the  trade  of  that  fca  -were 
built  fmallcr  than  they  formerly  vere  '.  I  can  adduce  a  ftiH 
more  remarkable  example»  replied  Euclid  :  ail  that  part  of 
Egypt  which  extends,  from  north  to  fouth,  from  the  fea  to  the 
Thebais,  is  the  work  and  a  gift  of  the  Nile.  This  whole  coun- 
try in  ancient  times  was  a  gulf  which  extended  in  a  dire£^Jon 
almoft  parallel  to  that  of  the  Red  Sea*;  but  the  Nile  has 
Ailed  it  up  with  the  beds  of  flime  which  it  annually  depofits. 
The  hSt  is  proved,  not  only  by  tile  traditions  of  the  Egyptians, 
the  nature  of  the  foil,  the  (hells  found  in  the  mountains  f.tuat- 
ed  above  Memphis  *  *  ;  but  alfo  by  an  obfervation  which  fliows 
diat,  ftotwithftanding  it$  aôual  rife,  the  foil  of  Egypt  has  not 
yet  attained  to  the  level  of  the  npighbouting  countries.  |5efof- 
tris,  Necos,  Darius,  and  other  princes,  havhig  endeavoured  to 
cut  canals  of  eommpinication  between  the  Red  Sea  and  the 
Nile,  perceived  that  the  furface  of  that  feâ  was  higher  than  the 
land  of  Egypt  ». 

While  the  fca  fofffers  foine  part  of  its  dominions  to  be  wreft- 
ed  from  it,  on  its  frontiers,  it  indemnifies  itfelf  for  the  lofs  by 
encroachments  on  the  land  in  other  places.  Its  continual  ef- 
forts open  to  it  a  paiT^ge  through  parts  of  the  land  which  it 
filently  but  inceflantly  corrodes.  The  fca,  according  to  every 
appearance,  has  feparatcd  Sicily  from  Italy*,  Euboca  from 
Bceotia^,  and  a  number  of  other  iflànds  from  the  neighbouring 
continent.  Extenfive  countries  hw  been  fwallowed  up  by  a 
fudden  irruption  of  its  waves.  Theft  terrifying  revolutions 
have  not  been  defcribed  by  oUr  hiftprians,  becaufe  hi(^ory  only 


'  Ariftot.  Meteor,  lib.  x.  cap.  14.  t. 
i»P»  S49-    ^olyb.  lib»  4.  p.  308.' 

■  Herodot.  lib.  a.  cap.  il.     Ariflot. 

Meteor,  lib.  i.  p.  548»    Strab.  lib.  i. 

p,  50 }  lib.  12.  p.  5.^6.  Ephor.  ap.  Diod. 

Sic.  lib.  I.  p.  37.    Dtod.  lib.  3.  p.  144. 

' }  Id.  ibid.  cap.  ta. 

*  The  ancients  believed  that  a  neat 
Bart  of  Egypt  was  the  work  of  the 
Nile  !  the  modettn  are  divided  on  this 
^aeftion.    (See  Bochard  Geogr.  Sacr. 


lib.  4.  cap.  24.  col.  261,  Frcr.  Mem. 
de  I'Acad.  des.  Bell  Uttr.  t.  xvi.  p. 
3.'^3.  Wood's  KfTay  on  the  original  Ge- 
nias  of  Hooier.  p.  103,  die.  ^c.) 

"  Herodot.  lib.  2.  cnp.  158.  Ariftdt, 
Meteor,  lib.  i.  cap.  14.  t.  1.  p.  548. 
Diod.  Sic.  lib.  i.  p,  ap. 

«  JSLkhyl  ap.  Sirab.  lib.  6.  p.  a;8. 
Mem.  de  I'Acad.  des  Bell  UtU.*t. 
zxxYÎî.  p.  €6. 

f  Sirab.  lib.  z.  p.  60. 
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«rtends  to  a  few  mtnnents  of  die  life  of  nations  y  but  they 
have  fometimcs  left  indelible  traces  in  the  memory  of  a  people. 
If  we  journey  into  S>amotliraee,  we  (hall  be  informed  that 
the  waters  of  the  Pontas  Euxinus,  long  enclofed  in  a  bafon  Ihut 
in  on  all  fides,  and  inceffantly  incteaftd  by  the  titers  of  Europe 
and  Afia,  forced  open  the  palTages  of  the  Bofphorus  and  the 
Hdlefpom,  and^  impetuoufly  ruffaing  into  the  iEgean  fea,  ex- 
tended its  limits  at  the  expence  of  the  furrounding  (hores* 
Fefttrals  inftitttted  in  the  iiland  ftill  preferve  the  memory  of 
the  calamity  with  which  the  inhabitants  were  threatened,  and 
from  which  they  were  ptefcrved  by  the  providence  of  the 
god»  *•    If  we  confttk  mythology,  we  (hall  be  told  that  Hcr- 
cnks,  whofe  labours  have  been  confounded  with  thofe  of  Na- 
ture, feparated  Europe  from  Africa.    Is  it  not  meant,  by  this 
fabk,  that  the  Atlantic  ocean  deftroyed  the  ifthmus  which 
%inited  thcfe  two  parts  of  die  earth,  and  opened  to  itfctf  a  com- 
municatioti  with  the  Mediterranean  fea  *  ? 

Other  caufcs  have  multiplied  thefc  calamitous  and  wonder- 
ful cffcôs.  Beyond  the  ftiait  of  which  I  have  juft  fpokcn^ 
there  exifted,  according  to  ancient  traditions,  an  ifland  as  large 
as  Afia  and  Africa,  which  with  all  its  wretched  ^inhabitants  was 
fwallowed  up  by  an  earthquake  in  the  unfathomable  gulfs  of 
the  Atlantic  ocean  ^  How  many  countries  have  been  deluged 
by  the  waters  of  heaven  !  How  often  have  Impetuous  winds 
covered  fertile  plains  with  mountains  of  fand  !  The  air,  watei^, 
«nd  fire  fcem  to  have  confpired  againft  the  earth.  Yet  thefe 
•  terrible  cataftrophes,  which  menace  the  whole  world  with  im^ 
pending  ruin,  afièâ  only  fome  points  of  die  furface  of  a  globe 
which  is  itfelf  but  as  a  point  in  the  univerfe  \ 

We  have  feen  above  that  d>e  fea  and  land  feize,  by  right  of 
conqueft,  on  the  domains  of  each  other,  and  by  confequenee  at 
the  expencc  of  unhappy  mortals.    The  waters  which  flo^  over. 


*  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  5.  p.  31a. 

*  Strtt.  «p.  Strab.  lib.  x.  p.  49.  Plin. 
Ub.  3.ç»p.  i.t.i.p^M^. 


b  Plat  in  Tim.  t«  ili.  p*  35  ;  in  Gric 
p.  m.  Sec. 

^  Ariftot  Meteor.  Ub.  i.  ca^  14,  t. 
L  p.  54.8. 
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or  remam  ftagnant  on  the  emh^  do  not  produce  Icfs  alterations 
on  its  furface.  Not  to  mention  the  rivers  which  hj  turns  carry 
plenty  or  defolation  through  a  country,  we  mud  obferve  that, 
at  diffèrent  periodsf  the  fame  land  is  furcharged,  fufficientiy 
fupplied  with,  or  abfblutely  deprived  of  the  water  neceflary  to 
fertilize  it.  At  dbe  time  of  the  Trojan  war,  the  environs  of 
Argos  were  a  marfliy  ground,  with  but  few  inhabitants  to  cul- 
tivate it  I  while  the  territory  of  Mycenae,  abounding  in  all  the 
principles  of  vegetation,  produced  luxuriant  harvefts  and  was 
extremely  populous.  But  the  heat  of  the  fun  having,  during 
eight  centuries,  abforbed  the  fuperfiuous  humidity  of  the  for- 
mer of  thefe  diftriâs,  and  the  mesure  neceflary  to  the  fecun- 
dity of  the  latter,  has  rendered  Iterile  the  fields  of  Mycenae, 
and  beftowed  fertility  on  thofe  of  Argos  ^. 

What  nature  has  here  effeâed  on  a  fnuU  fcale,  (he  has  ope- 
rated on  a  larger  over  the  whole  earth,  which  (he  has  incef- 
fantly  deprived,  by  the  afkioiAf  the  fun,  of  the  juites  tliat 
fertilize  it.  But  as  they  muft  thus  at  length  be  totally  exhavft- 
ed,  (he  caufes,  finom  time  to  time,  deluges  which,  like  (evert 
winters,  quickly  repair  the  lofles  that  certain  regions  have  fuf- 
fered  during  along  fucceiEon  of  ages  ^ 

This  hypothcfis  is  confirmed  by  the  annals  of  our  hiftoryi 
in  which  we  find  men,  who  had  no  doubt  efcaped  from  the 
wreck  of  their  nation,  ereâ  their  dwellings  on  eminences  ^ 
confbrua  mounds,  and  give  a  courfe  to  the  waters  which  had 
remained  ftagnant  on  the  plains.  Thus,^  in  the  moft  ancient 
times,  a  king  of  Lacedsemon  colleâed  into  one  channel  the 
waters  with  which  Laconia  was  covered,  and  formed  the  rive^ 
Eurotas  ^. 

From  thefe  remarks  we  may  prefume  that, the  Nile,  the  Ta- 
blais, and  all  rivers,  though  they  have  been  called  eternal,  were 
at  firft  only  lakes,  formed  in  fterile  plains  by  fudden  inunda- 


à  Id.  ibid.  p.  547.  I      f  Id.  ibid.  p.  547-    Plat.  ap.  Strab. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  548.  I  lib.  13.  p.  591. 

<x  Paufan.  lib.  3.  cap.  I.  p.  204^ 
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tionsi  and  afterwards*  compelled^  by  the  indttftiy  of  men  or 
fome  other  caufe>  to  make  themfelves  a  way  over  the  landd  K 
We  may  alfo  prefume  that  they  abandoned  their  chanoel^ 
when  new  revolutions  forced  them  to  fpread  themlelves  ovet 
places  which  are  now  dry  and  defert.  Such  is^  according  to 
AriftotlCy  the  diftribution  of  tJie  waters  which  Nature  has  be- 
flowed  on  the  diiFerent  regions  of  the  earth. 

But  where  does  fhe  referve  them  before  fhe  manifefts  them 
to  our  eyes,  and  where  has  (he  placed  the  origin  of  fountains 
and  rivers  ?  She  has  dug»  fay  fome^  immenfe  refcrvoirs  in  the 
entrails  of  the  earth,  into  which,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  waters 
of  heaven  penetrate,  and  from  whence  they  flow  in  greater  or 
lefs  abundance  and  continuity,  according  to  the  capacity  of  the 
receptacle  in  which  they  are  contained  '.  But,  reply  their  op- 
ponents, what  receptacle  could  ever  be  fuificiently  fpacious  to 
contain  that  prodigious  quantity  of  water  which  the  great  ri- 
vers pour  forth  during  a  whole  year  ?  Though  we  ihould  ad- 
mit fubterranean  cavities  for  the  furplus  of  the  rains,  yet,  aa 
thefe  cannot  fuffice  for  the  daily  esLpence  of  the  rivers  and 
fountains,  we  muft*  acknowledge  that,  at  all  times,  and  ia. 
every  place,  the  air,  or  rather  the  vapour  with  which  it  is 
loaded,  condenfed  by  cold,  is  conrerted  into  water  in  the  bo- 
fom  of  the  earth,  and  on  its  furface,  as  it  is  changed  into  rain 
in  the  atmofphere.  This  operation  is  ftill  more  eafily  perform- 
ed on  the  mountains,  becaufe  their  fuperfices  arrefts  a  prodigi- 
ous quantity  of  vapovrs>  in  their  pafiage  y  and  it  is  therefore 
remarked  that  the  greateft  mountains  give  birth  to  the  greateft 
rivers  ^ 

Anaxarchus  and  Meton  having  taken  leave  of  Euclid,  I  re- 
mained, and  requefted  him^to  communicate  to  me  fome  of  hi^ 
ideas  on  that  part  of  phyfics  which  particularly  confiders  the 
eilènce,  properties,  and  reciprocal  aâion  of  bodies*  This 
fcience,  replied  Euclid,  has  fome  relation  to  that  of  divination. 


b  Ariftot.  Meteor*  lib.  i.  cap.  14.  t.  I     >  Id.  ibid.  ctp.  13.  t.  i.p.  544^ 
i.  p-  549-  I      ^  Id.  ibid.  p.  545. 
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Hie  ob)eâ  of  the  one  U  to  expl^n  the  intention  of  Nature  in 
«dOnsry  csife^  $  and  that  of  die  other,  to  interpret  the  wiU  of 
the  godé  hf  extraotdinsny  erents  :  but  the  difcoveries  of  the 
Ibcmer  muft  foonet  or  l^er  deted  the  impofture  of  its  rival. 
A  Hme  flwiU  come  when  theft  prodigies  which  alarm  the  vul- 
gar fiiall  be  dafied  among  die  ordinary  produdions  of  nature, 
or  when  the  prefcnt  blindnefs  of  the  multitude  (hall  alone  be 
omfidered  at  a  kind  of  prodigy» 

Hie  elèâs  of  nature  being  infinitely  varied,  and  thenr  caufes 
tnfinkely  obfcuie,  natural  philofophy  has  hitherto  only  been 
aUe  to  hazard  conjeâurea»  There  is  perhaps  no  tnidi  of 
wlâdk  it  has  not  had  a  gtimpfe,  nor  any  abfurdity  which  it  has 
SKOt  advanced,  it  ought  dierefore  at  prefent  to  confine  itfelf 
to  obfervationg,  and  refer  the  conclurions  from  them  to  future 
ages.  Yet,  though  fcurcely  out  of  its  infancy,  it  has  already 
manifefted  the  indlfcretion  and  prefumption  of  ft  more  adranced 
age  ;  it  runs  where  it  ought  only  to  creep  ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  rigid  tules  which  it  has  prefcribed  to  itfelf,  we  every 
4ay  fee  it  ereâ  fyftems  on  mere  probabilities,  or  on  frivolous 
appeaftincefi. 

I  ihall  not  here  repeat  what  the  different  fchools  have  fatd  on 
etKh  of  At  phenomena  which  are  the  objeds  of  our  ienles. 
If  I  flop  to  explain  the  theory  of  the  elements,  and  the  i^i- 
cation  diat  has  been  made  of  that  theory,  it  is  becaufe  nothing 
appe^n  to  me  to  give  a  more  juft  idea  of  the  fagacity  of  the 
Greek  philofophcrs.  It  is  of  little  importance  whether  their 
principles  were  well  or  ill  founded  j  they  may  perhaps  one  day 
be  cenfured  for  the  inaccuracy  of  their  notions  on  natural  phi-» 
lofophy,  but  it  will  at  Icafl  be  acknowledged  that  they  etrcd 
like  men  of  genius» 

How  was  it  poffibie  that  die  firft  philofophers,  who  wifiied 
to  gain  a  knowledge  of  the  conftituent  principles  of  fenfible 
beings,  (hould  flatta  themfelves  that  they  (houM  be  fuccefifol 
in  their  inquiries  ?  Art  fumifhes  no  means  to  analyze  thcfe 
beings*  Divifion,  how  long  foever  it  may  be  continued,  pre- 
fents  to  the  eye  or  imagination  of  the  obferver  only  furâces 
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more  or  Icfs  extended  :  jc^x  k  fe eased  apparenti  tftet  repeafee4 
trials»  diat  there  were  in  nature  two  fpecies  of  bodies,^  fin^ 
and  compound  i  that  the  latter  were  only  the  refuit  of  the 
conabiaation  of  the  former  *>  and»  in  a  word)  that  the  fia»pU 
bodies  preferved  in  the  compound  the  fame  afieâiatis  and  the 
fame  properties  which  they  before  poflèflèd.  The  path  wa» 
then  opened»  and  it  appeared  eflential  firft  to  ftudy  the  natUff 
of  Cmple  bodies.  The  following  are  fome  ob&rvatioos  that 
have  been  made  on  this  fubjeâ..  I  received  them  fiFona  Ant- 
totle. 

The  earth»  water,  air,,  and  fire,  are  the  elements  of  all  hoo- 
dies ;  thus  every  body  may  be  refalved  into  ibme  of  thefe  ekr 
ments  K 

Tlie  elements,  bei^g  fimplc  bodiea,  cannot  be  divided  into 
bodies  of  another  nature;,  but  they  mutually  g^noate  each 
other,  and  are  inceffantly  changed  one  into  the  other  ^. 

It  is  impoffiUe  precifcly  to  aicertaîn  in  what  proporboa  thdir 
conftituent  principles  are  comUned  in  each  body  ;  it  is  therefore 
only  by  conjeûure  that  Empedocles  has  (aid  that  a  bone  is  com- 
pofed  of  two  parts  of  water,  two  of  earth,  and  four  of  ftre  •. 

We  are  not  better  acquainted  with  the  form  of  the  integral 
parts  of  the  elements  ;  ïbofe  who  have  endeavoured  to  deter» 
mine  this  queftion  have  laboured  without  fuccefs.  To  evphia 
the  properties  of  fire,  fome  have  faid  that  its  particles  muft  be 
of  a  pyramidal  figure»  and  others  that  they  muft  be  fpherical* 
The  iblidky  of  the  globe'which  we  iiA^bit  has  caufed  the  cuhiU 
cal  form,  to  be  afligned  to  the  terreftrial  etemeQt  \ 

The  ekmenta  pofibfs  in  themfehres  a  principle  of  motion'  and 
reft  which  is  inherent  in  tliem  "•  This  principle  compels  the 
element  of  earth  to  tend  towards  the  centre  of  the  univerfe,  the 
water  to  raiie  itfelf  above  the  earth»  the  air  to  afcend  above  the 


1  Id.  de  Ccil.  lib.  3.  cap.  3.  t.  L  p. 

477* 

»  Id.  ibid.  cap.  4.  p.  47p.    W.  dc 
G«npr.  lib.  t.  cap.  10.  t.  i.  p.  515 


°  LL  de  Aaiin.  L  I.  c  7.  U  L  p.  6vf^ 
o  Id.  d^œj.  lib.  3.  cap.  S.  p.  483. 
P  Id  de  Nst.Jkutc^t.  li^  s.  cap.  i. 

t.  i.  p.  327.    Id^ds^L  li^.  r.  cti^.  2. 
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water,  and  the  fire  to  mount  above  the  air  4.  Thus  pofitive 
gravityy  without  any  mixture  of  levity,  appertains  only  to  the 
earth }  and  pofitive  levity,  without  any  mixture  of  gravity,  only 
to  fire  ;  the  p^o  intermediary  elements,  air  and  water,  have  vnlh 
«relation  to  the  two  extremes  only  a  relative  gravity  and  levity, 
fincc  they  are  lighter  than  earth  and  heavier  than  fire.  The 
relative  gravity  is  no  longer  perceived  when  the  body  which 
poflefles  it  defcends  into  a  region  inferior  to  its  own  ;  thUs  the 
air  lofes  its  gravity  in  the  water,  and  the  water  in  the  earth  '• 

You  are  of  opinion,  then,  faid  I  to  Euclid,  that  the  air  is 
heavy  ?  It  cannot  be  doubted,  anfwered  he  ;  a  bladder,  when 
inflated,  weighs  more  than  whea  it  contains  no  a-îr  *.  ^ 

To  the  four  elements  are  annexed  four  eflential  properties, 
cold,  heat,  drynefs,  and  humidity.  The  tvi'o  former  are  aâive, 
the  two  latter  paffive  ^  Of  thefe  each  clement  poflefles  two  : 
earth  is  cold  and  dry,  water  cold  and  moifl,  air  hot  and  moift, 
and  fire  dry  and  hot  ".  The  oppofition  of  thefe  qualities  pro- 
motes the  defign  of  Nature,  who  always  works  by  contraries, 
and  therefore  are  they  the  only  agents  which  (he  employs  to  pro- 
duce all  her  effèÛs  *• 

The  elements  which  have  a  common  property  are  eafily 
changed  one  into  another  ;  it  fufiices  for  ûàs  to  deftroy  in 
'  eidier  the  property  by  which  they  differ  ^.  Should  any  external 
caufe  deprive  waxer  of  it$  coldnefs,  and  conmiunicatc  warmth 
to  it,  it  will  be  warm  and  moift,  and  will  then  poflefs  the  two 
charaâeriftic  properties  of  air,  and  will  no  longer  be  diftingui{h- 
able  from  that  element  ;  this  is  efl^âed  by  ebullition,  which 
caufes  the  water  to  evaporate  and  afcend  into  the  region  of  the 
air.  If  another  caufe  fliould  there  deprive  it  of  its  heat,  and 
reftore  to  it  its  natural  coldnefs,  it  will  re-aflîune  its  original 
form,  and  fall  again  to  the  earth  i  which  is  the  cafe  when  it 
rains.    In  like  manner,  if  earth  lofes  its  frigidity,  it  will  be 


*l  Id,  ibid.  lib.  4*  cap.  4.  p.  489. 
'  Jd.  de  Ccel.  lib.  4.  .cap.  4.  p.  49a 
«  Id.  ibid. 

*  H.  Meteor,  lib.  4.  cap.  i.  t.i.  p.  J83. 
^  Id.  de  Gcner.  lib.  a.  cap  3.  p.  5 id. 


<  Id.  de  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  z.  cap.  6. 
t.  I.  p.  32Z.  Plut.  ady.  Col.  t.  ii.  p. 
iiii. 

y  Id.  de  Gener.  lib.  su  cap.  4.  p.  517. 
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changed  into  fire  ;  and^  if  it  be  deprived  of  its  drynefsi  tranfinut- 
cd  into  water  *. 

The  elements  which  have  no  common  quality  are  alfo  reci- 
procally changed  into  each  other,  but  chefe  permutations  are 
more  rare  and  flow  *. 

From  thefe  obfervations,  fupported  by  faâs  and  induâions  ^9 
it  will  be  eafily  conceived  that  compound  bodies  muft  be  more 
or  lefs  heavy  according  as  they  contain  a  greater  or  lefs  num- 
ber of  particles  of  the  elements  which  have  pofitive  or  relative 
gravity  <^.  If,  of  two  bodies  of  an  equal  fize,  we  find  that  one  is 
heavier  than  the  other,  we  (hall  conclude  that  the  terreftrial 
element  predominates  in  the  former,  and  water  or  air  in  the 
latter. 

Water  is  evaporated  by  heat,  and  frozen  by  cold;  hence 
the  liquids  fubjeâ:  to  the  fame  viciflitudes  will  be,  in  a  great 
meafure,  compofed  of  that  element  ^.  Heat  dries  and  hardens 
the  earth,  and  thus  all  bodies  on  which  it  aâs  in  the  fame  man- 
ner will  be  principally  compofed  of  the  terreftrial  element. 

From  the  nature  of  the  four  elements,  and  their  efiential  pro- 
perties, which  are  heat,  cold,  drynefs,  and  humidity,  are  derived» 
not  only  the  gravity  and  levity,  but  alfo  the  denfity  and  rarity, 
foftnefs,  and  hardnefs,  fragility,  flexibility,  and  all  the  other 
qualities  of  compound  bodies  *.  Hence  we  are  able  to  account 
for  their  continual  changes,  and  to  explain  the  phenomena  of 
heaven,  and  the  produâions  of  the  earth.  In  the  heavens  the 
meteors  ^ ,  and  in  the  bofom  of  our  globe  the  foflils,  metals,  &c. 
are  only  the  produâions  of  dry  exhalations  or  humid  vapours  ^. 

The  following  example  will  fhow,  in  the  cleareft  manner,  the 
ufe  wUch  is  made  of  the  preceding  notions.  Natural  philofo- 
phers  were  divided  concerning  the  caufe  of  earthquakes  :  De« 


'  Id.  Meteor,  lib.  a.  cap.  4.  t.  i.  p. 

J5«. 

*  Id.  de  Oenerat.  lib.  «.  dtp.  4.  r.  L 

.  b  Id.  Meteor,  lib.  4.  ctp.  x.-t.  i.p.583. 
^  Id.de  G«&L  lib.  4.  cap.  4.  t.  i.  p. 
'490. 

4 


d  Id.  Meteor,  lib.  4*  cap.  10.  t.  i.  p. 

597. 
^  Id  de  Part.  Aniin.  lib.  %.  cap.  i.  t. 

i.  p.  976.    Id.  Meteer.  lib.  4«  cap.  7,  3, 

Sec.  t.  I.  p.  585. 
f  Id.  Meteor,  lib.  2.  éap.'  4*  p-  5s8« 
S  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  6,  p.  58^ 
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nocritittg  among  odiersi  attributed  them  to  abundant  nias, 
wUch  penetrated  the  earth,  and  which,  on  certain  occaCao^  (the 
vaft  refenHMTS  of  water  that  have  been  imagined  in  the  faoweb  of 
the  globe  not  being  able  to  contain  them)  made  violent  efforts 
to  efcape  ^.  Ariftotle,  conformablf  to  the  principles  above  in« 
culcated,  aflerts,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  rain-water,  rarefied 
hj  the  mternal  heat  of  the  earth,  or  by  that  of  the  fun,  is  con- 
verted into  a  quantity  of  air,  which,  finding  no  ifiue,  fluke»  and 
naifes  the  fuper-incumbent  ftrata  of  the  globe  *• 

The  ancient  pbilofophers  wiflied  to  know  bow  things  had 
been  nude,  before  they  endeavoured  to  difcover  what  their  ac* 
lual  properties  are  \  The  bode  of  nature  was  open  before 
their  eyes  ;  but  inftead  of  reading  it,  they  undertook  to  cxMn- 
ment  on  it.  After  long  and  ufekfs  labours,  it  was  at  length 
perceived  that  to  bb  acquainted  with  animals,  plants,  and  the 
vmous  produûioBS  of  nature,  it  was  neceflàry  to  ftudy  them 
with  unwearied  ai&duity.  The  rcfult  has  been  a  body  of  ob- 
iervations,  and  a  new  fcience  more  curious»  fruitful,  and  inie» 
refting  than  ancient  phyfics.  If  a  philofopher,  after  havii^  long 
iludied  the  nature  of  animals,  ihould  wifii  to  communiçate  to 
otliers  the  fruits  of  his  rc&arches,  be  ought  to  be  able  perfeâly 
to  difcharge  two  eflential  duties  ;  firft,  that  of  the  bÀftori»fi,and 
af  tervirards,  that  of  the  commentator. 

As  an  hiftorian,  he  fiiould  treat  of  their  fisse,  ihape,  cokmr^ 
nutriment,  difpofition  and  manners }  he  ihould  be  aUe  to  ex« 
plain  anatomically  the  ftruâure  of  their  bodiea^  which  Cbovid 
be  known  to  him  by  means  of  diflêâion  K 

As  a  commentator,  he  ihould  eiu^ite  our  admiration  by  ex« 
plaining  the  wifdom  of  Nature  "^  in  the  adaptation  of  dieir  or* 
gans  to  the  ufes  for  which  they  were  intended,  to  die  dement 
in  which  each  creature  is  to  live»  and  to  the  principle  of  Ufe  by 


k  Id.  ibid.  lib.  a.  ctpb  7.  t.  i.  p.  ^66, 

i  Id.  ibid.  ctp.  t. 

*^  U.  de  P«n.  Ami»  lib.  x.  csf.  1. 1 


1  Id.  de  Anim.  Inceff.  cap.  7.  t.  i.  p^ 
73S.  Id. Bift.  Asia*  Ub.  1.  câkf.  ir. t 
i.  0.785. 
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Which  it  U  animated  <^  ;  and  he  ihould  be  able  to  point  out  the 
fame  wife  conttirance  in  the  different  fptings  which  produce 
motion  ^^  and  in  the  means  exjaployed  to  preferve  and  perpetuate 
cachfpecies'y 

However  Bmtted  the  ftudy  of  the  celeftial  and  eternal  bodies 
may  be,  it  more  excites  our  tranfports  than  that  of  terreftrial 
and  periihabie  fubftances.  It  may  be  faid  that  the  view  of  die 
hcaveps  makes  the  fame  impreflion  on  the  natural  philofbpher, 
.  as  beauty  makes  on  a  man  who,  to  obtain  the  objeâ  of  whom 
lie  is  enamoured,  would  willingly  confent  to  clofe  his  eyes  on 
the  reft  of  the  World  ^.  But  if  philofophy,  in  afcending  to  the 
ïupexiot  regions,  aftoniflies  us  by  the  fublimity  of  her  difcoveries, 
at  leaft  while  fhe  remains  on  earth  (he  delights  us  by  the  pro- 
fîifion  of  knowledge  which  (he  procures  ils,  and  which  indemni- 
fies  us  with  intereft  for  all  the  toil  it  may  have  coft  us*  What 
charms,  in  faâ,  does  not  Nature  dilFufe  over  the  labours  of  the 
philofopher,  who,  convinced  that  (he  does  liothing  in  vain' 
has  been  able  to  difcoter  the  fecret  of  her  operations,  who 
every  where  recognizes  the  imprefs  of  her  greatncfs,  and  imi- 
tates not  the  puerile  pride  of  thofe  minds  who  difdain  to  caft 
down  their  eyes  upon  an  infeâ  i  Some  ftrtingers  coming  to 
confult  Heraclitus,  found  him  near  an  oven,  where  he  had  taken 
refuge  from  the  rigours  of  the  feafon.  As  they  ftopped  On  the 
threfliold  of  the  door,  from  a  kind  <tf  ihame,  he  cried  out  to 
Aem.  <<  Enter  I  ((le  immortal  gods  do  not  difdain  to  honour 
thefc  places  with  their  prefence/'  The  majefty  of  Nature  in 
like  manner  ennobles  the  beings  which  are  moft  vile  in  our 
eyes  ;  every  where  this  common  mother  aâs  with  profound 
wifdom,  and  by  ways  which  lead  with  certainty  tothe.ends  (he 
has  propofed  'é 

When  we  glance  over  the  infinite  number  of  her  produétions, 


»  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i.  cap.  $-  *•  *•  P-  97^« 
^  Id.  de  Aâim.  InceO;  t.  i.  p.  733* 
^  Id.  dc  Gencr.  t.  i.  p.  493. 
4  Id*  de  Part.  Aaiffl.  lib.  X.  cap.  5. 
t.  i.  p.  974. 


^  Id;  de  CoeK  lib.  «.  cap.  11.  t.  i.  p. 
463*    Id.  de  Anim.  Inceif.  cap.  2.  t.  t. 

P-  734. 

•  W.  d^  Part.  Anim.  lib.,  I.  cap.  5. 
t.  U  p.  975* 
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ve  immediately  perceive  that,  toftudy  them  with  profit^  dlfcetn 
their  relations^  and  defcribe  them  with  accuracy,  it  is  neceffary 
to  arrange  them  in  a  certain  order,  and  diftribute  them  firft  into 
a  fmall  number  of  claiTes,  fuch  as  thofe  of  animals,  plants,  and 
minerals.  If  we  afterwards  examine  each  of  thefe  dafles,  we 
(hall  find  that  the  beings  of  which  they  are  compofed,  having 
between  themfelves  refemblances  and  differences  more  or  lefs 
fenfible,  (hould  be  divided  and  fùbdivided  into  various  fpecies, 
until  vire  arrive  at  individuals.  , 

Scales  of  this  kind  would  be  eaf][  to  form,  if  it  were  pofllble 
exaûly  to  afcertain  the  tranfition  from  one  fpecies  to  another  ; 
but  thefe  changes  being  made  in  an  imperceptible  maimer  ^  we 
inceflantly  rifk  confounding  what  ought  to  be  diftinguifiied, 
and  diftinguiihing  what  is  in  reality  not  different.  This  is  the 
defe£t  of  the  methods  which  have  hitherto  been  public  "  ;  and 
in  which  we  fee  with  furprife  certain  birds  clafled  among  aquatic 
animals,  or  in  a  fpecies  equally  foreign  to  their  nature.  The 
authors  of  thefe  fchemes  have  been  miftaken  in  their  principle^ 
they  have  judged  of  the  whole  by  the  part.  Thus  fome,  taking 
wings  for  a  fpecific  difference,  have  divided  all  animals  into  two 
great  families,  the  one  containing  thofe  which  have  wings,  and 
the  other  thofe  which  have  not  ;  without  perceiving  that,  among 
•individuals  of  tlie  fame  fpecies,  as  for  example  ants,  there  are 
fome  which  have  wings,  and  others  which  have  them  not  '. 

The  diviCon  of  animals  into  domeftic  and  wild,  though  a- 
dopted  by  fome  naturalifts,  is  equally  defeâive  ;  for  man,  and 
the  animals  which  he  has  been  able  to  tame,  do  not  fpecifically 
differ  from  the  man,  die  horfe,  and  the  dog  that  live  in  the- 
woods  y. 

Every  diviCon,  to  be  exaâ,  ought  to  eftabliih  a  real  difference 
between  the  objcâs  which  it  difttnguiihes  ;  and  every  difièrence, 
to  be  fpecific,  ought  to  unite  in  one  fingle  and  fame  fpecies  all 

«  Id.  Hift.  AniiD.  lib.  8.  cap.  1. 1.  i.  J  *  Id.  de  Part.  Anim,  lib.  I.  cap.  3. 
p.  897.  t.  i.p.971. 

*»  Id.  d«  Part.  Anim.  Jib.  i.   cap.  a.  |      "f  Id.  ibid.  p.  57», 
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âic  individuals  which  appertain  to  it  >  ;  that  is  to  (ay,  all  thofa 
iirhich  are  abfolutely  alike,  or  which  difiFer  only  by  more  or 
lefs. 

As  thefe  conditions  arc  very  dtfEcult  to  fulfil  *,  Ariftotle  has 
conceived  a  plan  which  unites  all  the  advantages,  without  any 
of  the  inconveniences,  'of  the  preceding  methods*  He  will  ex* 
plain  it  in  one  of  his  trcatifes  ^  ;  and  this  treatife  will  certainly 
be  the  work  of  the  man  of  induftry  who  omits  nothing,  and  the 
man  of  genius  wljo  fees  every  thing  *. 

Among  the  obfervations  with  which  he  will  enrich  his  hiftory 
of  animals,  there  are  fome  which  he  has  communicated  to  me, 
and  which  I  fhall  here  repeat,  that  you  may  know  in  what  man- 
ner nature  is  at  prefent  ftudied. 

I  ft,  Confidering  animals  with  refpe£t  to  climate,  it  has  heefi 
found  that  wild  ones  are  more  ferocious  in  Afia,  ftronger  in 
Europe,  and  more  varied  in  their  forms  in  Africa,  which, 
according  to  the  proverb,  is  ever  produâive  of  fome  new  mon- 
der ^.  Thofe  which  live  on  the  mountains  are  more  mifchievous 
than  thofe  of  the  plains  ^.  I  know  not,  however,  whether  this 
difference  proceeds  from  the  places  which  they  inhabit,  or  from 
the  defeâ  of  food  ?  for  in  Egypt,  where  feveral  kinds  of  ani- 
mals are  provided  with  fuftenance,  the  moft  fierce  and  the 
gentleft  live  quietly  together,  and  the  crocodile  licks  the  h.and 
of  the  prieft  who  brings  him  food  ^. 

The  climate  has  a  powerful  influence  on  their  manners  ^*  Ex- 
treme cold  or  heat  renders  them  ferocious  and  cruel  ^.  The. 
winds,  waters,  and  the  aliments  on  which  they  fubfift,  are 
fometimes  fufficient  to  produce  confiderable  differences  \  The 
nations  of  the  fouth  are  timid  and  abjeâ,  thofe  of  the  north  cou- 
rageous and  confident }  but  the  former  are  more  enlightened» 


*  Id.  ibid.  p.  971. 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i.  cap.  4.  p.  974. 
I>  Id.  Hift.  AntiB.  t.  i.  p.  761. 

*  M.  de  Buffbn  has  extremely  well 
ezptfttned  thit  piah  in  the  preface  to  the 
6rù.  votiiai«  of  his  Nrtora!  Hiitory. 

^  Ariftot.   Hat.  Anim.  lib.  8.  cap. 


28.  t.  i.  p.  910.  A. 

d  Id.  ibid.  cip.  *o.  p.  920.  C. 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  9  ckp.  I.  p.  925* 

'  Plat,  de  i-ep.  lib.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  747. 

^  Ariitot.  Problem.  Ceâ.  14.  t.  ii.  p* 
750. 

h  Plat,  dc  Leg.  ibid. 
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perhaps  bccaufe  they  are  more  ancient,  perhaps  alfobecatxfediey 
are  more  foftencd  and  enfeebled  ;  for,  in  fad,  men  of  daring 
and  ardent  paflions  are  rarely  tormented  with  the  reftlefs  defire 
of  obtaining  knowledge  '. 

The  fame  caufe  which  produces  thefe  moral  diflereiices  a- 
mong  men,  aâs  alfo  on  their  organization.  Among  other 
proofs  of  this  obfcrvation,  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  colour 
of  the  eye  is  commonly  blue  in  cold,  and  black  in  hot  coun« 
tries  *^. 

2d,  Birds  are  very  fenfible  of  the  rigours  of  the  feafons  ^ 
At  the  approach  pf  winter  or  of  fummer,  fome  defcend  into  the 
plain,  or  retire  to  the  mountains  ;  others  depart  into  diftant 
countries,  to  breathe  a  more  temperate  air.  Thus,  to  avoid  the 
cxcefs  of  heat  and  cold,  the  Perfian  monarch  fucceffivcly  re- 
moves his  court  to  the  northern  and  the  fouthem  provinces  of 
his  empire  ". 

The  time  of  the  departure  and  return  of  birds  is  always  about 
the  equinoxes.  The  weakeft  lead  the  van.  They  almoft  all 
go  together,  and  as  it  were  in  tribes  ;  and  have  fometimes  a 
long  journey  to  perform  before  they  arrive  at  the  place  of  their 
deftination.  The  cranes  come  from  Scythia,  and  direâ  their 
courfe  to  the  marflies  in  Upper  Egypt,  and  the  places  where 
the  Nile  has  its  fource,  and  where  the  pygmies  are  found.— 
How  !  faid  I,  do  you  believe  the  exiftence  of  pygmies  f  Arc 
they  ftill  at  war  with  the  cranes,  as  they  were  in  HomcrV 
time  "  ?  That  war,  replied  he,  is  a  fiâion  of  the  poet,  which 
will  not  be  adopted  by  the  hiftorian  of  nature  *.  The  pygmies, 
however,  really  exift  ;  they  are  a  race  of  men  who  are  very 
fmall,  as  are  likewife  their  horfes  j  they  are  black,  and  live  iû 
Caves  after  the  manner  of  the  Troglodytafc  ^, 


Ï  AriAot.  ibid.  p.  75a. 

k  h\.  ihitl.  •».  751. 

1  Id.  Hill.  Anim.  lib.  8.  cap.  xa.  t. 
,.  p.  90S. 

'"  Xcno,)h.  Inft.it.  Cyr.  lib.  8.  p.  233. 
riiit.  il<r  Lxil.  t.  ii.  p.  604.  Athen.  lib. 
12.  p.  513.  .Allian  de  Animal,  lib.  3. 
cap.  13, 

"  hunier.  HiiL  lib-  3.  v.  4. 


•  Ariftotle  has  not  related  this  hhk, 
rhowgh  he  has  been  accufed  of  it  by 
fume  writer»  on  ibe  anthoriiy  of  the 
Latin  tratiâation. 

"  Arit^ot.  HiA.  Anka.  Hb.  8.ca(^ 
IÎ.  p.  907.  Hei-odot.  lib.  %,  cap-  31. 
NoiinQs  a  p.  Ph<jC.  p*  B»  Ctefias  bd. 
eurul.  p.  44.  Metn.  de  I'Acad.  dti  Bell- 
Lettre,  t.  xxTÎii.  p.  3c5. 
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The  fame  caufe,  added  Euclid^  which  compels  certain  birds 
annually  to  exchaoge  one  country  for  another,  zCts  likewife  in 
the  depths  of  the  waters  p.  At  Byzantium  we  fee»  at  ftated 
times»  feveral  fpccies  of  fifli^  fometimes  afcend  towards  the 
Pontus  Euxinus,  and  at  other  feafons  defcend  into  the  ^gean 
Sea }  they  go  in  a  coUeâive  body,  like  the  birds  ;  and  their 
route,  like  human  life,  is  marked  by  the  fnares  which  await 
them  in  their  paflage. 

Refearches  have  been  made  into  the  duration  of  the  life  of 
animals  ;  and  it  has  been  thought  that,  in  many  fpecies,  the 
females  live  longer  than  the  males.  But,  without  attending  to 
this  difference,  we  may  affirm  that  dogs  commonly  live  four- 
teen or  fifteen,  and  fometimes  even  twenty  years  ^  ;  oxen  about 
the  fame  time  ^  ;  horfes  ufually  eighteen  or  twenty,  fometimes 
thirty,  or  even  fifty  »  ;  affes  about  thirty  ^  *  \  camels  above 
fifty  "  f ,  and  fometimes  even  to  a  hundred  ^  ;  elephants,  ac« 
cording  to  ibme,  live  two  hundred  years,  and,  according  to 
others,  three  hundred  ^^  It  was  anciently  pretended  that  the 
ftag  lived  four  times  the  age  of  the  crow,  and  the  latter  nine 
times  the  age  of  man  '.  All  that  is  at  prefent  certainly  known 
with  refpeâ  to  the  ftag  is,  that  the  time  of  geftation  and  the 
rapid  growth  of  that  animal  will  not  permit  us  to  fuppofe  that 
it  is  very  long-lived  ». 

Nature  fometimes  produces  exceptions  to  her  general  laws. 
The  Athenians  will  tell  you  of  a  mule  which  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years.  At  the  time  the  tempk  of  Minerva  was  built 
it  was  fet  at  liberty,  and  r^leaied  from  all  further  labour,  on 
account  of  its  great  age  ;  but  it  flill  continued  to  go  before 


P  Id.  ibid.  lib.  8.  cap.  I5.  p.  900. 

4  Id.  ibid.  Hb.  6.  cap.  ao.  t.  1.  p. 
878.    Buff.  Hift.  Nat.  t.v.  p.  aaj. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  il.  p.  879. 

'  Id.  ibid.  cap.  22.  p.  880. 

t  Id.  ibid.  cap.  23.  p.  SSi. 

*  According  to  M.  de  Buffoir,  afles, 
like  horfes  live  25«or  30  years  (Hift. 
I^tur.  t.  iv.  p.  226}. 

"  Ariftot.  Hift..Afiimal.  lib.  6.  cap. 


%6,  p.  882. 

t  According  to  M.  de^Baflfoti,  40  or 
5»  yean  (t.  ii.  p.  239). 

'  Ariltot.  Hift.  Animal,  lib.  8.  cap. 
p.  p.  906. 

y  Id.  ibid. 

*  Hefiod.  ap.  Plat,  de  Orac.  Defeat, 
t.  ii.  p.  415. 

*  Ariftot.  Hift.  Animal,  lib.  6.  cap. 
ap.  p.  883. 
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the  others,  animating  them  by  its  examplci  and  feeking  to  par- 
take in  their  toil.  •The  dealers  in  the  markets  were,  by  a  dc- 
*cree  of  the  people,  forbidden  to  drive  it  away  when  it  ap- 
proached the  baikets  of  grain  or  fruits  which  they  expofed  to 
falc^    . 

It  has  been  remarked,  as  I  have  faid  above,  that  nature  pafies 
from  one  genus  or  fpecies  to  another  by  imperceptible  grada- 
tions ^  ;  and  that  from  man  to  the  moft  infenCble  beings  all  her 
produ£lions  fcem  to  form  one  clofely  conneâed  ferics-  Let 
us  begin  with  minerals,  which  conftitutc  the  firft'link  of  the 
chain.  * 

I  behold  only  a  matter  which  is  paffive,  fterile,  unorganized, 
and  confequently  without  wants  and  without  fun£Uons.  Fre- 
fently  T  feem  to  difcern  in  certain  plants  a  kind  of  motion, 
fome  obfcure  fenfations,  a  fpark  of  life  ;  and  in  all  a  confiant 
reproduftion,  but  deprived  of  thofe  maternal  cares  by.  which  it 
is  cherifhed.  I  repair  to  the  ihores  of  the  fea,  and  am  inclined 
to  doubt  whether  its  (hell-fifli  belong  to  the  clafs  of  animals  or 
to  that  of  vegetables.'  Again  I  return,  and  the  figns  of  life 
multiply  around  me.  I  fee  beings  that  move,'  rcfpirè,  and  arc 
influenced  by  prffions  and  duties.  If  there  arc  fome  that,  like 
the  plants  of  which  I  have  juft  fpoken,  are  abandoned  to  chance 
from  the  moment  of  their  birth,  there  are  others  whofe  edu- 
cation is  attended  to  with  more' care.  Thefc  live  in  fociety 
with  the  fruit  of  their  loves-,  thofe  are  become  ftrangers  to 
their  families.  Scvcril  prefent  to  me  the  (ketch  of  our  man- 
ners :  I  find  among  them  gentle  l*J  ungovernable  difpofitions ; 
the  figns  of  mildnefs,  courage,  audacity,  barbarity,  fear,  and 
cowardice,  and  fometimes  even  the  image  of  prudence  and 
ycafon.  We  poflefs  underftanding,  wifdom,  and  the  arts; 
and  they  have  faculties  which  fupply  the  place  of  thcfe  advan- 
tages ^. 

-  """    '  ■  -  I  ■  »■ HI  I  -^^.^^^.—,^.1        1  — ^.— ^^ 

b  Id.  ibid.  cap.  24.  p.  S81.     Hin.  I      ^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  8.  cap.  i.  r.  i.  p.  8j7« 
!ib.  S,  cap-  44   t.  i.  p.  470*    i^iut.  de  i      ^  là.  ibiJ.  lib  p.  cap.  7.  p.  528. 
Uokrt.  A^aim^  t.  li.  p.  5^70.  | 
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This  fucceffion  of  analogies  at  length  condufts  us  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  chain)  where  man  is  placed.  Among  the  qua- 
lities which  entitle  him  to  tlie  iirft  rank,  I  remark  two  which 
are  eflential  :  the  firft  is  that  underftanding,  which  while  he 
lives  raifes  him  to  the  contemplation  of  celellial  things  ^  j  and 
the  fécond  his  happy  organization,  and  efpecially  the  touch, 
the  firft,  moft  necefiary,  and  mod  exquifite  of  our  fenfes  ^,  the 
iburce  of  induftry,  and  the  inftriunent  moft  proper  to  fécond 
the  operations  of  the  mind.  It  is  to  the  hand,  ■  faid  die  philo- 
fopher  Anaxagoras,  that  man  owes  a  part  of  his  fuperlority 
over  other  animals  ^ 

But  why,  faid  I,  do  you  place*man  at  the  extremity  of  the 
chain?  Is  the  immenfe  fpace  which  feparates  him  from  the 
Divme  Being  only  one  Vaft  defert  ?  The  Egyptians,  the  Chal- 
dean magi,  the  Phrygians,  and  the  Thracians  fill  this  interval 
with  beings  as  much  fuperior  to  us  as  we  are  to  the  brutes  **. 

I  meant,  replied  Euclid,  only  to  fpeak  of  vlfible  beings.  It 
is  to  be  prefumed  that  there  are  above  us  an  Infinite  number  of 
others  who  efcape  our  fight.  J*rom  the  rudeft  kind  of  exift- 
cncc  we  have  afcended  by  imperceptible  degrees  to  our  own 
fpecies  5  and,  in  proceeding  from  that  limit  to  the  Divinity,  we 
muft,  no  doubt,  pafs  through  different  orders  of  intelligences, 
.  by  fo  much  the  more  glorious  and  pure  as  they  approach  nearer 
to  the  throne  of  the  Eternal  Being, 

This  opinion,  which  is  conformable  to  the  progrefs  of  na- 
ture, is  equally  ancient  and  general  among  various  nations. 
From  th^m  we  have  borrowed  it  ;  and  we  believe  the  earth  and 
the  heavens  tp  be  filled  with  genii  to  whom  the  Supreme  Being 
has  confided  the  government  of  the  univerfe  *.    We  diftributc 


^  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  10.  cap.  p.  t.  ii. 
p.  14e. 

f  Id.  de  Part.  Anim.  iili.  a.  cap.  8. 
t.  i.  p.  987.  De  Senf.  cap.  4.  t.  i.  p. 
663,  Hift.  Aiiim.  lib.  i.  cap.  15.  t.  i. 
p.  773.  Dé  Anim.  lib.  2.  cap.  9.  t.  i. 
p«  64a  ;  lib.  ^  cap.  12.  p.  661.  Ano- 
ojm.  ap.  Pb9t.  p.  13 1 6. 

<  Plut.  de  FraU  Aoor.  t.  ii.  p,  478. 


^  Ariftot.  Met.  lib.  14.  cap.  4.  t.  ii. 
p.  1003.    Flue  dc  Or«c.  Def.  t.  ii.  p. 

415- 

1  Pytba^.  ap.  Dîog.  Laert.  lib.  8.  ( 
32.  Thaïes  ap.  eund.  lib.  i.  $  27.  Id. 
ap.*  Ariftot.  dc  Anim.  lib.  i.  cap.^>  t.1. 
p.  ^%9. .  Id.  ap.  Cicer.  de  Leg.  lib.  2. 
cap.  IX.  t.  iii.  p.  145.  Hat.  dc  Leg- 
lib.  19,  t.  ii.  p-^99- 
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them  thràughout  all  animated  naturC|  but  principally  in  thofe 
regions  which  extend  around  and  above  us,  from  the  earth  to  thç 
fphere  of  the  moon.  There  exercifiqg  an  cxtcnfive  authorkj, 
they  difpenfe  life  and  death,  good  and  evil,  light  and  darknefs. 

Each  nation  and  each  individual  find  in  thefe  invifible  agent% 
a  friend  anxious  to  prote£):,  or  an  enemy  ardent  to  periecutc 
them.  They  arc  clothed  with  an  aerial  body  ^,  and  their  cf- 
fence  is  of  a  middle  nature  between  the  divine  and  human  ^ 
They  excel  us  in  intelligence.  Some  are  fubjeû  to  like  paf- 
fions  with  us  \  and  the  greater  part  to  changes  by  which  they 
pafs  to  a  fuperior  order;  for  the  innumerable  multitude  of 
fjHrits  is  divided  into  four  principal  clailbs  :  the  iirft  is  that  of 
the  gods,  who  are  the  objects  of  adoration,  and  who  refide  in 
the  ftars  ;  the  fécond,  that  of  the  genii,  properly  fo  called  ;  the 
third,  that  of  the  heroes,  who,  during  their  lives,  have  rendered 
great  ferviccs  to  mankind  5  and  the  fourth,  that  of  the  fouls  of 
men  after  they  are  feparated  from  their  bodies.  We  decree  tq 
the  three  former  claffes  honours  in  which  we  ourfelves  {hall 
one  day  participate,  and  which  will  raife  us  fuccef&vely  to  the 
dignities  of  heroes,  genii,  and  gods  '^/ 

Euclid,  who  underftood  no  better  than  I  the  motives  for 
thefe  promotions,  added,  that  certain  genii  were,  like  us,  a 
prey  to  inquietudes,  and  like  us  fubjeâed  tq  death  **.  I  alked 
him  what  duration  had  been  affigned  to  their  life.  According 
to  Hefiod,  anfwered  he,  the  genii  live  fevcral  thoufand  years  ; 
and  according  to  Pindar  a  hamadriad  dies  with  the  tree  in 
which  it  is  enclofed  f . 

Sufficient  attention,  replied  I^  has  not  been  paid  to  this  moft 
intercfting  fubjeft  ;  it  would,  however,  be  of  importance  could 
we  learn  the  degree  of  authority  which  thefe  intelligences  cx- 
crcife  over  us.  Perhaps  we  ought  tq  attribute  to  them  many 
effeâs,  of  the  caufes  of  which  we  are  ignorant  :  they  arc  per- 
haps the  authors  of  many  unforefeen  events,  whether  in  games 


fe  Plut,  de  Orac.  Def.  t.  xi.  p.  431.      1 1.  iL  p.  4T5.    P/thâg.  t|i.  Diog.  Lteit 

I  M.  ibid.  p.  415.  lib.  ••  J  a^. 

•"  Id.  ibid.  p.  41  tf.'  I      **  Plot.  ibid.  p.  419.    - 

"  Hefiod.  ap.  Plut,  de  Orac.  Defea.  I     P  Id»  ibid.  p.  415. 
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mî  chance,  or  In  political  affairs.  I  conrVfs  I  am  difgitfted  with 
the  hiftory  of  men,  and  could  wlfii  i/i:it  of  thcfe  invlfible  beings 
might  be  written.  Here  comes  one,  anfwered  Euclid,  who  can 
furnifli  you  with  excellent  materials  for  fuch  a  work. 

The  Pythagorean  Teleficies  entering  at  the  fame  moment, 
informed  himfelf  of  the  fubje£l  of  our  convcrfation,  and  Teemed 
furprifed  that  wc  had  never  fecn  any  genii*.  It  is  true,  faid 
he,  they  only  manifcft  themfeivcr,  to  fouls  who  have  been  long 
prepared  by  meditation  and  prayer.  He  afterwards  confefled 
that  his  own  fometimcs  honoured  him  witli  his  prefence  j  and 
that,  yielding  one  day  to  his  repeated  entreaties,  he  had  con- 
veyed him  to  the  region  of  fpirits.  Condcfccnd,  faid  I,  to  re- 
late to  us  the  circumftances  of  your  journey  :  I  conjure  you  hi 
the  name  of  htm  who  taught  the  virtues  of  the  numbers  i,  2,  3^ 
4  '  *.  Teleficles  immediately  complied  with  my  rcqucll,  and 
began  as  foUoMrs  : 

The  moment  of  departure  being  arrived,  I  felt  my  foul  dif- 
cngaged  from  the  bonds  which  unite  it  to  the  body,  and  found 
inyfelf  in  the  midft  of  a  new  world  of  animated  fubftances, 
good  and  malevolent  «,  cheerful  and  melancholy,  prudent  and 
raflî.  We  followed  them  for  fome  time  ;  and  I  thought  I  could 
perceive  that  they  direûed  the  interefts  of  ftates  and  thofc  of 
individuals,  the  inquiries  of  fages,  and  the  opinions  of  the  mul- 
titude ^ 

Prefently,  a  female  figure,  of  gigantic  ftature,  extended  % 
fable  pall  over  the  vault  of  heaven  \  and  having  flowly  defcend- 
ed  to  the  earth,  gave  her  orders  to  her  attendants  who  followed 
her.  We  entered  feveral  houfes  where  Sleep  and  his  minifters 
were  profufely  flieddiiig  their  poppies  ;  and 'while  Silence  and 


4  Ariftot.  ap.  Apnl.  de  Deo  Socrat. 
t.  iup-Sj. 

'  lamblich.  cap*  18.  p.  117;  cap.  39. 
p.  X3S.  Pythag.  Aur.  Carm.  v.  47. 
Hierocl.  ibid.  p.  170. 

•  That  is  to  fay,  in  the  name  ofPy- 
thagoras,^  I  have  given  the  form  of 
adjuratioà  in  ufe  amoog  the  difciples 


of  that  great  mao  who  difcovered  the 
hariDonical  proportions  in  tbefe  nam* 
bers. 

«  Thai.  Pythag.  Plat.  ap.  Plot,  dc 
Plac.  Philof.  lib.  i.  cap.  8.  t.  ii.  p.  S82. 

'  Mcfhem.  in  Cudvr.  cap.  4*  $  34*  p> 
7p8.    Bruck.  t.  i.  p.  1113. 
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Peace  were  foftly  feated  near  the  virtuous  man^  Remorfe  and 
terrifying  fpeûres  violently  {hook  the  bed  of  the  villain.  Plato 
wrote  as  the  genius  of  Homer  dilated  to  him,  and  pleafing 
dreams  fluttered  around  the  youthful  Lycoris. 

Aurora  and  the  Hours,  faid  my  conduûor  to  me,  now  unbar 
the  gates  of  day  ;  it  is  time  for  us  to  rife  into  the  air.  Behold 
the  tutelary  genii  of  Athens,  Corinth,  and  Lacedaemon,  who 
hover  on  the  wing,  and  fly  in  circles  above  thofe  cities  ".  They 
drive  away  from  them,  as  far  as  is  in  their  power,  the  evils  by 
which  they  are  menaced.  Yet  foou  (hall  their  fields  be  laid 
wafte  ;  for  the  genii  of  the  fouth,  enveloped  in  gloomy  clouds, 
advance  witli  hoarfe  clamours  againft  thofe  of  tlie  north.  Wars 
are  as  frequent  in  thefe  regions  as  on  earth  ;  and  the  combat 
of  the  Titans  and  the  Typhons  was  only  a  conteft  between 
two  tribes  of  genii  *. 

Now  obferve  thofe  bufy  agents  who,  with  a  flight  as  rapid 
and  reftlcfs  as  that  of  the  fwallow,  Ocim  the  earth,  and  caft  on 
every  fide  their  eager  and  piercing  eyes.  Thcfe  are  the  infpec- 
tors  of  human  affairs  ;  fome  of  whom  dliFufe  gentle  influences 
over  the  mortals  they  protcfk  y,  while  others  let  loofe  the  im- 
placable Nemèfis  to  punifli  the  guilty  *.  Behold  thefe  media- 
tors, thofe  interpreters,  who  afcend  and  defcend  inceflantly  : 
they  convey  to  the  gods  the  vows  and  offerings  of  men,  and 
bring  back  to  earth  happy  or  ill-boding  dreams,  and  the  fecrets 
of  futurity  *,  which  are  afterwards  revealed  to  mankmd  by  the 
oracles. 

O  my  proteftor  !  fuddenly  exclaimed  I  ;  fee  yonder  are  be- 
ings whofe  ftature  and  gloomy  appearance  infpirc  terror  :  they 
are  coming  towards  us.  Let  us  fly  them,  faid  he  ;  they  are 
wretched  fpirits,  the  happinefs  of  others  irritates  them,  and 


"  Paufan.   lib.  8.   cap.  lo.  p.  620. 
Qem.  Alex.  Cohort,  ad  Gent.  p.  35. 
*    *  Plut,  de  Ifid.  t.  ii.  p.  360.    Id.  de 
Orac.  Defec.  p.  421. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  417.    Hefiod.  Ibid. 


*  Tiro.  Locr.  in  Oper.  Plat.  t.  iii.  p. 

^  Plut,  in  Conviv.  t.  iii.  p.  aoa  et 
«03.  Plut,  de  Ifid.  t.  ii.  p.  361.  Id. 
de  Orac.  Def.  p.  4KS.  Biof.  Laert4  lib. 
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they  only  fparc  thofc  who  pafs  their  lives  in  fufferings  and  in 
tears  •». 

Efcapcd  from  their  fury,  we  met  with  other  objeûs  not  le6 
affliéling.  Ate,  the  deteftable  Ate,  the  eternal  fource  of  the 
diflcnfions  which  torment  men,  fiercely  ftalked  above  their 
heads,  and  breathed  into  their  hearts  outrage  and  vengeance  ^  ^ 
^while,  with  a  timid  ftep  and  downcaft  eyes,  the  Prayers  fol- 
lowed in  her  footfteps,  and  endeavoured  to  reilore  peace 
wherever  Difcord  had  appeared**.  Glory  was  followed  by 
Envy,  who  at  the  fame  time  gnawed  her  own  fides  ^  Truth  by 
Impofture,  who  every  inftant  changed  her  mafk  j  and  each  vir- 
tue by  fcveral  vices  who  carried  nets  or  poniards. 

On  a  fudden.  Fortune  appeared.  I  congratulated  her  on 
the  gifts  wlûch  ihe  diftributed  to  mortals.  I  give  not,  faid  flie, 
in  a  ftem  tone  ;  but  I  lend  at  great  intereft  ^  As  (he  uttered 
thefe  words,  Ihe  dipped  the  flowers  and  fruits  which  Ihe  held 
in  one  hand  into  a  cup  of  poifon  which  ihe  carried  in  the 
ether. 

Two  powerful  divinities  then  pafied  us,  who  left  behind 
them  long  ftreams  of  light.  Thefe,  faid  my  conduftor,  are 
the  impetuous  Mars  and  the  wife  Minerva.  Two  armies  are 
approaching  each  other  in  Boètsthi:  Minerva  haftens  to  take 
her  dation  by  the  fide  of  Epaminondas,  the  general  of  the 
Thebans  ;  and  Mars  flies  to  join  the  Lacedsemonians,  who  will 
be  vanquiihed  ;  for  wifdom  muft  ever  triumph  over  valour. 

Obferve,  at  the  fame  time,  yon  pairyjf  genii  who  precipi- 
lately  defcend  to  earth.  The  one  is  a  good  and  the  other  an 
evil  genius  ;  they  haften  to  exert  their  power  on  a  new-bom 
infant  :  in  this  firft  moment  of  his  exiftence  they  will  contend 
with  each  other  to  give  him  all  the  good  qualities,  or  all  the  de- 
formities of  which  the  heart  and  mind  are  capable  ;  and  ia 


b  Xenocr.  ap.  Plut,  de  liid.  t.  iL  p.  I      <l  Id.  ibid.  lib.  9.  ▼.  5C0. 
361.  I     ^  Bioa.  ap.  Scob.  Serm.  103.  p.  563, 

^  Hoffler.  Iliad,  lib.  19.  v.  9x«  |  1 


Digitized 


by  Google 


4IZ 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE* 


the  courfe  of  his  life  he  will  incline  to  good  or  evil,  as  the  in^» 
fluence  of  the  one  IhaU  prevail  over  that  of  the  other  '. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  beheld  beings  afcend  and  defcend^  whofc 
features  appeared  to  me  more  grofs  than  thofe  of  the  genii.  I 
was  informed  that  thefc  were  fouls  which  were  about  to  be 
united  to,  or  which  had  lately  quitted,  mortal  bodies.  On  a 
fudden  there  appeared  numerous  fwarms  of  them,  which  fol- 
lowed each  other  at  intervals,  and  fpread  themfelves  through 
the  wide  fields  of  air,  like  clouds  of  a  whitifh  dud.  The  battle 
is  begun,  faid  the  genius  ;  the  blood  flows  in  torrents*  O 
blind  and  v/retched  mortals  !  Behold  the  fouls  of  the  Lacedae* 
monians  and  Thebans  who  perifli  in  the  fields  of  Leuôra  ! 
Whether  are  they  going,  faid  I  ?  Follow  me,  anfwered  he,  and 
you  fhall  know. 

We  pafTed  the  boundaries  of  the  empire  of  darkncfs  and  of 
death  •,  and,  having  proceeded  beyond  the  fphere  of  the  moon, 
arrived  at  the  regions  which  are  enlightened  by  eternal  day- 
Let  us  ftop  a  moment,  faid  my  guide.  Survey  the  magnificent 
fcene  which  furrounds  us,  and  liften  to  the  divine  harmony 
that  is  produced  by  the  regular  motion  of  the  heavenly  bodies  '. 
Obferve  how  each  planet  and  each  ftar  is  attended  by  a  genius 
which  dire£ts  its  courfe.  Thefe  ftars  are  inhabited  by  fublime 
inteliigcnces  of  a  nature  fuperior  to  ours. 

While,  fixing  my  eyes  on  the  fun,  I  contemplated,  with  ra- 
vifliing  delight,  the  genius  whofe  vigorous  arm  propels  that 
refplcndent  globe  along  the  p::th  which  it  defcribes^,  I  faw 
him  rcpulfe  with  fury  the  greater  part  of  the  fouls  which  we 
had  met,  permitting  only  a  fmall  number  of  them  to  plunge 
into  the  boiling  waves  of  that  luminary  K  Thefc  latter,  faid 
my  guide,  are  lefs  guilty  than  the  others,  and  will  be  purified 
by  the  flame  ;  after  which  they  will  wing  their  way  to  die 


f  Empedotl.  ap.  Plut.  de  Anim. 
Tranquil,  t.  iL  p.  474.  Xenocr.  et 
PUt.  kj).  eu'id.  de  Orac.  Def.  p.  419. 
Van  Dale  dc  Orac  p.  6. 

If  Iambi,  dc  Vit.  Pytha^.  cap.  15.  p. 


52.  Empedocl.  ap.  Porphyr.  de  Vir. 
Pytha?.  p.  35. 

1»  Plat,  dc  Leg.  lib.  10.  t.  ii.  p.  8ro. 

i  Porphyr.  de  Abfltn.  Kb.  4.  j  to.  f • 
329.'    Bruck.  t.  i.  p.  tg6. 
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different  ftars,  in  which  they  were  diftributed  at  the  time  of 
the  formation  of  the  unirerfe,  where  they  will  remain  until 
the  laws  of  nature  recal  them  to  the  earth  to  animate  other 
bodies  ^.  But  what,  faid  I,  fliall  be  the  deftiny  of  thofe  whom 
the  genius  has  repulfed  ?  They,  anfwered  he,  muft  repair  to 
the  Field  of  Truth,  where  juft  judges  will  condemn  the  mod 
criminal  to  the  torments  of  Tartarus  ',  and  the  others  to  long 
and  painful  peregrinations.  Then,  direâing  my  eyes,  he  (bow- 
ed me  millions  of  fouls,  who,  for  thoufands  of  years,  had  wan- 
dered mournfully  in  the  air,  and  exhaufted  themfelres  in  Tain 
efforts  to  obtain  an  afylum  in  one  of  the  celeftial  globes". 
Thcfe,  faid  he,  can  only  arrive,  like  the  firft,  at  tlic  place  of 
their  origin,  after  fevere  trials  ^. 

Filled  with  commiferation  at  their  fufferings,  I  entreated  my 
guide  to  remove  me  from  the  fight  of  them,  and  conduâ  me 
toward  a  diftant  part  of  the  heavens  whence  iflucd  rays  of  a 
moft  refplendent  light.  I  hoped  to  obtain  a  glimpfe  of  the 
fovereign  of  the  univerfe,  furrounded  by  the  attendants  of  his 
throne,  which  our  philofophers  call  numbers,  eternal  ideas, 
and  immortal  genii  <'.  He  inhabits,  faid  the  genius,  a  region 
inaccellible  to  mortals  4  offer  to  him  your  adoration,  and  let  us 
dcfccnd  to  the  earth. 

After  Teleficles  had  retired,  I  faid  to  Euclid,  By  what  name 
are  we  to  call  the  difcourfe  we  have  juft  heard  ?  Is  it  a  dream, 
or  is  it  a  (iâiôn  ?  It  is  certainly  one  or  the  other,  anfwered  he  ; 
but,  in  faft,  Teleficles  has  advanced  fcarcely  any  thing  which 
is  not  conformable  to  the  opinions  of  the  philofophers.  We 
muft  do  him  juftice  :  he  might,  by  adopting  thofe  of  the  mul- 
titude, confiderably  have  iiicreafed  the  population  of  the  air  ; 
and  have  fpoken  concerning  thofe  (hades  which  the  art  of  di- 
viners and  forcerers  ralfes  up  from  the  recefles  of  the  tomb  ^  ; 


k  Plat,  in  Tim.  t.  iiî.  p.  4?. 

I  AxiocK  ap.  Wut.  t.  iii.  p.  371. 

^  Empedocl.  «p.  Plut,  de  Vitand. 
^re  Alten.  L  ii  p.  830.  Diog.  Laert, 
lib.  8.  i  77. 


^  Plat.  ÎU  Tim.  t.  lii.  p.  4«. 

°  Anonym,  de  Vit.  Pythag.  tp.  Phot, 
p.  1 3 16.  Beaufobr.  Hxft.  du  Manich. 
t.  i.  p.  576. 

P  Homer.  Oèjff.  lib.  ii.  v.  J^- 
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of  thofe  unhappy  fouls  which  hover  difquleted  around  that 
bodies  deprived  of  burial  ;  and  of  thofe  gods  and  phantoms 
which  roam  the  ftreets  during  the  night  to  terrify  or  to  devour 
children  ^. 

I  am  obliged  to  him  for  this  moderationi  replied  I  :  but  I 
could  wifliy  that  he  had  enlarged  fomewhar  more  on  the  nature 
of  that  beneficent  being  to  which  I  appertain  ;  and  which,  as 
has  been  faid,  God  has  appointed  to  watch  over  my  thoughts 
and  aélions  ''.  Why  am  I  not  permitted  to  Jcnow  and  to  love 
him  ?  Telcficlcs  has  already  anfwered  your  queftion,  replied 
Euclid.  The  happinefs  of  feeing  the  genii  is  only  permitted  to 
pure  fouls.  I  have  however  heard,  faid  I,  of  apparitions  that 
.  have  been  fecn  by  a  whole  people.  Undoubtedly,  anfwered 
Euclid  $  and  of  this  kind  was  that,  the  ^adition  of  which  is  ftill 
preferved  in  Italy,  and  which  has  been  made  the  fubjeâ  o{  a 
painting  that  I  myfelf  have  feen.  The  tale  is  a  tiflue  of  abfur- 
dities,  but  it  will  at  lead  (how  to  what  an  extravagant  length 
impofture  and  credulity  have  fometimes  been  carried. 

Ulyfles  having  landed  at  Temefa,  a  town  of  the  Brutii,  one 
of  his  companions,  named  Polites,  was  murdered  by  the  inha- 
bitants, who  foon  after  fufiered  all  the  fcourges  of  celeftial  ven*- 
geance.  The  oracle  being  confulted,  commanded  them  to  ap- 
peafe  the  genius  of  Polifes,  to  ereâ  a  facred  edifice  to  his  ho- 
nour, and  annually  to  oflFer  to  him  the  mod  beautiful  virgin  to 
be  found  in  the  country.  They  obeyed,  and  their  calamities 
ceafed.  Towards  the  fixty-fixth  Olympiad,  a  famous  athleta, 
named  Euthymus,  arrived  at  Temefa  at  the  time  when  one  of 
thefe  unhappy  viâims  wsf^  to  be  carried  into  the  temple.  He 
obtained  permiilion  to  follow  her;  and,  enamoured  of  her 
charms,  aiked  her,  if  fhe  would  confcnt  to  marry  him  if  he 
(hould  deliver  her.  She  confented  :  the  genius  appeared  ;  and, 
being  overpowered  by  the  fuperior  ftrength  of  the  athleta,  re- 
nounced the  tribute  which  he  had  received  during  feven  or 


*>  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  a.  t.  ii.  p.  sSr.  I      '  Id.  de  Leg.  lib.  lO.  t.  iL  p.  903  et 
Thcocr,  Idyl.  15.  v.  40.  |  90^. 
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«ight  centuries,  and  haftened  to  precipitate  himfelf  into  the 
neighbouring  fea  '• 


CHAP.  LXV. 

Continuation  of  the  Uhrary.^^Ht/lorjm 

vL  HE  next  day  Euclid,  feeing  me  arrive  eariy,  faid  tAne,  You 
give  me  new  courage  :  I  had  feared  that  you  had  been  difgu(b- 
ed  by  the  length  of  our  lad  converfation.  To-day  we  will  turn 
our  attention  to  hiftory,  and  we  ihall  not  be  retarded  in  our 
progrefs  by  opinions  and  precepts.  Many  authors  have  written 
hiftory  \  but  bo  one  has  yet  treated  on  the  manner  in  which  it 
ought  to  be  written,  and  the  (lyle  fuitable  to  hiftorical  narra^ 
tion  *. 

.  We  Ihall  place  at  the  head  of  thefe  authors  Cadmus,  who 
lived  about  two  centuries  fince.  His  work  is  an  illuitration  of 
the  antiquities  of  Miletus,  his  country  ",  and  was  abridge  by 
Bion  of  Proconnefus  '.  ' 

.  From  the  time  of  Cadmus  we  have  an  imintemipted  fuccef- 
Con  of  hiftorians.  Among  the  moft  ancient  I  fhall  name,  £u«- 
geon  of  Samos,  Deiochus  of  Proconnefus,  Eudemus  of  Paros» 
and  Democles  of  Pygela  ^,  WJien  I  read  thefe  authors,  an- 
fwered  I,  I  was  not  only  difgufted  at  the  abfurd  fables  which 
they  relate,  but  rcjefted  all  the  faéis  they  record,  except  thofe 
to  which  they  had  themfelves  bec^n  witnefles.  For,  in  fine, 
^nce  they  were  the  firft  who  tranfmitted  them  to  us,  from  what 
iburces  did  they  derive  their  knowledge  ? 

.  They  found  them,  replied  Euclid,  in  tradition,  which,  from 
age  .to  age,  preferves  the  memory  of  the  revolutions  that  have 
affliâed  mankind  ;  in  the  writings  of  poets,  who  have  eternized 
the  glory  of  heroes,  the  genealogies  of  fovereigns,  and  the  origin 


•  Strab.  lib.  6.  p.  255.  Paufan.  lib. 
éL  cap.  6.  p.  467. 

<  Cicer.  de  Orat.  lib.  %»  cap.  15.  t.  i. 
p.  to6. 


^  Suid.  in  ZJàfu 

^  Clem.  Alex.  Jtrom.  lib.  ^»  p.  75  2. 
y  Dionyf.  Halic.  de  Thucyd.  Jud.  t. 
vi.  p.  81 8. 
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and  emigrations  of  various  nations  '  ;  in  thofe  long  infcriptiofU 
which  record  treaties  between  ftates  *  ;  and  the  regiftcrs  of  the 
fucceiTion  of  the  priefts,  preferved  in  the  principal  temples  of 
Greece  ^.  T1 /!y  found  them  alfo  in  the  feftivals,  ftatues,  altars^ 
and  edifices  confecrated  on  account  of  certain  events^  the  me- 
mory of  which  the  places  and  ceremonies  feemed  annually  t» 
lenew* 

It  is  trrc,  that  the  narrative  of  thefe  events  became  gradually 
loaded  with  mar^'eilous  circumftances,  and  that  our  firft  hifto« 
nans  adopted,  without  examination,  this  confafed  mafs  of  tnitli 
and  error.  But,  foon  after,  Acufilausy  Pherecydes,  HecataeiM^ 
Xanthus,  Hellanicus)  and  others,  difcriminated  with  better  judg^ 
ment  ;  and,  though  they  did  not  entirely  reftorc  order  to  the 
diaos,  they  at  leaft  gave  the  example  of  contemning  jis  they 
merited  the  fiftlons  of  the  firft  ages. 

Here  is  the  work  in  which  Acufilaus  has  given  the  genealo- 
pcs  of  the  ancient  royal  families  *.  He  goes  back  to  the  age» 
before  the  war  of  Troy,  and  even  as  far  as  Phoroneus  Idng  of 
Argos.  I  know  it,  anfwered  I  ;  and  I  laughed  heartily  when  1 
fonnd  that  author,  and  tliofe  who  followed  him,  called  Phoro» 
neâs  the  firft  of  mortals^.  Acufilaus,  however,  dcfcrvcs  our 
lenity/,  if  he  makes  the  origin  of  the  human  race  too  modem, 
he  removes  back  that  of  Lore,  whom  he  confidcrs  as  one  of  the 
moft  ancient  of  the  gods,  and  reprsfents  as  born  with  the 
%w>rld«. 

A  fliort  time  after,  Acufilaus,  faid  Euclid,  flourifhed  Phere- 
cydes  of  AAcnSj  or  rather  of  Lcros,  one  of  the  Sporadc  iflands  ^4 
He  has  coUeûcd  the  trviditions  relative  to  the  hiftory  of  Athens, 
Srnd,  occafionaily,  to  that  of  the  neighbouring  ftates  •=•  Hi«  work 


*  Mem.  de  TAcad.  dîs  BcII.  tettr.  1      *  Clein.  Alex  Strom.  Bh.  t.  p.  jS». 
f.  vi.  p.  165.  I  Soion.  ap.  Pint,  in  Tiiio.  t.  ivi.  p.  X2. 

•  Tacit.  Ann.  4.  cap.  43,  !      *^  Plat,  in  Convlv.  t.  iii.  p.  17B, 

«>  Ilmcyfl.   hb.  «.    cap.  t.      S<:hoJ.  i      f  Sftlw».  m  Pi«j<  p.  S4Û.     VoflC  àt 
ibid.     Dionyf.  Halic.  Antiq.  Ilortvan,  ■'  îlift.  CirtCQ.  lib.  4.  p.  445.     Mem.  de 


lib.  I.  t.  j.  p.  181.  Pt)!yb.  Exverpu  p. 
50.  Mem.  de  TAcad,  des  BcII.  t.  xxiii. 
p.  394- 


I'Acad.  des  Brlî.  Letir.  t.  xxix,  p.  67. 

K  Suid.  in  4>i^.  Schol.  Ap»li.  Rhc^- 
paflîai» 
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txmtatns  ÎAterefttng  details,  fuch  as  the  founding  of  feveral  ci* 
ties^  aÀd  the  emigrations  of  the  firft  inhabitants  of  Greece  K 
His  genealogies  have  a  defed,  which,  in  the  origin  of  focieties, 
rendered  a  family  iiluftrious.  After  they  have  been  carried 
back  to  the  moft  remote  ages,  the  knot  is  folved  by  the  inter* 
vention  of  fome  divinity.  Thus,  for  example,  we  are  tdd,  that 
Orion  was  the  fou  of  Neptune  and  Euryale,  and  Triptolemus 
the  fon  of  Ocean  and  the  Earth  K 

About  the  fame  time  appeared  Hecatsus  of  Miletus,  and 
Xanthus  of  Lydia,  who  both  acquired  a  reputation  enfeebled» 
but  not  deftroyed  by  the  labours  of  others.  The  former,  in  .hid 
hiftory  and  his  genealogies,  undertakes  to  illuftrate  the  antiqui- 
ties of  the  Greeks,  which  he  fometimes  examines  critically,  and 
rejeâs  the  marvellous.  He  begins  his  work  as  follows  :  *'  He-* 
catxus  of  Miletus  is  the  author  of  this  hiftory  ;  I  have  written 
what  appeared  to  me  to  be  true.  The  Greeks,  in  my  opinion» 
have  related  many  things  which  are  contradiâory  and  ridicu-*- 
lous  K^  Should  we  imagine  that,  after  this  inc^oduâion,  he- 
would  have  attributed  the  power  of  fpeech  to  the  ram  which 
carried  Plirixus  to  Colchis  '  ? 

The  fubjeâ  of  hiftoty  had  hitherto  been  confined  to  Greece  ; 
Hecataeus  extended  its  limits  to  Egypt,  and  other  countries  till 
then  unknown  °*.  His  defcription  of  the  earth  threw  a  new 
light  on  geography  ^,  and  furnUhed  materials  to  the  hiftorians 
who  have  followed  him  ®. 

Here  is  the  hiftory  of  Lydia  by  Xanthus,  an  accurate  writer, 
and  extremely  well  acquainted  with  the  antiquities  of  his  coun«> 
try  P.  Near  it  are  feveral  works  which  Hellanicus  of  Lefbos 
has  publiihed  oa  the  different  nations  of  Greece  ^    This  au- 


^  Dionyf.  Halic.  Aiitiq.X.oiB.lib.  i. 
t.  i.  p.  35. 

I  Apallod.  Biblioth.  lib.  r.  p.  15  et 

«^ 

k  Demet.  Phal.  àt  Elocut.  cap.  la. 

1  Mem.  de  1*A.  id.  des  Bell.  Lcttr.  t. 
vi  p.  47«« 

™  Herodot.  Kb  a.  cip.  143.  Aga^ 
them,  de  Oeogr.  lib.  I.  cap.  x. 

Fol.  III.  D  d 


*  Stnb.  lib.  z  p.  x'et  7  ;  lib.  6w  p. 
171}  lib.  12.  p.  5  so* 

®  Porph.  ap.  Eufeb.  Pfsep.  Evaog. 
lib.  TO.  cap.  3.  p.  465. 

P  Dionyf.  Halic.  Antiq.  Rom.  lib»  U 
t.  i.  p.  73. 

4  Vofl*.  de  Hi(t  Orxc.lib.  i.  cap.  I« 
p.  7  ;  lib.  4.  cap.  5.  p.  448. 
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thor,  who  died  m  the  twenty-firft  year  of  the  PeloponneEan 
war  '  %  is  fometimes  defeâive  from  want  of  method)  and  too 
great  brevity  %  but  he  dofes  with  honfiur  the  lift  of  our  carUeft 
l)iftorian9* 

AIL  thefe  writers  had  confined  themfelyes  to  the  hiftory  of  a 
fingle  city  or  ftate,  and  all  were  ignorant  of  the  art  of  conneâ- 
ing  in  one  ieries  the  events  which  have  pafled  in  the  difibient 
nations  of  the  earth,  and  forming  one  regular  whole  from  fuch 
z  number  of  detached  parts.  Herodotus  had  the  merit  of  con- 
ceiving and  executing  this  grand  idea*  He  unfolded  to  the 
eyes  of  the  Greeks  the  annals  of  the  known  world  i  2nd  pie- 
fçnted  to  them,  in  one  point  of  view,  whatever  memorable  tran& 
aâions  had  paâèd  during  a  fpace  of  about  two  hundred  and 
forty  years  \  Then  was  feen,  for  the  firft  time,  a  fucceOIon  of 
images,  which,  placed  by  the  fide  of  each  other,  only  became 
more  terrifying  ;  nations  were  beheld  ever  difqmet  and  in  mo- 
tion, though  jealous  of  their  tranquillity  ;  difunited  by  intereft, 
and  conneâed  by  war  ;  fighing  for  liberty,  and  groaning  under 
tyranny  ;  every,  where  guilt  was  leen  triumphant,  virtue  perfe- 
cuted,  the  earth  deluged  with  blood,  and  the  empire  of  deftruc- 
tion  eftabliihed  from  one  end  of  the  world  to  the  other.  But 
the  hand  which  depiâed  thefe  icenes  knew  fo  well  to  fofien  the 
horror  of  them  by  the  charms  of  colouring  and  agrec;ahle  ima- 
ges ;  to  the  beauties  of  the  defign  added  fuph  grace,  harmony, 
and  variety  ;  and  fo  frequently  excited  that  fweet  fenfibility 
which  rejoices  in  good  and  laments  evil  ",  that  the  work  of  He- 
rodotus was  confidered  as  one  of  the  nobleft  produûions  of  the 
human  mind.  , 

Permit  me  here  to  venture  a  refleâion.  It  feems,  that,  in 
literature  as  in  the  arts,  men  of  abilities  have  firft  entered  the 
lifts,  and  ftruggled  for  fome  time  agabft  difficulties.  After 
thefe  have  exhaufted  their  eiForts,  a  man  of  genius  arifes,  and 


^  Mena,  de  l*Acad«  des  Bell.  Lettr. 
t.  xxiz.  p.  70. 
*  Towards  the   jtn  410   before 

Chrift. 


•  Thucyd.  lib,  i.  cap.  97. 
t  DionyL  Halic.  de  Thucyd*  Jodie. 
1.  VÎ.  p.  890. 
^  Id.  £pia«  ad  Pomp.  t.  ri.  p.  774* 
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ibnn»  a  model  which  pafles  all  the  boundaries  before  knowm 
This  is  what  Homer  did  for  the  epic  poem,  and  what  Herodo* 
tus  has  done  for  general  hiftory.  Thofe  who  ihall  come  afteif 
the  latter  may  diftinguifh  themfelves  by  the  beauties  of  narra-^ 
tiye,  or  more  luminous  criticifm  ;  but  in  the  conduâ  of  the 
vrork,  and  the  conneâion  of  faâsj  they  will  doubtleû  feek  lefs 
to  Aupafs^H  to  equal  him. 

As  to  the  circumftances  of  his  life,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  oI>» 
fervei  that  he  was  bom  in  the  city  of  Halicamaffiis  in  Caria,  to- 
wards the  fourth  year  of  the  fevcnty-third  Olympiad  *  *  ;  that 
he  travelled  into  the  greater  part  of  the  countries  of  which  he 
intended  to  write  the  hiftory  y  that  his  work,  read  in  the  aflemn^ 
bly  at  the  Olympic  games,  and  afterwards  in  that  of  the  Atho- 
niansi  was  received  with  univerfal  applaufe  ^  ;  and  that,  when 
forced  to  leave  his  country,  which  was  rent  by  faâions,  he  went 
to  end  his  days  in  a  city  of  Gnecia  Magna  '• 

In  the  fame  age  lived  Thucydides,  younger  dian  Herodotus 
hf  about  thirteen  years  *•  He  was  of  one  of  the  firft  families 
of  Athens  ^  Placed  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  ttoops,  he  for 
fome  time  held  in  awe  the  forces  of  Brafidas,  the  moft  able  ge- 
neral of  Lacedsemon  ^  ^  but  the  latter  having  furprifed  the  city 
of  Amphipèlis,  Athens  revenged  on  Thucydides  a  mbfortune 
which  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  prevent. 

During  his  baniihment  from  his  native  country,  from  which 
he  was  abfent  twenty  years  S  he  colleâed  materials  for  the 
hiftory  of  the  Peloponnefian  war,  and  fpared  neither  pains  nor 
coEpence  to  make  himfelf  acquainted,  not  only  with  die  caufes 
whidi  produced  it,  but  alfo  with  the  particular  interefts  by 
which  it  was  continued^.  He  vifîted  the  different  inimical 
ftates,  and  every  where  confulted  the  principal  perfons  in  the 


'  Scali;^.  td  E&feb.  p.  loi.  Corfin. 
Faft.  Attic,  t.  iii.  p.  157. 

*  Ahout  che  year  484  before  Chrtft. 

'  Lucian.  in  Herodot.  t.  i.p.  833. 
Snfeb.  Chroa.  p.  KS9.  Piuf.  de  Hercd. 
Malign,  t.  ii.  p.  862. 

'  Suid.  in*M^Jlr. 


*  Pamph.tp.  Aol.  Gell.  lib.  15.  cap. 

»»  Marcell.  Vit.  Thucyd. 
^  Thucyd:  lib.  4.  cap.  to^. 
d  Id.  lib.  5.  cap.  36. 
«  Maicelh  Vit.  Thucyd. 
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goremm^t,  the  generals,  the  foldiers  ;  and  was  himfelf  a  wif» 
neis  to  the  greater  pan  of  the  events  he  propofed  to  itlate.  His 
hiftorj,  which  comprifes  the  firft  one-and-twenty  years  of  that 
fatal  war,  is  ftrongly  charaâerized  by  his  love  of  truth,  and  his 
difpofition  which  inclined  him  to  refleâion.  Sonae  Athenians, 
who  had  feen  him  after  his  return  from  exile,  have  afiured  me 
that  he  was  naturally  very  ferious,  thinking  much,  and  fpeaking 

lituc  ^ 

He  was  more  defirons  to  inftruâ  than  to  pleafe,  and  to  ar« 
rive  at  the  end  he  had  propofed,  than  to  wander  from  it  by  di- 
greiTions  ^  :  his  work  thereifore  is  not,  like  that  of  Herodotus,  a 
fpecies  of  poem,  in  which  we  find  the  traditions  of  different 
nations  concerning  their  origin,  the  analyfis  of  their  manners 
and  cuftoms,  the  defcription  of  the  countries  they  inhabit,  and 
marvellous  narratives  which  almoft  always  awaken  the  imagina- 
tion }  but  contains  die  annals,  or  rather  the  memcnrs  of  a  fol- 
dier,  who,  at  once  a  ftatefman  and  a  philofopher,  has  inter- 
mingled in  his  narrations  and  his  harangues,  the  principles  of 
wifdom  which  he  had  learned  from  Anaxagoras,  and  the  leflbns 
of  eloquence  which  he  had  received  from  the  orator  Antiphon  K 
His  refleâions  are  often  profound,  and  always  juft  :  his  ftyle, 
which  is  energetic,  concife,  and  therefore  fometimes  obfcure  ^, 
at  intervals  offends  the  ear  ;  but  it  inceflantly  commands  atten- 
tion, and  it  may  be  faid  that  its  harOmefs  gives  it  majefty  K  If 
this  eftimable  author  employs  obfolete  expreilions  or.  novel 
words,  it  is,  bccaufe  a  mind  like  his  can  rarely  acconunodate 
itfelf  to  a  language  which  is  fpoken  by  every  body.  It  has  been 
alleged,  that  Herodotusi  from  perfonal  reafons,  lias  related  tra- 
ditions, which  are  injurious  to  certain  nations  of  Greece  ^  Thu- 
cydides  has  only  (lightly  mentioned  his  baniibment,  and  that 

f  Idem.  1  ctp.  9.  p.  42^-*  Dîonjf.  Halic.  de  Tha* 


S  Thttcyd.  lib.  1.  cap.  23.    <^intil. 
lib.  to.  cap.  1.  p.  614. 

h  Marccll.  Vit.  Thucyd. 
'      I  Cicer.  de  Ont.  Ub.  a.  cap.  13  et 
at.  t.  i.  p.  204  et  ai4.    Id^deCIar. 
Orat.  cap.  83.  t.  i.  p.  406.    Id.  Orat. 
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cyd.  Jud,  t.  vi.  p.  8^7. 
k  Oeipetr.  Phaler.  de  £loc.  cap.  4S 

et49« 
I  Plut,  de  Herod.  Mali^.  t.  ii.pb 
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irlthout  defending  himfclfy  or  complaining  of  his  fate  ^  ;  and 
has  rcprcfcnted  Brafidas,  whofe  glory  cclipfed  ,his  own,  and 
whofe  fucccfsoccafioncd  his  difgrace,  as  a  truly  great  man.  The 
hiftory  of  Thucydides  was  excellently  continued  by  Xcnophon, 
with  whom  you  have  been  acquainted  \ 

Herodotus,  Thucydides,  and  Xcnophon  will,  no  doubt,  be 
confidered  by  pofterity  as  the  mod  eminent  of  our  hiftorianst 
though  they  diièr  eflentially  in  their  ftyle  :  and  efpecially,  ad- 
ded I,  in  the  manner  in  which  they  feverally  viewed  objeds. 
Herodotus  every  where  beholds  a  jealous  divinity,  who  follows 
men  and  empires  to  the  higheft  point  of  their  elevation,  to  pre- 
cipitate them  into  the  abyfs  ^  \  Thucydides  only  fees,  in  each 
i>everfe  of  fortune,  the  errors  of  the  chiefs  of  the  ftate,  or  the 
generals  of  the  army  ^  while  Xcnophon  almoft  conflantly  at- 
tributes all  good  or  ill  fuccefs  to  the  favour  or  the  anger  of  the 
gods.  Thus,  according  to  the  firft,  all  human  affairs  depend 
upon  fatality  \  according  to  the  fécond,  on  prudence  ;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  third,  on  piety  towards  the  gods.  ,  So  true  i%  it, 
that  we  are  naturally  difpofcd  to  refer  every  thiag  to  a  favourite 
fyftem. 

Euclid  continued:  Herodotn»  had  given  the  firft  fketch  of 
the  hiftory  of  the  AfTyrians  and  Perlians*  His  errors  have 
been  deteâed  by  an  author  who  was  better  acquainted  than  he 
was  with  thofe  two  celebrated  nations  ^  I  mean  Ctefias  of  Cni- 
dus,  who  lived  in  our  time.  He  was  phyfician  to  king  Ar- 
taxerxes,  and  vefided  a  long  time  at  the  court  of  Sufa  p.  He 
has  communicated  to  us  what  he  found  in  the  archives  of  the 
cmpive  ^  |  what  he  had  feen,  and  what  had  been  related  to 
him  by  ocular  witneâès^  But  if  he  is  more  accurate  than 
Herodotus  ',  he  is  inferior  to  him  in  ftyle  ;  though  his  like- 
wife  has  many  beauties  S  and  is  efpecially  diftinguifhed  by  its 


*■  Tbicjd.  lib.  5.  cap.  ad. 
^  Xenoph.  Hift.  GrflDC.  p.  428. 
^  Herodoc.  lib.  i.  cap.  3a  ;  lib. 
cap.  40,  &c. 

«»  Phot.  Bibl.  p.  105. 

^  Diod.  Sic«  JÛb.2.  p.  xz8. 


''  Phot  Bibl.  p.  108. 

*  Mem.  de  TAcad.  des  Bell.  Lettr. 
t»  vi  iL  176;  t.  ziv.p.  24T. 

t  Dionyf.  Halic.  de  CoB|>o£  Verb. 
t.v.p.53. 
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great  perfplcuity *•  Among  many  odier  works*  Ctefias  Has 
bequeathed  us  a  hiftorj  of  die  Indies,  in  vrhich  he  treats  of  the 
animals  and  nat^ral  produâîons  of  thofe  diftant  climates  ;  bat 
as  he  was  not  in  poffeffion  of  the  beft  .materials,  the  truth  of 
his  accounts  begins  to  be  doubted  ^« 

Here  are  the  antiquities  of  Sicily)  and  the  life  of  Dionyiius 
tfie  eklcTj  and  that  of  his  fon»  by  Fhiliftus  ',  who  died  a  few 
years  fince,  after  having  feen  the  fleet  difperfed  which  he 
commanded  for  the  latter  of  thofe  princes.  Philiftus  poflefibd 
talents  which  have  in  fome  meafure  rendered  him  the  rival  of 
Thucydides  ^  ;  but  he  was  a  ftranger  to  the  virtues  t>f  Thucy- 
dides.  He  was  a  flave,  who  wrote  only  to  flatter  tyrants  ^  } 
and  who,  in  every  part  of  his  work,  fliows  that  he  was  ftiU 
more  ihe  friend  of  tyranny  even  tfian  of  tyrants. 

I  fhal}  here  conclude  this  enumeration,  already  too  kH^« 
You  will  perhaps  not  find  a  finglç  people,  city,  or  even  a  ce- 
lebrated temple,  which  has  not  had  its  diftinâ  hiftorian.  A 
fiumber  of  writers  are  at  prefent  employed  in  this  fpccies  of 
compofition.  I  (hall  name  to  you  Ephorus  and  Theopompus, 
who  have  already  diftinguifbed  themfelves;  two  Boeotians, 
named  '  Anaxis  and  Dionyfiodorus,  who  have  klely  publtflied 
the  hiftory  of  Greece  ^  ^  and  Anaximenes  of  Lampfacus,  who 
has  given  us  diat  of  the  Greeks  and  barbarians,  from  the  bôrtb 
of  the  human  race  to  the  death  of  Epaminondas  ^. 

So  pompous  a  title,  faid  I,  would  prejudice  me  againft  die 
work.  Your  chronology  with  difficulty  extends  t»  five  or  fix 
centuries  before  the  Trojan  war  y  beyond  which,  time  ends  to 
you.  If  we  except  a  fmall  number  of  foreign  nadons,  the  reft 
of  the  earth  ir  unknown  to  you.    You  perceive  only  a  point 


U  Uemetr.  Phal.  dt  Eloc.  c%p.  iiS. 

*  Ftbr.  Bibl.  Orœc.  t.  i.  p.  88i. 

7  ArifUe.  Hti^.  Anttntl.  lib.  S.  etp. 
«8.  t.  Î.  p.  919.  Id.  de  Getter.  Animal. 
lib.  %.  cap.  2.  p.  107^.  Lucian.  Yer. 
|Iift,  lib.  z.  t.  iî.  p.  71. 

'  Suid.  in  ^aJr,    Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15. 


*  Gicçr.  «tet)rtt.  lib.  a.  cnp.  x>  t.  i. 

^  JMonyf.  llftlic  idc^Prifc  Tmp.  t« 
y.  p.  427.  Tin.  Ephor.  ap.  ^iM.  ia 
Dion.  t.  i.  p.  974. 

^  Diad.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  493. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  397. 
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lA  duration  as  m  (pace  j  and  yet  this  author  pretends  to  inform 
you  of  what  has  been  done  in  the  moft  diftaht  ages  and.  coun- 
tries !  • 

IVhen  we  are  acquainted  with  the  titles  that  the  Egyptian^ 
and  Chaldeans  can  produce  to  the  antiquity  which  they  claim, 
with  what  pity  muft  we  furvey  the  imperfeAion  and  novelty 
<of  yours  !  How  great  was  the  furprile  of  the  priefts  of  Sais, 
when  they  heard  Solon  recount  your  traditions,  and  ijpeak  of 
the  reign  of  Pboroneus,  the  deluge  of  Deucalion,  and  other 
fimilar  epochas,  fo  recent  to  them  though  fo  ancient  to  him  ! 
**  Solon,  Solon,**  faid  one  of  thefe  priefts  to  him,  **  you  Greeks 
arc  as  yet  only  children  V 

Nor  haye  they  yet  ceafed  to  be  fo.  Some  require  in  a  hif- 
tory  only  the  charms  of  ftyle,  and  others  fupernatural  and  puc* 
rile  advAitures  ^.  Others  greedily  devour  thofe  tirefome  lifts 
0f  unknown  names  and  uninterefting  faâs,  which,  fupported 
by  a  long  train  of  fables  and  prodigies,  aln^oft  entirely  compofe 
your  ancient  hiftory  ;  that  hiftory  over  which  Homer  has  dif« 
fufed  an  immortal^  fplendour,  but  which  your  chroniclers  have 
rendered  infupportably  wearifome  and  difgufting. 

I  could  wifli  that  henceforth  your  authors  might  only  beftow 
their  attention  on  the  two  or  three  laft  centuries,  and  that  the 
ages  preceding  them  fhould  be  abandoned  to  the  poets.  You 
have  exaâly  exprefied  the  idea  of  Ifocrates,  fûà  Euclid.  He 
had  induced  two  of  his  difciples,  Ephorus  and  Thebpompus, 
to  dedicate  their  labours  entirely  to  hiftory^.  Ephorus  is 
flow,  and  incapable  of  laborious  refearches:  Theopompus  is 
aftive,  ardent,  and  fitted  for  difcuffions  *.  Ifocrates  has  there- 
fore recommended  to  the  former  to  apply  himfelf  to  ancient, 
and  to  the  latter  to  write  modern  hiftory. 

At  this  very  moment,  Ephorus  and  Theopompus  entered 
the  library.    Euclid,  who  had  ezpefled  them,  faid  to  me,  that 


^  Plat,  in  Crit.  t.  ill.  p.  a2. 
f  Ifocr.  in  Panatben.  t.  ii.  p.  iSo. 
*  Ciccr.  dc  Ormt.  lib.  a.  cap.  13.  t.  i. 
p.  ^5.    Sencc,  dg  Tranquil.  Anini. 
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they  were  to  read  to  us  fome  portions  of  the  works  on  wfaidk 
they  were  then  employed.  They  hifought  with  them  two  or 
three  of  their  friends,  and  Euclid  had  previoufly  invited  fereral 
of  his.  While  we  were  waiting  for  tfaefe,  the  two  hiftorians 
told  us  that  they  had  not  wafted  their  time  in  endeavouring  to 
elucidate  the  fiAions  of  the  ages  preceding  the  war  of  Troy  ^  ; 
and,  profefllng  the  moft  ardent  love  of  truth,  added,  that  it  was 
to  be  wiflied  that  an  author  could  be  prefent  at  all  the  tranf- 
anions  which  he  undertakes  to  defcribe  ^. 

I  have  propofed,  faid  Ephorus,  to  write  an  account  of  the 
events  which  have  paiTed  among  both  Greeks  and  barbarians, 
from  the  return  of  the  Heraclidac  to  the  prefent  time,  during 
the  fpace  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty  years.  In  this  wprk, 
which  is  divided  into  thirty  books,  each  preceded  by  a  proem  ', 
will  be  found  the  origin  of  difierent  nations,  the  foundation  of 
the  principal  cities,  their  colonies,  laws,  manners,  the  nature  of 
their  climates,  and  the  great  men  which  they  have  produced  "■• 
Ephorus  concluded  by  acknowledging  that  the  barbarous  na- 
tions were  more  ancient  than  thofe  of  Greece  '^  ^  and  this  con- 
feflion  prepoflcfled  me  in  his  favour. 

This  introduâion  was  followed  by  the  reading  of  a  part  of 
the  eleventh  book  of  his  hiftory,  containing  a  defcription  of 
Egypt.  In  it,  inftead  of  the  different  opinions  which  have  been 
propoied  concerning  the  inundation  of  the  Nile  °,  he  has  fub- 
ftituted  one  which  is  neither  confonant  to  the  laws  of  nature, 
nor  the  circumftances  of  that  phenomenon  ^.  I  fat  near  EucUdy 
and  faid  to  him,  Ephorus  knows  nothing  of  Egypt,  nor  has  he 
confulted  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  that  country  "i. 

I  was  foon  convinced  that  this  author  was  not  extremely  foli- 
eitous  to  be    accurate  i  and   that,  too  faithfully  copying  the 


i  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  4.  p.  209. 

^40.    Stnb.  lib.  X.  p.  53  ;  lib.  10.  |k 

k  Polyb.  lib.  12.  p.  66^.    Strab.  lib. 

°  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  »•  p.  9. 

9'  V'  44Î. 

■  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  4.  p.  209;  lib.  t6. 

°  Theon.  Projrymn.  p.  13, 

«  Folyb.  lib,  6.  p.  488  i  lib.  p.  p. 

P  Diod.  Sic.lib.  I.p,  3d. 

^  Icî.  ibid.p.  ^7. 
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greater  part  of  diofe  who  had  preceded  him,  he  afiêded  to  cm- 
beUifh  lus  narrative  with  the  fables  preferved  in  the  traditions  of 
nations,  and  the  relations  of  travellers  ^ 

He  appeared  to  me  ftudioufly  to  employ  rhetorical  figures. 
As  the  greater  part  of  writers  rank  the  orator  above  the  hifto- 
rian,  Ephorus  ims^ned  that  he  could  not  anfwer  them  better 
than  by  endeavouring  fuccefsfully  to  unite  b^th  thefe  fpecies  of 
writing  ». 

Notwithftanding  thefe  defeâs,  his  work  will  always  be  con^ 
Cdered  as  a  valuable  txeafure,  I>ecaufe  every  nation  may  fepa- 
rately  find  in  it,  in  an  admirable  order,  whatever  interefting 
faâs  are  relative  to  it.  The  ftyle  of  this  hiftory  is  pure^  ele- 
gant, and  ornamental  ^  ;  though  too  often  ftudioufly  reftriâed 
to  certain  forms  of  harmonious  conftruâion  ^,  and  almoit  al- 
ways deftitute  of  elevation  and  warmth  *. 

"When  Ephorus  had  ended,  all  eyes  were  turned  towards 
Theopompus  ",  who  began  by  fpeaking  to  us  of  himfelf  :  My 
falher,  Damoftratus,  faid  he,  having  been  baniflied  from  the  ifle 
of  Chios,  his  native  country,  for  having  fhown  too  great  an  at- 
tachment to  the  Lacedaemonians,  carried  me  with  Jiim  into 
Greece;  and,  fome  time  after,  Tcame  into  this  tity,  where  I 
have  unremittingly  applied  myfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  philofophy 
and  eloquence  *• 

I  have  compofed  feveral  difcourfes;   I  have  vifited  different 
ftates,  and  fpoken  in  their  aflemblies  ;  and,  after  a  long  courfe 
of  fuccefs,  believe  I  may  rank  myfelf  among  the  mod  eloquent, 
men  of  the  prefent  age,  and  before  the  moft  eloquent  of  the  * 
laft  ;.  for  thofe  who  were  then  efteemed  of  the  firft  dafs  would 
now  fcarcely  be  admitted  to  a  place  in  the  fécond  *. 


*'  Id.  ibid.  Strab.  lib.  5.  p.  .044  ;  Hb. 
9.  p.  42  a.  Scnec.  (Jucft.  Natîir.  lib.  7. 
cap.  16. 

«  Poiyb.  lib.  19.  p.  6;a 

'.ûionyf.  Haiic.  de  Coflapof.  Verb.  t. 

▼.  P.173- 
V  Cicer.  Ont.  cap.  57,  t  x.  p.  46$, 


X  Said,  in  *'E^.  Dio.  C2iryfo(t  Orat. 
Z8.  p.  «56. 

y  Voir,  de  Hill  Grace,  lib.  x.  cap,  7. 
Bayle,  art.  Theopompe. 

*  Phot.  Bibl.  p.  39«. 

■  Id,  ibid.  p.  3^3. 
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Ubcrates  induced  me  to  pad  from  die  (plèndîd  track  in  wUdi 
I  had  figiudized  myfelf,  into  that  which  has  been  rendered  3- 
luftrious  by  the  talents  of  Herodotus  and  Thucydides.  I  have 
continued  the  work  of  the  latter  \  (am  now  employed  on  the 
life  of  Philip  of  Macedon  ^  j  but  far  from  confining  myfelf  to 
defcribe  the  aâions  of  that  prince,  I  fiiall  conneâ  with  my  nar- 
rative the  hiftory  of  almoft  all  nations,  with  an  account  of  theb 
manners  and  their  laws.  My  plan  is  different  from  that  of 
.  Ephorus,  but  equally  extenfive. 

After  the  example  of  Thucydides,  I  have  fpared  no  labour  to 
obtain  an  accurate  knowled^  of  hStn.  Many  of  the  events 
which  I  relate  have  pafled  under  my  eyes  ;  and,  with  refpeâ  to 
the  others,  I  have  confulted  thofe  who  wei^e  aâors  in  or  Witnefles 
of  them  '•  There  is  not  a  country  of  Greece  whidi  I  have  not 
vifited  %  nor  any  where  I  have  not  formed  conneâiotis  with 
thofe  who  direâed  its  political^  or  military  c^>erations.  I  am 
fufficiently  rich  liot  to  regard  expence,  and  too  much  the  friend 
of  truth  to  fear  fatigue  '• 

Such  extravagant  vanity  prepoffeffed  us  againft  the  author  : 
but  he  foon  entered  fo  luminous  a  track,  dif|>layed  fuch  great 
knowledge  of  the  afiairs  of  Greece  and  other  nations,  fuch 
judgment  in  the  diftribution  of  fads  ',  and  fuch  (implicity,  per- 
fpicuity,  elevation,  and  harmony  in  his  ftyle  *,  diat  we  were 
compelled  to  lavifh  eulogiums  on  the  man  who  of  all  others  moft 
deferved  to  be  mortified* 

He,  however,  continued  to  read,  and  our  admiration  began 
to  cool.  We  were  fatigued  with  fables  and  incredible  tales  '. 
He  told  us  that  the  man  who,  in  defpite  of  the  prohibition  of 
the  gods,  fhould  be  able  to  enter  a  certain  temple  of  Jupiter, 
in  Arcadia,  enjoyed,  during  his  whole  life  after,  an  extraordi- 


1>  Polyb.  Eicerpt.  p.  26.  Marcell. 
Vit.  Thucyii. 

^  «Diofiyf.  Halic.  £p.  ad  Pomp.  t.  vi. 
p.  7i8. 

à  Id.  ibid. 

*  Phot.  Bibl.  p.  393. 

f  ^theo.  lib.  3.  cap.  7.  p.  85. 
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«  Dîônyf.  Halic.  Êp.  ad  Ponip.  t.  vi. 
p.  7Sa,  &c. 

b  Id.  Ibid.  p.  785. 

i  Citer,  de  Lfcg.  lib.  i.  cap,  1. 1.  iii. 
p.  n5.  iElian.  Var.  Hift.  Mb,  3,  cap. 
18.' 
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tmj  privily  :  Ids  body,  though  ezpofed  to  the  rays  of  the  tan^ 
caft  no  fhadow  K  He  affirmed  likewife»  that,  in  the  firft  yean 
of  the  reign  of  Philip,  the  fig-trees»  vines,  and  olives,  in  fonie 
cities  of  Macedonia,  fuddenly  bore  ripe  fruits  in  the  middle  of 
fpring  ;  and  that  from  that  time  the  affairs  'Of  this  prince  con- 
tinually profpered  ^ 

His  digreflions  are  fo  frequent  that  they  «fill  nearly  three- 
fourths  of  his  work  °*  ;  and  fometimes  fo  long,  that  we  forget 
at  the  end  the  fubjeâ  fr<Hn  which  they  originated  \  The  ha- 
rangues which  he  puts  in  the  mouth  of  the  generals  at  the 
moment  of  battle,  weary  the  patience  of  the  reader,  as  they 
would  have  done  that  of  the  foldiers  ^. 

Hiflf  (tyle,  which  is  more  that  of  the  orator  than  the  hiftorian^ 
has  great  beauties  and  great  defe£k:s^.  He  is  too  folicitous  re- 
fpeâing  the  arrangement,  and  too  negligent  in  the  choice,  of 
his  words.  We  frequently  fee  him  torture  his  periods  to  give 
^m  roundnefs,  or  prevent  the  coUifion  of  vowels  ^  ;  while  at 
other  times  he  disfigures  them  by  mean  expreffions,  and  mif- 
placed  omamenjts  ^ 

Curing  the  courfe  of  thefe  readings,  I  had  frequent  oceafion 
to  remark  the  contempt  in  which  the  Greeks  hold  diftant  na- 
tions, or  their  ignorance  concerning  them.  Ephorus  had  mi(^ 
taken  Iberia  *  for  a  city  *  ;  and  this  error  pafled  unnoticed.  I 
bad  been  informed  by  a  Fhœnician  merchant  who  traded  to 
Gadir,  that  Iberia. is  an  extenfiye  and  populous  country.  Soon 
after,  Theopompus  having  mentioned  the  city  of  Rome,  was  rcm 
quefted  to  give  fome  particulars  relative  to  that  city.  It  is  fitu- 
ated  in  Italy,  anfwered  he  j  all  I  know  of  it  is,  that  it  was  once 
taken  by  a  nation  of  the  Gauls  ^ 


k  Pblyb.lib.  i5.p.  73a. 

1  Theop.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  3.  cap.  4.  p. 

77* 

"»  Phot.  Bib!,  p.  3P3. 

"  Theoo.  Proj^jma.  p.  34. 

^  Plat.  Pnecept.  Reip.  Gerend.  t.  ii. 
p.  803. 

P  (jUiintil.Inftit.  lib.  aa  cap.  3.  p.  634. 


^  Diooyf.  Halic.  £p.  ad  Pomp.  t.  tL 
p.  785.     Quintil.  lib.  9.  p.  593. 

'  Longtn.  de  SubL^  cap.  43*  Demetr. 
Phal.  de  £loc.  cap.  75. 

•  Spain. 

'  Jofeph.  in  App.  lib.  1. 1  ti.  p.  444. 

*  Plin.  Jib.  3*  cap.  5.  t.  i.  p.  15a. 
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Thefe  two  autbors  having  retired,  that  pfaife  was  beftowed 
on  them  which  in  fereral  refpeâs  thef  had  merited.  One  of 
the  perfons  prefent,  who  wore  the  cloak  of  a  philofopheri  ez« 
claimed,  in  an  authoritative  tone,  Theopompus  is  the  firft  who 
has  cited  the  human  heart  to  the  tribunal  of  hiftory.  Obferve 
with  what  fuperiority  of  difcemment  he  penetrates  that  profound 
abyis,  and  with  what  an  impetuous  eloquence  he  unfolds  to  us 
his  fearful  difcoveries.  Ever  on  his  guard  againft  aâions  that 
appear  great  and  noble,  he  endeavours  to  dcteâ  the  fixrets  t>f 
vice  difguifed  under  the  nlaik  of  virtue». 

I  much  fear,  faid  I,  that  one  day  the  poilbn  of  maltgnitj  will 
be  difcovered  in  his  writings,  concealed  under  the  appearances 
cf  franknefs  and  probity  '•  I  cannot  endure  thofe  morofe  nunds 
who  find  nothing  pure  and  innocent  among  men.  He  who  in- 
cefiantly  fufpeâs  the  intenticms  of  others,  teaches  me  to  diftruft 
his  own. 

I  was  anfwered — An  ordinary  hiftorian  is  contented  to  relate 
faAs,  but  a  philofophical  hiftorian  afcends  to  their  caufes.    For 
ray  part,  I  deteft  guilt,  and  .wifli  to  know  the  guilty  man,  that 
I  may  purfue  him  with  my  hatred.    3ut  his  guilt,  faid  I,  ou^t 
at  leaft  firft  to  be  proved.     Little  doubt  can  be  made  that  he  is 
guilty,  replied  my  opponent,  if  the  crime  was  to  his  intcreft. 
When  the  fubjeâ  is  a  man  who  is  devoted  to  ambition,  I  ought 
to  difcem  in  all  his  proceedings,  not  only  what  he  has  done» 
but  what  he  intendedno  do  ;  and  much  (hall  I  be  Indebted  to 
die  hiftorian  who  fhall  reveal  to  me  die  odious  myfteries  of  that 
pai&on.    How  !  faid  I,  (hall  mere  prefumpdons,  which  are  not 
permitted  to  be  alleged  in  a  court  of  juftice  but  in  corrobora- 
tion of  ftronger  proofs,  fuffice  in  hiftory  to  ftigmadze  the  me- 
mory of  a  man  with  eternal  opprobrium  ? 

Theopompus  appeared  to  be  ftifficiendy  accurate  in  his  rela- 
dotis,  but  he  is  only  a  declaimer  when  he  diftributes  cenfure  or 


^  IMonyf.  Halk.  £p.  td  Pomp.  t.  vi.  I  Ljrfaocl.  t.  î.  p.  450.    Jofepht  io  App« 
p.  785.  I  lib.  a.  t.  ii.  p.  45^ 

'  Nep.  in  Alcib.  cap,  xx.    plut.  in  |. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


TRAVELS  IN  ORESGB* 


429 


praife  at  hid  i^Ieafure.  Does  he  treat  of  a  paflion,  It  mud  be 
enormous  and  atrocious.  Does  his  fubjeâ  lead  him  to  fpeak 
of  a  man  againft  whom  he  is  prejudiced  ^,  he  judges  of  his  cha- 
raAer  by  fome  aâions,  and  of  the  reft  of  his  life  by  his  charac* 
ter.  It  would  be  much  to  be  lamented  that  fuch  impoftors 
ihould  have  the  reputations  of  others  at  their  difpofal. 

It  would  be  much  more  fo,  anfwered  my  opponent,  with 
ixrarmth,  if  it  were  not  permitted  to  attack  reputations  unjuftly 
acquired.  Theopompus  refembles  thofe  judges  in  the  (hades 
below,  who  diftinÛJy  read  the  hearts  of  the  guilty  j  or  thofe 
phyficians  who  apply  the  knife  and  the  cauftic  to  the  difeafed 
limb,  without  injury  to  the  found  parts  ■.  He  attends  not  to 
the  fource  of  vices  till  he  is  certain  that  it  is  poifoned.  But 
why,  replied  I,  does  he  contradiâ  himfelf  ?  He  declares,  in 
the  beginning  of  his  work,  that  he  only  undertook  it  to  render 
to  Philip  the  homage  due  to.  the  greateft  man  who  has  appeared 
in  Europe  ;  and  foon  after  reprefents  him  as  the  moft  diflblute, 
lihjuft,  and  perfidious  of  mankind  \  Should  Philip  deign  to 
caft  a  glance  on  him,  he  would  fee  him  meanly  crouch  at  his 
feet.  As  my  antagonift  exclaimed  loudly  at  this  charge,  I  ad- 
ded. Learn  then  that  at  this  very  moment  Theopompus  is  em- 
ployed in  compofing,  in  honour  of  Philip,  a  panegyric  filled 
with  flattery^.  Whom  are  we  to  believe  on  this  head,  the  hif- 
torian  or  the  philofopher  ? 

Neither,  replied  Leocrates,  a  literary  friend  of  Euclid,  who, 
having  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  politics  and  morals,  en- 
tertained a  contempt  for  hiftory.  Acufilaus,  faid  he,  has  been 
conviâed  of  falfehood  by  Hellanicus,  and  the  latter  by  Epho- 
rus,  whofe  miftakes  will  no  doubt  hereafter  be  dete£ted  by  o- 
thers.  New  errors  are  every  day  difcovered  in  Herodotus,  nor 
is  Thucydides  himfelf  exempt  from  them  ^.    The  ignorance 


y  Ludan.  Quom.  Hift.  Confcrib.  t. 
xi.  p.  67, 

*  Diouyf.  Halic.  £p.  ad  Pmnp.  t.  vi. 
p.  785. 

*  JPoI/?).  Excerpt,  p.  zi  ct  a«.    A- 


then.  lib.  6,  p.  160  ;  lib.  ro.  p.  439,  &c. 

*>  Theon.  Progymn.  p.  15  ct  77. 

^  Jofeph.  in  AppioQ'.  lib.  Z.  t«  ii.  p. 
49. 
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and  prejudice  of  writers,  and  the  uncertainty  of  h£k»f  both  itt 
their  caufes  and  circumftances,  are  fome  of  the  TÎce»  wlûdk  aie 
inherent  in  this  fpecies  of  compofition. 

'  Buty  on  the  other  hand,  replied  Euclid^  does  it  not  prefent  us 
with  great  authorities  in  politics,  and  gveat  examples  in  morals  i 
To  hiftory  are  the  ftates  of  Greece  inceflantly  obliged  to  have 
recourfe,  to  aiccrtain  their  re(peâive  rights,  and  terminate  their 
diflerences  ;  in  hiftory  each  republic  finds  the  titles  of  its  power 
and  its  glory  ;  and  to  the  teftimony  of  hiftory  our  orators  in- 
ceflantly recur,  to  inftruâ  us  in  our  true  interefts.  As  to  the 
fcience  of  morals,  are  all  its  numerous  precepts  to  be  compared 
with  the  iDuftriotts  examples  of  Ariftides,  Socrates,  and  Leo- 
nidas? 

Our  authors  fometimes  differ,  when  their  fubjeâ  relates  to 
our  ancient  chronology,  or  when  they  fpeak  of  foreign  narions. 
With  refpeâ  to  thefe  articles  I  am  willing  to  give  them  up; 
but  fince  our  wars  with  the  Perfians,  when  our  hiftory  proper- 
ly begins,  our  annals  are  the  precious  depofitary  of  that  expe- 
rience, which  each  age  bequeaths  to  the  ages  that  ftall  come 
after  it  ^.  Peace,  war,  taxes,  and  all  the  different  branches  of 
government,  are  difcufled  in  our  general  aflemblies,  and  thefe 
deliberations  are  preferved  in  the  public  records.  The  relations 
of  great  events  are  found  in  all  writings,  and  repeated  by  every 
mouth.  Our  viâories  and  our  treaties  are  engraven  on  monu- 
ments expofed  to  every  eye.  What  author  would  dare  to  con- 
tradiâ  fuch  public  and  authentic  teftimonies  ? 

You  will  perhaps  allege,  that  our  writers  fometimes  àîSa 
concerning  the  circumftances  of  a  faâ.  But  of  what  import- 
ance is  it,  whether,  at  the  battle  of  Salamis,  the  Corindiiaas 
behaved  well  or  ill  *  ?  However  this  queftion  may  be  decided, 
it  is  not  lefs  true,  that  at  Salamis,  at  Plata»,  amd  at  Thermopy- 
Ix,  fome  few  thoufand  Greeks  made  refiftance  againft  millions 
of  Perfians  ;  and  that  then  was  difplayed,  perhaps  for  the  firft 

d  Tbucyd.  lib.  I.  cap.  sa.  |     ^  HerodoL  lib.  8.  ctp.  ^    J)io& 

J  Cairyfoft.  Ont.  37'  P«  45*- 
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time»  that  great  ai^d  illuftrious  truth,  that  the  love  of  our  couxm 
try  is  capable  of  giving  birth  to  aâions»  which  feem  to  be  a- 
bove  the  powers  of  faumaa  nature. 

Hiftory  is  a  theatre  on  which  politics  and  morals  s^pear  in 
a£kion.  Youth  from  it  receives  thofe  firft  imprefiions  which 
fometimes  are  deqlfive  of  their  future  deftiny.  We  muft^ 
therefore,  prefent  to  them  the  nobleft  models  to  follow,  and  in» 
fpire  them  with  horror  for  falfe  heroifm.  Sovereigns  and  na- 
tions may  derive  from  hiftory  important  leflbns  :  the  hiftoriaa 
therefore  (hould  be  as  inflexible  as  juftice,  of  which  he  is  to 
maintain  the  rights  v  and  as  fincere  as  truth,  of  which  he  pro- 
feiTes  himfelf  the  organ.  So  auguft  are  his  funâions,  that  they 
ought  only  to  be  exercifed  by  men  of  acknowledged  integrity^ 
and  under  the  infpe£Hon  of  a  tribunal  no  lefs  fevere  than  that 
of  the  Areopagus.  In  a  word,  faid  Euclid,  as  he  concluded^ 
the  utility  of  hiftory  can  only  be  impaired  by  thofe  who  know 
not  how  to  write  it,  nor  doubted  of  but  by  thofe  who  know  not 
how  to  read  it. 


CHAP-    LXVI. 

On  the  Proper  Names  in  ufe  among  the  Greeks. 

Plato  has  written  a  treatife,  in  which  he  has  ventured  to  give 
feveral  etymologies  of  the  names  of  heroes,  genii,  and  gods  ^. 
In  it  he  has  indulged  in  liberties,  of  which  this  fpecies  of  re- 
fearch  is  but  too  fufceptible.  Encouraged  by  his  example» 
though  lefs  adventrous,  I  fhall  here  give  fome  remarks  on  the 
proper  names  in  ufe  among  the  Greeks.  They  were  acciden- 
tally introduced  in  the  two  converfations,  the  fubftance  of 
which  I  have  juft  related.  Digreffions  of  another  kind  having, 
at  the  fame  time,  more  than  once  direded  our  attention  to  the 
philofophy  and  death  of  Socrates,  I  obtained  information  of  fe- 


f  Plat,  in  Cratyl.  t.  i.  p.  385, 
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yeral  particulars  relative  to  that  plulofopher»  of  whichlihall 
make  afe  in  the  following  chapter* 

Proper  names  are  diftinguiihed  into  two  kinds,  Cmple  and 
compound.  Among  the  former  there  are  fome  which  derive 
their  origin  from  certain  rehtioas,  which  have  been  imagwed 
between  fuch  a  man  and  fuch  an  animal;  as,  for  example, 
Leon,  the  lion  g  Lycos,  tbg  fvalf;  Mofchos,  the  calf;  Corax,  tb^ 
raven;  Sauros,  tie  lizard;  Batrachos,  she  frog^ ;  Âleâryon, 
the  cocky  6cc.  ^  There  are  alfo  fome  which  appear  to  have  been 
derived  from  the  colour  of  the  complexion;  as,  Argos,  the 
nvbite  ;  Mdzs^  the  l/aci  ;  Xanûxos,  the  fair  ;  FyrAoSj  the  red*» 

Sometimes  a  child  receives  the  name  of  a  divinity  with  a 
flight  inflexion.  Thus  Apollonios  is  derived  from  ApoUo  ;  Po« 
feidonios  from  Pofeidon,  or  Neptune  ;  Demetrius  froib  Dcme* 
ter,  or  Ceres  ;  Athenaeus  from  Athene,  or,  Minerva. 

The  compound  names  are  more  numerous  than  the  fimple« 
If  parents  believe  they  have,  by  their  prayers,  obtained  the 
birth  of  a  fon  who  is  the  hope  of  their  family,  they  add  to  the 
name  of  the  proteâing  divinity,  flightly  changed,  the  word  i2>- 
ron^  or  gift.  And  hence  the  ^names  Theodoras,  Diodorus,  (>• 
lympiodorus,  Hypatodorus^  Herodorus,  Athenodorus,  Hephae- 
ftiodorus,  Heliodorus,  Afclepiodorus,  Cephifodorus,  &c.  that  is 
to  fay,  the  gift  of  the  gods>  of  Jupiter,  of  the  god  of  Olympus» 
of  the  Moft  High,  of  Juno,  of  Minerva,  of  Mercury,  of  VuU 
can,  of  the  Sun,  of  iEfculapius,  of  the  river  Cephifus,  &c. 

Some  families  pretend  to  be  defcended  from  the  gods  ;  and 
hence  the  names  Theogenes,  or  Theagenes,  born  of  the  gods  i 
Diogenes,  born  of  Jupiter  ;  Hermogenes,  born  of  Mercury ^  &c. 

It  is  an  obfervation  deferving  attention,  that  the  greater  part 
of  names  found  in  Homer  are  marks  of  diftinûioa.  They  were 
given  in  honour  of  the  qualities  moft  efteemed  in  the  heroic 
ages,  as  valour,  ftrength,  fwiftnefs,  prudence,  and  other  virtues. 


«  Plin.  lib.  35.  cap.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  7:Ji.    |  rhos  as  Pyrrhut  ;   the  Latins  IiaTÎn^ 
b  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  17.  ▼.  6O2.  I  terminated   in  us  the  proper  names 

41  Argos  is  the  fiunp  «s  Argus,  P/r-  (  whicb  amoo£  the  Greeii  coded  ia  u« 
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JFrom  tac  word  polemos^  which  fignifies  war,  have  been  formed, 
Tlcpolemus  S  that  is,   able  to  fitpport  the  labours  of  nvar  ^  \  and  • 
Archeptolemus  *,  or  able  to  direB  the  labours  of  ixMir. 

By  adding  to  the  Word  mache^  or  battle,  certain  prepofitions, 
and  different  parts  of  fpeech^  which  may  modify  the  fenfe  in  a 
manner  aH'^ys  honourable,  are  compofed  the  names  Amphima- 
chus,  Antimachus,  Promachus,  Telemachus.  Proceeding  in 
the  fame  manner  with  the  word  henorea^  ftrength,  or  intrepidi- 
ty, we  have  Agapenor,  he  ivho  ejleeins  valour  ^  ;  Agenor,  he  who 
direSls  it  ;  Prothoenor,  thefirjl  for  courage  "  :  and  a  number  of 
others,  as  Alegenor,  Antenor,  Elephenor,  Euchenor,  Pefenor, 
Hypfenor,  Hyperenor,  &c.  From  the  word  damao^  I  tame,  or 
conquer,  are  formed  Oamaftori  Aniphidamas,  Chcrfidamas, 
Iphidamas,  Polydamas,  &c. 

From  thoosy  fwift,  are  derived  the  names,  Areithoos,  Alca- 
Aoos,  Panthoos>  Pirithoos,  &c.  From  tmsy  mind  or  intelli- 
gence, Aftynoos,  Arfinoos,  Autonoos,  Tphinoos,  &c.  From 
medosy  counfel,  Agamedes,  Eumedes,  Lycomedes,  Perimedes, 
Thrafymedes.  From  cleos^  glory,  Amphicles,  Agacles,  Bathy- 
clcs,  Doriclos,  Echeclos,  Iphiclos,  Patroclus,  Cleobulus,  &c. 

It  hence  follows  that  feveral  individuals  had  then  two  names °, 
that  which  their  parents  had  given  them,  and  that  which  they 
had  merited  by  their  aftions  j  but  the  latter  foon  caufcd  the 
former  to  be  forgotten^ 

The  titles  of  honour  which  I  have  mentioned,  and  many 
others  that  I  omit,  as  Ormenos  p,  the  Impetuous ^  Afteropeos  ^, 
the  thunderer^  were  tranfmitted  to  the  children,  to  remind  them 
of,  and  incite  them  to  imitate  the  great  aftions  of  their  fa- 
thers'. 

Thefe  names  (till  Cubfift  ;  and,  as  they  have  pafled  into  the. 
difiercnt  claffes  of  Citizens,  they  impofe   no  obligation  }   there 


1  Homer.  Hiad;  lib.  1.  v.  557. 
*  Etjrmoi.  Magn.  in  TAii. 
I  Homer.  liiad.  lib.  8.  v.  118. 
^  Id.  lib.  2.  V.  <K>9.    Schol.  in  lib. 
.  V.  114. 
o  Schol.  Hoili.  in  Iliad,  lib.  a.  ▼.  495. 
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fometimes  ^ven  refults  a  fingular  contrafl:  between  their  fignifi-^ 
cations  and  the  condition  or  charaûer  of  thofe  who  have  receir-- 
ed  them  in  their  infancy. 

A  Perfian,  who  founded  all  his  merit  on  the  luftre  of  his 
name>  came  to  Athens  ;  I  had  been  acquainted  with  him  at 
Sufa,  and  took  him  with  me  into  the  forum.  We  took  our 
feats  near  feveral  Athenians  who  were  engaged  in  conrerfation* 
He  afked  me  their  names»  and  requeued  me  to  explain  their 
meaning  to  him.  The  firft^  faid  I,  is  called  Eudoxus,  that  is  to 
fay»  iliuftrwus  or  bomuraHe.  Immediately  my  friend  the  Per* 
Can  made  a  profound  reverence  to  Eudoxus.  The  fécond»  con- 
tinued I»  is  named  Polyclétus,  which  fignifies  very  ceUhraUéU^ 
another  reverence  ftill  more  profound.  No  doubt»  faid»  he  to 
me»  thefe  two  excellent  pcrfons  are  at  the  head  of  the  republic» - 
No  fuch  thing»  replied  I  \  they  are  of  the  lower  clafs  of  the 
people»  and  (carcely  known.  The  third»  who  feems  fo  weak»  is 
called  Agafthenes»  or  perhaps  Megafthenes»  thejlrong^  or  rather 
vei-yjhrong*  The  fourth»  who  is  fb  corpulent  and  unwieldy»  is 
named  Prothoos,  a  word  which  figniiies  light  of  foùt^  be  who 
pajjis  others  in  the  race.  The  fifth»  who  appears  fo  gloomy  and 
melancholy»  is  named  Epichares»  the  cheerfuL  And  the  Csth  ! 
faid  the  Perfian  impatiently — The  fixth  is  Softratus»  or  theja-^ 
vrour  of  the  army-^He  has  then  had  the  conunand  of  troops  ?— 
No»  he  has  never  fcrved.  The  fcventh»  who  is  called  Clito- 
machus»  illuftriotu  ivarrior,  has  co'nftantly  fled  at  the  approach 
of  the  enemy»  and  has  been  branded  with  infamy.  The  eighth 
IS  named  Dicscus  »»  thejujt. — Indeed  l-^Indeed  he  is  the  moft 
notorious  knave  cxifting.  The  nante  of  the  ninth  is  Evelthon» 
or  the  vxlcome  ^ — My  friend  now  abruptly  rifing»  faid  to  roc, 
Thefe  people  difhonour  their  names.  But  at  leaft»  replied  I»  it 
muft  be  confeiTed  that  their  names  do  not  infpire.  them  with 
vanity. 

We  find  fcarcely  any  degrading  names  in  Homen    They  arc 


'  Herodotrlib.  8.  cap.  65.  Marmor.  I      ^  Id.  lib.  4.  cap.  162. 
Noiattl.  ' 
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much  more  common  at  prefent,  but  conGderably  lefs  Co  than 
might  be  cxpeûcd  among  a  people  who  arc  fo  ready  to  perceive 
and  remark  any  kind  of  ridiculoufnefs  or  defeâ. 


CHAP.   LXVa 

Socrates,^ 

Socrates  was  the  fon  of  a  fculptor^  named  Sophronifcus  *.  He 
quitted  the  occupation  of  his  father,  after  having  followed  it 
fome  time  '•  His  mother,  Phenarete,  exercifed  the  profellion 
of  a  midwife  y, 

*  Thofe  beautiful  proportions  and  elegant  forms  which  the 
marble  receives  from  the  chifel,  fuggefted  to  him  the  firft  idea 
of  perfeâbn  :  and,  this  idea  gradually  becoming  more  exalted, 
he  was  convinced  that  throughout  the  univerfe  9  general  har'-» 
mony  between  all  its  parts  ought  to  prevail  ;  and  in  man  a  jufl: 
relation  between  his  aftions  and  his  duties. 

To  expand  thefe  firft  conceptions,  he  exerted  in  every  kind  of 
ftudy  the  ardour  and  inflexible  pertinacity  of  a  powerful  mind, 
eager  to  obtain  inftruâion.  The  examination  of  nature  ^,  the 
accurate  fciences  ',  and  the  agreeable  arts,  by  turns  engaged  his 
attention. 

He  lived  at  a  time  when  the  human  mind  feemed  every  day 
to  difcovcr  new  fources  of  knowledge.  Two  clafles  of  men 
had  undertaken  the  care  of  colleâing  and  difFufing  fcience  :  the 
philofophers,  the  greater  part  of  whom  pafled  their  lives  in  me- 
ditating on  the  formation  of  the  univerfe,  and  the  eflencc  of  be- 
ings ;  and  the  fophlfls,  who,  pofTeiTed  of  a  few  fuperficial  no^» 
tiens  a^d  an  oftentatious  eloquence,  amufed  tlieir  hearers  with 
difcourfes  on  every  fubjefk  of  morals  and  politics,  without  elu- 
cidating any. 


".  Fiat,  in  AJcib.  t.  t.  ii.  p»  I31. 
Piog.  Laert.  lib.  2.  §  x8. 

*  Diog.  Laert.  ibid.  a.  j  i«>.  Patifan. 
lib.  I.  cap.  so.  p.  53;  lib.  s-  cap.  35. 


p.  7S2.  Said,  in  2w»(iBr.' 
y  Plar.  in  Theaet.  t.  i.  p.  149. 
2  Id.  in  Phaedon.  t.  i.  p.  96. 
^  XenopI)»  Memor.  lib.  4.  p.  814. 
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Socrates  frequented  the  converfadon  and  harangues  of  both  ^  ; 
he  admûed  their  talents,  and  derived  information  from  their 
errors.  During  his  attendance  on  the  former,  he  perceived  diat 
the  farther  he  advanced,  the  more  the  darkncfs  thiclcened  around 
him  ;  and  was  convinced  that  Nature,  who  fo  readily  grants  us 
the  knowledge  really  neceflary  to  us,  requires  that  which  is  of 
left  utility  to  be  extorted  from  her,  and  rigoroufly  denies  that 
which  would  only  tend  to  fatisfy  a  reftlcfs  curiofity.  Thu6, 
judging  of  the  im|>ortance  of  the  différent  kinds  of  fcience  by 
the  degree  of  evidence  or  obfcurity  with  which  they  are  accom- 
panied, he  determined  to  renounce  the  ftudy  of  firft  caufes,  and 
to  rejefl:  thofe  abftraâ  theories  which  ferve  only  to  torment  or 
miflead  the  mind  «. 

If  heconfidered  the  meditations  of  the  philofophers  as  ufelefs, 
the  fophifts  appeared  to  him  much  more  dangerous  y  fince,  by 
defending  at  pleafure  every  opinion  without  adopting  any,  they 
Introduced  licentioufnefs  of  doubt  into  the  truths  mcft  effential 
to  the  tranqirillity  of  fociety. 

From  his  ineilèâual  refearches  he  concluded  that  the  only 
knowledge  necefiTary  to  men,  is  that  of  their  duties,  and  the  only 
occupation  worthy  of  a  philofopher  that  of  inftrufting  man- 
kind in  thefe  duties  5  and,  fubjeôing  to  the  cxammation  of 
reafon  the  relations  ^ich  exift  between  us,  and  the  gods,  and 
our  fellow-crcatures,  he  confined  himfelf  to  the  fimplc  theology 
which  numerous  nations  had  peaceably  followed  during  a  long 
courfe  of  ages. 

The  Supreme  Wifdom  pteferves  the  unrverfe  which  it  has 
formed  in  an  eternal  youth**  -,  and,  though  invifible  in  itfelf,  is 
refplendently  manifefted  in  the  wonders  it  operates.  The  gods 
extend  their  providence  over  all  nature  ;  and,  prefent  in  every 
place,  fee  and  hear  all  things^.  Among  the  infinite  number  of 
beings  which  are  the  work  of  their  hands,  'man,  diftinguiflicd 


b  Plat,  in  Men.  t.  ii.  p.  p6.  Diog. 
Laert.  lib.  2.  {  19. 

^  XcDoph.  Mem.  Ub.  t.  p.  7x0;  lib. 
4.  p.  815.  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  i,  {  ai. 
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■from  other  animals  by  eminent  qualities,  and  efpecîally  by  an 
underftanding  capable  of  conceiving  the  idea  of  the  Deity,  man 
was  ever  the  objcft  of  their  love  and  prcdiledlion  *".  They  fpeak 
to  him  inceflantly  by  thofe  fovereign  laws  which  they  have  en« 
graven  on  his  heart — **  Adore  the  gods  ^  honour  your  parents  ; 
do  good  to  thofe  who  do  good  to  you  '.'*  They  fpeak  to  him 
likewife  by  their  oracles,  diftributed  over  the  earth,  and  by  a 
multitude  of  prodigies  and  prefages  which  are  indications  of 
-their  will  \ 

Let  us  no  longer,  then,  complain  of  their  filence,  nor  allege 
that  they  are  too  exalted  to  (loop  to  our  feebleneCs  K  If  their 
power  raifes  them  above  us,  their  goodnefs  brings  them  nearer 
to  us.  But  what  do  they  require  ?  The  worfliip  eftablilhed  in 
each  country  ^  ;  prayers  which  (hall  be  confined  to  folieh,  in 
general,  their  proteûion  |  and  facrifices  in  which  the  purity  of 
the  heart  is  more  efTential  than  the  magnificence  of  the  offer- 
ings ^  They  require  ftill  more,  that  we  fhould  honour  and 
obey  them  j  and  to  be  ufeful  to  fociety  is  to  obey  them  ".  The 
flatefman  whofe  objcâ  is  the  good  of  the  people,  the  labourer 
who  renders  the  earth  more  fertile,  and  all  thofe  who,  from  a 
de&re  to  pleafe  the  gods,  faithfully  difcharge  their  duties,  ren- 
der to  the  divine  beings  the  mod  noble  worihip  '^  ;  but  this  mu(t 
be  continual,  for  their  favours  are  only  the  reward  of  fervent 
piety,  accompanied  with  hope  and  confidence  ^.  Let  us  under- 
take nothing  without  confulting  them  ;  let  us  do  nothing  con- 
trary to  their  commands  ^  ;  and  let  us  ever  bear  in  mind  that 
the  prefence  of  the  gods  enlightens  and  fills  the  moft  obfcure 
and  the  moft  folitary  places  «. 

Socrates  never  explained  his  opinion  on  the  nature  of  the 
Deity,  but  he  always  clearly  expreffed  it  on  his  exiftence  and 


f  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i .  |>.  727  ;  Jib.  4.  p. 
8o3  ec  8c2.  Plat,  in  Phadon.  t.  i.  p.  6a. 

S  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  p.  S07  et  808. 

k  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i.  p.  708  et  70^  ;  lib. 
4.  p.  to%. 

i  Id.  ibid.  lib.  x.  p.  718. 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  p.  803. 


I  Id.  ibid.  lib.  x.  p.  712. 
»  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  p.  8o,^ 
^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  p.  780. 
®  Id.  ibid,  lib.  4.  p.  8o.?. 
P  Id.  ibid.  lib.  I.  p.  700. 
'  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i.  p.  yz9. 
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providence  j  truths  of  which  he  was  intimately  convinced,  and 
the  only  ones  to  which  it  was  poffible  and  of  importance  to  at- 
tain. He  acknowledged  one  God,  the  creator  and  prcferver  of 
the  univerfe  ^  ;  and  under  him  inferior  deities,  formed  by  his 
hands,  invefted  with  a  portion  of  his  authority,  and  worthy  of 
our  veneration.  Penetrated  with  the  moft  awfyl  rcfpeft  for 
the  Sovereign  Being,  he  every  where  proftrated  himfeif  before 
him  ;  and  every  where  honoured  the  fubordinatc  divinities,  by 
whatever  name  they  were  invoked,  provided  no  human  fraDties 
were  attributed  to  them,  and  their  worfhip  was  free  from  fu- 
pcrftitions,  by  which  it  muft  be  disfigured.  Ceremonies  might 
vary  among  different  nations  ;  but  they  ought  all  to  be  autho- 
rized by  the  laws,  and  to  be  accompanied  by  purity  of  inten- 
tion T 

He  did  not  inquire  into  the  origin  of  the  evil  which  prevails 
In  the  moral  as  well  as  in  the  natural  world  :  but  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  good  and  evil  which  are  the  caufes  of  the 
happinefs  and  unhappinefs  of  man  ;  and  on  this  knowledge  he 
founded  his  fyftem  of  morality. 

The  true  good  is  permanent  and  unalterable  ;  it  fills  without 
fatiguing  the  foul,  and  infpire^  it  with  profound  tranquillity  for 
the  prcfent,  and  abfolute  fccurity  for  the  future.  It  confifts  not, 
therefore,  in  the  enjoyment  of  pleafures,  power,  health,  riches, 
and  honours  i  thefe  advantages,  and  all  thofe  which  moft  excite 
our  defires,  are  not  good  in  themfelves,  fince  they  may  be  pro- 
fitable or  hurtful  according  to  the  ufe  which  is  made  of  them  % 
or  the  effeâs  which  they  naturally  produce  :  fome  of  them  are 
accompanied  by  torments,  and  others  followed  by  diiguft  and 
remorfe  ;  all  are  deflroyed  as  foon  as  they  are  abufed,  and  we 
ceafe  to  enjoy  when  we  fear  to  lofe  them. 

Our  ideas  of  the  evils  which  we  dread  arc  not  morejuft: 
there  are  fome  of  them,  ^s  difgrace,  ficknefs,  and  poverty,  which^ 

■■■  111    ^.  •  •  J  M^^^W^^^^Bi—  III  •■      « 

'  Cudw.  Syft.  IntcUe^.  cap.  4.  J  *3.  I      *  flat,  in  Men.  t.  ii.  p.  8S.  vXeoopb^ 
Brock-  Minor,  i'hilof.  t.  i.  p.  5(^0,  &c.   I  Mem.  lib.  3.  p..  777  »U^>,  4.  p.  79L 
«  JCenoph.  Mem.  lib.  4.  p.  803.        4 
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nobçîthftandkig  the  terror  they  înfpire,   fometîmes  bring  with 
them  more  real  advantages  than  honours,  riches,  and  health  "• 

Thus,  placed  amkl  objeâs  of  the  nature  of  which  we  are 
Ignorant,  our  âuâuating  and  uncertain  minds  can  only  dlfcem, 
by  a  dun  light,  what  is  good  or  evil,  juft  or  unjuft,  honourable 
or  difgraceful  *  j  and  as  all  our  aûions  are  the  efkù.  of  choice, 
and  as  this  choice  is  the  more  blind  the  more  it  is  important, 
-we  are  inceflantly  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  fnares  by  which 
W^  sure  furrounded.  Hence  fo  many  contradiâions  in  our  con- 
duâ,  fuch  inftabilîty  in  our  virtues,  and  fo  many  fyftems  of 
happinefs  which  prove  to  be  without  foundation. 

Yet  have  the  gods  granted  us  a  guide  to  condu£l  us  through 
thefe  uncertain  paths.  This  guide  is  wifdom  ;  which  is  the 
greateft  good,  as  ignorance  is  the  greateft  evil  y.  Wifdom  is 
enlightened  reafon  *,  which,  diVelling  the  objedls  of  our*hopes 
and  fears  of  their  falfe  colours,  (hows  them  to  us  fuch  as  they 
are  in  themfelves,  fixes  our  unfettled  judgments,  and  determines 
our  will  by  the  fole  force  of  evidence. 

The  man  who  is  guided  by  this  refplendent  and  pure  light  is 
juft,  becaufe  he  is  convinced  that  it  is  bis  intereft  to  obey  the 
Jaws,  and  to  do  no  injury  to  any  one  »  j  he  is  frugal  and  tempe- 
rate, becaufe  he  cleariy  perceives  that  exceflive  indulgence  in 
pleafure  is  followed  by  the  lofs  of  healtn,  reputation,  and  for- 
tune ^  ;  he  poiTefles  true  courage,  becaufe  he  knows  danger,  and 
the  neceflity  of  braving  it  ^.  His  other  virtues  flow  from  the 
fame  principle,  or  rather  they  are  only  wifdom  applied  to  the 
different  circumftances  of  life  *. ..  -- 

It  hence  follows  that  all  virtue  is  fciencc  which  is  extended 
by  exercife  and  meditation  ^  ;  and  all  vice  an  error  which,  fVom 
its  nature,  muft  produce  all  other  vices  *". 


"  Xenoph.  Mem'or.  .Hb.  4.  p.  798  et 

*  PUt.  in  Alctb.  1. 1.  L  p.  1x7.    Id. 
io  Prot&jr.  t.  i.  p.  357. 

7  Id.  in  Euthyd.  t.  i.  p.  aSx.     Diog. 
Laert.  lib.  2.  }  31. 

'  Xenopb.  Memor.  lib.  4.  p.  S 12. 

*  A4-  ibid.  lib.  4«  p-  803,  8»5»  8otf. 


b  Plat,  in  Protag.  t.  i.  p.  353- 

^  Xenoph.  ibid.  p.  812. 

^  Id.  lib.  3.  p.  778.  lib.  4.  p.  8X2. 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  2.  p.  754.  Arillot.  d« 
Mor.  lib.  6.  cap.  13.  t.  ii.  p.  82.  Id. 
IMagn.  Moral,  lib.  i.  cap.  1. 1.  ii.|p.  145. 

f  Plat.  inEuthydem.  t.i,  p.  281.  Id 
in  Piotag.  p.  357. 
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This  principle,  ilill  difputed  among  the  philofopher^  foun4 
opponents  in  the  time  of  Socrates.  It  was  objeûed  that  we 
ought  to  complain  of  our  weaknefs,  and  not  of  our  ignorance  ; 
and  that  if  wc  commit  evil  it  is  not  for  want  of  knowing  it  to 
be  fuch  ^.  You  know  it  not,  anfwered  he  j  you  would  carc^ 
fully  fliun  it  if  you  conddered  it  as  evil  *  :  but  you  prefer  it  to 
good,  becaufe  it  appears  to  you  a  ftill  greater  good. 

It  was  replied,  We  condemn  this  preference  which  wc  give 
to  it,  both  before  and  after  we  are  betrayed  into  it  *  j  but  there 
arc  moments  in  which  the  allurements  of  pleafure  induce  us  to 
forget  our  principles,  and  fliut  our  eyes  to  tlie  confequences  K 
In  faû,  after  all,  how  is  it  poflible  that  we  fliould  vanquifh 
thofe  pafiions  which  enflave  us  in  defpite  of  ourfekes  ? 

If  you  arc  flaves,  replied  Socrates,  you  ought  no  longer  to 
imagiifc  yourfelves  virtuous,  or,  by  confc^uence,  to  cxpe£t  hap- 
pinefs.  Wifdpm,  which  can  alone  beftow  the  latter,  make^ 
her  voice  be  heard  only  by  men  who  arc  free,  or  who  labeur 
tQ  become  fo  '.  To  reftore  to  you  your  liberty,  (he  requires 
the  facrifiçe  of  thofe  wants  which  were  not  given  to  you  by 
nature.  In  proportion  as  you  fhall  delight  in  and  meditate  on 
her  leilbns,  you  fliall  with  cafe  fliake  ofF  every  yoke  which  can 
difturb  or  obfcure  the  mind  ;  for  it  is  not  the  tyranny  of  the 
paffions  which  is  to  be  feared,  but  that  of  ignorance,  which 
delivers  yoii  into  their  hands  by  exaggerating  their  power  :  dc- 
ftroy  tlie  empire  of  the  latter,  and  you  will  fee  thofe  illuCons 
which  dazzle  you,  and  thofe  confufed  and  uriftable  opinions 
which  you  have  miftaken  for  principles,  inftantly  difappear. 
Then  fhall  the  fplendour  and  beauty  of  virtue  make  fuch  au 
impreflion  on  our  fouls,  that  they  fliall  no  longer  be  abk  to 
refift  die  fovereign  charm  by  which  they  arc  atcraâed  ;  then 
may  it  indeed  be  faid  that  we  have  it  not  in  our  power  to  be 


8  Id.  Protag.  t.  i.  p.  352.  I      i  Arillot.  de  Mor.  lib.  7.  cap-J-**'*- 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  558.    Id  in  Men.  t.  ii.  I  p.  S6. 

p.  77.  I      *^  ^^*^'  ^"  P''o*»^*  P*  35«  et  IS^' 

I      <  ^enoph.  Memor.  lib.  4.  p.^aâ. 
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x^•icked  *»,  bccaufe  it  will  no  longer  be  poffiblc  that  we  fliouM 
prefer  evil  to  good,  nor  even  a  fmaller  advantage  to  a  greater  "• 
Intimately  convinced  of  this  doârinc, -Socrates  conceived 
the  extraordinary  and  noble  defign  of  difBpaûng,  if  it  were  not 
too  late,  tlie  errors  and  prejudices  which  are  the  unhappinef$ 
and  difgrace  of  human  nature.     A  fimple  individval^  without 
rankj  authority,  or  any  interefted  view,  was  feen  to  undertake 
the  dangerous   and  difficult  ta(k  of  indruâing  mankind,  and 
conduâing  them  by  virtue  to  truth  \  he  was  feen  to  dedicate 
every  moment  of  his  life  to  this  glorious  miniftry,  to  difcharge 
it  with  all  the  zeal  and  moderation  which  an  enlightened  love 
of  the  public  good  infpires,  and  to  fupport,  as  much  as  was  in 
his  power,  the  declining  authority  of  the  laws  and  of  manners. 
Socrates  never  fought  to  take  a  part  in  the  adminiilration  of 
public  affairs-     By  forming  good  citizens,  faid  he,  I  more  ef* 
feûually  render  to  my  country  the  fervice  which  I  owe  to  it  *>. 
As  he  wiflied  not  to  niake  public  his  plans  of  reform,  nor  to 
precipitate  their  execution,  he  compofed  no  works,  nor  did  he 
afFeâ  to  coUeâ  his  hearer^  round  him  at  ftated  times  ^     But 
in  tlie  fquares  and  public  walks,    in  feleâ:  companies,  and 
among  the  lower  ranks  of  people  ^,  he  took  advantage  of  the 
leaft  opportunity  to  inftruû  in  their  true  interefts  the  magi- 
ftrate,  the  artifan,  and  the  labourer  ;  in  a  word,  all  his  bre- 
thren, for  in  this  light  he  viewed  all  mankind  ^  *•    The  conver- 
fation  at  firft  only  turned  on  indifferent  things  ;  but  by  degrees^ 
and  without  their  perceiving  it,  he  induced  them  to  give  him 
an  account  of  tkeir  condu£t  ^  and. the  greater  part  learned  with 
furprife,  that,  in  each  condition,  happinefs  confifts  in  being  a 
good  parent,  a  good  friend,  and  a  good  citizen  •. 


™  Ariftot.  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  i.  t.  ii. 
cap.  9.  p,  ii;3. 

"  Plat,  i.i  Pratag.  t.  i.  p.  358.  Id. 
in  Men.  p.  77. 

"  Xenoph.  Mcmor.  lib.  I.  p.  732. 

P  Plut.  An.  Seni,  &c.  t.  ii.  p.  ^^6. 

**  Xeuoph.  Mcmor.  lib.  I.  p.  70^. 
Plat,  in  Apol.  t.  i.  p.  17. 


^  Plut.  de  Exil.  t.  ii.  p.  6co.  Ciccr. 
Tufcul.  lib.  5.  cap.  37-  t.  ii.  p.  39». 

«  Socrates  faid,  ^  am  a  citizcrn  of  the 
world  (Cicrr.  ibid.)  ;  Ariftippus,  I  am 
a  ftrangf  r  every  v/hcre  (Xetioph.  Mc^ 
mor.  lib.  a.  p.  736)  s  thcfe  two  cxpref* 
fions  fuffice  to  characterize  the  mafter 
and  the  difciple. 

«  Plat,  ia  Lach.  t.  ii.  p.  «7. 
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Socratts  did  not  flatter  himfelf  that  his  do£trine$  would  be 
approved  by  the  Athenians  while  the  Peloponnefian  war  agi- 
tated all  minds,  and  was  the  caufe  of  the  mod  extreme  Keen- 
tioufnefs  ;  but  he  prefumed  that  their  children,  more  docile, 
would  tranfmit  them  to  the  fucceeding  generation. 

Thcfe  he  attraâed  to  himfelf  by  the  charms  of  his  convcr- 
fation,  and  fometimes  by  becoming  a  companion  m  their  plea- 
fures,  without  participating  in  their  excefles.  One  of  thcfe 
youths,  named  ^fchines,  after  having  heard  him  difcourfe, 
exclaimed—"  Socrates,  I  am  poor,  but  I  give  myfelf  to  you 
without  referve."— **  You  Vnow  not,**  anfwered  Socrates,  **  what 
a  noble  prefent  you  have  made  me  ^'*  His  firft  care  was  to 
difcover  their  true  charafter.  He  aflîftçd  them  by  his  quef- 
tions  to  explain  their  own  ideas,  and  compelled  them  by  his 
anfwers  to  rejefb  them.  More  accurate  definitions  gradually 
difpelled  the  falfe  light  they  had  received  in  their  earlier  edu- 
cation, and  doubts  acutely  ftarted  redoubled  their  inquietude 
and  curiofity  ^  î  for  his  art  confifted  in  always  bringing  them 
to  that  point  at  which  they  could  neither  endure  their  ignor- 
ance nor  their  weaknefs. 

Many,  being  unable  to  undergo  this  trial,  and  bluihing  at 
their  fituation,  without  having  the  fortitude  to  extricate  them- 
felves  from  it,  forfook  Socrates,  who  was  not  eager  to  recal 
them  *-  Others  learned  from  their  humiliation  to  diftruil 
themfelves,  and  from  that  inftant  he  ceafed  to  fpread  fnares  for 
their  vanity  ^  :  he  fpokc  to  them  neither  with  the  feverity  of  a 
cenfor,  nor  the  haughtinefs  of  a  fophiil  ;  he  dealt  not  in  harfh 
reproaches  or  importunate  complaints  ^  his  difcourfe  was  the 
language  of  reafon  and  friendfliip,  in  the  mouth  of  virtue. 

He  laboured  to  form  their  minds,  becaufe  each  precept 
ought  to  have  its  principle  ;  and  exercifed  them  in  dialeâics, 
that  they  might  be  enabled  to  combat  againft  the  fophifms  of 
pleafure  and  the  paflions  '• 


<  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  2.  $  34*  |    .  ^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  p.  8oa 

"  Xesoph.  Memor.  lib.  4.  p.  795.      I      '  Id.  ibid.  p.  Sic 
*  Jd-  ibid.  p.  7p5^»  I 
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Never  was  any  man  lefs  fufceptible  of  jcaloufy.  If  his  drfci- 
ples  wiflied  to  obtain  a  flight  tinfture  of  the  fciences^  he  direâ- 
cd  them  to  matters  whom  he  believed  more  capable  to  inftruâ 
them  than  himfelf  *  ;  or,  if  they  defired  to  frequent  other 
fchools,  fiimiflied  them  with  reconmiendations  to  the  philofo- 
phers  to  whom  they  gave  the  preference  **, 

His  leflbns  were  only  familiar  converfations,  the  fubje£l  of 
-which  was  fuggefted  by  the  circumftances  of  the  moment. 
Sometimes  he  read  to  his  fcholars  the  writings  of  the  fages  who 
had  preceded  him<=.  He  re{)eatedly  read  them,  becaufe  he 
knew,  that  to  perfevere  in  the  love  of  virtue,  it  is  often  necefTa- 
ry  to  be  convinced  anew  of  thofe  truths  of  which  we  have  be- 
fore been  perfuadeà.  Sometimes  he  difcufled  the  nature  of 
juftice,  knowledge,  and  the  true  good  **  ;  then  would  he  exclaim 
— "  Detefted  be  the  memory  of  him  who  firft  dared  to  make  a 
*'  diftinûion  between  what  is  juft  and  what  is  ufeful*.**— At  other 
times  he  pointed  out  to  them  more  at  length  the  relations  that 
conneéi  men  with  each  other,  and  thofe  between  them  and  the 
objeûs  by  which  they  are  furrounded  ^.  Submilfion  to  the  will 
of  parents,  however  rigid  they  may  be  ;  and  ftill  more  implicit 
fubmiflion  to  the  cojnmands  of  our  country,  however  feverc  *  ; 
equality  of  mind  in  advcrfity  and  profperity  *>  ;  the  obligation 
men  are  under  to  render  themfelves  ufeful  to  other  men,  and 
the  neceflity  that  they  fhould  continually  be  in  a  ftate  of  war- 
fare againft  their  own  paflions,  and  in  a  ftate  of  peace  towards 
the  paflions  of  others  j  thefe  were  the  points  of  doârine 
which  Socrates  explained  with  equal  perfpicuity  and  precifion. 

Hence  his  difcourfes  contained  the  elucidation  of  a  multitude 
of  ideas  novel  to  his  hearers,  and  abounded  with  maxims  fknilar 
to  the  following,  taken  at  random  from  among  many  others 


^  Id.  ibid.  p.  8i4- 

t)  plit.  in  Theaet.  t.  i.  p.  151.  E- 
p\£t,  Enchir.  cap.  4$.  Arrian.  in  £. 
piéi.  lib.  3.  cap.  5.    SimpL  in  Çpiét.  p. 

^  Xeneph.  Memor.  lib.  t.  p.  731. 

<1  Id.  ibid.    Plat,  paffim. 

^  Cic.  de  Leg.  lib.  x,  cap.  i%*  t.  iii. 


p.  latf.    Id.  de  Offic.  lib.  3.  cap.  3.  p. 

f  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  4.  p.  794. 

S  Plat.  inCrit.  t.  i.  p.  51.  Id.  in  Pro- 
tag,  p.  346,  Xenoph.  Mçmor,  lib.  a. 
p.  741. 
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which  arc  ftill  remembered  j  fuch  as,  that  the  fewer  our  wants 
the  nearer  we  approach  to  the  divine  nature  '  ^  that  idlenefs  de- 
grades, îind  not  labour  ^  ;  that  a  look  of  complacence  on  beauty 
introduces  a  mortal  poifon  into  the  heart  *  ;  that  the  glory  of 
the  fagc  confifts  in  being  virtuous  without  affeâing  to  appear 
fo,  and  his  plcafure  in  becoming  (lill  more  virtuous  from  day  to 
day  "  ;  that  it  is  better  to  die  with  honour  tlian  to  live  in  igno- 
miny }  that  vrc  ought  never  to  render  evil  for  evil  °  ^  and,  to 
conclude  witli  one  of  thofe  alarming  truths  on  which  he  moil 
frequently  inGfted,  that  it  is  the  greatcft  of  impoftures  to  pre- 
tend to  govern  and  conduâ:  men,  without  poffeffing  the  rcqui- 
fitc  abilities  °. 

And,  m  faâ,  how  was  it  pofllble,  that  the  prefumption  of  ig- 
Tiorance  ihould  not  have  difgufted  him,  who,  after  all  his  la- 
bours, and  the  knowledge  to  which  he  had  attained,  believed 
he  had  fcarcely  acquired  tlie  right  of  confcfllng  that  he  knew 
nothing  p-— he  who  beheld  in  the  ftate  the  moft  important  places 
obtained  by  intrigue,  and  confided  to  perfons  without  know- 
ledge or  probity  ;  in  fociety  and  private  families  every  principle 
obfcurcd,  and  every  duty  mifundcrftood  ;  and,  among  the  youth 
of  Athens,  haughty  and  frivolous  minds,  whofe  arrogant  claims 
knew  no  bounds,  and  whofe  incapacity  equalled  their  pride  ? 

Socrates,  ever  attentive  to  deftroy  the  high  opinion  which  the 
latter  entertained  of  tliemfclves  **,  read  in  the  heart  of  Alcibiades 
the  dcfire  of  being  foou  at  the  head  of  the  republic,  and  in  that 
of  Critias  the  ambition  one  day  to  fubjc£l  it.  Both,  diftinguiih- 
ed  by  their  birth  and  riches,  fought  to  obtain  knowledge,  that 
they  might  afterwards  make  an  ollcntatious  difplay  of  it  before 
the  people  »"•  But 'the  former  was  the  moft  dangerous,  becaufe 
he  joined  to  thefe  advantages  the  mod  amiable  qualities.  So- 
«rates,  after  having  obtained  his  confidence,  forced  him  to  con- 


i  Xcn9pb.  Memor.  lib.  x.  p.  731. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  7?o. 

'  Id.  ibid.  p.  724. 

■*  Id.  ibid.  p.  73«  ct  732. 

^  fiat,  in  Grit.  t.  i.  p.  49. 


°  Xenoph.  ibid.  p.  731. 
P  Plat.  Apol.  t.  i.  p.  21.  Id.  in  Thr«t. 
t.  i.  p.  157. 
**  Xenoph.  Mcmor.  lib.  4.  p.  791. 
'  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i.  p.  713. 
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fiefs,  with  tears,  fometimes  his  ignorance,  and  fometîmes  his  va- 
nity ;  and  in  this  confufion  of  fentimeiits,  the  difciple  declared, 
that  he  could  neither  be  happy  unth  fach  a  raafter,  nor  without 
fpch  a  friend.  To  avoid  the  force  of  his  arguments,  Alcibiades 
and  Cntias  at  length  determined  to  Ihun  his  prefence  *. 

Succefs  lefs  fplcndid  but  more  durable,  though  it  could  not 
confole  him  for  this  lofs,  recompenfed  his  labours.  To  difluade 
from  engaging  in  public  employments  fuch  of  his  difciples  as 
had  not  yet  acquired  fuilxcient  experience  to  difcharge  them 
properly  %  and  to  induce  others  who  declined  them  from  indif- 
ference CH"  modefty  to  accept  them  "  j  to  reconcile  his  pupils 
and  his  friends  when  divifions  had  taken  place  among  them  *  •, 
to  reftore  tranquillity  to  their  families,  and  order  to  their  af- 
fairs y  J  to  render  tliem  more  religious,  more  juft,  and  more 
temperate  * — ^fuch  were  the  efFefts  of  that  mild  perfuafion  which 
he  inftilled  into  the  minds  *  of  all  who  converfed  with  him  ^ 
and  fuch  the  pleafures  which  tranfported  his  beneficent  heart. 

Thefe  falutary  eflfefts  were,  however,  lefs  to  be  afcribed  to 
kis  leflbns  than  to  his  example  **.  The  following  obfervations 
will  fliow,  that  it  was  difficult  for  any  one  to  frequent  his  com- 
pany without  becoming  better  ^.  Though  bom  with  the  ftrong- 
eft  inclination  to  vice,  his  whole  life  was  tlie  mod  exemplary 
model  of  virtue.  It  was  with  difficulty,  that  he  obtained  the 
vidiory  over  the  violence  of  his  difpofition,  whether  becaufe  this 
édeGt  is  the  moft  difficult  to  corre£t,  or  becaufe  it  is  that  which 
we  moft  eafily  excufe,  in  ourfelves.  But  at  length  his  patience 
became  invincible.  The  ill-temper  of  Xanthippe,  his  wife,  could 
not  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  his  mind  ^  nor  the  ferenity  of  his 
brow  ^     He  lifted  his  hand  to  ftrike  his  flave — "  Ah  !'*  faid 


*  Id.  ibid.    Plht.  in  Ccmviv.  t.  iii.  p. 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  p.  ^^7, 

"  Id.  ibiJ.  p..  774.     Dio».  Laeit.  lib. 
a.  J  19. 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  2.  p  74^. 
y  Id.  ibid.  p.  741  ft  755. 

*  Id-  ibid.  lib.  i.  p.  711  ;  lib.  4.  p. 
S03  et  8o«. 


*  Id.  ibid.  p.  713;  lib.  4.  p.  814. 
Lucian.  in  Damonaét.  t.  ii.  p.  579. 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i.  p.  712. 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  i.  p.  721. 

^  Id.  in  Conviv.  p.  876.  JJiog.  Ltert. 
lib.  «.  {  36. 

«  Ciccr.  de  Offic.  lib.  1.  cap.  26.  t- 
iti.  p.  203.  iËlian.  Yar.  Hift.  UK  y» 
cap.  7.        ^ 
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he>  «  if  I  were  not  angry  !"  and  did  not  ftrikc  hîm  ^  He  had 
requefted  his  friends  to  tell  him  when  they  perceived  any  altera- 
tion in  his  countenance  or  voice  *• 

Though  he  was  very  poor,  he  received  no  falary  for  his  in- 
ftruftions*,  and  never  accepted  the  offers  of  his  difciples. 
Some  rich  individuals  of  Greece  wiflied  to  prevail  on  him  to 
live  with  them  ^,  but  he  refufed  ;  and  when  Archelaus,  king  of 
Macedon,  offered  him  an  cftablKhment  at  his  court,  he  refufed 
him  likewife,  alleging,  that  it  ^tis  not  in  his  power  to  return 
benefit  for  benefit  K 

He  was  not,  however,  negligent  of  his  external  appearance, 
though  this  bore  the  marks  of  tlie  mediocrity  of  his  fortune. 
His  cleanlinefs  refulted  from  thofe  ideas  of  order  and  decency 
which  governed  all  his  adiions  ;  and  tlie  care  which  he  took  of 
bis  health,  from  his  defire  to  preferve  his  mind  free  and  tran- 
quil K 

In  thofe  repafts,  in  which  pleafure  fometimes  proceeds  to  li- 
centioufnefs,  his  friends  admired  his  frugality  *»,  and  in  his  con- 
duâ:  his  enemies  revered  the  purity  of  his  manners  ^. 

He  made  feveral  campaigns,  in  all  of  which  he  gave  noble 
examples  of  courage  and  obedience.  He  had  long  hardened 
himfclf  againft  all  the  wants  of  nature,  and  the  inclemency  of 
the  feafons  <>  j  and,  at  the  fiege  of  Potidaea,  when  the  fcvere 
cold  kept  the  troops  under  their  tents,  he,  without  taking  any 
precaution,  ftill  appeared  in  the  fame  drefs  which  he  wore  at 
cveiy  other  time,  and  was  feen  to  walk  bare-footed  on  the  ice  p. 
The  foldiers  imagined,  that  he  intended  to  infult  their  effcmi- 
nacy,  but  h9  would  haf  e  done  the  fame  had  no  perfon  feen 
him. 

At  the  fame  fiege,  during  a  fally  which  the  garrifon  made. 


^  Senec.  de  Ira,  lib.  i.  cap.  1 5. 

'  M.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  13, 

^  Xenoph.  Meraor.  lib.  i.  p.  71a  ct 
7*9.  Plat.  Apcl.  t.  i.  p.  19.  Diog. 
Laert.  lib.  2,  &  27. 

i  Id.ibid.  $!<;. 

k  Scnec.  de  Bencf.   Ub.  5.  cap.  6. 


Dio^.  Laert.  ibid. 

*  Xenqph.   Memor.  lib.  I.  p.  71»» 
Diop.  Laert.  lib.  a.  §  a». 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  723.     Id.  ibid.  I  27. 
Id.  ibid.  p.  724. 

®  Id.  ibid.  p.  71 X  et  729. 

P  Wat.  ia  ConnY.  t.  iii,  p.  aaoi 
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hamng  found  Alcibiades  covered  with  wounds^  he  fnatchedhim 
from  the  hands  of  the  enemy  -,  and  fome  time  after  procured 
the  prize  of  bravery  to  be  decreed  to  him,  which  he  hkd  liimfelf 
merited  ^. 

At  the  battle  of  Delium  he  was  anK>ng  die  laft  who  retired, 
by  the  fide  of  the  general,  whom  he  ai&fted  with  his  advice, 
marching  flowly,  and  fighting  as  he  retreated  ^  till  perceivirig 
the  youth  Xenophon,  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  and  thrown  from 
his  horfe,  he  took  him  on  his  (houlders,  and  conveyed  him  to  z 
place  of  fafety  ^.  Laches,  his  general,  afterwards  declared,  that 
viâory  mufl;  have  been  certain,  if  every  foldier  had  behaved  like 
Socrates  ». 

This  tourage  did  not  forfake  him  on  occafions  perhaps  ftill 
more  perilous.  Having  been  raifed  by  lot  to  the  rank  of  fena- 
tor,  he  prefided,  in  virtue  of  his  office,  with  fome  other  mem- 
bers of  the  fcnate  in  the  aflembly  of  the  people.  The  bufinefs 
before  tliem  was  an  accufation  againft  (bme  generals  who  had 
gained  a  fignal  viâory.  A  fentence  was  propofed  no  lefs  de* 
feâive  from  its  irregularity  than  opprefilie  of  innocence.  The 
multitude  kindled  into  a  rage  at  the  leaft  contradiâion,  and  de^ 
manded,  that  all  who  oppofed  the  proceedings  fhould  be  placed 
among  the  number  of  the  accufed.  The  other  prefidents  were 
intimidated,  and  gave  their  approbation  to  the  decree»  Socrates 
alone,  intrepid  in  the  midft  of  clamours  and  menaces,  protefted 
that,  having  taken  an  oath  to  judge  conformably  to  the  laws, 
nothing  fhould  induce  him  to  violate  it,  nor  did  he  violate  it  K 

Socrates  frequently  jefted  on  tjie  refemblance  of  his  features 
to  thofe  which  were  attributed  to  the  god  Silenus  ".  He  had  a 
pleaCng  and  lively  wit,  equal  ftrength  and  folidity  of  charaâer, 
and  a  peculiar  talent  for  rendering  the  truth  nlanifeft  and  inte* 
refting.     His  difcourfe  was  without  ornament,  but  frequently 


^  Id.  ibid.  Plut,  in  Alcib.  L  i.  p. 
X94.    Oio^.  Laert.  lib.  ft.  {  13. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  42 1.  Strab.  lib.  9.  p. 
403.     Diog.  Laert.  in  Socrat.  $  «2. 

*  Id.  in  Lach.  t.  ii.  p.  i8x. 

<  ^enoph.  Hift.  Gnec.  t.  i.  Ub.  x.  p. 


449.    Id.  Memor.  lib.  i.  p.  7x1  ;  lib. 
4.  p.  S03. 

"  Plat,  in  Conviy.  p.  883.  Id.  in 
The«t.  t.  L  p.  143,  'Id.  in  CoqtIv.  t. 
iii.  p.  215. 
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poflfeflcd  elevation,  and  always  precifion  in  the  terms,  and  cot^ 
neâion  and  propriety  of  ideas.  He  affirmed,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived lefibns  in  rhetoric  from  Afpafia  *^  by  which  he  no  doubt 
meancd,  that  he  had  learned  from  her  to  exprefs  himfdf  more 
gracefully.  He  was  intimately  acquainted  with  that  celebrated 
woman,  and  with  Pericles,  Euripides,  and  the  moft  diftinguifh- 
«ed  men  of  his  s^e  :  but  his  difciples  were  always  bis  real  friends; 
by  them  he  was  adored  '  :  and  I  have  feen  fome  of  them,  who, 
long  after  his  death,  manifefted  the  tendereft  emotions  when** 
ever  they  recalled  him  to  mind. 

In  his  converfations  with  his  pupils  and  friends,  he  frequent- 
ly fpoke  of  a  genius  which  had  attended  him  from  his  infancy  ', 
and  whofe  infpirations  never  urged  lum  to  any  undertaking,  but 
frequently  reftrained  him  when  on  the  point  of  executing  his 
intention  *.  If  he  confulted  his  monitor  concerning  any  pro» 
jeô,  the  iffue  of  which  would  have  proved  unfortunate,  he 
heard  a  fecrec  voice \  but  if  the-  event  were  to  be  profperous, 
the  genius  was  filent.  '  One  of  his  difciples,  aftoniflicd  at  a  lan- 
guage fo  unufual,  prefled  him  to  explain  more  clearly  the  nature 
of  this  divine  voice  j  but  he  received  no  anfwer  *•.  Another 
made  inquiry  concerning  the  fame  fubjeâ  at  tht  oracle  of  Tro- 
phonius  ;  but  his  curiofity  was  not  better  fatisfied  *•  Would 
Socrates  have  left  their  doubts  unrcfolved,  had  he  mcaned  no- 
thing more  by  his  genius,  than  that  confummate  prudence  which 
was  the  refult  of  his  experience  ?  Did  he  wi(h  to  lead  them 
into  error,  and  gain  their  admiration  and  reverence,  by  exhi- 
biting himfelf  to  them  as  an  infpircd  man  ?  No,  anfwered  Xc- 
nophon,  to  whom  I  one  day  propofed  thefe  qUeftions.  Socrates 
never  difguifed  the  truth  ;  he  was  totally  incapable  of  fuch  de- 
ceit ;  he  was  neither  fo  vain  nor  fo  fimple,  as  to  give  mere  con^ 
je£hires  for  true  prediéUons  i  he  was  himfelf  perfuaded  ;  and 


*  Id.  in  Menex.  t.  ii.  p.  235. 
^  y  Xenopb.  Memor.  lib.  i.  p.  731  ; 
lib.  a.  p.  746  et  75a  ;  lib.  4.  p.  8x7. 
Lucian.  in  Damonaâ.  t.  ii.  p.  379. 

'  Flat,  in  Tbeag.  t.  i.  p^  laS. 


*  Id.  ibid.  Id.  in  Pb«dr.  c.  lii.  p. 
i4a>  Gicer.  de  Divin,  lib.  I.  cap.  54. 
t.  iii.  p.  45- 

b  Plut,  de  Gen.  Soqr.  t.  ii.  p.  58  S. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  5^ 
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\Aicn  he  fpoke  to  us  in  th»  name  of  his  genius^  it  wus  becaufe 
he  intemally  felt  its  feçret  influence  ^, 

Another  4iiciple  of  Socrates,  named  SinlmiaSi  with  ikrhom  I 
vr^s  acqiu^inted  at  Thebes,  affirmed  tha(  his  mafter,  convinced 
that  the  gods  do  not  render  themfelres  vifible  to  mortals,  difre-* 
^rded  all  the  ftoriea  that  were  told  him  of  apparitions  ^  but  tliat 
lie  liftened  to,  and  queftioned,  with  the  moft  ierious  attention^ 
tho^  whp  imagined  they  had  heard  within  them  the  accents  o£ 
fll  divine  voice  ^. 

If  to  thefe  exprefs  teftimonies  we  adH,  that  Socrates,  to  the 
day  of  his  death,  declared  that  the  gods  had  fometimes  deigned 
to  OHomunicatâ  to  him  a  portion  of  their  prefcience  ^  ^  that  he^ 
as  well  as  his  difciples,  related  many  of  his  predLdtions,  which 
had  been  verified  by  the  event  ^  *,  that  fome  of  thefe  were  mucK 
fpoken  of  ^t  Athens,  and  that  he  never  attempted  to  contradict 
the  reports  that  were  current  concerning  them  ^  j  we  Ihall  na 
lo^for  be  able  to  doubt,  that  he  wiihed  to  be  underftood  in  the 
liter4  9nd  expvefs  meaning  of  his  words,  wh^n,  fpeaking  of  his 
genius,  \ic  aâmed,  that  he  had  felt  within  him  what  perhaps 
no  other  perfon  had  ever  experienced  K 

By  examining  his  principles  and  his  conduâ,  we  may  per*^ 
ceivQ  by  what  àeps  he  arrived  at  a  belief  that  he  had  attained 
%Q  fuch  a  privilege.  Attached  to  the  prevailing  religion  of  his 
time,  he  thought,  conformably  to  the  ancient  traditions  adopt-* 
td  by  the  philofophers  ^,  that  the  gods,  commiferating  the 
wants,  and  moved  by  the  prayers  of  the  virtuous  man,  on  cer- 
tain occafions,  by  various  figns,  made  known  to  him  future 
events  K  In  confeqiience  of  this  idea,  he  fomedmes  cxiiorted  , 
his  difciples  to  confult  the  oracles,  and  fometimes  to  apply 
thcmfclvcs   to  the  ftydy  of  divination"*}    while  he  himfelf^ 


^  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  i.  p.  ^oî, 

*  Plut,  de  Oen.  Socr.  t*  ii.  p.  jS'-^. 

'Id.  Apol.  t»  if  p.  31.  Diog.  L.%ert. 
Jîb.  a.  f  31. 

ï  Xenoph.  Apol.  p.  7*.  *  P  U'.  de 
Oen.  Socr.  p.  5  Si.    JESwu  V«r.  Hift. 


lÏD.  8.  cap.  I. 
b  Plut.ibid. 

^  k*i^ti  de  Rep.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  49^. 
^  Cicer.  de  Diviti.  lib.  f.ctp.  3  et  43* 
I  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  i.  p.  7124 
»  lé*ibid.lib.4-:'.  815. 
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{adopting  the  prevalent  opinion  of  his  age  **,  attentively  obfervccf^ 
his  dreams»  and  obeyed  them  as  the  immediate  notices  of 
heaven  °.  Nor  was  this  all  :  frequently  he  continued  whole 
hours  abforbed  in  meditation  ;  during  which  time,  his  mind, 
difengaged  from  the  fenfes,  was  elevated  imperceptibly  to  the 
fource  of  duties  and  of  virtues.  But  it  is  difficult  to  continue 
a  Jong  time,  as  it  were,  beneath  the  eye  of  the  ï)ivimty,  with- 
out  venturing  to  interrogate  him,  liftening  to  his  anfwers,  and 
becoming  familiar  with  thofe  illùGons  which  a  viqlent  agitation 
of  mind  frequently  produces.  Ought  we  then  to  be  furprifed  if 
Socrates  fometimes  mldook  his  pre-fentiments  for  divine  in- 
fpirations,  and  afcribed  to  a  preternatural  caufe  the  eflèâs  of 
prudence  or  of  chance  ? 

Nevefthelefs  we  find,  in  the  hiftory  of  his  life,  faûs  which 
liiight  lead  us  to  fùfpeâ  thé  integrity  of  his  intentions.  What 
indeed  can  we  think  of  a  man  who,  when  followed  by  his  dif- 
ciples,  fuddenly  flops,  remains  long  abforbed  in  thought,  hears 
the  voice  of  his  gesius,  and  advifes  to  take  another  road,  though 
no  real  danger  threatens  them  (hould  they  continue  in  that  ia 
which  they  are  p  *  ? 

I  fhali  adduce  a  fecond*example.  At  the  ficge  of  Poddxa 
lie  was  feen,  from  the  dawn  of  day,  (landing  without  his  tent, 
niotionlefs,  wrapped  in  profound  meditation,  and  ezpofed  to 
the  burning  tays  of  the  fun  ;  for  it  was  in  fummer.  The  fol- 
diers  gathered  round  him,  and  fliowed  him  to  eadi  other  with 
admiration.  In  the  evening,  fome  of  tliem  determined  to  watch 
him  all  night.  He  continued  in  the  fame  poiture  till  the  fol- 
lowing day,  when  he  rendered  his  hon>age  to  the  fun,  and 
quietly  retired  to  his  tent  *. 


*  *"  Ariftot.  dc  Divin,  cap.  i.  t.  i.  p.  L which  covered  them  with  mud.    This 
^  Plat,  in  Cn't.  t.  i.  p.  44.    Id.  in 


Phaedon.  p.  61.  Cicende  Divin,  lib.  i. 
cap'  25.  t.  iii.  p.  22. 

P  Plut,  de  Gen.  Socr.  t.  ii.  p,  580. 

*  Some  of  his  difciples  continued 
their  way,  notwithftanding  tfie  advice 
of  the  genius,  and  met  a  drove  of  pigs 


ftory  is  related  in  Plutarch  hy  Tbeo- 
critus,  a  difciple  of  Socrates;  who  re- 
fers to  Simmias,' another  difciple  of  So* 
crates,  as  a  witnefs. 

^  Fiat,  in  Conviv.  t.  iii.  p.  t%^.  Phi- 
vor.  ap.  Aul.  Gell.  lib.  2.  cap.  i.  Dio^ 
Laert.  lib.  2.  {  23. 
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fiid  he  mean  to  exhibit  himfelf  to  be  gazed  upon  by  the  ar- 
my ?  Was  It  poffible  that  his  mind  (hould,  during  fo  long  a 
time,  inveftigate  and  follow  the  connexion  of  a  chain  of  truths? 
or  have  his  difciples,  in  tranfmitting  to  us  thefe  faâs,  miftated 
the  circumftances  ?  We  feem  compelled  to  admit  that  the  con» 
duâ  of  the  wifeft  and  mod  virtuous  men  fometimes  prefent$ 
us  .with  impenetrable  obfeurities« 

*  However  this  may  be,  notwithftanding  the  prédirions  which 
were  attributed  to  Socrates,  the  Athenians  never  entertained 
for  him  that  refpeâ  which  on  fo  many  accounts  he  merited  : 
his  manner  muft  neceflarily  give  them  offence.  Some  could 
not  pardon  him  the  difguft  they  conceived  at  a  difcuffion  which* 
they  were  unable  to  follow,  nor  others  his  having  extorted 
from  them  a  confeflion  of  their  ignorance» 

As  he  inculcated  that  the  refearch  after  truth  (hould  be  be- 
gun by  hefitation,  and  the  diftruft  of  the  knowledge  we  might 
feem  to  have  acquired  ;  and  as,  to  wean  his  young  pupils  from 
the  falfe  ideas  they  had  received,  he  led  them  gradually  from 
confequence  to  confequence,  till  he  compelled  them  to  confefs 
that,  according  to  their  principles,  wifdom  itfelf  might  become 
hurtful  J  the  by-ftanders,  who  were  unable  to  perceive  his 
views,  accufed  him  of  plunging  his  difciples  into  doubts,  main- 
taining either  fide  of  a  queftion,  and  overturning  every  fyftem, 
but  erefting  none  '. 

As,  when  he  chanced  to  be  in  company  with  thofe  by  whom 
he  was  unknown,  he  affeftcd  to  know  nothing,,  and  diffembled 
his  ftrength  that  he  might  afterwards  employ  it  with  more, 
fttcccfs  ;  it  was  faid  that,  by  an  infulting  irpny,  he  fought  only 
to  fpread.fnares  for  the  fimplicity  of  others»  *. 

As  the  youth  of  Athens,  who  beheld  the  contefts  of  men  of 
wit  with  the  fame  pleafure  as  they  would  have  viewed  the  com- 
bat  of  wild  bcafts,  applauded  his  viâories,  and  on  the  flighteft 

'  Plat,  in  Men.  t.  ii.  p.  80  et  84.  Xe-  I  $  Tim.  ap.  Diog  Lacrt-  lib.  2.  $  19. 
tPOph.  Mem.  lib.  4.  pb  805.  I  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  4.  p.  805. 

V  I      *  See  note  »t  the  end  of  the  Yolumç. 
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oecafion  employed  ûic  weapons  which  he  had  ufed>.  it  was  iti^ 
ferred  tHat  his  followers  only  learned  of  him  the  love  of  difpute 
and  contradicHon  ^  y  and  thofe  whofe  cenfure  was  mildeft,  ob- 
ferved  that  he  had  ahilities  fufficient  ix>  inrpire  his^  pupils-  with 
die  love  o(  wiiSom^  but  not  to  induce  them  to  praâife  its  pre- 
cepts ".. 

He  wa5  rarely  prcfcnt  at  theatrical  exhibitions  ;  and,,  as  he 
highly  difapproved  of  the  extreme  licentioufnefs  of  éac  come- 
dies of  his  time,,  he  drew  on  himfelf  die  enmity  of  their  au-- 
thors  *. 

As  He  fcarcely  ever  appeared  in  the  af&mbly  of  the  people,, 
aEtid  had  neither  influence  nor  any  means  of  buying  or  felling 
fufirages,  njany  merely  confidesed  him  as  an  idle  andulelefs^ 
man,  who  continually  talked  of  refoimation  and  virtue. 

Thefe  numerous  prejudices  united,. produced  an- opinion  al* 
moft  general,  that  Socrates  was  only  a  fophift',  more  able  andr 
adroit,  and  more  rcfpeâiable,  but  peihaps  not  lefs.vain,  thaa 
the  others  '.  I  have  known  intelligent  Athenians  who  gave 
him  this  name,  long  after  his  death  ^  ;.  and  during  his  lifetime 
fome  author»  artfully  employeil  it  to  revenge  diemfelvcs  for  the 
contempt  with  wliich  he  had  treated  them. 

AxiftophaneS)  £upoIi$,'  and  Amifpias,  ridiculed  him  on  the 
ftage  ^,  as-  they  had  done  Pericles,  Alcibiades,  and  abnoft  all 
thofe  who  had  been  at  the  head  of  the  government,,  and  as 
other  dramatic  writers  had  ridiculed  other  phtioibphers  ^  ;  for 
there  wa»  then  a  divifion  between-  thefe  two  daflèa  of  literary 
pieiv^.- 

To  expofe  to  ridicule  die  pretended  genius  of  Socrates^  and' 
his  leng  meditations,  Ariftophanes  reprefent»  him  fufpended 
ÎA  a  baiket,  refembling,  his  thoughts  to  Use  fubtle  and  light  air 


Ï  Plat.  Apol.  t.  i.  p.  23. 
**  Xtcoph.  Memor.  lib.  f .  p.  7^5. 
*  JETizn,  Var.  Hift.  lib.  2.  cap,  13. 
y  Ameipr.  ap.  Oiog.  Laert.  lib.  2.  § 


aS. 


^  iElciiiq.in  Timarch»  p.  287. 


*  Schol.  Ariftopb.  in  Nub.  v.  96. 
Diog,  Lacrt.  lib.  z.  J.-a8.  Sbnec  dc 
Vit.  Beat.  cap.  27. 

b  Senec.  ibkî. 

^  Plat,  de  Repb  lib.  la  t  u»^  ^.> 
Argum.  Nub»p.<5Q. 
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•Which  he  rcfpîres^,  and  invoking  the  clouds,  ^  tittelaty  deities 
of  the  fophiftsy  whofe 'Voice  he  imagines  that  ht  hears  in  the 
midft  of  the  fogs  and  :darknefs  hy  which  he  is  furrounded  ^ 
To  inflame  againft  him /the  prejudices  of  the  people,  he  accufes 
him  of  teaching  tlie  youth  of  Adicns  to  contemn  die  godc^  and 
*o  deteive  men  ^ 

Ariftophanes  prefented  liis  piece  act  the  ^compétition  for  the 
jprize  :  it  was  received  with  applaufc,  but  did  not  obtaiia  the 
-crown  ^.  He  again  brought  it  on  the  ftage  the  folloMring  yeai^ 
but  with  no  better  fiiccefs.  He  afterward  retouched  it,  but 
circumftances  prevented  it  from  being  a  third  time  reprefent- 
-ed  *.  Socrates,  it  is  affirmed,  was  prefent  at  the  firft  perform- 
ance of  this  piece,  and  flood  up  to  ihow  himfelf  to  thofe  ftran- 
^rs  who  looked  for  him  among  the  ipeftators  '•  Such  aftackft 
could  no  more  (hake  his  fortitude  than  the  other  events  of  Hfe  *. 
^  It  is  my  duty/'  faid  he,  **  to  correft  my  faults,  if  the  •far'- 
cafms  of  thefe  waiters  are  well  founded,  and  to  defpifc  them 
if  they  arc  not,"  He  was  one  day  told  that  a  certain  peVfo* 
îiad  fpoken  ill  of  him.  "  That  is,**  replied  he^  "^  becaufc  he 
lias  not  yet  learned  to  fpeat  well  K^ 

Nearly  four-and-twenty  years  had  elapfed  frofti  the  firft  Ye- 
.prefentatiôn  of  the  Clouds,  and  -the  time  of  perfecution  feezed 
:to  be  entirely  paffed,  when  he  was.  unexpeâefHy  informed  'that 
a  young  man  had  prefented  to  die  fécond  of  tlie  a'rchohs™  an 
accufation  conceived  in  the  following  ^terms  :  ^  Meîitus,  the 
fon  of  Melitus,  of  the  borough  of  Pithos,  prefents  a  criminal 
accufation  againft  Socrates,  the  fon  of  Sophronifcus,  of  the 
borough  of  Alopece.  Socrates  offends  againft  the  laws  by  not 
actnowledging  our  gods,  and  introducing  new  divinities  under 
the  name  of  genii  ;  he  likewife  offends  againft  the  laws  by 
corrupting  the  youth  cf  Athens  :  the  punifhment  death  \** 


^  Ariftopb.  iti  Nub.  v.  izp, 
^  M.  ibid.  ▼.  191  et  329, 

*  Id.  tbtd.  V.  <  1  a  et  ^46. 

*  Id.  ibid.  V,  525. 

h  'ecbol.  Ariftopb.  p.  51.    Sutt.  Pet. 
Mifcell.  lib,  «.  cap.  6.    Falmei*  Eux-, 


i  JEMzn-  Van  Hift.  lib.  1,  cap.  Ï3. 

k  Sencc.  de  Conft.  STap.  cap.  iS. 

<  Diug.Laert.  lib.  a.  }  3<^. 

°*  Plat,  in  Euthyphr.  t.  i.  p.  2.  - 

'^  Id.  Apol.  t.  i.  p.  24.  Xenoph.  !Vfe- 
mor.  lib.  i.  p.  708.  Phavor.  ap.  Dio|f« 
Laert.  Ub.  a.  }  40. 
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Melittts  was  a  frigid  poet,  deftitute  of  abilities,  wbo  wrote 
fome  tragedies,  the  remembrance  of  which  ^ill  only  be  pre- 
fenred  by  the  pleafantries  of  Ariftophanes,  wha  has  ridiculed 
diem^'.  Two  accufers  more  powerful  than  himfidf)  Anytus 
and  Lycon,  made  him  the  inftrument  of  their  hatred  p.  The 
latter  was  one  of  thofe  public  orators  who,  in  the  ailemblies  of 
the  fenate  and  the  people,  difcufs  tlie  interefts  of  the  ftate,  and 
direâ:  at  pleafure  the  opinion  of  the  multitude,  which  difpofcs 
of  e¥ery>  thing  ^.  He  k  was  who  managed  the  proceedings  on 
the  accufation  '*. 

ConGderable  riches,  and  fignal  fervices  rendered  to  the  ftate, 
placed  Anytus  among  the  number  of  thofe  citizens  who  pof- 
fefled  the  greateft  influence  and  authority  «.  He  had  fucccf- 
fively  filled  the  firft  offices  in  the  republic  *.  As  he  had  always 
been  a  zealous  partifan  of  the  democracy,  and  had  fuflPered  per- 
fecution  from  the  thir^/  tyrants,  he  was  one. of  thofe  who  mott 
contributed  to  their  expulRon,  and  the  re-eftabliihment  of  li- 
berty «. 

Anytus  had  long  lived  on  friendly  terms  with  Socrates  ;  he 
had  even  once  requefted  him  to  give  fome  inftrudions  to  his 
fon,  to  whom  be  had  committed  the  fuperintendence  of  a  ma- 
nufa£ture  from  which  he  derived  confiderable  profits.  But  So- 
crates having  rcprcfentcd  to  him  that  this  degrading  employ- 
ment was  neither  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  the  father  nor  the 
difppfitions  of  the  fon  *,  Anytus,  offended  at  this  advice,  for- 
badedie  young  man  to  have  any  future  intercourfe  with  his  mafter. 

Some  time  after,  Socrates,  in  coftipany  with  Mcnon,  one  of 
his  friends,  difcufled  the  queftion.  Whether  education  can  bc- 
ftow  thofe  qualities  of  the  mind  and  heart  which  Nature  has 
refufed  ?  Anytus  coming  up,  joined  in  the  converfation.  Tl^e 
conduâ  of  his  fon,  whofe  education  he  had  negleâed,  began 


**  Ariftoph.  in  Ran.  v.  1337.  Sch^I. 
ibid.     Said,  in  MiXir. 

P  Plat.  Apol.  t.  i.  p.  23.  Antifth. 
ap.  Dioç.  Laert.  lib.  2.  $  39. 

^  Anitot.  de  Rep.  lib.  4.  cap.  4*  t. 
ii.p.3tf^, 


^  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  »>  $  38. 

*  Ifocr.  in  Gaiiioiacfa.  i.  iL  p.  495. 

<  Lyf.  in  Aj^rat.  p.  261»  Id^  ia  jSar- 
dan.  p.  3S8. 
^  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grec.  lib.  %,  p.  4(8, 

*  Id.  ibid,  p.  70^. «  707* 
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tP  give  him  uneafinefs.  In  the  courfe  of  the  conTerfation  So- 
crates obferved  that  t}ie  children  of  Themiftocles,  Ariftides^  and 
Pericles,  inftruâied  by  diflîwent  matters  in  mufic,  riding,  and. 
the  gymnaftic  exercifes,  had  arrived  at  excellence  in  all  thefe. 
accomplifhments,  but  ihat  they  never  had  poflefled  the  virtue 
of  their  fathers  -,  a  certain  proof,  added  he,  that  the  latter  could 
find  no  preceptor  who  was  able  to  render  their  fons  their  equals. 
ia  merit.  Anytus,  who  ranked  himfelf  with  thefe  great  men, 
felt,  or  imagined  he  perceived  the  allufion  ;  and  angrily  an« 
fwered— <<  Tou  fpeak  of  others  with  a  licentioufnefs  not  to  be 
endured.  Attend  to  what  I  fay  :  be  more  on  your  guard  ; 
there  is  no  place  in  the  world  where  it  is  eaiier  to  do  good  oc 
evil  to  any  one  than  here,  and  that  you  cannot  but  know  y  J* 

To  thefe  private  grievances  were  added  others  which  irritated 
Anytus,  and  which  were  common  to  him  with  the  greater  part 
of  the  Athenians.  It  will  be  necelTary  to  explain  them,  to 
make  known  the  principal  caufe  of  the  accu(ation  agatnft  So^ 
crates  *  : 

Two  faâions  have  conilantly  fubfifted  at  Athens,  the  par- 
tizans  of  the  ariftocracy,  and  thofe  of  the  democracy.  The 
former,  almoft  always  overpowered  by  the  latter,  were  obliged 
in  profperous  times  to  confine  themfelves  to  fecret  murmurs  ; 
but  when  misfortunes  attacked  the  ilate,  and  efpecially  towards 
the  end  of  the  Peloponnefian  war^  they  made  feyeral  attempts. 
to  deprive  the  people  of  their  excefllve  power.  After  the  taking 
of  Athens,  the  Lacedaemonians  confided  the  government  of 
that  city  to  thirty  magiftrates,  the  greater  part  of  which  were 
chofen  from  this  clafs«  At  their  head  was  Critias,  one  of  the 
difciples  of  Socrates*  In  the  fpace  of  eight  months  thefe  ty^' 
rants  had  committed  more  cruelties  than  the  people  could  be 
accùfed  of  in  the  courfe  of  feveral  centuries.  At  length,  how- 
ever, a  number  of  citizens,  who  were  at  firft  obliged  to  fly, 
nnited  under  the  conduâ  of  Thrafybnlus  and  Anytus  ;  the  oli- 


y  Plat  in  Men.  t.  ii,  p.  ^4«  I      -  Obferv.  Manufcrites  de  M.  Fresct 

I  fur  U  Coudemnation  de  Socratc. 
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garchy  was  deftroycd,  die  andent  farm  of  goreftunent  r^-efta* 
bUfhed,  and,  to  prevent  any  fnture  diflefrfion,  an  aimoft  general 
amnefty  enaâed  that  pad  oflenees  Ihould  be  pardoned  and  bu- 
ried in  obliTion,  This  decree  was  pubfiihed  and  fandsoned 
by  an  oath  three  years  before  the  death  of  Socrates  *. 

The  people  took  the  oath,  but  they  temctnbcred  with  dread 
that  they  had  been  deprived  of  dicir  authority,  and  isrcre  crcry 
moment  e'xpofed  to  lofe  it  a  fécond  tiitie  ;  that  they  were  i^ 
dependent  on  Laccdaemon,  which  eonftantly  bboured  every 
where  to  eftablifli  the  oligarchy  ;  that  the  principal  citizens  of 
Atliens  maintained  a  corrcfpondence  with  the  Spartans,  and 
were  animated  by  the  fame  fentiment^.  And  what  might  not 
be  expeftcd  from  that  cruel  faftioh  in  pdicr  circumftanccs, 
when,  in  the  midft  of  the  ruins  of  die  republic,  fo  much  blood 
had  been  neceflary  to  fatiatc  its  fury  ? 

The  flatterers  of  the  multitude  ftill  moit  increafed  thefe 
alarms,  by  reprefenting  that  certain  violent  and  relUefs  minds 
daily  declaimed  with  thç  mod  oiïenfivç  temerity  againft  die 
nature  of  the  popular  government  ;  that  Socrates,  the  moft 
dangerous  of  them  all,  bccaufe  poffcfled  of  the  greateft  abilities^ 
inccflàntly  corrupted  the  youth  of  Athens  by  maxims  contrary 
to  the  eftabliOied  conftitution  ;  that  he  had  mote  than  once 
been  heard  to  fay  that  only  madmen  would  confide  public  em- 
ployments, and  the  dirc£tion  of  the  ftatc,  to  pcrfons  chofen 
|rom  among  a  great  number  of  citizens  by  blind  chance  *  ;  that 
Alcibiades,  paâifing  the  leflbns  he  had  received  firoxn  his 
matter,  befides  the  other  evils  wi^h  which  he  had  overwhelmed 
the  repuWic**,  had  finally  confpîred  againft  its  liberty;  that 
Critias  and  Theramenes,  two  others  of  his  dzfcipfes,  had  not 
blufticd  to  place  themfclves  at  the  head  of  the  thirty  tyrants  ; 
and  that,  in  a  word,  it  was  become  abfolutely  neceflary  to  rc- 
prefs  a  licentioufnefs,  the  confequenccs  of  which,  as  they  were 
difficult  tOi  fprefee,  it  would  be  impofBble  to  avoid. 


<  Xcnoph.  Memor.  lib^  i,  ç.  ^lli.      \ 
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%ur  Mrhat  acc»Êition  tould  be  brought  àgalnft  Sûcmed  f  He 
tonld  only  be  charged  with  fofhe  difcoutied  ûoncerning  whkl^ 
the  laws  had  determined  nothing  ;  and  whieh  of  themfehea 
dM  not  c<»iiftitute  a  Ijpetific  ofitence»  finte  «hey  had  ti&t  a  necef^ 
fary  conneâton  with  ^  misfortuud  diftt  liad  befallen  thft 
ftate.  BefideS)  by  maldtig  them  û^  only  gtotiind  of  the  accu^ 
fation,  there  would  be  danger  that  the  anlmofity  of  parties 
ihoiild  again  be  excited,  and  it  would  be  neceflary  to  reCur  to 
éventa  which  die  amnefty  had  dectteed  (hould  be  for  ewt  <br-i 
|;otten. 

The  plan  iqalrked  out  by  Anytus  provided  againft  thefe  in->' 
conveniences,  and  was  adapted  at  once  to  gratify  his  prîvutè  en- 
mity and  the  vengeîi^ce  trf  Ae  popular  party,  lîie  accufer>  by 
^^rolecuting  Socrates  as  an  impious  perfon,  had  the  greateft  tea» 
fon  to  expeâ,  that  he  fliould  eSéâ  his  deftruâion  ;  fince  the 
people  alwaya  reeeivedi  with  eagernefs,  accufs^tions  of  this 
kind  ^,  and,  confounding  Socrates  with  the  other  philoTophers, 
were  perfuaded,  that  they  could  Mt  treat  on  the  nature  wkhout 
denying  the  exiftence  of  the  gods  ^.  Be^es,  th«.  gt^ter  part 
of  the  judges  having  formerly  been  prefent  at  the  rcprefentatioii 
of  the  Clouds  of  Ariftophanes,  ftill  retained,  with  refpea  to  So- 
crates, thofe  difadvantageous  impredions,  whith,  ih  a  gteat  ci- 
ty, are  fo  eafily  received,  and  witli  fuch  difficulty  removied  *. 

On  the  other  hand,  Mditus,  by  pi-ofecuting  him  a»  the  cor** 
rupter  of  youth,  might,  under  favour  of  fo  vague  à  charge,  in- 
cidentally recur,  without  danger,  to  fafts  proper  ^o  Irritate  Aft 
judges,  and  alarm  the  friends  of  the  popular  government. 

The  fecret  of  thefe  proceedings  has  not  efcaped  pôfterîty. 
About  fifty-four  years  after  the  death  of  Socrates'^  the  orator 
uEfchines,  with  whon^  I  was  extremely  intimate,  faid,  before 
the  fame  tribuaal  which  had  condemned  that  philofophers 
^  You  who  adjuged  to  death  the  fophiil  Socrates,  cohviâeà  of 
having  given  leiTons  to  Qritias,  one  of  thofe  thirty  tyrants  Who 
4eftroyed  the  democracy  ^." 

^  Plat,  in  Ettthyphr.  t.  i«  p.  3.  |      ^  Id.  ibid.  p.  xp. 

<  Id.  Apolofr.  t.  i,  p.  sS^  I      f  urchin,  fi^  Tiiii»rcb.  p.  28|. 
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Daring  the  firil  proceedings,  Socrates  continued  quiet  His 
dilciplesy  terrified»  conjured  him  to  take  meafures  to  difpel  the 
ftqrm.  The  cdebrated  Lyfias  clrew  up  for  him  a  pathetic  dif- 
courfe»  proper  to  more  the  paffions  of  the  judges*  S^#cratesac- 
knowledgedy  that  he  found  in  it  proo&  of  the  alnlities  of  the 
orator,  but  objeûed  that  it  did  not  fpeak  the  nervous  language 
which  became  innocence  (. 

One  of  his  friends,  named  Hermogenes,  one  day  entreated 
him  to  employ  himfelf  in  preparing  his  defence  *>*  That,  re» 
plkd  Socrates,  has  been  my  employment  from  the  hour  of  my 
birth  i  let  my  whole  life  undergo  an  examination^  and  that  (hall 
be  my  defence. 

But,  replied  Hermogenes,  the  truth  requires  to  be  fupported; 
and  you  are  not  ignorant  how  many  innocent  citizens  have  been 
deftroyed,  and  how  many  guilty  faved^  before  our  tribunals,  by 
the  power  of  eloquence.  I  know  it  well,  anfwered  Socrates. 
I  have  even  twice  begun  to  arrange  the  materials  for  my  de* 
fence  ^  but  twice  has  the  genius,  which  direâs  me,  checked  me 
in  my  defign,  and  I  have  acknowledged  the  wifdom  of  his  coun« 
ici. 

Until  the  prefent  moment  I  have  lived  the  moft  happy  of 
mortals.  I  have  frequently  compared  my  condition  to  that  of 
other  men,  and  never  have  I  found  reafon  to  envy  the  lot  of 
any  peiibn.  Ought  I  to  wifh  to  live  till  thé  infirmities  of  old 
age  deprive  me  of  the  ufe  of  my  fenfes,  and,  by  enfeebling  my 
mind,  condemn  me  to  pais  only  ufelefs  or  wretched  days  ^  î 
The  gods,  according  to  every  appearance,  prepare  for^  me  a 
peaceful  deaths  free  from  pain,  and  the  only  one  which  I  could 
have  wifhed.  My  friends,  the  witnçfies  of  my  departure,  {hall 
'  not-bç  ftruck  with  horror  at  the  fight,  nor  be  compelled  tocom- 
miferate  the  weaknefs  of  humanity  i  and  in  my  laft  moments  I 
ihall  ftill  have  fufficient  ilrength  to  raife  my  eyes  to  theqi,  and 
give  them  to  underftand  the  fentiments  of  my  heart  ^. 


s  Ciccr.  dc  Drat.  lib.  i.  cap.  54.  t.  i. 
p.  xSa.  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  2.  $  40-  Val. 
Max.  lib.  6.  cap.  4*    Extern.  No.  2. 
4 


h  Xenoph.  Apôl.  p.  701.     Id.  Mç* 
foor.  lib.  ^.  p.  Si(S.  ^ 

i  Id.  Memor.  lib.  4.  p.  S 17. 
k  Id.  Apol.  p.  702. 
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Pollerity  Ihall  decide  between  my  judges  and  me  ;  and  while 
it  ihall  load  their  memory  with  opprobrium,  it  ihall  clear  mine 
from  the  imputations  of  my  enemies»  and  do  me  the  juilice  to 
declare,  that,  far  from  endeavouring  to  corrupt  my  fellow-citi- 
zens, I  have  incelTantly  laboured  to  render  them  better  men  '. 

Such  was  the  difpoGtion  of  his  mind,  when  he  appeared  be- 
fore the  tribunal  of  the  Helialtx,  to  which  the  king-archon  had 
xeferred  the  decifion  of  the  caufc,  and  which,  on  this  occaiion, 
was  compofed  of  about  five  hundred,  judges  ". 

Melitus,  and  the  other  accufers,  had  concerted  their  attacl(# 
at  leifure.  In  their  pleadings,  fupported  by  every  artifice  of 
eloquence  **,  they  had  introduced  with  confummate  art  a  variety 
of  circumilances  proper  to  prejudice  the  judges.  I  ihall  ilatç 
fome  of  their  allegations,  and  the  anfwers  they  produced. 

Firil  crime  of  Socrates  :  He  Joes  not  acknowledge  the  gods  of 
Athens  y  though  y  by  the  laws  of  Draco j  it  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen 
to  honour  them  ^, 

The  anfwer  to  this  charge  was  eafy.  Socrates  frequently  of- 
fered facriiices  before  his  houfe,  and  often,  during  the  feitivals» 
on  the  public  altars,  in  the  view  of  the  whole  city,  and  of  Meli- 
tus himfel^  had  he  deigned  to  give  attention  to  what  he  faw  p. 
But  as  he  had  inveighed  againft  the  fuperftitious  praftices  that 
had  been  introduced  into  religion  %  and  could  not  endure  that 
hatred  and  other  ihameful  paflions  ihould  be  attributed  to  the 
gods  ',  it  was  eafy  to  render  him  odious  in  the  eyes  of  thofe 
who  are  ever  ready  to  entertain  fufpicions  of  rational  piety. 

Melitus  added,  that,  under  the  name  of  genii,  Socrates  fought 
to  introduce  novel  divinities, among  the  Athenians,  and  thatfuch 
audacity  merited  the  puniihment  denounced  by  the  laws.  The 
orator  here  indulged  himfelf  in  feveral  pleafantries  'concerning 


I  Id.  ibid.  p.  706.  Id.  Memor.  lib. 
4-  p.  Si7- 

^  Mem.  de  I'Acad.  des  Bell.  Lettr. 
t.  zviit.  p.  83.  Obferv.  Manufcrites  de 
ftf.  Freret  fur.  la  Condemn,  de  Socrate. 

p  Piat.  ApoL  t.i.  p.  17. 


°  Porphyr.  de  Abftin.  lib.'  4.  p.  3801 

P  Xenopb.  Apol.  p.  703.  Id.  Mcmor. 
lib.  I.  p.  705  et  703.  ïheod.  ap.  Arift. 
Rhet.  lib.  a.  cap.  23.  t.  U.  p.  577. 

^  Plut,  de  Gen.  Socr.  t.  ii.  p.  580. 

^  Plat,  iu  Euthyphr,  ^  i.  p.  ^. 
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that  fptrit,  whofe  fecret  ÎRfpirations  were  boafted  hj  the  phUo* 
fopher  *. 

This  Voice,  anfwcrcd  Socrates,  is  not  that  of  a  new  divinity, 
but  that  of  the  gods  whom  we  adore.  You  all  acknowledge, 
that  they  fcrefee  future  events,  and  arc  able  to  make  them 
known  to  mortals.  To  fome  they  reveal  them  by  the  month  of 
the  Pythia,  and  to  others  by  various  other  figns  :  to  me  they 
manifeft  them  by  an  interpreter,  whofe  oracles  arc  preferable 
to  the  indications  drawn  from  the  flight  of  birds  ;  for  my  difci- 
ples  will  teftify,  that  I  have  never  foretold  to  them  any  thing 
which  has  not  come  to  pafs. 

At  thefe  words  loud  murmurs  of  difapprobation  were  heard 
among  the  judges  ^  ;  which  Melitus  might  have  increafed,  had 
he  feized  the  opportunity  to  obfervc  tliat,  by  countenancing  the 
pretended  revelations  of  Socrates,  fanaticifm  muft  fooner  or  la- 
ter be  introduced  into  a  country  where  it  was  Jo  cafy  to  work 
on  the  imagination  j  and  that  many  would  confider  it  as  a  duty 
rather  to  obey  the  direûions  of  a  particular  fpirit,  than  the 
commands  of  the  magiftrate.  Melitus  does  not  appear  to  have 
perceived  this  danger  ". 

Second  crime  of  Socrates  :  Hf  corrupts  the  youth  of  Mhem. 
This  charge  did  not  relate  to  his  cotiduâ,  but  his  doftrinc.  It 
•was  alleged,  that  his  difciples  only  learned  from  his  lefTons  to 
idifregard  the  ties  of  kindred  and  of  friendfhip  \  TThig  accu- 
fation,  founded  on  fome  expreffions  malignantly  interpreted,  only 
ferved  to  fbow  the  difingenioufnefs  of  the  profecutors  5  but  Me- 
litus refumeJ  his  advantage,  when  he  infinuated  that  Socrates 
was  the  enemy  of  the  people.  He  fpoke  of  the  intimate  con- 
nexions of  the  plnlofopher  with  Alcibiadcs  and  Critias  ^  ït 
was  anfwered,  that  they  had  difplaypd  virtues  while  under  his 
guidance  j  that  their  mafter  had  at  all  times  condemned  the 
licentious  extravagancies  of  the  former  ;  and  that,  during  the 

•  W.  Arôl.  t.  i.  p.  3  T.  I      «Xeno^A.  ApoLp.  ^04.  Id,  Mem«f 

*  Xenoph.  Apb^.  p.  703.  .  |  lib.  4-  p.  71p. 

"  rrcrct,  Obitrv.  Maiiufcn  j      ^  Id.  Mcmor.  lib.  ^.  p.  713. 
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tyranny  of  Ac  latter,  he  was  the  only  pcrfon  who  dared  to  op* 
pofe  his  wilL 

To  conclude,  £iid  McUtus  to  the  jiw^cs^  yoa  have  been 
chofen  by  lot  to  adminifter  juftice,  and  by  the  fame  mode  of 
appmatment  have  filled  inportant  offices  of  maglftracy.  This 
method  of  eie£kion,  the  more  eflential  fince  by  it  alone  a  kind 
of  equality  can  be  preferved  among  the  citizens,  Socrates  has 
ccnfured  ^  and  the  youth  of  Athens,  after  his  example,  leara 
no  longer  to  refpeâ  tlûs  fundamental  principle  o{  the  conftitv^ 
tion  *. 

Socrates^  when  he  cenfored  an  sdmfe  that  committed  to 
chance  the  fortune  of  individuals  and  the  fate  of  the  republic^ 
Iiad  only  fpoken  what  the  moft  intcUigpnt  Athenians  ^  thoughts 
BejSdes,  fuch  difcourfe,  as  I  have  obferved  above,  cojuld  not  be 
fiqppofcd  to  fubjeâ  him  to  the  punifbment  of  death,  which  the 
accufer  had  dated  in  his  indiâment  to  be  due  to  his  crime. 

Many  of  tlic  friends  of  Socrates  openly  efpoufcd  his  caufe  \ 
others;  wrote  in  his  favour  ^  ^  and  Melitus  muft  have  been  de-» 
fcated,  had  not  Anytus  and  Lycon  come  to  his  aihftaiice  ^.  It 
is  remembered,  that  die  former  dared  to  reprcfent  to  the  judges, 
that  the  priibner  ekher  ouj;ht  not  to  have  been  brought  before 
thei^  tribunal,  or  that  they  ought  to  condemn  him  to  death  ;. 
fince,  ibould  he  be  acquitted,  their  children  would  only  be  ililL 
more  ftrongly  attached  to  his  dodrine  \ 

Socrates  made  a  defence,  that  he  nnght  obey  the  laws  '  j  but 
he  made  it  with  the  firmnefs  of  innocence  and  the  dignity  of 
virtue.  I  ihall  here  add  fome  pafiages  from  the  difcourfe  which 
his  apologias,  and  efpecially  Plato,  have  put  into  his.  mouth,  as- 
tbey  wiD  fcrve  to  pourtray  his  chara£fcer. 

"  I  appear  before  this  tribunal  for,  the  firft  time  in  my  life,, 
though  I  am  more  than  feventy  years  of  age.  The  forms  and 
ftyle  of  the  proceedings  are  entirely  new  to  me,  I  am  about  id 


*  Id.  ibid.  p.  713.  I      *  Plat.  ApoL  t.  i.  p.  $6» 

*  Ifocr.  Areop.  1. 1.  p.  3^4. 


b  Xenoph«  Apol.  p.  705. 
"'  Id.  ibid.  p.  20U 


I  à  Plat.  Apol.  t.  i. 
^  Id.  ibid.  p.  29. 
f  Id.  ibid.  p.  1$^ 
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fpeak  a  foreign  language,  and  the  only  favour  which  I  have  t<J 
requeft  is, .  that  you  would  rather  be  attentive  to  my  arguments 
than  my  words  ;  for  it  is  your  duty  to  determine  wliat  is  juft, 
and  mine  to  declare  to  you  the  truth  *." 

After  having  cleared  himfelf  from  the  crime  of  impiety  *,  he 
proceeded  to  the  fécond  head  of  the  accufation. 

**  It  is  alleged  that  I  corrupt  the  youth  of  Athens.  Let  ray 
accufer  produce  one  of  my  difciples  whom  I  have  drawn  into 
vice  *.  I  fee  many  of  them  in  this  affembly  ;  let  them  arife  and 
depofc  againft  their  corrupter  *.  If  they  are  withheld  by  fome 
remains  of  refpefl  for  their  preceptor,  whence  is  it  that  their 
fathers,  ^eir  brothers,  their  kinfmen,  do  not  at  this  moment 
invoke  againft  me  the  utmoft  fevcrity  of  the  laws  ?  Why  has 
Melitus  negleâed  to  avail  himfelf  of  their  tcftimopy  ?  It  is  be- 
caufe,  far  from  accufing  me,  they  have,  unfolicited,  haftencd  to 
affift  and  vindicate  me. 

**  My  death  will  not  be  to  be  imputed  to  the  calumnies  of 
Anytus  and  Melitus  *,  but  to  the  hatred  of  tliofe  vain  or  unjuft 
men  whofc  ignorances  or  vices  I  have  unmafked  ;  a  hatred 
which  has  already  been  the  dcftruûion  of  very  many  worthy 
perfons,  and  will  hereafter  occafion  the  ruin  of  many  more  ;  for 
I  ought  not  to  flatter  myfelf  that  it  will  be  fatiated  with  my 
punifhment. 

**  I  have  drawn  on  myfelf  this  enmity  by  wiftxing  to  difcover 
the  meaning  of  an  anfWer  of  the  Pythia  "*,  who  had  declared 
that  I  was  the  wifeft  of  men."  Here  loud  murmurs  of  indigna- 
tion were  heard  among  the  judges  °.  Socrates  continued  : 
•*  Aftomfhed  at  tliis'  oracle,  I  interrogated,  among  the  different 
clafles  of  citizetls,  thofe  who  enjoyed  a  diftinguifhed  reputation  \ 
but  I  every  where  only  found  prefumption  and  hypocrify.  I  en- 
deavoured to  infpire  them  with  doubts  of  their  own  merits,  and 
I  rendered  them  my  irreconcileable  enemies.     I  hence  conclud- 

f  Id.  ibid.  t.  i.  p.  17.  I  1  Id.  ibid.  p.  %$, 

I»  Xcnoph.  Apol.  p.  703.  I  ™  Id.  ibid.  p.  »i. 

I  Id.  ibid.  p.  704.  I  ■  Xcijoph.  Apol.  p«  7©3* 

k  Pht.  Apol.  t.i.p.  33. 
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ed  that  wifdom  appertained  only  to  the  Divinity,  and  that  the" 
oracle,  by  pointing  out  me  as  an  example,  only  intended  to  fig- 
nîfy  that  he  is  the  wifeft  man  who  leaft  thinks  himfclf  wife  <>. 
Should  I  be  cenfured  for  having  dedicated  to  many  years  to  in«» 
quiries  fo  dangerous,  I  (ball  reply,  that  we  ought  not  to  think 
cither  life  or  death  of  importance  when  it  is  in  our  power  to  be 
ufeful  to  others.  1  believed  myfelf  deftined  to  inftruâ  mankind  ; 
I  believed  I  had  received  fuch  a  miifion  ftom  heaven  p  ;  I  had 
defended,  at  the  hazard  of  my  life,  the  pofts  in  which  I  had  been 
ftationed  by  the  generals  of  n^y  country,  at  Amphipolts,  at 
Potidsa,  and  at  Delium  r  and  it  was  my  duty  to  maintain,  witH 
flill  more  courage,  that  which  the  gods  have  affigned  me  in  the 
midft  of  you  ;  nor  could  I  abandon  it  without  difobeying  their 
orders,  and  rendering  myfelf  vile  in  my  own  eyes  *». 

*•  I  will  go  ftill  further.  Should  you'^this  day  even  offer  to 
acquit  me  on  condition  that  I  {hould  keep  filence  in  future  'f 
I  would  fay  to  you,  O  my  judges  !  I  doubtlefs  love  and  honour 
you,  but  it  is  my  duty  to  obey  God  rather  than  you  :  while  I 
have  breath  I  will  never  ceafe  to  raife  my  voice,  as  has  hereto- 
fore  been  my  praâice,*and  fay  to  all  I  fee.  Are  you  not  aiham^ 
cd  to  purfue  after  riches  and  honours,  while  you  negle£l  the 
treafures  of  wifdom  and  virtue  which  would  adorn  and  render 
perfeâ:  your  fouls  ?  I  would  unceafingly  importune  them  with 
entreaties*  and  queftions  ;  I  would  compel  them  to  bUtflrat  their 
blindnefs,  or  their  falfe  virtues  ;  and  I  would  prove  to  them  that 
tfaey  beftow  their  higheft  eiteem  on  goods  which  merit  only 
contempt. 

**  Such  are  the  truths  which  the  Divine  Being  hascommand«« 
ed  me  inceflantly  to  declare  to  old  and  young,  to  citistns  and 
ftrangers  :  and,  as  my  obedience  to  his  orders  is  to  you  the 
greateft  of  lus  benefits,  if  you  put  me  to  death  you  will  reje£fc 
the  gift  of  God, -and  you  will  not  afterwards  find  any  perfon 
animated  with  the  fame  zeal.     It  is  tlierefore  your  caufe  which 

o  Plat.  Apol.  t.  i.  p.  23.  I      *l  Id.  ibid.  p.  aS. 

'  Id.  ibid.  p.  30,  I 
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deed,  Aftytiu  smd  Melitus  m«x  cidummaftc,  may  baniih^  may  dt^ 
prlire  meed  hie,  huk  never  can  it  be  in  iheir  power  to  harm  me* 
They  ave  m^re  to  be  pitted  than  I  |U9»  fince  they  are  unjuft*. 

<<  To  e&ape  from  ^Heix  perfecwtkxi  I  have  not,  after  the  eai^ 
ampk  of  o^era  vheo  accufeë,  had  rece^rfe  tq  elaadeftine  in- 
tiigues  or  o^>en  fo&eitations.  I  have  entertauied  toe  much  re- 
fpeâ  for  you  to  feek  to  move  ypur  pafhons  hf  tnj  tears,  os  by 
thofe  of  my  dûidren  and  friends  coUeéled  around  me  ^  Such 
fcenes  are  indeed  proper  to  excite  the  emotions  of  pity  on  the 
ftage,  but  here  the  voice  of  truth  ougjn  alone  to  be  heard. 
You  have  taken  a  fokmn  09th  to  judge  according  to  the  laws. 
'  Should  I  induce  you  to  violate  that  oath,  I  ihould  indeed  be 
guilty  of  impiety  )  but,  more  firmly  perfuaded  than  my  adver- 
fftvies  of  the  exidence  of  the  Divine  Being,  I,  without  fear,  com- 
mit myfelf  to  his  juftice  and  to  yours  ^/*  . 

The  judges  of  ^berates  were  for  the  moft  part  peribns  tsiken 
from  the  dregs  of  the  people,  and  deftUute  of  knowledge  or 
principlea.  'Some  of  them  confidered  his  firmnefe  as  an  infult, 
acul  others  were  offended  at  the  praifes  he  beftowed  on  him- 
fclf  *  The  maj(vity  therefore  voted  him  attainted  and  con- 
Tiâed }  but  his  enemies  only  gained  their  point  by  a  (mall  num« 
her  of  voices  ^.  They  would  have  had  Itill  fewer,  and  even 
have  been  liable  to  puniâimcnt  themfelves,  had  he  made  the 
finalleft  eflFort  to  incline  the  judges  in  his  favour  *. 

According  to  the  laws  of  Athens,  a  fécond  trial  was  neccflary 
to  decide  on  the  punifhment  *.  Melitus  in  his  accufation  had 
ftated  that  the  crime  merited  death*  Socrates  might  have 
chofen  between  a  fine,  banifhmcnt,  ot  perpetual  imprifonment* 
He  again  addrefièd  his  judges,,  and  faid,  that  to  fpeçify  any  pu« 
nifliment  would  be  to  confefs  himfelf  guilty  of  a  crime  ^ ,  but 


r  If},  ibid.  p.  i^ 

•  Id.  ibid.  p.  30. 

t  Id.  idid;  p.  54. 
lib.  4*pt  So^. 

**  Id.  ibid.  p.  35. 
lib.  I.  p.  72?. 
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Xenoph.  Memor. 


^'  Xenoph.  ibid.  p.  707. 
y  Plat.  ibid.  t.  i.  p,  36* 


*  Xenoph.  ibid.  lib.  4*  p.  804. 

*  Ciccr  dc  Oral.  cap.  54.  t.  i.  p.  1^4. 
b  Plat.  Apol.  t.  i*  p.  37.     Xtnufhm 
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thftt,  ttb  lÊPé  had  rendered  the  greateft  fervices  to  the  republic, 
he  in  reality  deferved  to  be  maintained  in  the  Prjtaneum  at 
the  public  «Epence*.  At  tbefe  Words,  eighty  6f  his  judges 
•who  had  before  voted  in  hi»  favour,  went  over  to  the  party  of 
the  protfecutor^,  and  judgment  of  death  by  poifon  was  pro- 
nounced*. 

Socrates  received  his  fentence  tvith  the  tranquillity  of  a 
man,  who,  during  his  whole  life  had  learned  to  die  ^.  In  à 
third  difcourie  he  confoled  thofc  of  his  judges  who  had  ac- 
quitted him,  by  bbferving  that  no  evil  can  happen  to  the  vir- 
tuous man,  neither  while  he  lives,  nor  after  his  ^eath  ^.  To 
thofe  who  had  accufed  or  condemned  him,  he  reprefented^  that 
they  muft  inceflantly  fufferfrom  the  remorfe  of  confcience*, 
and  the  reproaches  of  men  ;  that  death  being  to  him  a  gain, 
he  felt  no  anger  agahift  them,  though  he  had  reafon  to  com- 
plain of  their  hatred.  He  ended  with  thefe  words  :  ^  It  is 
time  for  «s  to  depart,  I  to  die,  and  you  to  continué  to  live  i 
but  whether  of  thefe  be  the  better  lot  is  known  only  to  the 
Divine  Being  V 

When  he  left  the  court  to  return  to  prifon,  ho  alteration 
was  difoemible  either  in  his  countenance  or  his  gait.  He  faid 
to  his  difciples,  who  melted  into  tears  around  him,  Why  do 
you  weep  now  for  the  firft  time  ?  Were  you  ignorant  that  Na- 
ture, when  flie  granted  n^e  lift,  condemned  me  one  day  to  re- 
fign  it  ?  I  am  in  defpair,  replied  the  youth  Apollodorus,  to' 
think  that  you  (kould  die  innocent.  Would  you  rafher  choofe^ 
replied  Socrates,  with  a  fmile,  that  t  (hould  die  guilty  ?  He 
law  Anytns  pafe  by^  and  faid  to  his  friends,   How  proud  is 


^  Plat.  ApoL  t.  i.  p.  37. 

^  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  2.  $  4^. 

•  According  to  ttaio  (  Apot  1. 1.  p. 
58.)  Socrates  c^nfented  to  ^pofe  a 
flight  fine,  for  which  rome  of  hit  diC- 
ciptesaod  Plato  among  others  fliould 
be  fecurhy  (Diog.  Laert.  lib.  a.  §  31). 
Yet  Xcnophon  makes  him  fay,  that  he 


ceold  not  witfaoitt  ctmSdSàg  that  he 
waé  guilty  condemn  himfelf  to  (hé 
Imalleft  puniihment.    - 

«  Plat,  io  Plndm.  1. 1,  p.  64  it  67. 

f  Id»  ApoL  t.  i.  p.  4C. 

<  Xenopb.  Apol.  p.  705,    9ltau  A- 

ppl.  p.39« 

h  Plat.  Apol.  t.  i.  p.  40  ct  49'. 
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that  man  of  his  trinmph  !    He  knows  not  that  vittét  moft 
ever  be  viâorious  ^ 

The  next  daj  afiter  bis  trial  *,  the  prieft  of  Apollo  place4 
a  cro^n  on  the  ftern  of  the  gallej  which  annually  carries  the 
oSerings  of  the  Athenians  to  Delos  ^.  From  the  time  of  the 
performance  of  that  ceremony  to  the  return  of  the  veflel,  the 
law  forbids  the  execution  of  any  fentence  of  death. 

Socrates  paiTed  thirty  days  in  prifon  ',  furrounded  by  his 
difciples,  who,  to  afluage  their  grief,  were  continually  com- 
ing  to  enjoy  his  company  and  converfation,  believing  at  ead^ 
vifit  that  they  faw  and  heard  him  for  the  lail  time. 

One  morning  when  he  awoke,  he  perceived  Crito^  one  of 
his  friends  whom  he  particularly  efteemed,  feated  near  his 
bed  *.  You  come  fooner  than  ordinary,  furely,  faid  he  to 
him  :  is  it  not  yet  very  early  ?  Yes,  anfwered  Crito^  it  is 
fcarcely  day. 

Socrates.  I  am  furprifcd  the  keeper  of  the  prifon  would  let 
you  in. 

Crito.  He  knows  me  ;  I  have  made  him  (bme  trifling  pre* 

%lt8. 

Socrates.   Have  you  been  here  long  ? 

Crito.    Some  time. 

Socrates.    Why  did  you  not  awake  me  ? 

Crito.  You  were  in  fuch  a  quiet  fleep  that  I  could  not  pre* 
vail  on  myfclf  to  diftarb  you.  *  I  bad  always  admired  the 
calmnefs  of  your  mind,  but  at  this  moment  it  made  a  fttll 
more  forcible  impreffion  on  mc. 

Socrates.  It  would  be  a  ihame  indeed  if  a  man  of  mj  age 
-ihould  be  difturbed  at  the  approaches  of  death.  But  what 
has  induced  yon  tO  come  fo  early  ? 

i  Xen«ph.  A^U  p.  706.  ■  k  Pbt.  io  Phaedon.  t.  i.  p»  58. 

•  Lé  Itmdtamiu  it  fim  jtigemMi:  bot  I  >  Xenoph.  MecDor.  lib.  4^  p.  8x6. 

the  words  of  P»«io  are,  «9  )r^»n^  «ir  I  "  Pbi.  in  Crit.  t.  i.  p,  41. 
Uijtf ,  Hn  dty  hefira  bu  triaL     Ï.              \ 
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^ito.  Intelligence  the  moft  affliâîng,  not  to  yon,  bat  to 
ne  and  your  friends  ^  the  nxoft  cruel  and  dreadful  mtellU 
(ence. 

Socrates,    ts  the  Ihip  returned  ? 

CritQ.  It  was  feen  yefterday  evening  otf  Sunium  ;  it  wilt 
BO  doubt  arrive  to-day,  and  to-morrow  will  be  the  day.  o£ 
your  death. 

Sacraiis*   So  let  it  be,  fioce  fuch  is  the  will  of  the  gods  ** 

Criro  then  reprefented  to  him  that,  unable  to  bear  the  idea 
of  his  death,  he  had,'  with  fome  friends,  taken  a  refolutioit 
Co  facilitate  his  efcape  from  prilon  ;  that  the  neceÔkry  mea. 
furet  were  concerted  for  the  following  night  ;  that  a  fmall 
fum  of  money  would  be  fufficient  to  corrupt  the  keepers/  and 
filence  their  accufers  ;  that  an  honourable  retreat  might  bo 
procured  for  him  in  Theflaly,  where  he  might  lead  a  peace* 
ful  life  I  that  he  could  not  refafe  to  comply  with  their  re« 
queft,  witbout  failing  in  his  duty  to  himfelf,  to  his  children^ 
whom  he  would  leave  in  want,  and  to  his  friends^  who  would 
be  for  ever  reproacâied  with  not  having  facrificed  all  that  they 
pofltfled  to  preferve  his  life  ■*•  ^ 

Oh  !  my  dear  C  ito,  replied  Socrates,  your  zeal  is  not  con# 
formable  to  the  principles  I  have  conftantly  profeiTed  to  fol« 
low,  and  which  the  moil  cruel  torments  Ihall  never  compel 
zne  to  abandon  ^. 

It  will  be  firft  proper  to  reply  to  what  yon  allege  concern* 
ing  the  reproaches  which  you  fear  from  men.  You  kno\^ 
that  we  are  not  to  be  guided  by  the  opinion  of  the  greater 
number,  buti  by  the  decifion  of  thofe  who  ate  able  to  diltin« 
guifh  juftice  from  irjaitice,  and  truth  from  falfehood  ^.  It  is 
alfo  neceflary  to  difpel  the  fears  with   which  you  wifli  to  in« 


•  Crito  thought  the  fliip  would  ar- 
rive on  that  dajr  at  the  Pirzui;  but  it 
^  not  coove  till  the  next,  and  the 
death  of  Socrates  wa»  deferred  for  a 
da/. 


°  Plat,  in  Crlt»  t.  i.  p.  44. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  46.    Xciiopb.  Ap0b 

p.  703. 
P  Plat,  in  Crit  p.  4I. 
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l^ïîre  me  for  my  children  :  they  will  receive  from  lay  IHends 
the  fcrvices  which  their  generofity  now  offers  to  me'.  Thus 
the  whole  qoeftion  will  be  reduced  to  the  ioquiiy,  whether  it 
be  conformable,  to  juftice  that  I  fhould  leave  this  place  with- 
out the  per  million  of  the  Athenians  '  ? 

Have  we  not  frequently  agreed,  that  in  no  cireumftances 
it  can  be  allowable  to  render  injuilice  for  injuftice  ^?  Have  we 
not  alfo  eftablifbed  it  as  a  principte,  that  the  firft  dutj  of  the 
titxxen  is  to  obey  the  laws,  and  that  this  can  be  dîfpenfed 
with  under  no  pretext  ?  But  would  it  not  be  to  deprive  them 
of  aU  their  power,  and  abfolutely  to  annihilate  them,  ^ere  I 
to  prevent  their  being  carried  into  execution  ?  Had  I  ^  fup- 
pofed  I  had  reafon  to  complain  of  them,  I  was  at  liberty,  and 
it  was  in  my  power  to  remove  into  another  country  <  ;  but 
1  have  hitherto  liome  their  yoke  with  pleafure,  and  have  a 
thoufand  times  experienced  the  effeAs  of  their  proteâion  and 
beneficence  ;  and  now,  becaufe  my  enemies  have  abufed  them 
to  my  deflrtiâion,  you  wilh  me,  that  I  may  revenge  myfelf 
en  them^  to  deftroy  the  laws^  and  confpire  againft  my  coun» 
try,  of  which  they  are  the  fupport. 

I  (hall  add,  that  they  had  prepared  me  a  refource.  After 
iny  firft  trial  I  might  have  condemned  myfelf  to  banifliment 
only  ;  but  I  chofe  to  undergo  a  fécond,  and  I  have  openly  de* 
Glared  that  I  would  prefer  death  to  exile  ^.  Shall  I  then,  re* 
gardlefs  alike  of  my  word  and  my  duty,  fly,  to  expofe  to 
foreign  nations  Socrates  profcribed,  difgraced,  become  the 
corrupter  of  the  laws,  and  the  enemy  of  authority,  tiiat  I 
'may  yet  live  a  few  wretched  and  ignominious  days  ?  Shall  I 
fiy,  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  my  weaknefs  and  my 
crime  in  diftant  countries,  where  I  can  never  dare  again  to 
pronounce  the  words  judice  and  virtue  without  a  confctous 
bluihi  and  drawing  on  myfelf  the  moil  cruel  reproaches  ?  No, 


'  Plat,  in  Crît.  p.  54. 
t  Id.  lUd.  p.  48, 
t  Id.  ibid.  p.  4f  ^ 
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vay  fricad»  Ceafe  to  perfuade  me  ;  and  fuffer  me  to  purfao  the 
path  which  the  gods  have  marked  out  for  me  ^« 

Two  dajs  aftçr  this  converfation  y,  the  eleven  maglftrates, 
whofe  office  k  is  to  fee  that  criminals  are  ^:ceçuted  according. 
to  thçir  fentence,  came  earlj  in  the  morning  to  the  prifon,  to 
have  his  irons  taken  oaf,  and  give  him  notice  that  he  was  to 
die  that  day  "•  Many  of  his  difçiples  afterwards  entered. 
There  were  about  twenty  of  them.  They  found  with  him 
hia  wife  Xanthippe,  with  the  youngeft  of  his  children  in  her 
arms*  The  moment  fhe  perceived  thendt  ihe  exclaimed,  with 
load  cries  9od  fobbings  :  Ah  !  my  hufband,  your  friends  are 
come  to  vifit  you»  and  for  the  laft  tioie  !  Socrates  having  re« 
quefted  Crito  to  caufe  hei:  to  be  ient  home«  ihe  was  taken 
away  uttering  the  moft  doleful  lamentation;,  andteanng  her 
face*. 

Never  had  the  difciples  of  Socrates  fecn  him  difplay  fuch 
patience  and  courage  >  they  fiould  not  look  on  him  without 
being  overwhelmed  with  grief^  nor  liften  to  him  without  tho^ 
livelieft  tranfports  of  pleafure.  In  his  laft  converfation  he 
laid  to  themi  that  it  was-not  lawful  for  any  one  to  deprive. 
bioifelf  of  life;  becaufe»  as  we  are  placed  on  earth  as  foldiers 
in  a  poft  a£Sgned  them  by  their  general,  we  ought  not  to  quit 
our  ftation  without  the  permiffion  of  the  gods  ^  |  that,  for 
bioafeU^  he  was  refigoed  to  their  will,  and  figbed  after  tbo 
moment  which  would  beftow  on  him  tlie  faappinefs  be  had 
endeavoured  to  merit  by  his  conduft  through  life  ^.  From 
this  difcourfe  paffing  to  the  do^rine  of  the  immortaUty  of  the 
foul,  he  endeavoured  to  eflabli(h  it  by  a  multitude  of  ^oofs» 
which  juftified  his  hopes.  ''  And  even/*  faid  he,  *^  though 
thefe  hopes  ihould  be  without  foundation,  befides  that  the  fa- 
crifices  they  required  bav.e  not  prevented  me  from  being  the 
bappieft  of  men,  they  remove  far  from  me  the  bitternefs  of 

»  Id.  ibid.  p.  54.  I      a  M*  «bid.  p.  60. 

y  Id.  in  Phffd*  p.  59*  '     I      ^  ^^'  ^^^^'  P*  ^ 

Z  Id.  ibid.  I     ""  M.  ibid.  p.  67  «t  61, 
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death,  tnd  diffufc  ft  pure  and  delicious  joj  over  mj  lafi  i 
ments  *.*» 

**  Thus,**  added  he,  "  ercrj  man  who,  reuotmcing  pt)ea« 
fure,  has  laboured  to  adorn  his  foul,  not  with  foreign  oma« 
Bients  but  fuch  as  are  fuitable  ro  it,  as  jufttce,  temperance^ 
and  other  virtues,  eannot  but  poflefs  an  unfiiaken  cotifidence» 
and  quietly  wait  the  hoar  of  his  departure.  You  will  foU 
low  me  when  yours  (hall  arrive  ;  mine  approaches  ;  and,  to 
life  the  exprefiion  of  one  of  our  poets»  I  hear  already  its 
voice  which  calls  me.**   ' 

Crito  now  afkedhim,  whether  he  had  no  injunftions  to  tay 
on  thern  with  regard  to  his  children  or  his  i^fTiirs.  ^  I  have 
only  to  repeat,"  replied  Socrates,  •'  the  advice  I  have  fre- 
^ently  given  you  ;  that  you  be  virtuous.  If  you  follow  it, 
I  Ihall  not  need  your  piomifes  ;  and  if  you  negleâ  it,  thej 
will  be  ufclefs  to  my  family  *.*• 

He  afterward  palled  into  a  fmall  apartment  adjoining,  t» 
bathe.  Crito  followed  him  :  his  other  friends  continued  in 
the  room  he  had  left,  and  converfed  together  on  the  difcourfe 
they  had  juft  heard,  and  the  fituation  in  which  they  were  foon 
to  be  left  by  his  death.  They  already  confidercd  themfelvea 
as  orphans  deprived  of  the  heft  of  fathers,  and  lefs  wept  for 
bim  than  for  themfelves.  His  three  children  were  brought 
to  him,  two  of  whom  were  yet  extremely  young  :  he  gave 
fome  orders  to  the  womeri  who  came  with  them,  and,  after 
having  ftnt  them  away,  returned  to  his  friends  '• 

A  moment  after,  the  keeper  of  the  prifen  entered  :  •*  Socu 
rates,**  faid  he,  **  I  am  certain  that  I  ihall  not  hear  from  yoa 
thofe  imprecations  with  which  I  am  ufually  loaded  by  perfons 
in  the  fame  fituation,  to  whom  my  office  obliges  me  to  give 
notice  that  it  is  time  to  drink  the  poifon.  As  I  have  never 
feen  any  pcrfon  in  this  plaee  who  poficfled  fuch  firmnefs  of 

à  Î4.  îlîi .  p.  9T  Et  Z14.  I       '  Id^ihià,  f^ |26 et  117^ 
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iirind  and  nfldnefs  of  tetn|>er  as  joxx  have  always  (hovm,  I 
luiow  well  that  70U  are  not  angr  j  at  me,  and  that  jon  do  not 
attribute  to  me  yowc  misfortunes  ;  you  are  but  too  well  ac« 
^aaintcd  with  the  authors  of  them  :  farewel  !  enideayour  to 
fubmit  to  npceflitj."  His  tears  fcarcely  permitted  him  to 
conclttde  what  he  had  to  faj»  and  he  t etired  to  a  corner  of  the 
prifon,  that  he  might  fhed  them  'without  reftraint  **  Faré- 
vrel,"  faid  Socrates  to  him  in  reply,  .**  1  will  follow  your 
advice  î'*  and  turning  towards  his  friends.  How  weB-bchaved 
atfdhoaeft  is  that  man  !  faid  he.  i^iKe  I  have  been  here»  he 
hfeis  frequently  come  to  converfie  with  me — And  now  fee  how 
ht  weeps.— CritOi  he  muft  be  obeyed.  Let  the  poifon  be 
brought,  if  it  be  ready  :  if  not,  let  it  be  miked  as  foon  as  pof-  « 
â>le. 

Crlto,  in  a&fwer,  reprefented  that  the  fun  was  not  yet  fef^ 
and  that  others,  in  like  circumftances,  had  been  permitted  to 
defer  drinking  the  poifon  for  fome  hours.     **  They/*  faid 
Socrates,  *^  had  their  reafons  for  what  they  did,  and  1  have' 
saine  for  aâing  differently  <•" 

Crito  then  gave  orders  as  he  had  been*  direâed  ;  and  when 
the  poifon  was  ready,  a  fervant  brought  the  fatal  cup  ;  and 
Socrates  having  alked  what  hé  was  to  do,  the  man  anfwered, 
•*  After  you  have  drunk  the  potion,  you  mult  walk  until  yoa 
find  your  legs  begin  to  grow  heavy,  and  then  lie  down  on 
your  back.'*  immediately,  without  changing  countenance,  he 
took  the  cup,  with  a  fieady  hand,  and,  after  having>iddrei]kd 
a  prayer  to  the  gods,  advanced  it  to  his  mouth. 

In  this  dreadful  moment,  terror  and  difmay  feized  on  all 
prefent,  and  involuntary  tears  it  reamed  from  every  eye.  Some 
to  conceal  them,  threw  their  mantles  over  their  heads,  an4 
others  hsUlily  arofe,  that  he  might  not  difcover  their  agita- 
tion ;  but,  when  turning  their  eyes  again  upon  him,  they  per^ 
l^ived  that  he  had  drunk  off  the  poifon,  their  grief,  too  long 


s  14,  ibid.  p.  Z16. 
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reftramed,  biuft  forth  with  vioIeac«,  and  their  ttftti  m4  feW 
hings  redouUedy  when  thej  heard  the  loud  laioetttaliM»  ol  dMS 
youth  Apollodorus,  i^bo,  after  baviag  wept  the  whole  dejV 
now  m^dc  the  prijbn  refoimd  with  the  moft  Craalic  «ries  \ 
**  What  are  you  doing,  my  friends  ?'^  faid  Socrates,  withent 
emotion  :  **  I  lent  away  the  women,  that  I  might  not  witnefe 
fuch  weaknefs.  ^fumo  your  ,  courage  ;  I  have  always  faid 
that  death  ought  to  be  accompanied  with  good  oaiens." 

In  the  mean  time  he  continued  to  walk  till  he  Vg»i^  to  fcA 
n  hearinefs  in  his  legs,  when  he  laid  down  on  the  bed»  and: 
wrapped  himfelf  in  his  numtle.  The  q»a9  who  had  broogfae 
and  giren  hintv  the  poifen,  pointed  out  to  the  perfdns  prefeot 
the  foccellive  progreis  of  its  effeâç.  A  mortal  cold  had  al- 
ready frozen  his  feet  and  legs,  and  was  ready  to  invade  th^ 
heart,  when  Socrates,  raifing  his  mantle,  faid  to  Crito  :  *^  We 
owe  a  cock  to  ^£fculapius,  forget  not  to  pay  the  vow  *»'^  It 
IhaU  be  performed,  replied  Crito  $  but  h«.ve  you  no  other 
cpmmand?  He  returned  no  anfwer,  but  a  moment  after  made 
a  flight  motion.  The  fervant  having  uncovered  hiai»  received 
his  lad  look,  axid  Crito  dofed  bis  eyes* 

Thus  died  the  nooft  jeligious,  the  mod  virtuous,  and  th^ 
molt  happy  of  men  *  ;  the  only  man,  perhaps,  who,  without 
fear  of  being  conviâed  of  falfehood,  might  bekUy  affirm  :   I 
have  never,  either  in  word  or  deed,  oommttted  the  fiasdleft . 
iujuiUce^f. 


CHAP.    L5{:V1IL 

Ftjiivals  and  Mj^fteries  ofEIeufis. 

%  KOw  proceed  to  fpeak  of  the  mod  important  airticle  of  the 

Athenion  religion,  of  th<^e  myfteries,  the  origin  of  which  is 

■^ —        i' 1 ' It  ,     ^ ^_^ 

k  Id.  ibid.  p.  1x7.  lib.  4.  p.  8x8. 

*  h  WM  «fii&t  to  ftcrifice  this  bird  ^  Xcnoph.  Memor,  HB.  X.  p.'  7Sf. 

to  JËfcuUpiiii.     (See  POinpeii  Feftos  Kbk  4.  p.  805. 

de  Signif.  Verb.  lib.  9.  p.  189.)  f  See  note  st  the  end  of  the  to« 

'  i  Id.  ibid.  p.  XI 8*  Xwoph.  Memor.  lame» 
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loA  in  the  obfcnrity  of  time,  of  wiiicb  the  ceremcmtes  infpire 
no  lefs  dread  than  veneratiosi  and  the  fecret  of  which  has  oe« 
ver  been  revealed  but  by  feme  perfons  immediately  condemhed 
tm  death  and  the  public  execratioa  ^  ;  for  the  law  is  .not  fatis- 
lied  with  depriring  them  of  life^  and confifcatiiig. their  goods; 
the  remembrance  of  their  crime  and  punilhment  muft  be  pre» 
ferved  on  a  column  expoied  to  every  eye  "^^ 

Among  all  the  myfteries  inftituted  in  honour  of  different 
dsTinitieSy  there  are  none  fo  celebrated  as  thofe  of  the  goddefs 
CSeres;*  fhe  honfelf^  it  is  faid,  appointed  the  ceremonies* 
A¥hilc  ihe  traverfed  the  earth  in  fearcb  of  Proferpine,  who 
liad  been  carried  oS  fay  Pluto,  ihe  arrived  in  the  plain  of 
Uleufisy  andy  pleafed  at  the  reception  ihe  met  with  from  the 
inhabit«nt4y  beftowed  on  them  two  iignal  benefit»  ;  the  art  of 
^igricniture,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  facred  doârine  '^.  The 
leiier  myfteries,  which  ferve  as  a  preparation  u>  the  greater, 
were  inilituted  in  favour  of  Hercules  ^. 

But  let  as  leave  fncb  idle  traditions  to  the  vulgar,  fince  it 
is  of  lefs  importamce  to  be  acquainted  with  the  authors  of  this 
rdigbus  fyftem,  than  to  difcover  its  objeâ.  It  is  alTerted, 
that,  wherever  it  has  been  introduced  by  the  Athenians,*  it 
has  diffufed  a  fpirit  of  union  and  humanityi*  ;  that  it  purifies 
the  foul  from  its  ignorance  and  pollution  *>  j  that  it  procures 
to  the  initiated  the  peculiar  aid  of  the  gods  ',  the  means  of  ar- 
riving at  the  perfeâion  of  virtue,  the  ferene  happinefs  of  a 
holy  life  *,  and  the  hope  of  a  peaceful  death  and  endefs  felici- 
ty  <•  The  initiated  ifaall  Occupy  a  diftinguiihed  place  in  the 
Elyfiaa  Fields  ^,  they  (hall  enjoy  a  pure  light  ',  and  ihall  live 


1  Meurf.  ia  ZlevS.  cap.  sa 

■  Aadoc.  de  Myft.  p.  7. 

"*  Ifocr.  Pui«(.  X,  I  p.  13a.  AriiUd« 
Eleof.  Orat.  t.  i.  p.  450. 

o  Mearil  in  Eleuf.  cap.  5. 
^^^  p  Cicer.  de  Leg.  lib.  ».  cap.  14.  t. 
«»•  p.  I4S.  Diod-  Sic.  lib.  13.  p.   155. 

^  Aagnftin.  de  Trioît.  lib.  4.  cap. 
!•.  t.  viii.  p,  819.  Prod!  ia  Rep.  Flat. 
P-  369. 


37P- 


Crinag, 


^  Sopat.  Divir.  Qnaea.  L  i.  p. 

»  Id.  ibid.   p.  335. 

t.  Ifocr.  ibid.    Cicer.  ibid, 
in  Ânthol.  lib.  i.  cap.  iS. 

"  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  6.  §  39.  Aii- 
och.  ap.  Plat.  t.  iii.  p.  371  • 

^  Pind.  ap.  Clem.  Alex.'  Strom,  lib.. 
3.  p.  518.  Ariftoph.  in  Ran.  ▼.  155  et 
457.  Spaob.  ibid.  p.  304.  Sophocl,  ap. 
Plut  de  Aud.  Poet,  t  n.  jf.  ax. 
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in  the  bofom  of  tlie  Divinity  '  ;  while  thofe  who  baye  ndfc 
participated  in  the  myfteries^  ihall  dwell,  after  death,  in  places 
of  darknefs  and  horror'. 

To  ihnn  fo  fearfal  an  alternative,  the  Greeks  repair  {ron 
all  parts  to  folicit  at  Eleufis  the  pledge  of  happinefe  there  of- 
fered them.  From  the  moft  tender  age  the  Athenians  are  ad» 
mitted  to  the  ceremonies  of  initiation  ',  and  thofe  who  have 
never  participated  in  them,  requeft  to  be  admitted  to  them 
before  they  die  ^  ;  for  the  menaces  and  reprefentations  of  the 
pnoiihments  of  another  life,  which  thej  had  b^re  regarded 
aa  a  fubjefl  oF  der'fion,  then  make  the  ftrongeft  impreflion  ott 
their  minds,  and  fill  them  with  &ars,  which  are  fometimes  of 
the  moft  abjeâ  kind  ^. 

Yet  fome  enlightened  perfons  do  not  believe  that  to  be  vir« 
toons  there  is  any  necei&ty  for  foch  an  aflociation.  Socrates 
would  never^e  initiated,  and  bis  refufal  gave  birth  to  fome 
doubts  concerning  his  religion  ^.  Diognnes  was  once  advificd» 
in  my  prefence,  to  cootraâ  this  facred  engagement  ;  but  he 
anfwered  :  ''  Pataecic^n  the  notorious  jobber  obtained  initia, 
tion;  Epaminondas  and  Agefilaus  never  iblicited  it;  is  it 
poiCble  I  fhonld  believe  that  the  former  will  enjoy  the  btiis 
of  the  Elyfian  I  ields',  while  the  latter  ihall  be  dragged  throng 
the  mire  of  the  infernal  (hades  '?'* 

All  the  Greeks  may  claim  to  be  admitted  to  initiation  intp 
the  myûeries  ',  but  the  peo^e  of  every  other  nation  are  exm 
eluded  by  an  ancient  law  ^.  I  had  been  promifed  chat  this  law 
fiiould  be  difpenfed  with  in  my  behalf.  1  had  in  my  favour 
the  title  of  citizen  of  Athens,  and  the  powerful  authority  of 


■  y  P!»t.  in  Pbad.  t.  î.  p.  69  et  Sx. 
z  Flat,  ill  Phxd  t.  i.  p.  69.  Id  in 
Gerg.  t.  i.  p.  493.  Td.  de  Rep.  t.  ii.  p. 
363.  Ariftoph.  in  Ran.  v.  145.  Spanh. 
ttid.  haufan.  lih  xo.  cap.  31.  f  876. 
*  Tercnt..iD  Phorm  &Si,  I.  fctn.  I. 
V.  25.  Donat.  ibid,  lurncb.  Adv.  lib- 
3  cap.  6.  Mem.  de  TAcad.  des  Beii. 
.X^epf .  I.  IT.  p.  6;^ 4*  Not^  çf  Madame 


Dacirr  f>n  the  paffnge  in  Terence. 

b  Arifloph.  in  Pac.  -v.  3-4 

^  Plat,  de  Rep  lib.  1.  p.  xjo^  2*. 
Iciic.  ap«  S'ob.  Sr-rm.  4a    p.  1^^. 

d  Lucianl  in  Demnn^é^.t.  ii.  p.  38a. 

e  plut',  de  Aud.  Poet.  t.  li.  p.^  aX« 
Diog  Latrr.  fib  6.  }  39. 

f  He^dor.  lib.  t,  cap.  65. 

8  Mcarf-  iù  £Uu/.  Uf.  19. 
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examples  \  But  as  ît  would  have  beeft  neceflary  that  t  flioûld 
have  confined  myfclf  to  obfcrve  certain  pradices;'and  abftaia 
from  ditferent  kinds  of  eatables,  which  might  have  lai3  ibie 
tinder  a  difagreeable  reftraint,  I  contented  m jfelf  with  making 
fome  refearches  concerning  this  inflitution,  and  obtaining  in- 
formation of  various  particulars  relative  to  it,  which  I  may 
make  known  without  fear  of  incurring  the  guilt  of  perjury. 
I  (hall  annex  them  to  the  account  of  the  lad  journey  that  I 
made  to  Eleufis,  on  occafion  of  the  greater  my fl cries,  which 
are  annually  *  celebrated  there  on  the  15th  of  the  month  Boc- 
dromion  ^  *.  -The  feftival  of  the  leffcr  myileries  is  likewife 
annual,  and  is  obferved  fix  months  before. 

During  the  celebration  of  the  former,  all  judicial  profecu- 
tions  are  rigoroufl/  forbidden,  nor  may  any  feizurebe  made 
on  any  debtor  already  condemned  by  the  laws.  On  the  day 
after  the  feftival,  the  fenate  makes  a  ftriâ  inquiry  into  tho 
conduâ  of  thofe  who  are  accufed  of  having,  by  ads  of  vio- 
lence, or  ifi  any  other  manner,  difturbed  the  regularity  of  thfe 
ceremonies  '  ;  and  if  they  are  found  guilty,  they  are  condemn* 
ed  to  death,  or  to  pay  heavy  fines  ".  This  feverity  is  per- 
haps lieceflary  to  maintain  order  among  fuch  an  imm^nfe  muU 
titude  as  is  afiembled  at  E^euGs  ^.  In  time  of  war,  the  A«- 
Aenians  fend  deputies  to  all  parts  of  Greece,  to  ofer  pafs- 
ports  to  thofe  who  defire  to  attend  at  the  feftivals  ^,  whether 
they  have  received  initiation  or  only  come  as  fpeâators  p. 

I  departed  for  Eleufis,  in  company  with  fome  friends,  on 
the  14th  of  Boedromion,  in  the  fécond  year  of  the  109th  O. 
lympiadf.     The  gate  by  which  we  leave  Athens  to  go  to 


.  6< 
Orat.  5.  p.  X7J.    Petftv. 


h  id.  ibid. 

i  HerodoC.  Ub.  8.  cap.  6<. 

fc  Julian.  Orat.  5.  p.  X7J« 
de  Doâ.  Temp.  Ub.  i.  cap.  3.  1. 1  p. 
^O.    Id.  in  Theopift.  p.  408. 

•  In  the  Metooic  Cycle,  the  OMiith 
Boedromion  began  on  one  of  the  day» 
between  the  %$d  of  Augoft  and  the 
9Xft  of  Sepceuber. 

I  Andocid.  de  Myfier.p.  15»  &c. 

^  Demofth.  in  Mid.  p.  631.    Pet. 


Leg.  Att.  p.  36. 

n  Herodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  65. 

o  iEfchin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  416. 

p  Lyf.  in  Andodd.  p  106. 

f  In  this  year,  the  ift  of  Boedro. 
mion  correfponded  with  the  10th  of 
our  month  of  Sepumbcr,  and  the  14th 
of  Boedromion  with  the  4ch  of  Oâo- 
ber.  The  feiUval  began  on  the  5th  of 
Oâobar  in  the  yaar  343  before  Chiilt 
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Eleufis  is  named  the  facrcd  gate,  tod  tlie  road  which  Icad^^ 
thither  the  facred  wa;|r  *>•  .  The  diftaocç  is  about  ten  fladia  *. 
Ait^X  having  crofled  a  rather  high  bill»  which  is  covered  with 
lai^rel  rofes  ',  we  entered  the  territpr^  of  Ekufis,  and  arrived 
4H1  the  banks  of  two  fmall  ftreams,  confecrated,  the  one  to 
Ceres»  and  the  other  to  Proferpine.  I  mention  them,  becauf^ 
the  priefts  of  the,  temple  onlj  are  permitted  to  fiih  in  them, 
«nd  bccaufe  their  water  is  fait,  and  made  ufe  of  in  the  cere- 
monies of  initiation  '• 

Farther  on,  upon  the  bridge  over  a  river  which  bears  the 
qame  of  Cephifus,  like  that  which  flows  sear  Athens,  we 
were  attacked  with  grofs  jokes  and  pleafantriea  bjr  great  nam* 
bers  of  the  populace,  who  were  aiTembled  there,  and  who, 
during  the  fellival,  there  take  their  ftation,  as  in  a  kind  o£ 
«mbufcade,  to  divert  themietves  at  the  expence  of  thofe  who 
pais  bj,  and  efpecialij  the  perfons  of  moft  eminence  in  thm 
xepublic  '•  Such  was  the  reception,  astraxlition  relates,  which 
Ceres,  on  her  arrival  at  Eleufis,  here  met  with  from  an  old 
^oman  named  lambe  "• 

At  a  fmall  diftanoe  from  the  fea,  a  large  hill  extends  into 
the  plain,  from  the  nortli-weft  to  the  fouth^eaft,  on  the  brow 
and  eaftern  eztremitj  of  which  ilands  the  famous  temple  of 
Ceres  and  Proferpine  '•  Under  it  is  the  fmall  town  of  Eleu- 
fis. In  the  environs,  and  on  the  hill  itfel^  ,are  fsveral  facred 
monuments,  iv^ch  as  chapels  and  altars  ^  ;  and  rich  individuaH 
of  Athens  have  here  pleafant  and  beautiful  villas  '• 

The  temple,  built  under  the  adminiftration  of  Pericles,  of 
marble  of  Pentelicus  ',  on  the  rock  itfelf,  which  was  levelled, 
fronts  the  eaft*    It  is  equally  vaft  and  magnificent.  Its  length. 


<i  Meurf.  in  Elesf.  cap.  a;. 

«  Aboat  3)  leagues. 

'  Spon.  Voy.  t.  ii.  p.  161.  Wheel- 
«r't  Joarncy,  book  6.  p.  415.  Po- 
eocke,  t.  u.  part  ft.  p.  170.^ 

s  Paitfan.  Ub.  i.  cap.  ^38.  p.  91. 
Hefych.  in  *Pfi9i2.    Spon.  Voyag.  t.  ii. 


Suid.  10  Tsf  »{. 

"  ApoHod.  lib.  I.  p.  17. 

*  Manufcripc  Note  cf  Mr.  Wood. 
Chandler *•  Travels  in  Greece,  p.  196» 

y  Paufen.  lib.  x.  cap.  38.  p.  93. 

2  Deniofth.  in  Mid.  p.  6a 2$. 

»  Wood,  Manufcr.  Not.   Whcckr's 


*«V«/W>.    •••       •■.!•■.  .^f^M.       T   V/»^.    ••    ».  ▼▼  WWW,    «««Wf  »■%.>.    *o 

p.  z6i.   Wheeler,  book  6.  p.  4^5.         |  Journey,  book  6.  p'.  i|27 
t  Strab.  Ub.  9.  .p.  40^*    Hervcb.  et  | 
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frofai'tiôrtli  to  fouth,  ift  abom  384  ttéî  ^\  ftttd  itâ^  breadth  h* 
bout  325 1  ^.  The  AH»ft  cekbrated  lutiftd  wcf^e  «ni^^d  «I 
its  ooaftruftioft  and  deeoration^. 

Among  tbe  minîfters  of  this  temple  thei^e  are  four  priâoi^ 
pal  ones  ^.  The  firft  19  the  Hierophant:  his  name  figniBel 
he  who  reveals  the  facred  things  ^  ;  and  his  principal  fùnâioft 
is  to  initiate  into  th«  myfieries*  He  appears  in  a  diftinguiihed 
robe,  his  head  adorned  with  a  diadetn,  and  his  hair  flowing 
on  his  (honlders  '•  His  age  muft  be  fufficiently  mature  to  fsife 
the  gravity  of  bis  miniftry,  and  hiâ  voice  fo  fonorous  that  it 
may  be  heard  with  pleafure  «.  His  priefthood  is  for  life  K 
¥T<mk  the  moment  he  is  invefted  with  it,  he  muft  confine  him« 
felf  to  celibacy  ;  and  it  is  pretended  that  by  rubbing  his  bodj 
with  hemlock,  he  is  enabled  more  eafily  to  obferve  this  law  *• 

The  office  of  the  fécond  minifter  is  to  carry  thé  facred  toreh 
in  tbe  ceremonies,  end  purify  thofe  who  prefent  themielvea 
for  initiation  ;  he  like  the  Hierophant  has  the  right  to  weal^ 
a  diadem  ^.  The  two  others  are  the  facred  herald,  and  the 
affiftant  at  the  .altar  :  the  office  of  the  former  is  to  commanA 
the  pro&ne^  to  retire,  and  to  maifitain  filence  and  ferious 
thoughtfulnefs  among  the  initiated  ;  that  of  the  latter  is  to 
«ffift  the  others  in  their  feveral  funftions  ^ 

The  rcfpeft  they  claim  from  the  fanftity  of  their  miniftry, 
is  ftfll  more  heightened  by  their  illuftrious  birth*  The  Hiero- 
phant is  chofen  from  the  houfe  of  the  Euniolpidse"',  one  of 
the  mod  ancient  in  Athens  ;  and  the  facred  herald  from  that 


*  About  363  French  (or  386  Bn^.) 
feet. 

f  About  307  French  (or  327  Eng.) 
-feet. 

b  Wood,  Mannfcr.  Note.  Wheeler, 
ibid. 

*  8tr*b.  lib.  9.  p.  395.  Vitruv.  in 
Frcf.  lib.  7.  p.  xaj.    Plot,  in  Pericl. 

.«•  «•  P-  iS9' 

^  Menrf.  in  Eleuf.  cap.  13./  Mem. 
4e  TAcad  de»  Bell.  Letti-.  t.  ixl  p.  93. 


«  Hcfych.  in  «fi^. 

f  Arrian.  in  £piâ.  lib.  3.  capw  %t, 
p.  441.     Pluc.  in   Alctb.  t.  i.  p.  ao2. 

S  Id.  ibid.  Philoftr.  in  Vit;  Soph, 
lib.  1.  p.  6co.  ' 

b  Paufan.  lib.  t.  "cap.  14.  p.  T41. 

t  Meurf.  in  Eleuf,'  cap.  13. 

k  Id.  ibid,  ca^  14. 

1  Id.  ibid. 

^  Hcfych.inSv^Ar. 
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0I  tbe  GefToes»  which  is  a  bnmch  of  the  Zumolpid»  *•  The 
two  other»  arc  chofea  from  fmnililss  eqinUjilluftrious  ^  ;  and 
all  the  foar  have  under  them  feveral  fubakem  minifterst  kich 
as  interpreters,  chanters,  and  oiRcers  whofe  place  it  is  to  ar- 
range the  proceffions,  and  regulate  the  minuti»  of  the  iiSem 
rent  ceremonies  ^. 

There  are  alfo  at  Eleufis  prieftefies  confecrated  to  Ceres 
and  Proferpine.  Thej  maj  initiate  certain  perfons  «  ;  and« 
00  particular  dajs  in  the  year,  offer  fticrlfices  for  individuals  ''^ 

The  fécond  of  the  archons  prefides  at  the  feftivals,  and  is 
efpecially  charged  to  maintain  order  in  them,  and  to  fee  that 
no  irregularities  are  admitted  iato  the  celebration  of  the  reli* 
giotts  rites.  Tbefe  laft  feveral  dajs.  The  initiated  fome* 
times  interrupt  their  deep  to  continue  their  ceremonies.  We 
fiiw  them,  during  the  night,  leave  the  euclofure  of  the  temple» 
walking  in  filence  two  bj  two,  and  each  carrying  a  lighted 
torch  '•  When  thejr  re-entered  the  facred  afjlum,  thej  haft* 
eeed  their  pace  ;  and  I  was  informed  that  this  was  intended 
to  reprefent  the  wanderings  of  Ceres  and  Froferpine;  and 
that,  in  their  rapid  evolutions,  thej  Ihook  their  torches,  and 
frequently  handed  them  from  one  to  another.  The  flame  which 
the  J  agitate,  it  is  faid,  purifies  their  fouls,  and  is  the  embleq[i 
of  that  light  bj  which  they  are  to  be  illuminated  ^ 

On  one  of  tbe  days  games  were  celebrated  in  honour  of  the 
goddefies  **•  Famous  Athletae,'  from  the  different  countries 
of  Greece,  repaired  to  the  feftival  ;  and  the  reward  of  the 
conqueror  was  a  meafure  of  barlej,  grown  on  the  neighbour* 
ing  plain,  the  inhabitants  of  which,  inflruâed  bj  Geres, 
were  the  firft  who  cultivated  that  fpecies  of  corn  '• 


n  Mem.  de  l'Aoul.  des  Bdl.  Lettr. 
C  xzi.  p.  96. 

o  PaufsQ.  lib.  X.  cap.  37.  p.  89. 

P  Poll.  lib.  I.  cap.  I.  J  35. 

^  Sttid.  in  OiXaii)- 

'  DenoiUi.  m  Ncsr.  p.  880.   Tkjl 


Not.  ad  Demoflh,  t.  ili.  p.  6%$. 

*  Wheeler**  Journey»  book  6  p.4al 
Spon.  Voya^.  t.  ii.  p.  166. 

^  Meurf.  in  Elàof.  cap^  26. 

"  id.  ibid,  cap   18  * 

^  Panisn.  Ub.  x.  cap.  38.  p.  ^i* 
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Ojx  tbe  fixth  day,  which  is  the  moft  fpkadtd,  the  pnefis» 
accompanied  by  the  initiated^  carried  from  Athens  to  Eleofis 
the  ftarue  of  lacchus  ^,  who  is  faid  to  have  been  the  iba  either 
of  Ceres  or  of  Proferpine  The  god  was  crowned  with  mjrtle  >, 
and  bore  a  torch  *•  Nearly  thirty  thou&nd  perfons  followed ^^ 
and  the  air  refpunded  with  the  name  of  lacchns  ^«  The  pro* 
ceifion,  regulated  by  the  found  of  mnfical  inftmments,  and  the 
chanting  of  hymns  ^»  was  fometimes  interrupted  by  f^crifices 
and  dances  ^  The  fiatue  was  brought  into  the  temple  at  £• 
Içu&s  i  and  afterward  carried  back  to  its  own,  with^  the  fapie 
pomp  and  ceremonies. 

Many  of  thofe  who  followed  in  the  procelSoa  had  yet  beem 
only  admitted  into  the  lefier  myfteries,  celebrated  annually 
in  a  fmali  temple  fituated  near  the  Uiffiis^  at  the  gates  of  A. 
thens  ^.  There  one  of  the  priefis  of  the  fécond  order  is  ap« 
pointed  to  examine  and  prepare  the  candidates^.  He  ex- 
cludes them  if  they  have  been  guilty  of  forçery,  or  of  any 
atrocious  crime;  and  efpecially  if  they  have  committed  ho« 
micidej  even  though  involuntarily  \  He  enjoins  the  others 
frequent  expiations  ;  and' convincing  them  of  the  neceffity  of 
preferring  the  light  of  truth  to  the  darkneb  of  error  *,  dide«« 
minâtes  in  their  minds  the  feeds  of  the  facred  doârine  ^.  He 
exhorts  them  to  repreis  very  violent  pai&on  ^  ;  and,  by  purs» 
ty  of  mind  and  heart,  to  merit  the  ineftimaUe  benefit  of  initi- 
ation ". 

Their  noviciate  fometimes  continues  fev;ral  years,  '  and 
mud  lall  at  lead  one  entire  year  ^.    During  the  time  of  their 


y  Flut.  in  Phoc  t.i.  p.  754.  McurC 
in  Eleuf.  cap  27. 

*  Ariftoph.  in  Rao  ▼  333. 

*  pjurao  lib.  X.  cap.  s.  p.  6. 
t>  Her. 'dot.  lib.  8  cap.  65. 

^  Ariflopb.  ib.  v.  319.     Heffch.  In 

a  Veil.  Paterc  lib.  x.  cap  4. 

e  Plur.  in  \lctb.  r.  i.  p.  azo^ 
'  f  Meurf  in  hleuf.  cap.  7.   Polyaen 
atratcg;.  lib.  5.  c;ip.  17   §  U     Eullath. 
in  Iliad.  2.  p.  j6x.     Sceph.  Hefjch.  ct 
EtymoL  Magp.  lA  *Ayh 


f  Hdyeh.  in  ^rlfmn 

I)  Julian.  Oracj.  p.  S 7 J.     M(uf; 
in  £Kur.  cap-  19. 

'  1  Clem.  Alex.  Strom.  Lb.  I.  p.  ^tSi 
lib.  7.  p.  845. 

^  Id.  ibid.  liK  5.  p  689. 

1  Porpbjrr.  ap.  Siob.  £clof.  Ph|l^ 
p.  I4»- 

°^  Arrian.  in  Epîâ.  lib.  3.  cap.  %u 
p.  440.     Liban.  Deciam.   19.  1. 1.  f» 
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triait  the  candidates  attend  the  fedivals  of  Eleufis  2  bat  re« 
main  withoat  the  gate  of  the  temple»  aad  anxiottfly  wait  Che 
hour  itt  whidi  they  fhall  be  permitted  to  enter  ^. 

This  hour  had  at  length  arriired.  The  foUewiag  night  was 
Uppointed  for  the  ceremonies  of  initiation  into  the  greater  my* 
fteriea.  As  a  preparation  for  them,  faeriices  and  prayers 
were  offered  £oar  the  profperity  of  the  ftate  '»  by  the  fecoad 
srchon,  attended  by  feiur  alfiftants,  chofen  by  the  people^. 
The  nonrices  were  crowned  with  myrtle  ''. 

The  robes  in  which  they  are  initiated  are  fuppofed  to  tc* 
quire  fuch  fanâîty  by  the  ceremony,  that  the  gVeater  part 
continue  to  wear  them  till  they  are  quite  worn  out  ;  and  o- 
thexs  make  them  into  fwaddlbg  clothes  for  their  children,  or 
hang  them  up  in  the  temple  '•  We  faw  the  candidates  enter 
the  (acred  endofure  ;  and  the  next  day  one  of  the  newly  ini- 
tiated, with  whom  i  waa  particularly  intimate»  gave  me  an 
mocount  of  fome  ceremonies  to  which  he  had  been  witnefs. 

We  found»  faid  he,  the  prieRs  of  the  temple  habited  in  their 
pontifical  veftments.  The  Hierophant,  wh<>  on  this  occafion 
repreCents  the  Creator  of  the  univerfe»  was  invefted  with  fym«- 
bols  fignificatory  of  the  fupreme  power  )  the  torch-bearer»  and 
the  affiftant  at  the  altar,  with  thofe  of  the  fun  and  moon  ;  and 
the  (acred  herald  with  thofe  of  Mercury  *• 

No  fooner  had  we  taken  our  places,  than  the  herald  pro- 
claimed :  ^*  Far  hence  be  the  profane,  the  impious,  and  all 
thofe  whofe  fouls  are  polluted  with  guilt  *•'* .  After  this  no* 
tioe,  death  would  be  the  punifliment  of  any  perfon  who  (hould 
have  the  rafhncfs  to  remain  in  the  aiTembly  without  having 
been  initiated  ^.  The  fécond  prieft  caufed  the  fkins  of  the 
viâims  offered  in  facrifice  to  be  fpread  under  our  feet,  and 


o  PeUT.  ad  Thcmlft.  p.  414. 

p  Ariftot.  ap.  Harpocr.  et  Suid,  in 

q  Lyf.  in  Aadocid.  p.  105.  l^urC 
In  Èleuf.  cap.  15. 

^  Schol  Sopbod.  in  Œdîp,  Col  v. 
7»3- 


^  Mcurf.  ibid-  cap.  1%. 

(  EuTeb.  Praepar.  Evaag.  lib.  3.  dp. 
12.  p.  1 17. 

"  Sueron.ia  Ner.  cap.  34.  Capitol, 
in  Anton.  PbtloC  p.  33,  l,aiaprid.  in* 
Alex.  Sev.  p.  119. 
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purified  us  anew  '..The  ritual^ of  initiation  was  read  aloud  ', 
and  hjrmns  were  fung  in.  honour  of  Ceres. 

Soon  after  a  hollow  found  was  heard»  and  the  earth 
Icemed  to  groan  beneath  our  feet*  :  we  heard  thunder  ;  and 
perceived,  bj  the  glare  of  lightning,  phantoms  and  fpeâres 
wandering  in  darknefs  ^,  and  filling  the  holj  places  with  bowl- 
ings that  chilled  us  with  terror,  and  groans  that  rent  our 
hearts.  Agonizing  pain,  corroding  care,  poverty,  difeafes, 
and  death,  prefented  themfelves  to  our  eyes  in  dreadful  and 
funereal  forms  *.  The  Heirophant  explained  to  us  thefe  feve- 
al  emblems,  and  his  animated  defcriptions  ftill  added  to  our 
inquietude  aâd  our  fears. 

In  the  mean  time,  by  the  affiftance  of  a  feeble  light  <*,  we 
advanced  towards  that  part  of  the  infernal  (hades  where  fouls 
are  purified,  till  they  arrive  at  the  abodes  of  happinefs.  Here, 
amid  à  multitude  of  plaintive  crie^,  we  heard  the  bitter  la- 
mentations of  thofe  who  had  deprived  themfelves  of  life  ^. 
*'  They  are  punilhed,"  faid  the  Hierophant,  "  becaufe  they 
hare  deferted  the  pod  which  the  gods  had  afEgned  them  in 
this  world  ^" 

Scarcely  had  he  uttered  thefe  words,  than  the  brazen  gates, 
opening  with  a  dreadful  noife,  difclofed  to  our  view  the  hor- 
rors bf  Tartarus  '.  We  heard  the  clanking  of  chains,  and 
the  cries  of  the  tortured  ;  and,  amid  piercing  (hrieks  and  la- 
mentable groans,  diftinguiibed  at  intervals  thefe  words: 
**  Learn,  by  our  example,  to  reverence  the  gods,  to  be  juft 
and  grateful  *».*'  For  hardnefs  of  heart,  negleft  of  parents, 
and  every  fpecies  of  ingratitude,  there  meet  their  puniQiment; 


J  Hefych.  et  Suid.  in  Atig  Kii^ 

'  Mtfurf.  in  Eleuf.  cap.  10. 

a  Virgil.  JEnc'nU  lib.  6.  ▼.  a^j. 
Claud.  Ue  Rape.  Pcuferp.  lib.  i.  v.  7. 

b  Dioo.  Chryfoft.  Orat.  12.  p.lOi 
Theniift.  Orat.  4">.  p.  %S5  Weurf. 
cap.  zi.  D.ffert.  tirées  de  NVarburtoD, 
t.  i.  p.  199. 

^  Virj.  JEntiil.  lib.  6.  v.  275.  Orig, 

Fbl  III,  H  h 


cont  CeLT.  lib.  4.  p.  167. 

«^  l^ucian.  iii  CaCapl.  t.  i.  p.  643. 

c  Virgii.  ibid.  ▼.  434. 

f  Plat,  io  Phaïdon.  t.  i.  p.  62.  Id. 
de  Leg.  lib.  9.  t.  ii.  p.  S70. 

8  Virgil.  AlDciâ,  Hb.  6.  v.  57I. 

b  Id.  ibid.  Y.  620.  Piud.  P>ib.  a. 
▼.  640. 
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as  alfo  every  crime  that  efcapea  the  vengr&nce  of  human  taw3> 
or  tends  to  deilroj  the  worfliip  of  the  gods  ^  We  faw  the. 
furies,  artned  with  fcouTges,  relentlefelj  pur futng  the  guiltj  ^. 

Thefe  terrific  fceoes^  inceflantlj  rendered  more  acimatecï 
by  the  fonorous  and  majeftic  voice  of  the  Hien^hant,  who- 
appeared  to  he  the  minifter  of  divine  vengeance,  filled  us  with 
dread  ;  and  fcarcelj  could  we  recover  from  our  apprenenfions^ 
when  we  were  led  into  delightful  groves  and  CmiUng  mea- 
dows, the  abodes  of  happinefs,  and  the  image  of  the  Eljfiaa 
Fields,  illuminated  by  a  ferene  and  pure  light,  and  where  har- 
monious voices  uttered  the  moft  enchanting  founds  '•  Thence 
we  were  brought  into  the  fanâuary,  where  we  beheld  the  fta- 
tut  of  thegoddefs  refplendent  with  Ught,  and  adorned  with  all 
its  richeft  ornaments  °^.  Here,  our  trials  were  to  end,  and 
here  we  faw  and  heard  things  which  it  is  not  permitted  to  re^ 
veal  *•  I  (hall  only  add  that,  in  the  intoxication  of  a  hdjr 
j.oy',  we  fang  hymns-  in  whichr  we  congratulated  ourlelves  oa 
eur  happinefs  ^  f. 

Such  was  the  account  I  received  ffom  my  newly  initiate 
friend.  I  learned  from  another  a  circumftance  which  he  had 
omitted%  On  one  of  the  days  of  the  feftival,  the  Hierophant 
uncovered  the  myftic  baïkets,  which  are  carried  in  the  pro- 
eellions,  and  are  the  objeâs  of  public  veneration.  They  con- 
tain the  facred  fymbols,  which  may  not  be  £een  by  the  pro» 
fane  ;  but  which,  however,  are  only  cakes  of  different  fliapes, 
feme  grains  of  fait,  and  other  things  o,  relative  either  to  the 
hifiory  of  Ceres,  or, to  the  doârines  taught  in  the  myfteries» 
The  initiated,  after  having  removed  them  from  one  baiket 


i  Id.  ibid.  ▼.  60S.  Difliert.  tirées 
de  Warburton,  t.  i.  p.  331. 

^  Id.  ibid.  JLilciaD.  in  Catapl.  t.  i. 
p.  644. 

1  Id.  ibid.  T.  638.  Stob»  Scrm.  119. 
p.  604, 


^  ThemKt.  Orat.  ao.  p.  135. 
*-Se«  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume 
n  Ariftoph  in  Ran  ▼.  451. 
t  See  note  st  tlic  end  of  the  voiome. 
°  Clem.  Alex.  CoboR.  ad  G«flC.  p^ 
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tftta  another,  affirm  that  thej  have  fiafted,  and  drank  Ci* 
ceon  ^  *• 

Among  thofe  who  have  not  been  initiated,  I  have  frequent- 
Ij  heard  men  of  feafe  and  learning  xu>mmanicate  to  each  other 
their  doubts  and  opinions  concerning  the  doârines  taught  in 
the  mjfteries  of  Ceres.  Do  thej  onlj  contain,  faid  thej^ 
the  hiftorj  of  nature  and  its  revolutions  ^  ;  or  are  thej  fole« 
Ijr  intended  to  ihow,  that,  by  means  of  laws  and  agriculture', 
man  has  been  advanced  from  the  ftate  of  barbarifm  to  that 
of  civilized  life  ?  But  why  ihould  ideas  like  thefe  be  cover-< 
ed  with  the  veil  of  fecrecj  ?  A  difciple.  of  Plato  modeftly 
propofed  a  conjedure  which  I  fhall  here  give  my  readers  f  * 

It  appears  undeniable,-  faid  he,  that  the  neceiBty  of  the  re^ 
wards  and  punifhments  which  await  us  after  death  was  in- 
culcated in  the  myfteries,  and  that  the  initiated  werç  prefent-* 
ed  with  a  reprefentation  of  the  different  deftinies  prepared  for 
men  in  this  and  the  other  world  '•  It  alfo  appears  certain 
that  they  were  taught  by  the  Hierophant  that,  among  that 
great  number  of  divinities  which  are  adored  by  the  multitude, 
Xome  are  pure  genii,  who  are  the  minifters  of  the  will  of  the 
Supreme  Being,  and  regulate,  fubfervient  to  his  commands^ 
all  the  motions  pf  the  univerfe  '  ;  while  others  have  only  been 
mere  mortals,  whofe  tombs  are  ftill  to  be  feen  in  different  parts 
of  Greece  ". 

Is  it  not;-  therefore,  natural  to  imagine,  that  the  inftitu* 
tors  of  the  myfteries,  wiihing  to  diffufe  a  more  juft  idea  of 
the  Supreme  Being  ^,  eameftly  endeavoured  to  eftabliih  a  dot- 


P  UL,  ibid.  p.  18  Meurf.  io  Eleuf. 
cap.  10. 

*  A  kind  of  drink,  or  nther  broth, 
which  .wa«  offered  to  Ceres  (CUm. 
Alex.  Cohort,  «d  Gent.  p.  17.  Athcn. 
lib.  II.  cap.  12.  p.  49a.  Cafaub.  ib. 
p.  51a.  Turoeb.  Adv.  lib.  la.  cap.  8;. 

'1  Cicer.  de  Nat.  Deor.  lib.  I.  cap. 
41.  t.   ii.  p.  433- 

^  Varr.  ap.  .*vug.  de  Ci  vit.  Dei,  lib. 
7.  cap.  10.  u  vii.  p.  177. 


f  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

"  Orig.  cuDt.  CcU.  lib.  3  t.  i.  p. 
301  ;  lib.  8.  p.  777.  DiiTer I.  tirées dc 
Warburroo,  t.  i.  p.  175. 

<  Fiat,  in  Con  v.  t.  iii  p.  aoi.  Plat* 
de  Orac.  Def.  t.  ii.  p.  417. 

**  Cicer.  Tufcul.  lib.  i.  cap.  13.  t. 
it  p.  243.  Id.  de  Nat.  Deor.  lib.  %. 
cap.  24.  t.  ii.  p.  434.  Laâant.  Divin. 
Inftit.  lib.  5.  cap.  10. 

*  Etymol.  Magn.'in  TiXlJ. 
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trine  of  which  traces  more  or  kfs  manifeft  are  foùad  in  the 
opinions  and  ceremonies  of  almoft  all  nations — ^that  there  is 
one  God»  who  is  the  author  and  end  of  all  things  ?  and  this 
doârine  is^  in  my  opinion,  the  momentous  fecret  reyealcd  to 
the  initiated. 

The  eftablifliment  of  this  religious  aflbciation  was  doabt- 
lefs  favoured  by  political  views.  Polytheifm  had  become  ge- 
neral, when  it  was  perceived  what  fatal  confequences  refnltdo 
to  morality  from  a  worlhip,  the  objeds  of  which  were  only 
multiplied  to  authorize  every  fpecles  of  injuftice  and  vice  ; 
but  this  worfhip  was  equally  agreeable  to  the  people  from  its 
antiquity  and  even  from  its  imperfeâions.  Far,  therefore, 
from  fruitlefsly  attemptiug  to  aboli(h  it,  endeavours  were 
made  by  the  legiflator  to  counterbalance  it  by  a  more  pure  re- 
ligion, which  fhould  repair  the  injuries  done  to  fociety  by 
polytheifm.  As  the  multitude  are  more  eafily  reft  rained  by 
the  laws  than  by  manners,  it  was  thought  they  might  be  a- 
bandoned  to  fuperititions  of  which  it  would  be  eafy  to  pre- 
vent the  abufe  ;  but,  as  the  more  enlightened  citizens  are  in- 
fluenced more  by  manners  than  by  the  laws,  it  was  judged 
proper  to  communicate  to  them  a  doôrine  adapted  to  render 
them  virtuous. 

You  are  now  able  to  conceive  why  the  gods  are  permitted 
to  be  introduced  in  ludicrous  fituations  on  the  ftage  of  Athens. 
The  magiftrates,  delivered  from  the  falfe  ideas  of  polytheifm, 
attempt  not  to  reprefs  a  liberty  which  can  do  no  injury  to  the 
people,  and  which  contributes  to  their  amufement. 

You  likewife  underftand  how  two  religions  fo  oppofite  in 
their  doârines  have  fubfifted  for  fo  long  a  time  in  the  fame 
place,  without  diAufbance  or  rivalry  ;  it  is  becaufe,  though 
their  doârines  are  different,  their  language  is  the  fame  ;  and 
truth  ihows  that  refpeâ  to  error  which  it  may  be  ezpeûed  to 
require. 

The  myfleries  externally  have  the  appearance  of  the  reli- 
gious worflbip  adopted  by  the  people.     1  he  hymns  which  are 
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fung  in  public,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  ceremopies,  pre« 
fent  to  us  feveral  circumftances  of  the  rape  of  Proferpine»  the 
purfuit  of  Ceres,  and  hct;  arrival  and  fiay  at  Eleufis  :  the  en» 
virons  of  that  town  are  covered  with  monuments  ereâed  in 
honour  of  the  goddefs  ;  and  the  flone  on  which  it  is  pretend- 
fhe  fat  down  when  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  isftill  fliown  ^.  Thus, 
on  the  one  hand,  perfons  of  little  knowledge  and  difcernmeat 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  perfuaded  bj  appearances  that  favour 
their  prejudices  ;  and,  on  the  other,  the  initiated,  penetrating 
to  the  fpirit  of  the  myfteries,  believe  they  may  rely  on  the 
purity  of  their  intentions. 

Whatever  foundation  there  may  be  for  the  conjeâure  I  have 
here  given,  initiation  is  at  prefent  little  more  than  an  idle 
ceremony  :  thofe  who  receive  it  are  not  more  virtuous  than 
others  ;  they  every  day  violate  the  vow  they  have  made  to 
abfiain  from  fowl,  fi(h,  pomegranates,  beans,  and  many*  o« 
ther  kinds  of  pulfe  and  fruits  '.  Many  among  them  have 
contraâed  this  facred  engagement  in  a  manner  by  no  means 
fuitable  to  its  objeâ  ;  for,  almoft  in  our  time,  the  govern- 
ment, to  retrieve  the  exhaufted  date  of  the  finances,  has  beea 
known  to  grant  permiiSon  that  the  right  of  participating  in 
the  myfteries  Aiould  be  purchafed  ^,  and  women  of  diiTolute 
life  have  long  been  admitted  to  initiation  ^  :  a  time,  therefore, 
mult  atrive  when  the  moft  facred  of  alTociations  will  be  en- 
tirely corrupted  and  disfigured  ^. 

y  Meurf.  in  Eleuf.  cap.  3.  I       b  fût.  Orat.  de  Hzred.  Fhiloâeni. 

2  Porphyr.de  Abftin.  lib.  4.  p.  353.  I  p.  61.    Dcmofth.  in  Ne«r.  p.  %6%. 
Julian.  Orat.  5.  p.  173.  I      *^  Clem.  Alex,  in  Protrcp.  p.  19. 

a  Apûn.  de  Art.,  Rhetor,  p.  691.      > 
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CHAP.   XLIX— PAG124• 
0/I  the  Fejlivals  of  Hyacinthe 

J\mong  the  infcrîptîoQs  which  th^  Abbé  Fourmont  diFcovered  in 
Laconla^  there  are  two  which  arc  of  the  fcvcnth,  and  perhaps, 
even  of  the  end  of  the  eighth  century  before  Chrlft,  in  which,  to 
the  name  of  the  legate,  or  chief  of  a  folemn  deputation  (nPES- 
S£T£),  are  added  the  names  of  feveral  znagiflrates,  and  thofe  of 
the  ]f  oaths  and  maidens  who  had  performed  in  the  chorufes,  and 
fvho  on  one  of  thefe  monuments  are  named  Hyalcadoe,  which 
yrord,  according  to  Hefychins  ^  fîgnifîed  among  the  Spartans  the 
youths  and  maidens  who  compofed  the  chorufes.  I  imagine,  there- 
fore, that  thefe  antiquities  have  relation  to  the  feftivals  of  the  Hy- 
acinthia.  . 

It  is  to  be  obferved  that,  amon^  the  maidens  who  compofed  one 
•of  the  chorufes,  we  find  the  name  of  Lycorias,  daughter  of  Degxi- 
^amus,  or  Zeuxidamus,  king  of  Lacedsemon,  who  lived  towards  the 
year  700  before  Chrift. 


P  Lib.  Argum.  Declam.  24.  p.  558.   I  Franc. 

^  «Xofcript.  Fouraioat.  in  JBibl.  Keg.  J      ''  Hcfycb.  in  *T«Ak. 
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CHAP.   L.— Page  25- 

On  the  Divj/ton  of  the  armies  among  the  Lacedamonians, 

It  is  very  difficult,  and  perhaps  împoflîblc,  to  give  a  juft  iJca  of 
this  dividot.  As  it  oftea  varied,  ancient  authors,  without  «nter- 
ing  into  details,  have  contented  themfelves  with  relating  faâs,  and 
afterward  particular  fads  have  been  taken  for  general  rul^s. 

The  Spartans  were  didributed  into  feveral  cla&es,  named 
MOFAIy  or  MOIPAI,  that  is  to  fay,  parts  or  divifions. 

But  what  were  the  fubdi vidons  of  each  clafs  ?  The  iochos^  the 
pentecqftys,  the  enomotia»  In  the  text  of  this  work  1  have  thought 
that  I  might  compare  the  mora  to  a  regiment,  the  /ocbos  to  a  bat- 
talion,  and  the  enomotia  tb  a  company,  though  I  did  not  mean  it 
(hould  be  fuppofed  that  I  confîdered  the  comparifon  as  in  every  re- 
fpeâ  exad^.     In  this  note  I  (hall  preferve  the  Greek  names. 

The  fttbdivibons  I  have  mentioned  ary  clearly  explained  by 
Xenophon  %  who  lived  at  the  time  in  which  I  fuppofe  Anacharlis 
to  have  travelled.  "  Each  mora,*^  fays  he,  **  has  for  its  officers 
*^  a  polemarch,  four  leaders  of  the  lochi,  eight  leaders  of  the  pen- 
•'  tecollyes,  and  fixteen  leaders  of  the  cnomotiae."  Thus  each 
Qxora  contained  four  lochi,  tach  lochos  two  pentecodyes,  and  each 
pentecofiyes  two  enomotiae.  It  is  to  be  obferved  that  Xenophon 
here  gives  us  a  general  rule,  which  is  confirmed  by  thispaflage  in 
Thucydides.  "  The  king  gave  the  word  of  command  to  the  pole- 
aaatchs,  who  gave  it  to  the  loqhagi,  from  whom  it  pafied  to  the 
pentecontateres,  and  from  them  to  the  enomo(archi,  who  gave  it 
to  their  refpedtive  enomolise  ^^'  *  ' 

SometiiAes,  indead  of  making  the  moras  march,  a  detachment 
was  made  of  fome  lochi  ".  In  the  nrft  battle  of  Mantînen,  gained 
by  the  Lacedaemonians,  in  the  year  418  before  Chrtft/  their  army, 
under  the  command  of  king  Agis,  -was  divided  into  feven  lochi. 
Each  lochos,  fays  Thucydides  •*,  contained  four  pentccoflyes,  and 


'  Xenoph.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  685.      |  lib.  7.  p.  6%6. 

*  Thucyd.  lib.  5.  cap.  66.  I      *  Thucyd.  ibid.  cap.  CI. 

"  XïDoph.  Hift,  Grsec.  lib.  4.  p.  5x  8  j  | 
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each  pentecoftys  fo«r  enomotîœ.  In  this  laflance  the  çompofitiofi 
of  the  lochos  differs  from  that  given  by  Xenophon  ;  but  the  cir« 
cumftances  were  not  the  fame.  Xenophon  fpoke  in  general  of  the 
formation  of  the  morse,  when  all  the  parts  were,  united  and  com« 
plete }  and  Thucy didcs  of  a  particular  cafe,  and  lochi  feparate4 
from  their  inorae. 

How  many  moras  were  there  ?  Some  fay  fix,  others  only  five, 
J  (hall  firil  prefent  the  reader  with  the  proofs  in  favour  of  thfi 
former  opinion,  and  afterward  with  thofe  which  are  adduced  to 
fupport  the  latter. 

id.  In  three  infcriptions  brought  by  the  Abbé  Fourmont  fron^ 
MefTenia  and  Laconia  ^,  we  find  the  names  of  the  kings  of  Lace- 
dsemon,  thofe  of  the  fenators,  the  ephori,  the  military  ofiicf  rs,  and 
different  bodies  of  magiftrates.  'In  thefe  infcriptions  we  have  fix 
leaders  of  mors,  and  as  they  are  as  ancient  as  the  eighth  century 
before  Chrif^,  and  only  about  a  hundred  s^nd  thirty  years  pofierior 
to  Lycurgus,  they  appear  toauthorife  the  fuppofition  that  ihat  le- 
giflator  divided  all  the  citizins  into  ^x  morse.  But  here  a  great 
difficulty  occurs.  Before  the  fix  leaders  of  the  moiae,  the  in- 
fcriptions place  the  fix  leaders  of  the  lochi*  Thus  not  only  the 
former,  that  is  to  fay  the  leaders  of  the  morœ,  were  fubordinate  to 
thofe  of  the  lochi  ^  but  the  morse  and  lochi  were  equal  in  num- 
ber, which  was  not  the  cafe  in  the  time  of  Thucydides  and  Xe- 
nophon. 

adiy,  The  latter  hiftorian  obferves  that  Lycurgus  divided  the 
cavalry  and  heavy* armed  infantry  into  fix  morse  ^  This  paffage 
is  conformable  to  the  preceding  infcriptions. 

Xenophon  likewife  tells  us  that  king  Cleombrotus  was  Cent  into 
Phocis  with  four  moras  K  If  there  were  but  five,  one  only  se- 
mained  at  Lacedaemon.  Some  time  after  the  battle  of  LeuAra 
wias  fought,  the  troops  of  Cleombrotus  were  defeated,  and  Xe- 
nophon remarks  that  new  levies  were  made,  and  that  they  were 
efpecially  drawn  from  the  two  :  roorae  which  fiill  remained  tt 
Sparta  b.     There  were  then  fix  in  all. 


y  Mém,  de  F  Acad,  des  Bell.  Lcttr.  I      ^  Id.  Hift.  Gccc.  lib.  6.  p.  57p. 
%.  XT,  p.  395.  I      b  Id.  ibid.  p.  597. 

;   ^  Xenopfa.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  686.     | 
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Let  us  now  confider  the  reafons  which  maj  todiae  as  to  fup* 
pofc  there  were  only  fire. 

I  ft,  Ariftotle,  as  cited  by  Htrpocration,  reckoned  only  fiy;,  if 
we  may  confide  in  the  edition  of  Mauflac,  which  has  the  word 
tlim^.  It  is  trne  this  word  is  not  found  in  the  edition  of  Grono- 
▼ius,  and  that,  in  fome  manufcripts,  its  place  is  fnpplied  by  a  nu- 
meral letter  which  fignifies  fis  ^.  But  this  letter  has  fo  much  rc- 
iemblance  to  that  which  ftands  for  the  number  fire,  that  one  may 
«afily  have  been  miftaken  for  the  other  :  and  two  paffages  in  Hefy- 
chius  prove  that  fome  copy  ids  of  Harpocratlon  moft  have  made 
this  miftake.  In  the  firft,  it  is  faid  that  the  lochos  was  called 
mora  among  the  Lacedaemonians  ^,  and  in  the  fécond,  that,  accord- 
ing to  Aridotle,  the  Lacedœmonians  had  five  lochi  ^,  and  in  this 
paflage  the  word  is  written  at  length,  ïlim.  Therefore,  according 
to  Hefychius,  Ariûotle  admitted  only  five  morae. 
.  2dly,  Diodorus  Siculus  >  relates  that  Agefilaos  was  at  the  head 
of  eighteen  thoufand  men,  of  which  ihe  five  moras,  oir,  without  the 
article,  five  morse  of  Lacedaemon,  made  a  part«  It  remains  to 
inquire  whether,  in  this  paflage,  the  article  ought  to  be  admitted 
or  fupprefled.  Rhodomannus,  in  his  edition,  gives  the  paflage  thus  : 
Jy  «ffwir  el  Aiucf3«^«f«M,  or  AtfiwSiw^ariWv,  Tiint  fui^,  M»  Bejot,  at  my 
requeft,  did  me  the  favour  to  confult  the  manufcripts  in  the  king 
of  France*s  library.  Of  twelve  which  are  there,  five  only  <tontain 
the  paflage  in  queilion,  and  have  the  article  m  with  the  word  La- 
cedeemonians,  either  in  the  nominative  or  genitive.  They  agree, 
therefore,  with  the  edition  of  Rhodomaonus,  and  by  a  flight,  but 
indifpen fable,  alteration,  give  us  the  reading  which  has  been  pro- 
pofed  by  Meurfius  :  «u  AuxtitUfUfim  ITsm  ftt^m.  The  paflage  thua 
reftored  perfc^lly  agrees  with  that  of  Arillotle. 

3d!y,  I  have  faid,  in  the  text  of  my  work,  that  the  Spartans  were 
divided  into  five  tribes.  It  is  natural,  therefore,  to  fuppofe  they 
were  enrolled  In  the  fame  number  of  military  corps,  which  received 
Iheir  denomination  from  thefe  tribes.  In  faâ,  Herodotus  ezpreisly 
fays,  that,  at  the  battle  of  Plataea,  there  was  a  body  of  the  Pitan* 

^  Harpçcr.  in  fAifuu  I      «  Hefych.  in  NSif. 

d  Mauffac.  ibid.  Mcurf.  Lea.  -^ttic  I      f  Id.  ibid.  Xix*i- 
Ub.  X.  cap.  x6.     ,  \     $  i)iod.  Sic  lib,  15.  p.  350. 
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at«  ^  and  we  have  feen  that  the  PItanat»  were  one  bf  the  tribes  of 
Lacedaemon* 

Yet  ai-all  thefe  reafons  amount  only  to  probability,  and  the  tef* 
timony  of  Xenophon  is  pofitive,  we  may  fay  with  MeurGus  \  that 
t1ie  Greek  hiftorian  has  enumerated  among  the  morae  the  corps  of 
SciritflB,  fo  named  from  Sciritis,  a  fmall  dîftriâ  fituatêd  on  the  con- 
fines of  Arcadia  and  Laconia  ^^  which  was  long  fubjeâ  to  the 
Spartans,  bnt  afterward  taken  from  them  by  £paminondas,  who 
united  it  to  Arcadia.  Hence  it  is  that,  of  the  writers  pofterior  to 
that  time,  fome  have  coniidered  the  Sctritss  as  a  {art  of  the  Lace* 
dsemonian  fbldiery ,,  and  others  as  a  body  of  Arcadian  troops". 

While  the  Sciritae  were  fubjeâ  to  the  Spartans,  they  followed 
them  in  almoft  all  their  expeditions,  fometiroes  to  the  number  of 
fix  hundred  ^.  In  a  battle  they  were  Rationed  in  the  left  winp, 
and  were  not  mixed  with  the  other  moras  ^.  Sometimes  they  were 
kept  in  referve,  fucceflively  to  fupport  the  dirificns  which  began  to 
give  way  ^.  During  ^he  night  they  guarded  the  camp,  and  their 
▼igilance  prevented  the  foldiers  from  draggling  from  the  army* 
This  duty  was  affigaed  them  by  Lycurgus  himfelf  ^.  The  corps  of 
the  Sciritae  then  exifted  in  the  time  of  that  legiflator,  who  inllitut- 
cd  fix  bodies  of  troops  ',  five  moras  properly  fo  called,  in  which  the 
Spartans  were  enrolled,  and  the  cohort  of  the  Sciritae,  which,  not 
being  compofed' of  Spartans,  differed  effeotially  from  the  proper 
jnorae,  but  which  neverthelefs  might  bear  the  fame  name,  fince  it 
made  a  part  of  the  military  conditution  eftabliihed  by  Lycurgus. 

If  it  be  true  that  the  Sciritae  fought  on  horfeback,  as  Xenophon 
gives  us  to  underfland  ',  we  need  no  longer  be  furprifed  at  the  af- 
fertion  of  that  hiftorian,  that  Lycurgus  inûituted  fix  moroe  for  the 
cavalry  and  heavy-armed  infantry  V  .  We  (hall  then  fay  that  there 
were  five  morae  of  Spartan  oplitae»  and  a  fixth  compofed  of  the  ca- 
valry called  Sciritse. 

From  the  preceding  obfervations  it  is  manifell  that  if  fome .  an- 


b  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  53. 
1  Mearf.  Led.  Alt.  lib.  i.  cap.  x6. 
k  Xenoph.  Hill.  Grsc.  lib.  ti.  p.  667. 
I  Schol.  Thocyd.  ta  lib.  5.  cap.  67. 

Hefycb.  in  X««^«r 
P  Thncjd.  lib.  5.  cap.  68. 


^  Jd.  ibid.  cap.  67. 
P  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  3Sa  . 
^  Xenopb.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  (87. 
**  Id.  de  Inftit.  Cyr.  lib.  4.  p.  9X. 
*  Id.  de  Kep.  Laced,  p.  686. 
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cknt  authors  nppear  to  bave  confounded  tbe  mora  witb  tbe  lochoi, 
tbis  may  have  happened  from  inadvertence,  or  an  improper  ufe  of 
words,  by  taking  the  part  for  tbe  iwholc.  The  learned  MeuriitM, 
who  fuppofes  there  was  no  diftindion  between  thcfe  two  bodies, 
can  produce  only  feeble  teftimonies  in  favour  of  bis  opinion,  which 
is  contradîéled  by  incontellable  faâs.  If,  as  be  himfelf  allows, 
there  were  but  five  morse,  there  could  have  been  but  five  lochi  ; 
yet  we  have  feen  that  king  Agis  had  feven  lochi  in  his  army  t  -,  to 
which  may  be  added,  that,  on  another  occafion,  king  Archidaaus 
was  at  the  bead  of  feven  lochi  \ 

If  each  mora  took  the  name  of  its  tribe,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe 
that  the  four  lochi  had  diilinél  names  ;  and  we  know  from  He* 
fychius  tliat  the  Lacedaemonians  gave  to  one  of  their  lochi  the 
pame  of  edo/os  «•  Hence  we  may  be  allowed  to  conjeâore  that 
tbe  Crotani,  who,  according  to  Paufanias^,  made  a  part  of  the  Pi- 
fanatse,  were  no  other  than  one  of  the  lochi  which  compofed  the 
suora  of  that  tribe.  Hence  alfo,  perhaps,  the  criticifm  of  Thucy« 
dides  on  Herodotus,  who  having  faid,  that,  at  the  battle  of  Plataea, 
Amompharetus  commanded  the  lochos  of  the  Pitanatse  %  Thucy- 
dides  obferves»  that  there  never  was  at  Lacedasmon  a  body  of 
troops  fo  named  '  ^  probably  becaufe  Herodotus  ihould  have  faid 
the  mora,  and  not  the  lochos  of  the  Pitanatae. 

How  many  men  did  each  mora  contain?*  Five  hundred,  accord- 
ing to  £phorus  ^  and  Diodorus  Siculus  ^  j  feven  hundred,  accord- 
ing to  CalltAbencs  ^  nine  hundred,  according  to  Polybius*^}  and 
three  hundred,  five  hundred,  and  feven  hundred,  according  to 
others  '. 

It  appears  to  me  that  thefe  different  opinions  ought  to  be  attri- 
buted  to  the  clianges  which  the  mora  underwent  at  difiPerent  pe- 
riods, and  the  lefs  or  greater  number  of  troops  which  circnmftances 
induced  the  Lacedeemonians  to  bring  into  the  field.  All  the 
Spartans  were  enrolled  in  one  of  the  moras.     When  an  expedition 


*  Thucyd.  lib.  5.  ctp.  68. 

''  Xcnoph.  Hift.  Graec.  lib.  7.  p.  6^6. 

^  HdVch.  in  'EistX. 

y  Faufdn.  lib.  3.  cap.  14.  p.  240. 

*  Horodot.  ]ib.  9.  cap,  53. 

*  Tbucyd.  lib.  x.  cap.  20. 


b  Plut,  in  Pelopid.  t.  I  p.  186. 

*^  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  350. 

d  Plut.  ibid. 

^  Etjmol.  Magn.  in  Mh^.  Ulpito. 
in  Demodh.  Meurf.  Le^.  Attic,  lib. 
I.  cap.  16;. 
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Was  to  bt  undertaken»  the  ephori  caufed  a  kemld  to  proclsum  that 
the  citizens,  from  the  age  of  puberty,  that  is,  from  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  to  another  age  fpecified,  (hould  prefent  themfelvet 
to  ferve/.  Of  this  we  have  a  remarkable  example.  At  the  battfe 
of  Leuâra,  the  king  Clcombrotus  had  four  morse,  commanded  by 
the  fame  number  of  polemarchs,  and  compofed  of  citizens  aged 
from  twenty  to  thirty-five  years  *^.  After  the  lofs  of  the  battle, 
the  ephori  ordered  new  levies,  when  all  thofe  of  the  fame  morée 
who  were  aged  from  thirty-five  to  forty  years  were  appointed  to 
take  the  field  }  as  alfo  all  thofe  between  the  ages  of  twenty  ztdL 
forty  years,  who  belonged  to  the  two  morse  which  had  remained 
at  Lacedœmon  ^.  It  hence  follows  that  thofe  portions  of  morae 
which  made  the  campaign,  were  often  only  detachments,  more' or 
lefs  numerous,  of  the  whole  body. 

We  neither  have  the  work  of  Epfaorus,  which  afligned  to  the 
mora  five  hundred  men,  nor  that  of  Callifthenes,  which  gave  to  it 
feven  hundred,  nor  the  paflage  of  Polybius,  in  which  it  was  in- 
creafed  to  taine  hundred  ^  but  we  may  venture  to  afilrm,  that  all 
thefe  numbers  only  related  to  particular  cafes,  and  that  Diodorus 
Sîculus  has  not  explained  himfelf  with  fufficient  exaélnefs  when 
he  abfolutely  fays  that  each  mora  confilted  of  five  hundred  men  K 

We  are  not  better  informed  of  the  number  of  foldiers  contained 
in  the  fubdivifions  of  the  mora.  Thucydides  obferves  \  that,  from 
the  care  which  the  Lacedaemonians  took  to  conceal  their  opera- 
tions, it  was  not  known  what  number  of  troops  they  had  at  the 
firil  battle  of  Mantinea,  but  that  a  conjeélure  might  be  formed 
from  the  following  calculation.  King  Agis  was  at  the  head  of 
feven  lochi  ^  each  lochos  contained  four  pentecoftyes,  each  pen- 
tecoilys  four  enomotisc,  and  each  enomotia  was  drawn  up  with 
four  men  in  front,  and,  in  general,  eight  deep. 

From  this  pafiage,  the  fcholiaft  concludes,  that  on  this  occafioa 
the  enomotia  contained  32  men,  the  pentecoAys  128,  and  the  lo- 
chos 512.  But  if  the  lochos  had  always  been  compofed  in  the 
fame  manner,  the  hiflorian  would,  no  doubt,  have  contented  him- 


f  Xenoph.  de  Rep,  LzHca.  p.  6S^,      I       i  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.,  35c. 
«  Id.  Hift.  Grxc.  p.  579.  k  Thucyd.  lib.  5.  cap.  68. 


^  Id.  ibid.  p.  597. 
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fclf  with  faying  the  Lacedaemonians   had  feven  lochi,  without 
having  recouxfe  to  this  mode  of  calculation. 

The  enomotiœ  likewife  did  not  invariably  confift  of  the  fame 
number  of  men.  At  the  battle  I  have  juft  mentioned,  they  in  ge- 
neral contained  thirty-two  men  each,  at  that  of  Leuâra  they  coa« 
fitted  of  thirty.fix,  and  Snidas  reduces  them  to  twenty-five  K 


CHAP.    LI._Pagi45. 
On  the  Sums  of  Afortfy  brought  into  Lacedétmon  hj  Ljfanier, 

DioDORus  SicuLOS  ^  rclatcs»  that,  after  the  taking  of  Sefius,  a  city 
of  the  Hcllefponty  Lyfander  cauCcd  to  be  conveyed  to  Lacedsv- 
mon,  by  GylippuJS,  a  large  qtiantity  of  fpoils,  and  a  Turn  of  1500 
talents,  or  8,ioo,cco  livres  (337)50ol.  fterling).  After  the  taking 
of  Athens,  Lyfander,  on  his  return  to  Lacedaemon,  remitted  to 
the  magidrates,  beGdes  other  valuable  things,  48c  talents,  which, 
remained  in  his  hands  of  the  money  furniChed  by  the  younger 
Cyrus".  If  thefe  Turns  are  to  be  confîdered  as  difiinfl,  it  will 
follow  that  Lyfander  brought  home  from  his  expedition,  in  ready- 
money,  1980  talents,  that  i*  to  fay,  10,692,000  livres  (445,500  !• 
fierling). 


CHAP.   Lir.--PAGE  57. 
On  the  ceajing  of  Human  Sacrifices. 

I  HAVB  faid  that  human  facrlfices  were  abolKhed  in  Arcadia  in  the 
fourth  century  before  Chrift.  But  a  paflage  may  be  objeôed  to 
me  from  Paufanias,  who  lived  fix  hundred  years  after.  He  in 
fa6l  fays,  that  thel%  facriiiccs  ftill  fubfiRed  in  Arcadia  and  at  Car- 
thage °.     Ihis  author  relates  in  his  work  many  particulars  that 


I  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grac.  lib.  ^.  p.  59<».  I      "  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grac.  lib.  «.  p.  4^2. 
Suid.  in  Çw^r.  «  Frophjr.  de  Abftin,  lib.  2.  }  27.  p, 

^  JLib.  13.  p.  »i5.  I  150, 
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lie  Iiad  borrGPwed  from  a  treatife  which  we  no  longer  hare,  and 
which  was  written  by  Theophraftus.  But,  as  he  tells  m  ^  that 
he  added  feveral  things  to  thofe  he  quoted  from  Theophraftu», 
we  know  not  to  which  of  thefe  two  authors  we  ought  to  attribute 
the  paiTage  under  confideration,  which  is  in  part  contradiâed  hj 
another  paflage  in  Porphyry,  who  obferves^,  that  Iphicrates  abo- 
li(hed  human  facrifices  at  Carthage.  It  is  of  little  importance  to 
inquire,  whether,  in') cad  of  Iphicrates,  we  ought  not  to  read  Ge-^ 
Ion  ?  the  contradiction  is  not  lefs  evident*  The  filence  of  other 
authors  hss  appeared  to  me  of  great  weight  in  this  quefiion. 
Would  Paufanias,  efpecially,  who  enters  into  the  moft  minute  de- 
tails refpeâing  religious  ceremonies,  have  omitted  a  faél  of  fuch 
importance  ?  And  how  was  it  poflible  he  (hould  have  forgotten  it^  ; 
when,  fpcaking  of  Lycaoa,  king  of  Arcadia,  he  fays  that  he  was 
changed  into  a  wolf  for  having  facrificed  an  infant  ^  Plato  in-» 
deed  fays.',  that  thefe  facrifices  (till  fubfifled  in  fome  nations,  but 
he  does  not  (ay  that  thefe  nations  were  Greeks. 


^      CHAP.   LVL— Page  123. 

On  the  Import  and  E^^ort  Duties  at  Athens, 

During  the  Pcloponnefian  war,  thefe  duties  were  farmed  at  thirty- 
fix  talents,  or  194,400  livres  (8,100  1.)^  If  we  add  to  this  the 
profit  of  the  farmers,  we  may  elUraate  the  whole  fum  at  200,000 
livres  (8,333  ^•)»  *"^  thence  conclude  that  the  foreign  trade  of  the 
Athenians  amounted  annually  to  about  ten  millions  of  livres 
(416,6661.). 

S  A  M  £    C  H  A  P.— Page  125. 

On  the  Contributions  of  the  Allies, 

The  four  hundred  and  fizty  talents  which  were  drawn  annually 
from  the  (tates  leagued  againft  the  Perfians,  and  which  the  Athe^* 

P  Id.  ibid.  (  32.  p   16».  I      *  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  d.  t.  ii.  p.  7&Ï. 

'  Andocid.  de  My  ft.  p.  I7« 


^  Ii.  ibid.  {  36.  p.  aoa. 

'  Faulan.  lib.  8w  cap.  a.  p.  dco. 
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aians  dcpofited  in  the  citadel,  «t  firft  amoanted  èo  the  fiiih  of  tea 
thoiiftnd  talents  *,  according  to  ifocrates  **  >  or  nine  thou&nd  feven 
hundred  f ,  according  to  Thucydides  ^.  Pericles,  dariog  his  admini- 
Ûration,  had  laid  up  eight  thouland  '  j  but  having  expended  three 
thoufand  feven  hundred,  either  in  the  embelliihment  of  the  citj  or 
the  firft  expences  of  the  fiege  of  Potidœa,  the  nine  thoufand  feven 
hundred  were  reduced  to  fix  thoufand  t  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Peloponnefian  war  '. 

This  war  was  fufpended  .by  a  truce  which  the  Athenians  entered 
into  with  Lacedaemon.  The  contributions  which  they  had  then 
received  amounted  to  twelve,  or  thirteen  hundred  talents^  and, 
during  the  feven  years  which  the  truce  laftèd,  they  placed  fevea 
thoufand  talents  {  in  the  public  treafury  ". 


CHAP.    LVII.— Page  134. 

On  the  Dc/mition  of  Man» 

PoRPBTUT,  in  bis  introduâion  to  the  doârine  of  the  Perl^tetics, 
defines  man  a  rational  and  mortal  animal  ^*  I  have  not  found  this 
definition  in  the  works  which  Aiil  remain  of  Ariilotle.  Perhaps 
he  had  ufed  it  in  fome  of  thofe  that  are  loft,  or  perhaps  he  never 
ufed  it  at  all.  He  often  gives  another,  which  Plato  and  other 
philofbphers  had  adopted,  and  which  is  only  an  enumeratiozi  of  fome 
of  the  external  qualities  of  man  ^.  Yet,  as  a  real  difference  was  then 
admitted  between  rational  and  irrational  animals^,  it  may  be 
afked,  why  the  faculty  of  reafoning  was  not  generally  chofen  for 
the  fpecific  difference  of  man  ?  I  will  endeavour  to  folve  this  dif* 
ficulty. 

The  word  which  the  Greeks  made  ufe  of  to  denote  an  anifflal» 


•  54,000,000  livres  (2,250.000!.) 
•*  Ifocr.  de  Pace,  t.  i.  p.  395. 

t  52,380,000  livre»  (1,182,5001.) 
^  Thucyd.  lib.  2.  cap.  13. 
I  Ifocr.  de  Pac.  t.  i.  p.  395. 
%  3»,4oo,ooo  livres  (i,350,cocl.) 

*  Ifocr.  de  PaC.  t.  i.  p.  395. 

i  37.800,000  liviei  (i,575,oool.) 
.    Aadocid.  de  Pac.  p.  24.    Plut,  in 


Arîftid.  t.  i.  p.  333. 

t>  Porphyr.  Kagog.  in'  Oper.  Ariftet. 
t.  i.  p.  7. 

*  Ariftot.  Topic,  lib.  6.  cap,  3-  P- 
244  ;  cap.  4.  p.  245.  Id.  Mctaph.  lil»» 
7.  cap.  z 2.  t.  ii.  p.  p2o. 

d  ÎÙ.  de  Awm.  lib.  3.  cap.  tx.  ti« 
p.  ^59. 
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fignifies  a  living^  being ^  :  a  rational  ammal,  then^  is  a  living  being' 
endowed  with  underflanding  and  jreafon.  Tht«  definition  agrees  to 
xnaâ,  but  fUIl  more  eminently  to  the  Divinity  \  and  this  confide»- 
Uon  induced  the  Pythagoreans  to  place  God  and  man  among  the 
rational  animals,  that  is  to  fay,  among  rational  living  beings  ^.^  It 
was  neceffary  therefore  to  feek  a  new  diflBerence,  which  might  fe» 
parate  man  from  the  Supreme  Being,  and  like  wife  from  all  celef* 
tial  intelligences. 

As  every  definition  ought  to  give  a  clear  idea  of  the  thing 
defined,  and  as  the  nature  of  fpirits  is  not  fufficiently  known,  the 
philofophers  who  wiihed  to  clafs  man  in  the  fcale  of  beings,  fixed 
their  attention  in  preference  on  his  exterior  qualities.  They  faid 
that  man  is  an  anitnaly  which  diflingui(hed  him  from  all  inanimate 
bodies  5  and  they  fuccefilvely  added  the  words  terrefirial,  to  diflin- 
guilh  him  from  the  atfunals  which  live  in  the  air  or  the.  water  ; 
two-footed^  to  feparate  him  from  quadrupeds,  reptiles,  &c.j  and 
feûlherlefs^  that  he  might  not  be  confounded  with  birds.  And 
when  Diogenes,  by  a  well  known  pleafantry,  had  (hown  that  this 
definition  would  equally  apply  to  a  cock,  or .  any  other  bird,  de- 
prived of  its  feathers,  a  new  charaéler  was  added,  taken  from  the 
form  of  the  nails  '•  In  the  time  of  Porphyry,  to  obviate  a  part 
of  the  inconveniences  of  which  I  have  fpoken,  man  was  defined  a 
rational  and  mortal  animal^.  The  word  mortal  we  have  fince 
taken  away,  becaufe,  according  to  the  idea  which  we  annex  to  the 
word  animal^  every  animal  is  mortal. 


CHAP.    LVlII.— Pag£  165. 

On  an  Expreffion  of  the  Orator  Démodes. 

DsMADSS,  a  man  of  great  wit,  and  one  of  the  principal  orators,  ia 
Athens,  lived  in  the  time  of  Demoilhenes*  A  fiumber  of  happy 
and  forcible  repartees  are  attributed  to  him  '*  ^  but  among  his  plea- 


*  Plat*  in  Tim,  t.  iii.  p.  77. 
^  Ariftot^  ap.  Iambi,  dc  Vit.  Pjtbag. 
cap.  6.  p.  aj. 
^  DiogeoM^iECrt  lib.  5.  \  40. 


*  Porphyr.  Ifagog.  io  Oper.  Ariftot* 
;t.i.p.7. 

1  Demetr.  Phaler.  de  Elocat.  cap. 


Vol.  III.     '  I  X 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


49ft  NOTE», 

fMitridn  there  are  fome  vçhkh  we  fiiould  charge  with  afieftatioi» 
Such  is  the  foUowkig  :•— As  the  Athenians  rofe  at  the  crowin|r  o£ 
the  cock,  Demaiies  called  the  cryer  who  fummoned  them  to  the 
aflemhly,  tbf  pubHc  ^och  of  Athens  ^.  If  the  Athenians  were  not 
^<)ifgu(led  at  this  metaphor,,  it  is  probable  that  they  would  not  hare 
difapproved  of  that  of  Ji^ar  rcgifler  *y  ventured  by  La  Motte  to 
fignify  a  fun-dial  ^ 


CHAP.    LIX— Page  187. 

On  the  Produce  of  an  Athenian  Farm, 

1)emosth£nss  *  mentions  a  private  perfbn  of  Athens,  named  Phor- 
nippusy  who  having  obtained  the  quantity  of  barley  and  wine  dated 
in  the  text,  fold  each  medimnus  of  barley  for  eighteen  drachmas 
(t6  liv.  4  fols,  or  13s»  6à,)f  and  eafh  metretes  of  wine  for  twelve 
drachmas  Çj.o  liv.  16  fols,  or  9s.)  \  but  as  he  afterward^  fays,  that 
thefe  prices,  perhaps  on  account  of  fome  (carcity,  were  triple  the 
ordinary  value  of  the  commodities,  it  follows  that,  in  his  time, 
the  common  price  of  the  medimnus  of  barley  was  fix  drachmas^ 
and  that  of  the  metretes  of  wine  four  drachmas.  A  thoufand  nae- 
dimni  of  barley  (a  litllb^more  than  four  thoufand  bufhcls)  were 
therefore  worth  fix  thoufand  drachmas  (5400  liv.  or  225I.)  j  and 
eight  hundred  metretse  of  wine,  three  thoofand  two  hundred 
drachmas  (2880  liv.  or  z2ol.)  :  total,  8280  liv.  or  345 1. 

Phœnippus  had  befides  fix  beads  of  burden,  which  were  conti- 
mially  employed  in  carrying  to  the  city  wood  and  other  kinds  of 
materials  %  and  ifhich  brought  him  daily  twelve  drachmas  (10  liv. 
16  fols,  or  9s,).  The  feftivah,  bad  weather,  or  work  that  might 
not  be  negleflcdy  frequently  interrupted  this  little  traffic  3  but  if 
we  fuppofe  Chat  it  only  took  place  for  two  hundred  days  in  the 
^ear,  w^d  (hall  find  «that  Phcenippas  annually  received  a  profit  of 
jti6o  liv.  (9^1.);  which,  added  to  the  828a  livres,  gives  10440 
Hvtes  (435 1.)  for  the  produce  of  a  farm  little  more  than  a  league 
and  a  half  in  circuit. 

k  Athen.  lib.  3.  cap.  il.p.  ^.  I      *  Deraofth.  in  Pf)OeDip.p.  102$- 

•  Ghffier  foiAtre.  \      ^  U  ibid.  p.  uay. 

I  Liv.  3.  fà&.  2.  .  I      ^  Id.  ibid.  p.  l^y 
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SAME    CHAP.-.PACÎ189, 

On  the  ^m  Bee. 

It  appears  hj  the  paflage  of  Xenoplion  quoted  In  thé  text,  that 
that  author  confidered  the  principal  bee  as  a  female.  Natural! fts 
^afterwards  ^et^  divided  on  this  fubjeâ^^  fome  imagining  that  all 
tne  bees  were  females,  and  alt  the  drones  males  \  and  others  main- 
taining  the  contrary,  Ariflotle,  yrho  refutes  their  opinions,  ad- 
mitted in  «ach  hiv«  ja  clafe  of  kings  which  continued  their  fpecics  ; 
he  confefies,  however,  that  iufhclent  observations  to  determine  any 
thing,  with  certainty  hid  9«thee9  niade^  :  thefe  obfervaticms  ^ave 
been  £nce  made^  and  naturalifls  have  x«tarned  to  the  opinion 
which  I.  attribute  to  Xenophoji.  '  .      .  * 


SAME    CHAP.— Page  194. 

On  Melons^ 

FnoM  (bnre  exprefllons  to  be  found  in  the  ancient  writers,  there 
je«»s  rcftiba  to  fiipp ofe  that»  zt  the  time  of  which  1  here  fpeak, 
the  Greeks  were  acquainted  with  melons,  and  confidered  them  as 
«  fpecies  «f  cuctimijer  \  but  thefe  «xpreffions  not  being  fufiiciently 
clear,  I  fhaH  content  myfelf  with  referring  my  readers  to  the  mo- 
dem critics,  as  Jul.  Scaligw  in  Theophr.  Hilt.  Plant,  lib.  7.  cap.  3. 
p.  741  i  Bod*  a  StapeL  in  cap.  4,  ejuU.  libr.  p.  782,  and  feveral 
«thers. 


SAME  CHAP-~Paoe2o8.       ' 
On  the  Soul  ^  the  World. 

The  commentators  on  Plato^.both  ancient  and  xàodern,  are  divided 
concerning  the  nature  of  the  foul  of  the  world.     According  to 

■*      '  .... -  '    ....  I       J 

A  Ariftot.  Hl/V.  Anim.  Jib.  5.  cap.  ax.  I  3.  cap.  lo.  p.  Ilxo. 
i.  i.  p.  ^a.    Id,  de  Ocner.  Anim.  lib.  | 
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fome,  Plato  fuppofed  that  there  had  eternally  exifted  in  chaos  a 
vital  force,  or  grofs  foul,  which  irregularly  agitated  matter,  from 
which  it  was  diftlnél  ;  and  that,  confequently,  the  foul  of  the 
world  was  compofed  of  the  divine  effence,  of  matter,  and  of  the 
vicious  principle  from  all  eternity  united  to  matter.  Ex  divinee 
natura  portiona  quadam^  et  ex  re  quddam  alia  JtftinBd  a  Deo^  ,et 
cum  materia  fociatd  ^. 

Others,  to  exculpate  Plato  from  the  cenfure  of  having  admitted 
two  eternal  principles,  the  one  the  author  of  good  and  ^he  other 
of  evily  have  afRrmed,  that,  according  to  that  philofoph'er,  the 

.diforderly  motion  of  chaos  did  not  proceed  from  a  particular  foul, 
but  was  inherent  in  matter.  To  this  it  has  been  objected,  that 
in  his  Phsedrus,  and  in  his  treatife  on  laws,  he  has  exprefsly  (aid 

.  that  all  motion  fuppofes  a  foul  by  which  it  is  produced.  It  will, 
no  doubt,  be  replied,  that  he  here  fpeaks  of  a  regular  andproduc- 

-tive  motion  ;  bnt  that  of  the  chaos,  betng  dtferderly  «mI  fieriU| 
was  not  direéled  by  an  intelligent  principle  :  and  thus  Plato  does 
rot  contradiâ  himfelf  ^  Tbofe  who  wTlh  toffee  this  fubjefi  elu- 
cidated, may  confult,  among  other  Writers,  Cudw.  cap.  4.  $  13. 
Mofhem.  ibid.  not.  k.  Bruck,  t.  i.  p.  684  et  704. 

CHAP,   LX,— Paoe  214. 

On  the  precift  ^tme  of  the  Expedition  of  Dion. 

Tsc  note  which  I  here  add  may  be  confidered  as  the  contionatioa 

of  that  which  I  have  given  above,  on  the  voyages  of  Plato,  and 

which  refers  to  Chap.  XXIII.  of  this  work. 

Plutarch  obferves,  that,  when  Dion  fet  fail  from  Zacynthus  for 

Sicily,  the  troops  were  alanned  by  an  eclipfe  of  the  moon  ;  and 

that  this  expedition  was  undertaken  in  the  middle  of  fummer. 

Dion  was  twelve  days  in  his  paflage  to  the  coaft  of  Sicily  ;  and  on 

the  tUrteenth,  attempting  to  double  the   Promontory  of  Pachy« 

num,  he  met  with  a  violent  temped  ^  for,  adds  the  hiftorian,  it  was 

■     "■  ■      ■  —I* 

^  Molbem.  io  Godw^rth.  t.  i.  qap.  4. 1     f  Snick,  liift.  Pbilof.  t.  i.  p.  tfS8«    • 
%  13'  p.  3iO,  I 
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tbe  dme  of  tlie  rifing  of  Arâurus  ^.  But  we  know  that  in  that 
age  Arâuxus  began  to  appear  in  Sicilj  about  the  middle  of  our 
month  of  September*  Thus,  according  to  Plutarch,  Dion  de- 
parted from  Zacynthus  towards  the  middle  of  the  month  of  Au- 
gufi. 

On  the  other  hand,  Diodonis  Siculus'*  places  the  expedition 
of  J>âon  in  the  archonihip  of  Agatboçles,  who  entered  on  his  of- 
fice b  the  beginning  of  the  4th  year  of  the  105th  Œjrmpîad,  and 
conicqaentlj  on  the  27th  of  June  of  the  year  357  bdEore  Chrift  K 

But,  according  to  the  calculations  which  M.  De  la  Lande  has 
bad  the  goodnefs  to  communicate  to  me,  there  was  an  eclipfe  of 
the  moon  vifible  at  Zacynthus  on  the  9th  of  Auguft  of  the  year 
357  before  Chrift,  which  mud  be  that  mentioned  by  Plutarch. 
There  are  few  dates  in  Chronology  afcertained  with  equal  certainty. 
It  will  be  proper  to  add,  that  M.  Pingre  has  calculated  the  middle 
of  this  eclipfe  to-  have  been  at  three  quarters  after  fix  in  the  even- 
ing. See  the  Chronology  ofEclipf$s  in  Vol.  XLIL  of  «he  Me- 
moirs of  the  Academy  of  Belles  Lettres,  Hid.  p.  130. 


CHAP.    LXII.— Paob  323. 

On  Arijlotlis  Treatife  on  the  Republic. 

Aristotle  has  obferved  in  this  work  nearly  the  fame  order  as  in 
thofe  which  he  has  written  on  animals  \  After  laying  downfbme 
general  principles,  he  treats  of  the  different  forms  of  governments, 
of  their  conftituent  part$,  their  variations,  the  caufes  of  their  de- 
cline, the  means  by  which  they  are  maintained,  &c.  &c.  He  dif- 
cufles  all  thefe  points,  inceflantly  comparing  various  conftitutions 
vrfth  each  other,  to  (how  their  refemblance  and  difference,  and 
•coatimially  fnpporting  his  refieâîons  by  examples.  If  I  had  con- 
fined myfelf  to  follow  his  method,  I  muft  have  abridged,  book  by- 
book,  and  chapter  by  chapter,  a  work  which  is  itfelf  only  an  ex- 


s  Plut,  in  Dîofi.  t.  i.  p.  p6S.  I  Dodw.  de  Cycl.  p.  719. 

b  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  413.  |      >^  Ariftpt.  de  Rep.  lib.  4.  CAp.  4*  t.  ii. 


i  Corfin,  ]Falt*  Attic,  t.  iv.  p.  20.  \  p.  366. 
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traft  ;  but  as  I  wiflied  merely  to  giTe  an  idea  of  tbe  doArine  of 
the  author,  1  have  endeavoured,  with  much  more  labour,  to  bring 
together  the  ideas  of  the  fame  kind  fcattered  through  the  wmk, 
and  relative,  fome  to  the  difference  in  the  forms  of  government, 
and  others  to  the  bed  of  thofe  forms.  Another  reafon  determined 
me  to  adopt  this  plan  :  the  treatifè  on  the  fe public,  fuch  as  we 
now  have  it,  is  divided  into  feveral  books  *,  and  fome  eminent  crK 
tics  have  aCerted,  that  this  divifion  was  not  made  by  the  author, 
and  that  the  original  order  of  thefe  books  has  been  changed  by  the 
copyifts  1. 


SAME   CHAP PACt324, 

On  the  Titles  of  King  and  ITyrant. 

XtMomoN  makes  the  fame  di(lin£lion  between  a  king  and  a  tyrant 
as  Ariftotle.  The  former,  fays  he,  is  a  prince,  who  governs  ao- 
cording  to  the  laws,  and  %«ith  the  confent  of  his  people;  whereas 
the  government  of  the  latter  is  arbitrary,  deteded  by  the  people, 
and  not  founded  on  the  laws  °>.  See  alfo  wha^  Plato  \  Ariâip» 
pus  ^,  and  others  have  obferved  on  this  fubjeé^. 


SAME   CHAP— Page  357. 
On  a  Law  of  the  Locrians^ 

pBMosTHBMSS  ^  tells  US,  that,  during  two  centuriesi  no  alteratioa 
was  made  in  the  laws  of  this  people.  According  to  one  of  tbeie 
Uws,  be  who  firuck  out  the  eye  of  anothfr  was  to  lofe  one  of  his 
own,  A  Locrian  having  threatened  to  ilrike  out  the  eye  of  a  per*» 
fon  who  had  but  one,  the  Utter  reprefented,  th»t  his  enemy,  though 
l^e  (hQul^  undergo  the  punlfliment  of  retaliation,  inâiâed  by  the 

i  Fabric.   Bibiiptb.  Grsc.  t.  ii.  p«  I      "  PI  it.  in  Polit,  t.  ii..  p,  27  tf. 
IC7.  I      ^  Ariftip.  ap.  Stoh.  fcrm.  48.  p.  3^ 

'^  X  -nopb.  Memor.  Hb.  4.  p.  8 13.      |     P  pemoiib.  in  llmcgr.  ^.  1$^ 
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law,  would  by  no  means  faffer  equally  with  himfelf.  It  was  there* 
fore  refolvedy  that,  In  fuch  a  cafe,  the  offender  (hould  lofe  bpth  his 
eyes. 


CHAP.  LXVII— Page  451. 
On  the  Irony  of  Socrates. 

I  HATE  fald  but  little  of  the  irony  of  Socrates,  becaufe  I  aii^  per* 
luaded  he  did  not  make  fo  frequent  and  fevere  a  ufe  of  this  figure 
as  Plato  ha?  reprefented*  To  be  convinced  of  this,  we  need  on« 
ly  read  the  converfations  of  Socrates,  as  related  by  Xenophon,  and 
thofe  which  Plato. has  attributed  to  him.  In  the  former,  Socratet 
expreffes  himfelf  with  a  gravity,  which  we  frequently  regret  not 
to  find  in  the  latter.  Both  the  dlfciples  have  introduced  their 
mailer  difputing  with  the  fophid  Ilippias  ^  ^  and  if  we  compare 
the  dialogues  they  have  given  us,  we  (hall  diftin^ly  perceive  the 
difference  of  which  I  fpeak.  Xenophon,  nowever,  was  preibntat 
that  which  he  has  tranfinitted  to  us.  ' 


SAME   CHAP Page  472. 

On  the  Regret  'which  it  has  been  pretended  the  Athenians  tejltfied 
after  the  Death  of  Socrates. 

Some  authors,  pofterior  to  Socrates  by  feveral  centuries,  have  a£- 
fured  us,  that,  immediately  after  his  death,  the  Athenians,  affliâed 
by  a  contagious  malady,  were  convinced  of  the  injuftice  they  had 
committed'^  that  they  ereâed  a  ftatue'  to  him^  that,  without 
deigning  to  hear  his  accufers,  they  put  to  death  Melitus,  and  ba« 
niihed  the  others*  -,  and  that  Anytus  was  ftoned  at  Heraclea,  where 
bis  tomb  was  to  be  feen  a  long  time  after  ^     Others  have  related. 


^  Xiénoplu  Memor.  lib.  4.  p.  804*  |      '  l^iod.  $ic.  lib.  14.  p.  266,    Diog, 
?lat.  t.  i.  p.  363.  t.  iii.  p.  zSi.  I  Laert.  lib.  t.  $  43.     Mena; .  ibi4* 

'  Acfpiaif  in  Bttfir.  ttbcr.  t.  ij.  p.  14^'  |     '  ThemiS.  Orat»  20.  p.  a^. 
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that  the  accnfeK  of  Socrates,  unable  to  endure  the  puWc  dctcila* 
tion,  hanged  themfelves  in  delpair  ^.  But  it  is  impoâible  to  recon- 
cile thefe  traditions  with  the  total  filence  of  Xenophon  and  Plato, 
who  did  not  die  till  long  after  their  mafler,  and  who  nowhere 
ipeak  either  of  the  xcpcntaace  of  the  Athemaas  or  th«  puniAment 
of  his  accufers*  Xenophon,  who  furrived  Anytus,  pofitivelj  af* 
fures  us,  that  the  memory  of  the  latter  was  not  relpeâed  among 
the  Athenians,  either  on  account  of  the  irregularities  of  bis  fon, 
whofe  education  he  had  negleâed,  or  the  folly  and  impropriety  of 
his  owA  conduâ  \  This  pafiage,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  incontro* 
vertibly  proves,  that  the  people  of  Athens  never  revenged  on  A- 
ny  tus  the  xicath  of  Socrates. 


CHAP.  LXVIII.—Page  482. 

On  the  Place  ivhich^  at  EleuftSj  was  the  Scene  htb  of  the  Ceremo» 
nies  and  Spe^acles, 

Om  this  quedion  I  am  only  able  to  give  feme  fli^t  elucidations. 

Ancient  authors  inform  us,  that  the  feflivals  of  Ceres  fometimes 
brought  to  £leu(is  thirty  thoufand  of  the  initiated  ',  without  in- 
cluding thofe  who  only  came  «from  motives  of  curiofity.  Thefe 
were  not  prefent  at  all  the  ceremonies.  To  the  more  fecret,  no 
doubt,  were  only  admitted  thefmall  number  of  novices,  who  every 
year  received  the  laft  feal  of  initiation,  and  fome  of  thofe  who  had 
received  it  long  before. 

The  temple,  which  is  one  of  the  largeft  in  Greece  *,  was  built 
in  the  middle  of  a  court  enciofed  by  a  wall,  360  feet  in  length 
from  north  to  fouth,  and  301  broad  from  eaft  to  weft  *  *.  There, 
if  I  am\not  miftaken,  was  it,  that  the  myft»,  or  initiated,  with 
torches  in  their  hands,  performed  their  dances  and  evdlntions'. 


"  Plut,  de  InvM.  t.  îi.  p.  538. 
.  ^  Xenoph.  Apol.  p.  707. 

r  Herodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  65. 

«  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  395.    Vitruv.  in 
?r«f,  Hb.  7.  p.  125. 


»  WoodKotcMSS.  Chandler*!  Tn- 
vcU  in  Greece,.cii&p.  4^  p.  .x^ 

*  The  £ngli(b  meaTures  in  Chan- 
dler's Travels  are  387  feet  in  length, 
and  3a8io  breadth.    T, 
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Bcliînd  tbe  temple,  on  the  weftern  fide,  is  Mil  to  be  feen  a  ter* 
race,  cut  in  thé  rock  itfelf.and  raifed  eight  or  nine  feet  above  the 

.'Hoor  of  the  temple*  Its  length  is  about  270  feet,  and  its  breadth 
in  ibme  places  44.  At  the  northern  end  are  to  be  feen  the  re- 
mains   of  a  chapel,   to  go   up  into'  which   there   were   feveral 

"flcp6^ 

I  conje^ure,  that  on  this  terrace  was  exhibited  the  fcenery  of 
which  I  have  fpoken  in  this  chapter  ^  that  it  was  divided  length- 
wife  into  three  great  galleries,  the  two  firft  of  which  reprefented 

'the  region  of  trial,,  and  that  of  the  infernal  (hades  ;  and  the  third» 
covered  with  earth,  prefented  groves  and  meadows  to  the  view  of 

'the  initiated,  who  from  thence  went  up  into  the  chape],  where 
their  eyes  were  dazzled  by  the  fjplendour  of  the  (iatue  of  the 
goddefs. 


SA^M£   C  H  A  P.--PiiSE  48a. 

On  certain  Words  ufed  in  the  M-jJleries  of  Ceres, 

Mkuhsius  ^  has  faid,  that  the  aflembly  was  difmifled  by  thefe  two 
words,  konx  ompax,  Hefychius  d,  who  has  trânfmitted  them  to  us, 
only  fays,  that  they  were  an  acclamatioh  to  the  initiated.  I  have 
not  mentioned  them,  becaufe  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were 
pronounced  at  the  beginning,  in  the  middle,  or  at  the  end  of  the 
ceremony. 

Le  Clerc  tells  us,  that. they  fignified,  watch  and àbjiain  from  ewL 
Inftead  of  dlreélly  attacking  this  interpretation,  I  (hall  content 
'myfelf  with  prefenting  to  the  reader  the  anfwer  which  I  wrote,  in 
the  year  1766,  to  my  learned  friend  M.  Lascher,  who  bad  done 
me  the  honour  to  requeil  my  opinion  on  this  expreflion  ^. 

''  It  is  manifeft,  that  the  two  words  «My^  «pr«|  are  not  Greek  \ 
*^  but  in  what  language  ought  we  to  feek  them  ?  I  (hould  incline 
<<  to  think  they  are  Egyptian,  becaufe  the  Eleuiinian  myflerief 


b  Chandler's  Travels  in  Greece,  chap.  |      <*  Hefych.  in  K«yi. 
42.  p.  rpo.    Note  of  M.  Fwcheiu!»      I     **Siipp!enwnt  à  la  ftilofophie  de 
c  Mcurf.  ia  Eleuf.  cap.  ii.  |  rHiftgire,  p.  37|. 
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^*  appear  to  me  to  have  been  brooght  from  Egypt.  To  arrive  tt 
**  their  true  meaning,  it  Would  be  neceffary,  firft,  that  we  (hould 
**  be  better  acquainted  with  the  ancient  Egyptian  language,  of 
**  which  we  have  only  fome  fmall  remains  in  the  Coptic. ^  and, 
**  fecondly,  that  tbe  words  in  queftion,  by  pafling  from  one  lan- 
**  guage  into  another,  (hould  not  have  (ufifered  in  their  pronuncia- 
*^  tion  )  nor,  by  having  been  tranfdlbed  by  a  multitude  of  copyifts, 
*'  undergone  any  alteration  from  their  original  orthography^ 

*^  We  may,  indeed,  have  reooarfe  Uf  the  Phcenician  tongue, 
"  which  had  a  conflderablc  affinity  with  the  Egyptian.  This  has 
**  bden  done  by  Le  Qerc,  who,  after  the  example  of  Bochart^ 
*'  found  the  explanation  of  every  thing  in  the  Phoenician  language. 
**  But  ten  different  meanings  of  thefe  two  words  might  be  given, 
^*  all  equally  probable,  that  is  to  fay,  all  equally  uncertain.  There 
**  is  nothing  which  may  more  eaûly  be  accommodated  to  the 
^  wi(hes  of  the  etymologic  than  the  oriental  languages,  and  this 
^  it  is  which  has  led  al!ray  the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  have 
**  addided  themfclvcs  to  that  ftudy, 

"  You  fee,  Sir,  how  far  I  am  from  being  able  to  fay  any  thing 
**  pofjtîve  on  the  fubje*.^,  and  how  little  I  deferve  the  honour 
^  you  have  done  me  in  requeuing  my  opinion,  flnce  I  can  only 
"**  anfwer  you  by  a  confeflion  of  my  ignorance." 


SAME    CHAP— Page  483. 

'Warburton  has  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  the  fecret  of  the  myt 
terles  was  no  other  than  the  doArlne  of  the  unity  of  God  9  and, 
in  fupport  of  his  opinion,  has  produced  a  poetical  fragment»  cited 
by  feveral  fathers  of  the  church,  and  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Palinodia  of  Orpheus.  This  fragment  begins  by  an  expreffion 
afed  in  the  myfteries— Far  ience^  ye  profane.  It  declares,  that 
there  is  only  one  God,  who  exifts  from  himfelf,  is  the  fource  of  all 
cxiflence,  and  invifîble  to  every  eye,  though  to  him  all  things  are 
vxfible  ^ 

f  den.  Alrz.  in  FMtrept.  p.  ^4; 
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If  It  were  proved,  that  the  Kieropbant  taught  this  dodrine  tv 
the  initiated,  no  doubt  would  any  longer  remain  concerning  the 
real  objeét  of  the  mjâerîes  ^  but  thh  quefiion  is  attended  with 
many  difficulties. 

Whether  the  Terfes  above  mentioned  were  written  by  Orpheuf 
or  fome  other  author,  is  of  little  confequence  ;  but  it  is  of  import» 
ance  to  know,  whether  the  date  of  them  be  antecedent  to  Chrit 
tianity,  and  whether  they  were  really  recited  in  the  ceremouies  of 
initiation. 

1.  Eufcbius  has  cited  them  after  s  Jew,  named  Ariilobulus,  who 
lived  in  the  time  of  Ptolemy  Philopator  ^,  king  of  Egypt,  that  iar 
to  fay,  about  the  year  200  before  Chrift  }  but  the  reading  which 
he  has  preferved  differs  eflentially  from  that  found  in  the  works  of 
St.  Juftin  ^.  The  latter  announces  one  Supreme  Being,  who  be* 
holds  and  who  is  the  author  of  all  things,  and  to  whom  the 
name  of  Jupiter  is  given*  The  reading  in  Enfebius  contains  the 
Same  profeffion  of  fiùth,  with  fomc  difference  in  the  cxpreilions  : 
but  in  it  mention  is  made  of  Mofes  and  Abraham  ;  which  bar 
induced  fome .  learned  ciiticà  to  conclude^  that  thefc  verfes  were 
fabricated,  or  at  lead  interpolated,  by.  Ariftobulus,  or  (bme  other 
Jew  K  But  if  we  rejedl  the  interpolation,  and  prefer  the  reading 
in  St.  Juilin,  all  we  ihall  be  able  to  colleâ  from  it  is,  that  the  au- 
thor of  thefe  verfes,  when  fpeaking  of  a  Supreme  Being,  has  ex* 
preffed  himfclf  in  nearly  the  fame  manner  as  many  ancient  writers.- 
It  is  efpecially  to  be  remarked,  that  the  principal  articles  of  the 
doârine  contained  in  the  Palinodia,  are  found  in  the  hymn  of 
Cleanthes  \  the  contemporary  of  Ariflobulus  ;  and  in  the  poem 
of  Aratus  ^  who  lived  at  the  fame  time,  and  who  appears  to  have 
been  quoted  by  St.  Paul  ^. 

2.  Was  the  Palinodia  of  Orpheus  fung  in  the  ceremonies  of 
initiation  ?  Tatian  and  Athenagoras  "  feem  indeed  to  affociate  it 
with  the  myftcrics,  but  they  only  produce  it  in  oppofition  to  the 


<  EaHph.  Praepar.  Evang.  lib.  13.  cap. 
la.  p.  654. 

h  Juilm.  Exhort,  ad  Gnec.  p.  18  ; 
ct  dc  Monarch'  p.  37. 

i  Efchenb.  de  Pôef.  Orph.  p.  14S. 
Fabric.  Bibl.  Gnec.  t.  ii.  p.  281.  Cudw. 
Sjft,  IntîU.  cap.  4.  i  17-  P-  445*    Wo- 


fliem.  ibid. 

k  Fabric,  ibid.  t.  iL  p.  397. 

1  Arat.  Phaenom.  v.  5.  Eufcb.  Praepw 
Evang.  lib.  13.  caf.  12.  p.  666. 

"*  A<as,  jtvii.  2S 

°  Tatian.  Drat  ad  Gr«c.  p.  33.  A« 
thcDSg.  J<egat.pro  Chriftian.  in  inU, 


Digitized  by 


^oogle 


50ft  M    Ô    f   E    S. 

tbfardîtîes  of  poljtlieifm.  Can  we  fûppoiê  it  probaUe,  tbtt  thcfe 
two  authors,  and  the  other  fathers  of  the  church,  when  they  were 
cndeaTOuring  to  prore,  that  the  unity  of  the  Deity  had  always 
been  known  to  the  Gentiles,  would  have  negled^ed  to  inform  ps, 
dMit  fuch  a  profeffioB  of  faith  was  made  in  the  ceKemonies  of  initia- 
tion at  £leufia  > 

By  depriving  Warburtonof'this  powerful  argument,  I  do  not 
Hean  to  attack  )à$  opinion  concerning  the  fee  ret  doârine  of  the 
myfteries,  which  always  appeared  to  me  very  probable.  In  faft, 
il  is  not  cafy  to  fuppofe,  that  a  reGgious  fbciety,  which  deftroyed 
^e  V>l^eâs  of  the  popular  worfliip,  which  taught  the  doârine  of 
rewards  and  punifliflftents  in  anoAer  life,  and  which  requited  from 
itf  members  fo  many  preparations  and  prayers,  and  enjoined  them 
abftineace  from  fomany  thmgs,  joined  widi  the  greateft  parity  of 
beart,  had  no  other  intention  than»  to  conceal  beneath  a  thick  veil 
the  ancient  tradidons  cohceming  the  foroarion  of  the  world,  the 
operations  of  Nature,  the  origin  of  arts,  and  other  objeâs  which 
cowld  only  have  a  flight  influence  on  manners. 

It  may  perhaps  be  faid,  that  the  myfteries  were  confined  to 
tes^bing  the  doâxtne  of  the  metempfychofis.  But  this  doârine, 
which  the  pUlofophers  did  not  fear  to  explun  in  their  writings, 
liippqied  a  tribunal  which,  after  death,  afllgned  to  ue  ibuls  of  mien 
ijie  good  or  evil  deAinies  which  were  to  be  their  reward  or  pu- 
l^flimeQt. 

I  will  add  one  refleâion  more*  According  to  Eufebius  %  the 
hteropbant  appeared  a&  the  Demiourgos,  that  is  to  iay,  the  author 
of  the  univerfe.  Three  priefts  bore  the  fymbols  of  the  Sun,  the 
ilfoQt^f  and  Mercury  ^  and  perhaps  fome  inferior  minifters  repre* 
fented  the  four  other  planets.  However  this  may  be,  do  we  not 
here  perceive  the  Demiourgos  bringing  forth  the  univcrfe  from 
chaos  ?  and  U  not  this  the  image  of  the  formation  of  the  world,  as 
Plato  has  defcribed  it  in  his  Timaeus  ? 

The  opiniou  of  Warburton  is  extremely  ingenious,  and  Aipport* 
ed  with  much  judgment  and  learning  ;  however,  as  it  is  liable  to 
great  difficulties,  I  thought  it  beft  to  offer  it  as  a  mere  conjefture. 


^  Eufeb.  Frsep.  Evang.  lib.  3.  cap.  11.  p.  117. 

END  OF  VOL.  III.  C» 
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